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President's Report
Bob Bar ton

I have been in contact ~ith a company in New lork
City on sone ne~ products. T~o of these products I have
purchased and there are other products -I will b~

discussing at our next meeting. Those of you that ha~e the
1289 XL, the 888 XL or an updated 688 XL with 64 Kwill be
most interested in hearing about these n~ products.

• Don't miss it •
Also this Bonth I will be sending a letter to other

Clubs in the Bay Area asking their o~~icers to Beet ~ith

our o~ficers to see about having an Atari Fest. Also,
this ~ould be a good ti~ to discuss how we can iBprove
our Clubs. I ~ould like to get ~e COBRunication going
between Clubs. it'-s tillt that ~ unite all user groups of
Atari in the Bay Area to fOrB a power that Atari can not
Qverlook. • Without us thtre \Could be no Atari •• Atu'i
better watch out, We're Coming.

As for the S.L.C.C. T.V. shON, they are planning to
air the first show in Febuary or Harch. We wish theB all
the very best of luck.

Merry Chr!?tmas
Phil l\1itchell

And what a Christlas It was too. First, Thanks should
be given to sev ral officers who took tile out frol their
holidays to help thOle in our cOllunity less fortunate. The
San Leandro COlputlr Club Ind the Sin Leandro CO'lunity
Library tealed up and prelented a check for $50.00 to the
Davis Street COllunity ~Int.r run by Rev. HOler Richardson.
The cent.r provides Chriltlas ba'kets of food to eligible
falilies. in-Ala.eda County.

Thanks go out to Bill Georg. who did lost of the work
by getting the card, hiving cuatol c.lligraphy done, got the
check, .nd allost single-h.ndedly brought the whole thing
togeth.r. And to President Bob B.rton, and Secretary Phil
"itchell for taking til. out on Chrlltlal Day to personally
deliver the gift ( in the a'n I. I think everyon. involved
got a real feeling of Christlal frol the event. The Davis
Str.et clnter wa, I lectod by the Library, a, the COl unity
charity lost in need.

Treasurer's Report _
___ Nai-Hsien Mao

The financial state of SLCC is in an excellent condition as I
reported to the general meeting in January 1984. Here is the
5Ulbl!larv. As of Deceillber 31, 1983, SLCC had $918.12 in the
checking account. We are expecting $18~ rebate fro. ATARI,
We bought an 800 cOlputer with Basic Cartridge in October
1983 and an 810 disk drive in Nove.ber 1983. Our disk'
librarian Trey Pitru2ello reported that we had an inventory
of about 30~ disks. SLCC has a total assets of about $2008.
Should any ~e;ber want to see the detail report, please
contact mt'.
As you are reading this newsletter, please take a look of
your mailing label. The first line is the expiration date of
your meID~ef5hip. If your lelbership had -already expired or
will expire soon, please renew your DeDbership as soon as
possiblE'.

The S.L.C.C. IUBbers,o-ffiCfrs a-nd-l-lI!ouldYik.-fo
thank Chr i--s Cr-dIAford and the t 0 lIel11bers from Atari ,t1irk
Cator and Bilf Bartlett for taUing time out to visit us.
IJ~ ail lliought they IAfre Fantastic. Thank you again on
behal,f of all -01 us.at fhe I S.L.C.C. I
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available to use with the pen.
AtariArtist used with the Touch Tablet will allow

the user to draw screens in any of 128 colors. It
turns the computer into an art palette.' They also
announced new video games using the characters of
the Tasmanian Devil of Looney Tunes and Captain
Hook from Walt Disney.

The Syn-series of home management programs
that were demonstrated to us by Jon Loveless in
1983 are now being marketed exclusively by Atari.
They include SynCalc, the electronic spreadsheet
program, SynGraph, and the other programs of
the series. I do understand, th04gh, that the
word processor Mr. Loveless talked of has been
scratched. The AtariWriter will be the word
processor. That may be too bad, because Jon
originally said that the Syn-series' word
processor was going to be able to incoroprate all
of the different output from the series and allow
you to include them in your text reports. Maybe
the AtariWriter will. be able to do this.

Finally, Atari announced the 1064 Memory Module
to expand your 600 XL's to 64K. The Atari Translator
is also available to make a large selection of thitd­
party software compatible with the XL computers.

The CES show in Las Vegas was a rather un­
eventful one fbr the Atari boo~h. They were displaying
6ooXL's, 8QoXL's, and 1450XLo's along with some new
software and hardware items. '

Yes, the 1450XLo's are still coming, in 1984, but
right now Jame:; Morgan, CEO of Ata'ri, says "We are
currently focusing our efforts on the 600XL and 800XL
in order to meet the strong deman~.for these two
products at retail." Mr. Morgan added, "The 1450XLD
was exhibited as a demOnstration of the company's'
intent to market a high-e~d computer in 1984, .~lthough
the specifics of such ~ product are currently undeF
review." Specifics of such a product are currently
under review? This probably means it still is on .
hold and we' will still'have to w~it before the final
specifics of the products capabilities are known.

Atari did introduce some ihteresting items. An
electronics laboratory kit· called AtariLab will allow
scientific experiments in the fields of physics and
chemistry. The Light Pen was again intrOduced, that
will allow you to draw designs or write text onto a
television screen. There will be a software cartridqe

----...:-_--

INFO COMP,ILEO BY TOM BENNETT

Ron Seymour
The N.w Year brings a bright
future and also a new editor.

