
























































II Word Processing continued 

disk ; print to either the screen, a disk 
file or a printer; and receive files directly 
transmitted from an 8-bit Atari. 

In the edit screen, the number of free 
memory is always displayed-over 
150-thousand bytes free with RAM TOS, 
or over 350-thousand free bytes with 
TOS on ROM. Further, you can mark 
blocks of text and save them to disk. 

There are other ST-specific features 
worthy of note. The program allows you 
to use files located in subdirectories, on 
any disk, and it automatically keeps 
track of which directory you're looking 
at when doing a file save or a disk index. 
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ST-Writer. 

ST-Writer is a what-you-see-is-what­
you-get word processor. You can , there­
fore, see on-screen how single- or double­
column formatting will look before you 
print it out ... a very useful feature. 

Documentation consists of several files 
as freely available as is the program it­
self. There are tutorial, reference, quick 
reference and function key label files 
available. 

In addition, a couple of other files are 
needed before the program can be effec­
tively used. There's a configuration pro­
gram that uses a specific configuration 
file to create the "XYZZX" printer driv­
er file that ST-Writer looks for when told 
to print. If you're familiar with ASCII 
printer control codes, you can modify 
the source driver file so that ST-Writer 
works with your non-Epson-compatible 
printer. 

ST-Writer contains just about every 
feature most users would need. There 
are a few commands not offered-like 
ability to move the cursor from word to 
word or paragraph to paragraph , the 
ability to delete a word or paragraph at 
a time, or the capability to use multiple 
windows for text. 

And there are a few problems with Sf­
Writer. For example, cursor movement 
is slower as your file gets bigger. There's 
a lengthy conversion time required to 
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import a non-ST-Writer file. For a seem­
ingly small file, it can take a couple 
minutes for the screen to return to 
normal. 

There are also a few bugs that mys­
teriously lock up the computer at times 
-and, just as mysteriously, have no ef­
fect at other times. 

One of the bugs rears its ugly head 
when you try to print double-column 
output. It seems, when a carriage return 
occurs at the end of a paragraph in the 
left column , the right column margins 
get out of sync. Another bug prevents 
you from blocking the headers flush 
against the right margin. In fact, I've had 
some problems trying to print headers 
in general. 

Sf-Writer appears a reasonable choice 
for a word processor, considering its 
price and availability. Unfortunately, 
Atari 's limited resources will probably 
prevent them from correcting bugs or 
adding features regularly. So, although 
it's free, you must decide if you want to 
trust your important word processing 
work to a program which Atari has no 
stake in maintaining or improving. 

Regent Word. 
While various versions of ST-Writer 

were making the rounds, Regent Word 
appeared on the scene, an easy-to-use 
but powerful word processor. Regent 
Word is from the same folks who devel­
oped AtariWriter and AtariWriter Plus 
- Regent Software. 

The program is billed as the first full­
function word processor for the Sf com­
puter. It was surely one of the first and 
is clearly full of features. 

Regent Word is menu driven and will 
work on either a monochrome or RGB 
monitor. One of its key features is the 

built-in "help" function. By pressing 
HELP on the keyboard, the user can dis­
play one of five menu screens at any 
time. Pressing the SPACE BAR cycles 
through the menus, and the UNDO key 
exits the menus. 

The multiple menus in Regent Word 
aren't menus per se. Rather, they're help 
screens that tell you what the com­
mands are. Since most commands are 
invoked by a single keystroke, the com­
plexity of help menus and commands is 
not burdensome. 

Commands are issued by a variety of 
two-key presses with the ALTERNATE , 
CTRL and ESC keys. Also, function keys 
across the top of the keyboard have been 
defined for block operations. 

Like other ST word processors, Re­
gent Word offers 80-column editing and 
the usual. The RETURN key is used 
only at the end of a paragraph; word 
wrap occurs at the end of each line; and 
DELETE and BACKSPACE work as ex­
pected. 

The cursor can be positioned through­
out text by a character or screen at a 
time. In addition . you can move direct­
ly to the top or bottom of the text with 
one command . 

