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1. Introduction

What is 'Word processing'?

In its simplest form word processing is using a computer as a very
sophisticated typewriter. Instead of typing a letter straight onto paper, the letter
is displayed on the screen as it is typed.

Every word processor then allows you to:

(a) correct or change any part of the text.
(b) store the text on disc for later use.
(c) send the text to a printer.

An ordinary typewriter effectively only allows (¢) because text cannot be
changed or stored.
The advantages of even this simple form of word processing are enormous:

- it allows easy correction of mistakes, cither immediately or at any later
time.

- anumber of similar documents can be produced with minimum effort.

- any number of copies can be printed without retyping the document.

- adisc can be given to someone else to use or add to.

Word processing offers far more than this, and Protext provides many
powerful features - yet all are designed to be easy to use.

What is Protext?

Protext is a fully integrated word processing system, comprising word
processor, spelling checker, mail merge, and file conversion and sorting
programs. It is designed as a package which provides a complete environment
from which all aspects of word processing and file management can be carried
out without the need to load individual programs. Once Protext is loaded, there
is no need to leave it until the day's word processing is completed. Documents
may be created and the spelling checked, and then printed without leaving
Protext.

Protext Introduction 13



Protext has been under continuous development since 1984. Each version is
specially written to take full advantage of the particular operating system under
which it runs, unlike many programs which are designed to run on a variety of
machines and as a result suffer from the inevitable compromises imposed by such
a requirement.

A high degree of compatibility has been built into this version of Protext and
files created on other versions of Protext can be loaded and edited with the
minimum of effort. Conversion programs are provided to carry out any changes,
if necessary. Similarly, documents created with this version may be used on other
versions. This compatibility extends also to the controls and commands used,
within the limitations imposed by the different keyboards and operating systems.
Anyone used to other versions of Protext will instantly feel at home with it and
will only have to learn any new features incorporated into this version.

Protext is designed in such a way that it is easy to learn. Once the basic
principles have been mastered, with the aid of 'tutorial’ files and the
comprehensive manual, documents may be easily created. All the extra features
that are a part of Protext can be learnt one at a time as they are needed, or when
the user feels ready to learn them. Unlike many programs, there is no need to
learn it all at once.

Equipment requirements

One of the following computer systems (note that the correct version
of Protext must be used - this information is shown on the packaging
and the discs):

(1) IBM PC, XT, AT, PS/2 or compatible computer.
PC-DOS or MS-DOS version 2.00 or higher.
512K RAM minimum (640K recommended).
Optionally, a mouse.

(i1) Atari ST or TT with at least IMb RAM.

(iii) Commodore Amiga with at least IMb RAM and Workbench 1.2 or
later.

(iv) Acorn Archimedes.
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Printer.

Any printer can be used, though some symbols are not available on all
printers.

Printing line graphics requires a printer which supports the IBM
character set, or an Epson or LaserJet compatible printer.

Some of the accented characters (especially those used in Eastern
European languages) are only supported by a limited range of printers,
including:

1. Certain 24 pin Epson compatible printers, including Star LC24.

2. HP LaserJet (II, IID, 2000, III or later model) using a font cartridge
with the Desktop symbol set.

3. Kyocera laser printers with firmware version 6.37 or later.

See the 'Protext printer drivers’ booklet for details of the facilities
provided by individual printers and information about additions to this
list.

How to start

Now turn to the appropriate 'Getting Started’ chapter for your computer:

IBM PC and compatibles  chapter 2

Atari ST chapter 3
Commodore Amiga chapter 4
Acorn Archimedes chapter 5

After installing Protext as described in one of these sections, turn to
chapter 6 which gives a general introduction to Protext and the use of this

manual,

Protext
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2. Getting Started - IBM PC and Compatibles

This chapter explains how to configure Protext for the correct disc drives and
printer and how to start using Protext. This is an important chapter and should
be read carefully.

The supplied master discs

Protext is supplied on three or more discs including the Program Disc, the
Dictionary Disc and the Printer Driver Disc. The Program Disc may contain a
file called 'README' which gives the information about the latest version of the
program.