. Iftlffftff

Hello, Iy nile is Ron Sey.our and 1'1 your nell SlCC
N.wsl.thr .ditor. Because of Iy association with Bob
Barton I have ·h.ard alat about the SLCC (all great). When
I told Bob that it walfinally tilt for Ie to join, the
club. I asked ,Bob Ilhat I could do, to get lore involved
with the club.H. told Ie that the position of editor was
llide open. The rest is history, beCause here I sit,
getting r.ady for Ilhat I hope to be a fine year to cOle.

I've ·had Iy Atari for about a year and a half, but I
havi not ul.d it as luch al I should. In Iy opinion, as
all or yours, I think the Atari is the finest cOlputer on
the larket. All thl asplcts frol gales to advancing.y
knollledg. on prograling, intrest Ie. As tile goes by I
hop. to get to knOll as lany of you al possible.

In conclusion, I Ilould jUlt like to say that this is
your newlletter. With your contributions lie can lake this
the best n.wsl.tt.r and club in California. I would like
to h.ar frol as lany of you as possible, Your
subeissions and ideas, Ilill be greatly appreciated, Any
ide.s that you think Ilill I.k, this better, can be called
in directly to onl of the officers or .yself. Sublission
of all articles should b. turned in before the newsletter

--deadline (Feb.-IS •.I. for publica.ti·on in the ~arch issue.
There lias .lso a nlll colu.n that apeared last issue,

the SLCC Interface. This coluln will be used for selling
of cOlput.r it.I., an.w.rfng questions" or pro.blels that
eight .rise. All iteli or questions lust be phoned in
directly to the editor, priot to deadline.

Thank you, and lay this bl the best of lany years, to
COli, for this club. Good luck in the year to COil' for one
and all.'

C.E.,S. Report

From The Editor1s Desk
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.Library/Floppy Update

~ Tr~ Pitruzzello

It was two or three in the ftOl'ninq when I finall':l
stufobled off in .search of fl'j war" bed. As I passed b':l the
0001' to ~ stud:!, I heard IIJ1fled whisPers frt»l within,
and tOOJcj}t I should CJJ il"JYeStigate. The rOOft was dar~.,

. but I could still Be out the fal'iliar faces of the SlCC
Software CcMittee. As the-:! sI'lJffled b':l fte on their wa<j to
the fr(l)t 0001', I saw ftan'j a stooped shoulder arr.l
blood-shGt I!';le, irdicators of their extensive fatigue. The
front 0001' closed quietl'j as the last one too<. his leave,
and now, the rOOft was totall'j dark and silent. I turned to

. leave, but a strange licjlt caucjlt Il'3 e'jl!. I I\ade I'l':l WCl'j

across the rOOft toward the licjlt, and was ver':l Slljlrized at
what I f[Jm~ There. (I) ~ ~, which is usuall'j covered
with dozens· of "iscellaneous diskettes at this title of
I'alth, sat a single diskette! The flopp':l was glowing with
.an eerie blue glow and was ever-so-slowl';l irchirl9 out of
it's sleeve and crawling across the desk, toward the 810
Drive! !

H-j heart raced as the realizati(l) Ci3l"le to lie as to
what this coold be!!! 8';l now the Flopp':l had eased irlto the
flOOth of the BI0, and the door had slaMed stm. The drive
initialized with it's f~iliar whir, and the l'a'Iitor caI\e
alive with brilliant color!!!

Yes, it's true •••••
The latest issue of the SLCC Flopp~of-t.he-tOOth was
lKIfoldif19 before Il'3 eager e'jeS!!!! Let N! share M':l
discoveries with~! !! •••••

lA6~lerlEditorJ

Yes, ';lOIJr ~ do,n't deceive ~. The fact is, I listen to
the club M!f'bers, a"1d last IB!tinq when a Sl'lall grOl~ of
theM cornered N! during the break arr.l asIt.ed for an
asset'lbler/editor, I decided to ~rize theM with ore!! ~

Read the dQclJN!fltati(l) provided on the disk, arid transfer
the three AsNEd· prograf'S to a disk b':l thettselves. The<j
will not work if ~ leave t~ CJ1 the
Flopp~f-t.he-&nth !

JCliffk~

I qet reall':l ext:ited lh!o a SlCC ~r brings I'Iesoftware
~'ve written thew;elves for Sltlftissi(l) to the flopp';l,
and this is just Sldl a progr.... ! Cliff Engle wrote
Cliff!l.e':l, and booJ is it GtGrreeaaattt!! Cliffl<.e':l is· for
the "I hate to t~e" basic prograMer. It iOgeniollsl':!
converts ~ ke';lboard so ~ can t~e nearh'ever';l bas ic
c:oMaOO, with the PU'lch of 9!:! ~! ! Never t~e

Goto,SoIxld,Color,DrMo,Position,etc.etc. again!!! Full·
doct.JN!ntatiro is (I)·the disk! Thri.s Cliff! ~

. ~.

Yoo' I'Ia'j reftef'ber Docgen, frt»l a previous .. issue. This
prograt\ enables ~ to write i~ressiVe. doo.Jtlentaii6n
files to 90 alonq wi1.11 the prOgraf'S·~ subfti t to the
club. Cliffs doc was written in Oocgen forf\i3t, sa I
included it ro this "roths flapp':l for ~ to e~jO':l again!

. 3

JGreat-Mazel -~ - - -

This is the ~t difficult Ime 'IJafte I've ever pla'jed!!!
JJSt follow the pr~ts at the bec:liminq. then wait for
the CFtI ,to irlitialize the /\aze. This takes quite a while,
bl.rt. it's. ,worth W! Use a jO'jStick in port one to ftOYe

throogh the /\aze. To jUPfl frt»l level· to level, set
~ourself over one of the "x's" and push~ fire button.
l1Jpe ~1I can find ':lOU1' wa'j out!!! Good lld!!!