The print preview function shows 
how your underlined , elongated and 
bold print will look before you actually 
print it. Super- and subscripts, headers, 
footers , justification and page number­
ing are also supported. 

Much like AtariWriter word proces­
sors, Regent Word allows you to access 
all the features of your printer control 
codes and options. Using CTRL and var­
ious letters, such attributes as line spac­
ing, print style, centering, headers/ 
footers, margins and justification can be 
set. In addition, specific ASCII printer 

ST-TERM 
Data Communications for the 520ST 

$39.95 
VT52 Emulation 
Autodial/editor 

Kermit 
Setup files 

Atascii Emulation 

User Group Discounts 
Dea ler Inquires Invited 

Commnet Systems 
7348 Green Oak Terrace 

lanham, MD 20706 
(301) 552-2517 

Macro Keys 
Dos Functions 

Xmodem /Amodem 
Print logging 

300-9600 

Coming in February: FoReM ST Bulletin Board System for 520ST 

CIRCLE #132 ON REAOER SERVICE CARD 

MAY 19861 PAGE nST 



II Word Processing continued 

codes can be sent directly to the printer 
from anywhere in the document. 

A number of features in Regent Word 
are especially useful and well imple­
mented. When the program's first run, 
you're asked to enter the date and time. 
Given the lack of battery backup and the 
unreliable clock in the ST, this feature 
ensures that any files created or edited 
with Regent Word will have the correct 
date and time stamp. During editing, the 
time is continually displayed at the top 
of the screen. 

When loading a file, all files on the 
current disk are displayed on-screen, 
with a letter next to each. Pressing the 
letter corresponding to the file you want 
will load that file into memory. In addi­
tion , the directory also shows total stor­
age available on the disk , plus creation 
dates and sizes of individual files. 
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Regent Word. 

Another useful Regent Word feature 
is its ability to give you a word count 
of the file currently in memory at any 
time. The program also has a built-in 
communication feature, allowing docu­
ments to be sent or received via the com­
munications port on the ST. 

Currently, Regent Word is designed 
for Epson dot-matrix printers (or com­
patibles) and the Juki letter-quality print­
er. The program will use however much 
memory is available (an Atari 520ST 
with TOS in ROM yields almost 400K 
free for text files). Also, the size of the 
document does not affect cursor speed . 

Copy protected Regent Word sells for 
$50. Fortunately, a backup disk can be 
ordered in either single- or double-sided 
versions for only $5.00. Still , there's no 
way to put this word processor on your 
hard disk. Overall , Regent Word is a 
powerful , easy~to-use, text-based word 
processor, just as advertised . 

Regent Software also has a product 
called Regent Spell, a 30,000-word spell­
ing checker that can be used with Re­
gent Word or other word processors. As 
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carefully designed and thought out as 
Regent Word is, though, Regent Spell 
seems the opposite. Perhaps it was 
rushed to market. 

It's not that the program has bugs. On 
the contrary, it's fast and seems bug-free. 
The problem lies with the number of 
small irritations and feature omissions. 

For example, there's no way to quit a 
spelling check before the program has 
reached the end of the file. And, since 
there's no word count or visual indica­
tion of progress, you have no idea how 
long the check will take. 

Further, there's no display of the file­
name and no method to return to the last 
word checked. Regent Spell is a one-way 
program. There's no mass dictionary up­
date, to let you take a file you know is 
good and have it added to the program's 
list of words. 

Finally, although you can use some 
features of the program from the mouse, 
you must leave the mouse and press RE­
TURN after clicking on INSERT or DE­
LETE. 

Regent Spell sells for $40 (from Regent 
Software, 7131 Owensmouth, Suite 45A, 
Canoga Park, CA 91303 - (818) 883-
0951) and is copy protected. As it stands 
now, the program works, but the num­
ber of irritations makes it difficult to use. 
In discussing these problems with Regent 
Software, I was assured that most (if not 
all) of my complaints would be incorpo­
rated into the next version of the pro­
gram. 

