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PARTS REPAIRS A
FITTINGS

Notator etc.....
WITHOUT SOUND

£94.00

T.U.S. 14” MONO

T.U.S. 14” Mono monitor for ST series. High resolution picture for Cubase/

WITH SOUND(STEREO ON STE)

£109.00

ALL MONITORS INCLUDE APPROPRIATE CONNECTING LEADS AND
A TILT AND SWIVEL STAND

~ HIGH DENSITY
- DRIVE MODULE

TOS 2.06 is the enhanced operating
system from ATARI for the entire ST
range. Improved desktop including
full keyboard control of windows,
place programs on the desktop for easy
launching, or assign function keys to
launch the required program.
Switchers give access to old TOS
system for complete compatability.
All kits supplied with full fitting
instructions and tos manual.

STE VERSION 2......ccoeeeeurerenns £47.99
(TOS 1.62/2.06 supplied) Simple
solderless installation

STF/STFM £54.99
New multiboard out soon please ring

Exchange data easily with other platforms |
by giving your ST the ability to read and
write to high density (1.44mb) discs. Fully
automatic switching capability depending
which type of disc has been placed in the
drive. Comes complete with software
drivers and high density formatting
software. Tos 1.4 or above required for
high density support.

HIGH DENSITY MODULE ...... £25.00

HIGH DENSITY MODULE
AND 2MB DISC DRIVE............ £54.00

STE TOS 2.06 WITH HIGH DENSITY DRIVE AND CONTROLLER
£95.00
STFM TOS 2.06 WITH HIGH DENSITY DRIVE AND CONTROLLER
£101.00

NEW PARTS.
Full 12 months warranty. All parts are tested
before dispatch.

INTERNAL REPLACEMENT DRIVE KIT
For any ST with INTERNAL drive. High
quality mechanism, with standoffs for old
ST’s if required.
1MB or 2MB drive supplied £34.99

POWER SUPPLIES
New PLUG IN replacement, includes power
switch and mains connector, no soldering
required. £33.99

280 DPI MOUSE

With free mouse mat £9.99

STE/FALCON SPEAKERS
Stereo speakers with leads £19.99

REPAIRS AND FITTINGS

Fully trained engineers for a reliable repair.
All jobs quoted for individually (no fixed

prices). 48 hour turnround on most
machines. Long 4 months warranty as
standard.  Courier collection and return

available for £14.00.

We can fit any of the advertised products to
your machine for a one off fitting charge of
£15.00. This means that if you require say an
upgrade and high density drive fitted then the
charge is only £15.00.

Please ring for an appointment before
bringing your machine or call if courier
collection is required. Please ensure all
parcels collected are adequatley packaged.

105MB.....£164.00

THE CHEETAH DRIVE FROM T.U.S. DEVELOPMENTS BRINGS AFFORDABILITY AND STYLE TO ATARI SYSTEMS.
SMALL CASE DIMENSION WITH BUILT IN POWER SUPPLY, COOLING FAN, DUAL SCSI EXTERNAL CONNECTORS
(FOR DAISY CHANING EXTRA DEVICES) AND ID SELECTOR GIVES A FULLY FEATURED SYSTEM FOR USE ON MORE
THAN JUST ATARI COMPUTERS. ALL SYSTEMS ARE SUPPLIED COMPLETE WITH HOST ADAPTER CABLE AND
FORMAT / PARTITIONING SOFTWARE AND ARE PRE FORMATTED AND PARTITIONED READY FOR IMMEDIATE USE.

270MB.....£219.00

CALL FOR LATEST PRICES ON SYQUEST EZ135 DRIVE SYSTEMS.

540MB.....£289.00
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STe / Mega STe 'STFM MARPET

1/2meyg.............£10.00 1/2meg...............£28.00
2meg......ccueee.-.£34.00 2mMeg.....orueree--..£52.00
4meg................£67.00 dmeg......cc.cc.......£85.00

2meg TUS memory boards for ST(FM) few left at £44.00

All kits are supplied with comprehensive fitting instructions, testing software and a free disk of
useful PD/shareware utilities. Free technical support is available, as is a competitevely priced
fitting service.

T.U.S. 14400............£89.00 T.U.S. 28800..............£149.00
14,400 VOICE,FAX AND DATA MODEM, 28,800 FAX DATA MODEMS,

Class 1 fax commands, full Hayes Class 1 + 2 fax commands, full Hayes
compatability.  compatability.