JJetlandl
Last Month ~ had JNiten'jeri, and ~ had to lard the
Cessna at night. I prOl\ised ~ that if ~ did well, I'd
let ~()I.) land the Space Stmtle this IO'lth. Mell, 'Jlll did
rotten! ! ~ So, this IUlth ~ qet to land the 717 J.Mbo Jet
instead!! ~e on garl9~! Do well this tifte, 'and I'll let
~J larld the Shuttle next IO'lth!! .

JtticrotextJ
0.11' search for the "Perfect Plelic ~in bd Processor"
brirrgs us lMicrotextJ this IO'lth. ThOIJcil nOt full~ tested
b'::i this dl.rt.hor, an initial peek suggests that this is a
GGRREEAATTTTT- progral'l!!! Please test it 0IJt for N!, ard
let lie ~now what ~ thinlt.! Full docuN!ntati(l) in (I) the
disk in a "text file", so 90 to the DOS M!OO a"1d "cop':!" it
to the screen or printer.(lf ~ lkra't ~ how to do
this, just as¥" arid ~ shall receive!)
Thar~.s 90 to The Wolves Den BE:S for this one!!

. JPassionJ
This orle will reall':! gr(Xol on ~fol~.s!! !It's llUSic with
graphics. "Oh, big deal", 'jOU SCl'j???? .AJst boot it uP arid
see .for ':lotrrself. It's GGl\1\f<EEEAAATT!!!! It fLlll';l
stretches the fQlJr voices of the Atari, arid the graphics
will ~.eep ':)01.1 ch..cl.lirl9 whenever ';lOIJ see thetl!
Tharh~.S go to TO/'I Bennett and Paul Lew for this ore!
FLASH! IIII

Be on the look-ol.rt. for a Special Edi tiorl i"AJsic Disy..ette
COMir~ ':)Ol)f wCl'j soon~!! It wiU be recorded on both sides,
and I'\Cl'j even be read';l b':l the Februar'j IB!ting!!!!!

lValenlllvJ
The final prograM this l\Oi"lth Ca.leS frOl'l CoMputer liliz-r,id
Jacob E:rown of Riverside, California.(A9E!'eleven) That's
right gang. This is Lovers tb'lth, ar.d the lith is
Valentines Da~. JJst bring ';lour COf'fIuter Widow into the
CoMpIJter ROOM am l'lin this progral'l for her. She's
guaranteed to /\elt into 'jOU1' arMS!! ~!! Thari.s Jacob!!

SlRPRIZE•••SlWRIZE•••stWRIZE
YOI.! retlef'lber that GGGF~MMm b9m Jchl Silver DOS
that was on the Flopp':l 100r or five IO'lths aejO'??!!! Well
':101.1'11 love the lEW 0fWCED REVISED UK .Dfl Sn.1,{R DOS
'.£R. 2.6J. . -- -.- -- --- --

Arid., +, •••• t.,.
YQlJ'll be happ':! to firY.I OIJt that it is the resident DOs or,
this Months Flopp~1-the-Morlth'lll 11111 II ..........

. SEE YOO AT .TI£ ME£TINC~!!! ~! ~!, .

,
--,--- ---------------------



The Game Room On occasion you will run acroll an 'Egg Mave'. You
lust try to coilict thl Iggi b.far. th.y hitch into birdl

Phil /v1itchell thus nkingthe wave .or. difficult to finish.

=-:-=-=-z-=-:-=-=-=-.-.-=-~-._._~_~_._._._.~._=_=_=_=_z-:-:-

DID )"OU KNOU '?...._._.. _._.__. _.__._- --

HIGH SCORE
RASTER BLASTER
POLE POSITION

BUCK ROGERS
JOUST

HEAD TO HEAD
STARLEAGUE BASEBALL

STARBONL FOOTBALL
ARCHON
TENNIS

Best Buys

f Nolan Bushnell, Atlri's founding Flther, originally nl.ed
the co.pany SYZYGY (the sun, loon, and elrth, all in perfect
eclipsel. He rt-nll.d it ATARI bICIU.. Inot"htr cOlpany
owned the rights to the nile SYZYGY.
f BATTLE ZONE progrllltr Ed Ratbtrgl.ft Ahri after he
Mas forced to conv.rt his favoritl. 91.. to ArlY .PICI.
Naled the "K-60 by th. ArlY, it includ.d 30 variltlonl, and
silulations of Russian and AI.rican tlnks. Th. ArlY bought
it for '30,000.
f Code niles have 11 way. b••n big l~ ATARI, there was
·STELLA' the VCS, 'CANDY" the 400 , "COLEEN" the 800, Ind
'PA"' the 5200. And then 'SYLVIA" th. ~200 that WIS nlver
released. All wer. niled Ifter ~el1-lndow.d feille

, I

employees, (except Stella).

WE HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU

N. would likl to h.lr frol III who Ir. int.r'lted in
entering the Vid.Oly.pics Tournllint. You cln stop by any
of the SIS leetingl Ind let us know what kind of gales you
would like to co.pete in lind sign up while you'r. there,
too.