I have no reason to doubt their word. 
If these and a few other minor changes 
are made, Regent Spell could well be the 
de facto spelling checker for the ST. 

Final Word. 
It's somewhat difficult to describe 

Mark of the Unicorn's Final Word. 
Frankly, I don't know where to start. The 
program's a sophisticated word proces­
sor that'll probably require a substantial 
hunk of time to master. But , having 
digested the tome-length documenta­
tion, you'll find yourself amazed by the 
power at your word processing finger­
tips. 

Final Word comes with almost 500 
pages of documentation accompanying 
the two single-sided program disks. Part 
of this is a 150-page tutorial that must 
be followed chapter by chapter if you ex­
pect to get anywhere past turning on 
your ST. 

In addition, a terse, 4-page installa­
tion guide tells you how to get this pro­
gram up and running. The only specific 

reference to the Atari ST occurs in this 
little guide. As with the PC version (the 
original), the whole kit and caboodle 
comes in an attractive black slipcase. 

One of the unique aspects of Final 
Word is that it's crashproof. Unlike other 
word processors, where you could lose 
your work , Final Word automatically 
saves your work into a buffer file when­
ever you stop typing for a period of ten 
seconds. If your computer loses power, 
all you've lost is ten seconds' work. 

Another feature is split-screen editing. 
With a single command , you can split 
the screen into two parts. And, since Fi­
nal Word can edit up to twelve docu­
ments at once, you could display parts 
of various files in one window, while 
editing your document in the other. Or 
you could keep a rough draft in one 
window as you polish off the final ver­
sion in the other. Text can easily be co­
pied or moved between windows. 

Final Word is really two word proces­
sors in one. Either may be chosen , based 
upon the needs of the task at hand. The 
on-screen Editor is a what-you-see-is­
what-you-get word processing editor. 
You type and edit the text on-screen, 
and it appears exactly as it will on the 
final, printed copy . 

The other editor, called the Advanced 
Formatter, allows you to specify how 
your finished documents will look, by 
including formatting commands in the 
body of the document. 

These commands are inserted into the 
document as you type and edit , but 
you 'll only see how it looks when the 
document is printed. With the Ad­
vanced Formatter, you can produce seri­
ous writing , including table of contents, 
index and footnotes. 

Final Word contains a series of me­
nus, grouped into a main menu and ten 
function menus. The main menu lists all 
submenus. When displayed , it partially 
obscures your text. After you're famil­
iar with the program , you can turn the 
menu feature off. 

After a brief exposure to Final Word , 
you'll get used to seeing the message 
swapping, which occasionally flashes at 
the bottom of the screen. When this 
message is displayed, the program is 
copying the text from memory into a 
disk file called the "swap file." 

Swapping is automatic whenever you 
stop typing for ten seconds. You can 
change the time interval to suit your 
needs. It's this swap file that contains 
your text-when the power fails , the 
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computer crashes, or you forget to save 
a file. Should you need to retrieve lost 
text , a recover program is run to re­
establish where you left off. 

Final Word is truly a powerful pro­
gram. For the power writer, or someone 
who needs sophisticated word process­
ing features, this one should be suf­
ficient. 

Some of the program's heavy duty fea­
tures include: precise control of head­
ers and footers; the ability to place 
footnotes at the bottom of each page, at 
the end of the document or embedded 
in the same line as their reference; au­
tomatic chapter, section and "new page" 
formatting controls ; the ability to cre­
ate lists, numbered or not, within the 
body of the text; and the ability to cre­
ate a table of contents and index. 

The Final Word tutorial is what makes 
this complex program manageable. Al­
though a little chatty at times, it uses 
good training techniques-beginning 
each section with a list of objectives, 
providing plenty of examples during the 

tutorial, then summanzmg what was 
learned at the end of the section. The 
reference manual is complete, too. 