BOTH MODEMS ARE BABT APPROVED WITH ‘CE’ MARKINGS, COMPLETE WITH
CABLES AND SOFTWARE FOR BULLETIN BOARD ACCESS.

L R R from £46.00 SERIAL PORT £20.00
FAX SOFTWARE Upgrade kit for STFM AND STE

EXTERNAL PC KEYBOARD INTERFACE FOR THE ST(FM)E OR FALCON.  £39.99
PC KEYBOARDS FROM £12.99. CALL OR WRITE FOR DETAILS

EXTERNAL CLOCK CARTRIDGE FOR THE STE. £22.99
DOES NOT TIE UP THE CARTRIDGE PORT. SIMPLE PLUG IN AND RUN

ARl prices include

SAME DAY SERVI

ACCESS
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EDITORIAL/ADVERTISING/GENERAL
ENQUIRIES: All editorial, advertising and general
enquiries, along with letters and review material,
should be addressed to the following points:

Atari Computing, “Rois Bheinn”, Overton Crescent,
Johnstone, PA5 8]JB, SCOTLAND

Email: ataricomputing@cix.co.uk or
NeST:90:100/315.0@nest.fin

Unfortunately we cannot enter into personal
correspondence to answer Atari-related questions -
although we will naturally do our best to help you
through the Q&A section of the magazine. It would
also be helpful if letters, subscription enquiries
and editorial material were on separate sheets
within the same envelope. Ideally letters and
editorial material should be on disk in ASCII
format.

SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY: Brian Stanton, 73
Bentinck Drive, TROON, Ayrshire, KA10 6HZ,
SCOTLAND. You'll never trust a camera

again after reading our
in-depth review of positive
image!

Atari Computing is published by the Atari
Computing Group (AICIG). Whilst every care is
taken in the preparation of this magazine, neither
the publishers nor the AICIG can be held legally
responsible for any errors. The views of
contributors are not necessarily those of the
editors or publishers.

Pl File Edit Gptions Hindow
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Atari Computing recognises all copyrights and
trademarks. Where possible we have acknowledged
the copyright holder. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in any form of retrieval
system or transmitted in any form by any means,
mechanical, electronic or otherwise without the
specific written consent of the AICIG.
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& %
]
All rights reserved including translation into other
languages. Copyright 199697 AICIG

Red

Certain images in this publication are from the Sreea

Softkey super art pack, and are ©1995 softkey
International Inc., and its licensors.
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SLIN3LNOD

e've climbed a steep
learning curve since our
launch at the September

shows. We sold out of magazines
around 2pm both days! After
disappointing people at the shows
and during the following week we
decided to reprint Issue 1. This took
several weeks to organise and
resulted in delays for everyone who
placed their order after the shows.
This issue sees our print run
trebled from our first guesstimate
and the page count raised to 64
pages!

Thanks for all your letters of
encouragement and offers of help,
which have helped maintain our
enthusiasm as the deadlines
approach and panic sets in.
Following on from the success of
Issue 1, bearing in mind Atari
Computing is put together by
enthusiasts in our spare time, we
have had to restructure the AICIG
to cope with the overwhelming
demand. This means the contact
points have been changed - please
read the masthead for details. The
survey forms are still coming in and
first indications are encouraging - it
seems you like the mag! Due to an
oversight our Swedish readers
haven’t had their say yet so we've
decided to print the survey results
in AC#3.

On behalf of the AICIG I'd like to
thank each and every contributor
for devoting their time and
enthusiasm for our benefit. We
believe this issue has turned out
even better than AC#1 and look
forward to reading your comments.
We wish you all a Happy Christmas
and a prosperous New ¥Year.

Joe Conno¥
. i
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HADES/SCSI-BURSTER

Abingdon Synthesis Projects
(ASP) bursts onto the scene

The SCSI-Burster is a new product
from this new company. It fits into a
standard PC case of any normal
configuration (Desktop, tower etc.)
and allows an external SCSI aware
machine, like the Atari ST fitted with
an ACSI-SCSI converter, to use
internal PC SCSI devices. Externally
cased SCSI devices such as hard
disks, tape streamers, CD-ROMs and
removable media are more expensive
than their internal equivalents. The
SCSI-Burster range costs from £18 for
the basic three internal
connector/one external connector
cable, so substantial savings are
possible even for a minimal hard disk
plus CD-ROM setup. The other
advantage is a welcome reduction in
the “Cable-Spaghetti” behind your
machine because PC cases typically
have a PSU through socket for
connection to another mains
powered device. Telephone Abingdon
Synthesis Projects (ASP) on +44
(0)1235 534152.