WARNING: All the programs, files and the dictionary provided on the master
discs are subject to copyright laws and copies may be made of these files and the
dictionary, for your own use on one machine only. It is an offence to give, hire or
sell copies of copyrighted material to other parties.

Protext operates under MS-DOS and is suitable for use on all 'IBM
Compatible’ computers. It may be used with single drive computers, but will take
full advantage of two or more drives.

Make backups of the Protext discs

Before Protext is used, backup copies of the supplied discs MUST be made.
Make sure that the discs are "write protected’ before copying them. With 54"
discs, this means that the square notch cut out of the right hand edge of the disc
should be covered with a small label or piece of sticky tape. With 314" discs, the
"write protect tab’ should be moved so that the hole is exposed.

To copy a disc first put the DOS system disc (supplied with the computer) in
drive A, have a blank disc ready and type:

DISKCOPY A: B:
or DISKCOPY A: A: if drives A and B are different sizes

Messages on the screen will indicate when (o insert the discs. Repeat this process
for each of the supplied discs. Put the original discs away to be retained as a
security backup.

16 Getting Started - IBM PC and Compatibles Protext




Hard disc installation

The installation process will create a subdirectory called 'PROTEXT’ into
which all the necessary Protext files will be copied. A subdirectory of
'PROTEXT’ will also be created, called 'TEXT'. This will be used for saving
documents unless otherwise specified. Before installing Protext, it is important to
ensure that there is sufficient free space available on the disc by using DIR.
There should be at least 1M byte (1000K) free on the hard disc to allow room for
Protext, the associated programs and dictionary, and working files.

Put the Program Disc in drive A or B and select this drive by typing:

A
or B:

Then, if the hard disc is drive C, type:
INSTALL C

If the hard disc is any other letter type the appropriate letter instead of 'C’ in
the above line. All the files will be copied to the hard disc, then the configuration
menu will appear.

Press I to select the 'Inmitial Installation’ menu. This menu will show the
settings for the hard disc letter and the keyboard type and language. These can
be changed using |, 1 and RETURN. At this point the required colours and
printer drivers may also be set up, though this may be left until later. If the hard
disc is not C, D, E, or F, it will be necessary to use other CONFIG options to set
the path and temporary path.

Keyboard configuration

It is important to configure the keyboard correctly. The keyboard language
should be set to ‘UK English’ for U.K. users. There are three possible keyboard
types. If the keyboard has a cursor key cluster separate from the numeric keypad
then the "Extended AT’ type should be selected. Otherwise select the 'Standard
PC'. If it is subsequently found that the '\ |’ and '# ™' keys are the wrong way
round, use CONFIG to change to the 'Alternate AT’ layout.

Press ESC.
Press S and then RETURN to save the configuration.
Press Q to quit.

Protext Getting Started - IBM PC and Compatibles 17



In the root directory on the hard disc there is a file called 'CONFIG.SYS'
which, among other things, sets a value for the number of buffers to be used by
MS-DOS when accessing discs. It is recommended that this value is set to at least
20 when using Protext to ensure fast operation. This can most easily be modified
by typing the following immediately after leaving the configuration program:

BUF20

This will rename the original CONFIG.SYS to CONFIG.OLD and create a new
one with BUFFERS =20 added to the end of the original file.

To run Protext type:

PROTEXT

Floppy disc installation

(1) Dual drive machines
Put the working copy of the Program Disc in drive A and type:
CONFIG

Press I to select the 'Initial Installation’ menu.

Press RETURN to change the disc configuration to ‘Dual floppy’.
Follow the 'keyboard configuration’ instructions, above.

Press ESC.

Press S and then RETURN to save the configuration.

Press Q to quit.

Type:
PROTEXT
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(ii) Single drive machines

After copying the discs as described above, Protext can be used with no
further installation. Simply put the Program Disc in drive A and type:

PROTEXT
(iii) Using a startup disc
This section is optional reading.