There are a few flaws that you should 
be aware of. The program is copy pro­
tected. You can run it from a copy, but 
one ofthe two original disks (used as a 
"key disk") must be in drive A whenev­
er you start up. Fortunately, the ability 
to change just about every parameter and 
option of the program allows you to put 
the multitude of necessary programs on 
a double-sided disk or, better yet, a hard 
disk. 

Another problem: for all its power, Fi­
nal Word does not allow double-column 
printing. Newsletter editors should look 
elsewhere if that's a major requirement. 
Further, the manual assumes you're 
working on a CP/M or MS-DOS system. 
For the uninitiated, this could be a lit­
tle confusing. 

Probably the most serious weakness 
in the program is the extremely tedious 
setup-and the sheer number of pro­
gram files. To get to the point where you 

can just type one word from within the 
program requires a seemingly endless 
checklist. And heaven forbid you should 
need to recover a file. The first few times 
you try to run "recover," you'll be quiver­
ing in your boots. 

Final Word sells for $125 and works 
with a variety of dot-matrix and letter­
quality printers. Although it can be used 
with a single disk drive, the less patient 
Atari ST user will opt for two drives or 
a hard disk. 

If you need the word processing pow­
er to go along with your "Power with­
out the Price," Final Word is the only 
current alternative. It's available from 
Mark of the Unicorn , 222 Third Street, 
Cambridge, Ma 02142 - (617) 576-2760. 

GEM-based word processors. 
HabaWriter is the first GEM-based 

word processing program for the Atari 
ST. All the features of the GEM inter­
face-like drop-down menus and mouse 
control of the cursor-are available. 

However, the first release of the pro­
gram, version 1.0, was somewhat "bug 
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II Word Processing continued 

gy." Files were occasionally lost, the 
screen froze, and the cursor tended to 
disappear. Fatal bugs have been elimi­
nated in version 1.1 and a number of en­
hancements made to the program. This 
review is based on version 1.1. 

HabaWriter is copy protected, but you 
can copy the program files to another 
disk. As long as the original disk is in 
drive A when you start the program, it 
will start . . . then you can remove the 
original "key disk." 

\IVhen the program begins, a familiar 
GEM window appears on-screen, with 
a menu bar across the top. Desktop ac­
cessories are available under the "desk 
menu," assuming the .ACC files were on 
your disk when you first booted up your 
ST. 

The menu bar contains HabaWriter 
commands, and each menu has related 
commands. The menus labeled File, 
Edit, Search, Format , Style and Print are 
all descriptive of commands they con­
tain, and everything is logically laid out. 
The function keys on the ST keyboard 
can also be used to select commands. 

The HabaWriter document window is 
a regular Atari ST window. You can 
change its size, move it around the desk­
top and close it by clicking on the close 
box. 

You can also use the vertical and 
horizontal slider bars to move through­
out the document currently in the win­
dow. Up to six windows can be open at 
a time, and there's a clipboard for cut­
ting and pasting parts of (or entire) doc­
uments. 

To load a previously created file, the 
user selects the "open" command from 
the File menu. A GEM file selector box 
appears, and a file can be chosen , or the 
drive and directory can be chul1ged. 

As the file loads, a small , square box 
much like a meter appears on-screen , 
showing the progress of reading the file. 

HabaWriter lets you work with many 
documents at once. The procedure for 
opening another existing document is as 
described above, or you can create a 
new document. 

The multiple window technique is 
very handy for taking notes while you're 
writing. As you think of ideas you want 
to save, you can click on your other win­
dow, type your thoughts and return to 
the spot where you left off. 

You can copy or cut and paste text be­
tween or within documents. Once the 
text is highlighted, by dragging the 
mouse from start to end , the block can 
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be moved directly to another location or 
document , or to the clipboard. An en­
tire file can also be pasted into a docu­
ment. 

The. document format can be set, 
changed and even saved with the file. 
Each time the document's loaded in the 
future, settings will be loaded along 
with the text. 

Margins, i~dentation, justification, 
type styles, tabs and preferences can all 
be specified. HabaWriter supports AS­
CII or "word processing mode" files, and 
sub- and superscripts. 