The Hades - an Atari Super
Computer?

Brought into Britain by System
Solutions, the Hades 040/060 is
probably the fastest TOS-based
computer on the face of the earth.
Available in both 68040 and 68060
flavours (for £§1995 and £2395
respectively), the Hades features a
vast array of ports and interfaces that
can take an overwhelming selection
of input and output devices. The
Hades is the first TOS compatible
computer to possess 4 PCI slots, PCI
being a exceptionally fast bus which
enables input and output of data to
and from devices, like graphics cards
and SCSI ports. This means super-fast

ATARI COMPUTING & ISSUE 2
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access to all of your peripherals.
Whilst building the Hades, the
designers have kept
TOS/GEM
compatibility very
much in mind. The
Hades features a
VME bus, for
example, and MIDI,
modem, LAN, printer
ports, etc. -
everything you'd
expect on a
standard Atari (with
the exception of a
cartridge slot). The
memory is another case in point.
Although you can install up to 1
Gigabyte (yes, really!) every single
byte is seen by the operating system
(a modified TOS 3.06) as ST RAM -
albeit, running at TT RAM speed! In
pure speed terms, the 060 model is
equivalent to a 200MHz Pentium! A
truly professional system for the
most demanding of Atarians. System
Solutions tell us they are able to build
Hades systems to the customers
exact specifications. So, if you’ve got
deep pockets then give them a call on
+(0)181 693 3355. At the same time,
could you lend us a tenner?
Technical Specs. Internal:
4x PCI Bus
2x ISA Bus
1x VME Bus
1x EIDE (enhanced IDE) with a
maximum 10Mb/s for two devices.
e 1x SCSI with a maximum 4Mb/s for
1-7 devices (TT compatible)
External:
e Modem 1 (25 way D-Sub) with a
maximum 19,200 baud.
e Modem 2 (9 way D-Sub) with a
maximum 250,000 baud.
Local talk (8 pin Mini DIN) with a
maximum 250,000 baud.
e Printer (25 way D-Sub - Falcon/TT
compatible)
e Midi In/Out
e PC Keyboard connection
(standard)
e Mouse and Joystick (Atari
compatible)

MagiC World

In a swathe of new releases this
month, System Solutions have
brought out several products for
their flagship operating system,
MagiC. Firstly we have an update to

the current operating system, taking
it to version 5. It offers (over version
4) increased compatibility, long
filename support, multithreading,
support for 128 concurrent programs
or windows, support for DOS
compatible partitions, an enhanced
desktop and lots of smaller changes
and updates. Upgrades available now
for £19.95. MagiC PC is also now
available. It’s the MagiC operating
system ported to IBM compatible
computers - in less technical jargon
“it lets you run Atari software on
your PC”. You'll need a fast PC to run
MagiC PC on, of course, emulating
68000 code on an Intel processor
takes a lot of grunt. System Solutions
recommend a 486 DX4 100 as a
minimum - but we suspect you only
get the best from the emulator on a
Pentium system. MagiC PC runs as a
window inside the Windows 95
desktop and is fully multitasking. It
offers resolutions in any sizes using
up to 16 colours - for more you need
NVDI PC. It gives you direct access to
all your system peripherals but, like
MagiCMac, as there’s no cartridge
port there’s no way to run dongle
protected software like Cubase! As
mentioned above, NVDI PC is also
available. This greatly enhances the
display speed of MagiC PC, as well as
giving access to vector font
technology, GDOS printing, etc. It also
enables MagiC PC to run in screen
modes greater than 16 colour - 256,
16-bit and 24-bit colour are all
possible. MagiC PC costs £149, with
NVDI PC at £69.95. However, a bundle
price is available for £199. There are
also a range of different upgrades,
cross-grades and bundle prices
available - talk to System Solutions on
+44 (0)181 693 3355.