Although Protext may now be used it will be necessary to 'boot’ from the
DOS system disc first, then change to the Protext disc and type 'Protext’. It is
more convenient to use a Protext ‘startup’ disc.

A 'startup’ disc is one which, when created by following the instructions
here, will contain all the necessary System files as well as the Protext files. It will
enable the computer to automatically load and run Protext when the disc is
inserted at the start of the day, without the need to insert different discs.

To create a 'startup’ disc format a blank disc as system format (using the
command 'FORMAT A: /S'.

There will not be room for all the files. The files that should be copied are:

COMMAND.COM (the FORMAT command will copy this)
PROTEXT.EXE

PROTEXT.CFG  (this is added when the printer is installed as below)
AUTOEXEC.BAT

CONFIG.SYS

PROTEXT.BAT

plus the required printer driver file
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Printer installation

Protext will not initially be configured for any particular printer. In this state
it will print on any printer but not be able to use many of a printer’s features. The
CONFIG program is used to select a printer. This should be run from the DOS
command prompt.

Floppy disc users should put the Program disc in drive A and type:

A
CONFIG

Hard disc users just type:
CONFIG

Press I to select the 'Initial Installation’ menu.
Press P to install printers.

Up to 5 printer ports may be present on the computer and it is possible to
select a different printer for each. In most cases there will only be one printer so
only one needs to be set.

First determine which is the default printer port. This is the port to which the
most often used printer is connected. If the printer is connected to the standard
parallel port (this is by far the most common) then leave this selection as it is
('PAR1'). If the printer is a serial printer, press RETURN until the selection
changes to 'SER1’.

Next move the highlighted bar by pressing the ‘cursor down’ key until the
line corresponding to the default port is reached. Then press RETURN. A list of
printers will appear. Select one by moving the highlighted bar with the cursor
keys to the required printer and then pressing RETURN.

If the required printer is not listed then it is likely that it is equivalent to one
of those listed. In particular the 'standard dot matrix printer’ will work for the
majority of dot matrix printers ("Epson compatible’ printers) and the 'standard
proportional daisywheel’ for daisywheel printers (‘Diablo compatible’).

After selecting the printer or printers press ESC twice to return to the main
menu.
Press S and then RETURN to save the configuration. Press Q to quit.
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Mouse installation

If a mouse is fitted, it can be used in Protext for moving the cursor. The
mouse driver must be installed as described in the mouse documentation, This
will probably entail either adding a line to AUTOEXECBAT or to
CONFIG.SYS. If the mouse driver is correctly installed a mouse cursor will
appear on the screen as a steady (not flashing) block cursor. Moving the mouse
will move the mouse cursor on the screen. To move the editing cursor to this
position press the left mouse button.

Loading and running Protext

Once the working copies of the disc have been created, or in the case of a
hard disc, the files copied across, Protext may be loaded and run in the following
way:-

Floppy Disc: From switch on, insert the DOS system disc to load MS-DOS.
When MS-DOS has been loaded, insert the Program disc into drive A, select
drive A as the current drive, if necessary, and type:-

PROTEXT and press RETURN.

When the program has loaded the program disc should be removed, and the text
disc inserted in drive A.

On a two drive computer the Dictionary disc should be put in drive B. After
loading the program the Program disc will be removed and the text disc put in
drive A.

On a single drive computer the text disc will be put in drive A after the program
has loaded. The Dictionary disc should be put into drive A when required for
spell checking or accessing the help information. Alternatively the dictionary files
may be copied onto the text disc, if room.

Important note: Documents written using Protext should be saved onto both the
text disc and a backup text disc, for security. How to save text is explained later.

Hard Disc: It is only necessary to type Protext, as described above and Protext
will load. If the normal default setting of PATH includes the root directory,
Protext may be called from any directory and will load with that directory as the
current directory.
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Passing filenames

It is also possible to specify one or two files to be loaded at the same time as
Protext is loaded and this is done by specifying the names after the 'PROTEXT’
command. Drive paths may be specified. ;

For example:-
PROTEXT LETTER\MYLETTER

will load Protext and a text file called 'MYLETTER', which is in a subdirectory,
called 'LETTER'.