There are a few features HabaWriter 
version 1.1 lacks. Currently, there's no 
way to change the line spacing to any­
thing other than single-space mode. 
Headers and footers aren't supported . 
There are no fonts at this time- just un­
derline, bold and normal text. 

The program has trouble reformatting 
paragraphs or documents in ASCII 
mode. In fact , the feature only works 
properly in "HabaWriter" mode on text 
entered with the program. The Search 
and Replace function can't handle AS­
CII characters like carriage returns 
(CTRL-M). 

The DELETE key on the ST keyboard 
does not work (frustrating!), and , final­
ly, there's no index in the 46-page 
manual. 

On the positive side, Haba is making 
an effort to produce quality software. 
Version 1.1 of the program corrected ear­
lier bugs and added features, such as the 
ability to create your own printer con­
figuration file, the ability to send ASCII 
printer codes to the printer, and sub- and 
superscripts. 

I'm told that version 1.2 of HabaWriter 
will have variable line spacing, headers 
and footers , and multiple printer config­
uration files on the distribution disk. 

I'd also like to mention Haba's on-line 
support on CompuServe. Gerry Hum­
phrey from the product development 
staff is very active on the 16-bit SIG (pcs 
58) . 

Not only does he answer all questions 
courteously, but he's interested in feed­
back on this and other Haba products, 
so they can be enhanced to give you the 
best products possible. If you have any 
questions, suggestions or complaints on 
HabaWriter, leave Gerry a message. He'll 
get back to you quickly. 

The on-line customer support provid­
ed by Haba is another indication that 
Haba wants to be your word processing 
company. I don't know of any other com-

pany currently marketing a word proces­
sor for the Atari ST which provides this 
level of support. Given the current ver­
sion of the program and the planned 
changes, HabaWriter could easily be­
come the ST word processor for a lot of 
people. 

HabaWriter works in either high or 
medium resolution on the ST. The pro­
gram lists for $80, and Version 1.2 
should be available by the time you read 
this. Existing owners can receive an up­
grade by sending $7.50 and their origi­
nal disk to Haba Systems, 6711 Valjean 
Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91406 - (818) 
901-8828, attention Technical Support. 

lst Word. 

1st Word is a GEM-based word pro­
cessor developed by GST Holdings, Ud. , 
an English company. The program was 
originally provided free by Atari for ST 
purchasers during the Christmas 1985 
season. It's now sold separately for $40 
and is still being marketed by Atari 
Corp., 1196 Borregas Avenue, Surmyvale, 
CA 94086 - (408) 745-2021. 

Like HabaWriter, 1st Word takes full 
advantage of user-oriented GEM features 
like drop-down menus, icons and win­
dows. Editing tasks, such as cut and 
paste or changes in document layout and 
style, can be performed with the mouse. 
The documentation consists of a 42-page 
file on the program disk. 

lst Word isn't copy protected , so it can 
easily be placed on the higher capac ity, 
double-sided disks or a hard disk. The 
program works in low, medium and high 
resolution, but only medium- and high­
resolution screens will provide you with 
80-column text format. 

A number of files come on the distri­
bution disk. In addition to the 1st Word 
program and resource file, there's a pro­
gram called 1st Print, to allow you to 
print while using 1st Word . You can't 
print a file while there's an open win­
dow on-screen, though. Trying to run 
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the printer program from the GEM desk­
top will not work. 

There's a user guide file and short "tu­
torial fil e" that's nothing more than a 
short example. Three printer drivers­
Epson , Qume and plain ASCII-are in­
cluded on the disk. 

In addition, an install program's avail­
able, to let you create the necessary 
printer driver file after you've edited the 
hex source file. This program creates ei­
ther a .DOT or a .DSY file, for use with 
dot-matrix or daisy-wheel printers, 
respectively. 

The operation of 1st Word is quite 
similar to that of HabaWriter, with a 
couple notable exceptions. In addi tion to 
the menu bar at the top of the screen. 
which contains various commands in 
separate drop-down menus. there's a set 
of function key icons across the bottom, 
to indicate the word processing func­
tions assigned to each function key. 