Titan Announce Videlity

Titan recently sent us some mouth
watering statistics, showing the
TrueColor resolutions possible with
their Falcon accelerator, the Nemesis.

Falcon with Nemesis at 24/48MHz -
all are non-interlaced resolutions,
16-bit (65,536 colours per screen) on
a standard 14” VGA non-multisync!
With a half-decent multi-sync it can
be expected that even higher
resolutions can be seen!

CPU Video Refresh

Bus CPU Bus (Hz)
640x480 24 24 24 60
720x528 24 24 24 50
516x4324 20 « +20.;+20 60
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When used with their powerful image
processing software the results must
be pretty special!l What makes this
possible is the solid 24MHz bus
performance of the Nemesis board -
in the Falcon, the graphics
performance is tied to the bus as it
uses conventional memory for the
screen. However, what makes this
snippet of information even more
interesting is the software that Titan
used - and intend to sell - to generate
these extended resolutions. It’s called
‘Videlity’ and threatens to take the
current duopoly of ScreenBlaster and
BlowUP to task. Videlity was
originally developed to support APEX
Alpha for creating high resolution
displays, and a portion of the code
will be supplied with this program to
form part of the complete
software/hardware suite - APEX
Alpha, Videlity and Nemesis. We also
expect Videlity to become a “must
have” option, particularly for Nemesis
owners but also for users having a
standard Falcon. Videlity provides
extremely reliable resolution
switching and fixes many bugs that
are apparent in TOS, including some
anomalies that seem to exist in NVDI.
Rather than be constrained by fixed
resolution settings which are
apparent in other screen expanders,
Videlity allows fast operation and
complete flexibility in all operations.
Price and availability are yet to be
determined - but if you're a Falcon
owner it’s certainly one to look out
for. Talk to Titan on +44 (0)121 993
6669

Inexpensive Dry Colour Printing
on the Horizon.

The one thing that lets current inkjet
based colour printers down is the
fact that ink is wet, or rather, that the
ink makes the paper wet, causing
slight distortion and bleeding. The
alternative, colour laser output is still
horrendously expensive, and liable to
stay that way at least into next year.
With their interest in all things
graphical, Titan Designs have been
looking into the newest crop of
“Micro Dry” printers. What they've
told us is enough to make even the
most monochrome of mouths drool.
Colour printing at 600x600 dpi using
this completely dry method gives
photo-realistic output on standard
paper and monochrome output (at a
staggering 1200x600 dpi) is sharp and
crisp. In addition the printer is able
to output spot colours in a range of
metallic inks. Gold, silver, cyan and
magenta will be available initially for
§9.95 a cartridge. CYMK cartridges
(for standard colour printing) will be

A quality exxos scan 01/03/2014

§£7.95 each with the printer retailing
for a reasonable $469. We will
definitely be keeping an eye on this
one!

HD-Driver v6

HD-Driver, now at version 6, has
become the de-facto standard for
hard disk driving on the Atari over
the past few years. If you're an owner
of HD-Driver then you’ll be glad to
know that System Solutions have just
released v6. A range of inexpensive
upgrade options are available - not
that, at §29.95, HD Driver is
particularly costly in the first place!
Version 6 offers a much re-worked
interface, easier to use and more
intelligently grouped functions. There
is now a highly configurable disk
formatting mode - including support
for media with different physical
sector sizes, like magno-optical
drives. The partitioning has also been
revamped, enabling you to create
DOS/Atari compatible partitions,
delete individual partitions, repair
partitions, etc. In addition there’s a
new Auto Configuration option, which
automatically tells the driver which
devices are connected to your
computer. If you're upgrading from
an earlier version of HD Driver there
are even more new features to look
for. The list is huge, far too big to list
completely here, but here are just a
few:-

Background DMA with MagiC 4 (or
greater), which enables MagiC to go
on multitasking during disk access.

e Password protect Zip drives
Edition

WebSpace Fichier

Histor ique

e Parity checks on TTs and Falcons

¢ Partitions above 1Gb on the ACSI
port (MagiC 4/5 required)

e NEWMEDIA program simulates a
media change for removable drives
which do not properly tell your
computer when you change disk.

e CAF_FIX is included to fix a Falcon
hardware bug which can cause
problems with Cubase Audio.

e Partition Assignment enables you
to fix drive identifiers to ASCI, SCSI
and IDE ids.

e Enhanced support for removable
media.

e Support for Phasewriter Drives
(PD)

The HD-Driver package remains at
£29.95, with upgrades from v4 or 5 at
£15 and from earlier versions at §20.
The package includes a newly
developed manual. Talk to System
Solutions on +44 (0)181 693 3355.