PROTEXT MAIN.C MAIN.H
will load MAIN.C as the first document and MAIN.H as the second.
Configuration of Protext

Whilst Protext may now be used and is configured for the correct printer and
disc drives, certain other parameters which are set to default values by the
installation program may be changed at any time. Details of how to reconfigure
Protext using CONFIG are given in the chapter 'Configuration’. It is
recommended that some experience is gained with using Protext before any
changes are made.
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3. Getting Started - Atari ST

This chapter explains how to configure Protext for the correct disc drives and
printer and how to start using Protext. This is an important chapter and should
be read carefully.

Important note for 520ST users

Protext is normally supplied on double sided discs. Older 520STs cannot use
these discs as they have a single sided disc drive. If the discs do not work and a
520ST is being used the discs should be returned to Arnor to be exchanged for
single sided discs. Note that a memory upgrade to 1Mb is also required.

The supplied master discs

Protext is supplied on three or more discs including the Program Disc, the
Dictionary Disc and the Printer Driver Disc. The Program Disc may contain a
file called 'README’ which gives the information about the latest version of the
program.

WARNING: All the programs, files and the dictionary provided on the master
discs are subject to copyright laws and copies may be made of these files and the
dictionary, for your own use on one machine only. It is an offence to give, hire or
sell copies of copyrighted material to other parties.

Protext operates on all Atari ST and TT machines with at least 1Mb of
memory. It may be used with single drive computers, but will take full advantage
of two or more drives. Use of a hard disc or a RAM disc will enhance the
performance of Protext.

Make backups of the Protext discs

Before Protext is used, backup copies of the supplied discs MUST be made.
Make sure that the discs are ‘write protected’ before copying them. The 'write
protect tab’ should be moved so that the hole is exposed.

The supplied discs should be copied from the GEM desktop by dragging the
floppy disk A icon onto the floppy disk B icon and following the on-screen
instructions. Put the original discs away to be retained as a security backup.
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Hard disc installation

Installation of Protext onto a hard disc is extremely simple. Before installing
Protext, it is important to ensure that there is sufficient free space available on
the disc by clicking on the disc icon and using File Info. There should be at least
1M byte (1000K) free on the hard disc to allow room for Protext, the associated
programs and dictionary, and working files.

First, create a new folder on the hard disc called Protext.
Second, copy all the files from the supplied discs into this new folder.

Double click on CONFIG.PRG (in the Protext folder). The configuration
menu will then appear.

Press I to select the 'Initial Installation’ menu. This menu will show the
settings for the hard disc letter and the keyboard language. These can be
changed using |, 1 and RETURN. At this point the required colours and printer
drivers may also be set up, though this may be left until later. If the hard disc is
not C, D, E, or F, it will be necessary to use other CONFIG options to set the
path and temporary path.

Press ESC.
Press S and then RETURN to save the configuration.
Press Q to quit.

24 Getting Started - Atari ST Protext



Floppy disc installation

You should copy any required desktop accessories onto the working copy of
the program disc. In particular the file CONTROL.ACC will probably be
needed. Finally you can save your preferred desktop configuration on the same
disc. This is done by using the 'save desktop’ option in the options menu. This
will create a file called DESKTOP.INF. This disc should now be labelled
"Protext Startup disc'.

(i) Dual drive machines
Put the Startup Disc in drive A and double click on CONFIG.PRG
Press I to select the 'Initial Installation’ menu.
Press RETURN to change the disc configuration to ‘Dual floppy’.
Press ESC.

Press S and then RETURN to save the configuration.
Press Q to quit.

Double click on PROTEXT.PRG

(ii) Single drive machines

After copying the discs as described above, Protext can be used with no
further installation. Simply put the Program Disc in drive A and double click on
PROTEXT.PRG,
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Printer installation

Protext will not initially be configured for any particular printer. In this state
it will print on any printer but not be able to use many of a printer’s features. The
CONFIG program is used to select a printer. This should be run from the GEM
desktop.