Keys Fl through F5 indicate toggle 
settings of bold, underlined, italic. light 
and insert mode. The other five keys per­
form actions when editing: line dele­
tion, new page. line centering , and 
paragraph indenting and formatting. 

A particularly useful feature of 1st 
Word is that these function keys can be 
operated either from the keyboard or by 
clicking the mouse on the appropriate 
key icon. 

Another significant difference be­
tween HabaWriter and 1st Word is the 
font table on-screen , partially obscured 
by the primary GEM window. This ta­
ble holds the ST character font, which 
may vary from country to country. Since 
not all the ST's 256 characters are avail­
able from the keyboard, this table al lows 
you to select any character you want. 
simply by clicking the mouse on the cor­
rect position. 

1st Word wi ll copy that character to 
your window at the current cursor po­
sition. This font table is only ava ilable 
in medium and high resolution. 

There are a few things I don't like 
about 1st Word ... Like HabaWriter, it 
only lets you single-space documents. 
The program also has problems refor­
matting text from an ASCII file. And 
there's a silly page eject each time you 
print a document , which can' t be sur­
pressed. There are no extra fonts (like 
Macin tosh uses) ava il able for the 
program. 

On the favorable side. lst Word allows 
the use of headers and footers . although 
they can only be one liners. The program 
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supports page numbering, conditional 
page breaks, the use of position markers, 
and cut and paste operations. As men­
tioned before, it's not copy protected , so 
it can easily be backed up and installed 
on a hard disk . 

1st Word is an easy-to-use and capa­
ble word processing program for the 
Atari ST. I'm sure we'll see more 
sophisticated GEM-based word proces­
sors become available, but , until then, 
1st Word will let you do a lot of writing. 

GEM Write is a word processor for the 
ST, which has been promised since the 
ST was first announced. Atari said that 
several GEM programs would be avail­
able when the computer hit the streets 
in the summer of 1985. Similar to the 
Apple Macintosh , which comes with a 
decent word processor and drawing pro­
gram , the ST was to arrive with some 
software. But , somewhere between there 
and here, the GEM programs got way­
la id . 

For the last several months , I've been 
repeatedly asking both Atari and Digi­
tal Research when we could expect GEM 
Write and GEM Draw. Both have been 
available for the IBM PC market for quite 
a while. 

The response I get from either party 
is the same- it's the other guy who's 
holding things up. 

If you believe the scuttlebut, Atari 
wants to pay a lower price than they first 
agreed to (seems believable). And DRI 
wants Atari to pay them for some other 
stuff, before they turn over the programs 
(also believable). 

The debate won't be settled here. Hav­
ing used GEM Write on a PC, and as­
suming that it'll appear for the ST 
somet ime, I thought it would be appro­
priate to give it a brief mention here. 

GEM Write looks like HabaWriter and 
1st Word , but isn't as functional. Sure, 
it uses a mouse and windowing environ­
ment like the others, but it allows only 
one open window at a time. You can't 
do something as rudimentary as mixing 
formats to produce, say, a single-spaced 
paragraph in a double-spaced docunlent. 
Also. there's no way to pass control 
codes to your print or delete files from 
within the program. 

GEM Write allows you to use either 
drop-down menus or CTRL-key se­
quences for issuing commands. The lat­
ter are very simi lar to those used by 
Wordstar. a popular word processor for 
the Pc. GEM Write supports pagination. 
justification. single- line headers and 

Atari ST Software 
MICROC-SheU $49.95 
Unix style C shell with aliases 
110 Redirection, & batch files . 

MICRO C Tools $24 .95 
Unix style software tools for 
text editing and debugging. 

MICRO Make $34.95 
Automatically builds programs. 
Creates batch files or executes 
compiler/linker etc. directly. 