STOP.PRESS.STOP.PRESS

Horrific Browser War to

Develop on Atari?

Are we about to see a gargantuan
Web browser war develop on the
Atari, akin to that going on between
Netscape and Microsoft on the PC?
Well, probably not - Atari owners are
more sensible, aren’t they? But
there’s no denying that a new
browser from France, is about to
shake CAB’s current monopoly on the

¥ A new French browser - looks pretty
slick, doesn’t it?
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PAPYRUS v4

Atari platform. We don’t know too
much about the program, as the
screen grab was shoved under our
noses less than 24 hours before we
went to press - but we decided it was
well worth including in this issues
news. If you're an on-line Atarian (and
if not, why not?) then we think you’ll
agree this is very good news for the
future of the Atari Internet.

Papyrus v4 at last!

After what seems an age, Papyrus v4,
the superb word-processing package,
is now with us - and we think you’ll
agree it’s been worth the wait. Almost
re-written from scratch, this release
builds on the fluid, most usable of
interfaces to give a better look and
even more functionality. The re-write
has enabled the author to optimise
the code further, providing greater
speed and compatibility. You know
that everyone keeps on mentioning
“well written GEM programs” with
regard to new operating systems?
Well Papyrus is that program! This
version of Papyrus is also the first to
offer full colour support, in any
resolution and colour mode. This
includes colour output - just in time
to serve the needs of the new army of
affordable, high quality, colour

Papyrus

Styis No teut styll  Ful
. & No paéagium‘;;

1

printer owners. To complement this
Technicolor dawn Hisoft have added
their own EFMS system to Papyrus,
enabling your to load in a wide range
of graphics formats. A number of
annoying limitations have been
removed - for example, there is now
no (practical) limit to the number of
vector fonts Papyrus can use. It is
also much better, and faster, at
handling long documents and the
search speed has been greatly
improved. In addition, all copies of
Papyrus v4, including upgrades, come
with a CD packed with 500 fonts. Far
from being low standard public
domain - or worse, incomplete
shareware! - these fonts come directly
from the BitStream type foundry and
are of the highest quality. Upgrades
are available for §49.95 from Hisoft
and other Atari dealers. The full
package costs £149.

Atari Friendly Scanning Service
Floppyshop have just announced a
photo scanning service aimed at Atari
owners without CD-ROMs. They will
take your photographs (3 minimum,
up to 6”x4™), scan them into either
GIF, TIFF, PNG or JPEG format and
send them back to you. The charge
per scan is §2.50, with set postal fees

5

%

(with dithering) of colour piciures is fully
supported by Papyrus 4.

colour images.

PhotoCD™, GIF and more.
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Support for the on-screen display and printing

Papyrus 4 uses the EFMS system developed by
HiSoft Systems for the loading and display of

Supperted formats include TIFF, JPEG, Targa,

0]
. BB
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of £1.25 in the UK, going up to $2.25
in Europe and §3.00 to the Rest of the
World. Whilst this service is aimed
fairly and squarely at home owners
who want to view a few snaps on
their Atari, Floppyshop meister, Steve
Delaney is happy to talk to any
interested graphics professionals
with more demanding needs. You can
email him on:
sdelaney@steil.wintermute.co.uk or
call him on +44 (0)1224 586208
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
between 9am and 4pm.

Floppyshop - Positive Image 1.12 now
available, this release fixes a few bugs
and adds loading of compressed BMP
images and adds support for NOVA
graphics cards. In addition, all new
versions come with a 68040
processor friendly version that takes
advantage of special coding
techniques for the new breed of Atari
clone.

System Solutions have a TOS
extractor available, to enable you to
use standard TOS under the MagiC
PC emulator. This gives even greater
compatibility, so much so that some
games are playable on the PC!
Naturally System Solutions will not be
giving out versions of TOS on disk -
you’ll have to have your own Atari to
rip it from.