This is i list of the galel b.ing concidlr.d so fir I

This gall off.rs thl cont••tlnt good grlphics ,
concentration, tiling Ind flit refl.xes. You reci.ve a
bonus of fifty pointl eVlry till you Ire di.lount.d Ind Ire
awarded on. rtinclrnation for Ivtry 20,000poinh .cored ,
but don't Wist. th.1 II YOU'll ne.d th.1 liter in th. gal••

There are currently three local computer stores
supporti~g the SLCC with discounts on showing your
membershlp card. 3E Software has monthly specials
that are posted at the store., The Computer Store of

, San Leandro has extended their 10% off offer to
inclu~e,Atari specific'books, and will run through the
month of February. 'The Softwaire Center'also'offers
a 10% discount to members wHh cards.

If you know o( other outlets that will support
the group, contact .one of the officers ..We are also
looking for a regular columnist to take over the
duties of "Best Buys" research.' This is your chance
to contribute to the·Club.

Nith thl Olyipici just Iraund the corner I I'. sure
there ar. I ltit' of peapl. feeling en~rgetic and
co.petitivi. It would be flntastic if co.puter ,g~les
wlrl I part of the cOlpetition , iikl running, or
gy.naitici Just for a la••nt ilagine yoursllf
surraundld by, hundredl of cOlputer fans I all eyes on the
action as you .anuver the player .issile graphics across
the scr.en dodging altlroidl and ene.y firl I on your way
to the Gal d "Idal !! " '

Th. S.L.C.C. is happy' to announce their 'fjrst annual
VideOly.pics Tournal.nt il in the .aking . Here's your
chance to co.pete with otheri in at least two catagories :
H.ad to Hlad AND High ,Scar. co,pltition. Each catagory
will have at least four ga••s to co,plte in. There will
bl qualifying, roundl to dltlrlinl your d\fficulty level
(so even if you don't play I clrtain ga.e too well you
could still win prizes) .

Prize. , you, say?? Y.s ,and lore. The
cOlpetition il op.o to all lelbers and aSlociate .elbers
of the S.L.C.C. only ( I knew there was a catch! I ) • Any
non-Ielb.r who would lik. to co.pete in this tournalent
will neld to, join thl Cul~ b.fore the official ~tarting

date ,which will be announced in I future' GAME ROOM'
irticll. --
, 'Oh , by the way,' I hurd thlt 'JOUST' is bei ng
concidered • Here'~ a little bit of infor.ation for you.

There Ire five types of ene.ies in this gale. The
first three are the oltrich-like birds that differ in
color • Thl red bird is known 15 the 'Bounder' I and that
il about all it does - jUlt flies aroun~y direction.
The second bird il blul and is cOllonly referred to as the
'Hunterl' and actually zone in on you and try to knock you
out of the saddll. Thl lost cunning of the birds is the
grey on.1 known al the 'Shadow Fightlrs' or 'Lords' who
hidl nlar thl Idgll of thl cliffs ind attack you when you
go palt. To attack the birds 1 you lust hit thel with'
th. front of your poll Ind above thlir poll. At that
tile the ,nely bird will 10011 its rider and lay an '99 .
You lust collect thl Iggi ( either by walking accross it
or catching it blfor. it hitl thl ground ). You should
try to collect the egg before it hatches into another
bird, which will happen in a few seconds after it is on
the ground • Anothlr way to dis.ount your opponent is to
land directly ItOP th. bluhd thing. In case you were
wondering •.• thl yellow bird is you and it does not lay
.ggl •

Th. fourth In'ly ( not necc,slarily thl fourth to be
,ncount.rld) ii' the 'Llva D.vil' who will grab anything
that g.tl too' clost to his d~llin • Finally I the lost
hartd .nllY to dill with is th. drlldld 'Pterodactyl' whon
101. purpol' i~ lift is to,r'love you frol the gale. Alas,
he is a v.ry difficult on. to des~roy but not ilpossible. ­
All you ,nlld to do is slite hit in thi, iouth' wi th your joust
pole. Sounds easy I. dOlsn't it? Be'forewarned -- it will
takl 'a lot of practice to 5UCC~S5fully foil the
Pterodactyl 'I attac~s •



OUf Next M~eting
Tom Bennett

Thank you, Chris Crawford, for a superb talk last
month. People are still buzzing about his colorful
presentation. Hopefully this is just the first in a
long line of quality meetings to'come in 1984.

Our,February meeting will be the first "open"
agenda meeting of ,the year, although we have still
made arrangements for presentations. Orange Micro, a
chain of printer stores, has just opened a new store
in Oakland, and have agreed to make a 45 minute talk
on printers. They will demonstrate the different
types of printers now available, as well as inform us
as to what to look for in a printer. We will also have
software'demonstrations made by Kim at 3E Software. If
you have jus~ purchased something you would like to
demo, feel free to bring it.

Looking forward to the future meetings, we have
Fred Thorlen,' the director of the Atari Program Ex­
change (APX); ~peaking in March. We will also be
having representatives from Broderbund Software at our
May meeting. If there are individuals or companies
that you would like to see at our future meetings,
please let me know. This is your club, and you should
have a say as to what you want to be seeing.

I was happy to hear the very positive comments
that Chris Crawford had to say about the good old 800.
His talk revolved around the idea that he felt the 800
is still the best computer for the money on the market
today. His animated style keep the interest up for
everybody, and inspired us 800 (48K) owners.

We have just begun a newsletter exchange with
other ACE clubs around the nation, and you will see
some of their columns, comments, and program ideas in
this newsletter in the future issues. There is a
wealth of talent In ~hose groups, and I know you will
enjoy what they have to offer.