Beckemeyer Developent Tools 
592 Jean St. #304 
Oakland CA 94610 

(415)658-5318 
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1200/ JOO Au,o Modem (Hyel Type) only 1179.95 
( ">len P"nle, model 120D lupe, buy 1199.95 
IOdO IT ( 0101 Iyllem ond f,ee lof,wo'e 11149.95 

Free shipping with any order 
We service who! we sell since 1963 

COMPUTER OUTLET 
(619) 282-6200 

5661 Mission Go'ge Rd . /Son Diego. CA 92120 
15 DAY TRfAL / MONEY OACK WARRANTY 
Call Or Wrtte tor our momhly Ho[ Sheet 

CIRCLE #135 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

The Exciting Atari ST 
Computers Are Here ... 
New .ohware and enhancements are arriving 

daily for Ihi. wonderful compuler. We will 
evaluale and carry only Ihe be.1 product., .0 
you can ~epend on u. 10 ~pport everylhing 
_____ we .ell! ____ _ 

Call or circle our Reader Service Number on 
Ihe Respon.e Card 10 pul your name on our 

mailing li.1. Thai will enlille you 10 our FREE 
CATALOGS wilh product review., lip. and 

rumors on Ihe ST. 

VISA ... d Muttr(ard ,I •• ,. accrpttd 

Toll Free 800-782-7007 (0"10. 47'·951&) 

837 NE 6th St.-Gran" Pan, OR 97526 
CIRCLE N136 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

MAY 1986/ PAGE 81ST 



II Word Processing continued 

footers , block editing, and search and replace functions. 
Probably its strongest feature is the ability to merge a pic­

ture into the body of a document. GEM Paint files can be 
brought into the program and placed where you like. Then 
the entire document can be saved, or printed as one entity. 
This is how it works on the Pc. The availability of GEM Paint 
for the ST is as questionable as is that of GEM Write itself. 

If you need the ability to merge text with graphics, then 
you may be inclined to wait around for the ST GEM Write. 
Otherwise, existing GEM-based word processors, such as 
HabaWriter and 1st Word easily outdistance GEM Write's 
simple-minded features. 

Which is for you? 
This comparison review was based on many, many hours 

of intimate, personal , first-hand use (and , in some instances, 
abuse) with the currently available word processors for the 
Atari ST. Having had the chance to get familiar with the ST 
over the last nine months, and having used the various word 
processing programs over the last several, has allowed me try 
each program and form opinions based on empirical data . 

I began this project with no favorite programs or axes to 
grind . I've used dozens of word processing programs on var­
ious computers over the last few years. In addition , I spend 
my daily working hours evaluating hardware and software 
from the user's viewpoint. 

I feel strongly that, for an application program to be the 
best it can be, it must be designed with a particular computer 
in mind from the start. A word processing program is limit­
ed by the hardware it runs on. If it doesn't take advantage 
of all the hardware has to offer, it's not an optimum program. 

WORD FOR WORDn
• 

A crossword game for the ATARI ST! 

You can play WORD FOR WORD on a game 
board that looks like this, or you can create your 
own! Drop-down menus make it easy to design 

the shape, size, and layout of the 
game board. Other features let 
you assign letter values, select a 
skill level, and challenge words. 

When the game board is the 
way you want it, invite up to three 
friends to play. And you can 

include Alphie (your computer) in the game. He 
has a 20,000 word vocabulary that is sure to chal­
lenge and improve your skills. The choice is 
yours and the options are almost endless! 

To Order 
Contact your Atari ST dealer, or 
send $39.95 plus $3.50 for 
shipping an d handling . ($43.45) 
Cali fornia residents add $2.40 
sales tax. ($45 .85) 

MasterCard or Visa accepted 

Bay View Software 
177 Webster St., Suite A-295 

Monterey, Cal if. 93940 
(408) 373-4011 

Works with color (medium resolution) or monochrome monitor. 
WORD FOR WORD is a trademark of Bay View Software. 
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With regard to word processing on the Atari ST, only a GEM­
based program can offer the user the most. 

My choice, of the programs compared in this article, is 1st 
Word . With the exception of a few flaws (which, unless re­
solved, limit its usefulness), 1st Word provides the ease of 
use, power and flexibility that an ST word processing pro­
gram should. 