Another new Atari clone will soon be
available. The Phoenix, from France,
will sport either 68040 or 68060
processors and a DSP chip. Very little
is known about the computer at this
stage but it sounds pretty powerful
and will be sold at a price
comparable with other clones. We'll
keep you posted!

Four play from 16/32

16/32 have recently signed deals to
distribute Team from Impact
Software, Substation and Obsession
from Unique Developments and Multi
Brick, a Breakout clone from France.
All four games run on STe/Falcon
machines and are expected to retail
for £19 each. Contact 16/32 on +44
(0)1634 710788

News? Gossip? Why not let everyone in on
the secret - send it to us at: Atari
Computing, "Rois Bheinn", Overton
Crescent, Johnstone, PA5 8JB, SCOTLAND.
Email: ataricomputing@cix.co.uk or
NeST:90:100/315.0@nest.ftn
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A PAT ON THE BACK!

G reat first issue! It’s nice to see articles
on real computing. I've often felt
previous magazines spent too much time
on articles getting operating systems
(Geneva, MiNT, MagiC etc.) to run, and
not much of any substance - just one of
the reasons I stopped buying every
issue. Two problems: I have looked and
looked again but cannot see any
subscription information. Is this an
oversight or a policy decision? Also, in
the same vein, it was unclear where |
should order a reader disk from - there
are plenty of addresses on page four but
which one do I use? Keep up the good
work.

John Lawrence, via the internet

Erm... we have an article on setting up
MiNT and AES replacements in this
issue - it is both practical and of
substance so I don’t understand your
point, please explain... The subscription
information in this Issue is on page 58.
Evaluation copies of Issue one should
have included a separate subscription
form - subscribers will automatically be
invited to renew their subscription.

I ssue 1 came last week and hells bells
this is some publication! Straight to

the point, no frills or stupid comments -
a real punch on the nose for any Atari
doubters. Positive is an understatement
with a “go get-em no time wasters” realism
nobody could put down. This is a real
professional publication targeted at the
committed core and to have the support
from AC at this stage in the game is
staggering. I've changed my earlier selfish
attitude since the days when I used to
write to Vic Lennard and Andrew Wright
condemning games coverage because I
thought then - and still do that Ataris can
offer a great deal more potential than
pinging a sprite around a screen. I believe
full coverage of all areas of interest and
ongoing support for the Shareware scene
are vital to maintain interest in our
platform. For me, the Atari platform is
about genuinely committed people,
authors, support services and
contributors and so on. I feel saying
‘thanks’ is inadequate to the people who
had the sheer guts to get AC up and
running but can add my plea that we, as
enthusiasts, can get actively involved by
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making contributions to AC to ensure its
continued success. That’s about it for this
reel but I would like to float an idea. How
about an AC Roadshow with ‘Hands on
training days’? It could run practical
workshops including topics such as ‘How
to get on-line’

Steve Whitehead, Swindon

was looking forward to AC#1 with a

mixture of anticipation and a certain
degree of anxiety wondering if Mike and
the team would finally get the mag to
press. You did it - great! I really admire
you guys for what you just did. For two
reasons: First because it was a challenge
to start a magazine in an area where the
biggest fish up to now had given up.
Second because you have put together the
final link which connects, on a regular
basis, the entire community of Atari
enthusiasts in the UK and in other

lonte 1 @ Zactsmbar 1883

countries - even foreign (froglegs-eating)
people like me, who have been regular
and satisfied subscribers to ST Review,
Atari World and ST Format over the years.
When I opened the magazine, my first
reaction was disappointment, no bright
colours and no glossy pictures! On
reflection [ realised I had missed the point.
What I actually wanted was the contents,
the sharing of a common interest, the
need to know lots of other people are still
using this machine of ours and we're
going to make it live on for at least
another couple of years. What I want most
of all is for this magazine to survive, and
with this in mind the aesthetic aspects are
far less important than the contents. Now
a couple of criticisms (constructive I
hope):
o If you want to stay in black and white
print be careful with advertiser’s boxes
which are plain grey (AC#1 page 2).

=

Ed: We were also disappointed to see
how poorly the TUS advert appeared - so
much so we manually replaced the titles
when we reprinted AC#1! Happily most
of the editorial content turned out fine.

o I find the font you have chosen in the
articles a bit tiring to read after several
pages - or is it just me?