Floppy disc users should first put the Startup disc in drive A.
Double click on CONFIG.PRG.

Press I to select the 'Initial Installation’ menu.

Press P to install printers.

It is possible to select a different printer for the serial and parallel ports, if
both are present. In most cases there will only be one printer so only one needs
to be set.

First determine which is the default printer port. This is the port to which the
most often used printer is connected. If the printer is connected to the standard
parallel port (this is by far the most common) then leave this selection as it is
('"PAR1"). If the printer is a serial printer, press RETURN until the selection
changes to ‘SER1".

Next move the highlighted bar by pressing the ‘cursor down’ key until the
line corresponding to the default port is reached. Then press RETURN. A list of
printers will appear. Select one by moving the highlighted bar with the cursor
keys to the required printer and then pressing RETURN.

If the required printer is not listed then it is likely that it is equivalent to one
of those listed. In particular the 'standard dot matrix printer’ will work for the
majority of dot matrix printers ("Epson compatible’ printers) and the 'standard
proportional daisywheel’ for daisywheel printers ('Diablo compatible’).

After selecting the printer or printers press ESC twice to return to the main
menu.

Press S and then RETURN to save the configuration.

Press Q to quit.
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Atari laser printer

The Atari SLM804 laser printer works in a different way from other printers,
in that it is controlled entirely by resident software in the computer. This
software comes in the form of desktop accessories and is (or.will be) available to
enable the printer to emulate various types of printer. To use the laser printer
with Protext you must use an emulation matching one of Protext's printer drivers.

There are three main printer types that are commonly provided as
emulations in laser printers. These are 'Epson’, 'Diablo’ and 'Laserjet’. Each of
these offers different facilities and Protext includes a printer driver for each.

A Diablo emulation is supplied with the Atari laser printer. An Epson
emulation is also available. There is no news of a Laserjet emulation yet. To use
the Diablo emulation, the desktop accessory must be loaded into the desktop
(consult the laser printer documentation for details) and Protext must be
configured to use the SLM804D printer driver (see above). The Epson emulation
is recommended and should be used with the SLMB804E printer driver.

Loading and running Protext

Once the working copies of the disc have been created, or in the case of a
hard disc, the files copied across, Protext may be loaded and run in the following
way:-

Floppy Disc: From switch on, insert the Protext Startup disc and double click on
PROTEXT.PRG. When the program has loaded the program disc should be
removed, and the text disc inserted in drive A.

On a two drive computer the Dictionary disc should be put in drive B. After
loading the program the Program disc will be removed and the text disc put in
drive A.
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On a single drive computer the text disc will be put in drive A after the program
has loaded. The Dictionary disc should be put into drive A when required for
spell checking or accessing the help information. Alternatively the dictionary files
may be copied onto the text disc, if room.

Hard Disc: Double click on the PROTEXT directory, then double click on
PROTEXT.PRG.

Important note: Documents written using Protext should be saved onto both the
text disc and a backup text disc, for security. Saving text is explained later.

Running Protext from low resolution mode

If the Gem desktop is using low resolution (40 column) mode, Protext will
run in this mode. To run with an 80 column display on a colour monitor the 'Set
Preferences’ option in the Options menu should be used to select medium or
high resolution mode before running Protext.

Configuration of Protext

Whilst Protext may now be used and is configured for the correct printer and
disc drives, certain other parameters which are set to default values by the
installation program may be changed at any time. Details of how to reconfigure
Protext using CONFIG are given in the chapter 'Configuration’. It is
recommended that some experience is gained with using Protext before any
changes are made.

One change that you might want to make immediately is to choose to use the
Genm file selector (or a replacement that you have installed) in Protext.

Access to Gem desktop

The left mouse button provides access to Gem desktop accessories from
within Protext. When the mouse pointer is moved to the top line of the screen
and the left mouse button is pressed the Gem menu bar will appear at the top of
the screen. The mouse may then be used to call up any accessories in the usual
way. To return to Protext the 'quit’ option on the 'desk’ menu should be
selected.
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