I stopped by the ATARI offices the other day to
see what was going on with the Users' Group Suppoort
Team. Marc Cator was most cooperative in showing me
what types of support publications are available for
free through the customer service toll-free number.
A list of some of the interesting documents are:

OEMOPACS:
#1. Strings and Formatting
#2. Dat?'File Processing
#3. Programming Examples
#4. Atari Color Graphics
#5. Advanced Graphics
#6. Advanced System Features
#7. Some Special Features
#8. Software and Hardware Timers
1200XL SUPPORT MATERIALS:
Agent Re ference ~1anual

H32. 1200XL Software Compatibility Guidelines
H33. 1200XL Peek/Poke Locations
H34. 1200XL Redefinable Keyboard
H35. 1200XL New Graphics Modes
H37. 1200XL General Information
H38. 1200XL Memory Map
There are other publiblications available that

have no reference numbers, but they are: 1025 Product
Update; Getting Started in Assembly Language ~rogram­

ming; Corrections to the DOS II Manual; Atarl Macro
Assembler Information Sheets I & II; Assembler Editor
Errata; Error Messages and How to Recover; Rede~ining

the Function Keys; Transferring ATARI Speed ReadIng
to Disk; Home Filing Manager-Update; Mailing List
Product Update; The Bookeeper; Atari Basic Reference
Manual Updat~; Atariwriter Update; and Atari Logo
Product Information. ,

All of -these,-publications are fre~ and would be
a welcome addition to a~yqne's Atari reference library.
Just call (800) 672-1404 ((800) 538-8543 Outside CAl
and ask them for the publications that you, need.

The Users' Group Support Team is also sponsoring
~ public domain software contest. They are building
a public domain library for use by the ACE groups
accross the nation, and have started this contest as
an incentive for submissions. The contest runs until
February 15 (although Marc Cator said it~ be extended
a bit longer) and has a prize of $60.00 worth of APX
software.... You can get a copy of the rules and entry
forms fwmme (415) 276-4466. There are prizes for
each'of the following categories: education, enter­
tainment, b~siness &professional, finance and record
keeping, personal interest & development, and software
development. Marc said that there have not been many
submissions yet, so if you have some half-decent
program sitting around, why not enter it (and donate
it to our software library).

The Hardware SIG is finally in full swing. Our
first meeting was just a get together to see what
direction we wanted to go in. Our next meeting is
February 15, 8:00 pm at my house, where we will
actually be putting together a write-protect dis­
able switch that will allow you to write to both
sides of your disks, write protect notch or not.
The cost of the switch is about $15.00 which is
about the cost of one of those disk punches. Why
modify a diskette while you can acheive the same
end electronically?

There are currently two types of 810 mods
for this switch. One is a two-position switch that
simply tells the drive that there is a notch on the
disk and'allows you to write to the back side of the
disk. The second modification is a three position
switch (published in the last issue of the ABACUS
newsletter) that allows you to disable the write
protect, run the drive in normal mode, or be in
the write protect mode all times (which keeps you
from mistakenly writing over important data). But
this third option can just as easily be achieved by
putting a write protect tab over the disk. We will
pubHsh the two modifications in future newsletters.

'Atari 1025 owners: A number of you have had a
tough ,time finding ribbons for you.print:rs. You can
use a ribbon for an Okidata 90 serIes prInter. Do not
use ribbons other than these or the Atari.replacement
to prevent unnecessary repairs to your prl~ter head.
The Okidata ribbons are a silicon base, whIle many
other ribbons are oil based, which may cause damage.
Call 1-800-654-3282 for your nearest Okidata dealer,
and where to find tractor feed attachments for the
1025.

HARDWARE NEWS AND RUMORS: Good news for those of
you that own 600 and 800XL's: The expansion box is not
dead. It is apparently still in development. Dick
Hiatt from the San Diego ACE reports that Austin
Franklin is also putting together a expansion box for
the XL series for release in February. Caution Austin,
you better make sure you call Atari support to get some
important information crucial to your product! Call
Earl Rice. The box will sell for about $200.00 with
a built in RS232 and parallel printer port. A disk
controller card and modem card will also be coming
soon. Don Perkins from the SOACE says that the
Astra 1620 (inside joke at Astra, "as good as two
81O's") has gotten over its overheating problem that
caused the power supplies to blowout. It is a
two double density driv~ system.', He also reports that
the Indus drives are very good. ' Indus is apparently
made up of ex-Rana people.

Arthur Leyenberger of the ,Jersey Atari Computer
Group (JACG) reports on the 800 Xl: ,
, "My oniy negative comments stem, from the lack of

a ,chroma output at the video output jack and the
missing +5 volts 'on pin 10 of the' I/O connector. ~he

former makes it difficult to use the Commodore MonItor.
... However, you can cheat and insert the composit~

output of the compute~' intd,,~the chroma input of' the
monitor for satisfactory results."
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Assembly Line
Frank Daniel

HI~ The last time I ventured forth on this hDl lowed
page was last Sept~b.r. At that time I said that I ~Duld

try and make this a monthly happening. Well, 1i ttle did I
kn~ that taking Pol i. Sci. fron a certain Hr. S (ThDse
~ho hav. had him kn~ what I mean) at Chabot woul~ take up
most of my time.

W.ll, enough of history. N~ for the grDup news. The
Ass~bly group has been moving right along. SORe of the
subj.cts ~. have covered have been:

Th. 6582 Hicro Processor and its envirOlllent'
The Atari Operating System
Periphfl'al Devices and Their control.
Interrupts and their uses.
Player/mi ssles

changed by 'SETCOLOR') does not go into effect until the
vertical blank ~hjch is at the botton of the screen (more
about this in later issues). This is WA~ too late for
what ~e want-to do.