Ed: In trial layouts we used a sans serif

Swiss variant for body text but switched

to penzance after much discussion. We

like it so unless we get a torrent of letters
asking us to change it you’ll have to read

a few pages at a time then have a rest - at

least the magazine will provide an even

longer read this way!

Some requests: I would like to see more

news about events on the Atari scene both

in the UK and world-wide. The joystick
article was good. How about something on

the cartridge port? Do you plan opening a

Readers Ads section? Some games

solutions or cheats? That’s all for

now. Bye bye and best wishes. I keep
my fingers crossed for you.
Thierry Sutter, Paris, France

Ed: We include anything
newsworthy and we’ll expand
coverage if necessary. Our editorial
coverage is dependent on our
overworked contributors and
although I fry to maintain a
balanced magazine I am at their
mercy. We've considered adding a
Reader Ads section but due to the
extended period between issues
remain unconvinced of its value,
persuade us! If anyone sends us
game solutions or cheats we’ll be
happy to print them...

Millennium Bug
F ollowing the recent Money
programme feature, I couldn’t
resist testing my trusty Atari. Taking
a deep breath, [ went into the control
panel, set the time to 11:59 and the
date to 31/12/99 and watched the
clock tick over to 00. I saved the
desktop and checked the file creation
date - which was correctly shown as
1/1/00. I tried sorting by date and that also
worked perfectly - our platform is good for
another 104 years!

Ian Smith, via CIX

I W

General Setup

Atari Clipboard

SDS

HD-FREE

Freier Speicher

[}]
:fxlxx ASCII Table

I wonder if Atari Computing will still be
around?

Letters and editorial contributions should be sent to: Atari Computing, 65
Mill Road, Colchester, CO4 5LJ. Email: acg@inactive.compulink.co.uk
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Goody t

Shows!

wo Atari shows, sponsored by
I Goodman International, took place

on Saturday 28th September in
Birmingham and Sunday 29th in London.
Back when we were planning the launch of
Atari Computing we saw these shows as
the last best hope of securing a future for
the magazine and we're delighted to
report we completely sold out our stock at
both shows!

For the first time in many years the
show had an upbeat feel to it, attendance
was up with over 400 through the doors in
Birmingham and over 300 in London.
Almost every company with an interest in
the Atari marketplace took a stand.

Mike Goodman, MD of Goodman
International, put in many months hard
work to make the shows a reality. | asked
Mike for his thoughts after the event
“Apart from raiding the restaurant for
extra tables in London, there were no
unforeseen problems - much to my
surprise and relief. After requests from all
quarters, [ can honestly say [ would do it
again so I'll see you all at the next show,
OK?”

Mike’s own stand did a roaring trade in
PD/Shareware disks and end of line
commercial software. Copies of the
excellent CAD program Technobox Drafter
were on sale for §24.95 (originally £199
from Silica). If you fancy a Doom style 3D
action game on an ST/STe machine
Destruction imminent at §9.99 is well
worth a look (reviewed in this issue - Ed).

Out went the formal seminars to be
replaced by the massed ranks of the user
groups - power without the price to the
people!

Scotland was represented by Scotland’s
TOS/Atari Group (STAG). Most of the
committee and many members made the
long haul south to Birmingham and a few
even continued down to London. They
manned the UKAAUG stand, collected a
few new members and cemented many
on-line friendships face to face. Al Goold,
STAG chairman added, “I hope rumours of
2 Scottish show next spring materialise”.

A quality exxos scan 01/03/2014

The Wessex Atari User
Group (WAG) were kept
really busy demonstrating
the joys of being on-line to
sceptical off-liners using
their ‘Virtual Website’ and
‘Virtual BBS'. The entire
on-line community have
benefited from their
efforts and people have
already started popping
up on-line since the show.
The System Solutions
stand provided plenty of
staff and machines and
were showing off their
product range to good advantage. MagiC
PC was available for the first time in the
UK and copies of MagiC v5 and NVDI 4
were flying off the stand. Texel was
publicly demonstrated, HD-Driver v6 was
available and a lot of people tried out new
products like Photoline, the Infopedia 2,
the DTP graphics CD-ROMs and the
Ultimate Cubase CD-ROM. Karl Brandt,
co-owner of System Solutions was grinning
like the Cheshire Cat, showing all and
sundry his new baby, the Hades
Super-Atari.
HiSoft (yes they made the shows this

time) finally had Papyrus 4 on sale for
£120.00 with upgrades from Papyrus Gold
costing £39 in exchange for which you get
an A5 20 page manual addendum, update
disk and free Bitstream CD containing 500
TrueType and PostScript fonts.

