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> $3.75 Canadian
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f ordefino Info: visa, MasterCard or COD. No parsonal Checks \
No surcharge for cradit cards. COD add $4 50 Haestocking fee $10.

.Ohio residents add 5.5% state tax

Ship,ping Info: Free shipping on Ordars over $100, in the

P.O. Box 811 - Elyria, Ohio 44036 Jﬁg:(llilg;no':;llzjiahgﬁgightpo rANTE i, sxvp UPO
Tech Info & Fax 21 6-926-3842 —
9AM- 9PM EST CALL FOR CATALOG VIS A Mastercard

D & P HARD DRIVES

The only enclosures we know of
that has the on/off switch up
fuaiad4d:  front, where it belongs, and a
2233858 removable power cord, the
others don’t! Complete with
fan, mounting hardware &
50pin SCSI cable.
Dual monitor hold 2 drives
3.5%r 5.25"
Tri monitor holds 3 - 3.5"
all cases $124.95

bbbk bk l’-ibbhi.
uE.LI. kbR AL

Your choice of above enclosure. Complete assembled unit, using ICD Advantage Phishostwiick and software, Seagate drive,
SCSI cable, and fan! Ready fo plug in and use. . All units have a one year warranty. (Syquest drives 2 Years). Available without
clock for $10 less. This enclosure is of the highest quality, buy ours & buy theirs, if you don’t agree, we will take ours back!!!

_DRIVES only Cornplete systems Rendy to usel e
ST125N-0 3.5" 20MEGS 40MS- $255 P 20 M%SG 28MS- 549% SQ5355 & HD combimations
ST125N-1 3.5" 20MEGS 28MS $279 30 MEG 40MS- $500 30 MEG 40MSEC & 44 - $1034
ST138N-0 3.5" 30MEGS 40MS- $285 30 MEG 28MS.- $524 30 MEG 28MSEC & 44 - $1068
ST138N-1 3.5" 30MEGS 28MS- $309 ¥ 50 MEG 40MS- $534 50 MEG 40MSEC & 44 - $1088
ST157N-0 3.5" SOMEGS 40MS- $319 . : 50 MEG 28MSEC & 44 - $1104
STI57N-1 3.5" SOMEGS 28MS- $345 50 MEG 28MS- $560 65MEG 28MSEC & 44 - $1118
ST277N-15.25" 65SMEGS 28MS- $349 * 65 MEG 28MS- $564 85SMEG 28MSEC & 44 - $1138
ST296N-1 5.25" 8SMEGS 28MS-$369 * 85 MEG 28MS- $584 8SMEG 24MSEC & 44 - $1178
ST1096N 3.5" 8SMEGS 24MS-$409 * 85 MEG 24 MS- $624 1OSBAEE: 19MSEC & 42 $1366

QUANTUM PRO 3.5" 105MEG 19MS - $567 * 105§ MEG 19MS - $782 y 2. ) 7
QUANTUM PRO3.5" 168MEG 15MS - $800 ¥ 168MEG 15MS - $1015 168MEG 15MSEC & 44 - $1600
QUANTUM PRO3.5" 210MEG 15MS - $872 * 210MEG 15MS - $1087 210MEG 1SMSEC &44 - $1672
QUANTUM 3.5" 331 & 425 MEG - CALL = DUAL 44MEG SYQUEST - $1375
SYQUEST SQ555 & CARTRIDGE-$585 SYQUEST 44MEG REMOVABLE- $779 Larger drives and other combinations

*

EXTRA CARTS- $85ea Current Notes PD on HD- $40 (about 40megs)* available!
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MEMORY UPGRADES y;g}[?md: spr Ehﬁ%

1040 STE - call = ZRam -2.5 or 4 $105
520FM - call (Board wichipe 7. SMegs- $201 3 Megs- $297) | Migraph Hand Scanner(w/Toachup) - $339
4 SM 124 mono monitor - $170 Z-Ram/2.5- 520 ST-2.5Meg - $100 3 Monitor Master - $32
E New Atari 14" color monitor w/Sterio - $339 (Board w/chips 2. 5Megs- $196) Monitor Stand (adjustable) - $14
] PORTFOLIO - call Z-Ram/Mega I1- 4Megs - $100 Monitor Stand w/power switches - $45.95
Mouse Master - $26 Mouse mats - $5

ARG (Board w/chips- $196)
M(ODEMS 1 Meg 80ns Chips $6.ea Mouse (Atari) - $48
Modem or Printer cable - 7 5 STE SIMMS - Imeg each - $55 ‘ Mouse (Golden Image) - $37
. Maultisynch Monitor (Acer) - $439

Supra 2400 baud modem - $109 = 7 -
Zoom 2400 baud modem - $99 o M}I&C“ ]ITEMS Omniswitch - $79 Overscan w/autoswitch- $109

US Robotics Courier 2400 - $299 § AdSpeed(ICD’s 16mhz accelerator) - $270 Panasonic KX-P1124 24 pin printer - $310
US Robotics Courier HST 9600Bd - $599 ¢ ATonce IBM emulator - ! call ! - PC Speed- $§199 AT Speed- $359
Blitz cable w/software - $46.95 - PC Speed Bridge - $65

FLOPPY DRIVES [ Cioin M Erodals. S8 SO Seates b a. $124

Master 38 - $139 = Cleanup ST - $24.95 SGS Network Node - $79
Master 3S-D(has track indicator)- $149 Discovery Cart (option 0) or (Mini) - $135 = Spectre GCR (cart)- $215
Master 5S (5.25") - $205 Drive Master - $32 = Star NX1001 9pin printer - $169.60
Atari SF314 - $165 . DVT-VCR hd backup - $119.95 Star NX-2420 24pin printer - $320

MPFD 1080 - $305 50pin SCSI dual drive cable 18"- $10 SThime (under rom clock) - $43
Drive extension cable 6 ft - $13.95 HP Deskjet printer - $549 - Supercharger W/1Meg- $429
(Ideal for home brew Blitz cables) c HXdDﬁkiet 50‘0 prinller - 3555!;'3 guperg:a:ger ;\)/lo?her Supply - 52‘6ii§
& ICD Advantage Plus w/clock - T7 upercharger Math coprocessor-
Teakwood Disk Cases - I1CD Advantage (no clock) - $83.77 : Synchro Express - $79
3.5"- 90disks- $24.95 ICD Advantage Micro (Mega’s) - $77 TC Power (software for IBM emulators) - $39.95
3.5"- 135disks- $31.95 IMG Scan (Seymor-Radix) - $58 Turbol6 Accelerator - $257
.25 - 120disks- §32.95 2223 Mega Keyboard Extension 6ft - $11 Tweety Board - $27
Mega Keyboard Extension 8ft - $12 Universal Printer Stand - $13
Mega Keyboard Extension 12ft - $13 Video Key - $59
Mega Keyboard Extension 25ft -$14 Vidi ST - $124.95

e T
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CUST SERVICE

RIO COMPUTERS [T

800-782-9110 «assah  baltggzEavee Leie i
Take Total Control Of

TIVIE il

PHASE-4" Solid Object Motion Control and Animation Sysfem

B Opens a 4th dimension in which you actually cut, copy and paste time itself /¢

B View 3D objects in the past, present or future from any point in space/time, simultaneously

B Do cyclic polymorphic transformations without point and face limitations T

B Fully mouse- and tablet- driven programming with keyboard support - Totally eliminate
program control codes —X

B Supports all ST and TT resolutions

B Outputs to P.I.X.A.R.’s Renderman RIB files

ROSETTA-3D Translator/Viewer - $89.95

Q Translate from one CAD, animation or rendering format into any other supporte
O Translation file size limited only by mass storage device - not memory size

U Translate entire folders using wildcards

O Import individual objects from within a file

Q Quickly create and preview animations with simple "point-and-click" animation
O Unique 3D object marker enables design of animation storyboards in seconds not minuites or hours

Q High speed wireframe and depth-cue wireframe modes

O Amazingly fast depth-cue point cloud mode for real time playback of large objects

Q Several solid polygon modes - uses revolutionary new polygon drawing algorithm for lightning fast display

CHRONOS Key Frame Animator - $249.95 SPECIAL PAK PRICES

gCreate stunning and complicated 3D animations without programming a single line of code
Makes animation as simple as point-and-click... no complicated motion control language iy
O Point-and-click object, camera and light manipulation provides very inuitive user interface Full PHASE-4 Pak - $369.95

Q Spotlighting and shadow casting funtions built in 1. Rosetta-3D
Q Unique ability to cut. copy and paste motion for repeating complex motion sequences 2. Chronos
0 Data compatible with all Cyber  series products 3. Prism Paint
. 4. Prism Render
PRISM PAINT Drawing Program - $79.95 5. Prism Tablet Driver
QO Runs in all ATARI™ resolutions plus 1024X768 4096 color mode 6. Prism Ultilities
Q 24 bit true color mode with 16 million on screen colors
(Al the standard paint program functions (circle, box, elipse, fill, Animation Pak - $269.95
cut, paste, copy, pixel editing etc.) 1. Rosetta-3D
Q Supports the Cal-Comp graphics tablet in four resolutions 2: Ehiendas

O Create animations using the built-in slide show features .
3. Prism Render

PRISM RENDER - $89.95 4. Prism Utilities

Q Turns wire frame creations into "photographic” quality images Artist Pak - $349.95

Q Materials editor turns rendered surface into wood, chrome etc. : :
1. Prism Paint

PRISM TABLET DRIVER - $49.95 2. Prism Render

PRISM TABLET w/driver - $224.95 3. Prism Tab!e_t
4. Prism Utilities

Free Compuserve On-Line Support

“Add $5.00 shippi I h | U.S.: $8.00 - PR, AK, HI, FPO, APO: $11.00-Canada/Mex:
RIO COMPUTERS X3 heergnydue o e coniei e skeciey cowruter uooet wini oroen  800-782-9110
3430 E. TROPICANA AVE. #65 VISNMC/Checks/Monez Orders/C.0.D. Accepted: Please call for return authorization number - returns 702 454 7700

i - -

subject to a 20% restocking fee: We reserve the right to substitute products of different appearance but
LAS VEGAS, NV 89121 equal quality and function for items pictured above: Prices Subject to change without notice. IN NEVADA




Right on Target 8
Dave Plotkin tells of his recent
move into his new home and
finding equipment he can retire.

Atari’s Mega/STE—Inside
and Out

The new Mega/STE is examined
by Bill and Pattie Rayl.

10

BYTE Magazine Answers 14
Back

ACCEPT’s Tim Holt and

LACE's Irwin Brooks discuss a

recent letter from BYTE

magazine’s editor.

The Great Piracy 17
Questionnaire

Robert Pecora (CACE) has a

questionnaire for all of us.

A-T-A-R-l, 20
Continuing his monthly column,
AFED’s Paul Alhart talks about
call waiting and modems.

HEATURE ARG

C-manship Complete

Clay Walnum'’s C tutorial

E:Cl ge is reviewed by Bill
yl.

eSTeem PILOT

24

TEAC's Peter Loeser reviews the

PILOT programming langua
packagg frog; eSTeexgn. o

Born Again Flowcharts
Robert Arp, Jr. shows us how
flowcharts can actually have a
place in today’s programming!

16Bit Computer Faire in
London

Michael Shiitz and Pattie Rayl

talk about the recent Atari and

Amiga show in London.

STashv.1.4

STUN'’s R.Larsen and
J.Hepworth review this high
speed back-up utility from
Silicon Mountain Systems.

26
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Your Connection to the

GramSlam from Phil Comeau 33
Software

Bill Pike of PAC reviews the

new grammer and style checker.

How’s Your Memory? 36

RACE's Eric Schofield talks

about upgrading the memory in

the new Atari STe computer

line.

Drakkhen 38
Scott Sorg reviews Infogames’
graphic, fantasy role-playing
game.

Epson Action Printer 40

SWAG's Gary Lentz shares his
thoughts on his new Epson laser
printer.

Atari Bulletin Board 4
Reader’s Viewpoint 6
AIM ST Disk of the Month a1
Advertiser’'s List 56

from Unicorn Publications.

Atari Interface Magazine is a monthly publication that also serves as an official newsletter of several independent Atari user groups and is
not affiliated with Atari Corp. in any way. AIM is published by Unicorn Publications, 3487 Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108, (313)
973-8825 voice, (313) 973-9137 BBS. A subscription to AIM is included in membership in any participating club or may be obtained directly

AIM does not knowingly reprint copyrighted material without first obtaining permission from the source. Non-commercial user group
publications are granted permission to reprint articles from this magazine as long as credit is given to AIM, the author and club (if applicable).
Opinions expressed within articles in this magazine are solely the views of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the opinions of AIM
or any participating club. Atari, the Fuji symbol and names of Atari computer products are trademarks of Atari Corp.
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Bill & Pattie Rayl

Atari Corp. News

There has been lots of activity
in the Atari community this
month. Perhaps the biggest event
was the non-conference with Sam
Tramiel on GEnie on the 30th of
January. It was a non-conference
because GEnie’s Grand Hall could
not handle the number of people
calling in to talk to Sam. The con-
ference was moved into the Grand
Hall to keep this from happening,
since the Grand Hall is supposed
to accomodate a large number of
users.

Before the conference began,
we were dropped off GEnie at
least eight times, and there were
several more service failures while
Sam was speaking.

Over the few years that GEnie
has been the official online support
system for Atari, there have been
four conferences with Sam Tra-
miel. Only one of those conferen-
ces has been a success with no sys-
tem failures. The very first Sam
Tramiel conference crashed GEnie
altogether, whereas this conference
just seemed to be bombing out the
conference area.

The conference was nothing if
not chaotic, and, judging by com-
ments from paying subscribers, left
attendees upset with GEnie and
perhaps Atari as well. To try to
make up for the fiasco, GEnie held
another conference with Atari
Computers Director Greg Pratt
during the following week’s
regular Wednesday conference in
the Atari ST Roundtable.

Sam Tramiel is scheduled to
speak on CompuServe in the Con-
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ference Center late in February.
The CompuServe Convention Cen-
ter can handle over 500 users, and

the past conferences with Sam in .

the Convention Center have been a
success.

During the GEnie conference,
the subject of advertizing was
brought up, but never given a full
discussion. According to Sam,
Atari will not have a major ad
campaign.

However, Atari will give ad
money to dealers to build up Atari
in their specific area. Atari no
longer requires dealers to purchase
a set amount of equipment, nor
does Atari want the dealer to pay
for it first and then reimburse them
for half when they fill out paper-
work.

Atari will now also pay up
front for ads the dealers wish to
run, whether newspaper, radio or
TV ads. This refocuses Atari’s pol-
icy about co-op ads, where adver-
tizing depended on the dealer
having enough spare cash to run
all the ads and get back some pay-
ment down the road. Now, a deal-
er can get the funds from Atari to
help strengthen his business,
which strengthens Atari’s presence
in the dealer’s area.

New Distributors

Atari has also signed up with
distributors like Pacific Software to
sell all the Atari hardware except
the TT. This gives dealers more ac-
cess to equipment since Pacific
Software is the largest supplier of
Atari software and most dealers
order from them already. This
means dealers aren’t relying solely
on regional firms to obtain equip-
ment.

In the past, this system didn’t
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work as smoothly as it might have
because many of the rep. firms
didn’t give major effort to Atari
and promoting Atari products.

Also, many dealers didn’t have
a regional firm to deal with, and
this seemed to create a strain on
Atari to make up the slack. Atari
stopped going through distribu-
tors because dealers complained
about mail-order houses undercut-
ting their prices. Atari did this for
the dealers, and has since acknow-
ledged that this almost killed
them.

Prices Drop!

On top of signing up three new
distributors for Atari products,
Atari has lowered its prices to
dealers! Users across the country
are seeing prices on new 1040STEs
of $399 or less (without monitor).
The suggested retail for the Portfo-
lio has decreased from $399 to
$299 and the Lynx has gone from
$149 to $99. The price of the TT
has also come down with the
2Meg/50Meg hard drive version
starting at $2399 (with monitor).
Megas have been spotted for less
than $1000.

MegaSTEs have been spotted at
dealerships too. Last month, we
reported the Mega/STE passed
FCC Class B testing, and now the
TT and Mega/STE are shipping.
TTs are being shipped to value-
added retailers (VARs), but your
local dealer may be a VAR. As of
this writing, the TT had not passed
FCC Class B, but was expected to
soon.

At the recent Atari Show in
Vancouver, British Columbia, a
1Meg version of the Mega/STE
was shown. The thought behind
such a machine, it seems, is allow-
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ing dealers to configure the Mega/STE to the taste of
the buyer. Many users already own larger capacity
hard drives than what comes in the Mega/STE, and it
would be very simple to upgrade the SIMMs in a
1Meg Mega/STE to 4Megs of RAM. Currently, there is
no word about whether we’ll see such a machine in
the US.

Atari Demo Contest

Apparently dealers have been clamouring for
demos to show off the new features of Atari’s hard-
ware. To help them, Atari has announced a demo con-
test looking for demos that feature DMA sound, digi-
tized speech and advanced color graphics that will
make people want to buy an STe, Mega/STE or TT.

Demos should take advantage of the expanded
color palette, or show off the abilities of existing pack-
ages such as the Cyber series or Deluxe Paint, or be
self-running, interactive demos that a shopper could
get involved with in the store. All submitted demos
will become the property of Atari, and will be freely
distributed to dealers and users. One winner and two
runners-up will be chosen by Atari staff.

First prize is a TT; second prize is a Mega/STE; and
third prize is a Lynx with two game cartridges. En-
tries should be sent to ATARIDEV on GEnie or
70007,1072 on CompuServe or mailed to Atari Corpor-
ation, 1196 Borregas Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94086, Atten-
tion Bill Rehbock. All entries must be postmarked no
later than March 26, 1991 and received by April 5,
1991.

Developer News

Jay Craswell, creator of the ISAC board, is now on
his own as Dover Research. He’s currently developing
a VME graphics card for the Mega/STE. There has
been discussion of a convertor box for products re-
quiring the Mega expansion box. Also, George
Richardson of Merlin Group, Inc. is developing a
color/mono video VME card for the new computers.

Practical Solutions has closed its doors as of Janu-
ary 31st. A spokesman for Practical Solutions said a
slow summer and fall season plus the onset of the re-
cession depleted their revenues, leaving investors and
bankers with the feeling it was time to call it quits.

Bob Luneski, author of the hard drive utility Dia-
mond Back, announced he has cancelled Data Innova-
tions’ license to distribute Diamond Back II, effective
March 8, 1991. Bob’s company, Oregon Research As-
sociates, will release an update to Diamond Back Il on
March 8. Current owners can upgrade to version 2.02
by sending their original disk and $7.50 to Oregon Re-
search Associates, 16200 SW Pacific Hwy, Suite 162,
Tigard, OR 97224.

Soft-Aware, Unlimited has announced the latest
version of their versatile data/image manager. Ver-
sion 2.03 of Informer II now allows up to 52 data fields
and the user can view external image or text and even
HEX files. Included in each package is a self-running

demo to give the user a general overview of the pro-
gram and its basic features. Soft-Aware, Unlimited,
334 B N. Eudlid, Upland, CA 91786 or (714) 982-8409.

Menu Plus has just been released by Rimik Enter-
prises. Menu Plus is a full-featured desktop enhance-
ment that allows users to quickly run programs on
floppy and hard drives. Menu Plus allows you to set
up a main menu with submenus, plus the ability to
view Degas, Neochrome and Spectrum picture from
the desktop. Users can also view or print text, with
the left and right mouse buttons used for scrolling text
up and down the screen. A special AutoPlay feature
allows users to play sound files. Rimik Enterprises,
836 Osborne St, Vista, CA 92084 or (619) 630-1217.

Quidnunc Software announced version 2.0 of Stalk
the Market will be available soon. It seems a delay was
caused by some hardware problems that were only re-
cently solved. Quidnunc Software can be contacted at
(214) 243-0663.

Maxwell CPU is now shipping their desk accessory
Expose. Expose offers users a notepad and graphics
window, as well as a quick display of disk/partition
free space, editable date/time clock, a screen snapshot
function and more. In the graphics window, users can
load in Degas, NeoChrome, Tiny, IMG, GEM and
MacPaint files. These can be edited and cropped and
then saved in IMG format. Expose sells for $39.95.
Maxwell CPU, PO Box 576, Louisville, CO 80027 or
(303) 666-7754.

ATARI ST SOFTWARE tor only... $ l ()()

Each of our SHAREWARE / PD disks are supplied on
double sided disks for easy expansion and costs only one
dollar each. Call or write for our free ST Product Guide.

Atari 1040-STE 379.95 | GFA Basic Help Disk

SC 1435 Monitor 309.95 | Tetris Clones

Megafile 30 419.00 | Columns/Bughunt (mono)

Cordless Mouse 84.00 | Desk Accesories

Atari Lynx 159.95 | Graphics Art Disk

Master 3-SD Drive  139.95 | ST Writer 3.0

Diverse 720 Drive  109.95 | Game Pack of 10

IB Drive 5.25/40-T 168.00 | Telecomm Stuff

Power Drive 1.44  239.95 | Copy & Backup

Joppa Modem/Fax  134.95 | Kids Programs

Vidi ST Digitizer 122.00 | Above disks only 1.00 ea.

Spectre GCR 205.00

Supra 2400 w/MNP  169.95 | 3.5 DS/DD Disks

Scanner&Touch Up  285.00 45 ea. any quantity
MUNSIE MARKETING

7540 NE Loop 820, Suite 108, #153, NRH, TX 76180
Inquiry: 817-498-3951 ORDER: 800-4-MUNSIE (686743)
Mon-Fri 9:00-6:00pm central (Phone lines are now open)

Before sending any payment through the mail, please call to verify
product information. Shipping 3.95/order. 1040STE and SC-1435 orders
add 6.00. C.0.D. orders accepted over our toll free order line. Please add
3.30 for C.0.D. Prices subject to change. Always inquire who you
speak with when ordering. Support our American troops overseas!
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Dear Editor

Having just read the NeoDesk 3
review in the February issue of
your excellent magazine, I felt that
there were some minor points in
the review that could use some
clarification. Let me first state that
overall I found the review very
complete and accurate; it is a pity
larger magazines do not take in-
spiration from magazines like
yours.

First of all, we do not consider
our product in competition with
Double Click’s DC Desktop pro-
gram. This is something that even
the folks at Double Click will agree
with. While the programs offer
some similar basic features, they
are both quite different and in-
tended towards completely differ-
ent markets.

NeoDesk 3 has hundreds of fea-
tures and capabilities that are
either not available in any other
program or only available after
buying five or six different utilities
(totalling a lot more).

The motivating factor behind
all the enhancements and new fea-
tures in NeoDesk 3 was not com-
petition (after all, NeoDesk 2.0 was
already selling quite well) but our

users. Their strong support, en-

couragement, ideas and sugges-
tions convinced us that we should
do better.

It was with this support that we
sat down and spent over a year of
development working on a com-
plete rewrite which resulted in
what we have today.

Not only does NeoDesk 3 offer
more features and capabilities
than any similar program on the
ST (including the new TT desktop),

A A
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desktops and shells offered on
other computer systems.

I am sorry that Mr. Pike found
our manual index limiting. We
worked very carefully on it to in-
clude the information which we
felt users would want to look up.

As Mr. Pike himself noticed, we
did not duplicate a lot of the infor-
mation that was already included
in the very complete table of con-
tents. Based on the mentions, com-
ments and technical support calls
we receive, we are confident that
our manual has superceded our
original intentions and offers the
answers that most users seek.

One relevant feature of the pro-
gram that Mr. Pike seems to have
missed is the new "reorder" mode.
By using this feature one can
change the order of any directory
(including the AUTO folder) to
any custom order desired.

This not only allows a high de-
gree of customizing (I personally
prefer to have all the programs at
the upper left of all my windows
when I open a folder), but it also
makes it much easier to reorganize
the AUTO folder. However, Mr.
Pike seems to have brilliantly
solved the problem by discovering
a novel way to do this.

Sincerely,
Rich Flashman
President, Gribnif

Dear Bill and Pattie

Happy New Year to all of you...
I just want you to know that I en-
joy AIM and look forward to re-
ceiving your outstanding maga-
zine each and every month. Keep
up the good work.
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Viewpoint

Perhaps you may want to call to
your readers’ attention the follow-
ing events:

In August of 1990, I purchased
NeoCept’s WordUp v.3.0 from 1st
Stop, a mail order firm in Ohio.
Right out of the box, the program
was full of bugs. The program
would crash right after printing a
document, which would force you
to reset your system. I tried calling
the customer service number; it
was always busy, so I wrote Neo-
Cept and 1st Stop.

To this day, and after two more
letters, neither has replied. Neo-
Cept’s customer service number,
after being changed three times, is
a recorded message telling users to
write. I ordered the 8/20/90 Neo-
Cept fix from BRE Software. Now
my system crashes before it prints!!

Needless to say, I am out over
80 bucks. Ijust do not want to see
anyone get stiffed with this worth-
less and unsupported word pro-
cessor from NeoCept.

There is no help, once you pur-
chase the program.

There is a major shake out go-
ing on in the ST marketplace. Fu-
ture Systems, makers of disk
drives, just ceased to exist, which
is a shame because they manufac-
tured an excellent drive. I think
that, as the ST market shrinks, due
to Atari’s US market strategies,
and with price reductions from
Apple and Big Blue, it is going to
shrink even more, and we will see
more and more vendors and man-
ufacturers drop the ST.

I planned to upgrade my 1040
to 2.5Megs, but do I invest money
in a machine that is doomed for
extinction? Tell me I am wrong!

Ted Evans

West Chester, PA



PHONE (716) 586-5545

COMPUTER SOFTWARE SERVICES
P.O. BOX 17660, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14617

*SHIPPING! Add $5 for Shippi

UPS BLUE LABLE (2nd DAY AIR) available for $3 extra per shipment

CALL TODAY! (716) 586-5545
9 am - 5pm (EST) WEEKDAYS
24 HR. BBS (716) 247-7157

BRAND NEW ITEMS

BEST SELLERS

$16995/ THE “SUPER E-BURNER!” $169%5/
$199% $199%

The Super E-Burner is a PROM/EPROM copying/programing
device that plugs into your Atari’s cartridge port. It is the FASTEST,
most versatile Eprom programmer ever devised for Atari. It will
program all Eprom sizes from 2732’s through 1 Meg! Its speed is
incredible. It can program a 27128 and double verify its contents
in 15 seconds! It is a software driven device which allows the user
to READ and/or PROGRAM proms/eproms and save their contents
to disk or hard drive. Only $169.95 plus $8 S/H/I. Mini GANG
BURNER which Is the same as above but will burn two eproms at a
time is only $199.95 plus $8 S/H/I.

$4995 “HARD DRIVE PRO BACKUP!” $499%

A truly useful utility for anyone owning a Hard Drive. It is the
simplest, fastest, most versatile HD backup program ever offered
for Atari 8 bit computers! It will allow you to stream your data to
floppys (up to 8 destination drives!). other HD's, and is VCB
compatible if and when our VCR backup interface becomes
available!

* SUPER FAST
* AUTOMATIC COMPRESSION

« Backs up by ARCHIVE, by
DATE, or by selected

to save disk space DIRECTORY /SUBDIRECTORY
* Allows saving to 8 « Supports ULTRA HIGH SPEED
STINATION drives! disk 1/O to capable floppy
« Allows saving to another HD drives
« VCR backup compatible « Allows PRINTER DUMP of all
« Restores individual directories pertinent information
« Works with MYDOS or SPARTA

« Will save to 80 TRACK drives

Only $49.95 plus $5 S/H/I.

$9995/ “XF551 3.5" CONVERSION!” $9995/
$139% $1399%

The XF551 3.5° CONVERSION kit for your XF551 drive will double
your storage space (750K per disk!) while allowing you to use the
far superior 3.5" disks currently being used by many of the major
computer manufacturers. Included with each kit is a high quality
SONY 3.5' drive, completely mounted in a 5 1/4" faceplate
assembly, all cables necessary for a SOLDERLESS 2 minute
installation, and a completely re-written OS (including some
incompatibility problems). This is the best quality conversion of its
type! Only $99.95 plus $8 S/H/I. A DELUXE CONVERSION which
allows the use of the existing 5 1/4" mechanism in your XF551
along with the 3.5" drive is also available. It will allow you to
access BOTH mechanisms as two separate drives so copying
from 5 1/4" to 3.5" disk or vice-versa is possible even when mixing
densities! And its totally SWITCHLESSI Just insert your disks and DOS
does the rest! Kit contains all features of the standard conversion
(above) except that minimal soldering is required Only $139.95
plus $8 S/H/I.

$499 “BLACK BOX ENHANCER"1® $4995

A must for all serious BLACK BOX owners! This device simply plugs

into your BLACK BOX and delivers the following features:

« High resolution screen dumping in 16 shades of GREYI

« Dramatically improves print quality of TEXT or GRAPHICS!

« Built in handler will print CONTROL and INVERSE characters.

« Has built in Hard Drive TASK MASTER utility

« Supports MYDOS and SPARTA

 Supports all densities

« Built in SECTOR EDITOR supporting partitions up to 16 meg!

« Displays DIRECTORIES and SUBDIRECTORIES

« Built in SECTOR COPIER utilizes all available memory

« Copies selectable sectors

« Allows editing of ASCIl

« SEARCH by string (ASCH or HEX)

« Automatic HEX/DEC toggle

« Built in DISASSEMBLER

« EDIT/SEARCH by 11 or 16 bit links/SPARTA sector map/or entire
disk

Ideal for repairing blown directories, making on the spot repairs or

REPAIRS

$6995 SUPER ARCHIVER $6995

The new SUPER ARCHIVER, obsoletes all copying devices
currently available for the ATARI 1050! It eliminates the need for
Patches, PDB files, Computer Hardware, etc. Copies are exact
duplicates of originals and will run on any drive; without
exaggeration, the SUPER ARCHIVER is the most powerful
PROGRAMMING/COPYING device available for the 1050!
Installation consists of a plug-in chip and 6 simple solder
connections. Software included. Features are:

« TRUE DOUBLE DENSITY * PHANTOM SECTOR MAKER

« ULTRA-SPEED read/write + ARCHIVER/HAPPY ARCHIVER

« FULLY AUTOMATIC COPYING « COMPATIBLE

* SUPPORTS EXTRA MEMORY « BUILT-IN EDITOR-reads, writes,

« SCREEN DUMP to printer displays up to 35

« TOGGLE HEX/DEC DISPLAY sectors/track short

« SECTOR or TRACK TRACING « BUILT-IN CUSTOM FORMATTER

« AUTOMATIC DIAGNOSTICS up fo 40 sectors/track

« DISPLAYS HIDDEN « BUILT-IN DISASSEMBLER
PROTECTION © BUILT-IN MAPPER-up fo 42

« ADJUSTABLE/CUSTOM sectors/track
SKEWING « DISPLAYS/COPIES Double

« AUTOMATIC SPEED Density HEADERS
COMPENSATION * AUTOMATIC FORMAT LENGTH

* AUTOMATIC/ CORRECTION
PROGRAMMABLE © SIMPLE INSTALLATION

$999 The "SUPER ARCHIVER II'l®  $9995

NOW! COPIES all ENHANCED DENSITY programs plus retains all of
the features of our World Famous SUPER ARCHIVER! (see
above). Allows you to COPY or CREATE single or ENHANCED
density protection schemes (including PHANTOM SECTORS!).
Completely automatic; compatible with the BIT-WRITER | the
ULTIMATE BACKUP/PROGRAMMING device! Only $99.95 plus $4
S/H/I. NOTICE! If you already own a SUPER ARCHIVER!, you can
upgrade to a SUPER ARCHIVER Il for only $29.95 plus $5 S/H/N
(disk only-no additional hardware required)

$79% BIT-WRITER $7995

The Super Archiver "BIT-WRITER"! is capable of duplicating even
the “uncopyable” EA and SYN series which employ 34 FULL
sectors/track. The "BIT-WRITER"! is capable of reproducing
these and FUTURE protection schemes of non-physically
damaged disks. Simple instaliation... PLUG-IN circuit board and
4 simple solder connections. The “SUPER ARCHIVER" with the
“BIT-WRITER"! is the ultimate PROGRAMMING/COPYING device
for Atari 1050°s. EXACT DUPLICATES of originals are made!
Copies run an ANY drive. Must be used with Super Archiver.
Only $79.95 plus $5 S/H/I.

$699 ULTRA SPEED PLUS $699%

Imagine a universal XL/XE Operating System so easy to use that
anyone can operate it instantly, yet so versatile and powerful
that every Hacker, Programmer and Ramdisk owner will wonder
how they ever got along without it! Uitra Speed Plus puts
unbelievable speed and convenience at your fingertips. Use
ANY DOS to place an ULTRA SPEED format on your disks, boot
any drive (1-9) upon power-up, format your RAMDISK in Double
Density, activate a built-in 400/800 OS for software
compatibility, plus dozens of other features too numerous to
mention! Below are just a FEW features you'll find in the
amatzing OS:

DEALER/DISTRIBUTOR/USER GROUP Discount available call for info.
PHONE orders ¢ MASTER CARD, VISA MAIL « Money Orders, Checks

ing/Handling/Insurance within the U.S.A.

COMPUTER SOFTWARE SERVICES
P.O. Box 17660
Rochester, N.Y. 14617

$19995 The “BLACK BOX"I®

The Black Box is a device for your XL or 130XE computer that
adds tremendous power to your 8-bit Atari. It has two buttons,
two switches, and a set of dip switches visible from the outside. It
plugs directly into the back of the 600XL, 800XL, and 130XE
computers. Custom cases may be an optional expense. The
Black Box performs three main tasks: interface to a SASI/SCSI bus
device (hard disks), Parallel printer port, and a RS232 port. A
fourth option, available soon, will be a floppy disk port, especially
useful to XF-551 owners. The SASI/SCSI port provides the
necessary signals for hooking up most common hard disks, You
may partition your hard disk into as many drives as you wish; up
to 9 can be accessed at at time. By pressing one of the buttons
on the Black Box, you will enter the configuration menu, where
you can re-assign drive numbers, etc. When you exit, you will be
right back in the program you were running when the switch was
pressed. Each hard disk can be write-protected. The Parallel
Printer port will allow you to hook up any printer that uses the
standard Centronics interface. As an option, you can use the
computer's extra memory as a printer buffer, or order the Black
Box with 64K of on-board RAM. You may assign printer number
and line-feed options within the menu (for use with multiple
printers). Another amazing feature of the Black Box is the built-in
screen dump. By pressing a button (on the box). the contents of
your screen will be dumped fo your printer (you can define text
or graphics modes with a switch)! The RS232 port supplies the full
RS232 spec signals for connection to a modem, or another
machine (for null-modeming). The handler for the Black Box' s
modem port is built in and takes up NO memory! The port
handles rates up to TRUE 19.2K BAUD! A future upgrade for the
Black Box is a floppy disk interface board. This will allow the
addition of up to four 5.25' or 3.5" mixtures of floppy drives to be
used with the system. The drives will act like standard
single/enhanced/double density disk drives, but MUCH faster! All
drives will be Super Archiver compatible, and support up to 2
sides of 80 tracks. Along with this hardware upgrade will come
soffware capable of reading, writing, and formatting disks in IBM's
MS-DOS format and the Atari ST format, and allow you fo transfer
files between those disk formats and the Atari's format. in
addition , a machine language monitor has been added to
allow memory disassembly, memory/register changes, and more.
The Price of the Black Box is $199.95 for the basic unit and $249.95
with 64K of RAM (for printer spooler) plus $8 for S/H/I. An optional
customn BLACK BOX case is available for $39.95 extra. The Black
Box is a product of Computer Software Services...Not the Black
Box Corporation!

$1999%5  The “MULTIPLEXER”I®  $199%

This device brings the power and flexibility of larger systems to
your 8-bit. The Multiplexer is a device (actually a collection of
modules) that allow up to 8 Ataris fo read and write to the same
drive (typically a hard disk), printer, and talk fo each other. One
‘master* computer (any 8-bit) is equipped with the master
Multiplexer interface. Then up fo 8 “slave’ computers can hook up
to the master, each having their own slave interface. The
‘common® peripherals (things that are to be shared) are
connected to the master computer. On each slave, all disk and
printer 1/O is routed through the master, so no drives are needed
on them. The master computer can be configured in any manner
you wish - you can for example have certain peripherals “local’ to
the slave, or routed to a different number on the master. Under
development is a BBS system that will make full use of this device,
allow ing up to 8 lines/users to be using the system at the same
time! A multiuser chat mode is a feature of this program,
however, you do not NEED this program fo run a BBS with the
Multiplexer (but be warned that not all BBS programs will run
concurrently). All slaves are independent, and do not need to
have the same program running on them. This system is excellent
for BBS SysOps. because you can be using your hard disk(s) while
still running your BBS uninterrupted! Another example is in a
classroom situation, or anywhere a disk needs to be shared by
different people. This is an EXCELLENT programming/debugging
tool as welll The Multiplexer price is $199.95 for a master and two
slave units (plus $5 S/H/1. Additional slave units are $99.95 each.

$19995

HARD DRIVE & LIMITED SPECIALS

« ULTRA SPEED SI0 for + Built in RAMDISK + DOUBLE DENSITY
most modified drives canmura(ion editor9 RAMDISK c. le

+ ULTRA SPEED is *R ISK exactly « Entire ME} Y test
toggleable duplicates floppy drive  that pinpoints defective

« Boot directly from so sector copying and RAM chip
RAMDISK sector editing are now * Boot any drive (1-9)

- Special timer circuits %ssnpla n power-up or cold-
not required for 1 or2  + Built-in MINI Sector start
M I opier * Supports memo%

« Ba ?round colors « Toggle SCREEN OFF a?mdes v‘lll,elo o
adjustable for up to 40% increase GAB S

« Reverse use of of processing + THREE Operating
OoP key « Toggle internal BASIC ~ Systems in one

« Cold-start without + Ram resident disk b L/XE,
memory loss loader grogram LTRA SPEED PLUS)

« Built-in floppy/disk (MACH10 menu)

configuration editor (1-9)

$3995 THE “RICHMANS”

80 Column Word Processor

$3995

Easy to use, very powerful, and NO ADDITIONAL HARDWARE
required! Works with TV or Monitor! This “DISK ONLY" 80 Column
Word-Processor is simple to use while offering numerous
features such as:

+ Completely Menu driven « Insert and Delete

For 24-48 hour repair service on Atari computers or drives, call our
repair department at (716) 586-5545 day or night. All work is
guaranteed, NO minimum estimate fees; if you have two or
more items for repair and don't want fo spend any money ...
send them to us and we'll use the parts from both defective
items to make one good working unit at NO CHARGE ... we'll
keep the other defective item for parts!

« Self contained DOS « Search Mode
« Complete Text ing « View only mode
« Built-in Printer Drivers + Memory Statistics
« Page numberi « Alternate Output
« Justify and Endfill « Change screen Colors, borders,
« High Cursor luminesce
. Il Checker « Mouse compatible
« 80 COLUMNS ON THE + XEP-80 Compatible
SCREEN!

One expert has compared 40 domestic and foreign word-
P an luded that the RICHMANS 80 Column
Word-Processor is the best! Only $39.95 plus $5 S/H/I. (64K
required).

Hard Drive Systems include drive, Black Box, a zero RF power supply, controller, cables
DOS and assorted HD software. All systems are wired, preformatted and have sample
programs on them. Attach to your computer and BOOT! No hassles! We have systems
available from 5 meg to 108 meg. Prices start as low as $399.95!

Limited Specials are on a first come, first served basis Preowned items are in
exceptionally clean condition and are in perfect operating order. All items are warranteed.
Sorry...no rainchecks...no Dealer Discounts. S/H/ to be determined according to weight
and value of each item purchased

1. 5 Meg removable or 10 Meg fixed Hard Drive Systems...NEW! $399.95
2. 20 Meg industrial HD system $495.00
3. 32 Meg industrial HD system $595.00
4. 64 Meg industrial HD system $750.00
5. 108 Meg industrial HD system $995.00
We have all HD sizes from 3.5" o 8" industrial-—any capacity!

6. Adapter 4000A controller $89.95
7. Adapter 4070 (RLL) controlier $125.00
8. Western Digital controller $59.95
9. Xebec 1410 controller $69.95
10.130XE x/320K Power Plus and Ultra Speed+ $250.00
11.1050 drives with SUPER ARCHIVE Il and SILENCER $250.00
12.Magnavox 80 column GREEN screen monitors w/sound $59.95
13.DISKCRACKER (newest version) $19.00
14.SILENCER (for 1050) $19.00
15.BLACK PATCH master w/DATA DISKS 142 $35.00
16.SUPER PILL w/o case $25.00
17.810 Amplifier $39.95
18.QUINTOPUS/QUINTOPUS |l (Switchable Ports) $39.95/$59.95
19.XE551 Enhancer $29.

20.Power Plus memory upgrade (256K or 320K) $99.95

Lots of used equipment...cheap...calll
VERY LIMITED—Remote IBM type keyboard with interface
for Atari 8-bit computers...complete!
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Rioht On Target

David Plotkin

To all my avid readers, my
apologies for having missed last
month’s issue. It wasn’t intention-
al, it was just that the pressures of
life around the end of 1989 did not
permit time for writing this col-
umn, though heaven knows I tried.

As I mentioned in my last col-
umn, I moved, and as I predicted,
it was a horrendous job getting ev-
erything untangled. But also as
predicted, labeling all the cables
worked wonders, and the system
went back together quite well.

Cleaning Out the Computer
Room

In fact, I discovered that some
of the parts of my system were not
needed any longer, and they have
been retired.

The first thing to go was the ex-
ternal disk drive switch. This was
in place so I could switch between
my 5.25 inch drive (which is also
history) and my normal 3.5 inch
drive.

I don’t use the 5.25 inch drive
any longer, primarily because I
don’t write the "Mac and PC" col-
umn for STart magazine any more,
and thus have no reason to load up
PC software any more. I actually
own a PC, and had the foresight to
buy it with a 3.5 inch drive, so that
I can use 3.5 inch disks on both
machines.

I also got rid of my RS-232
switch, which let me go between
my modem and another serial
cable. The other serial cable was in
use to transfer files between my
portable and the ST. My new port-
able has a 3.5 inch drive, so that bit

of hardware is no longer needed
either. Unfortunately, the Atari
disk drives are only 720K, so I
need to specially format the PC 3.5
inch disks, which are capable of
handling 1.44 meg.

I was surprised as heck to find
out that the disk drives for the TT
are still 720k—here you have a
most powerful machine, using old
drive technology. But then, we
have to remember Atari practically
had to be coerced into boosting the
TT processor’s speed to 32 Mhz
from the paltry 16Mhz it was orig-
inally. You have to wonder what-
ever happened to the kind of for-
ward thinking that brought up the
original ST.

The final bit of hardware that
got retired was a printer switch
box that enabled me to connect up
both my ST and my Amiga to my
printer.

As it turns out, the Amiga has
been gathering dust in complete
disuse for several years now, so I
haven’t even bothered to set it up
in the new house—although that
may change, as there are some in-
credible new games coming out for
it (as Dave Small says, it’s a great
game machine). No need for a
printer connection, though.

Emulators and
Accelerators

There has been a surprising
amount of news on the hardware
front. Surprising because the news
is from third party vendors, not
from Atari, who as of this writing
still does not have FCC class B cer-
tification on either the Stacy or the
3 i

In fact there is a rumor that the
Stacy is being redesigned to be
smaller, lighter, use less power,
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and meet FCC standards. If true,
all I can say is "hooray!"

I have a Stacy, and don’t use it
because of the lack of battery op-
tion and the extreme weight. In-
stead, I prefer my TI Travelmate
2000, which uses an 80286, has a 20
meg hard drive and VGA and
weighs 4.4 pounds. It’s also 8.5 x
11 and fits rather easily in my
briefcase.

The interesting thing about the
Travelmate’s monochrome screen
is that it is 640x400, 16 shades of
grey. Hmmm, these specs sound
like they could work real well for
the Stacy. How would you feel
about a 4.4 pound Stacy portable
that could do both color (16 shades
of grey) or monochrome (remem-
ber the 640 x 400 resolution). With
a 20 meg hard drive, such a device
could sell (with a meg of memory)
for well under $2000. Atari, are
you listening?

New Spectre

Dave Small should have re-
leased the next incarnation of
Spectre, version 3.0, by the time
you read this. There are lots of
changes, including the ability to
support 68030 accelerators and use
the 68882 math coprocessor.

This is real good news to Mac
emulator fans, since the Mac just
screams with a 68030, especially
running at 32 Mhz.

Some rather neat memory
tricks have been done to allow the
68030 to achieve maximum speed,
although some of these tricks may
have to be disabled through soft-
ware for program compatibility
reasons.

Just remember that using a
68030 will mean that some pro-
grams won’t work.
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Fast Technologies Steps Up to the Plate

As if this wasn’t enough, there is word Jim Allen of
FAST Technologies also has a 68030 accelerator ready
to go to market. It is a completely different design,
and it remains to be seen which product will offer the
higher compatibility.

One thing is virtually certain—if past performance
is any indicator, these guys will do their darndest to
provide the best product they can. They listen to their
customers, which can’t always be said of Atari. But
the TT looks like dynamite, so we’ll just have to wait
and see as these products reach the market.

There are hot and heavy developments on the PC
emulator front as well. Specifically, the two remaining
emulators (PC Speed and Supercharger) are getting
upgrades to handle an 80286, with some rumblings of
80386 support in the future. The 386 news is the most
exciting, because you can run both Windows 3.0 and
DOS software in windows, with true multitasking.

Interestingly, Talon Technologies carries both
products, although they are direct competitors, and
Talon’s not insignificant technological expertise is be-
ing used to bring side products to market for these
emulators independently of what is being developed
in Europe, where the emulators originated.

Well folks, that’s about it for this month. See you
next time!

AITAIRY [INITIERIFALCIE] SIUBLSIGRUAITONS]

s E E EEEEEESESEESESSEEE eSS e,

eEdHaK‘

4 i !
,,,%%e is here!

+

o

Edit ANYthing ANYtime
A Desk Accessory (& PRG) to edit
Text, Data, Binary Files, Disk Sectors, RAM

Great for most word processing needs
Low/Med/High Resolution
File size not limited by available RAM

Available from your Atari dealer,
or direct from Clear Thinking.
(Outside US add $5.00 shipping/handling)

Té’
Clear Thinking
PO Box 715 Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 USA

‘---------------l----.
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Name:

Address:

City: State/Province:
ZIP/Postal Code: Phone #:

Please enter my subscription for

One Year (12 issues)
Subscription rates:

US—$18 for 1 year, $32 for 2 years
Canadian—$30 for 1 year, $55 for 2 years
Foreign—$36 for 1 year, $65 for 2 years

D Two Years (24 issues)

Please make checks payable in US funds to Unicorn Publications and mail to 3487 Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108.

| wish to receive your ST

| am an Atari Interface magazine subscriber.
[: Full Payment for 12 disks ($50)

il

| am not an Atari Interface magazine subscriber.
E Full Payment for 12 disks ($60)

I

D 8Bit Disk of the Month.

Two Installments ($25 enclosed, bill for balance)

Two Installments ($30 enclosed, bill for balance)
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ATARI'S MEGA/STE—INSIDE AND OUT

Bill & Pattie Rayl

Atari surprised developers and
users by showing a new 16MHz
computer called the Mega/STE at
last November's COMDEX. There
had been plenty of rumors of such
a new beastie before its release, but
everyone online from Atari em-
phatically denied its existence.
Then came the unveiling in Las
Vegas.

We’ve now had our hands on a
Mega/STe for a couple months.
Shipments of Atari’s newest com-
puter are already reaching dealers,
so look for it at your local dealer.

Hardware

The Mega/STE comes in two
basic configurations: a 1Meg ver-
sion with no hard drive (according
to Atari Canada) and a 2 or 4Meg
version with hard drive (according
to Atari US). The list price for the
4Meg version is around $1,800. For
that price, you get:

16 MHz 68000 CPU
Detachable keyboard

Mouse

Blitter chip

4096 color palette

Stereo sound output

SIMM memory

TOS 2.02 with NewDesk
Double sided 3.5" floppy drive
50Meg internal hard drive
Built-in fan

Standard parallel port

MIDI In and Out ports
Cartridge port

DMA port

Two 9-pin serial (RS-232) ports
8 MHz VME bus

Standard SCC LAN port

All in all, that’s quite an im-

10

pressive list of hardware. And, the
Mega/STE is quite an impressive
machine. Basically, it's a marriage
of the STe, Mega ST and TT in one
affordable package. Gone are the
STe’s two DB-15 joystick ports and
the Mega’s internal bus (devel-
opers overwhelmingly voted for a
VME bus instead). Otherwise, the
Mega/STE has everything the ST
and STe computers had and more.
All of this hardware is enclosed
in the new TT-style case, which
has been "affectionately” called the
"wedding cake" design. Personally,
we find the case design to be quite
compact, sleek and refreshing.

A Closer Look

One of the surprises of this ma-
chine, at least for us, was the two
serial ports on the Mega/STE. We
did not expect them to be 9-pin
male connections, since previous
STs and STEs have all had 25-pin
connections. The TT also has two
9-pin serial cables. A simple stan-
dard 9-pin to 25-pin adapter is all
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you need to plug in your old cable
and modem.

The Mega/STE is more like its
big brother, the TT, in other ways
too. The SCC LAN port and VME
bus also appear on the TT, and the
TT also has the NewDesk built in
(More on NewDesk later!) In fact
it's probably as correct to say the
Mega/STE is a 68000 version of the
TT as to call it a souped up STe!

The detachable keyboard is, it
a word, fantastic. It’s the best key
board we’ve seen for any compute:
both in response and feel. The
function keys are raised, roundec
keys that are easily distinguishable
from each other by touch. The key-
board itself is "scouped,” making
long periods of typing effortless.
As an added bonus, the 'F’ and ’J’
keys have a raised bump on them,
so your fingers can easily find the
home row if you’re a touch typist.
The ’5’ key on the keypad also has
a raised bump on it. The action of
the keys themselves is very good
and the contact is solid.

Many people have wondered
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about the "pencil tray" on the front of the Mega/STE’s
CPU. This is really a depression that has a corres-
ponding ridge on the bottom of the keyboard. By fit-
ting these together, you can make your CPU and key-
board one unit. (Note: The keyboard does not snap
into this depression; it merely rests in it.) The key-
board also has a slight depression, and this may be
used to hold pencils and pens, but is more likely de-
signed to accent the scouping effect of the whole key-
board.

The mouse/joystick port 0 is on the right-hand side
of the detachable keyboard, while joystick port 1 ap-
pears on the left-hand side. Because of this, both ports
are easily accessible.

NewDesk

The most striking new feature of the Mega/STE,
from a user’s standpoint, is the new desktop that
comes built-in to the computer. The additional fea-
tures that have
been added to the
desktop are nu-
merous.

Up to seven
directory windows
can be open at one
time. This is not
really very impor-
tant now that
Atari has added
some very useful
keyboard com-
mands to the desk-
to Holding
down the Alter-
nate key while o
pressing the key
indicating a drive _
letter (such as "A’
or 'C’) opens a dir-
ectory window.

Clicking on a folder icon while holding down the
Alternate key causes a new directory window to open
that displays the folder’s contents. This is handy for

0]
(1]
[s1
[0l
(%]

m
[B)

Open...
Show Information...
Search...

Delete Iten,.,

Create Folder...
Close Directory
Close Top Mindom
Botton to Top

Show as Icons

v Show as Text

DESKTOP CONFIGURATION
Set default directory as:

Application JRETERGLLT]

Set input parameter:

ITYBEERCH [File Name Only|

Function-key Assignments:

M EN 13
Define Single Keystroke:

Menu Itenm:

[ open... 1] g
Key: 0

System Free Memory: 3462946 bytes
[ ok ] [Cancel]

times when you want to copy files from a folder to its

75

parent directory.

Pressing Con-
trol and a drive
letter (such as
Control-C) will
cause a currently
selected directory
window to switch
to displaying the
new directory.
With this feature,
we’ve found that,
at most, only two
directory windows
need be open at
any given time.

You can use the
cursor keys to
scroll around dir-
ectory windows!
All options ap-
pearing in the drop down menus can have user-de-
fined keyboard equivalents as well. We've re-defined
many of the items to suit our own likes, like ‘F’ for
Format Floppy, 'C’ for Create Folder, etc. Function
keys can be assigned to individual programs. By
pressing a function key at the desktop, the correspond-
ing program is executed.

Along with the ability to "move" files using the Al-
ternate key while dragging them, Atari has added two
related commands. Copying files while holding down
the Control key allows you to rename the copy. Hold-

Select A1l Itens [R|| Sort by Name i i i
oy o R | o e Il R ing both Alternate and. Control while copying does a
; : e v gur: :u §|u Install Devices file move and rename simultaneously.
e el e T Renove Desktop Tcon M1 There are even keyboard commands for switching
Set Preferences. .. resolution and printing the contents of a selected
v Size to Fit Read ,INF File... dtvscic windowll)' &
Gt Batas £ Baata | Desktop Configuration... ry :
Save Desktop N
Print Screen Pl
Blitter
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k File View Options

Ai\K, % eI K |
711845 bytes used in B bytes used in 18 i T
OMNIBUSZ APP ¥ CBREEZE @
CHIPS APP @ FLASH
UVKILLER APP % GRAMSLAM
ASTROCAL APP @ LDWPOMER
TURTLE APP ¥ SBASEPRD
JEOPARDY APP @ STDCAT
ON_SCHED APP & STHRITER
TAX90LDW APP ¥ TRACKER
PFXPAKZ APP @ TRANSLAT ORS
CROSSKRD APP o UTILS
UNIVPIC APP
WEBSPEED APP
TLBB15  APP
APP

Icons

Although not as customizable as NeoDesk or DC
Desktop, Atari’s new desktop does have a number of
icons from which to choose. The largest selection is for
devices, such as floppy or hard drives, CD ROM, laser
printer, etc. You can, however, use any of these icons
as file icons.

You can now place any icon directly on the
desktop. For example, you can drag a folder icon onto
to the desktop and open a directory window for that
icon by double clicking it. This feature is most useful
for placing program icons on the desktop. Then, you
simply double-click these icons to execute the pro-
grams.

To remove an icon from the desktop, you simply
drag it to the trashcan. You are presented with the
choice of removing the icon, deleting the correspond-
ing file or cancelling the operation.

Color Backgrounds and Windows

You can now set the desktop background color and
pattern from the Set Colors & Style option. You are
only offered eight fill patterns, but those are adequate.
This option also allows you to set color and pattern for
window backgrounds, as well.

Here, it seems Atari could have gone a little bit fur-
ther. It would have been nice, for example, to allow
setting the text color as well. Then users could choose
black backgrounds with white text, etc. If you define
your window background as full black currently, all
the text in the window disappears.

12
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Extensible Control Panel

Finally, we have a control panel that everyone
should be happy with. With the new Extensible Con-
trol Panel, you select only those .CPX files that you
want to use. You even get the option of making these
files RAM resident or loadable from disk. No more
memory waste!

The CPX modules that came with our
Mega/STE include Color Setup, Configure CPXs, Gen-
eral Setup, Accelerator (Atari’s Mouse Accelerator
needed), Modem Setup, Printer Setup, Sound Setup
and Window Colors.

The Window Colors CPX allows you to change the
color of all pieces of a window—from the scroll bars to
the close buttons. Sound Setup allows you to set bass,
treble, volume and balance for the Mega/STE's stereo
sound output.

The General Setup CPX contains, among the usual
control panel options, the ability to set the CPU Speed.
The options are 16 MHz with or without cache and 8
MHz without cache. The true 8 MHz mode makes the
Mega/STE compatible with any time-critical programs
for the ST. By default, the Mega/STE boots up in 8
MHz mode, but you can change this by saving the
control panel settings.

With the new Extensible Control Panel, you are
given the option of storing the CPX files anywhere you
choose. We have them in a folder called CPX on drive
C. Normal (.ACC) desk accessories can still be used by
the system, but they cannot be loaded as Extensible
Control Panel modules.

A




This new control panel is compatible with all
ST/STe/TT computers and Atari says they plan to
release it soon to all users via the online services.

Compatibility

For those of you who crave 16 MHz benchmarks,
Quick Index numbers show the Mega/STE to be as
fast as an AdSpeed-equipped STe. From a practical
viewpoint, the Mega/STE runs circles around the
older machines. Users of DTP and CAD packages will
benefit greatly from the increased speed. The time it
takes to ARC files is nearly cut in half!

So far, most everything runs just fine on the
Mega/STE. PageStream shows a noticeable speed im-
provement at 16 MHz. STWriter saves
ASCII text a lot faster than it used to. Su-
perBase and LDW Power are faster at cal-
culations and searches.

Joppa FAX seems to have a problem with the new
serial ports. It functions fine as a modem on port 1, but
has problems sending FAXes. Plugging the FAX mo-
dem into port 2 solves the problem. Joppa is aware of
this problem (it seems to happen on the TT, too).

Hotwire runs, but doesn’t work properly when
booted from the AUTO folder. The CodeHeads have
already announced an upgrade.

We’ve run into a few public domain and shareware
programs that don’t run on the Mega/STE. Most of
these are graphics demos or games that won’t run on
the STe, either. The recently released MIDI Maze II
from Germany works on a normal STe, but locks up
after a few minutes of play on the Mega/STE, whether
in 16 MHz or 8 MHz modes.

The Bottom Line
The Mega/STE is, in our opinion, the
best overall computer for the home and

We tested a number of games. Iron
Lord works fine and was considerably

Configure CPXs

small business user that Atari has ever

faster. The real killer, though was Pin-

General Setup

ball Wizard. Even at
the slowest speed set-
ting, the ball was cruis-
ing so fast you could
hardly keep up with it!
Switching to 8 MHz
mode made the game
playable again.

L Blitter |
¢]8.84] 0

CP0 speed @02 BR

[ 16 MHz )8
[ [save ]| [_ok_] [cancel]

Menu Plus

Menu Plus is a full featured "Desk Top” enhancement that
allows you to quickly launch (run) any program on your hard
drive or floppy disk. Smart menu system allows you to set up
programs by category (Main Menu) and sub-category
(Sub-Menu). This allows you to highly organize all of your
programs. But Menu Plus is much more than a program
launcher, just read the features below.

FEATURES

* Smart menu system uses "MENU TREE" that allows
great flexibility and speed when launching programs.

* Quick access to over 160 of your programs using
only 30k of memory.

* Access to Fileselectors like UIS lIl.

* View Degas, Spectrum 512 and NEO Pictures. Print
and Show TEXT files. The show text feature uses the
mouse buttons for scrolling text up and down.

* Launch programs from the fileselector.

Jproduced. With proper marketing, this
' B machine could win
hands-down against
the Mac Classic and
IBM PS1. Atari has
once again moved
into the position of
having "Power with-
out the Price."

HEND PLUS
COPYRIGNT 1999, RICARD R BETSIM

>
£
NEND PLUS 1.0 z
Fron Rlalk !nlrr!m, s!m. By, Richard Betsen
836 Oshorne ST. ¥ Vist & Califerala ¥ 32084
Phone (619) 638-1117

s a conplete nen Tosaching spsten for your
MENU PLUS will allow you set over 160
lections) ulml.l 10 ren sy ME/TIS/APP
i conputer. NEWU PLUS is verp sasy to wse
ven, Hith NEND PLUS you still
accessories, fou can run

l selector. Bdvanced nenu select! - 3

K access to asy one of the nore than L
'l‘lllllllllllil'llﬂ.-lll

81/24/199,

fsut o)

A PageStrem "W
A Wplications 8 60 Hard Nriter ¢80
389 Prograning 608
227 Sound & Wusic 207

was designed nith cassal Gegianer) Atari
900 Graghic Pragrans 0 ere are no hard t-‘-ﬁ o fasctions to

* Play and Edit ST-Replay Files. AUTOPLAYER will play a|| the
sound files in a directory. Supports the "SND" file format.
* Set system Colors, Repeat Rate, Check Memory and more....

*** Order now and get an ACCESSORY version of
the Sound player , Picture viewer and Show/Print
TEXT features all in one accessory for FREE!!

*»$39.95
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Rimik Enterprises
836 Osborne St.
Vista, Ca. 92084

R

(619) 630-1217

TOS, 8T, STE, TT are re
corp.Degas, SPECTRUM 512, NEO, UIS Il and
ST-REPLAY are registered trademarks of their

red trade marks of Atarl

COD ORDERS add $4.00 S&H, orders outside the US
add an additional $2.00. CA. Residents add 7% TAX.




RBYTE Magazine Answers DBack

Tim Holt (ACCEPT)

A few weeks ago, I submitted a
letter that was making the rounds
on the BBSes to the editors of
BYTE magazine. In essence, the let-
ter asked why the Atari platform
was ommitted in a recent article
about desktop publishing. I didn’t
think I would get a response, but I
did. Here is the entire text of that
letter:

January 8, 1991

Timothy Holt, President

ACCEPT

10953 Yogi Berra

El Paso, Texas 79934

Dear Mr. Holt:

Thanks for writing! I always
appreciate hearing from readers—
even when they are not happy
with BYTE.

I can understand your frustra-
tion. The Atari is a very nice plat-
form that pioneered several key
areas the rest of the microcomput-
ing world is only now starting to
pay attention to.

Believe it or not, my first "real"
' computer was a very early Atari
800. I still have that puppy on a
shelf at home, and drag it out from
time to time for the sheer fun of it.

I got my start in computing
with that 800. A friend and I
founded "Shelter Software," a tiny
company that wrote and sold vari-
ous programs for the Apple and
Atari computers: I was the staff’s
Atari programmer.

So please don’t assume there is
any anti-Atari bias here at Byte. It
just doesn’t exist.

In fact, a quick search through
the BYTE archives shows me
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we’ve covered Atari about every
month in 1990, about the same
coverage we had in 1989, too.
Now, these weren't splashy cover
stories—they tended to be referen-
ces inside other articles.

That might not seem like much,
and I fully realize that your letter
was to inform me that our cover-
age was still inadequate. How-
ever, BYTE covers the Atari far, far
more than any other non-Atari-
specific magazine. That ain’t
chopped liver.

Despite the fact that less than 1
percent of BYTE subscribers have
Ataris, we feel the Atari is innova-
tive enough to have covered it in
literally every section of the maga-
zine. It's been a part of What's
New. It’s been in our columns. In
reviews. Everywhere. I am proud
that we already cover the Atari as
much as we do. And will continue
covering it appropriately: I like the
fact that BYTE leads all non-
Atari-specific magazines in this
area, and want to see it continue.

But, given limited editorial
space, we have to draw the line
somewhere. And that "some-
where" means that occasionally,
we have to omit coverage of the
Atari in areas that it might seem to

belong. There’s a market reality
here that I can’t ignore: less than 1
percent of BYTE subscribers own
Ataris.

Why is that? Ask Atari. If
they’ll get on the case and give the
Atari the push it probably deser-
ves, increasing its use among
BYTE readers, then for sure we'll
increase our coverage even more.
But that kind of push can ethically
come only from Atari—it’s not
Editorial’s job to promote a prod-
uct. We report; the companies
promote.

So in sum, I would like to
reiterate my understanding of
your position: I honestly do sym-
pathize. As a former Atari fanatic,
I wish it enjoyed the success of the
IBM PC.

But I also hope you’ll under-
stand my position and see the "half
full" nature of BYTE’s coverage,
rather than seeing it as "half
empty." A careful reading of BYTE
may turn up far more coverage of
than you may be aware of.

In any case, we’ll do our best to
give the Atari its due whenever
and whereever appropriate.

Thanks again for writing!

Best,

Fred Langa, Editor-in-Chief

Irwin Brooks (LACE)

As some of you might already know, the October issue of BYTE maga-
zine ran a comparison of desktop publishing (DTP) systems for the two
major PCs. The IBM compatible using Ventura and Macintosh using Page-
Maker were highlighted. This was very curious indeed, since your and my
favorite computer was suspiciously absent.

The Atari ST has held its head high in the DTP arena. So much so that
Atari has successfully bundled a mono Mega 4 system with an Atari Laser
Printer and DTP software and sold them as a system for this very purpose.
Premier DTP software is readily available for a variety of applications in
price ranges from as low as $59 to over $450. Calamus, PageStream,
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Timeworks DTP and other software titles come to
mind as excellent and inexpensive (when compared to
the equivalent IBM/Mac products) DTP programs.
Aftermarket hardware products like the full page
viewing Viking Moniterm Monitor and the MiGraph
hand scanner are just two of the tools available that in-
crease the effectiveness and usefulness of the Atari
DTP alternative.

Atari DTP

The magazine you are now reading was created
with an Atari DTP system. And the quality is here so
the quality must be there—in the Atari DTP system.

The overall cost is the real Atari DTP advantage.
When you add up the complete system price of the
Atari, Macintosh and the IBM, the Atari is the hands
down winner. I will concede one point here though;
the DTP software choices of the big two are more nu-
merous than they are for the Atari. However, at $500+
each how many DTP titles do you want to purchase?

So the nagging question in all this is: why did
BYTE magazine leave the ST out of this DTP com-
parison? With such a strong capability and avail-
ability for DTP? That is the question that inspired a
letter writing campaign sponsored by ST Report (a
weekly on-line magazine).

Letter-Writing Campaign to BYTE

The suggested letter as it appeared in ST Report
was addressed to Mr. Langa, managing editor of BYTE
magazine. The letter extolled the merits of the Atari
line of computers and expressed regret the ommission
of the ST from the DTP comparison. Since I whole-
heartedly agreed with the contents of the letter I
promptly sent it off to Mr. Langa at BYTE. His reply
was received within the week. (Mr Langa must have
taken keys in hand as soon as he got my letter! Aren’t
computers wonderful?)

You should understand here that I do not have the
luxury of owning an Atari DTP system; but like every
other Mega/ST owner, I take comfort in the fact that
with a few costly additions I could. (A laser printer, a
hand scanner and, of course, PageStream running on
my dream TT would be extremely nice.) For now I'll
settle for my DTP software and a 24 pin printer that
did a bang-up job of printing a fine looking Christmas
letter, flyers, labels and other quality work. All ata
price that is not beyond the reaches of the average
computer user.

The Reply
Mr. Langa’s reply was very diplomatic and con-
siliatory. He explains that his first computer was an
Atari 800 which he still has and occassionally enjoys.
In my opinion, up to here Mr. Langa is probably

right on target. However, the next part in the letter I
don’t like. I'll quote.

"There is a market reality here that I can’t ignore:
less than 1 percent of BYTE subscribers own Ataris.

"Why is that? Ask Atari. If they’ll get on the case
and give the Atari the push it probably desires, in-
creasing its use among BYTE readers, then for sure
we’ll increase our coverage even more. But that kind
of push can ethically come only from Atari—it’s not
Editorial’s job to promote a product. We report; the
companies promote."

Reporting or Promoting?

This position brings up an interesting point. Is un-
biased product comparison reporting or promoting? I
strongly disagree with Mr. Langa implying that in-
cluding the Atari DTP system in the October BYTE
comparison would be promoting the Atari systems.
That argument is no more valid than saying that IBM
and Macintosh computer were promoted by their ap-
pearance in the BYTE report.

Instead, what I do see happening here is a deli-
berate attempt to narrow the focus of a multi-platform
computer magazine to reporting on the top two sys-
tems, IBM and Macintosh. This reader alienation,
whether 1 percent or 25 percent, further reduces the
percent of BYTE subscribers with other types of com-
puters. In addition, it creates a very myopic-visioned
reader. While the computer world will continually
evolve, the BYTE reader will be unaware of improve-
ments and advancements from the other computers as
long as they do not cross that PC/Mac boundary.

Going with the Flow

In the short term this "top dog" coverage policy
could have benefit by gaining additional readers at the
expense of the few alienated computer users. How-
ever, it can also prove to be self destructive. You see,
computers, like other things, go in and out of vogue.

When the next new and faddish computer comes
into dominance, BYTE will have to change their cover-
age at the risk of subscriber bailout or they will slowly
blow away in the wind. If a broad scope of reporting
and coverage were offered instead, no changes would
have to be made and no loss of readers would result.
Besides, users subscribe to computer specific
magazines in addition to BYTE subscriptions anyway.

So Mr. Langa, I hope this is not BYTE's policy. I
truly believe that it could cause an early end to one of
the all time best computer magazines ever published.
I hope that future reports are given in an unbiased and
unfavored manner and that the global BYTE that I
remember of yesterday will be the BYTE of tomorrow.
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800-782-9110 #&54a¥
MON-SAT 8AM-6PM
PACIFIC TIME

RIO COMPUTERS

AUTHORIZED ATARI
DEALEH / SERVICE

CUST SERVICE
TECH SUPPORT

702-454-7700

TU-SA 10AM-6PM
FAX: 702-454-7700

SUPERCHARGER V1.4

BREAKS THROUGH THE BARRIER

Full MS-DOS Compatability With Real Time Multi- Taskmg Plus EXPANDABILITY

SUPERCHARGER OPTIONS SOON TO BE RELEASED

SCplus/NET - Full networking board

M Connect DOS and TOS programs or files under Novell™ etc.

B Transfer rates of 2.5 Mbits/sec.

M Plugs into existing expansion connector with no soldering required.

SCplus/286 - Turns SuperCharger into a full 286 co-computer

B Runs at 12 MHz on a pure AT chip set

B Comes with 1 Meg of RAM expandable to 4 Meg - full EMS support
B Contains true AT expasnsion slots - accepts ANY expansion card

M Provision for an 80286 co-processor

M Plugs into existing V30 socket with no soldering required.

SCplus/386 - Turns SuperCharger into a full 386 co-computer

M Runs at 16 MHz on a pure 386 chip set

B Comes with 1 Meg of RAM expandable to 4 Meg - full EMS support
B Contains true expasnsion slots - accepts ANY expansion card

B Provision for an 80386 co-processor

M Plugs into existing V30 socket with no soldering required.

TRUE MULTI -TASKING HOT KEY

Connect several superchargers together to Allows TOS/DOS switching without
run different programs concurrently rebooting.

TOOLBOX LAUNCHER

Programming interface to allow
programmers to develop their own
background tasks.

Execute DOS programs directly from
your TOS window.

NO INTERNAL
MODIFICATIONS
REQUIRED

PLUGS DIRECTLY INTO THE
DMA PORT OF YOUR
COMPUTER

MS-DOS INCLUDED

@® RUNS CGA AND HERCULES

® EQUIPPED WITH 1 MEG RAM

@ USES EXISTING MOUSE AS DOS MOUSE

@® SUPPORTS 5.25" OR 3.5" AS SECOND DRIVE
® PRINTS TO THE ATARI LASER FROM DOS

® SUPPORTS ALL HARD DISKS WITH AHDI
DRIVER

® SUPPORTS ALL PARALLEL PRINTERS
® USES ST SERIAL PORT UP TO 9600 BAUD

® ATARI 3.5" DISK READS/WRITES AS 720K
DOS

® SOCKET FOR 8087-2 CO-PROCESSOR

® USES SUPERCHARGER’S RAM AS 1 MEG
RAM DISK

® USES ST’S RAM AS RAM DISK IN DOS

@ RUNS 286 AND 3.0 WINDOWS

@ BUILT IN BUS FOR FUTURE EXPANSION

@® SEPERATE 5V DC SUPPLY

@ INSTALLATION MANUAL

® 12 MONTH WARRANTY

@ SHIELDED ABS CASE (FCC CLASS A CERT.)

® ONLY 6.25 X 7.25 X 2.25 IN.
SuperCharger - Only

$450

V1.4 Upgrade Kit - $19.95




The Great Piracy Questionnaire

Robert Pecora (CACE)

After reading several articles
this past year on software piracy,
the thought occurred to me that
maybe part of the problem is not
that there are so many dishonest
people out there, but people just
aren’t educated about software
piracy.

So, in order to better bring the
problem to life for each user, I sat
down and wrote the follow ques-
tionnaire covering several real-life
situations. I hope that for each of
us, it will stir the imagination, as
well as the conscience.

The following are situations
that you may encounter as a com-
puter user, followed by questions
about the situations. The results of
these questions will define whe-
ther you are an upstanding and re-
sponsible member of the comput-
ing community or you need to
clean up your act!

1. A friend approaches you and
says, "For being such a good friend
and helping me with that computer
problem I had the other day, I'm let-
ting you have a copy of Calamus."
You then:

A. Say, "No, thank you. You
keep it."

B. Accept the program and add
it to your library of marvelous ti-
tles.

C. Accept it and format over
the diskette when you get home.

D. Accept it with the idea that
you probably will not use it, but
keep it "just in case" you decide to
buy it later.

2. You are on a bulletin board
and are scanning the FILES area for
programs to download when you

A

notice that some of the files are com-
mercial pirated programs. Do you:

A. Download the files for your
use, telling yourself the respon-
sibility belongs to the BBS sysop?

B. Leave a message to the sys-
op of your suspicions and names
of the files?

C. Just download the upgrades
to the programs that you already
own and legally purchased?

D. Upload a Virus program to
the BBS?

3. A friend gives you the tele-
phone number of a "pirate” bulletin
board in the area and of all the great
new commercial programs that you
can get for free! Do you:

A. Call the bulletin board and
download all of your favorite pro-
grams before the law finds out and
shuts it down?

B. Notify the authorities?

C. Download your favorite
files for yourself, then notify the
authorities?

D. Ignore the fact that there is a
pirate BBS in your area.

4. You owe a friend a favor and
the friend asks you for a copy of a com-
mercial or copywritten program that
you purchased. So, you:

A. Make him a copy of the pro-
gram and promise yourself that it
will be the last time you make an
illegal copy.

B. Tell your friend that you
don’t think that would be the ethi-
cal thing to do.

C. Make him a copy as a back-
up disk since he promised to pur-
chase the program as soon as he
gets the money.

D. Give him a copy because he
is poor and can’t afford to buy any
good software.

5. You are at a computer festi-
val/show and are delighted at all the
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new stuff for your computer. You are
just about to buy a program from a
vendor for a good price when a friend-

- ly guy takes you aside and says "Let’s

pitch in together and buy the program,
then I'll make us both a copy. It'll be
like getting it half-price!" Do you:

A. Agree and do as your new
friend proposes?

B. Tell him "No offense, but I'd
rather not."?

C. Go see if you can find a
third person to go in on the deal?

D. Try to get it for free from
your friend who already has it?

6. You download a "shareware"
program from a local bulletin board.
The document file asks for a donation
of $20 "if you like the program and
use it." So, you:

A. Send the $20 to the author.

B. Decide it’s not worth the $20
and send the author $10 instead.

C. Decide that you don’t want
it, but keep the file in case some-
one else wants it.

D. Use it and promise yourself
to send the money later when you
are not so busy.

7. You go to a user group meeting
and at the meeting everyone is trading
copies of the hottest game on the mar-
ket! Do you:

A. Take a copy because every-
one else is doing it?

B. Take a copy because you did
not actually make the copy of the
disk yourself, so you aren’t guilty?

C. Refuse a copy and mention .
the activity to the club president?

D. Quit going to user group
meetings?

8. You buy a copy of a commer-
cial program and one day discover that
the diskette no longer works in your
computer. A friend offers you a copy
of the program that he pirated. What
do you do?
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A. Accept the pirated copy from your friend?

B. Refuse the copy and send the original diskette to
the publisher for a new disk?

C. Pay your friend for replacing your bad diskette?

D. Go out and buy the program again from the lo-
cal software store?

9. You are the system operator of a local bulletin board
system. You get a message one day from o user that there is
some pirated software on your BBS. Do you:

A. Forget about it? You didn’t put them on there!
Someone else did!

B. Take the software off the BBS and use them
yourself.

C. Remove the programs from the BBS and discard
them? Then, send a message to the uploader warning
him of the consequences of doing it again.

D. Try to encourage the practice so that everyone
will like your BBS more than all of the others?

10. You have just sold some legitimate commercial soft-
ware that you purchased to a friend. What do you do with
any backup or hard drive copies? Do you:

A. Give the backup copies to your friend and
delete the files from your hard drive?

B. Keep the backup copies in case you need them
someday?

C. Sell the backup copies to someone else and
make more money?

D. Continue to use the H.D. copies

End of Test

Now, let’s find out how you did on the test. The
answers for the questions are as follows:

1. The correct answer is "A." "C" may also being
an acceptable answer when confronted with a person
who insists that you have it and doesn’t understand
the meaning of "NO." However, you will have the ap-
pearance of being a pirate to those who know of the
exchange.

2. If you picked "B," you are correct! Don’t be
fooled by "C." Unless the company where you pur-
chased the software offers free upgrades, you are
obligated pay the upgrade price required by the com-
pany or vendor.

3. This question has two possible answers. If you
are the type to not sit idle while a crime is being com-
mitted, you may decide to choose "B" and report the
activity to the authorities or call the Piracy Hotline set
up by the Software Publishers Association. However,
if you are the meeker type and don’t want to "get any-
one into trouble," you may choose "D" and ignore the
BBS and discourage its use among your friends.

4. "B"is the correct answer here. With "A" and "C"
you are only fooling yourself and if you are that easily
fooled, I have some swamp land for sale. "D" is a two-
edged sword, used by both givers and takers. The
truth is; being generous with stolen pirated software
does not make you a good Samaritan.

5. The correct answer is "B." Let’s face it. Going
together with a friend and sharing the price of soft-

ware is dishonest. If you get to keep the original disk
does that make the other guy the thief or are you both
half-thieves? The fact is that if you made the bargain
to share the price of the software, you share ownership
50% by the deal struck. This makes you a half-thief
which is a whole lot like being half pregnant! These
mind games that we play make it all the harder to run
a clean software library. Pretending to not understand
the legality of the act is denying the truth to yourself
and is no excuse for theft.

6. "A"and "C" are proper choices for this question
depending upon whether you like the program or not.
Since the software authors want the program to get
around to as many people as possible, whether by
downloading from a BBS or from a friend, "C" is ac-
ceptable as long as you do not use the program your-
self. "D" is a trap that many of us tend to fall into. We
all procrastinate or "put off" things and forget about
them. Self-discipline is in order here. When you
decide that you like a shareware program, immediately
write the check and put it in the mail! There! You did it
and it’s over with!

7. Let’s go for answer "C" for this one. If the ac-
tivity is not condoned by the user group and the club
officers are unaware of the activity, tell them about it
and state your misgivings. If the activity is open and
everyone knows it, it would be better to choose "D"
and not be a part of a "Den of Thieves." Join another
user group or create your own to establish good ethi-
cal standards in your community. It would probably
also be a good idea to contact Bob Brodie at Atari
about this club’s practices.

8. The best answer would be "B," although "A" is
OK as long as it is the same version as the copy that
you already own. Many software vendors replace
damaged diskettes for free or a small fee so if in doubt,

o "B."

& 9. The answer is "C." Even though you did not
put illegal copies of commercial software on your bul-
letin board, you as the SysOp are legally liable for any
pirated software on it. The authorities can confiscate
you computer hardware, fine you in court, make you
pay damages to the software developers and more!
Don’t fool yourself here. The lesson you learn can be
very expensive.

10. "A" of course, is the answer. When someone
buys a legal copy of a software title from you, he
should get the original and he legally is entitled to
owning a backup copy now and not you. You should,
therefore, delete any copies that are in your possession
no matter where they may be stored.

Well, how did you do? You may want to know
how this test is scored before you can decide how well
you’ve done. Unlike other tests that allow you to get
some of the questions correct to pass, if you have an-
swered any of the previous questions incorrectly, you
are a Software Pirate! Sound a little unfair you say?
Think about it for a minute.

Think about how unfair it would be if you were
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working for someone and he refused to pay you for
your hard work. If this were to happen to you, you
would find no deaf ear to your pleas of injustice.

Why should it be any different for software devel-
opers? The fact is, it isn’t any different! Maybe because
of the fact that it is so easy to steal software, and not
many people so far have been prosecuted for piracy,
pirates have the feeling that "If I can’t get caught, it’s
OK."

Computing should be an activity governed by
good ethical conduct. For the Atari ST community, it
is much more vital that we understand the obligation
that we are under.

We want respect from all other computer com-
munities, but do we earn any respect?

We want more and more titles to be made available
in our computer format, but do we encourage it by
stimulating the market demand?

We want more users to join the Atari ranks, but do
we foster a good healthy environment for growth?

We want other ST users to be our friends, but do
we have to make friends by stealing?

The Atari ST is a powerful and pleasurable piece of
workmanship. Let’s be the first to give it and the peo-
ple who really support it the respect and support that

For your budding journalist:

KIDPUBLISHER PAOFESSIONAL

a desktop publishing program for young writers
#fr  publish your own illustrated stories, posters. etc

four built-in font styles, and parent or teacher can create a fifth
extensive drawing program

title page. LOAD options

word wrap feature underlining. and mouse control of cursor
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A-T-A-R-I

ANSWERS, Tips ANd Relevant INFORMATION

Paul V. Alhart (AFED)

Call Waiting vs. Telecom-
munications

Some time ago, at the insistence
of my wife and two teenage
daughters, I subscribed to call
waiting.

This is an option offered by the
phone company that lets you
know if someone is trying to call
you while you are already on the
phone—kind of like having a two
line phone. You are signaled of
the second call by a short tone.

While this tone is rather un-

obtrusive during a voice conversa-
tion, it is murder to a modem link.
Your modem will think that the
carrier has been lost and will im-
mediately hang up.

Imagine you have almost com-
pleted a 20 minute download (long
distance) and your friend calls you
to chat. Oops. No successful down-
load and maybe no more friend.

There is an answer to this prob-
lem. Another option offered by
the phone company is cancel call
waiting which allows you to dis-
able call waiting on a call by call
basis. In my area this is a separate
service.

[ was tired of limiting my mo-

dem use to 1 or 2

X

The ATARI XL/XE Commercial 5
Software Drought is OVER !!! .

Cs]

in the morning to
avoid getting

SOFTWARE INFINITY

estsellers in Europe -- newly enhanced to revitalize your XL/’

Every GAME in S/$ KE-SOFT line boasts ultra-realistic & colorful state of the art high-resolution animated

rmudly presents its Brand NEW KE-SOFT Series - the First Major ATARI XLUXE
Commercial GAME Releases 1o be produced for the North American mavket since 1987 !! Eleven

spellbinding super-sophisticated 1991 GAMES on 9 eccnurr)\é:éauy priced premium quality Disks |  Already

bumped off line,
so I ordered can-
cel call waiting.

ﬁ ics, outstanding music, and lots of clever surprises. Many also feature digitized speech & sound effects,
igh-score saves, a password system 1o skip levels, and a capable Editor to near-effortlessly create your own
new screens. Handsome and comprehensivel detanles?nnled Instruction Manuals are writlen in clear, easily

understandable English. Al 11 superior 5 KE-
experienced ATAR[ GAMErs alike

$10.50 GAMES
2 or more for $9.50 each !

ZADOR

Turn over all 144 Chinese-symbol tiles on the game board b

matching singles o make pairs that are solely connacnble
by an invisible ne (wmch canl cvoss asrg active liles or be
bent more than twice) I powered Mah-Jong varant
with 20 levels and uselul prolrpl nexl pair” option

DRAG

Guldv intre| d Drag the Fro st deadly mines, explodi
mbs, & fal p. o%ks ina geggnsmus uynce voundplau r:g
II ect d»arno s before his air runs out! screens of

Boulderdash-type arcade action.

SOGON

Navigate your sturdy forklift around the 50 barrier-filled floors
of a skyscraper 10 reloc; large boxes one at a l e 10
wailing storage bays. nca you've moved a bo any
perimeter-wall or partition, you can't pull it back' Dzwous
chess-like strategy; vital backup-one-move function

ZEBU-LAND

P Zebu engineer the escape of his 3 brothers from a
50 ievel labyrinthine world of revolving doors and blocked
passageways (move wall-segments aside to reveal exits)!

DREDIS

At last - the unparalleled mind- bog?lmg Commercial ATARI
XU/XE version of the arcade champ Telnis! Ultra- cna"e‘;gmu
puzzie, multiple levels of difficulty, one- and 2 - player me

B RS el

FT titles are endlessly entertaining to novice and

$14.50 GAMES
2 or more for $12.50 each !

TECHNO NINJA

Voyage 10 a hoslile alien world to reclaim (oul home
lanel’s ullimate source of power! Encounter

nﬂscapes (aities, bodies of water,
100 screens. Gain energy, eam U
baltle uver 50 varieties of monsters. nhancad densnlydnsk

CULTIVATION I CHROMATICS

To brain-busiing pyzzlers onone disk!
CULTIVATION: Put away your Farmers Almanac --
(hls qames aboul the sual»glc “cultivation® of matching

'mbol-b ush |oPelnal like singles in the proper
o(v;iler ‘T make palrs and clear your choice of100 screens on
1
CHROMATICS: Th\s mesmanllng 3-level Tetris- slyls
contest utilizes 3 -5 di nt_colors instead of shapes;
rotate the hues of blocks la\lmg into awell 10 place:i or more
same-colored blocks together al the bottol

OBLITROID

As the lasl Star Warrior ol Xyros, you must track the evil
Tlndalns 1o_his undevgmuna dungeon and engage in moral

combal! Find special weaponry 10 survive evard -before-
seen dangers on 4 Worlds oompuy 1‘ screens;
invaluable slop/continue mode. Extensive anuahs packed
fullof maps & tips. Enhanced density disk

TOBOT | BROS

Two |nv\9malmg arcade adventures for the pnce of one!
OBO Using his versalile laser gun, our robot
Pe 810 must cscape a spooky 50-room’ caslle mled

m a

)

ur?Super Mario Brothers - inspired): Traverse 8
Werds with 4 Underworlds each 1o rescue your brother
froma hidden castle -- collect mushrooms to get power or
shots, gather ooms ln eam additional lives, and vanquish
legioris of monsters

BACKUP COPY of an( GAME Disk is $2.00 if
at same time as Ori $ 4.00 if ordered laler.
Great KE-SOFT_GAMES DEM OD!SK with \ayabm sampls
screens -- FREE with any 2 GAME
separalely.

SHIPPING And HANDLING is always h.lsl $3.00, regard-
less of uanlnl of KE-SOFT products ordered

NO State Saes Tax is due on any SI Disk.

isks, or

All Mvamsed ATARI Software Products are Distributed
North America and the Weslern Hemisphere by

SOFTWARE INFINITY
East Waring Avenue
IN Sareemlies,

Si's SpemamlavArARl B00/XL/XE/GS Public Domain CATALOG is only $2.00, or FREE on request with any 2 KE-SOFT
MES. Our large New ST P-D CATALOG is $1.00 (stamps okay) everyday. BEST P-D in North America !

More
Problems

Now, all I
needed to do was
tone dial 70# be-
fore placing my
call and I would
not be interrupted
by the call waiting
tone.

I couldn’t wait
to try it out. I
booted 1030 Ex-
press ver.2.1 and
started dialing.
Oh Oh.

Express would
not even let me
enter # using the
manual dial op-
tion. I could in-
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clude # via the menu dial option,
but it didn’t generate the proper
dialing tone. It dialed a 3 instead.

Let’s Try Something Else

Not one to give up, I started
trying every key on my Atari till [
got one that gave the right dialing
tone. The * key was the one that
worked. Now every number in
my dial list starts with 70" to can-
cel call waiting.

Still, this won’t work for the
manual dial option of 1030 Express
unless you make this sequence
your Long Distance code as des-
cribed below.

Not long ago I upgraded to a
2400 baud modem and started
using 850 Express ver.3. With 850
Express # dials properly. You do
not have to substitute the * key.
You still can not directly enter #
using the manual dial option, but
there is a way around this.

Make 70# your Long Distance
code. Then if you need to dial
manually, precede the number you
are dialing with ! which will cause
your cancel call waiting code to be
dialed.

Note

There are several versions of
850 Express and 1030 Express, as
well as several other terminal pro-
grams to choose from. Also, some
phone companies have different
options and different codes for
using them.

You may have to experiment a
little for your particular situation,
but you should never have to lose a
20 minute download or a good
friend because of call waiting.



When you need help with your Atari ... CodeHead

When you want the latest Atari news... }
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Clayton Oainum’

C-Maans>HIP
COMPLETE!

"Clayton Walnum not only
Succeeds in tesching the C

Isnguage, but also explsins the
C'm Intricacies of GEM better than
COMPLETE F've seen it done any where."
--David Plotkin

1.9

Clayton Nalnun's
]

Leorn to progran your ST in (!

sinclude (stdio )
sinclude @sbind. h>
Sinclude (gemders N
Binclude <obdefs.h>

"Grest stuff! C-msanship is a
ity terrific way to learn the C
o ioarit language in general and ST

sp- k] programming in particular.
phac JTNE T

) Highly recommended!”
--Charles F. Johnson,
CodeHead Software

A Taylor Ridge Book

Everything you need to know to program your ST in
C, from the basics of C to the writing of a full GEM
application with windows, dialog boxes, and menu
bars. Desk accessories and built-In resources, too!

To order, send $19.95 plus $3 postage & handling (Can-
ada $4, Overseas $6) to the address below. The disk
version, which includes all programs on two single-
sided disks, is $10 extra. CT residents must include 8%
sales tax. Visa and Mastercard accepted.

Taylor Ridge Books
P.0O. Box 48, Manchester, CT 06040
(203) 643-9673

g ™
" eSTeem

" PILOT

At [ast, the classic, educational
authoring language, PILOT
-richly enhanced by GEM--

is available for Atari ST

computers. Waconare aSLoom LOT
Shece thin ia the fiew time you
Now teachers and  [*""
students, trainers  |omamew
and developers, Bt bl
Atari ST owners e
and enthusiasts, [0t
schools and et suin

Thar's e Uood Ship. ST,

businesses have a
owerful, eaS}/ to
earn system fror Feg!urt";v'q,tEM "

i i -~ Frien user interface
creatgng and using - DrECASyand EasyDraw graphics
tutorials, computer = sound and raphics generation
-based instruction, -- Module Ic;)al -aknd-run and chaining

: . -- Point-and-click response options
{?aslel‘:—l r‘:é;dggg?rfuch - User password access options

-- Usage logging and reportin
more on Atari ST -- File read and write capabilities
computers.

+ Press RETURN «

-~ Laser videodisc and RS232 interfaces
Educational Software & Services of

- 180+page user’s manual
Suggested Retail: $175
eSTeem, inc.
72 Shades Crest Road, Hoover, AL 35226

Educational Site

Licensing Available

For MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Computers Etc.
Discovery Card orders and dealer inquiries, call: (205 980-9146

P.F.ME

PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER

Ifyou run a personal bank account and have an ATARI ST then BALANCE
you need “PFM PLUS." GPLOT

AS EASY TO USE AS A CALCULATOR

If you need to amend or update an entry simply click on it.
Your screen looks just like a bank statement. PFM PLUS
handles Credit and Debit - Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, Yearly
and even complicated regular payments.

BUDGET WITH EASE, AT A CLICK OF A MOUSE

If you're the type that likes to look ahead the PFM allows you

to set budgets for both expenditure and income. Up to 28
budgets can be set over a year, a quarter or a month and then
displayed either in figures or as a bar graph for a given period.
Income/Expenditure for these budgets can also be shown as

a pie chart so you can tell at a glance where your money's gone.

PFMPlus $49.95
(upgrade for Pfm send original disk
for full copy of PFMPlus) $17.95

HiSoft BASIC Professional

HiSoft BASICProfessional is a fully integrated compiler and
editor that takes BASIC programs and turns them into speedy,
compact, 68000 machine code, giving you stand-alone ready-
to-run programs. HiSoft BasicProfessional is a superset of the
already famous HiSoft Basic, and has the extra features that put
it even more in a class of its own.

HiSoft BASIC PROFESSIONAL $ 159.95
HiSoft Basic $ 49.95
HiSoft DevPac $ 9995

ST REPLAY has always been the leading sampling system for the ATARI
ST range of computers. Now REPLAY has come of age! The ST REPLAY
cartridge has been producing the cleanest, sharpest sounding samples
since it was first released, ST FORMAT magazine said, "REPLAY is a
winner.” Now REPLAY has the most advanced sound editor of any low

cost sampling system on any computer, ANYWHERE. REPLAY 8 not only
has the largest range of sample editing faciliies available anywhere, it also
features many advanced software functions which, if they are available at
all, must be purchased separately at EXTRA cost on lesser systems.

REPLAY 8 $169.95
REPLAY Professional

12 bit digitizing version $ 249.95
QUARTET Midi Music Synthesizer $ 59.95
MASTERSOUND I

Budget sound sampler $ 79.95

ﬁ Michiron

3201 DRUMMOND PLAZA
NEWARK, DE 19711

PHONE: 302 - 454 - 7946
DEALER/DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES INVITED
SEND FOR CATALOG




C-manship CoMplETE

Bill Ray!

Practically everyone who has
owned an Atari computer for more
than a year has heard the name
Clay Walnum. Clay’s C-manship
articles in ST-Log were read and
looked forward to by many begin-
ner and intermediate ST C pro-

mmers.

Now, a little over a year after
the demise of ST-Log, Taylor
Ridge Books has released C-man-
ship Complete by Clayton Wal-
num. This 400+ page book con-
tains all 31 of the C-manship ar-
ticles that appeared in ST-Log over
nearly a four year span.

Learning C

There are many other books out
there that teach C programming,
but none of them directly support
the Atari ST. C-manship starts
with the basics, teaching you C
with an ST perspective.

The book focuses on Megamax
and Laser C, but the examples are
easily ported to Mark Williams C,
Sorzobon C, etc. I use both Laser C
and Mark Williams and have had
no problems using either with
most of the supplied source code.

Following the book from Chap-
ter 1 (Some Basics) to Chapters
27-31 (A Complete GEM Applica-
tion), C-manship shows you every-
thing you need to write sophisti-
cated GEM or TOS/TTP programs.
Individual chapters handle such
topics as using the file selector,
desk accessories, simple animation
techniques and more.

Each chapter has at least one
accompanying type-in program,
and many have more than one

A

complete (and often useful) pro-
gram. The book’s six page Index is
very well done and makes finding
a specific topic very easy.

Because the book is a compila-
tion of monthly articles, C-man-
ship Complete is very much a tu-
torial. It is organized in such a way
that each new chapter builds on
the previous. All in all, C-manship
Complete is the best C program-
ming class available for the ST...
and you don’t even have to leave
your home to attend.

If you're just starting to learn C
or want to learn, this book is a
must have. Intermediate and "ex-
pert" level C programmers will, no
doubt, also want this book on their
reference shelf.

I was one of many ST-Log read-
ers who read Clay’s original ar-
ticles with great interest, having
just started programming in C
around the time the C-manship ar-
ticles began.

Unfortunately, I missed a num-

ber of the issues. Cmanship Com-
plete gives me all those articles in
one spiral-bound volume.

Get the Disks!

For those of you who don't
want to type in all those sample
programs that accompany each
chapter, Taylor Ridge has the solu-
tion. The C-manship disk pack
contains two single-sided disks
with the source code and execu-
tables for each chapter. The com-
plete source code and executables
for Clay’s MicroCheck ST is also
included. This full-blown GEM ap-
plication is, by itself, worth the
price of the disks.

I personally believe you can
learn a lot by typing in the source
code yourself and trying to debug
it to find your typos. At times,
though, this can be a bit tedious—
especially when the source code
for some of these chapters is over
13K. Save yourself a lot of time
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Peter Loeser (TEAC)

Back in 1960, Dr. John Stark-
weather of the University of San
Francisco developed a special
"authoring language" called PI-
LOT.

PILOT was an acronym for Pro-
grammed Inquiry, Learning Or
Teaching. It was a special pro-
gramming language designed to
be used by educators and students
to develop interactive, conversa-
tional dialogs for computer-based
educational programs. It was fair-
ly easy to learn and has enjoyed
great success in its various guises
since it was first released. For ex-
ample, many of you may be famil-
iar with the popular 8-bit version
that was released by Atari.

PILOT is now available for the
Atari ST in its newest version
called eSTeem PILOT, thanks to
the efforts of programmer Tom
Nielson. While attempting to re-
tain much of the ease of use of the
earlier versions, Nielson's eSTeem
PILOT adds many new dimen-
sions to the original text based ver-
sion. Before we continue, it is im-
portant to emphasize that PILOT is
a programming language, not a
completed program.

Like BASIC, LOGO, or any pro-
gramming language, it is a tool to
allow the user a way of writing
programs for the computer. It is
an excellent "authoring tool" for
creating customized programs to
use in Computer Aided Instruc-
tion, training, testing and evalua-
tion, simulations, and for repur-
posing or combining commercial
Laser video presentations into
your own programs. For example,

24

ESTeem PILOT

you could write a CAI module on
"The Diary of Anne Frank" and in-
clude screens from the movie's La-
ser Disk.

With eSTeem PILOT you can
use graphic images within your
modules drawn with Degas, Easy
Draw, or other similar ST drawing
programs. You can place graphic,
mouse-controlled pointers that can
locate hotspots (hidden "Hyper-
card-like" buttons) to access dialog
boxes, plus switch between split
screen text and graphic displays.

You cannot, however, create
stand alone programs that will run
on your ST without first loading
them with the PILOT program.

The main PILOT program is
completely configurable with three
levels of use: Manager, Author and
Student level. You can enter names
of users and set their level of ac-
cess. Features such as access pass-
words, automatic logging of user
names, title screens, operational
modes, user access criteria and
autoloading can easily be config-
ured at the Manager level. Creat-
ing and modifying instructional
modules is done at the Author
level, while Students are just al-
lowed to run modules.

This is not a program recom-
mended for beginners without pre-
vious programming experience.
Although it comes with a well
written manual, eSTeem PILOT
would not be easy for beginners to
work their way through without
either computer experience or help
from somebody that has that ex-
perience. The manual is written as
more of a resource than a tutorial.

I'd say that if the previous par-
agraph confused you, you will ex-
perience some difficulties learning
to use eSTeem PILOT. But I also
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feel that if you do learn to use it,
the rewards will be considerable.

In a conversation with author
Tom Nielson, I learned he is in the
process of writing PILOT modules
that teach the user how to program
in PILOT. He has also started a
PILOT section in the Atari ST
Roundtable on GEnie (Category
29, Topic 7). He hopes that, even-
tually, teachers using PILOT will
share their learning modules with
each other, much the same as Mac
users share Hypercard stacks.

PILOT is also open ended. It
already has the ability to produce
multimedia educational units, in-
cluding Laser disk interface, access
and control, but also has the poten-
tial to use CD-ROM drives and the
ability to communicate with virtu-
ally any type of hardware you
wish through the ST’s built-in
RS-232 serial port.

Practically speaking, if you are
a teacher, eSTeem PILOT will
allow you to make custom lessons,
tests and learning programs. You
could also teach programming
with it. The modules can be writ-
ten on any word processor capable
of saving ASCII files. If you are
willing to spend the time necessary
to learn PILOT, and you and your
students have access to ST compu-
ters, this program could be a very
valuable teaching tool for you.

eSTeem PILOT
$175*

72 Shades Crest,
Hoover, AL 35226
(205) 980- 9146

* 25% off for certified educators

and students pursuing an educa-
tion degree. Site licences available.
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Born Again Flowcharts

Robert C. Arp, Jr.

The Birth of a Concept
Long long ago, in the early
days of computer programming,
when bending the primitive in-
telligence of computers to the will
of men was more of an art than a
science, those involved with com-
puter programming instruction
tried to establish conceptual for-
mulae with which to impose a
mathematical type of discipline
upon the new murky profession.
One of the mantras invoked by
many instructors was "flowcharts."

The Rapid Decline and Fall
of a Doctrine

[ doubt that any of the newer
computer texts preach the "no pro-
gram can begin without a flow-
chart" dogma; this admonition was
relaxed slightly after many pro-
grammers admitted that they did
indeed write programs without
flowchart "guidance."

You can see a more modern
version of the "flowchart" doctrine
in Radio Shack’s "Understanding
Computer Science" (the first vol-
ume), which sells for something

like four bucks. The ideas about .

computer programming presented
in the Radio Shack book are very
dated; however, for someone new
to programming, those ideas are
better than none at all.

Originally, the flowchart doc-
trine relaxation took the form that,
well, you can begin to program
without a flowchart, but its con-
struction is required at some phase
of the program development cycle.
Eventually, however, some her-
etics began to claim that flowcharts
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have no place in the program de-
velopment cycle and flowcharts
are to programming as woodchips
are to toilet tissue.

In time, flowcharting fell from
grace and flowchart templates
were thrown in the useless-stuff
drawers along with slide rules and
typewriter ribbons. Oh, some pro-
grammers continue to flit through
a small flowchart now and then
during algorithm development,
but gone are the monstrosities
which plagued us during those
early years.

An Idea Whose Time Has
Come?

Why am I bringing up this sub-
ject now? Has Bob gone bonkers?
Am I writing this just to throw
Dave Small into fits of laughter?
Not really, and, in fact, Dave has
presented a very pragmatic view
of programming in two very recent
issues of Current Notes; so well
written that I shan’t even touch
upon those aspects presented by
that master programmer. (That’s
all of the sucking up I do in one ar-
ticle, Dave.)

I do want to make at least this
much of a case for flowcharts: it is
not the concept that was/is
flawed; it was/is the notion that
the tool should or could control the
thought process of the craftsman.
The entire concept of what pro-
gramming is was skewed when
the flowchart concept was first in-
troduced.

An accurate viewpoint of inac-
curate dogma is expressed by the
following two sentences extracted
from the Radio Shack chapter on
programming;:

"This first step in program de-
velopment can often trip up a pro-
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grammer. If you jump into design
without understanding the prob-
lem that your program is to solve,
then your program is doomed
from the beginning."

If the above were true, very few
programs would ever be comple-
ted. And it was the dogmatic in-
sistence by those who were selling
the idea flowcharts be completed
before programming begin which,
more than anything else, caused
programmers to reject flowcharts
as a programming tool.

The truth is the programming
process is more than just defining
the problem; furthermore, you can
indeed begin to write a program
while having only a very hazy con-
cept of the problem. Hell, you can
begin while having only a very
hazy concept of programming.

Using Flowcharts to Clarify
Ideas

The Radio Shack chapter does
point out the utility of flowcharts
as design aids. A quick simple
flowchart sketch can often solidify
hazy ideas into a draft algorithm;
the draft can be used to jam lines
of code into the editor—that’s
what it’s about, after all. But to ex-
trapolate the flowchart’s signifi-
cance as a design aid to signifi-
cance as a requisite documentation
device, as the chapter does, is non-
sensical.

Flowcharts as Supple-
ments to Documentation

As a supplement to natural lan-
guage documentation for any pro-
cess, be it automotive repair,
semiconductor testing or even
cooking, flowcharts can enhance a
presentation, but it hardly func-
tions as definitive documentation.
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That’s one of the reasons why documenting with
flowcharts could not live up to expectations; program-
ming managers wanted the flowchart to be the docu-
mentation.

Another reason is that flowcharting was very time
consuming; another is that the design of a flowchart
was never fixed. And alterations to existing flowcharts
took more time than did the original work. Finally, I'd
like to stress another reason that flowcharts have not
been as useful as they can be. The standard flowchart
symbols just don’t have enough graphic impact to
make them worth the bother.

Display alert
message

A Debugging Tool

Recently, I had reason to "rediscover" flowchart
utility. After completing the draft design of a compli-
cated algorithm (I am a developer, albeit a slow one), I
found debugging to be rather confusing because I was
having an extraordinarily difficult time keeping track
of my location within the algorithm. I'had found a cri-
tical error in logic, and I knew precisely what needed
fixing, but the precise location within the algorithm
where the correction should reside remained elusive.

Enter Draft Plus, Stage Left

Finally, I decided I couldn’t perform the correction
without a flowchart to serve as a map of the algorithm.
I started looking for my old green templates, but they
were scarfed up by gremlins long ago, so I resigned
myself to free-hand work. Suddenly, I was inspired!
Why not use the ST to draw the flowchart? After all, I
had purchased (but never used) GFA Draft Plus at the
San Jose show.

The more I contemplated the idea, the better I liked

it. 1could remove the symbolic restrictions imposed
by the United States of America Institute and design
my own symbols; symbols that would provide a great-
er impact graphically. I began to study GFA Draft Plus
enthusiastically.

Exit Draft Plus—To The Garbage

I didn’t work with Draft Plus very long before I
realized it was not even worth the $9 I spent for it.
This package has no drafting features whatsoever. No
rulers, no grid and some poor excuse for a cursor that
places objects on the screen with absolutely no regard
for where I want them.

I find it to be less of a drafting program than Degas
Elite. I had previously done a lot of drawing using
Degas with the assistance of a 6-inch ruler and a com-
pass held up to the video screen; a tedious process at
best. Isafely conclude that the ruler/compass method
forced by Degas’s lack of features is infinitely more
pleasurable than using Draft Plus.

Sifting through Rubbish ,

After deciding to give up, and while relating the in-
cident to a sympathetic friend, some enthusiasm re-
turned when he informed me that he had on his ST
most of the drafting and desktop publishing software
available. He walked me through the programs one
by one until I finally found a suitable package.

I've seen all of the advertisements; I've read all of
the hyperbole; and now I’ve tried most of the pro-
grams. I conclude there are a lot of drafting and pub-
lishing programs sold in the ST market that should not
even be given away, unless to your worst enemy. But
I have found one pearl among the rubble.

Enter Easy Draw, Stage Right

As for drafting programs, Easy Draw is the excep-
tion. Easy Draw is good. Perhaps Easy Draw is the
best. I had to invest some valuable time learning to
manipulate the program’s most applicable features;
and there was GDOS, fonts and the ASSIGN.SYS file;
but the results justify the effort. I've begun to develop
a flowcharting repertoire which just might lead me to
expend more effort towards the refinement of this tool.

What It Be Like

I am including two Easy Draw *.GEM files, each of
which contains one page of the first two pages of a
flowchart I am designing for my own use. I'know the
editors of AIM do not squander magazine space, but
perhaps they will be inclined to print one or two.

I think the flowchart icons I developed within Easy
Draw will graphically speak for themselves; else I've
failed to design better icons than those standard icons
which I have condemned. However, it is not my in-
tent to provide universally definitive flowchart icons; I
require them to be only personally definitive. I en-
courage you to develop your own, and, if you are so
inclined, to share yours via AIM.
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CODEHEAD SOF THARE

The finest in productivity and utility software for the Atari ST
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The Macro Tool!

computer with CodeKeys! CodeKeys records all key and
with precise timing, or as fast as possible! Us:
menus, to create a "timed save

The latest addition to
CodeHead’s streamlined
fleet of luxury vehicles!

Automate any task on your Atari
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The Ultimate File
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CODEHEAD
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More than a dozen
unique, useful
programs!

PO. Box 74090, Los Angeles, CA 90004 Tel: (213) 386-5735

CodeHead products are available at your local ST dealer or call us directly for more info.

Developing More Icons

The images I supply are only two of those I require
for my complete flowchart; therefore, I will develop
many more icons along the way to completion. In case
it is not obvious, perhaps because of my lack of draw-
ing expertise, the icons which look like a video screen
do represent same.

I direct your attention to the video screen icon con-
taining the text "Display alert message." As soon as I
connected this icon to the "Get destination partition"
icon, I realized I had introduced an undesirable algor-
ithm lock. The lock is this: if the user is alerted to the
fact that identical origin and destination partitions
have been selected, and if it is the origin partition en-
try which must be corrected, the user must exit the
program to do so.

See, the flowchart began to assist me right off the
bat.

Robert C. Arp, Jr.

278-1 San Tomas Aquino Rd.

Campbell, Ca. 95008

408(370-9039)

FEEL THE SPEEDI!

- speeds up your ST’s screen graphics
- faster than hardware accelerators

- speeds up all fonts, including GDOS fonts

- requires less than 28K of memory
- supports all screen resolutions
- supports custom desktop backgrounds

FREE DEMO AVAILABLE!!

The magazine reviews said of Quick ST II:
"amazingly FAST' - Nick Berry, PSAN (4/90)

“1 highly recommend this package"
- Ron Schaefer, ST Informer (6/90)

"Buy it' - A. J. Wrotniak, Current Notes (6/90)

See for yourself why over 5,000 fellow Atari ST users swore by Quick ST Il in 1990.
Buy Quick ST Il for only $19.95 (or less) and enjoy a faster ST or STE computer!

ATTENTION ALL ST USERS!

Have you received your copy of the Branch Always Newsletter yet?
We have just released our year end newsletter packed with complete product information
about our Quick ST Il and Quick Tools packages, update info, dealer lists, hints and tips
about using our products, questions and answers from our users, user group discount info,
and valuable di for 1991. The newsletter was sent free
to all registered users of our products and to all user groups in Canada and the United States.
To receive a FREE newsletter, send us your name and address and a copy of this ad.

Branch Always Software
14150 N.E. 20th. St. #302
Bellevue, WA 98007

Phone: (206)-885-5893 Orders: (206)-783-0933
Compuserve: 73657,2714 GEnie: DAREKM
BBS to download the demo from: (206)-525-7046

Quick ST Il and Quick Tools are available at most Atari ST dealers
across the U.S. and Canada. If ordering direct, add $3 s/h for U.S.
destinations, and $5 elsewhere. U.S. dollars only please. For credit
card orders, call our order line at 206-783-0933, business hours.
FEEL THE SPEED! DOWNLOAD THE FREE QUICK ST Il DEMO.
Download QST22DEM.ARC from Genie, Compuserve, or the BBS.
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Michael Shitz

[with additions by Pattie Rayl]

I just returned from London
yesterday, so here is my (German)
10 cents worth about the London
show.

There were over a 120 vendors
at the show showing off software
and hardware for the ST and Ami-
ga. Typical for the English ST mar-
ket, the whole show was domin-
ated by game software. Where, for
example, the Atari fair in Diissel-
dorf, Germany, is probably 80 per-
cent dedicated to application prod-
ucts and maybe less than 20 per-
cent to game software, at the 16Bit
Computer Faire in London it was
just the other way around.

US Vendors

Naturally, there was other stuff
to see and buy besides games.
Double Click Software was show-
ing off their own DC Desktop and
DC Utilities as well as Computer
Safari’s font packages and Branch
Always’ Quick ST II. Strangely
enough, Mike and Jim of Double
Click got more questions on whe-
ther they were going to sell their
Stacy than their software.

Atari Interface introduced their
Atari magazine, complete with
public domain disk of the month
and Clear Thinking’s EdHak editor
to the English crowd.

Talon Technology was showing
off PC emulators and their new
line of designer mice available in a
plethora of colors.

Best Electronics shared the dis-
play with Talon Technologies.
Brad didn’t seem to be completely

A

Computer
in London

happy with how the show went for
him.

Soft-Logik’s Stephanie Manni-
ng traveled from St. Louis to dem-
onstrate both the Amiga and ST
versions of Pagestream. Page-
Stream was "wowing" the show-
goers, who were mostly Calamus
or Fleet Street owners, which is
natural considering where these
programs originally came from.

European Products

Retouche Professional was
shown by the English distributor.
HiSoft was there with their full
range of programming languages,
and even some German companies
like the modem supplier CSR and
the hard drive manufacturers LA-
COM and PROTAR came to Lon-
don to show off their products.

Quality games like Captive,
Powermonger, Speedball II and
Populous could be purchased for
17 pounds (approximately $30).

Even with over 120 vendors,
not many were developers. A very
high percentage was made up of
large dealers and vendors selling
public domain software or com-
mercial software and/or hard-
ware. User groups had booths set
up and there were several UK
magazines, such as Let’s Compute
and ST Format, present.

The show was held on two
floors at the Novotel in Hammer-
smith and was very well accepted
by the English public. There were
many times during the three days
where rows between the booths
were blocked simply because of
the large number of visitors.

A very high percentage of the
visitors were kids and students,
naturally attracted by the games.
Unfortunately for the US vendors,
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these types of show-goers didn’t
seem to have much spare money to
spend on new (to them) US prod-
ucts. The attendance for this 16Bit
Computer Faire was projected at
around 20,000 Amiga and ST own-
ers.

The Show’s Over

All in all there was nothing
new to see for the ST, but the show
was a success for both the organi-
zer, Westminster Exhibitions, and
most of the exhibitors.

For the US vendors, it seemed
their hopes of a market that was at
least similar to North America’s
weren'’t fullfilled.

Several vendors had to send
product home, and those fortunate
enough not to, had to scramble to
find a UK distributor to purchase
leftover products.

It would seem the grass in the
UK is just as green as it is here in
the US.
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SLICCWARE™ ships FREE product updates !

By Randy Foster
President of SLICCWARE™

With the beginning of the new
year, SLICCWARE"™ released
version 1.02 of SLICCTOP™,
which adds new software specially
designed to monitor and maintain
operating system integrity.

In keeping with company policy,

updates were shipped, free of

charge, 1o all registered owners.

With SLICCTOP™

The user need not abandon the
desktop to enter an application.
Support is provided for special
desktop applications to run
concurrently on the desktop with

full data sharing. In addition, the
user may toggle back and forth
between the desktop and any
program which uses a standard
menu bar -- while applications on
the desktop continue their
processing uninterupted.

No longer need a user wait while
long transfers or printouts are
taking place. Processes such as
copying, moving, deleting, or
printing files, are placed in a queue
at the time they are initiated. And
because the system is multitasking,
the user is immediately free to
initiate another process or continue
working with his favorite software.

No longer need a user watch
helplessly while a process, initiated

unintentionally, is carried out to
completion. Select CANCEL from
the watch box provided, and the
process is terminated immediately’!

Like organization? SLICCTOP™
allows the user to organize his
working environment by installing
up to 144 applications, data files
and windows for quick access from
the desktop menu bar or keyboard
equivalents!

Short on memory? SLICCTOP™
uses high speed code swapping to
minimize memory requirements;
and, if the user desires, may be
swapped out almost entirely while
executing a program. That is why
SLICCTOP™ requires a hard drive.

Purchase price . .. only $49.95 !!

For more information, call: (206) 867 - 1786.
Or to order directly, send $49.95 (check or money order payable to SLICCWARE) to:

SLICCTOP,

P.O. Box 2609, Kirkland,

WA 98083

Atari is a registered trademark of Atari Corporation.




STash v. 14

Hioh Speed Hard Drive Back-up Program

R. Larsen & J. Hepworth

(STUN)

Data On Drive C: May Be

Damaged or some other computer
profanity jumps to the screen.

Yes, it’s true, sports fans. Even
the most expensive hard drive can
suffer from sudden amnesia for
many reasons. Maybe you just
dragged the wrong files to the
trash icon. Maybe the whole drive
quits working. Either way you
now have a serious problem.

An Ounce of Prevention

The main thing to remember
before anything happens to the
files you have stored on a hard
disk is back-up your data! A lot of
hard work could be saved by mak-
ing a copy of the information onto
a set of diskettes. It’s painless, and
you can rest at night knowing you
won’t lose your files once you have
them stored.

STash from Silicon Mountain
Systems can provide you with a re-
liable disk back-up of those pre-
cious files on your hard drive in a
hurry and with a lot of optional
choices. Sometimes you back-up
the whole drive; other times you
back-up just the files that are new
or changed since the last time you
did a back-up (incremental).

Do you have files on your hard
drive larger than can normally be
stored on one disk? That’s no
problem with STash.

The program comes on a single
disk, and several helpful utilities
are also included. The manual is
brief, but covers all the features. A
discussion of the differing theories
behind back-up methods leads off
the documentation.

A

How STash works

STash is unique in its approach
to data back-up. Rather than the
two main methods used by other
back-up software, STash makes
use of both at the same time. Some
programs just copy files from the
hard drive to disk as files, while
others make a "bit image" copy of
every sector of a hard drive.

Both ways have drawbacks.
File copiers can’t handle a file that
is too long for a floppy disk and
are generally slower and use up
more disks. Image type copiers
seem fast and complete, but the
back-up can’t be restored to a
drive if you change the size or the
total number of the partitions.

STash copies files from your
hard drive and writes them as an
image on specially formatted
disks, putting the most data on the
fewest number of disks. Any file
that is larger than normally fits on
a disk just smoothly spreads to the
next disk.

The beauty of using STash is
that it runs in all three resolutions
and even with limited memory
and accessories or auto programs
loaded you won’t notice any drop
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in the performance of the back-up.
Often, back-up software requires
that nothing reside in memory be-
sides itself.

You have the option of using
either a single- or double-sided
disk drive. You can back-up a
whole partition or just one folder
and everything in it. You can turn
disk verify on or off. Probably the
nicest feature is that STash reports
the total number of disks it will
need before it begins to write to
any of them!

STash won’t let you use the
wrong disk, either. If you acciden-
tally put a disk in the drive that al-
ready has part of the current back-
up stored on it, you are prevented
from overwriting the data already
on the disk.

A small configuration file stores
the information you supply about
your disk size (single- or double-
sided), which type of back-up you
wish (full or incremental and re-
cursive or non-recursive), your
write verify choice and the selected
path.

Since you may need to make
more frequent back-ups of certain
parts of your drive than others be-
cause of the replacement value of
the files or the constant change of
the data, you can save several dif-
ferent configuration files and load
them to instantly set up for each
particular back-up.

Using STash

STash intelligently handles a
bug in Atari’s TOS 1.0 and 1.2 that

) set the archive bit in the directory

for each file, giving back-up soft-
ware the wrong information for in-
cremental back-ups. Whatever ver-
sion of TOS you are using, STash
works right.
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Some Drawbacks

There are some possible drawbacks to using STash
as your hard drive back-up program. You are allowed
to use only one floppy drive for the back-up even if
you have two. The disks are given a special format
over which you have no control. The format is 80
tracks with 10 sectors per track. You may have drives
that will write to more than 80 tracks, but you can’t do
it.

The format is not a TOS file format, so you can’t go
in and select a few of the files and restore them. In fact,
if you attempt to look at the directory of these disks,
you get garbage like something is wrong with your
computer. This requires you to install the complete
back-up (however, remember that you can do partial
back-ups and the back-up may be small enough so this
is no bother).

STash apparently has no way to restore a back-up
to the hard drive if one of the disks in the back-up is
unreadable. The files will be safely restored up to the
point where the disk error occurs, but no other disks
of that set can be restored.

Missing from STash is a permanent logging proce-
dure. Files are listed to the screen during the back-up,
but there is no way to scroll back through the list or
print it or store it to disk with the back-up. When the
back-up disks are complete, there is no way to know
what files are on them.

HIGH DENSITY
DRIVES for the

ATARI ST

Put 1.44 Megabyte Storage in your ST!

The PowerDrive modification board allows
you to use standard high density drives
that automatically down-grade to standard
ST format. Comes with formatting software
to format up to 1.7 megs.

Board and External HD Drive... $259.95
Board and Internal HD Drive... 189.95
Modification Board only... 119.95

Testing STash

When STash was tested on a Mega 2 with TOS 1.4
to make a back-up of a 5 megabyte partition with 4.9
megs full, these were the elapsed times:

1st Back-up verify on: 22 min. 58 sec
(disks need formatting) .

2nd Back-up verify on: 12 min. 28 sec.
(disks already formatted)

3rd Back-up verify off: 6 min. 00 sec
(disks already formatted) .

You can see that if you feel secure doing the
back-up with write verify off on disks that already
have the special STash format, you can produce a
rapid complete back-up of your hard drive—nearly a
megabyte per minute. Of course, incremental back-ups
will go even faster.

Making your data safe from "hard drive amnesia"
is fast with STash and restoring the STashed away
data is easy, too.

STashv.1.4

Silicon Mountain Systems
5989 Ohio River Rd.
Huntington, WV. 25702
(304) 525-0164

CARTOGRAPHER

The Editor for Chaos Strkes Back™
and Dungeon Master™ Saved Games

With our easy to use, mouse-based
program, you can display the maps
contained in your saved games, and
then alter them at will. Remove walls,
pits and any other obstacles that you
need removed. You can even remove
the locks on doors. Only $19.95

DreamPark Development

2469 East Fort Union Blvd. Suite 100 - Salt Lake Clty, Utah 84121
(801) 943-4370 - FAX: (801) 943-4374
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CramSlam

from Phil Comeau Software

Bill Pike (PAC)

Write it Right, Right?
Right!

When I began writing reviews,
I was just having fun passing on
what I learned—both the good and
bad points of programs and sys-
tems. I consistently used a spelling
checker and I thought if the spell-
ing was correct I couldn’t be far
wrong.

As I continued, I had more than
a few critical comments about my
murdering of the "King’s English"
(sometimes by slow torture) from
friends and others. I found the
need, read that necessity, to im-
prove my grammar.

If I was using an Itty Bitty Ma-
chine (IBM for the uninitiated),
several programs would be avail-
able to check grammar, at a cost of
from $75 to $250. However, not
using an IBM emulator, that option
was not open to me.

To make a long story shorter,
about a year-and-a-half ago I
found a demo of a program called
GramSlam. I tried the program
and it was just what I needed.
And, the price was right. Needless
to say I ordered the full working
version within a few days.

Version 1.0 was awkward to
work with, but it did the job. The
program is now at version 3.0 and
works very well indeed. Gram-
Slam checks for 1,200 abuses of the
English language. I am now using
it consistently for all my writing.

There is a demo version of
GramSlam version 3.0 on Com-
puServe for those who wish to
look before buying. I have nothing
but praise for the companies pro-

A

Edit Problem Phrases

Phrase File gramslam.gsp

Phrase Pattern: a criteria'r

Description: Usage error

Suggestion: Criteria: plural

Reporting Level: (8] (1] (2] (3] (4 (5] (€] (8 jE)

(_Add_|

(_Change |

(Delete | [_Help |

viding this option of "try before
you buy" instead of sticking you
with a program which doesn’t do
what you wanted.

Let’'s Get To It

Enough of the background!
GramSlam is a Grammar and Style
Checker. It compares words and
phrases in a document with a list-
ing of possible errors. The listing
has been compiled by Phil Comeau
from nine college level and beyond
books of grammar and style.

The program can also check for
variations between American and
English language spellings. Yes,
you can add your own pet phrases
to the program if you wish.

Some of the features are: It
works on any Atari 16-bit compu-
ter in medium or high resolution.
GramSlam runs as an accessory or
from the desktop. Multiple levels
of checking—from Brooklyn to for-
mal London—are supported.

The program works with any
text editor/word processor that
can output an ASCII file. A read-
ability index (FOG index, years of
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schooling needed to understand
the document) is shown after the
check is complete, along with sta-
tistics about the document. It even
checks for double words.

GramSlam can output to the
screen, a printer and/or a disk
file—all at the same time. You are
shown the problem it has found,
the context surrounding the prob-
lem and a suggested correction.

The program is a bit dumb—it
just looks for words and phrases,
so some suggestions should be
taken with a grain of salt. I suggest
saving the file to disk along with
the screen display. This allows you
to open a second window in your
word processor/text editor con-
taining the "problem" file next to
the original document.

The manual for the program is
well written, and covers just about
everything you could wish. How-
ever, it doesn’t cover how to install
the program on a hard disk. Oh
well, we can’t be perfect. Just copy
all the files to a folder anywhere on
your hard drive (how about your
word processor folder?)



GranSlam
The following problem was encountered in file
C:\UTILITYS\FLASHFMT\FLASHFMT,ASC

Context: of a Hard Disk, so that end of the
transfer is negligible. The destination
was my drive STANDARD XBIOS TWISTER
FORMAT FAST FORMAT Time to copy sec sec

Phrase: sec sec
Description: Doubled word
Suggestion: Delete one word

D Don't report this problem again

The manual has a discussion of how GramSlam works
and its limitations. Another section shows examples of
errors along with the level assigned to each type of er-
ror, to give you an idea of just what the program is re-
porting. The reporting environment is discussed and
examples are given. You are shown how to edit (add)
your own pet errors for the program to find. There is
also a discussion of how to interpret the information in
the Document Statistics shown at the completion of a
check.

There is only bad point I can find with the pro-
gram—it only works well with ASCII files. Non-ASCII
files can be checked, but the program does get con-
fused.

Why it is suggested to install the program as an ac-
cessory, I don’t know. It is also suggested that you in-
stall GramSlam as an application (do you wish to
check every file with a particular extension?). I just run
GramSlam as a program. I suggest saving your docu-
ment in your word processor format first, then saving
the ASCII file for checking by GramSlam. That way,
you can load your file back into your word processor
and easily make changes later.

GramSlam 3.0

$34.95 plus $3.00 shipping
Phil Comeau Software

43 Rueter Street

Nepean, Ontario

Canada K2J3Z9

GranSlan
Finished checking C:\UTILITYS\FLASHFMT\FLASHFMT.ASC

Problem Phrases Encountered:
Problem Phrases Reported:
Nunber of Words:

Number of Sentences:

fiverage Sentence Length (words):
Occurrences of Verb "To Be":

% Sentences Containing "To Be":
Readability Grade (Fog Index):

UNIQUE &

Facade Regular

SEAUTIF

; Cherry Time
F. acadf ltalic Cherry Time Bold
UNIFONT*49 Cherry Time ltalic
UNIFONT 49 [TALI Max Bold
Gotcha! Max Bold italic
2 Cherry Garamond 5 Pompeii Book
cosr? seneiond Pompeii Italic
Fura Bold Cond.
Suisse Compact Fura Bold
Suisse Compact italic Cond.— Italic
3 Ice Medium Cherry Baskerville
Ice Italic Baskeruville Italic
Ice Bold Baskerville Bold
4 Baskerville Bold-
Ice Bold Italic|| Laiic

*Calamus is a registered trademark of DMC/Ditek International

Calamus>X< Konts

UL DISPLAY AND TEXT FONTS FOR CALAMUS USERS.

Each of these six Cherry FontPaks contains
a wonderfully matched set of professional
quality typefaces that will give your documents
that extra flair. Whether you design formal
business reports or dazzling posters, there’s a
FontPak that suits your style. At only $42.95 per
Pak, you can’t afford not to arm yourself!

If your dealer doesn’t carry Cherry Fonts,
simply send a BANK CHECK or money order
for the total price of the FontPaks you’d like to
order plus $2.00 (S/H) to our address
below. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. For a
sample catalog send $1.00 to cover our postal
cost and we’ll pop one in the mail to you.

Cherry Fonts
THE PICK OF THE TYPEFACE CROP

Suite #4 - 2250 'I’yhcr St. Port Coquitlam, B.C,,
Canada V3C 271 Phone: (604) 944-2923

M4 March 1991



2 ’ y
Disks-XL's/XE's/800
ATARIWRITER + With Spelicheck $29.95
NEWSROOM (1050 or XF551 - 64K) $13.50
AUTO DUEL . e S $15.00
GAUNTLET (GAK) ............ $12.50
Deeper Dungeons (Req. Gauntiet) $16.95
INFILTRATOR (64K) ... ....... $16.95
TRAILBLAZER by Mindscape .. $16.95
CROSS COUNTRY ROAD RACE  $12.50
GHOSTBUSTERS Disk . . . . ..
CYCLE KNIGHT ... .ocvu sivaa o
SEVEN CITIESOF GOLD . . . ..
RACING DESTRUCTION SET .
ONE ON ONE BASKETBALL
LORDS OF CONQUEST . . .

ATARI 8-BIT [EEES
Al For XL's/XE’s 800/400
BORKEY KONG Caridge. ... S0

DELUXE INVADERS Cartridge . ... $4.00

SOFTWARE - PARTS AND BOOKS FOR [Prufea iy
ATARI XL / XE & 800/400 COMPUTERS wooowfdg‘&f""u’,s”s
1050 MECHANISM BOOKS

DESERT FALCON Cartridge .
Factory fresh TANDON me
a?( Y L(jmts

BATTLE ZONE Cartridge . . .
BLUE MAX Cartridge . . . . R
BALLBLAZER Cartridge . ... .. .. 319.50

fficult repairs a snap. ) ) SUPER BREAKOUT Cartridge . .. $17.50 F-15 STRIKE EAGLE Disk .. ...
are complete with Head, Stepper, Mapping the Atari (XLUXE)  $24.95 FINAL LEGACY Cartridge ... .. .. $17.50 TOP GUNNER COLLECTION . ..
Spindle motor, belt etc. Just plugin, Mapping the Atari (800/400) $18.95 ARCHON Cartridge . ........... $19.50 SILENT SERVICE Disk ........

RESCUE ON FRACTALAS Cart. .. $19.50
DAVID'S MIDNIGHT MAGIC Cart. $17.50

VISICALC Spreadsheet .
MASTERCHESS Disk . ... .....
LASWAT.................

no difficult alignments or adjust-
ments required.

Compute's First Book of Atari $12.50

$ 50 Gampue's. THid Book of Atai ACE OF ACES Cannidga. " $22.5 WOMPER STOMPER Disk
; f ; artridge . . . . . ; St
47 (Includes a high quality type in NECROMANCER Cartridge . . ...  $9.95 FORT APOCALYPSE Disk . . .. ...
Word Processor) ..... .. $12.50 GORF Cart. 800/400 Only . ....... $4.00 ELECTRA-GLIDE Disk ...

First Book of Atari Graphics $12.50 MILLIPEDE Cartridge . .. . ... .. $10.00 MIND MAZES (Educational) . .. . ..
POWER PACKS 2nd Book of Atari Graphics  $12.50 PENGO Catidge ! T si2.56 STRIP POKER o
Exact replacement trans- $ 50 Graphic Book Combo #1& 2 $19.95 EASTERN FRONT Cartridge .. . ... $12.50 ACTIONBIKER.........
g%m% (;g)r( 800/400 1050 Electronic Computer Projects ~ $9.95 ADVENTURE CREATOR Cartridge $12.50 KICK START . $
, i SILICON WARRIOR Cartridge . . .. $12.50 MONEY TOOLS (Financial Utlity) . $9.95
XF551 units. Panm XE USERS HANDBOOK ~ $21.95 MATH ENCOUNTER Gartridge ... $12.80 DIG DUG Disk . ) So0s
XL USERS HANDBOOK  $21.95 g&ngﬁ;:‘gg:glgg Cat:idge i gfggg ztég_er;&AcécD?;k by Epy)( o :g gg
Assembly Language Guide $21.95 \S! muidge.. ... i o | 30
Editor/Assembler Cart. (No Manual) $9.95 OLIN EMERALD (Jr., Adv,) ... ... $9.95
XL/XJ? SJ%KZ%X $ 00 USING NEWSROOM . ... $19.95 PILOT LANGUAGE PACKAGE . $1750 MOVIE MAKER (Graphics) . . . . .. $9.95
130XE, 65XE & XE Garme, 25 YOUR ATARI COMPUTER $17.95 SPARTADOS-X Cartridge . . ..  $59.95 FINANCIAL COOKBOOK . .. $9.95
Programmers Ref. Guide ~ $14.95 AGTION TOOLKIT DISK " $19.08 R ] oo
o HackerBook Tricks & Tips  $5.00 ACTION RUN TIME (DISK) ...  $19.95 GOLDEN OLDIES (4 Classic Games) sssss
KEYB ARDS Write Your Own Games ... $5.00 MAC-65 O.S.S. Cartridge . ...  $55.00 BUCKAROOBANZI .......... .. $12.50
MAC-65 TOOL KIT DISK . . . . $19.95 WARGAMES (Based on the Movie) $12.50
New and complete subassermbly. How to 6502 Program ... $5.00 BASIC XE Cartridge . . . $55.00 DAY AT THE RAGES (Horee Race) $12.50
Easy internal replacement. Basic Reference Manual . .. $5.00 R-TIME 8 Cartridge $47.95 CHESSMASTER2000. .. ...... $12.50
130XE/65XE  $35.00 INSIDE ATARI BASIC .... $5.00 EXPRESS| New Cartridge version $67.95 PINBALL CONSTRUCTION SET ~ $12.50
800 $ 40.00 DOS 2.0 Reference Manual $7.50 SPINNAKER EDUCATIONAL CARTRIDGES sggDS,EM‘g’N" o ::2558
""" : Tech Ref. Notes for 800/400 $19.95 KINDERCOMP Cartridge . . . . . $8.75 MUSIC CONSTRUCTION SET . .. $12.50
800XL . ... $29.50 Basic Playground Workbook $5.95 FRACHION TEVERCabI0ge....  $873 TRIAD (Arcade | Action Game) . .. $12.50
400 $ 12 50 i FACEMAKER Cartridge . . . . . . $8.75 FOOBLITSKY Disk / Board Game $12.50
...... ¥ ALPHABET ZOO Cartridge . ... $8.75 BEYOND CASTLE WOLFENSTEIN $12.50
SAMS Repair manuals for 1050, g&ﬁmﬁaﬁgmﬁw :g-;g TEMPLE OF APSHAI . :12.50
; ALI-ANTS Disk . ivn '$12:50
XL 40 PIN LS| CHIP SET 800XL, 130XE, 800, 400 contain DELTA DRAWING Cartridge . ... $8.75 MOUSE QUEST Disk (64K) . ... .. $12.50

schematics, parts lists, labelled
photographs, oscilloscope and
logic level readings. $24.95 Each

STORY MACHINE 800/400 only $8.75
LINKING LOGIC (Fisher-Price) Cart  $8.75
GRANDMA'S HOUSE (Disk) ..... $875

* DATASOFT DISKS -

VIDEO TITLE SHOP 3 DISK BONUS PACK

Contains VTS + 2 Companion Disks $14.95
ALTERNATE REALITY (The City) $12.50
ALTERNATE REALITY The Dmgeon $12.50
SARACEN Disk . . .. . $9.95
GUNSLINGER Disk (64K) ceee.. $9.95

ELECTRONIC DRUMMER Disk . .  $12.50
PIRATES OF THE BARBARY COAST $12.50
NICKERBOCKER Disk .. ...... $12.50
BOULDER DASH Construction Set  $12.50
12 SCOTT ADAMS ADVENTURES $12.50
SORCEROR at Claymourge Castle $12.50
HACKER Adventure by Activision $12.50
MIND SHADOW Adventure 64K $14.95
GHOST CHASER.............. $14.95
GUITAR WIZARD (Music Tutor) . . $14.95
BLAZING PADDLES (Graphics) . . $14.95

A Complete set of 40 Pin Large Scale
Integrated Circuits for your 800XL,
600XL or 1200XL computer.

Great for quick repairs! Set

contains one each of the
following: CPU, GTIA, $ 1695
[}

ANTIC, PIA AND POKEY.
800 4 PIECE BOARD SET

ATARIWRITER + PLUS

WITH SPELLCHECK
Complete Disk based package

TOMAHAWK Helicopter Game 64K $12.50

(ncludes Maln Board, Powsr Supply . $29.95 EEEQEE&E%F:S‘P?WM S $6280 THE SOANALTIER EA. $2995

Assembly, CPU Module and 10K MERCENARY Disk . - $12.50 Advanced Protection Techniques $24.95

Revision B Operating System Module. BOOKKEEPER & KEYPAD THE GOONIES Disk .. $12.50 i e

All boards are new, tested and complete You get both Atari's 8 bit 95 CONAN Disk . $12.50 YOUR ATARI COMES ALIVE ... $2395

ith all t professional bookkeepi $ 19 221-B BAKERSTREET (64K) ... $12.50 SPARTADOS CONST. SET $27.50

YO &0 COMPONBIES. . +.e riv.o < oo : the Rty s 221-B BAKER ST. Case Library 1 $9.95 SPARTADOS Tooh Kit " 2750

system andthe handy 221-B BAKER ST. Case Library 2 $9.95 TYPESETTER a0

800/400 MODULES numeric keypad for one low 4 DISK Napolean in Russia (Borodino 1812) $12.50 RUBBER STAMP . $19.50
price. Packages Factory sealed  SET BISMARCK .................. $12.50 N L o sl e

NEW PARTS COMPLETE WITH IC'S ZORRO............ ... s995 P o rEal Dawbase, ... SCALL

* CX853 16K RAM Module $9.50 MOONSHUTTLE . ... .......... 54.95

- 800/400 CPU with GTIA . $8.75 VISICALC SPREADSHEET CROSSCHECK . ... ... SSI QUALITY SIMULATIONS

« 800 10K "B* OS MODULE $8.75 Unleash the computing power o5 MICROPROSE DISKS SSI MECH BRIGADE . . $19.95

* 800 POWER BOARD . . . .$14.50 of your 8 bit Atari withVisicalc. $ 19 S STRIKE EATLE . e 51 SONS OF LIBERTY . $19.9

el Lo Compute everything from home - TOP GUNNER COLLECTION ... $14.95 - 81
* 400 POWER BOARD . . .. $9.50 yting * SILENT SERVICE .. ........ SSI SIX GUN SHOOTOUT ... .. $19.95

finances to high powered finan-
cial projections. Hundreds of uses. DISK

Super DataBase 1-2-3

INNOVATIVE PRODUCT CREATES AMAZING

SSI KNIGHTS OF THE DESERT . $19.95
SSI Rebel Charge at Chickamauga $14.95
S8I SHILOH - GRANTS TRAIL ... $14.95
SSI THE ETERNAL DAGGER . . . . $14.95
SSIFIELDOF FIRE .. ...... .. $14.95
SSI WIZARDS CROWN . . ... ... $14.95

* KENNEDY APPROACH . . .
SSPITFIREACE . ..cocooimns
« DECISION IN THE DESERT .. ..
= CRUSADE IN EUROPE . . ..
* CONFLICT IN VIETNAM G
S HELLCAT ACE . ... o. o o sosi

MISCELLANEOUS
600XL 64K UPGRADEKIT . .. .. $29.95
13PIN SERIAL I/O CABLE ..... $4.50
SPECIAL - 3 /0 CABLES FOR $10.00

INCLUDES 137 PAGE MANUAL 3DISKS $5995

ACE JOYSTICK .. $7. SS| GEMSTONE WARRIOR . .... $14.95
POWEHPLAYER JOYSTICK ~ $19.95 DATABASE APPLICATIONS EVEN IF YOU « INFOCOM DISKS . SSI IMPERIUM GALACTUM . .. $19.95
HAVE NO PROGRAMMING SKILL. ONCE YOU
U.S. DOUBLER s .cosvice s ns $27.50 CREATE A PROGRAM WITH SUPER * WISHBRINGER . . ........ $14.95 gg:w::'s:‘ﬂsuss,“. v ...As}ggg
400 BOARD SET W/OKybd)  $22.95 DATABASE IT BECOMES A STAND-ALONE Sy K vEREE e (14,88 SS1NAM s 3109
PADDLE CONTROLLERS ... $9.95 APPLICATION THAT RUNS ON ITS OWN. « PLANETFALL . 000 : SSIWARGAME CONSTRUCTION SET $14.95
REV. "C" BASIC ROM IC . $15.00 "GENERATE" YOUR OWN *’ROGW‘MS To S i SSI SHATTERED ALLIANCE . . .. $19.95
RAMBO XL wo RAM IC's . $27.50 KEEP TRACK OF EVERYTHI . CUT THROATS . .../ $14.95 SSI FORTRESS (Strategy Game) $19.95

CHIP SET for RAMBO XL- 256K %2& gg « BALLYHOO . . . . SSI CYTRON MASTERS (Arcade) $14.95

850 or PR MODEM CABLE .

+ SUSPENDED

850 or PRPRINTER CABLE .. $14.50 p-R- CONNECTION _______ o [ .. EDUCATIONAL DISKS » »
sorhouioncale ... 305 [ sui) Puletmrico o comucing [N CENE i [ e e e
P:R: CONNECTION . ...~ $62.00 a wide variety of standard RS232 « + DISK BARGAlNS o e LINKWORD GERMAN .. $22.50
1/0 13 PIN PC CONNECTOR .. $4.50 modems and standard Centronics * SUMMER GAMES BY EPYX .. $4.75 LINKWORD FRENCH . T $22.50
800XL RF MODULATOR $9.50 Parallel printers to your Atari 8-bit BB AMBUGH . oo o = o S8 A+SPELLING (4 DISKS) .. .. .. $19.95

""" computer. Direct replacement for the o T . A+ LEARN TO READ (3 DISKS) .. $19.95
RF CABLE (COMPUTER TO TV) $3.75 * TECHNA-COLOR DREAM . . .. .. $4.95 A+ READING COMPREHENSION . $19.95

850 interface. .............. $62.00

1050 TRACK ZERO SENSOR . . $8.50
850 12pc IC set - all except ROM $19.50
ANIMATION STATION. .. ... $74.95
SUPRA 2400 BAUD MODEM . $124.95

---------- . 14 TH x TORMRRIE 1
* ROCKET REPAIRMAN . ... ..... $4.95 g:T ngBAL e . §|7_355

* SPEEDKING ... e $4.95 HODGE PODGE (AGE 1- 6) ... .. $1350

..... e $4 MONKEY MATH (AGE 4 - 10) .. .. $17.50
. WOMBATS 1 g MONKEY NEWS (GRADES 1- 6) . $17.50
« FREAKY FACTORY ... ... ... $4.95 TEDDY BEAR Rainy Day Games . . $12.50
* THE GAMBLER. ....... coee. 8750 COUNTING & ADDING with Tink . . $9.95

CALL TOLL FREE AMERICAN TECHNA-VISION

Mail Order: 15338 Inverness St., San Leandro, Ca. 94579

1_ 800- 551_ 9995 Sales Office: 2098 Pike Ave.: San Leandro: Ca. 94577

Terms: NO MINIMUM ORDER. We accept money orders, personal checks or
C.ODs. VISA, Master/Card okay. Credit cards restricted to orders over $18.50. No
I N CALI F_ OR OUTS I DE U _S_ personal checks on C.O.D. - Shipping: $4.75 shipping and handling on orders under
$150.00. Add $3.75 for C.O.D. orders. In Canada or P.R. total $8.00 for shipping
and handling. Foreign shipping extra. Calif. residents include 7 % sales tax. All

CA LL 4 15— 352- 3787 products new and guaranteed. All sales final. Send S.A.S.E for free catalog.

Prices subject to change withauit nolice. Atari is a reg. ¥ademark of Atari Corp.

P:R: or 850 to Printer Cable . .
P:R: or 850 to Modem Cable . .

$14.50
$14.50




How’s Your Memory?
A Cuide to Upgrading the Memory in Your STe

Eric Schofield (RACE)

According to the survey that
STart magazine conducted of its
readers last year, approximately 25
percent of Atari ST users plan on
upgrading the memory in their
computers. At one time, increasing
the RAM in your ST was a compli-
cated procedure. There are numer-
ous upgrade boards available and
who knows which ones are easier
to install or are compatible with
your machine?

Atari’s introduction of the 1040
STe on US shores has simplified
the matter greatly. One no longer
needs to purchase upgrade boards
or dynamic RAM chips. Improving
one’s memory is as simple as add-
ing more memory modules direct-
ly into the computer.

The concept is sheer simplicity,
but that’s where the simplicity
ends. Once you get your memory
modules, the question arises as to
which bank do you insert your
new modules into? Do they have
to be inserted in any special order?

What is a SIMM?

Before I get too involved in the
actual process of upgrading the
memory in your STe, let me ex-
plain what these memory modules
are. The memory modules used in
the STe are referred to as SIMM
units. SIMM stands for Single In-
line Memory Module.

A SIMM unit consists of a small
circuit board which measures
about 1 inch wide by 3-1/2 inches
long and houses eight memory
chips on the surface of the board.
These SIMM units plug right into
the STe’s motherboard thus requir-

36

ing no memory upgrade board. A
1 megabyte SIMM unit can be ob-
tained through mail order for less
than $60 and they should be pur-
chased in pairs.

The 1040STe comes with four
256K SIMMs which equals 1
megabyte of RAM. In order to up-
grade your memory, you would
have to purchase either two 1 meg
SIMMs to upgrade to 2 megs of
RAM or you would have to pur-
chase four 1 meg SIMMs to up-
grade to 4 megs of RAM.

Installing SIMM Units

Installing your SIMM units is a
fairly simple task. You will need a
Phillips screwdriver and flathead
pliers. You must first remove the
cover of your STe (Note: this pro-
cedure voids your warranty. You
should contact your dealer and in-
form him of your intentions).

Once this has been done, you
must remove the shielding which
covers the left side of the compu-
ter’s power supply. This shielding

consists of six screws across the
top and three screws on the rear.
There are also two metal tabs
which should be bent straight with
the flathead pliers so that you can
remove the shielding from the
case.

Once the shielding has been re-
moved, the SIMM unit housing
will be revealed to the right of the
power supply. There will be four
rows of SIMMs. With the keyboard
facing you, the SIMMS are num-
bered in reverse order (i.e., SIMMs
are numbered 4, 3, 2 and 1 starting
with the row closest to you).

You must first remove the four
SIMM units that are occupying the
housing. This is a simple proce-
dure. On the left and right side of
each SIMM, there are tabs that
must be pushed to the side. Then,
pull the top of the SIMM unit to-
wards you.

The final step requires you
simply to pull the SIMM unit out
of the housing. Repeat this proce-
dure for all four units.

U (-1 | W) |

X
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Variations

If you are expanding your memory to 2 megabytes
of RAM, you should place your 1 megabyte SIMM
units into slots 3 and 1 of the housing. This procedure
is quite simple as well. Insert the first SIMM unit into
slot 1 at a 45 degree angle. Be sure the SIMM unit is
sitting squarely in the slot.

All you have to do now is push the top of the
SIMM unit up so it sits perpendicular to the mother-
board. Be sure the tabs of the SIMM housing snap
securely around the SIMM unit. Repeat this procedure
for all of the SIMM units you install. If upgrading your
RAM to 4 megabytes, simply install all four 1 meg
SIMM units into the four existing slots.

Before closing up your computer shielding and
casing, you should boot your computer to make sure
everything is installed properly and the contacts are
making good connections. Be sure not to touch the
power supply while testing the SIMMs. You could
receive a nasty shock! If you have problems booting
your computer:

1. Make sure your SIMM units are placed in the
proper slots if you are upgrading to 2 megabytes (slots
3and 1).

2. Make sure your SIMM units are seated securely
into the SIMM housing.

3. Have your dealer check your SIMM units to find
if they are working properly.

Can | Have 2.5 Megs of RAM?

Many of you may be wondering if it is possible to
obtain 2.5 megabytes of RAM. The answer to this
question is yes. All you need to do is place your 1 meg
SIMM units into slots 3 and 1 and place your 256K
SIMM units into slots 4 and 2. This should give you 2.5
megs of RAM.

If you find that this procedure gives you 4 mega-
bytes of RAM when you do a memory test, the prob-
lem is with your MMU (memory management unit)
chip. Some of the MMU chips that came with the 1040
STe’s do not check to see what type of SIMMs are in
the slots. It detects that there is a 1 megabyte SIMM in
slot 1 and since all four slots are occupied, it presumes
there are four 1 megabyte SIMMS installed. This will
cause your computer to crash if you run a program
that tries to address the additional memory that isn’t
there.

If your computer does not recognize 2.5 megabytes
of RAM, all is not lost. There is a patch program avail-
able on the major online networks that, when put into
the AUTO folder of your boot drive, will reprogram
the MMU to recognize the proper amount of RAM.
The name of this program is SIMMFIX.ARC. Good
luck to all of you and if you have any problems, just
give your dealer a call!

[About the Author: Eric Schofield is president of the
Raleigh Area Computer Enthusiasts in North Carolina. ]
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Lomputsn Consullants

P.O Box 6672 Jacksonville, FI. 32205
HARD DISK SYSTEMS TO FIT EVERY BUDGET

Conventional Shoe Box
Model Description ~ Autopark  Price
SGN3038  31Mb28ms 3.5" Y 419.00
SGN4951 51Mb 28ms 3.5" Y 519.00
SGN6177  62Mb 24ms 3.5" Y 619.00
SGN1096  85Mb24ms 3.5" Y 649.00
SGN6277 120Mb 24ms 3.5" Y 889.00
SGN1296 168Mb 24ms 3.5" Y 1069.00
SGN4077 230Mb 24ms 3.5" Y 1669.00

SEAGATE, QUANTUM & CONNOR MECHANISMS
ICD ADSCSI PLUS II/A

SHIPPING & HANDLING INCLUDED IN COMPLETE UNIT PRICES!

—y po
- L

SYQUEST 44MB (#555) "ABCOFILE 44"

coMPLETE sysTEmonry $719.00

EXTRA CARTS: $79.50 - DRIVE MECH ONLY: $439.95

SUPER SYQUEST OFFER

Order Your ABCOFILE 44 NOW , Get a 2ND Unit @ $50.00 OFF

SYQUEST 44MB & HARD DRIVE COMBINATIONS
- Syquest 44 Model [555] and the following hard drives -
50mb SQG51 $ 939.00 30mb SQG38 $ 819.00
65mb SQG09 $ 969.00 85mb SQG96  $1059.00

LOWBOY - STANDARD - DUAL BLOWER CABINETS
CUSTOM CONFIGURATIONS AVAILABLE
Only a sampling of the systems available.
Prices reflect various cabinet/power supply confi gurations
(over sixty configurations are available)
NO REPACKS OR REFURBS USED!

Custom Walnut WOODEN Cabinets - TOWER - AT - XT Cabinets
SLM 804 Toner Cartridge Kits $42.95 Replacement Drums- CALL

ALL POWER SUPPLIES UL APPROVED- 12 mo. Guarantee
Quantity & User Group
Discounts Available! Dealers And Distributors Wanted
Personal And Company Checks Are Accepted.

ORDER YOUR NEW UNIT TODAY!
CALL: 1-800-562-4037 CALL: 1-904-783-3319
ORDERS ONLY Customer Service

10am - 6pm EST Tues. - Sat.
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Scott Sorg

Drakkhen is a fantasy role play-
ing game by Infogames. The genre
has seen some excellent games
(Dungeon Master, Phantasie,
Bloodwych), and here’s another
game destined for greatness.

The graphics are slick and fairly
smooth. The sun travels across the
sky every day, and the sky chan-
ges colors from the oranges of sun-
rise and sunset to the purples of
night. The scenario is original and
very good, and the interface is easy
to work with.

Background

The scenario of the game is that
the father, who created all, created
the drakkhen in his own image.
He also created the great dragons
to rule over the drakkhen. It was
the great dragons, who in their
desire to create, brought forth man
upon the earth. Many millennium
later, the last great dragon on earth
has been killed by a misguided
Paladin. This act fulfills a pro-
phecy that signals the end of man-
kind and the re-emergence of the
drakkhen. The death of the great
dragon brings the end to magic in
the world.

All the Kings of the world gath-
er to discuss the ramifications of a
world without magic. They dis-
covered, from the crew of a royal
flagship, that an island had come
into being; home of the drakkhen.

The island would soon grow to
encompass the entire world. They
also learned of the Ninth Tear, a
faction of the drakkhen sympathe-
tic to humans. A human priest
had stayed behind on the island
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DrakRkhen

with members of the Ninth Tear
faction.

Your King has chosen you and
three companions to go the island
of the drakkhen. You must find
the priest and solve the mystery of
the Ninth Tear. Do this and the
world will be saved, fail and die
with the knowledge you have al-
lowed the destruction of mankind.

Instruction Manual

The instruction manual is not
the worst one I've seen, but it’s
definitely not the best. The charac-
teristics (str, dex, etc) most impor-
tant for a particular class aren’t
well defined and the special abil-
ities of each class (fighter, scout,
priest, magician) aren’t even men-
tioned.

One very important thing was
also left out of the manual. The
manual doesn’t tell you how to
cast spells outside of a combat situ-
ation. The manual gives you
enough information to get started
in the game but that’s about it. It
doesn’t include any (none, zip,
nada) hints in terms of strategy.
The manual doesn’t even tell you
really where to start.

Game Play

You can play with preselected
characters, you can’t save the game
this way, but you can get the feel
of the controls and wander around
a bit to see what’s what. You start
the game without your armor and
weapons.

During the game there are basi-
cally two modes of operation,
group mode and character mode.
Group mode shows first person
view (like Dungeon Master). This
mode cannot be used indoors.
Character mode is a third person
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view, where you can see all of your
characters and command them in-
dividually. Outdoors you can tog-
gle between group and character
modes by hitting return. Encoun-
tering a creature will also automa-
tically take you from group to
character mode.

One of the interesting features
of the game is that the movement
is not the standard front, back,
turn left and turn right. The move-
ment is more like that in a flight
simulator. You can rotate left or
right 360 degrees, so you can lose
your sense of direction easily. You
can, however, regain your sense of
direction by waiting until sunrise
to find East. Around most castles
and buildings there are directional
arrows pointing each compass dir-
ection. Also at each crossroad there
is an arrow indicating North.

There are also roads from place
to place which (if mapped) allow
you to consistently find a particu-
lar place (castle, temple, weapon-
smith). But woe to you who wan-
der off the road with out having
mapped the roads in the general
area.

Getting to the temple to be
healed is something you’ll need to
be able to do consistently. After
some mapping has been done, you
can cut across country fairly easily
to shorten your travel time (lots of
big creepy crawlies at night) which
has advantages. Bottom line: if you
are going into a new area, map it
before you go wandering off into
the wilderness “cause it’s a big is-
land, and it doesn’t pay not to
know what road you’ve just come
across.

As you are traveling along in
group mode, you may find your-
self suddenly changing to charac
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ter mode. This means that a monster is on its way.
If your combat icon is on, your characters will
automatically attack. Not all monsters encountered
outside are aggressive, there’s an old man who ap-
pears in various locations to give you directions to a
nearby tavern, temple or weaponsmith.

Character mode is used in all combat situations
and inside castles and dungeons. The character mode
is very similar to graphic adventure games like King’s
Quest series but the graphics themselves are much bet-
ter. There are no real mazes, just directly connected
rooms. Mapping is still useful but not as mandatory
as outside.

Each castle is inhabited by one of the eight drak-
khen princes, and each castle has a mystery to be
solved. The castle in sight when the game starts is the
castle to start with. If you play it right you will receive
clues on where to visit next. One last note—don’t be
too kill happy. You may lose some information. On
the other hand, don’t be unprepared for trouble or
you'll be toast.

Bottom Line

TOAD Drives
TOAD 20 MB 40ms.......... $479
TOAD 30 MB 40ms..........$499
TOAD 50 MB 40ms... $575
TOAD 60 MB 24ms $659

TOAD 85 MB 24ms.
TOAD 85 MB 28ms...
TOAD 100 MB 25ms........ $889
For a 28ms version of a 40ms drive,
please add $20. For a 5.25" 360K PC
compatible flo, [fy, or a second ST
compatible 720K floppy add $99. Please
specify shoebox or under-the-monitor
style case - the price is identical.

ICD FAeST!
FAST 85 MB 24ms............ $709
FAST 85 MB 28ms............ $659
FAST 50 MB 40ms............ $559
FAST 30 MB 40ms............ $539
FAST 20 MB 40ms............ $519

FAST 100 MB 25ms......... $909
FAST 200 MB 25ms....... $1649
FAST TAPE BACKUP...$769
For a 28ms version of a 40ms drive,
please add $20. These drives use the
same mechanisms as our TOAD drives,
but come in a slightly smaller case.

Hard Driven Bargains!

Toadfile 44!

Toadfile 44........................ $799
Toadfile 44 Magnum (3 Carts Total)........$969
Toadfile 88X (Double)....$1429
Toadfile 94 (44+50)........ $1169
Toadfile 74 (44+30)........ $1099
Toadfile 129X (44+85)...$1249
Toadfile 1297 (44+80)...$1299
Extra Cartridges.............. $89
"I “LOVE™ the drive! All Spectre
development is now being done on
my Toadlfile 44!" - David Small
Our Toadfile 44 removable cartridge
hard drive has a 25ms access time, and
uses 44MB hard disk cartridges. It’s
great for Mac & IBM emulation, or for a
family, or just for unlimited storage!

Complete Two Year Warranty!
Tadpole Internals
Tadpole 21 MB 25ms............. $389
Tadpole 42 MB 25ms............$449
Tadpole 100 MB 25ms...

These drives fit inside the Mega ST series
computers and provide a low cost convenient
hard disk alternative. They use little power
so theyre easy on your Megas power supply.

Except for the oversights in the manual, this an ex-
cellent role playing game. The puzzles so far have
been challenging but not quite impossible. Clues tend
to be easy to find but hard to decipher. At first it’s
hard to keep your characters alive, but better weapons
and armor are easily found.

~ Orders: (800) 448-TOAD

' I I()AD Info: (301) 544-6943

(‘, BBS: (301) 544-6999
COMPUTERS FAX: (301) 544-1FAX

3 " Call about our full line of Atari ST
556 Baltimore Annamhs BlVd. h:rd:lv(::l)l'c(:lllldl;nflv:';;r(»! Prices
Severna Park, MD 21146

reflect a 4% discount for cash. MD
residents add 5% sales tax

BEST ELECTRONICS

New Product
Announcement

Mega Click "

For the Atari Mega 2 and Mega 4* Computers

Have you ever felt that something is missing from your Mega* computer? Those who have used
other brand computers for work or school agree something is missing! When asked, any touch typist
who owns a Mega computer will tell you right away! It’s the Click in the keyboard key they miss!

Best Electronics is happy to announce their new product for the Mega 2 and Mega 4 keyboards
called “Mega Click.” By the name you can tell what this product does. After searching the world for
half a year, we've found a replacement keyboard switch that gives the Mega owner that positive
tactile “click” response like most real-world keyboards! '

. Our test sampling of Mega owners, who have tried our test Mega keyboards with Mega Click
installed, all say the same thing, “I want the product now!”

The installation of Mega Click keyboard switches requires the ability to unsolder and solder-in
components in your Mega keyboard. We strongly recommend that installation be done by an Atari
computer service center!

Mega plick keyboard switches are packaged in a 30 Switch Starter Kit and a 10 Switch
Add-on Kit. Suggested retail for the 30 Kit is $64.95, and for the 10 Kit is $21.95

Mega Click Products became available December 26th. Place your order now!

BEST ELECTRONICS (408) 243-6950
2021 The Alameda Suite 290, San Jose, CA 95126

“Atari, Atari Mega 2 + Mega 4 are registered Trademarks of Atari Corp.
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Epson Action Printer

Gary Lentz (SWAG)

[ was the guy who was perfect-
ly happy with my NEC CP6 24-pin
color printer. After all, it does do
graphics in 360x360 mode. And
what did I need with a laser print-
er that would output 300x300 max?

I knew one thing for sure, if I
ever got a laser printer, it would
not be an Atari SLM. Why? Be-
cause if, after buying a laser print-
er, I found out that it was not the
answer and I wanted to sell it, I
didn’t want to limit the resale mar-
ket to Atari owners.

So one day this last fall, I re-
ceived a 10 percent discount certif-
icate from Wards and with my
plastic money and wife in tow, I
dropped in on my favorite Wards
store. Just to browse, if you know
what I mean. And there for all to
see in the computer department
was an Epson Action printer (ELP
6000). It was on sale for $949,
marked down from $1049.

And there I was, armed with
my 10 percent discount certificate
and a rather large credit line on the
Wards card. An understanding
and permissive wife helped too.
So I bought one and took it home.

Set-up was rather uncomplica-
ted. Pull it out of the box, remove
the shipping protection, drop in
the drum and toner cartridge, plug
it in and hook it up to the parallel
printer port on the ST. The Epson
will handle either parallel, RS-
232C or RS-422A serial input.

In a matter of moments my fa-
vorite word processor was booted
up, and I was checking the six resi-
dent fonts. Then I moved onto gra-
phics and DTP.
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FLP 6000

Oops, More Memory!

Right away, I found out 512K
didn’t quite cut it. OK. A phone
call to Epson about a 2 Meg up-
grade ($800 from them) where I
was advised to try a local dealer to
save money and was provided
with the names of three dealers in
the Portland, Oregon area.

A call to ComputerLand, a 10
day wait, $312;I've got 2.5 Meg on-
board in the printer; fired up Page-
Stream, used the HP Laser driver
in PageStream and in moments I
was printing full page graphics.

The RAM upgrade board...I al-
most forgot! Installation was a
snap and the board has empty
sockets for another 2 Meg if I want
to expand. All I will need to do is
buy the chips and plug them in.

Just in case I have problems
using the laser printer in the HP
mode with my other programs, I
ordered from another local store
the Epson FX emulator cartridge.
Five days and $129 and the emu-
lator has arrived and is installed.
Now I wonder why I took so long
to decide to buy a laser printer.
Haven't tossed out the trusty NEC
CP6 though—still need it to do
mailing labels.

It takes about 12 minutes in HP
mode to pump out the first page
and then copies follow at the rate
of one every 10 seconds after that.
In Epson FX mode printing text, it
takes about 10 seconds to print
the first page of text, whether or
not there is one word on the page
or the page is full of text. One of
these days I'll figure out how
many CPS that is.

One of the most rewarding
things I've done since acquiring
the laser printer was booting up
Image Cat and printing out all my
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clip art. Now I don’t have to guess
what the picture is before I load it.
All I need to do is take a look at the
very nice printed pages of clip art
to find what I want to use.

If you've been thinking about a
laser printer, take a look at this
one. Wards is still selling them
and I have seen them advertized in
Computer Shopper for as low as
$798. The printer comes with a full
year warranty on parts and labor
and for the first six months, if you
have a problem or it breaks down,
a repair person will come to your
location to do the repairs.

Toner cartridges are good for
1500 copies and cost $19.95 from
your local ComputerLand Store (a
lot less than suggested retail). The
drum is good for 10,000 pages and
replacement drums are also avail-
able at ComputerLand for around
50 percent off suggested retail.

I have been using laser printer
type paper, but have found that it
works just as well with copier pa-
per, 25 percent cotton bound and
several types of heavier weight pa-
per. It will handle standard letter
and legal size through the paper
tray. It also handles standard and
legal size envelopes by manual
feeding. You can manually feed
paper ranging in size from 3.2 x 5
to 8.5 x 14 inches. The printer will
also handle transparencies.

I understand this is the same
laser printer engine Atari is using
for their new model laser printer
(SLM 604). For slightly less than
the retail price of Atari’s new
model, you can purchase the Ep-
son Action Laser (ELP 6000) and
have 2.5 Meg onboard, the FX em-
ulator and have a laser printer that
is not limited for use with only the
Atari ST/Mega.
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The GEM Desktop just got better

“DC Desktop is a permanent part of my system.”

—Ron Luks, Founder of CompuServe's SIG ATARI

Desk File View Udptions

Enhance, don’t replace!

FLOPPY

<
CABINET

5 & ©

(Desk not included) I ‘ '
ONLY $39.95 each
$69.95 for both

%] GENIE.A
Total Files: 38 Bytes:1851188 Selected Files: 3 Bytes: 8647

504 15368 Crunch 46% 8398 85/85/98 18:25a 6744
10443 Crunch 46% 5702 85/18/90 10:01a 1583
520 48544 Crunch 47% 21795 85/26/98 B81:47p 1977
509 47164 Crunch 45% 26887 85/89/98 89:37a 9608
511 54181 Crunch 45% 308195 85/11/98 12:88a 7091
503.2 36426 Crunch 46% 19769 85/83/98 B88:15p 7162
l|mzEl|||qgp||||zn!nmIninn!n|llm||m1lzmlnlzzszanlnnnnaannnnn
a7 54484 Crunch 45% 38427 84/17/98 18:B1p 8136
426 43118 Crunch 45% 23858 84/26/98 18:33a 5777
4138 23644 Crunch 41% 14001 84/18/98 89:85a D2EC
36369 Crunch 45% 28363 84/18/98 B86:46p E73C
55554 Crunch 447 31147 04/19/98 09:28a 6BE4
25181 Crunch 45% 14825 85/01/98 89:42p 5075
42672 Crunch 45% 23784 85/62/98 18:22a C528
24321 Crunch 47% 13854 85/89/98 11:83p DB1L

t 2.0 by Pai) W. Les @ Dounle Click Soétware

DC Xtract 2.0 shown. Throw away your ARC shell!

PRINTER

* Place programs & folders right on the

desktop

« Display unique file, folder and drive icons

* Color icons

« Store frequently used files and programs in
our exclusive CABINET virtual disk drive

« Display NEOchrome, Degas, TINY,Spectrum,
ART director and Mac pictures from SHOW

« View files at the desktop with an enhanced
SHOW routine (with mouse control!)

* Replace the desktop with a pattern or picture

* Recover files from the trash

* Spool/queue printing from desktop or program

» Works in all resolutions, STE and TT too!

* Drop down menu commands via keystrokes

* Load different desktops with a keystroke

* Comes with a command line interface, bootup
selector, terminal, icon editor, more

* Special hooks let RAM resident programs
be called with one key from DC Desktop

» Completely modular and memory resident
— only use what you want!

programs
are fabulous!”
—David Plotkin, STart Contributing Editor

*« DC XTRACT 2.0 has it alll ADD or EXTRACT
ARC, LZH, ZIP or ZOO archives! Super-fast
100% assembly! Now everything in one place!

* DC SQUISH 1.4 now compresses better than
ARC and still reduces load time! Absolutely

100% compatible with everything!

» DC SEA 2.0 now creates self-extracting ARC,
LZH, ZIP or ZOO files. Also restore the files
from the program.

* New programs added.

* ALL existing programs have been upgraded!

ARC licensed under agreement from SEA Corp.

Double
Click
Software

Double Click Software P.O. Box 741206
Houston, Texas 77274

COD and credit card orders welcome. Mail orders add
$3 postage and handling (Foreign orders add $5).
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax.

Call about upgrades! Free updates!
Each order includes a surprise gift!

Phone orders: (713)977-6520
Support BBS: (713)944-0108



All files on this disk are self-ex-
tracting LZH archives created with
Double Click’s Self-Extracting
ARC program DC SEA! To use
these programs, simply double
click the files. Then, click on Ex-
tract and select the drive/folder to
which you want the extracted files
saved. Click on Verbose to get a
list of the files in each archive or
Exit to abort.

Here’s a short description of the
files on the March, 1991 disk. For
more complete docs, see the text
files contained in most of these ar-
chives.

ASTROCAL.APP—Generates a calen-
dar of astronomical info and info on
events such as eclipses and dates of
Easter.

CHIPS.APP—US Gold demo of Chip's
Challenge, the hit arcade game on the
Atari Lynx. This demo lets you play Level
9, no sound. Color ONLY.

CROSSWRD.APP—Chuck’s Crossword
Puzzle Program, from Chuck Cartia of
the Westmoreland Atari Computer En-
thusiasts. Allows you to easily duplicate
puzzle grids from you newspape, then
work the puzzle on the screen rather
than on paper. Several editing features
include some for working diagramless
puzzles.

DCMAXTRK.APP—Freeware from
Double Click Software. DC Max Track
determines the maximum number of
tracks your floppy drive can format.
ST/STe/TT compatible.

DCMSHIFT.APP—DC Mouse Shift emu-
lates any of the modifier keys (Shifts,
Control and/or Alternate) by pressing the
right mouse button. Now, you can select
multiple files at the desktop by keeping
the right mouse button pressed while
selecting (Shift emulation). Or, on ma-
chines with TOS 1.4 and up you can use
the right button to move files (Control
emulation). ST,STe and TT compatible.
100% assembly. Takes up only 632
bytes of memory. Another freeware pro-
gram from Double Click Software.
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DCMSTICK.APP—Use a joystick as a
mouse! Built in accelerator features let
you speed up/slow down vertical and
horizontal movement independently. An-
other great freeware program from
Double Click Software.

DCONVERT.APP—Convert self-ex-
tracting DC SEA files back to their ori-
ginal .ARC or .LZH form.

DFREE21.APP—Desk accessory that
tells you how much free RAM you have
and how much free space is on any valid
drive on your system. C source code in-
cluded!

FLU.APP—A demonstration of the symp-
toms of several ST viruses. Updated to
display several new strains. If you see
any of these events occur on your sys-
tem, suspect a virus attack.

JEOPARDY.APP—Version 2 of Jeopar-
dy, based on the popular TV game show.
Medium resolution color ONLY.

OMNIBUS2.APP—A very nice terminal
program from Germany. Has all the fea-
tures you'd expect in a commercial pack-
age. GFA Basic source code included.
Docs and program translated into Eng-
lish!

ON_SCHED.APP—Shift and scheduling
calendar. Create employee shifts, print
calendars and shifts, calculate hours
worked and more. If you've been shifting
your employees using pencil and paper
then this program is just what you need!
Mono ONLY.

PFXPAK2.APP—PFXPAK uses LZH
compression to pack executable files,
then adds a piece of self extracting code
to the beginning. You save disk space by
compressing files, but they still run nor-
mally from the desktop. A HotWire
*block” is included, which makes a nice
shell. If you don't have HotWire, a nice
GEM shell is also included.

SCRNSAVR.APP—Non-resident pro-
gram—you run it when you need it! For
both MONO and COLOR; does not mess
with your palette settings.

TAX90LDW.APP—Two spreadsheet
templates for LDW Power to be used in
preparing 1990 Federal Tax Form 1040
plus Schedules A & B. One template
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resembles 1040 & Schedules with for-
mulas to compute totals and tax com-
putation, including exemptions. The 2nd
template aids in assembling raw data on
income, interest, dividends, withholdings
and various categories of deductions.
Requires LDW Power.

TLBB15.APP—The Little Black Book 1.5
allows you to store BBS names, phone
numbers, sysop names, system pass-
words and your passwords for all BBS
systems you call. New Dial command.
Works on color and mono systems. This
accessory prevents you from forgetting
or losing your passwords.

TURTLE.APP—Update to George
Woodside's Turtle hard drive backup pro-
gram. Includes support for the TOS 1.4
method of using the archive bit, while
maintaining support for earlier versions.
Improved RAMdisk management and
now displays setting of most options on
the desktop.

UNIVPIC.APP—The Universal Pictures
Demo from Finland. A nice demo show-
ing spaceships flying around in space.
Works on ST/STe/TT. Color only. NOTE:
May have problems with some AUTO
programs/ACCs.

VKILLER.APP—Updated version of the
ST Virus Killer utility by George Wood-
side. Recognizes several new viruses
and adds a number of new features.

WEBSPEED.APP—Combination *bounc-
ing line" demo and qualitative
line-drawing speed test. Can your hard-
ware/software accelerator live up to this
frivolous test? Entertaining, too! Works
as a program or accessory on color and
mono.

WHOSANE.APP—Try to bomb Saddam
on the head. He's a fast little devil, so
move quickly. Best in color but will run in
mono.

Readers can purchase this disk
from their local AIM Participating
user group or by sending $6 ($5 +
$1 S/H) to Unicorn Publications,
3487 Braeburn Circle, Ann Arbor,
MI 48108. Please specify the March
’91 disk when ordering.
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Five Good Reasons to Attend
the Windsor/Detroit
International AtariFest

It's Unprecedented: This is the first ever US/Canadian
International AtariFest. Representatives of both Atari US and
Atari Canada will be onhand to show off their products and
answer your questions.

It's BIG: The 11,000+ sq. ft. exhibition area will be filled with
vendors, dealers and user groups from across the US and

Canada.
It’s Fun: Meet other users with similar interests and attend WINDSOR/WASHTENAW ATARI USERS'
informal show get-togethers. If you've never been to an Atari GROUPS

computer show, you owe it to yourself (and your computer) to
attend this one.

It's Educational: Seminars on topics such as Hard Drives, Speeding up Your ST, Online Services, BBS

Systems, Desktop Publishing, Emulation and more give you in-depth, practical information to help you
get more out of your Atari. In other words, the show is not only fun, it's good for you!

It's THE Midwest AtariFest for 1991/

Exhibitors Include:

Atari US DA Brumleve Nice & Software

Atari Canada Double Click Software Phil Comeau Software

Branch Always Software ISD Marketing Unicorn Publications

Canoe Computer Micro Creations What's This?

Clear Thinking Musicode Software

Where: St. Clair College of Arts and

Technology, Windsor, Ontario,

%;% Canada

When: Saturday, May 4 from 10 AM to 6 PM

I-94 . .
1-9 /i}{ Sunday, May 5 from 10 AM to 5 PM
1-75 (Fisher Freeway) 0

Y/ Admission: $4-Canadian per day at the door.
=

mass,uor -Brldge Children under 12 admitted free with paying
: AL "“Ei’é:r adult. Advance tickets available for $3 Canadian ,

Sandwich each from Windsor/Detroit AtariFest, 3487
Hyandotte // // ’ “é:fEZN Braeburn, Ann Arbor, Ml 48108. Make check
Temseh L'Iluelletteo// ][e valker payable in Canadian funds or US equivalent
EiB. Rl i exchange rate.

J/ //° Dougall f/ Hindsor
B Mu‘t Call (313) 973-8825 for info on discount airfares

\\ &ﬂ to Detroit via Northwest Airlines, discount

"'Erh'.’,':t; W"T\ mgnuau 461 car/truck rentals from Budget Rental and special
Highway 3 show rates for hotels.




SOFTWARE
PIRACY
hurts
BIG companies.

But it KILLS
small companies.

Have you ever heard this rationalization for stealing? “Big software companies
aren’t hurt by one or two pirate copies of their programs.”

Well, the truth is that many of the best Atari software houses are NOT big
companies —— they’re small businesses with few employees. Many of the best
programmers and developers are Atari enthusiasts like you. And the loss of
just a few sales due to software theft can help drive them out of this
comparatively small market.

The next time you’re tempted to give or receive a copy of a commercial
program, consider how piracy affects Atari software developers and the future
of Atari computers.

TH E Independent

Association of

IAAD Atari Developers




!E AMAUA ATARI 8-BIT USER GROUP

Alamo Area Atari User Association (AAAUA),P.O. Box 79-1426,
San Antonio, TX 78279-1426

The AAAUA is an Atari 8-bit user group serving the greater San
Antonio area. General meetings are held on the first Tuesday of
each month at the Balcones Heights Community Center, 107
Glenarm, San Antonio, Texas, from 6:30 to 9:30 PM. General meet-
ings feature a presentation and small group problem solving. Each
third meeting we have a swap meet and computer workshop.

Members receive a subscription to AIM as part of their benefits.
Dues for regular family membership are $24 per year or $15 for six
months. Dues for "Subscribing” membership has been increased to
$15 per year domestic and $18 per year for most foreign countries
due to increased costs. Subscribing members receive a subscription
to AIM and (FR)ANTIC, and have access to our P.D. Library. For fur-
ther information, call Al at (512) 492-6633.

President Alvan Sherrill
Vice-President Billy Washburn
Secretary Sheila Kepner
Treasurer Joe Barth
Public Relations Officer Bruce Davisson
Librarian Russell Gibson

Newletter Editor Manuel Garcia

Presidential Ponderings by Alvan Sherrill

It is interesting to hear people (still) arguing about how much
better their computer is than someone else’s because it is so much
faster or that it has so much more memory. There is no doubt that a
faster machine will do things faster, other things being equal. And
there is no doubt that a machine with more memory can hold more
information than one with less memory. Did I really have to make
that observation? Perhaps so.

There are two things about our CLASSIC 8-bit computers that
we need to remember. First, it is a CLASSIC. We own it because
we enjoy working with it. We are not caught up in the rat race to
see who can have the lastest, the fastest and the most ram. That, my
friends, is a neverending pursuit. There will always be something
newer out that will outshine our computer in some respect. Do we
have to keep up with the Jones’? Shouldn’t we take pride in being
able to do everything we want to do with our ten year old technol-
ogy? Shouldn’t we take the same pride getting high productivity
from our 8-bit computer as the owner of an antique automobile
takes in his immaculate vehicle?

We don’t own our 8-bit because it is the latest; we own it be-
cause it is a fine piece of engineering which represents a major
milestone in computer development. If we need more performance
than our CLASSIC can deliver, we’ll purchase a machine that will
meet our needs. But sell our 8-bit? Never.

The second thing that is seldom considered by the user who is
forever chasing the latest tecnology is that the Atari 8-bit will do
everything that 90% of the users will ever need a computer to do.
The rest is pure status symbol. Who needs more than a good word
processor, a data base and possibly a spreadsheet. If you like, there
are music and art programs and a myriad of others out there, too. If
you are into games, there are more games than you could possibly
master if you spent all of your spare time playing them. If the same
printers are used, who can tell whether a letter was printed with an
Atari 800XL or an MSDOS 386?

If you need a computer with more speed or storage capacity, by
all means get it. And if you fail to see the beauty or usefulness of a
fine CLASSIC computer, sell it or give it to someone who does. I
own a more powerful computer, but I can’t imagine not having my
modest collection of Atari 8-bit CLASSICS.

If you agree with me, help spread the word! Think Atari. Think
Versatility. Think Fun.

A March 1991
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If we don’t already print your club’s la-
bels (i.e, your club signed up for a year) then
this note is for you! It would help us greatly
if we could change the way we handle the
mailings.

From now on, we would like your mem-
bership info sent to us in ASCII format so we
can lump all lists together and just print one
set of mailing labels. This will save a little
on your mailing costs, and you don’t have to
wear out your printer as much!

Right now, we’re spending a lot of hours
cutting each label up and sorting into zip
code order, when it really makes more sense
to make the computer do it! If an ASCII list
isn’t possible, please talk to us to make ar-
rangements for your club. Thanks!

the
fitari Clubs of Denver
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Atari Computer Club of Toledo club members receive, as part of
their dues, Atari Interface magazine and access to the 8bit and ST
public domain software libraries. Disks are $2/8bit and $4/ST.
Non-members may purchase disks at a slightly higher cost.

ACCT meets on the second Monday of the month, from 7-9 pm
at Bassett's Health Foods, 3301 W. Central Ave (Westgate
Shopping Center), Toledo, OH. ST Sig held monthly at the home of
David and Brenda Micka. Dates and times announced at meeting.
ACCT may be contacted at 4487 289th, Toledo, OH 42611 or by
calling Dave Micka at (419) 729-1891 or Michael Justice at (419)
242-7797.

President David Micka (419) 729-1891
Michael Justice (419) 242-7797

Secretary Sharon Hill

Treasurer Rose Taylor

ST Librarian Brenda Micka

Disk Drive-Thru BBS (419) 885-3441



ACCEPT
AR ConMpuier Club
of El Paso, Texas

ACCEPT (Atari Computer Club of El Paso Texas) ACCEPT is the
only Atari club in the entire El Paso southwest. Membership to AC-
CEPT is $20 a year. A membership in ACCEPT will get you the mag-
azine your holding for an entire year, discounts at Jenkins’ Com-
puters and on various ST publications. Technical help, and access to
one of the largest PD libraries in the US are also thrown in for good
measure. Special access to the STE-EP BBS, an ACCEPT members
BBS is also a privilege of membership. Make checks payable to: AC-
CEPT 10953 Yogi Berra El Paso, Texas 79934

BBS support for ACCEPT: STEP El Paso: 915-755-STEP
STE-EP BBS El Paso: 915-821-9220

ACCEPT executive committee Steve Bruck, Tim Holt, L.R.'Pete’
Rosh, Dave Davis

s o

The Atari Computer Owners of Rochester, NY (ACORN) meets
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Brighton High School,
based in room 262S. Before each meeting, a STarter class for the
ST meets at 6:45 pm and a Basically Speaking class for the 8-bit
starts at 7:00 pm.

ACORN operates a BBS at (716)436-3078 with 52 megs of
public domain downloads for the 8-bit and ST systems. Our mailing
address is POB 23676, Rochester, NY 14692. Dues are $18 per
year which includes access to the club’s PD libraries, enhanced
access to our BBS, and subscriptions to our newsletter, the ACORN
Kernel and to Atari Interface Magazine.

President Don Allis (716) 293-3415
Executive VP Albert Yarusso (716) 244-4487
8-BIT VP Nick Cup (716) 266-1648
ST co-VP Dick Orme (716) 334-4093
ST co-VP Robert Costello (716) 244-4487
Secretary Chris Freemesser (716) 328-1703
Treasurer Vinnie Indovina (716) 594-9731

Basic. Speak. Class Jeff Summers (716) 342-7632
STarter ST Class  Stu Woodard (716) 352-4937
Kernel Editors Candi & Bruce Nelson (716) 334-5513

8-Bit Librarian Nick Cup (716) 266-1468
ST Librarian Joe DePierro (716) 223-7838
Ex. Newsletters Helen Kiker (716) 924-4809

January Meeting—Our January meeting was our annual Disk
Swap. Each disk in both our ST and 8-bit libraries was on sale for
$1 each. Overall, turnout was good.

Our BBS has changed! We have dropped FoReM, and now use
the STark BBS software. The name has also changed to "The
Dimension’s End BBS". Give us a call today, 716-436-3078, 300/
1200/2400 baud, 53MB online.
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Atar Computer Owners Resource Network
ForT WAYNE, INDIANA

ACORN, the Fort Wayne area Atari users group, meets at the
Georgetown branch of the Allen County Public Library on the first
Saturday of each month beginning on at 10 AM. Annual membership
dues are $18. Call our BBS at (219) 744-1396 for more information
or write to us at ACORN c/o Ken Helms, 3627 lowa Court, Fort
Wayne, IN 46815.

CALENDAR: Tentative schedule for the demonstrations at the
monthly meetings are: February, Computer Utilities; March, Business
Software; April, Programming Languages; May, Music; June, Tele-
communications; July, Three Rivers Festival

S
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Notes from the January meeting: Our first meeting of the year
is traditionally a GameFest and this year was no different. About 30
ACORN members braved the snow to come and have some fun.
Karl Fadus brought his XEGS and gave those interested a chance to
use the light gun with several programs. Several STs were set up
and running multiplayer games including MIDI Maze and Falcon.
Four members played Risk until the program crashed. Except for a
couple of serious bugs, it seems to be a good adaptation of the
board game. We also got to see Powermonger, a new game from
the folks that published Populous.

There was no business meeting conducted at the January meet-
ing.

Notes from the Officer’s meeting: The officer’s are preparing a
formal agreement with the local IEEE chapter. It is hoped to be
mutually beneficial with them gaining a BBS node and an es-
tablished forum for holding meetings. We will benefit financially
with their support of an expanded BBS. If you use our BBS then
you will know that we have been having hard disk problems. Kim
has not decided what actions need to be taken at this point. Mark
your calendar, July 13 will be the first day of the Three Rivers Fes-
tival and we will be back for the fourth time with The Magic of
MIDI Music and Much More!

Plans for future meetings: Business software and programming
languages are planned topics for the March and April meetings. We
have the Georgetown branch library meeting room reserved for our
usual times (10 AM to 2 PM) for March 2, April 6, and May 4.

I, 2L N

Regular meetings are held at the VAFB Federal Credit Union,
Vandenberg Village, Califorina on the first Monday of every month at
7:00 P.M. Dues are $10 for individual or $15 for family membership.
The Atari Federation maintains a PD software library for both 8-bit
and ST computers.

President Phil Rominger
Vice President Bob Ribortone
Secretary Matt Matias
Treasurer Herb Kanner
Newsletter Editor Jerry Sullivan
8-Bit Librarian Chester Hadley

16-Bit Librarian Charlene Rominger
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President
Vice President Todd Price

Librarian Dennis Evans
Treasurer Alan Brewster

James Gilreath (205) 854-1075
(205) 787-8208
(205) 923-8756
(205) 591-9906

Club dues are $15 for regular and $25 for advanced. Advanced
includes an AIM monthly disk, specify ST or 8bit. BACE meets the
second Monday of every month at 7pm in the Vestavia Hills Public
Library, downstairs.

For membership info, call Alan Brewster, or the Matrix BBS Con-
ference #7 (205) 323-2016, or 251-2344, and leave a message.

BRAGST

Buffalo Region Atari Group for ST’s

BRAG ST was founded in 1987 to serve Atari ST owners in the
Western New York area. General Membership Meetings are held on
the third Thursday of the month at Erie Community College North
Campus, Room S-105 in the Student Center. Setup begins at 7:00
PM; Meeting starts 7:30 PM. The Board of Directors meet on the the
first Tuesday of the month at the Your Host Restaurant, Harlem at
Sheridan at 7:30 PM. All are welcome to attend. Piracy will not be
tolerated at any BRAG ST function.

BRAG ST, PO Box 1035, Buffalo, New York, 14225

Chairman Mark Pierro (716) 691-7844
Vice Chairman Ken Malark (716) 683-1272
Finances Gerry Genson (716) 877-1328
Records Joe Rogozinski (716) 877-8378
Disk Librarian Carl Barron (716) 885-4325
Public Relations Harvel Hontz (716) 689-8074
Graphics Dick Kersting (716) 839-0494

Minutes From the December 22, 1990 General Meeting

The meeting was opened by Chairman Mark Pierro at 7:30pm.
In the spirit of the holidays there was soft drinks and egg nog pur-
chased by the club, and cookies, fruit cake and other goodies
brought in by the members for all in attendance.

The club’s newly purchased TV/monitor was on display and
being use for the first time, nice to finally be able to see what was
going on without ’being in the front row’. The AIM DOM listing
was passed around for review for January’s AIM DOM.

The first demo Word Up 3.0 was very well presented by Gerry
Genson, who said he had all the bug fix patches if anyone was in-
terested in getting the program.

At this point was our break/raffle. The raffle
basket won by Dave Ryznar. The January AIM DO
and club library disks were on sale.

The next demo was of Gerry Genson’s Super Charger the plug
in, no soldering, no take apart, no put together IBM emulator. A
number of different programs were run to show how it handled
graphics, data bases, games, etc. Also shown was how it could be
used a 1 meg ram disk for you ST (freeing up lots of memory).

The meeting closed at 9:15 pm.

At the January Board of Directors meeting the following of-
ficers were relected as follows:

Mark Pierro - Chairman, Ken Malark - Vice-Chairman, Gerry
Genson - Treasure, Joe Rogozinski - Secretary.

ize was a fruit
, Hac-Man II
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Bluegrass Regim Rtari Computer Eathusiasts

B.R.A.C.E. (Bluegrass Region Atari Computer Enthusiasts)
meets the third Sunday of each month from 1 - 4 PM. Current mem-
bership dues are $15 per year for an individual membership, $20 per
year for a family membership and $10 per year for an associate
membership. (An associate membership includes receiving the
monthly newsletter, but excludes the use of the library.) Members of
have extra privileges on The Abyss BBS (606) 223-2782.

President Hal Nason (606) 269-8989
Vice President Greg Parsons
Sec./Librarian  Chris Dotson
BBS Sysop Rick Bradfield

CDAICE

Capifal District ATARI Computer Enthusiasts

The Capital District Atari Computer Enthusiasts was founded in
1981, is located in Albany, N.Y. and serves Albany, Schenectady,
Rensselaer. Saratoga and surrounding counties in upstate New York.
XL/XE meetings are currently held on the third Wednesday of the
month and ST meetings on the last Wednesday of the month.
CDACE meetings are held at the Computer Cellar, located in West-
gate Plaza, Albany, New York.

The club has extensive public domain libraries for both com-
puters which are available to members beginning at 6:30 PM on
meeting nights. ST-based disks are priced at $2 while the XE-based
library continues to remain free to all members.

Dues are currently $20 per year for each family. This includes a
subscription to AIM magazine, full access to the club BBS, and our
monthly newsletter. The club actively promotes the use of all Atari
computers through demonstration and application and welcomes
non-members and share ideas.

President Bob Thompson 518-439-5356
ST VPresident  Jim Bage 518-583-2106
XE VPresident  lan Herrick 518-465-8121
Secretary Bill Crowley 518-371-0416
Treasurer Joe Bogaard 518-785-4071
BBS Sysop Ed Lafortune 518-235-7044

Champaign-Urbana
ST Users Group

AR s

The Champaign-Urbana ST Users Group (CUSTUG) meets at
7pm on the second Wednesday of each month in the Auditorium of
the Urbana Free Library at the corner of ElIm and Race in Urbana, IL.
Membership dues include a subscription to AIM and GLITCH and
use of the commercial lending library. New members are welcome.
The group supports a local BBS, Blackhawk’s Keep, operating 24
hours a day at 3/12/2400 baud (1/8/N): 217-892-5512.

Henry Murphy President

Jimmie Myers Vice President

Lee Johnson Secretary/Treasurer
Tim Brumleve Librarian

CUSTUG PO BOX 3442 Champaign, IL 61826-3442
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I Cookeville, Tennessee I

Cookeville Atari Computer Enthusiasts—c/o Robert Pecora—280
Capshaw Drive—Cookeville, TN 38501—Cookeville A.C.E. meets
on the first Saturday of the month at 1:00 p.m. at the Putnam County
Library in Cookeville, Tennessee.—Cookeville A.C.E. caters to Atari
ST and 8-bit computers and is supported locally by The Generic
BBS, Terry Rapp - Sysop.—C.A.C.E.

President Dan Hale (615) 526-8002
Secretary Robert Pecora  (615) 528-7116
January Club Report:

Everyone has confirmed receiving their first issue of Atari In-
terface Magazine this month and everyone was very pleased with
the magazine’s quality, especially when regarding the price. Other
club benefits are being considered for the future to make belonging
to CACE more and more attractive.

At the last meeting on January 5th, 1991, we discussed plans
for an upcoming computer show at the Cookeville Mall like the
ones we’ve had there previously. Tentative plans have been set for
after Easter around the first part of April. Also discussed were fu-
ture computer classes for our members after our regular meetings.
Our first class was held after this meeting and covered an "Intro-
duction to the Atari ST and the GEM Desktop". New members
found it informative. A new edition of the club software library
was circulated and the listing was made available on The Generic
BBS for download at 432-5015. See CACE_LIB.ARC in the Atari
ST files area. Elections were put off until next month. The specs
for the new Atari MEGA STe were displayed and talked about.

Class for next meeting will be on "Telecommunications with
the Atari ST" and will show how to get on-line and what "modem-
ing" has to offer. Local "sysop" of The Generic BBS, Terry Rapp,
will be solicited to speak about his bulletin board system and the
features he makes available to the computer community.

For those of you that haven’t paid your $10 yearly dues, please
make an effort to get them in as soon as possible. Dues are due to
be paid by December for everyone. This will make it easier to keep
up with. If a member joins after that, he will pay only for the por-
tion of the year that remains. Several member’s dues were paid by
the club in November. If you have received Atari Interface Maga-
zine in the mail and you haven’t paid, then you need to get your
$10in.

That’s about it for this month. Hope that you all have a very
successful new year and may 1991 be indeed, "The Year of Atari"!

W (“ Dedicated to Central Oregon Atari Users and Enthusiasts Since 1986 [

President Bob Stiles (503)389-5206
STVP Jim Downes (503)382-0123
8-Bit VP Mark Hitson (503)648-0513
Secretary Marly Rickard (503)389-2032
Treasurer Glenn Dulin (503)382-3956

Address: P.O. BOX 6824, BEND, OR 97708

Our membership dues are $12/Yr. $1/Yr for each additional fam-
ily member. We meet the FIRST SATURDAY of the month at 5:00
PM at the Ann Rita Conference Center, which lies just in front of the
St. Charles Hospital on Neff Rd.

As you may have noticed above that there has been a changing
of the guard. Congratulations to all upon your prestigious rise to
power and fame as exalted leaders of the Central Oregon Atari Club.
| trust your move into your new executive offices high atop the COAC
Towers will be a smooth and pleasant one. Of course you get the
high salary and bonus’s along with our liberal medical benefits and
pension plan. Yet, none of these benefits shall overshadow the
fulfilment and gratification one gets from lording it over the rest
beneath your lofty feet.

Our X-president Norman Moore actually got tired of lording and
so declined the nomination. Bob Stiles is now our new president. He
wasn't really aware of what he accepted...he thought he was
accepting to be first in line at the cookie and refreshment table. You
need to pay close attention at our meetings. Or else!

Bob Kanski was overthrown in favor of Jim Downes due to Bob's
militant behavior, it seems he wanted to takeover all the neighboring
Atari Clubs. The membership found this unacceptable since the
nearest club is 150 miles away. He kept muttering something about
ballistic misseles!??

Nancy Kanski declined the nomination for Secretary. Being a
female she thought that having to share the Executive Washroom
with all the men was too much, she even wanted her own! How
selfish! | know the men, being the magnanimous and gracious
fellows that we are, didn't mind sharing!

Marly Rickard has now replaced Nancy as Secretary. In Marly’s
two hour campaign speech he promised everything under the sun.
Mostly, he promised to make a nuisance of himself..it seems most
people liked that part. Who am | to question the wisdom of the
majority.

|, myself, managed to keep the Treasurers position...do you
realize how much it costs to bribe people these days?

We thank each of the out-going officers for their fine work and
caring efforts. It was sincerely appreciated.

We changed our meeting time to the FIRST SATURDAY of the
month. Till next time, Glenn.

CRAG

CRAG Calumet Region Atari Group PO Box 10995 Merrillville, IN
46411-0995 CRAG, is a club for users of the Atari ST, STE and
MEGA ST computers. CRAG meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of every month at Broadway Music, which is located in
Greentree Plaza, at 1509 West 81st. Ave(U.S. 30), Merrillville, In-
diana. Meetings begin at 7pm.

Membership in CRAG is open to anyone. Dues are $15.00 a
year and entitle you to a subscription to Atari Interface Magazine, as
well as discounted prices on CRAG's Public Domain/ShareWare
Library disks. Library disks are double sided. Cost per disk is $2.50
for members $4 for non-members. For more information call:

Jeff Coe (219) 663-5117 Randy Noak (219) 663-6912

Lastside

The Eastside Atari User Group, (EAUG), meets on the first Mon-
day of every month, 7PM, at the Alton Square Mall Community
Room, in Alton Il. All meetings are open to the public. No club dues.
PD library, club newsletter EAUG-Log, newsletter membership $18
per year. Member of the Midwest Atari Regional Council, MARC.

Club BBS's: Eastside BBS 618-254-6077 and Garage BBS
618-344-8466. EAUG's address is 2425 Crislisa Dr, Alton, Il. Call
618-465-0342 for EAUG information.

atari
Hsers
Group

Hank Vize President/Editor
Dave Pintar Vice-President
Kelly Webb Secretary

Larry Hutchison Treasurer
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First Atari Computer Club of Spokane

We currently own and maintain a 24-hour Bulletin Board
System (BBS), open to everyone with a 300, 1200, or 2400 baud
modem, called the Atari Zone 509-326- 5741.

Since we currently have renewal dates scattered throughout the
year, please check your card for your current expiration date. Re-
member, once your membership expires we are no longer able to
send your AIM Newsletter or allow you to remain at the F.A.C.C.S.
level on the Atari Zone. To prevent interruption in your F.A.C.C.S.
services please renew by the expiration date on your card.

F.L.A.G. s
| =

President Jeff Yoe (913) 682-2883
Vice President  Jeff Barker 682-9253
Treasurer Jim Muri 651-0600
BBS Sysop Dave Hagan 682-2452
Librarian J.D. Johnston 682-2883

FRACUS (Fresno Regional Atari Computer User Support)

President Tom Hancock (209) 885-2817
Vice President  Phil Kasson (209) 221-1623
Treasurer Greg Jennes (209) 348-0759
Secretary Dianna Sikes (209) 251-3252
FRACUS BBS (209) 251-5338
SysOp Mike Pound

The FRACUS user group meets the last Saturday each month,
at 6PM, at the Four Seasons Moble Home Park Rec. room in Fres-
no, CA. We have a large public domain library with over 400 pro-
grams. The club also has a 24hour BBS. All 8bit Atari users are
welcome to our meetings and to use our BBS (members have an ad-
ditional sig on the BBS). Dues are currently $20 annually or $5 quar-
terly which includes a subscription to AIM and issues of our periodi-
cally published newsletter. We currently have 16 active members
and are continuously growing.

The GTAUG has been "around’ since 1981 and supports both the
8-bit and 16-bit communities. Meetings are held the first Tuesday of
each month at a location announced in the previous meeting.

At present our dues are $24 per year (Our year begins in Sep-
tember.) and is pro-rated at $2 per month for new members the first
year. Since our nearest dealer is 90+ miles away, it is imperative that
we support each other. It is for this very reason our group is a fairly
close and diverse. We support all facets of Atari computing from 8-bit
to Spectre/Mac to IBM and MIDI.

SUPPORTERS

GRASS meets the first Wednesday of every month at the
Wyoming Public Library, 3350 Michael S.W.. Doors open at 6:30,
meeting starts at 7:00pm. Dues are $22.00/yr. including AIM. Bring
in one PD software disk and get 2 blank disks for your time.

Tim Feenstra President (616)249-9742

2239 Collingwood SW., Wyoming, Ml 49509

Greg Williams Vice President (616)698-7319
George Nosky Treasurer (616)942-1527
Len Brothers Secretary (616)532-0653
Chuck Baughman Librarian (616)795-7373
Gerry Borysiak  Membership (616)896-9358
Charlene Bird Co-Librarian (616)795-3593
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The Houston Atari Computer Enthusiasts meet on the fourth
Wednesday of the month, 6:45pm at the Health Economics Corpora-
tion, 2400 West Loop South, in Houston, Texas. The club supports
all Atari computers from the 400 to the Mega4.

Membership is $22 per year, and gives full access to our BBS
(713) 458-9923, access to our disk, magazine and newsletter li-
braries, a subscription to AIM, and our local news journal UPDATE
ATARI. There are also other benefits, such as store discounts, door
prizes, workshops, telephone help when you have problems, and
much more! For more information, please contact one of our officers
or drop us a line!

HACE, P.O.Box 460212, Houston, TX 77056

President: Bill Kithas 713-855-0815
Vice President: John Hauser 713-458-0595
Secretary: Bob Leeper 713-665-3229
Treasurer: Jim Salmon 713-879-8119
Newsletter Editor: Tracy Webber 713-981-5343

Jersey Atari Computer Society, P.O. Box 710, Clementon, NJ
08021 BBS: (609) 346-1224. The Jersey Atari Computer Society is
the oldest and most experienced user group in the South Jersey/Del-
aware/Philadelphia area, having been formed in 1983.

The regular JACS meeting is usually held on the third Tuesday of
each month, at the Camden County Library from 7 to 9 PM. The reg-
ular monthly meeting includes topics of interest for users of all Atari
8-bit & 16/32-bit computers. Yearly membership dues (August, 1990 -
July, 1991) are $24. As a JACS member, you'll receive a subscription
to Between Bytes and AIM, and full access to our 24-hour bulletin
board. Copies of the Z*Net newsletter are available for all members
at our regular monthly meetings.

JACS public domain disk libraries (for all Atari computers) cur-
rently includes over 200 disks, available for $3 (members) or $4 (non-
members). JACS ST library now includes the AIM DOM. Send a
stamped, self-addressed business size envelope to receive a copy of
our current disk catalog - please specify 8-bit or ST!

Pres & BBS Sysop Mike Hopkins 783-1423
ST Vice P& Member. Al Guretse 596-7567
8-Bit Vice President Robert Ely 989-8767
Treas& ST Librarian Forrest Blood 764-0857
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Layton ACE
of

The Layton Atari Computer Enthusiasts (L.A.C.E.) membership
cost $20 per year. Privileges include the AIM Monthly Magazine,
access to the 8-Bit and ST club libraries, monthly meetings, help and
friendship. If you are presently not a LACE Club member and wish
to join contact the one of following persons or write to LACE, c/o
Irwin Brooks, 3897 So. 2275 W., Roy, UT 84067-3515.

Mike Mormando  President (801)731-1516
Doug Hansen Vice President (801)393-6849
Ken Karchner Secretary/Treasurer (801)776-8015
Richard Clark 8-Bit Librarian (801)392-4450
Kelly Knecht ST Librarian (801)773-5652
Irwin Brooks Publications Coor (801)731-1516

The LACE Club Meets in the basement of the Clearfield Library
every second Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. Mark your calen-
dars for the next three meetings. March 13, April 10, May 8, 1991
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The Michigan Atari Computer Enthusiasts

Members of MACE receive, as part of their dues, Atari Interface
Magazine. Members are also entitled to purchase disks from the
8-Bit and ST public domain software libraries. 8-Bit disks are $3
each, and ST disks are $4 each. As an added bonus, if you pur-
chase three (3) disks from either library you will receive a fourth disk
of your choice at absolutely no cost. Non-Members may purchase
disks at a slightly higher rate. Mail order is also available.

For a catalog of current disks in our libraries, send $2 to:

MACE, P.O. Box 2785, Southfield, Ml 48037

MACE meetings are held on the Third Tuesday of each month at
the Southfield Civic Center at 7:30pm. The Southfield Civic Center
is located at 10 1/2 Mile and Evergreen Rd, one half mile south of
the Evergreen exit on the new |-696.

Meetings are in the small pavilion, room 115. Parking is avail-
able in the parking 3arage below the pavilion or in one of the many
parking lots on the Civic Center grounds.

If you have any problems with getting to the MACE meetings,

lease feel free to call on a MACE Officer to relieve you of your con-
sion. We are always glad to extend a helping hand!

Please come and join us! We are awaiting your visit!

= . 4%, | =

MID-OHIO
ATARI USER
GROUP

0

The Mid-Ohio Atari User's Group (MAUG) is again without a
place to meet. If you know of any apropriate place which is available,
please contact Chuck Steinman as soon as possible.

MAUG membership dues are $8.50 per year for residents of
Ohio, and $12.50 for non-residents. Included with membership is a
subscription to the Atari Interface Magazine g\lM) at no extra charge.
ST users may elect to also receive the AIM ST Disk of the Month, for
a total fee of $20 per year ($30/year for non-Ohio residents).

Please make payments out to Chuck Steinman/Maug, and mail
them to Post Office Box 134, Ontario, OH, 44862. Payment must be
received by the 10th of the month preceding publication, to assure
receipt of that month’s magazine. Please notice your membership
expiration date is is printed on your address label, and renew at least
30 days in advance of that date to assure uninterrupted service.

Atari
Middle Haass
Georgia Group

H.GiAULG,

The Middle GA Atari Users Group is the sole Atari Club in the
Middle Georgia area. We are composed of 60 members of which
approx. half are ST users. Club president Pete Miller can be reached
by phone at 912-328-8758. The MGAUG address is 115 Feagin Mill
Rd., Warner Robins, GA 31088. MGAUG meets the second Sunday
of each month at 1 PM at the Warner Robins Library. Annual dues
are $5 with the newsletter optional. Use of the club library is free to
all paid members.

Well the January meeting was great with Bob Blackshear show-
ing up with his computer and a great turnout. The talk of the meet-
ing was the 85Meg hard drive I purchased from D&P computers.
With $40 of the club’s money I purchased 40Megs of public do-
main software. This will give us approximately 120Megs of Public
Domain Software.

I would like to extend a special welcome to Marvin Barnes a
new member in the club. Marvin is the owner of a 1040ST color
system and is new to computers. WELCOME.

There is more news of another shakeup at Atari in the sales
division. It seems John Church (head of sales) and most of his staff
have been fired-- for poor sales. No joke Atari, you finally noticed.

As of last meeting we have started having 2 that’s TWO public
domain disks offered at each meeting. One disks is the AIM disk
of the month and the other disk will be made of files chosen by
myself from the 40 MEG of public domain from my hard drive.
For registered members of the club just bring 2 blanks to the meet-
ing and swap out with the PD disks on the magazine table. For
those that don’t have any blank disks you can purchase the month’s
PD offering for $1 per disk.

That’s about it for this month. Be sure to attend the next meet-
ing and bring a friend. The next meeting is March 10th.

Nashville Atari Users' Group P.O. Box 121752 Nashville, TN
37212. NAUG meets on the third Thursday of each month from 7PM
to 10PM at the Cumberland Museum and Science Center.
Membership dues are $24 per family for the entire year. With your
membership you will receive our local newsletter, Atari News, a
subscription to Atari Interface Magazine, access to the club’s 8-bit &
ST Public Domain/Shareware libraries, any group discounts on
products, and entrance to all club related functions. We have an
Associate Membership for $12 per year. With this membership, you
will receive Atari News, AIM and access to our 8-bit & ST PD/Share-
ware libraries. People joining during or after the month of July pay 1/2
the yearly rate. Visitors are welcome to all meetings.

President & Editor Walt Sullivan (615) 228-7353

Treasurer Michael Gardner (615) 868-0843

8Bit Chair & Librarian Jerome Seward (615) 385-9366

ST Chair & Librarian  Lee Griggs (615) 356-9071
Emerald City BBS (615) 754-4351
Forgotten Realms (615) 833-4971
The Nashville Exchange (615) 383-0727
Troll's Cave (615) 872-0757
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AUG
Novia Scofia Afari
Computer User Group

The Nova Scotia Atari Computer User Group (NSAUG) is a reg-
istered non-profit organization dedicated to sharing information
about computing on Atari computers. We will be meeting as one
group starting in October (date, place and time to be announced).
We own and operate XEST BBS (at 856-0101) which is accessible
to all owners of Atari computers. Non-members have limited access
to features of the BBS. We are always looking for new members. If
you own or are thinking about buying an Atari computer, come on in
and see what we do.

We can be contacted either by phone through the executive
board or at one of our meetings or by writing NSACUG, 170 Nestor
Crescent, Darthmouth, Nova Scotia, B2W 4B1.

President, Treas. Mike Hundiak 429-2639
ST Vice President Dave Mason 826-7101
XL/XE Vice President  Hilary McCarron  275-3688
Secretary Marlene Abriel 434-4430
Newsletter Editor Steve McCarron  275-368

O-ACEs is a non-profit group interested in getting more out of
Atari computers. We are NOT affiliated with Atari Corp. or any other
commercial organization -- we are there for YOU! We cover BOTH
8-bit (including the 400/800, XL, XE, and XEGS series) AND 16-bit
(ST series) Atari computers. We meet twice each month (except
November and December) on the 2nd and LAST Wednesday each
month. Doors open by 7:30 pm at La Vista Recreation Center, 8116
Parkview Blvd. (just off 84th Street, south of Food-4-Less and east of
84th at the light)

FIRST MEETING: (2nd Wednesday) Covers news, views, and
decisions that ALL members might be interested in. FOCUS
MEETING: (LAST Wednesday) Concentrated information on a single
topic (such as word-processing, spreadsheets, music composition,
desktop publishing, etc.)

Call 592-5427, for more info on O-ACEs!

PORTS ATARI

FEFLCE

COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS

Membership to PACE is $30.00 per year or $9.00 per quart
General meetings are held at 6:30pm on the third Sunday of every
month. In the event of a holiday, a new date will be chosen and will
be posted within the pages of this newsletter and on local Bulletin
Boards. Membership includes a monthly newsletter, monthly meet-
ing, FREE Disk-of-the-Month, access to our BBS, FREE printer rib-
bon re-inking, and FREE copying priveleges to our VAST collection
of 8/16 bit Public Domain programs. Ports A.C.E. is an alliance of
families with a mutual interest in the Atari Computer and is an inde-
pendent, non-profit organization. PACE hardware assets: 130XE,
1050 Drive, MacInker and a Supra 300 baud modem.

Any written correspondence should be addressed directly to
PACE Tracy Hendershot, 4835 Crosley Avenue, Duluth, MN 55804.

President Tracy Hendershot 525-1058
Vice President. Larry Nadeau 525-7430
Sec/Treasurer John Zupansic 394-9326
STLibrarian Don Henricksen 729-6309

It’s difficult concentrating on pleasant thoughts when we are
currently waging war on Iraq. Hope ol’ Saddam assumes room
temperature soon and saves the Iraqi people from his murderous
reign. Now, early in the morning of Jan. 17th, on to the business of
running our loyal Atari user group.

Reflecting over the past 6 years, PACE has faithfully been
available to those needing advice or a "shoulder to cry on" when
equipment or software fails to operate properly. We plan on stay-
ing around for many years to come. Many new and exciting prod-
ucts lie ahead. Most recently, Atari Interface magazine and its
monthly disk were significant additions to our group. Attend
PACE’s monthly meetings and see what you’ve been missing!

Our 520ST-FM has finally arrived after having been back-
ordered for so long. Hope it is a good sign that Atari can’t keep up
with demand. I have been in touch with our friends at TASTE --
Thunder Bay, Ontario. Thought I would enlighten them about AIM
and what an asset it would be for their group to join.

Sam Tramiel, chief executive officer of Atari, was quite vocal
at January’s Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas. Tramiel
commented about Nintendo’s easing policy about third-party
developers creating software for its video-game players. "It was
very frustrating. We tried to get the good titles, but couldn’t be-
cause of the restriction. We just kept banging our head against the
wall and got nowhere." Atari’s hand-held game unit called Lynx
competes directly with the Nintendo Game Boy.

Next meeting is Sunday March 17th, Androy Hotel at 6:30.

//“?Rﬂ
Portland
Atari Club
with the
Original
Eugene Atarl
Computer
\Emushsts

Annual Dues $25.00
Newsletter ONLY (year) $10.00

Portland Atari Club and the original Eugene ACE

We of the Portland Atari Club are very excited at becoming
members of AIM. PAC is one of the oldest Atari clubs and still has
active sections of both 8-bit users and ST members. We currently
are available through the ACE of America BBS at 503-285-4417
operating on 300/1200/2400 baud. Club meetings take place the
first Monday of the month at the Northwest Service Center on NW
18th and Everett. All are welcome. Meeting time is 7 till 9:30 pm.

P3Atari Computer Enthusiasts (P3ACE)
Serving the Colorado Springs, Colorado ATARI community since
1982. PO Box 17779, Colorado Springs, CO 80935

President: Rick Reaser, 380-8082
VP ST: Terry Quinn 548-1954
VPXE: Dave Koster 550-1410
Treasurer: Sam Cherry 528-5071
STlibrarian:  Rick Mount, 596-8631
XELibrarian:  Dan Rumery 392-3568
Editor: Ed Fletcher, 596-1130
WANTED

EPYX JUMPMAN ]JR.
Cartridge for Atari 400

(814) 838-8865 days
(814) 833-5603 eves/wknds.
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PHHs7 - Phoenix Area ST
The PHAST monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday
of every month at Devry College 2149 W. Dunlap Ave. Phoenix,Az.
from 12 to 2pm in room #109.

SR
Fau

President Robert Dytmire

Treasurer Wayne Myers (602)264-5737
Membership/Sgt. at Arms  Mike Zachary  (602)273-1185
Recording Secretary Jim Keho (602)934-9181
Disk Librarian Dave Thorson (602)954-6033
Publications Librarian DonThompson (602)486-1593

Club Minutes for Sat. January 12, 1991 -- by Jim Keho

YES! PHAST is still alive! And probably more alive than you
really think! <grin> Today had to be the most interesting meeting
day in PHAST’s history! No not because of the LOW turnout! That
seems to happen every meeting! Where were you??

The way it turned out there was TWO meetings today, one at
the regular 10am-12pm. And then at the new time 12pm - 2pm.
and new location (Devry College 2149 W. Dunlap Room #109
Note: NEW location and time above!) This will be the meeting
location and time for future meetings! It may have seemed a little
confusing, but it all worked out! And the new meeting place looks
great and should work out better! (No noisy freezers!) Thanks to
those that figured it out and could make it!! And everyone won’t
want to miss the next meeting, more on that later.

First business on hand, there is a new officer for 1991 and some
that are hanging on for another year, including me, yes I’ll be con-
tinuing as Recording Secretary. The new officer is Wayne Myers,
taking over the position of treasurer. Welcome to PHAST, Wayne!!
And also, Dave Thorson has taken over the disk library. Which we
really needed!! Thanks Dave! The Vice President is still open, If
you would like to take over this position just let an officer know at
the next meeting! Help in supporting your club is greatly needed!!

OK, I’ll only give brief minutes for the second meeting today,
the meeting started about 12pm. There was a little discussion/com-
ments (nice) about the new meeting place. Then we discussed the
upcoming (Feb.91) meeting with special guest Bob Brodie (What’s
there to discuss right??) Heck yea, it was voted to invite him here
again!! <grin> This may already be history by the time you read
this issue of AIM. But just in case, If all goes as planned we will
have Bob Brodie here for the Feb. 9,1991 meeting!! He’ll be bring-
ing along the new Atari TT and MegaSTe for us to see.. Should be
great!! And one you won’t want to miss... Be There!! Well that’s it
for this time, see you Sat. Feb. 9th!

- - °
9512 A Adams Dr. Zllsworth AFB, $D 5TT08

The Rushmore Atari Computer Enthusiasts is a nonprofit or-
ganization of Atari computer owners not affiliated with Atari Corp.
Meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month, 2pm, at the
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Annual dues are $12 for basic
membership and $15 for membership and newsletter. RACE offers
the Black Hills Atari owner hardware and software support and the
largest library of public domain Atari software in South Dakota.

NO PIRACY WILL BE TOLERATED AT ANY RACE FUNCTION!

President Rick Burton (605)-642-5353
V. President Duane Charter

Secretary Mike Douglass

Treasurer Mike Randall

NL Editor Mike Harbison

Eric Schofield [President] 851-5134
Brian Casper [Vice President] 851-8092
Lewis Midyette [Secretary] 828-4319
Tony Manino [Librarian] 851-8092
Jim Harrop [Treasurer] 851-5134
Robert Yates [BBS Sysop] 552-7053

Spring is upon us and the computer world is as exciting as ever!
To start out with, the club is growing in leaps and bounds. There
have been some changes made in the structure of the club too.
Back in January, Jim Harrop graciously stepped forward to take the
role of Treasurer. Not only that, but Lewis Midyette has come for-
ward to take the role of Secretary. Robert Yates also his BBS up
and running and this will serve as the club’s local BBS! Please
welcome Robert as our new BBS Sysop, Lewis as our new
Secretary, and Jim as our new Treasurer. We finally have all of-
ficer positions filled and I can relax a little bit now.

If you haven’t made it to the last few meetings, you probably
haven’t heard about Desktop Pros. Walter Gremillion and I, along
with a few other people, are trying to open an Atari dealership here
in Raleigh. Hopefully, we’ll be open by the time you read this. NO
MORE MAIL ORDER!! Support your local dealer! You will
receive discounts off hardware and software by being a club mem-
ber.

Is it too early for me to mention -- ATARIFEST? I don’t think
so. It’s an event that I think we all enjoy and you can find lot’s of
bargains there, just ask Don Nelson! Atarifest is in October and in
the next few months, we’ll start making plans to go up as a club
(you get discounts)!

It’s almost time to reelect club officers too! We’ll be discuss-
ing these issues at the next club meeting which will be March 19
from 7-9 p.m. at the Richard B. Harrison Library. Barry Clayton
will be showing us DC Desktop on the Atari ST!

The club is now offering the AIM disk as our club disk! Look
through your AIM and see what it has to offer you. If you are inter-
ested, we can save you $26 from the normal subscription rate of
$50! You can get an entire year of disks for only $24! It’s a good
deal and I encourage everyone to subscribe. Just send a check for
$24 to Jim Harrop, 4360 Hunter’s Club Drive, Raleigh, NC 27606.

Each meeting will now feature an overview of the club disk
with demonstrations of some of the programs and a main feature
presentation. The meetings are going to be FULL of interesting
events!

That’s it for now gang, call any of the officers if you need help
with anything! We’ll see you on the 19th.

President Claudette Tishcler 226-5644
Vice-Pres Gary 521-2855
Treasurer Kathi Koenig 892-0881
Newsletter Ed  Joseph Adato 449-6881
Disk Librarian Barbara Carlstrom 371-2732

The ST Atari North Coast Enthusiasts (STANCE) is an
independent, not for profit Atari computer user group and is not
affiliated with Atari Corporation, or any of its affiliates, in any way.

$12 per Year with a one time sign up fee of $13.00.

STANCE club meetings are held every third Monday of each and
every month at B & G Electronics, (located at 15729 Madison Ave.,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107) starting at 7:15PM
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ROCKFORD ATARI COMPUTER CLUB

WE'RE NOT JUST PLAYING GAMES ANYMORE!

Rockford Atari Computer Club is comprised of avid, dedicated
users of all Atari computers. We support and promote the use of
8-BIT, and ST/MEGA machines with extensive PD libraries, monthly
meetings, and semi-regular SIGS.

We have had a change of meeting place this year, as our pre-
vious site is being used for adult education on Saturdays. We may be
able to secure a regular space there, if we can agree to meet at
some other time/day (possibly evenings?). Any suggestions, or other
alternatives should be mentioned at the meeting. Our regular busi-
ness meeting is held from 9 to noon, the third Saturday of the month.

We have accepted the gracious hospitality, of the Springbrook
Congregational Churches as an alternative meeting place. It is lo-
cated, off Alpine, just as you make the turn onto Springbrook road,
from Spring Creek road. Our mailing address is 3902 15th Avenue 1
- Rockford, IL 61108. Our phone number is [815] 397-5316.

. A. . E.

ATARI
GROUP «Ff ERIE

SAGE, PO Box 10562, Erie, PA 16514-0562

The Spectrum Atari Group of Erie, PA was founded in December
of 1984 to provide communication and support among owners of all
Atari computers. Our newsletter is the SAGE Scroll which is pub-
lished monthly. In addition to being distributed to all of our mem-
bers, the Scroll is exchanged with over 50 other Atari computer user
groups nationwide. SAGE maintains extensive libraries of public do-
main software for both the Atari 8-bit and ST computers.

The SAGE BBS has been operating for 5 years at 814-833-4073
(2400 bps, 24 hours). The SAGE BBS offers public access to all of
the message bases, and, in cooperation with the Erie County Library
offers a unique on-line reference service known as GET R.A.D. (Get
Reference After Dark).

The Spectrum Atari Group of Erie meets on the third Sunday of
each month at 2 PM at St. John's Lutheran Church in Erie, PA. We
also have SIG meetings monthly covering Telecomputing, the ST/
Mega/TT computers and programming in GFA BASIC.

President Dennis McGuire 814-833-4724

¢ 4

The ST Users Network -- supporting users of the Atari ST,
Mega, and newer technology computers. P.O. Box 27285 Salt Lake
City, Ut. 84118. STUN operates a 24 hour BBS -- (801)272-4243.
Open meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7
P.M. in the Murray High School.

South East Valley Atari Connection meets the third Saturday of
each month at 10 AM at 3234 S. Fair Ln. (Eaton Business Park, just
off of 48th Street and Southern), Tempe, Arizona. Yearly
membership is $12.00. Membership includes reduced prices on PD
ST and 8-bit libraries and monthly newsletter.

Sagihaw / Tri-City
Alrorl/ User _Group
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The Saginaw/Tri-City Atari User Group meets the last Saturday
before the 18th of the month, at 9am, at the Rudy Zauel Memorial
Library, on the corner of Center and Shattuck in Saginaw Township.
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President Bryant LaFrenier (517) 835-2234
ST Librarian  LeRoy Valley (517) 686-6796
Tres./Sec. Marty Schmidt (517) 792-6029
8bit Librarian  Ted Beauchamp (517) 686-8872

Club dues are only $20, which provides support for both the 8bit
and ST, and fill access to the club’s Public Domain library, along with
a year's subscription to Atari Interface Magazine.

The meeting was buzzing with the latest news that LeRoy Valley,
our ST Disk Librarian/Tech Advisor is going to the MAC world. Due to
disappointing circumstances, he determined that the ST world was
not in his future. We wish him luck in his endeavours and hope to see
him in the near future. We will sorely miss his help and knowledge
that we have come to depend upon meeting after meeting. Jim Flem-
ing will take over the office of ST disk Librarian.

The mall show at Fashion Square Mall in Saginaw was very ex-
citing. We had a number of people visit our booth and if it was not for
the snowstorm on the day of the meeting, we would have had some
new members (that saw us at the show) at our meeting. A good time
was had by most of the people participating in the show. THANK
YOU FOR THE HELP TO MAKE THE SHOW A SUCCESS. We
would like to thank Waldensoft for letting us store our equipment in
their store overnight.

Our meeting consisted of demonstrations of some utilities for the
ST. WHERE WERE YOU 8-BITERS? We only had 8 inches of snow
before the meeting. Back to the meeting, LeRoy Valley demoed (his
last ST demo) DC Utilities. DC Utilities had a number of utilities that
can significantly enhance your ST. DC Squish appeared to lead the
pack with the abilities to reduce the file size of programs but allow
them to be executable with just a double click. LDW POWER was
reduced from ~350KB to ~206KB. A RAM disk; ARC, LZH, ZIP, and
ZOO extracter; self extracting ARC file creator; desk organizer; and
snapshot utility were some of the other programs on the disk. The
other utility disk that was looked at was Quick Tools. Many programs
and accessories were in this package, which included: command line
interpreter, control panel, environmental manager, file finder,
benchmark index, DESKTOP.INF editor, quick labeler, ability to lock
out (prevent read/write) hard drive partitions, quick terminal emulator,
and a file viewer. Both of these packages give you a lot for your
money, $23.95 for DC Utilities and $17.95 for Quick Tools. The
winners for the raffle were Larry Hennard for DC Utilities and Bryant
LaFreniere for Quick Tools.

For the FEBRUARY 16th MEETING: At the February meeting,
we will look at low cost DATABASES. Bryant LaFreniere will demo
Superbase Personal and Al Jennings will demo Base Two from Antic.
Hopefully, we will have a few new members at this meeting. In
March, we will look at some games for the ST.

EQUIPMENT VOLUNTEERS FOR February 16th are Larry
Hennard with his monitor and Al Jennings with his 1040ST.

ST

ST ATLANTA ROUNDTABLE

STAR (ST Atlanta Roundtable) Atlanta, Georgia, meets the third
Monday of each month at 7PM. Membership dues are $30 per year.
Each member receives a copy of AIM and PD disks. Bring a friend.

Rick Ostapower President (404) 487-4845
Bruce Hein P. President (404) 926-0095
David Westbrook V. President (404) 921-6462
Sidney Ayscue Treasurer (404) 633-2015
Tommy Mersinger Libraian (404) 938-2718
Jim Menegos Newsletter (404) 473-9885
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T SUBURBAN CHIGAGO ATARIANS

AN INDEPENDENT COMPUTER USERS GROUP

SCAT (Suburban chicago Atarians)

SCAT general meetings are held on the third Saturday of each
month at 10AM, unless otherwize indicated on the SCAT BBS. The
location for the meeting is College of Dupage, Student Resource
Center, Lambert Road between Roosevelt and butterfield Roads,
Glen Ellyn, IL. SCAT is a not-for-profit computer group for the pur-
pose of helping people better understand and utilize Atari 8 Bit/16
bit/32 bit series of computers for business and pleasure. Meetings
are open to all.

Membership dues are $20 per year per family. Membership
benefits include subscription to Atari Interface magazine (AIM) and
special club events. SCAT and AIM are not affiliated with Atari Corp.
in any way.

Anyone wishing to become a member can just come to a meet-
ing and sign up or call SCAT’s 24 Hour Bulletin board (708)
231-7227 or write SCAT, P.O. Box 72266, Roselle, IL 60172

TN Qe et e

THE #1 ATARI BSER GROUP IN THE NEW HAPEN (CT) BRER

ST Atari RoadRunners is probably now the oldest continually
running Atari user group in the state of Connecticut. The club was or-
ganized in March 1986 by one of the New Haven area Atari dealers
and at that time we were strictly an ST club. As time went on, other

tari groups started to disband and we found ourselves in and
ong the 8-bit users.

We hold our meetings at Greater New/ Haven State Technical
College, in North Haven, CT. Our meetings have traditionally been
held on the first and third Thursday of each month. However, starting
in January 1991, we will hold only one meeting per month and that
will be on the third Thursday. The first meeting of the new year will be
January 17th at 7PM. Hopefully, we will be in Room 307.

If you would like more information about ST.A.R.R., feel free to
contact one of our officers listed below. And, do call the ST.A.R.R.
BBS -- our sysop gets lonely sometimes.

Matthew Masserman President (203) 621-7007
Lou Demetriou Exec VPresident (203) 271-0452
Merrill Ross VPfor 8-Bit Affairs (203) 239-9403

ST.A.R.R. BBS (300 - 9600 baud)

SWA

Sourhwest Washingron Atari Group

(203) 421-486

The Southwest Washington Atari Group was formally created in
April, 1985; prior to that, local Atari enthusiasts met on an irregular
basis. The group has been holding its meetings at 6:30 p.m. on the
last Sunday of the month (save July) at Clark County Fire District #5,
Station 3 on 213 NE 120th, Vancouver, WA. SWAG started out with
a large following of 8bit owners and as more and more members
upgraded to the Atari ST, the membership has become mainly ST
owners, but 8bit is still supported. Annual dues are $12 and SWAG
can be contacted at PO Box 1515, Vancouver, WA 98668.

The Southcentral Pennsylvania Atari Computer Enthusiasts
support both 8bit and ST computers. Dues are $15 per year and in-
clude a subscription to AIM and SPACE Probes. Information can be
obtained by writing to us at PO Box 11446, Harrisburg, PA 17108.

Salinas Valley

Computer-Enthusiasts

SVACE is the only Atari user group in the Monterey Peninsula
area. It supports both the 8-bit and ST computers. There is a free
disk of the month for all attendants, bring your own disk. Dues are
$12.00 per year and includes Atari Interface Magazine. Meetings are
at 7:30 P.M. on the first Tuesday of the month at the Salinas Com-
munity Center. Demonstrations and raffles are a regular part of our
meetings. SVACE can be contacted at 672 E. Romie Lane, Salinas,
CA 93901. Anybody interested in Atari computers is welcome.

We have had interesting meetings lately. By combining hard-
ware from different users, we were able to scan things and print
them on a deskjet. We had another meeting and again by combining
equipment we connected two ST's together with a null modem. We
then had demos of games that can be played by modem and a
telecommunications demonstration.

The next meeting (which may have happened already) will be on
MIDI. We expect to have two keyboards a number of MIDI programs
and a demonstration of Sierra-on-Line’s use of MIDI sounds in their

games.
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Tinker ACE of Oklahoma meets the first Saturday of each month
at 1 PM (12:30 set-up time) in the Moore Public Library, 225 S.
Howard, just off of SW 4th and I-35 in Moore. TACE can be
contacted at 104 E. Northrup, Midwest City, OK 73110 or at the
TACE BBS (405) 755-9561, 24 hrs., 3/12/2400 baud, running Oasis
4.3 software with over 60megs online storage. ST & 8bit support.
Dues: Full - $20, Correspondence - $15. Dues are prorated at
$1.25/month for correspondence membership and $1.66/month for
full membership.

President/VP Greg Ray (405) 964-3765
Librarian Chris Hamilton
BBS Sysop Rick Spencer

Technical Advisor Ron Hamilton (405) 387-5649

TEAC

The Educator’s Atari Club

Yearly membership fee of $25 includes 6 issues of the TEAC
newsletter, the TEAC Educational 8-bit Disk Library catalog and a
one year subscription to Atari Interface Magazine. For more infor-
mation, contact TEAC at PO Box 1024, Laytonville, CA 95454.
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WESTMORELAND  ATARI
COMPUTER  ORGANIZATION

Westmoreland Atari Computer Organization meets the second
Tuesday of each month in the North Huntingdon Township Town
House, Center Highway and Brownstown Road (just off Route 30
near the Hamilton car dealerships, Irwin, PA) at 7:30 P.M.

Founded in December, 1983, WACO boasts huge ST and 8bit
PD libraries. Double-sided disks are only $3 for members, $4 for
non-members. Disk catalogs on disk are only $2. The $20 annual
membership ($24 for family) now includes a subscription to AIM.

as well as the vocal, consumer-oriented WACO Printout
newsletter which features Z*NET. Memberships by mail are
welcome.
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Nindsar Rtari Users’ Group

The Windsor Atari Users’ Group (W.A.U.G.), founded in 1982, is
among the oldest computer clubs in North America to serve the Atari
community. We are an international family of Atari owners with mem-
bers from across Southwestern Ontario and the state of Michigan.

Our club meets every third Thursday from September through
June with the exception of December when we meet on the second
Thursday so as not to conflict with Christmas scheduling. We meet
at 7:30 p.m. at the Roseville Gardens Community Centre, 6500
Roseville Garden Drive, Windsor, Ontario, CANADA.

Our club dues are $25(Canadian) per family membership. Each
membership entitles you and your family to attend our regular meet-
ings, as well as receive the AIM magazine as well as our own
monthly publication, 'exSTracts’. In addition, each membership gives
you access to our ever growing public domain library, packed with
programming from around the world. Each club disk sells for $4.00
(Canadian) with the occassional monthly special as offered by our
club librarians.
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President Brian Cassidy (519) 966 0305
Vice President Len Brown (519) 252 4572
Finance Gary Choptiany (519) 966 5489
Membership Kazmir Choptiany (519) 254 4557
Communications Todd Latam (519) 839 5096
Software Coor. Larry Latam (519) 839 5096
Library Coordinator Kevin McMahon (519) 944 8935
Editor Thom Woodrich (519) 948 5448
Associate Editor Shawn Cassidy (519) 966 0305
Past President Ray Caille (519) 734 8183
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WNYAUG meets at 7:30 pm on the first Thursday of each month
in room 116E, Bacon Hall at the State University College of Buffalo
Campus, 1300 ElImwood Ave.

Dues are $15 for new members and $12 for renewing members.
ﬁznd checks and correspondance to WNYAUG, PO Box 59, Buffalo,

14216.

President Mike Husband (716) 825-8486
Vice President  Kevin Packard 773-9325
Treasurer David Shane 875-5350
Secretary John Kasupski

SysOp Don Koepf 681-0564

8bit Librarian Norm & Betty Knab 937-6974

The Wizard's Attic BBS 681-1654

The Washtenaw Atari Users Group meetings are held every
second Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Michigan Union
building on the campus of the University of Michigan on State St. at
the corner of S. University in Ann Arbor.

Club dues are $15 per year and provide access to the PD library
and subscription to AIM. Meetings feature demos of both 8bit and
ST software and hardware. Nonmembers and questions are
welcome. Officers can be contacted by calling Craig Harvey at (313)
994-5619 or by BBS at Molin's Den at (313) 451-0524.

The first meeting of the new year was held on January 8. Presi-
dent Craig Harvey called the meeting to order at 7:30pm (AS AD-
VERTISED!) while the equipment was being set up for demos.

Craig gave a synopsis of events-to-date in the continuing saga
of How To Host An Atarifest, and repeated previous requests for
volunteers.

Mike Olin gave a demonstration of the MiGraph hand scannei
and TouchUp software. Several pictures were scanned and dis-
played, and some of the editing features were performed at the re-
quest of the audience. An .IMG file was selected for use in com-
paring printers during the February general meeting (feature topic:
PRINTERS)

Mike also distributed a flyer with bench-marking information
concerning the AdSpeed processor accelerator from ICD, and dis-
cussed the installation procedure while showing how it could be
toggled 8<--->16 MHz on the fly without glitching data or requiring
a reboot. Mike announced a group purchase plan in conjunction
with Soft-House Computer Center of Garden City. Those persons
interested should contact him or an officer before the February gen-
eral meeting.

Bruce Urbanski showed a newsletter from Gadgets By Small
describing the updates in the Spectre GCR software and also the
new 68030 expansion kit for the STs.

There was an unsuccessful attempt to demonstrate null-modem
file transfers between ST and XE. Unfortunately BobTerm kept re-
porting NO CARRIER so the project was scrapped. 8-bit users who
wish to get a sample pic for printing at the February meeting can
download it from MOlin’s Den.

B T
< ko

WNYAUG January Meeting

The January meeting of WNYAUG was called to order by
president Mike Husband at 7:30PM.

Old Business: None. New Business: Mike reported that the
Atari user group from Toronto had called to ask us for information
about computer stores in the Buffalo area that still supported Atari.
Kevin mentioned a few stores in the area still selling Atari software.

John K. summarized the mail received since the last meeting,
which included a number of newsletters, advertizements and a letter
from an Atari user in Poland that was written in Polish. Can any-
one in WNYAUG read Polish? If so, we need your help on this
one!

Dave reported that according to his records, the club treasury
stands at $905.28. He also reported we have not received a bank
statement yet, probably due to the holidays. Dave reported the pur-
chase of postage stamps and various other routine supplies, and a
new ribbon for our printer. Also mailed was the check for $25 for
our donation to programmer Bob Puff.

Program Demonstrations: The theme for January was Art and
Graphics. Mike opened by demonstrating how he used the Print
Shop Companion’s graphic editor to create a graphic commemorat-
ing Operation Desert Sheild.

Mike then proceeded to demonstrate a wide variety of Art/Gra-
phic software and hardware using the Atari Touch Tablet, Koala
Pad, light pen and Kevin’s Super Sketch tablet.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45pm.
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ABCO Computer 37 44
(800) 562-4037 Innovative Concepts Ins. Back
American Techna-Vision 39 (313) 293-0730
(800) 551-9995 Lexicor Software 1
Artisan Software 56 (415) 453-0271
(209) 239-1552 M-S Designs 19
Best Electronics 39 (217) 384-8469
(408) 243-6950 Munsie Marketing 3
Branch Always Software 28 (817) 498-3951
(206) 783-0933 MichTron 22
Cherry Fonts 34 (302) 454-7946
(604) 944-2923 Rio Datel 16
Clear Thinking 9 (800) 782-9110
CodeHead Software 28 Rimik Enterprises 13
(213) 386-5735 (619) 630-1217
CompuServe 21 Rising Star Computers 25
(800) 848-8199 (800) 252-2787
Computer Software Services 7 SLICCWare 30
(716) 586-5545 (206) 867-1786
D.A. Brumleve 19 ST Informer 56
(217) 337-1937 (604) 944-2923
D&P Computer Supply Ins. Front Software Infinity 20
(800) 535-4290 Talon Technology Back
DreamPark 32 (619) 792-6511
(801) 943-4374 Taylor Ridge Books 22
Double Click Software 41 (203) 643-9673
(713) 977-6520 Toad Computers e
eSTeem, Inc. 22 (301) 544-6943
(205) 980-9146 Windsor/Detroit AtariFest 43

13 issues for the
price of 12

Plus FIREE DISK

r-----------------q

|
i Name i
: Address :
B city st Zip i
| |

Phone
i You get 13 (for the price of 12) exciting issues of i
ST Informer Monthly tabloid that is packed with
B the latest Atari news, reviews, commentary and PD
l offerings, plus a FREE disk for only $18. Choose a |
FREE disk from our PD Catalog sent with your
subscription acknowledgement. Mail this coupon
1 today, or call (503) 476-0071 FAX(503) 479-1825|
and charge it to your charge card. Mention Current
l Notes for 13 for 12 offer.

o TYrtormer gy

909 NW Starlite Place,
Grants Pass, OR 97526

(313) 973-8825

ENHANCEp,
P

RIEVDILIUTTIOINIES
HANDBOOK omrigte

REVOLUTION RUBBER STAMP ONLY *12

tvaliiodll WORD QUEST

word search puzzies
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& Word Quest 2.
Includes text

~ Cotor/Mono... ONLY

QIOR % C%; extrac tion,

from any word list. Ad- format
vanced auto options.
R

conversions, and

Cormsre. ONLY ’29" much more!
S 1 9 95

" GRAPH MAKER hing sy Make
line, bar and pie graphs fast and easy with

e CROSIIRORD M U

WORD QUEST Word Quest & 34 95
POWERPACK

GRA

minimal input. Print DEGAS/NEO files, clip art,
| many options. Color/Mono... ONLY s59°

™ - £}
STWriter /Tab/Ex ONLY *7
(D90 ARTISAN SOFTWARE Pmilext 1 e Uvled Stales Procucts iamod are vadamanks of T respecive CoTgmes

ARTISAN

P O.BOX 849 MANTECA, CA. 95336

Add *1 29§ & H for each title. Checks, cash & money orders
welcome. U.S. currency only. CA residents, add 6.25% tax.

Dealer/Distributor HOT LINE & (209) 239 -1552
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Classic Atari8-Bit Products

Fasy &can Il - 1989 Antic Award Winner! The
Craphics Image &Scanner that saves files in
standard 62-sector format! Supports graphic
modes 8,9,10,11 and 15. Make banners, flyers,
posters, and more! Requires XL/XE/XECS
with 128K RAM (or more), and Epson capable
printer. FREE Utilities!. Only - $99.95

Drint Shop Printer Drivers - Now use that
"incompatible” printer with Print &hop and
Drint Shop Companion! Choose from the
following printer drivers; Atari 1020
printer/plotter, Okimate 10, or the newer
fpson LQ500/800 printers. (or other 24-pin
cmpatibles) Only - $14.95 each (specify)

Memory Upgrades - All include RAMs and
utiltilities (we have MANY others!). Call us!

128K - 130XE Compatible types:
For 800XL - $59.95 / For 65XE - $49.95
For the XE Came &System - $49.95

XF35 Kit - 720K storage! Fasy to install
upgrade for XF551 Drives, for using the
newer 3.5" disks! Fully compatible with;
SpartaD0O&, SpartaDOS X, and MyDO&.
CREAT for HD Backups, BBS use, Demos,
and much more! Only - $34.95

Happy Doubler - Includes FREE Utility Disk!
Drograms Happy 1050 to FULLY Emulate the
U.8. Doubler, including skew format! Also
programs drives DI: - D8. Only - $19.95

Immitator Controller - For Happy 1050, has 2
swirches to control $peed & Write Protect.
Also has 2-color LED monitor. Only - $39.95

IC1050 Controller - (For ALL 1050’s) Same as
above, but no speed switch. Only - $29.95

SI0 Switch Box - Controll 1 computer with 2
drive setups, or share 1 drive setup with 2
computers! Only - $49.95

510 DPort Box - Has 4 SIO ports for solving
the "dead end" problems. Only - $34.95

NOTE - We have even MORE products! For
our latest Catalog (included FREE with
orders), just send a $.A.8.E. (business size).

Atari ST/Mega Products

NEW! ARCIT & ARCIT SHELL (version 1.20)
Commercial version with new features! Makes
arcing and un-arcing "ARC" & "LZH" files, a
snap! Includes; Printed Manual, FREE utilities,
and more!l Low priced at - $14.95

Turbo BLITZ - The Unique backup/disk copier,
that is Lightning Fast, on even commercial
software! Uses two drives. Includes Custom
Cable and FREE software. Only - $34.95

Xformer Cable - Now incudes FREE software!
Run many of your Atari 8-bit software titles
on your &T/Megal And, directly from an 8-bit
drive! Also allows 8-bit printer! Only - $19.95

8T/Mega RAM Upgrades - Installed Fast! We
use only the BEST upgrade boards! NO
future MMU problems! FREE utilities disk!

5208T: Imeg $125, 2.5 Meg $325, 4meg $500
10408T: To 2.5meg $325 / To 4meg $500
Mega 2: To 4meg for only $300.

NEW! Tick - Tock Clock - External clock card
for 520/1040, at a LOW price! Includes FREE
utilties disk. Only - $49.95

BLITTER Upgrade - For 5208TFM/10408TF.
(Call for details) Speeds up graphics! Have a
"mini-Mega" for only - $75 (Installed!)

TOS 1.4 - We us only LECAL ROMs! FREE
Utilities Disk! Only - $125 (2 or 6-chip set)

Bomb Fix - Replace weak 74L&373 chips (2),
with Superior T4A8373 chips. Fixes Random
crashes on Accelerators, TOS 1.4, & MAC/IBM
Fmulators. Installed - $35 / Kit - $15.00

Note - ALL of the above internal mods
INCLUDE installation and return S&H!

SAVE - Cet two or more of the above
mods, and save more! Others also available!
We also - Buy, &ell, Trade, and Repair Atari
equipment. Dlease call for more information.

Ordering Information - &&H add (US Funds);
USA/ADPO/FPO - $4. COD: $3.50 (USA only)
Canada/Mexico: $7. All other countries: $10.

Innovative Concepts (1.C.)

31172 Shawn Drive / Warren, MI 48093 USA
Phone: (313) 293-0730 / BBS: (313) 978-1685
CompuServe: 76004,1764 / GEnie: I.C.

Dealer, Distributor, & User Group Inquiries Welcome!




Beetle Pplouse

Finally a astic me
wmwmm lly designed to fit your hand. New light weight compon
ultra-| ght and fast with hign qucm‘y switches that will last. Winr

se for only $49.95. The Beetle Mouse has a resolution of 320dpi and is
m\ make the Beetle Mouse
of the TIDEX 90’ Award for

innovative product design. Available for the Amiga and Atari computers. Includes MOUSE PAD!

TALON TECHNOLOGY INC.

243 N. Hwy 101 Ste. #11, Solana Beach, Ca. 92075

P TEL: (619) 792-6511 FAX: (619) 792-9023

”;;14

Prices subject to change without notice. Shipping and handling are extra. *** Dealer Inquiries Welcome *#*¥
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Unicorn Publications
3487 Braeburn Circle
Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
(313) 973-8825
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