Well n~ that'we kn~ h~ to do ~hat ~e want and where
tD dD it, ~e're ready to let our 1ittle routine fly right?
We]l, almost but not yet. You set the sp.ed of the
computer can and do.s cause a probl~. Since it can
change a color faster that a scan lin. can be dr~n on the
screen, ~hat is there to prevent it from happ.ning right
in the middle Df the screen?

FDrtunately there is a r~.dy ior this. There is a
IDcatiDn in memory ~h.re if YOU poke it ~ith any value,
the computer ~ill be stopped until the n.xt horizontal
blank(end of scan 1ine) has occur.d·. What this. lIfans is
that the conputer ~ill ~ait until th. se-n 1ine is not
being dr~n before changing the color r.gister.

Here are the IImary address.s and a simple
demonstration.

To change color registers, vary the sixth nUllber(24).

That's it for this lIonth. Hope to see YOU at the next
lIeet i ng.

Hardware Review

18 FOR 1=8 TO 9
28 READ A: POKE 1536+I,A:NEXT I
38 GRAPHICS 8
48 AFUSR(1536l:REN USE RESET KEY TO EXIT
58 DATA 232,142,18,212,142,24,288,76,8,6,

DECIt~1.

[53271-53273]
[53274]
[54282]

HEX
SD916-$0819
SD81A
SD48A

Playfields 8 thru 3
Backround
Wait for Harz. sync

One of the major problms encountered dur'ing the
neeting was the lack nf bodies at the assenbly meetings'
I an glad to say that this m~nor discrepancy was corrected
at our last _eeting.

I would I ike to say thank you to all the people who
sh~ed up Tuesday, and particularly to Cl iif for that
infornative tutorial on the 6582 chip and a portion of
it's instruction set.

With the ad~ent of the nN year and all the n~\~

Iilembers, both to the club and the Assellbly SIG, it ha;
been decided future meetings ~ill cov.r more of the 6562
processor instruction set. The display 1ist, how to u<;e
it to create a custOrl screen. And PlayerlMissles, ar~

g~s ill they are Jor? (hint--NO ' ~!) Interrupts, h~ to
use processor ·tille to the Nax.

W.ll that's enough oi busin.ss. Other than to ~Entjon

that if yOU are interested in progr~ing in assembly, or
are curious about the ~orkings of the Atari, please drop
by at the next lIeeting.

Now ior salt fun! We a11 have seen the rota t i ng
'rainbow' colors displays 1ike the Atari 10gD on tv. Hav~

you ever ~ondered hw that is done? We 11 ac tua 11 y it i5

quite si.ple after you learn a fe~ concepts.
First is easy to understand. A screen diplay) any

scr'een display, uses at least two haro,.,are color'
registers. All of these registers can be controled by
your progran.

Second, the computer can change the value in the color
registers many thousands of tines a second. As a ~atter

of fact the computer Can adjust a color fastrr that your
tv can put a single scan I ine on your screen l This
abil ity i~ ~h~t ~e use to ~o the rotating colors.

Lastly, it is the haro..are color, registers, not their
shadws that must be changed. Th~ reSOR is that arl)'
change -ade to the shadOA registers (the ones that are

Koala Pad with Micro Illustrator is a'· gr~at ~Iectronic

drawing tool. HOMever it has no provision for using the
finished picture for your OMn progral or to dUlp to your
orinter because the data file is in a specially co.pacted
~or~at nDt cDlpatible with other graphic Pictages such as
Graphic Master or Color Print or Micro Paint. I just learned
from Rav Heince Df Liverlore that there Mere tMO undoculented
[ontrol~ which would cOllunicate with "icro Ilfustrator in
standard bit lap forlat~ With a picture on the screen insert
a formatted disk in dri~e 1 and press ')" key. The picture
shown on the screen will be saved to disk under the file nale
'PICTURE" (62 sectors) .. This file can be loaded by other
graphic programs to add text or to be dUlped to your printer.
Si~ilarly any standard bit lap file can be loaded to Micro
Illustrator if the .file.nale is "PICTURE" by press "(' key.
(Nal-hsien Mao 1/16/84) _ . _



Secretary's_Report
Phil Mitchell

"INUTES OF RESULAR "EETINS
HELD AT SAN lEANDRO COKKUNITY lIBRARY

JANUARY 3,19B3

""'.'"" ••••••,,,•••••••••••••••ff.fff,fffftf.ffffffltl

BIO~ Vic.-Pre.id.nt Bill 6.org. open. leeting, .sks
neN lelber. to introduce thelselv.s and describe their
systels. Introduction of club officerl.
BII0 Nli-shen Kia giVl1 Trellure,' report:
.prox~$900.00 calh in ~lub tr.alury, all.tl cOlprising of
1 At.ri BOO COlput.r, 1 Atlri BI0 disk drivl, .pprox. 300
diskl. $100.00 Itill due to th. club through the At.ri
reb.te progrll.
Bll~ SoftNar. Chair.an Tr.y Pitruzz.llo presents
policy and proc.dur•.concerning.th•. diltribution· of all
club diskl, the current.and Pllt Floppys-of-the-Honth,
Analog lagazin., .nd the n.w T.llcal.unicltions Disk.
Then giv'l bri.f discription of pragrall on the current
F-O-K. . .
BI20 Cillitt. librailn Din Chun b;ginl by giving
congrldulatians to yaung Nathan Hood for g.tting sale of
his Kicropainter scr.ens published in the Nov. Antic
K.gazin., then announc.d n.. additi~nl to·th. cassette
library, avail~ble to club 1.lb.rs.
B:25 Frank Daniels givel brief report about the
K.chine l.ngu.ge sp.cial-interest-group (SISI. "ike
SaNley reported on pragrlss lad. by the Basic (SIGI on
thlir advlnture gale proj.ct:
8:30 Progr'l Chairlan Tal Bennet introduces three (3)
repr.sen.tivis fro. Atari. Chris Cr'Nford, frol G.le
Research, .Kark Cator, fral User Group Support, .nd Willial
Bartlett frol Product Div.lopl.nt.