Titan Designs and Black Scorpion
Software were demonstrating APEX Alpha,
Nemesis and APEX Audio publicly for the
first time. The awesome Afterburner040
accelerator was seen running in
conjunction with Nemesis running APEX
Alpha faster than ever before. Titan has
added UK distribution of Gribnif
software to its ever expanding
1 range of products. David Encill
reported (apart from Nemesis
orders) 14Mb Falcon memory
upgrades were their most popular
product and they ran out of stock
on Saturday. He added “Overall the
shows were a great success which
proved the Atari platform is alive
and kicking!”.

The Upgrade Shop (TUS) were
shifting hardware off their stand at
an impressive rate - they ran out of
hard drives at London.

The FaST club, who attended the
Birmingham show, took the opportunity to
promote Gemulator for laptops enabling
Atari emulation on any PC, running
Windows 95, without additional hardware.
The latest Imagecopy version was selling

well along with a new Calamus font
catalogue produced by Dave Howell,
Nexus Publishing, which looks great but is
probably several years too late to make
any real impact. Copies of ST Applications,
our UK rival magazine sold out by mid
afternoon.

Floppyshop launched Positive Image, an
affordable image editing package for
$49.95 (introductory price £65, normally
£75). The stand was well stocked with
colourfully packaged copies of their other
commercial products and were giving
away copies of their catalogue on recycled
disks.

16/32 had the most comprehensive
selection of games for all Atari
machines. Show specials included
Robinson’s Requium at §25 (normally
£30), Lynx machines for §29 and
Jaguar consoles including Alien
Predator for £59.

The Console Centre sold more
hardware than expected and the Portfolio
club sold out around 3pm in Birmingham.

Merlin have teamed up with Libris
Internet Services to offer Atariphiles a
cosy way onto the Internet from 38p a
day. The deal includes pre-configured
atari Software (PC/Mac support also
available) along with Atari support during
office hours.

It was good to see Sunrise Electronics
offer something to treat seasoned
musicians and newcomers to the delights
of using Atari hardware - and provide
some background music.

Flying in from the states Brad Koda of
Best Electronics performed his usual trick
of turning his tardis suitcase into a stand
full of weird and wunnerful accessories
everyone would buy if only they knew
what half of them did!

And finally after returning to Atari
Computing towers we're left pondering
how best to promote the magazine for the
benefit of all the dedicated people still
actively enjoying the Atari scene, thanks
for your support!€
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Finally the English
release of this acclaimed
word processor reaches
these shores. Denesh
Bhabuta wonders if the
wait was worthwhile...

n the PC platform there’s
O Microsoft Word - probably the

best known word processor in
the universe. It gets updated with
new features and numerous bug fixes
at an alarming rate. However I hardly
ever use or need the new features, it
needs acres of hard disk space and
runs at a snails pace on all but the
fastest PCs.

Currently the only commercial
competitor, still under development,
on our favourite platform is Protext -
and the two programs couldn’t be
more different! Protext is a fast
full-featured word processor which
grudgingly allows GEM to get a foot in
the door. In contrast Papyrus
embraces all the latest GEM
enhancements and offers WYSIWYG
word processing combined with
features traditionally the preserve of
DTP packages. Papyrus bears more
than a passing resemblance to Word
but is more streamlined and capable
of running on the modest systems
most Atari enthusiasts use.

Papyrus is perfectly capable of
creating professional quality

PAPYRUS GOLD v4.0
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documents such as flyers,
brochures, manuals and
even pages for Atari
Computing! It’s packed with
features I actually have a
use for yet remains easy to
use - an admirable
achievement.

This update comes two
years after the last release
and Papyrus will have to
work hard to regain lost
friends - let’s take a tour
round the new features.

Font freaks should enjoy the
Unicode support when used together
with NVDI 4. Unicode allows to
characters above the usual Atari 255
character restriction all the way up to
65535 characters (16 bit). The
previous 240 font limit has also been
removed.

The most visible change (to anyone
runni