If you were lucky enough to receive 1st Word during the 
1985 Christmas season for free, all the better. But, even at 
its list price of $40, it represents what I think is the best ST 
word processor. 

1St Word should satisfy the word processing needs of the 
majority of ST owners. For that matter, HabaWriter would 
probably be okay, too (especially version 1.2) . However, it's 
slightly more expensive and is copy protected. 

If you simply must have a text-based word processor, then 
you can't beat the price of ST-Writer. It's freely available on 
many bulletin boards and on several information services. 

Regent Word works as advertised, seems bug-free and is 
straightforward to use. Multiple menus, which can be ac­
cessed in an instant, take you through the assorted com­
mands. There's no need to be a cartographer to navigate your 
way around this program. 

Final Word , from Mark of the Unicorn, is the most , of all 
of these programs. It is the most expensive, the most sophisti­
cated, the most time-consuming to learn. It also weighs the 
most. 

Kidding aside, if you need this much power and are will­
ing to spend some time learning the intricacies of it, Final 
Word may be just right for you . 

That's my opinion, based upon hours of use. Of course, the 
final decision rests with you, since you'll be the one who ei­
ther blesses or curses the day you brought a particular word 
processor home to your ST. &=I 
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QUALITY SOFTWARE 
~ TOI - Modula II 

~ Regent - Spell, Word II 

~ Sottworks - Personal Basic 

~ Spinnaker - Educational 

~ Softlogic - Clock Card 

~ ST-Copy 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

1-800-647 -7740 
orders only 

PIONEER BUILDING 

Supra Hard Drive 
10 Meg 

only 649.00 

1 Meg Upgrade 
only 125.00 

520 ST Call 
1040 ST Call 

Quality Systems & Software 
at one convenient price 

• 600 FIRST AVENUE • 
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SUPRA DEALS 
~ Supra 1 Meg - ST Special 

~ Supra BBS - ST Special 

ST Station Packages 

~ ST Station 99.95 

~ ST Station w/computer and drives 

(as pictured below) 

CALL 

1-206-624-9292 
Information & Showroom 

SEATTLE, WA 98104 



It takes 2 of 
their's (Atari) 
to make 1 
of ours. 

Why pay more - FOR LESS! 

THE SHANNER SO-2000 
Available Now! 

Why buy 2 Atari 1 Mb. Drives, separately 
packed, encased in large plastic housings 
for $599.90, when you can purchase the 
SD-2000 Drive System for $399.95. The 
SHANNER SD-2000 is comprised of two 
3.5", 1 Mb. double sided, double density 
drives packaged in an attractive, coordi­
nating grey METAL housing and is fully 
compatible with the Atari ST.* 

You can pay A tari or 
you can SAVE $200.00. 

You be the judge. 

$39995 
• Atari and Atari ST are trademarks of Atari Corporation. 

GUMBALL EXPRESS ORDER FORM. For FAST delivery use this order form or call TOLL FREE 800/423-9442 

Product Description 
8hanner 80-2000 

Price 

$399.95 

P&L 

$7.50 
TOTAL 

$407.45 

If you currently own either an Atari SF354 or SF314, you can use your 
existing power supply. If not, please order Model No. SD-2000PS for 
$14.95. 

o Check here and add $14.95 to $399.95 

All products will be shipped prepaid UPS ground. 

o Check enclosed. (NOTE- order will be shipped when check clears). 

Make check payable to: 
Gumball Express 
707 SW. Washington Street Suite 200 
Portland, Oregon 97205 

o VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 INTERBANK (MasterCard only) 
Name on card _______________ _ 

Account # 

Expiration Date 
Signature _________________ _ 

SHIP TO: 
Name __________________ _ 

Address _________________ _ 

City _________ State ____ Zip __ _ 

C.O.D.'s and purchase orders will not be accepted by Gumball Express. 
Outside the USA add $10. and make payment by bank draft, payable in 
U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank. 
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