Th i s ~as the. bes t Pr esen 'ta t,i on
the SlCC hal .ver had, Chril CraNford Nas FANTASTIC both
Nith his Ihowlanlhip, and hil inforo.tion, Sp.aking .bout
.dult cOlput.r lubjectl in a w.y that k.pt the younger
crowd intlrelted. I Nent away f.eling I learned alot frol
thil I••ting. -
9:30 Break. FloppiJ5 laid, and a Nhole lot of things
happening all at one til•• (you h.ve to be there to
.ppreciah HI.
10100 V.P. r'ltartl lifting by announcing Honorary
"elbershipl in.th. slec for our 3 GU.stl frol Atari.

.1010~ Pr.lid.nt Bob Barton actually got up .nd talked
.to the 1.lb.rlhip, canc.rning the clubs nlN TV shaM
project and alk.d for th. h.lp of anyone interested in

'producing a caepute, Ihow on callunity-acc.ss ch.nnel 3
·her. in San leandro. If interested, vorenteers .re still. . .
needed.
10:15-10130 6 neral Ibd.1 and BSS discussion Nith
several club-'llb rs who run'Atati 8.B.S. 's
10130 "Imbership Dil.illed.

_fflflffff.lff••fffffff.'ftfff
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"No thanks, Miss Lee. til waitfor the
electronic version. "

fffftff'tfffff'f'fffff'f"f"'ffif'

MAGAZINE DRIVE TIME

At this tile sever.l COlputir IIglzin,s hive offered us
discounts on subscriptions. these I,e:

ANAL06 •••.•..•.•••••4.00 DISCOUNT
POPULAR CO"PUTIN6 •• $2.S0 DISCOUNT
BYTE "AGAZINE•••••••3.S0 DISCOUNT
"ICROCO"PUTING•.••• $3.00 DISCOUNT'

No anSHer frol either Crl.tiv. COlputing, or Co.pute
(but ['Ii keep trying). And. DIRECT turn dONn frol Antic,
It seems they feel they're too big to hlv, to help the th,
users groups (no Christ'll Ipirit therel, "Olt off.rl
require a 10 subscriptlon lililu. order, prepaid, lign-up
sheet should appeir it th~ next general I'lting.

fllff'f'fl'f"II""f,.'tf'tt't"'f'

PIRATES CORNER

AHOY, THERE YEE SKURVY DOSS, YE BE SAYN' YR TIRED 0'
TRVIN TA SCUTTLE DOES ANTI-PIRATIN SCHE"ES? WELL KE, AN KE
"ATEIES SE S"ARTER THAN THAT, HAR, HAR,!

WE BE TAKN DE" FLOPPY DISKS AND XEROXING DE", AYE, TWO
BITS (25 centsl INTO THE PHOTO COPIER AT. THE LOCAL DRUG
STORE AND YOU'LL HAVE ALL THE BOOTY YE WANT. ONLY THERE BE
ONE "OR PROBlE", "ATE, YR STILL KISSN THAT DOCU"ENTATION
HAR, .

PLAN '2 BE AS"AlL BIT ·BnTER•••• NE CALL IT YEE OlDE
BROADSWORD WITH THE SKI "ASK OVER XOUR HEAD TRICK, AYE.
ALONG WITH FREE SOFfwARE YE BE "AKN LOTS 0' TREASURE.
(WARNINGl PIRATlN' BE AFEDERAL OFFENSE: HARHAR !

YO HO FOR NON, KATES . .
SHORT J~HN AlUKINIU" (pirate).
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1•••• REM ---------------------
U8U REM-
1••28 REM -- BLINI:ING CURSOR
1.148 REM--
1••7. REM ------------------------
l ...e. REM--
1.89. REM -TO LOAD MACHINE UNG.:
I.U. REM -SIMPLY HAVE A GOSUB
1.111 REM --3.... IN YOUR PROGRAM.
1.12. REM-
1'13' REM --------------~--------
U14. REM--
1.15. REM --TO BLINI:-BLINJC-BLINI::
1.16. REM -TO START THE CURSOR
1.17. REM --BLINKING, SIMPLY PUT
1.18. REM --THE FOLLOWING STATE­
1.19. REM --MENT IN YOUR PROGRAM: .
1.288 REM --'CURSORaUSRliS36)'
112 U REM --AND THE CURSOR WILL
1.22. REM --BLINI:-BLINI:-BLINI:!
1.23. REM --
1.24. REM ----------------~-~-----

3.188 RESTORE 3....
31811 FOR 1-1536 TO 1567:READA
3182. POlE I,A:NE%T I
3..3. RETURN
3••48 DATA 114,162,6,16',11,169,6,32
3..58 DATA 92;228,96,165,28,118,243,2
38868 DATA 111,243,2,186,1'6,116,116
3••78 DATA 46,243,2,46,243,2,",95,228

"Hey! I just msde ttIe sportscaster sock ttIe .nchotmsnl"

. Th~5 nst IIchint lillQUiCJe IUbrIllUne frQl Keeping Pace
In PI ttsburctl uk" YO\r curlOr' lllink Ii kl cruy in BASIC.
The REft stab_Its 1111 Ilpllin t.tlt UII of this prOCJr••

B_a_S_IG_ln_fo_-------1Programming Tips
Michael Sawley

There were s~ral new f~~s at the last M~eting of t~

BASIC GrOl.Ip. Thi?se folks car.e QI.lt becat.tse of conver­
satiorlS I had with t~ at the ..ain ~tirl9 in Jar~.lar'j.

The'j had~ questiorlS aboJt their COI'lPuter, and wl;!rl;!
loaf,ing for s~ to talk with b.~ didn't kr~,who to
turn to. I asl!,ed t~ to COMe to the P.AS!C Group to look
for help. ~ were a little hesitant, feelir~ that the
P.ASIC GrOl.1p was a little too advar~ for theM ar~ did not
want to interrupt the grOlIp b<j asking el~ntar~

qLlestions. This i'5 not the case. If ~I.t are in a c:iMilar
situation, then the P.A.SIC Group soo.tld be of help to 'jOI.'!

In "'3 last collMl, I said we would taU_ aooJt strirlrts
in the Jamar':J ..e~ting. That is ir~eed wh~t we did.

Astring is a grOl~ of characters, These characters
can be an'jthing e:<cept ql.lotation Marks (") and the Carriage
RetLlrn. ~ quotation Marks and not legal because Atari.
BASIC L~ t~ to Mark the beginning ar~ er~ing of the
string. Going to Olrr reference prograt'l, At:Iventure in the
5th Oi~ion (ADS), two of the strir~ are:

"YOIJ don't haY!:! that."
"(t.~,"

Notice that tl'P- strings are I'Iade LIP of letters (both
tipper and lower case), YOI.I can P1.rt nt.t~rs arid spe~ial

characters, as well as control characters irl ':Jour strings,
P€fore L~ir~ strings, 'jQI.I ~.~t tell the coMPuter a few

things ato.~~; £r.e thing is the na..e ~u are gQing to
use for each string. The nar.e I'll.~t start l.Ii th a capital
letter ar~ er~ with a dollar sign ($), After the fir~t­

capital letter, ':JIlIJ can haY!:! afI'::l capital letter ':JOI) l.Iarlt l

ar~ the nafle can be Lip to 120 characters, AD5 uses the
following naMeS for the above strings:

D~"YQI"I don't have that."
(l{$="(t.a~:lt"

The other thing !:1O'.I ....~t tell the cOMPuterabOtJt 'jour
strings is ho~ ....~ space will be used b'j theM. The DIM
state..ent does that for 'jou. The forl'lat is as follows:

DIM [)H$(ZO)
DIM ()($(S)

For om, the COflP~er sets asi~ twent'j 8-bit b':jtes of
RAM for use b'j OHS. There is nothing put in the string b'j
the DIM State..erlt, Mel'lOr'j is sil'lpl'j reserved for the
string. YOI.I can DIM all 'jQI.rr strings on the saMe Iir~ and
save ':JOI.rrsel f SatE t'jping b<j I.~ing the COMa (,).

10 DIM OH$(ZO),OKS(S)
After the strings have sor.e Mel'lQr'j reserved for t-hel'l,

'jQIJ can go ahead and define t~. Atari P.ASIC has several
wa':JS of defining strir~. YOll can I.~e the LET (or iMplied
LET> stater.ent such as:

10 LET DHS:"YOIJ don't ha~ that."
10 (l{$="lJc.a~." ,(1Jlplied LET> .

Another wa':1 Atar'i P.ASIC lets~J define strin']s is with
the REAl> and DATA statel'lents. AD5'IJses,thisl'lethod qlJite-a
bit and WI? shall have ItOre to s~ aooJt this in Febl'l.lartl,
Don't ..iss it, and don't forget to 'check the calerldar in
back of the JOtirnal for til'le/place info.
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S.L.C.C. Interface
Thp SLCC Int.rfacp is our monthly 'input-output"

colUAn in ~~ich you nay ask those technical Questions and
g.t th•• answered, nak. a short cmunt on club relat~d

issues, or buy-sfll in itt.. This is not available to
connercial outlets.

All ttchnicil qutstions nay bt addressed to FranK
Oanitl at 632-7181.

'We're gonna have a computer whiz
for a kid. Jjust heard him say Da­
Ta.' ..

San Leandro Computer Club

Journal
15614Calgary St:, San Leandro, CA

94579

NEXT MEETING:

February 7 8:00 pm
San Leandro Community Library

SPEAKER:

r4.\'-~0 ' m'·
4 ' range:: I,(ro
~ PRINTER STORE

··CDmPCIt~ PrInter .5f»c,._srs-·

I ate too man_v chips at the party
last night'

1he S,L.e.C ~ishes to congritulate and .xtend a ~a~m

greeting to the foll~ing n.w ntnbers:

Stpve Halford Cindi Heller Stevt Koepkt
Jeff Veach Denzil Tipps Richard Stithl

Ray Card.nas Jr. Lazaro Cardtnas "Royl e Langton
Lois Hansen Paul Gifford David H. Ronan
Bert Van Roekel Dill' Harder Oavt Ruth

Ronald C. Stymour Corky Cook John Hanning
Paul Kr'oll Diana Buudrr Art Bohart

D
TO:


