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P.O. Box 811 - Elyria, Ohio 44036

800-535-4290

3

Tech Info & Fax 216-926-3842
9AM- 9PM EST CALL FOR CATALOG

Complete with the following
features

* on/off switch up front

* removable power cord

* fan

* mounting hardware

* SCSI cable for 2 drives

* Expandable holds 2 drives *

* SCSI thru optional

ST1096N 3.5" 8SMEGS 24MS-$359
QUANTUM 3.5" 52MEG 17MS - $279
QUANTUM 3.5" 105SMEG 19MS - $369
QUANTUM 3.5" 168MEG 15MS - $625

SYQUEST 44DRIVE& CARTRIDGE-$429
EXTRA 44 meg CARTS- $80ea
SYQUEST 88DRIVE&CARTRIDGE- Call!
EXTRA 88 meg CARTS- Call!

CONMTPUTTRIRS
1040 STE- $399 520STE- $339
STE SIMMS 1meg each - $50

MEGA STE computers- CALL!!
SM124 mono monitor - $170
SC1435 14" color monitor - $349
PORTFOLIO - call !!

IVIODENIS
Supra 2400 baud - $94 w/MNPS - $119
Supra 2400 Plus- $149 Modem cable - $7
Zoom 2400 baud modem - $74
Zoom 2400 V.42bis- $155
Zoom 9600 w/V.42bis- $429

Master 3S - $129
Master 3S-D(has track indicator)-
Master 5S (5.25") - $199
Atari SF314 - $139
ension ¢cable 6 ft - $

* 20 MEG 28MS- $459
* 30 MEG 28MS- $479
* 52 MEG 17TMS- $499
85 MEG 28MS- $539
* 85 MEG 24 MS- $579
* 105 MEG 17MS - $589
* 168MEG 15MS - $845
* 210MEG 15MS - $920

* Can go in new 3.5"Hd case for $35 less
SYQUEST 44MEG REMOVABLE- $629

Z-Ram - 2.5 or 4 megs - $8
(Board w/chips 2.5Megs- $181 4 Megs- $277)
Z-Ram/2.5- 520 ST-2.5Meg - $75
(Board w/chips 2.5Megs- $171)
Z-Ram/Mega II- 4Megs - $75
(Board w/chips- $171)
1 Meg 80ns Chips $6.ea
JRI Memory Board(uses simms)- $99
SIMMS 1meg each - $50

AdSpeed- $239
Adspeed STE- $249
Blitz cable w/software - $46.95
Cleanup ST - $25
D.E.K.A. interface- $95
Drive Master - $32
DVT-VCR hd backup - $69.95
Flashdrive case- $139
Flat Bed Scanner - $799
HP Deskjet 500 printer - $559
ICD Advantage Plus w/clock - $93.77
ICD Advantage (no clock) - $83.77
50pin SCSI dual drive cable 18" - $10
ICD Advantage Micro (Mega’s) - $77
Lantech Local Area Network- $299
Mega Touch Springs - $9.49

hipping Info: Free shippir
continental USA. APO & FPO
Unternational: Actual freight.

$124.952

3.5"Hx I5"W x 15"

52 MEG 17MS & 44 - $909
88MEG 28MSEC & 44 - $948
85MEG 24MSEC & 44 - $988
105MEG 19MSEC & 44 - $998

168MEG 15MSEC & 44 - $1254
210MEG 15MSEC &44 -$1329
DUAL 44MEG SYQUEST -$1058
DUAL 88MEG SYQUEST -call!!
For 88meg Removable & HD
combinations add $150
Call for other combinations!

Migraph Hand Scanner(w/Touchup) - $249
Monitor Master - $32
Monitor Stand (adjustable) - $14
Monitor Stand w/power switches - $45.95
Mouse Master - $26 Mouse mats - $5
Mouse (Atari) - $48
Mouse (Golden Image) - $37
Mousestick (Gravis)- $65
Multisynch Monitor (Acer) - $439
Ommniswitch - $79
Panasonic KPX-1124 24pin - $299
PC Speed- $199
AT Speed(16MHZ version)- $369
Speed Bridge (Mega or STE) - $65
Spectre GCR(cart)- $215
Printer or Modem Cable - $7
Star NX1001 9pin printer - $160
Star NX-2420 24pin printer - $279
STitime (under rom clock) - $43
Supercharger W/1Meg - $419
Supercharger Power Supply - $26.95
Synchro Express - $79
TC Power (software for IBM emulators) - $39.95
Trackball Kraf)- $59
Turbol6 Accelerator - $257
Tweety Board - $27
Universal Printer Stand - $13
-$34.95

ool



Micro Computer Depo

Alari’s largest dealer in the soulh east. We are Sales and Service aulborized
Jor the complete Atari line. Call for current pricing on all machines.

Atari Hardware

520STE $349.95
10408TE $399.95
MegaS1E/2 $1,299.95
MegaSTE/4 $1,399.95

SF314 DS/DD $169.95
SC1435 14" Color $379.95
SM124 12" Mono $169.95

SLMG05 Laser $1,149.95
Drum Kit $189.95

‘Toner Kit $29.95

FA-ST Hard Drives

FA-S1T 40 MB $553.95
FA-S1° 80 MB $604.95
Fa-S1 130 MB $689.95
FA-ST 212 MB $946.95
FA-S1° 340 MB $1284.95
FA-ST 1.2 GB $2499.95

We only use quality 1CD cases,
power supplies, and bosl
adapler Rils wilb Maxior

drive mechanisms for
maximum reliabilily.

Accessories

Golden Image
Optical Mouse
Opt/Mech Mouse
Master 3SDD/FDD
Migraph Hand Scanner
w/Easy Draw & ‘louchup
Monitor Master
Mouse Master

$89.95
$44.95

$179.95

$289.95

$44.95
$39.95

Replay VIII Sound Sampler ¢139.95

DEKA.

Entertainment

Captive

Curse of the Azure Bonds
Defender 11

ELF

GODS

Heroe! Vapid’s Keep
Flight of the Intruder
I-15 Strike Eagle 11
Knightmare @wesome!)
Lemmings

Loopz

Megatraveller 1

Metal Mutants

Railroad ‘lycoon

Sim City/Populous Pack

Chitd’ s Play

Magic Storybook
Mickey’s Runaway Zoo
Goofy’s Raailway Express
Sesame Slreel

Numbers Count

Letters for You
Math Blaster

$89.95

$44.95
$38.95
$38.95

$29.95
$29.95
$25.95

We import many European tilles.
Call for weéekly specials.

224 O’Neil Ct. Suite 14
Columbia, SC 29223

No surcharge for credit card orders.
Free shipping on all orders above $100!

1-800-845-3070

Storc/Order Iours
Tucs-Fri 9:00-6:00
Sat 10:00-4:00

Productivity”

BES'I’ Business $269.95
Calamus $199.95

Qutline $199.95

Font Editor $74.95
Data Manager Pro $114.95
DBMAN V $159.95
Informer 11 $79.95
Pagestream $179.95
Phasar 4.0 $69.95
Pro Data $109.95
Word Flair 11 $109.95
Word Perfect $164.95

00, @
Utilities
Double Click
DC Desktop
DC Shower
DC Utilities 2.0
Codebead
Codekeys
Hotwire
Lookit/Popit
Maxifile
Multi-Desk Deluxe
Utilities
Diamondback 11
Harlekin 2
UIS33
Gribnif
Cardfile 3
Neodesk 3 .
STalker
STeno

Programming

Devpak ST $99.95
Devpak TT $199.95
HiSoft COBOL C/PM  $84.95
FI'L Modula-2 $149.95

WERCS $79.95 |

FORTH $69.95 |:
Prospero C $129.95
Mark Williams C $144.95
High Speed PASCAL  $143.95
Ultimate Ripper $89.95 |
GFA BASIC and call for |
Companion Products current [

pricing
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Atari COMDEX Press Releases

Here are complete reports on some of the new products
introduced by Atari at Comdex ’91: the STBook Notebook PC,
three new 386 PCs, and a UNIX developer’s kit for the TT030.

by Atari Corp.

Atari at COMDEX 91

A quick survey of some of the highlights at the Atari Booth:
Goldleaf, PageStream 2.01, Calamus SL, Avant Vector,
Arabesque, ConVector, Prism Paint, ViewTouch, and the Hotz
Box.

by Bill Yerger

ChromaCAD

Here is an indepth look at this incredible new 3-D modeling
system for the Atari 8-bit computer that let’s you start
exploring the third dimension.

by Rick Reaser
Squeezing the Beauty Queen, 2

The 8-Bit Alchemist completes his explanation of how
hardware buffs can beef up the power supplies for your 8-bit
Atari. .

by Ben Poehland

The cover:Will there be an Atari under your
Christmas tree this year? After all, if you want
multi—tasking, just buy another computer and there
won’t be such a long wait to get to the computer.
Photo by Mike Heininger, copyright 1991.

The Christmas clip art on these two pages comes from CN disk #600D:
Christmas Scenes No.1.
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Fom the Editor's Dest
by Joe Waters

If there is anything that can be said with certainty about
the computer market, it is that there is no certainty. Atari
owners end this year wondering what fate has in store for
1992. It’s not clear that owners of other, more mainstream,
computers face the new year with such uncertainty, but the
producers of those mainstream computers do. IBM, Apple,
Compaq, Next—all have had major setbacks and have been
forced to pare back their labor force. Although “IBM compat-
ibility” dominates the U.S., IBM computers do not; IBM has
continued to see its market share decline. Once loyal Apple
employees are picketing their “former” employer. Compaq
has experienced a $70 million loss and the forced departure of
CEO Rod Canion. Next Inc. recently laid off 30 employees (5
percent of its workforce).

The country is in a recession and the computer industry
is in a slump. Computer manufacturers are having a hard
time, but the recession only accounts for some of their
problems. This industry has been built on name brand recog-
nition. “I just bought an IBM.” “I have a COMPAQ.” “My
APPLE is terrific.” But there are several forces working
against vendor—specific, name—brand products.

The first force is competition. A PC—clone has become a
“generic” product. Almost any run-of-the-mill clone can do
exactly what the high-end IBM or COMPAQ computers do.
So why pay the higher price for the brand name? Most people
find little reason to do so and, therefore, buy the clone. The
shares of the “big” companies continue to fall.

Another major force acting on computer manufacturers is
integration. Individual departments in major companies
brought in loads of PCs in the past few years. Now businesses
find that they have a big investment in PCs and want to start
seeing some benefits. One of the most important benefits oc-
curs when you link all these computers together. But that
means all these strange computers have to be able to talk to
each other. Normally, computers from different companies
can not communicate with each other; they can not share
data; they can not run the same programs.

But, if “standards” are adopted, and if the computer
manufacturers abide by the standards, then disparate machines
can be networked together. And that is precisely what indus-
try wants. With standards, each department can use the kind
of computer they find most advantageous and yet the whole
company can still communicate. Vendors that stress propri-
etary systems are rejected for those that offer “open systems.”
Nobody wants to get locked into one specific vendor.

So, there is the dilemma for computer manufacturers. If
they build systems that fit in with everyone else, if they adhere
to industry standards, then they can be integrated into corpo-
rate networks. But, since other manufacturers also adhere to
the standards, it is difficult to lock customers into purchasing
your specific equipment. Make your equipment unique and
you will be shunned by the market; make your equipment ge-
neric and anyone can replace you.

So, how does this tie into Atari? Atari’s ST line is a
unique product. It has many advantages, but it is not main-
stream and owners cannot take advantage of mainstream soft-

ware (or mainstream prices of peripherals). Atari computers
can not easily be networked with any other kind of computer.
If Atari insists on staying unique, it will continue to see a hard
road ahead.

But Atari may have a different strategy in mind. At
COMDEX, Atari announced (again) the introduction of a line
of PC—compatible computers. Atari dealers will now have
two kinds of “Ataris” to sell. Atari owners, who may have
been thinking of moving to a PC platform, can do so and still
be “Atari” owners. The new PCs are very powerful machines.
Will they be able to emulate an ST? (Remember Darek’s
Gemulator that will do just that?)

Another thing Atari announced at COMDEX was a
UNIX developer’s kit for the TT. The U.S. market has several
“mainstreams.” UNIX is one of them. That kit offered devel-
opers the chance to develop software for the TT that is in con-
formance with a number of “standards.” These standards al-
low software for the TT to run on other platforms and, simi-
larly, software developed for other machines could be run on
the TT. Indeed, a program running on the TT could have the
same “look and feel” as one running on your Atari PC.

Imagine in 1992, you run a small business. You have an
ST and a Mega. You also purchased one of the new Atari PCs
and a TT. All of these machines are linked together in a single
network with your TT as a “server.” You have an Atari laser
and an HP laser on the network and you can print to either
from any machine. You can run PC software or ST software
or MAC software. You can pass data from one platform to the
next. Farfetched? Maybe. Maybe not. Stay tuned.

The ST Connection is the only publication dedi-
cated to providing news and information on Atari |
ST public domain and shareware programs.

QUICKVIEWS & UPDATES
MONTHLY FOCUS FEATURES
PROGRAMMER PROFILES
& Our Popular CURRENT VERSIONS List
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!!

ST Link

Your CONNECTION to
the Atari ST Desktop
Publishing Environment

CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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I L&Y Electronics
M%m)g 643-1729 " ATARI SERVICE AUTHORIZED
FAX 7082943663 13644C Jeff Davis Hwy. SINCE 1982
MON.~SAT. 9:30am — 6:30pm Woodbridge, VA 22191 NO CREDIT CARD
Closed Sunday
Prices Subject to Change
In Stock Only
SALE ENDS Jan. 31, 1992 7/”
whe LEY <
ST Selections SA : &
oppin op on
00* 520 ST or 1040 ST PP p on your
2.5 Meg Upgrade INSTALLED $260.00 CA . w /‘ 1
4 Meg Upgrade INSTALLED $36000 ristmas (7 olwlo
*Price varies to Ram Prices
old style 520 ST71040 Boards A
OSPECIAL 1040 STe $379.99 ﬂappy ﬂoﬂc[agd ﬁ-om
00520 ST Upgrade to1 Mb Installed  $12500
Please Ask About Guarantee tL & ) Z)& ,
0520 ST or 1040 STe with monochrome e a a .
with color CALL
01128k ROMS for Mac $249.99
ORS232C or Centronics cable $9.99
OMaster Double Sided Drive $129.99
OSupra 120 Mb Hard Drive $559.99
DSupra 50 Mb Hard Drive $39900 G
S o Ynx Games
DSupra $4mb Cort HD Drive 9%  OGates Of Zendocon, Electrocop  $24.99
b $69: Blue Lightning, Chips ChallengeStime World  Artic Fox Night Work
D Toner Cart for 804LP sheon0  CIKiax Xenophobe $2999  Balyhoo Obliterator
C1Supra 24008 Modem $9500 Zarlor Mercenary, Paper Boy, A.PB. Black Lamp Perfect Match
OAd s° 1ST or ST: $22500 War Birds, Turbo Sub, Scrapyard Dog Boulder Dash Const. Kit Phantasy, II, Il
D) Atort Laser Printer Drum $14999 Ishidg Roger Captain Fuzz President Flect
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ega STe ! ve  $ Crash Garret Project N
[14 Mega STew50mbHD Drive ~ $135000 ClLarge Carrying Case $1999  Dark Se Ql?:thbn?mne
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Super Video Raves

Hello Ben,

Just finished reading Part 2 of the
“Super Video” article in Current Notes.
You have provided your readers and us-
ers of the XL with an unusual twist in
terms of improving/upgrading the
8-bit, or for that matter, any other com-
puter. Nearly unheard of in my experi-
ence, making major improvements by
just adding a few things and removing
nothing. Nothing like a little alchemy to
get something done, is there?

Wishing you good health, contin-
ued excess (Whoops!)- success, and very
best wishes, friend Alchemist.

Gary Matteson
Norfolk, NE

Hello Ben,

Well, I haven’t used the ol’ 8-bit in
quite a while, but after reading about
your Super Video mod in Current
Notes, I just had to try it (I always love
a good hardware mod). I put it together

and it works great! I just had to write to
say “Good Job” on the articles and info.
They were the best set of mod instruc-
tions I have followed yet! (And I've read
quite a few) Nice sharp diagrams and
pictures. Keep up the good work.

Now that my 8-bit is back in the
limelight, ’'m thinking about adding
memory to it.

Bill Hutchison
Green Bay, WI

Dear Alchemist,

I’'m a longtime 8-bit Atarian and
have subscribed to Current Notes for
several years now. I was about to let my
subscription expire when you became
the 8-bit editor. Your writing changed
my mind, and I renewed my subscrip-
tion. Since then I have enjoyed reading
every one of your articles. Before that,
the only items I looked forward to read-
ing were the 8-bit reviews, “Small
Miracles,” and occasionally “Small
World.” It’s renewal time again, and I
intend to extend my subscription for

two more years, hoping that you con-
tinue your interesting articles.

I’'m looking forward to your re-
build of the Type I Atari power supply
as hinted at in the November 1990 is-
sue. I hope it can deliver at least
1500mA because I have a hardware
project in the works that may need it. |
also wanted to express my interest in an
appendix to the XE and Taiwan XL
computers, as these are the very ma-
chines I have. Thank you and keep up
the great work.

Jim Thompson
San Diego, CA

The Alchemist Responds:

With reviews like these I feel like a
heel for departing CN, but under the
circumstances [ just have no other
choice. After a fire on November 3, my
house was trashed, and reconstruction
is an all-consuming priority.

At least Fate granted me enough
time to make good my promise to re-
build the Type I supply. Savor the No-
vember/December issues for the
Squeezed Queen, Jim. And yes, my
Type 1 supply rebuild delivers more
than enough juice for your require-
ments: a solid 2000mA.

Sam Thompson
Sounds Uniimited

7415 W. 78th Street
NYC,NY 10024

Jenniter \Nh‘\\n§ e
457 Ho\lywoo! -
\Los Angeles, CA 94154

Beat the Price Increase!

Tracker/ST ©3.0 at the old ©2.0 price.

Fight inflation. Get a great deal. More for your money. Save a
few bucks. However you put it, this special offer for Tracker/ST
version 3.0 is a true bargain. You get the brand new release of
Atari’s leading mailing list and mail merge program, for the old
price of only $79.95. And that’s list price we're talking.

On January 1st, the price rises to $99.95.

Of course, even at £99.95, Tracker/ST is a steal. Its advanced
new features include a duplicate name warning system (no more
accidental duplicates in your mailing lists), telephone dialing,
the ability to move names between two open mailing list files,
unlimited filtering (for super-targeted form letters, labels, and
reports), and more. Plus, all the original features that have made
Tracker/ST the obvious choice in mailing list software: Super-
easy setup (just load-and-go), up to 9-across mailing labels, full
support for all laser printers, the DeskJet and the BubblelJet, the
ability to store an unlimited number of names, the world’s
easiest mail merge system, and on, and on...

So hurry, and get Tracker/ST v3.0 at the v2.0 price.
This special offer ends on December 31st, 1991.

Step Ahead Software + 496-A Hudson Street, #739  New York, NY 10014 « 212-627-5830
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I’'ve had many inquiries on Super
Video for the other 8-bits: 600XL, Tai-
wan 800XL, and XE machines. I'm
grateful to Rich Link for pointing out
to me that direct video output in the
600XL was deleted during production,
although the board is screened for the
same video output design as the 800XL.
That opens the possibility of building
direct video output into a 600XL from
scratch, with all the correct value com-
ponents and no compromises (@ deli-
cious thought!). At the WAACE Fest in
October, I had the opportunity to make
an A/B comparison of a Super Video
800XL vs. a stock XE and confirmed
my suspicions that the XE could indeed
be improved, though not as dramati-
cally as the XL.

The spirit of The Alchemist is
willing to tackle these projects and
present the fruits of research to the
faithful. However, I’'m afraid there are
two major impediments. First, I don’t
own a Taiwan 800XL, a 600XL or a
130XE and can’t justify the expense of
purchasing them. Second, I anticipate a

minimum of six months before my

home, and my life, are back to normal.
Ben Poehland
Frazer, PA

pc ditto on an STe

Dear Editor,

This is a follow-up letter to the one
published in the October issue of Cur-
rent Notes. | had a question as to how
to get pc ditto I to run on an STe. The
machine informed me that the software
would not run on a foreign machine.
Quite by accident, I discovered that pc
ditto WILL run. Remove any AUTO
folders from your pc ditto disk. Then
use the auto run feature of 1.4. Pick pc
ditto program, install application from
menu, choose AUTO and save desktop.
This works, though I could not tell you
why. It works for floppy disk; I don’t
know about a hard drive. It seems that
pe ditto runs just the slightest bit faster
on an STe, but that may just be my per-
ception of things.

I hope that this is a help to others
who may use pc ditfo on occasion.

This solution may work for other pro-
grams that will not run from an AUTO
folder.
Donald Proctor
High Point, NC

Dear Joe,

In response to the letter from Don-
ald Proctor, High Point, NC: I have
found that deleting, or making the com-
mand line a remark instead, the com-
mand line PCDSETTD from my au-
toexec.bat file will allow my 1040STe
with 4Mb to run pe ditto I just fine (so
far). I also deleted (commented out) my
following “ASSIGN A=E B=G” com-
mand at the same time. It appears the
drives are still seen as originally set
anyway. (Drive C: is the primary hard
drive and A & B the two floppies.) So,
perhaps the setup instructions in the pc
ditto manual can be ignored somewhat.
Hope this helps Mr. Proctor.

By the way, I'm a new subscriber
to Current Notes, but not a new reader.
I finally got around to obtaining an ex-
cellent mag the easy way.

Daniel McAndrew
Bel Air, MD

3.
SPREADSHEET

By Frank Schoonjans

3D-CALC is a true 3-dimensional spreadsheet with an
integrated editor and programming language, graphics and
extended statistical functions.

The main features of the program are:

CALC

$39_95

i
T
!

* 3 Dimensional - 13 Pages x 2048 rows x 256 columns.

* 3 Spreadsheets simultaneously in memory, 3 windows
can be opened per spreadsheet.

* Works in Mono or Colour in high or medium resolutions.

* Full version requires 1 Meg. of memory but includes a
reduced feature version to run on a 520 ST with only
half a Meg. of memory.

* Integrated text module with data export from the
spreadsheet allowing formatted data output, mail-
merge, label printing etc.

* Integrated 3D-CALC programming language accepts
input from a terminal.

* Graphics module includes bar and line diagrams, pie
chart, multiple bar and line graphs, stacked bar graphs,
function graph etc.

* TT Compatible.

* Enhanced statistical analysis including averages and
distribution parameters, scatter diagram with best fitting
curve, regression and correlation, T-tests, Wilcoxon
tests etc.

* Extended database functions

* Includes 3D-CALC spreadsheet accessory and text
accessory.

* Easy to use intuitive GEM interface.

* Reads Michtrons Personal Finance Manager and PFM
Plus files into a 3-Dimensional Spreadsheet with each
account written onto a different page and the first page
summarizing all accounts.

* Reads Ascii and Lotus 1-2-3 files.

* Includes file format description to allow users to
integrate spreadsheet data into their own programs.

% Michiron a‘g

3201 DRUMMOND PLAZA, NEWARK, DE 19711 * PHONE: 302-454-7946
DEALER/DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRIES INVITED * SEND FOR CATALOG

S
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Looking Ahead

How would you like to go to a fashion show and

Y while you were their be taught how to model clothes.
S That would be novel, no? Well, at the Chicago Com-
XD puterFest by Atari on November 23rd and 24th, we un-

W7 TSN derstand something like that was scheduled to happen,
in a computer framework, that is, not actually changing
your clothes. In addition to some intriguing seminars
and demo’s on advanced DTP products like Retouche

N ’ \, Pro, and Seurat, and Arabesque Professional, plus

scads of Midi seminars, and Bob Schuricht, head of
Atari National Sales, showing off the latest Lynx games
(see below), there were to be “training seminars.” On
Saturday and Sunday you could learn either to be a pro
in PageStream or a magician in Calamus. Mario Geor-

I i A ‘ V D S W giou, in a total of five hours, made all the wonders of
Calamus yours; or Dan Weiss did the same for

W PageStream. At a fee of roughly $6 an hour, that might

not be a bad investment. Earlier we noted we’d spent
over a year exploring and using Calamus and were still

@ C, A G @ far from there.
Making Products Better
m A Derrick Hall runs Spar System, and not only runs it
well but also very much to the benefit of all Calamus
and PageStream users. Recently, we did a piece on his
Z@T CalAssistant, the always there accessory that takes
9 much of the voodoo out of the heavily layered Calamus
icons. Not content with letting the product soar of its
m own high degree of usefulness, he had upgraded it (Ver-
sion 1.32F). Soon we will provide you with a review of
his latest product, PageAssistant, an accessory to get
T 7, users of PageStream 2.1 into the mainstream of pro-
M YS E R Y ductivity. Let us merely note that the fifty-odd page
booklet that comes with PageAssistant is as cogently
and tightly written as any piece of documentation we
W m have read. (Expect to read some snidery in the next

Junkyard Pussycat column about our track record on

reading documentation, to which we admit we are usu-
W S @ ally allergic.) $49.95, SparSystems, 381 Autumn Avenue,
Brooklyn, New York 11208, Phone (718)235-3169.

@S Lynxing It for Xmas

The only Atari product that you see advertised in
your local newspaper, if you have a Toys-R-Us, Kay Bee
Toys, or Electronic Boutique in your area, is the Lynx

” Dm p’&(;@.‘ 74& W hand-held game machine. The rest of Atari might well

pay attention to the marketing team behind the Lynx.

M )4 W 576 & an The Entertainment Division apparently recognized that
. marketing and public relations has been around a long

S 4% ga 4 . time and there are pro’s out there. Enter Edelman
WZ W; Public Relations Firm and their Atari Account Execu-

” tive Tom Crosby. There it starts and where it stops only

on.... the figures from Christmas sales will tell you. In addi-
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tion to trying to convince readers of its PR releases,
stating that three times as many people “intend” to
buy Lynx’s as Nintendo Game Boys, they underline
the fact that of the top five selling video games in this
country, Atari’s Warbird’s is number five! Why? Be-
cause per GamePro magazine, “its extremely detailed
graphics and astounding and realistic flight simulation
will knock you out.” Having played it for a couple of
hours, we tend to concur; it’s a fine simulation.

But it doesn’t stop there. Electronic Gaming
Monthly has given its first Gold Star Award to Atari
for the Lynx’s Ninja Gaiden, the martial arts action
game. To the charge that Sega and Nintendo have
scores of games to play and Atari only a few, the PR
firm notes that there are 20 games for the Lynx out
there now and by Christmas there will be 30 more.
The new ones, already here, include Turbo Sub, an un-
derwater shoot ’em up, Scrapyard Dog, just what it
sounds like, and Checkered Flag, a multi-player racing
game. On the horizon are Baseball, Krazy Ace Minia-
ture Golf, Qix, Golf Challenge, and The Fidelity Ul-
timate Chess Challenge. It will merit watching to see
how many of the 30 new games make it to the
Christmas market. But at a minimum, here is a prod-
uct that defies the standard Atari approach to selling
their computers. There is advertising, there is promo-
tion, there is distribution, and there is plenty of prod-
uct. One or more of these always seems to be missing
when you talk about TT’s and Mega STe’s, etc.

The Return of the Maestro

Sig Hartman is back. Not that he was ever gone.
But he’s back in the immediate world of Atari, having
taken up a management position at Gold Leaf. Gold
Leaf is thought of as the successor to Blue Chip Tech-
nologies that filed bankruptcy a couple of years ago.
They are the developers of WordFlair and, most re-
cently, a host of DTP (Direct to Press) European prod-
ucts. Atari, U.S. has not fared well since Sig retired.
We hope his presence on the ST/TT scene will bode
well, both for Gold Leaf and Atari loyalists.

Atari Dressed in Big Blue, Plus TT’s & Notebooks

As observers at Comdex noted, once again Atari is
making a move into the MS-Dos, IBM compatible
market. (See the Publisher’s editorial.) Their 386 ma-
chine is slated for delivery at dealers in mid-January.
Since it is not manufactured by Atari, and they merely
put their label on it, the deadline may indeed be met.
The Atari 386 is price competitive and could be a
seller. We hope so. The more money in the Atari till,
the better are our chances for new machines.

The bigger question, however, would seem to be
the delivery date for the ST Notebook. Sam Tramiel
has said Atari will flood the market with them. The

hope is that the deluge will take place soon, while the
interest is still peaking. If the delay extends into the
second quarter of 1992, which it well could, the chanc-
es of it being a big seller are obviously considerably re-
duced. A few TT’s are showing up at dealers, a trickle
not a torrent, and the old version. Dealers maintain
that if they had a lot of them they could sell them.
We suspect “a lot” may not happen until the new ver-
sion hits the street, which we estimate will not be until
February of next year.

Beau Geste

Not the book about soldiers of fortune. Not the
movie about the book about soldiers in The French
Foreign Legion. But rather Atari’s “beau geste,” their
goodwill gesture to WAACE and Theodore Martens of
Edgewater, Maryland, the winner of the Atari door
prize. Martens was offered his choice of a STacey II or
a Mega STe 2-50 (with 2 meg of memory and a 50
meg hard drive), plus an SLM 804 laser printer. We are
informed that in a wink of an eye he opted for the
Mega STe package. A fine door prize. Well done, Atari.

Coming Un-GIL.Ued?

We tend to be quick to highlight incompetence at
Atari, lack of compatibility and delay in product deliv-
ery; that’s in addition to not selling the product well.
But our patience is a bit better when we explore some
of the problems confronting the manufacturer of a
new computer. What causes such sympathy for Atari?
Merely a quick look at their current shortage of MMU
and GLU chips for use in repairing 520 and 1040 ST’s.
Some dealers around the country report a couple of
dozen Atari ST’s stacked up in the backroom, awaiting
repair, i.e. availability of MMU chips especially. Other
dealers are buying old 520’s that don’t work for $50
just to get the MMU chip to use in repairing some-
body else’s machine. Why the shortage? Because the
MMU and GLU chips for the Mega ST’s and the Mega
STe’s and the 1040 STe’s don’t work on the earlier ma-
chine. The .IMP chip, as it is referred to technically,
was manufactured for the latest computers, and who
would know that it wouldn’t also work in the old ma-
chines. It would be nice to find someone to blame, but
in this instance it would be hard to. Oh, one last note.
If you have a 1040 ST with one meg of memory and
your MMU is bad, the new chip will work in it, as
long as you don’t try to upgrade to 2 meg of memory.
Life is simple, isn’t it?
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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, OCTOBER 21, 1991

ATARI PRESS RELEASES

STBook Notebook PC

Three New 386 PCs

New STBook Notebook PC

Atari today announced the ST-
Book™, a new ultralight notebook
computer for mobile professionals.
The STBook is a highly portable ma-
chine that can run application software
designed for the company’s popular
ST line of desktop computers. The
STBook will be shown for the first
time at the Comdex trade show on Oc-
tober 2125 in Las Vegas.

“The STBook is a direct response
to customer demand. Our user base
asked for a notebook-sized machine to
support their ST software when they
travel,” said Sam Tramiel, Atari Cor-
poration CEO. “We think they’ll be
very pleased with the power we've
packed into this highly portable ma-
chine. And, in keeping with our cor-
porate philosophy of providing the
best value, the STBook will be
launched at a suggested retail price of
$1,995.”

The STBook measures in at
85"by 11” by 1.4” and weighs only
4.3 pounds. The STBook is based on
the 8 MHz Motorola CMOS 68000
chip and uses a 32-bit internal data
bus that runs at a speedy 16 MHz. The
STBook is configured with one mega-
byte of low power pseudo—static
RAM. A 40 MB internal hard disk
drive is included. The drive features a
quick 19 ms average access time. Op-
tional hard disk drives with 60, 80, or
100 MB capacities are available. The
system uses 512K of built—in ROM,
and features a BLiTTER™ graphics
co—processor. The CMOS 68000
processor, when coupled with a pro-
prietary Atari chip set, provides supe-
rior performance and maintains longer
battery life when compared to com-
petitive 286— or 386—based notebook
computers.

UNIX Developer’s Kit
|

The 8” by 5” monochrome liquid
crystal display screen uses reflective
film-compensated super twist nematic
(STN) technology to display crisp
graphics in 640 x 400 resolution (ST
High Resolution mode). A Program-
mable Sound Generator with three
voices is also standard equipment.

The STBook uses a keyboard
with 84 alphanumeric keys, 10 func-
tion keys, and 4 cursor keys. A
built-in Atari VectorPad™ offers pres-
sure sensitive cursor control using
Force Sensing Resistor technology. A
backplane connector enables the user
to attach a standard Atari keyboard.

The battery life is 10 hours, and
the “Delta-V” high-speed recharging
system enables a reliable full recharge
in less than two hours, even if the ST-
Book is operating. A battery pack that
accommodates seven “AA” alkaline
batteries comes standard. A recharge-
able NiCad battery pack with AC
adapter is optional. Further, the ST-
Book includes a “wake and
sleep’mode and  state-of-the-art
power saving energy management sys-
tem.

The STBook has some other use-
ful advantages over other note-
book-style computers. Its TOS operat-
ing system is contained in ROM for
speedy operation and efficient
memory utilization. Calculator, diary/
calendar, and address book applica-
tions are built-in. The operating sys-
tem uses a hierarchical file system
with pathnames and subdirectories.
The graphic user interface is icon—
based and includes self-explanatory
command functions, windowing, and
drop-down menus. The system’s
NewDesk™ desktop and Control Panel
are user—configurable with advanced
file management functions.

The STBook comes standard with
an RS-232 serial port, a parallel prot,
a floppy disk/ACSI port (used to con-
nect to external floppy disk, hard disk,
or CD—ROM drives, or laser print-
ers), and MIDI in/MIDI out ports.

“The STBook will be especially
desirable to the music market where
its portability and unique built-in MI-
DI port will be highly attractive,” said
Tramiel. “No other notebook style
computer comes with a built—in MI-
DI port, nor can they accommodate a
MIDI expansion board.”

Optional peripherals include a
3.5” high density floppy disk drive, an
internal fax/data modem, and various
third party accessories such as a MI-
DI/SMPTE adapter which will be
available in the first quarter of 1992.

The Atari STBook will ship by
the first quarter of 1992 and be avail-
able through a wide network of Atari
dealers and resellers.

386 Desktop and Notebook PCs
Atari announced today the launch
of three new 386—based computers.
Atari is introducing two desktop mod-
els and one notebook computer. The
Atari ABC386SXII is a 20 MHz
80386SX™ based desktop system.
The Atari ABC386DXII is a desktop
system based on the 40 MHz
AM386TM processor chip. The Atari
ABCN386SX notebook computer is
powered by a 20 MHz 80386SX and
weighs less than 6 pounds. The three
new machines combine very powerful
hardware with the wide range of tradi-
tional MS-DOS application software.
“These new machines offer the
best performance and value in the PC
marketplace,” said Sam Tramiel, Atari
Corporation CEO. “We believe that
the speed and power of these systems
combine with an aggressive pricing
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philosophy and our commitment to
product quality and reliability to pro-
vide our customers with the best over-
all computing solution.”

The Atari ABC386SXII (SX) is a
desktop system that comes equipped
with a 10 MHz 80386SX processor, 1
MB of RAM, a fast 40 MB hard drive
(average access time is 17 ms), and
two 8-bit and four 16-bit ISA (Indus-
try Standard Architecture) expansion
slots. Up to 8 MB of RAM can be in-
stalled on the system’s motherboard.
An Intel 80387SX floating point math
coprocessor is optional. The SX uses
an industry standard Phoenix BIOS
and comes with a Super VGA video
adapter that displays at a resolution of
800x600. The Atari SX carried a sug-
gested retail price of $1,195.

The Atari ABC386DXII (DX) is
a high-powered desktop computing
platform that uses a 40 MHz AM386
processor from Advanced Micro De-
vices, 2 MB of RAM, a fast 80 MB
hard drive (average access time is 17
ms), and eight 16-bit expansion slots
(plus one 32-bit slot for RAM expan-
sion). Up to 64 MB of RAM can be
installed on the system’s motherboard.
The system comes with 64K of Cache
RAM, which is expandable up to
256K. An Intel 80387 or Weitek 3167
floating point math coprocessor is op-
tional. The DX uses an industry stand-
ard BIOS by AMI and comes with a
Super VGA video adapter that displays
at a resolution of 1024 x 768. The
Atari DX carries a suggested retail
price of $1,995.

Both desktop systems use a small
footprint “minicase” chassis, with a
200 watt power supply, a 3.5” 1.44
MB floppy drive, three 5.25” drive ex-
pansion slots, a 101 key enhanced AT
style keyboard, one parallel and two
serial ports, and a game/joystick port.
Both desktop units come standard with
both MS-DOS 5.0 and Microsoft Win-
dows 3.0.

The Atari ABCN386SX (N386)
provides the power of a desktop sys-
tem in a convenient notebook size. It
uses a 20 MHz Intel 80386SX proces-
sor and a AMI BIOS. It comes with 1
MB of RAM, a fast (19 ms average ac-
cess time) hard disk drive and an in-
ternal 3.5” 1.44MB floppy drive. Up

to 4 MB of RAM can be installed as
options, bringing the maximum in-
stalled RAM to 5 MB. An optional 60
MB hard disk is available. The N386
features a 20 MHz bus speed, almost
three times faster than most competi-
tors. The built—in 8” x 5” screen dis-
plays bright crisp 16-level grayscale
images. The keyboard features 85
keys, 10 function keys, and four cursor
control keys with standard, full—size
spacing between the keys. A numeric
keypad is optional. MS-DOS 5.0 and
Windows 3.0 comes standard with the
N386. The N386 is packaged in an ex-
tremely convenient and portable for-
mat: the 59 pound system meas-
ures 8.3” by 11.5” and is 1.5” thick.
The battery will last 1.5 hours before
needing a recharge, and will recharge
in 1.5 hours if the unit is off and 8
hours if the unit is on.

The Atari N386 carries a sug-
gested retail price of $2,895. These
systems will be available in the first
quarter of 1992.

Unix SVR4 Developer’s Kit

Atari announced today the devel-
opment and imminent availability of
the Atari System V (ASV) Developer’s
Kit. The Developer’s Kit is available
to selected software developers inter-
ested in creating new or porting exist-
ing applications onto the powerful,
low—cost Atari TTO30™ personal
workstation.

The ASV Developer’s Kit con-
tains a rich set of developer’s tools
conforming to a wide range of indus-
try standards based on Atari’s imple-
mentation of UNIX System V Release
40—for the Motorola 68000 series
processors and Atari’s workstation
graphical user interface. The interface
is based on the hardware—and operat-
ing system—independent X Window
system standard and the Open Systems
Foundation (OSF)/Motif style. Thus,
ASYV applications take on a sculptured
three dimensional Presentation Man-
ager™-like appearance. The Atari
Style Guide is an enhancement to the
Motif style that sets standards for con-
sistency among ASV applications.

“The tools that comprise this de-
veloper’s kit will help key software
vendors to efficiently port their appli-

cations to ASV and take advantage of
the most cost-effective UNIX works-
tationplatform, our TT030,” said Sam
Tramiel. “We're excited about the
value that these applications will add
to the TT030 and about providing the
UNIX workstation market with a
low-cost, high powered platform.”

The Developer’s Kit has three
main tool groups (core tools, graphic
user interface tools, and language
compilers and debuggers) and one
group of tools for networking serv-
ices. The core tools include AT&T
System V Release 4.0, BSD and
XENIX Convergence, Virtual File
Systems, Virtual Memory Manage-
ment, User-Controlled  Process
Scheduler, Device Driver Interface/
Device Kernel Interface, Internation-
alization, and Extensible Linking For-
mat (ELF).

The Graphic User Interface tools
include X Window System Re-
lease 11.4, Motif User Interface,
XFaceMaker2, and the WISh2 Desk-
top Manager. ASV application design-
ers can quickly create a Motif-com-
pliant interface by using XFaceMak-
er2 to paint an application screen from
a palette of Motif objects such as la-
bels, push buttons, scroll bars, and
message boxes. With FACE, a built-in
C-like language, the designer can
mold the behavior of the interface.

The programming tools include
the efficient GNU C and C++ com-
pilers and the GNU gdb debugger as
well as the AT&T System V sdb de-
bugger. The C compiler is fully com-
patible with the System V ELF object
format and with the ANSI C Issue 5
extensions. The tools and styles in the
ASY kit assures the developer of com-
patibility, portability, and interoper-
ability with other workstation vendors
conforming to an open systems archi-
tecture and such industry standards as
POSIX™, X/OPEN, XPG3, FIPS,
NFS™, X Window System, and Mo-
tif.

The networking package adds the
Network File System (NFS), Remote
File Sharing (RFS), TCP/IP (the
DARPA protocols) and BSD Sockets.

The Atari System V Developer’s
Kit will be available in general release
form in the first quarter of 1992.
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If there is one thing Atari knows how to do it is to
put on a class act at a computer show. Stationed just to
the left of the entrance of the Sands Convention Cen-
ter, Atari had a booth a little bigger than Apple’s over
in the Las Vegas Convention Center. With 25 or more
computer stations, Atari had plenty of room for se-
lected developers to demonstrate and discuss their pro-
grams. But, as we will see, Atari isn’t converting the
masses; Atari is preaching to the faithful.

The Goldleaf Alliance

I was able to spend only one afternoon in Atari-
land, but an interesting afternoon it was. Probably the
most noticeable thing about the Atari booth was their
alliance with Goldleaf. At least 20% of the worksta-
tions were occupied by Lauren Flannagin-Sellers and
her staff. Atari is solidly behind her efforts to create a
broad distributorship in this country. In fact, our old
friend and ex-Atari vice-president, Sig Hartmann, is
now one of the principals at Goldleaf.

In addition to WordFlair, Goldleaf is selling 3K’s
products in the US., which consist of Retouche for
$1,000 and Retouche Professional for $1,500, Sherlook
Professional (optical character recognition software)
for $800, their own Imagesetter version of the Hell Ul-
tresetter for $40,000, and the, as yet unreleased, Didot

Atari at
COMDEX 91
The Emperor's
Wew Qlthes

by Bill Yerger

LineArt program for about $1,200-$1,500. The latter
combines the features of Calamus and Qutline Art in
one program with Postscript output using modified
Calamus fonts. Regrettably, the human interface of
Didot LineArt is probably one step worse than Cala-
mus. This reflects the German penchant for iconizing
everything with shorthand symbols. Too often these
symbols are a bit too cryptic for Americans. At this
time, Wordflair II is pretty overshadowed by the prod-
ucts imported by Goldleaf. That may change as time
goes on. Especially if Atari keeps its promise to have
the new scalable font GDOS on dealer’s shelves “by
the time you read this.”

The product lineup available from Goldleaf is in-
teresting, and growing. Probably their greatest coup
currently is having the right to resell Theo Breuer’s
COMPO software. The first product we will see is
That’s Write II, which should probably retail for
around $200 or more. This is an interesting word pro-
cessor that uses Postscript fonts with graphics, con-
tains a dictionary, and does footnotes and columns.
This is one of the most impressive word processors I
have seen for the Atari line; it could even win a few
Macophiles back from their Spectre’s. I use First Word
Plus and import my text into Calamus or Pagestream
for final output, but I might not have chosen this
method if That’s Write II were available on the ST.

Although That’s Write II uses preset font sizes
rather than fully scalable fonts such as a good desktop
publishing program uses, for many of us, it will pro-
duce the kind of document that we want others to re-
ceive. It is fast and easy to use. If you have used Script,
it will seem more familiar than if you have been a
First Word user.

Theo Breuers intends to advertise toward the exist-
ing Atari base of computer owners. Who knows, we
might see some promos like we do from Borland, i.e.
send in the front page of your manual and get the pro-
gram for xx% off. Theo says he went with Goldleaf
because of the other four or five potential American
distributors, Goldleaf seemed to have enough financ-
ing, and was small enough to provide support.
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Goldleaf is also distributing Hi-Soft’s line of pro-
gramming languages, Tempus the programming edi-
tor from Creative Computer Design, and Lattice’s pro-
gramming languages. When you call them you usu-
ally get a message person, but they do return calls.
One of my customers has been waiting for a special
order of Forth for his TT since June and it looks like it
may not come at all. However, they do have Lattice C
and Hisoft Basic for the TT right now.

PageStream 2.01

Marc Wurzel, the marketing director of Page-
stream was on hand to demonstrate version 2.01. This
is a really fine application and I feel that every Atarian
who wants to do desktop publishing should have this
program. For one thing, it produces absolutely the
highest quality output on the ST/TT. The Adobe Type
1 typefaces with hint technology are superior typogra-
phy to anything yet seen.

A lot of people seem to find it difficult to set up
the new Pagestream, and this is to be expected. Page-
stream 2.xx is radically different from Page-stream
1xx, but it doesn’t look different. The differences are
on a more subtle level, such as font handling, on
screen and to the printer. Color screen reproduction on
the TT and separations for laser through Lino output
are par for the course. And now with Compugraphic
and Adobe type support, all of the elements are in
place for a program which is second to none on any
computer.

The only criticisms of Pagestream are difficulty
of installation, and mediocre support. It is difficult to
get through to Softlogic’s support crew and one often
gets misleading answers. Several weeks ago I called
and asked if Pagestream 2.1 can separate colors and
print each out as a black image. I was told that this fea-
ture was not implemented and it was not clear when it
would be implemented for bit images (i.e. TIFF or
IMG). Since I had bought a color scanner just to do
this, and had spent seven hours trying, I found this a
bit disturbing. Marc assured me this was not the case

and I need only get a more updated Postscript driver.
So far I still have not been able to ascertain what the
real story is on color separations because I have not
gotten through to support.

Then, I sold a Mega 2 STE with Pagestream to a
customer and spent three hours trying to install it. I
don’t know why, as the instructions don’t mention
this, but until I created an extra path to FONTS in the
set path option, any typed letters would not advance
the cursor but continue typing in one space. An instal-
lation program, such as all IBM programs have, would
simplify this. But, no one is perfect, and Pagestream
from Softlogic definitely deserves an “A” for excel-
lence.

Calanus SL

The new Calamus also deserves an “A” for excel-
lence. In many ways Pagestream and Calamus overlap
in capabilities. Where they really differ is in the ap-
proach of their programmers. Both, being desktop
publishing programs, mix graphics and text on screen
with columns, fonts and some graphics control.

Calamus SL was designed not to industry stand-
ards but rather to take full advantage of Atari capabili-
ties. This means greater output speed and closer to
100% what you see is what you get (WYSIWYG). The
new Calamus is itself a module which can include
other modules so that companion programs can run
within it without leaving Calamus. For example, you
can scan in a picture, edit it with the soon to be re-
leased TMS Cranach (distributed by ISD as is Calamus
in North America), place it within a frame, edit a text
file in one of several text editors, place that in frames,
surround your picture, choose fonts and sizes for vari-
ous parts of your text, and print out in color or black
and white to paper or film in various resolutions up to
3000 dots per inch.

On the downside, because Calamus is a German
program, it has taken almost a year to translate the
manual and resource code. As a result of this, the two
new versions Calamus S, estimated cost $300-$500,
and Calamus SL, estimated cost $800-$1,000, are not
released in North America. Nathan Potechin says the
new manual is finally en route to the printer, which
implies a pre-Christmas release.

As a desktop publishing fan, I suggest that you
own the latest version of Calamus for your machine as
well as Pagestream. There are times when each has ad-
vantages over the other. Calamus 1.09n has become
my favorite word processor for short documents. For a
long document, I use Wordplus, which also imports
well to Calamus or Pagestream. Pagestream has a cer-
tain flexibility not available in Calamus, as well as
slightly better looking fonts (they are Adobe Type 1
with hints as well as Compugraphic), but the output

.from Calamus is so reliable and fast that I can achieve

that ideal of a perfectly edited document much faster.
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Whichever way you go, there can be no doubt that
these two heavyweights are excellent weapons in your
arsenal when someone says, “Atari? What’s that, a
game machine?”

Publisher ST/TT

Incidentally, Timeworks told me at the show that
they are currently negotiating with GST for the right
to distribute Publisher ST/TT 2, utilising FSM GDOS
and Postscript fonts, with more flexibility than the
version now available, including importation of more
file formats and ability to install new fonts.

Although I clearly prefer Calamus and Pagestream
most of the time, there are certain things Publisher
does, such as dot leaders, that I find extremely valu-
able. If they just allowed lines to be drawn without
frames, handled large documents easily, cut graphics
without retaining the whole graphic in memory, and
allowed manual insertion and tweaking of printer
drivers and fonts. Hey, that’s almost a whole new pro-
gram. Well, maybe 2.0 will do it.

Avant Vector

John Eidsvoog of Codehead was holding down a
chair and demonstrating Avant Vector from Trade-it in
Germany. Avant Vector costs $500 and up ($400 more
for the professional version which includes plotting).
Personally, I find this to be an excellent vectorization
program, although I think dedicated plotter programs,
such as GMA Plot, produce more flexible plotter out-
put.

You are probably asking yourself, “Why do I need
a vectorization program?” Well, if you have ever
scanned in a logo and then spent three hours using
Touch-Up trying to clean up those little dots on the
edges of the logo or letters, then you would appreciate
the five or ten minutes of smoothing done by Avant
Vector. What’s more, it does a better job than you or I
would in magnification mode.

Once a scanned image is vectorized it can be
saved as a CVG file that can be used in Outline Art
(ISD) or Calamus, or saved as GEM object, or, if you
pay $50 extra, as an EPS, which will show on the
screen in Pagestream just as a CVG will in Calamus.

The point is, of course, that this vectorized image
is more perfect than another scanned image. Plus,
once vectorized, the image can be edited by manipu-
lating little squares in magnified mode to move the
outline of the vector image with bezier curves.

John also had a pre-release version of MIDI-Spy,
the Codehead’s MIDI accessory that lets you play a lit-
tle rhythm or tune in from your synthesizer keyboard
from any GEM application. Then, you can preserve a
tune for posterity, before you lose the sense of it, by
saving, exiting, and starting a new program. Now if
they could just write an accessory that will let us pre-
serve our dreams before they slip away!

Portfolio

Of course, Atari feels they’ve already done that,
and it is called the Portfolio. Contrary to some ru-
mors, the Portfolio probably won’t be upgraded to a
new model. It is unlikely that it will become a *286 or
have a larger screen. Basically, the Portfolio is fairly
expandable as it is. Megabytes of Texas can upgrade it
to 512k. A hard disk can be utilized right now using
the parallel port. It can talk to virtually any machine
on the market. In fact, the Portfolio is a very nice
niche product.

Don Thomas, who works for Atari and also pro-
duces a file transport program so the Portfolio can
talk to the ST, was smiling and promoting the Portfo-
lio. It seems there are now several magazines which
feature the Portfolio. First, there is APB (Accessories,
Peripherals, Bulletin.) This is really a catalog published
by Atari and edited by Don Thomas. Second, Perfec-
tion Applied, a nondenominational newsletter for
palmtop users [454 W. 1010 North, Orem, Utah 84057
(801)22-0120].  Finally, there’s Don’s favorite,
RE:PORT; a Portfolio only publication [1618 S. Beech
Court, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, (918) 258-2062].

Arabesque

Rick Flashman of Gribnif was also at Comdex
this year. Surprisingly, he was not showing Neodesk.
Rick is also importing software from Germany and
was showing Arabesque, an Atari art program similar
in function to Superpaint. I was glad to see it worked
on the Moniterm/SM194 monitor. Megapaint II works
only with a special driver on the big screen, and this
driver seems to be pretty unobtainable in the U.S. This
is why we need companies like Gribnif, Codehead,
Rimick, Zephyr, and Goldleaf. Someone local must
support imported programs or the user is simply left
hanging when something doesn’t work.

Page 14

Current Notes

Vol. 11, No. 10



Arabesque is a very interesting paint program,
and I expect it to be priced reasonably at about $100.
Vernissage is probably the most capable paint program
to be offered on the ST/TT. It is likely to be priced at
$500 or more, and I expect it will be sold by Goldleaf/
Compo.

ConVector

Gribnif will also be releasing ConVector, which
will compete with Avant Vector It does cost less but
seems to have fewer features for conversions from bit
map to object (vector) art. Arabesque may make it to
market before Christmas, but Convector will be re-
leased in the first quarter of 1991.

Prism Paint

Lee Seiler from Lexicor was displaying Prism
Paint and other Phase 4 companion programs. Prism
Paint works in all resolutions and can address 256 col-
ors. It really seems like a more modern Degas with
similar tools. The basic difference is that it handles
TT resolutions and other monitors. It’s my understand-
ing that it also supports other video cards.

Phase 4 is a graphics and animation system devel-
oped and marketed by a conglomerate headed by Lee
Seiler. Lee is basically an artist, sort of an outer space
Big Daddy Roth, who likes to draw intricate space
robots and creatures. The others in the conglomerate
formerly marketed their wares to Antic/Start (Start
ceased publication earlier this year). I sold Lee his first
Atari a couple of years ago when he came in looking
for a good animation system. The people at Lexicor
seem to have put together a very comprehensive pack-
age.

ViewTouch

DP Computer Specialties and Computer Produc-
tions demonstrated their new Viewlouch system for
autornated Point of Sale (POS) with cash register, but
with no keyboard necessary. No keyboard? Yes, that’s
right, everything is applicable from the screen. Atari is
not the only computer that can do this, but it is one of

the friendliest, fastest, and most powerful units on the
market.

I asked Dan and Jerry what they felt about the en-
try of Atari into this market, since Gene Mosher with
a similar product has been plugging away for several
years. The prognosis with Atari is not good. The fact
is that Atari could equal their national sales for 1991 in
just this niche alone if they could supply the comput-
ers. But they can’t.

So this is a very nice setup and the Atari system
can be used to make a salesman a nice profit for four
or five computers with a laser printer. However, to get
the good contracts, one has to be ready and able to
supply 15,000 if necessary. Who is going to spend the
time marketing and selling a POS system when Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken or Domino Pizza or similar
outfits laugh in your face when they are told they
might be able to get 10 Mega STE’s next month?

The Hotz Box

Jimmy Hotz had his portable Hotz Box running
on a Stacy in the fifth of Atari’s booth dedicated to
MIDI. He was also running Notator and had some
pretty nice sounds coming out of his equipment.

I’ve met Jimmy several times before and you may
have read of him in Start and several music maga-
zines. His enthusiasm is contagious. It turns out that
Atari is no longer planning on producing the Hotz
Box synthesizer controller, so Jimmy has developed a
software only version that should hit the market pretty
soon. He is also custom building Hotz Boxes for select

customers at about $5,000. He has to like you to be
willing to invest the time building one though, so
don’t call him up and say Bill Yerger said he would do
one for you.

I asked Jimmy what is so special about his system.
He was almost overwhelmed because there is so much
that is incredible about the Hotz Box. For one thing
there are hundreds of thousands of potential scales.
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Many musicians spend years learning 500 scales. His
Hotz Box software contains almost all potential scales,
and one can select from most of the popular potential
chord scales immediately.

Secondly, his software synchronizes itself with the
scale that is digitally loaded into the computer either
via software or from a digital source such as a CD.
That means that you or I, with little or no training,
can make music on a synthesizer right away and it is
in harmony and in tune. Does this mean that un-
trained musicians will replace real musicians who
have training and talent? No, but it does mean that a
musician can begin to have the power available that a
writer with an on-line thesaurus, dictionary, and rules
of style has, and that many of the simpler corrections
can be done automatically. It means that music from a
talented musician can sound fuller and better more
quickly.

Cubase and Band in a Box

Cubase is one of the darlings of the ST/TT MIDI
market right now, and with good reason. Its music ed-
iting capabilities are very good. The list price is $589,
or $150 less than Notator: Its scoring and printing capa-
bilities are not as well implemented as Notator, but for
most musicians, editing is more important than
printout. They want printout, so Creator doesn’t quite
do what they need. It’s unlikely that they will publish
sheet music though, so perfect printout is unnecessary.
Thus, we have the increasing popularity of Cubase by
Steinberg-Jones.

Band in a Box is a low-end product retailing at
$88. It is an automatic arranger that lets you customize
your styles and arrange them in minutes by playing in
a tune through your synthesizer keyboard. If you want
to start out in MIDI with electronic accompaniment
which is easy and fun, you might want to give it a try.
It doesn’t try to be all things to all people, but it is a
good, fun tool to work with.

New Atari Products

Atari had several things to show but nothing you
haven’t heard of already. [See “Atari Press Releases,”
page 10, for a more detailed description of some of the
new Atari announcements. -JW] Bob Brodie was
showing the STBook, which should release in the 1st
quarter of ’92 if it can pass FCC and Atari can resolve
production difficulties.

Atari did have a TT running Unix and it is avail-
able now to developers. Unix is a very powerful multi-
user operating system designed for high end applica-
tions and manipulating large amounts of data from a
variety of input sources. Atari’s Unix, running on a
TT, is designed for a single user running X-Windows.

Atari also featured three new ’386 MS-DOS ma-
chines. One portable/notebook that had a 40 meg hard
drive and 2 megs of RAM with a VGA screen. Their

DOS machines are okay. Nothing special, well made
but perhaps over-priced in today’s markets.

At the developer party hosted by Sam Tramiel,
Sam said that Atari needs to attract TT developers and
new dealers of a very high class. The fact is that there
are probably only about ten developers in the United
States who are actively pursuing the Atari market. Of
these, five are making money, and all are looking else-
where for new markets. ISD has expanded DynaCadd
onto the Amiga, and Softlogic is more successful with
Pagestream on the Amiga.

The Spotlight Elsewhere

This Comdex belonged to Macintosh and the
clones. Although the ST/TT is still one of the best op-
erating system/machines on the market and its poten-
tial is still great, to stay with Atari, we must remain
rebels in the U.S. market.

Yes, Atari put on a good show, but its challenge is
not to convert the missionaries. It’s the natives who
need convincing, and their hearts are being stolen by
the clones, Apple, and even the 68040 convertible
Amiga. Atari needs to set some sales records. Like Al
Davis of the L.A. Raiders says, “It may be unfortu-
nate, but in the final analysis all that really matters is
winning.”

Can educational software
really teach your child to
think?
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The day was humid but windy and
the kids were playing on the
playground. The kids were
laughing happily as they played
on the swing and in the sand.
Suddenly, the wind blew a big
cloud over the playground.
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Kidpublisher Professional
Kidpainter

Super Kidgrid
Telegram

Atari ST/STe/Mega with color monitor required.
Printer must accept an ST screen dump.

kidprgs by D.A. BRUMILEVE

217 337 1937
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PROFESSIONAL:
llustration made easy!

Arabesque Professional is a complete Bitmap and
Vector based illustration program. It allows you to
create, import, edit, and save graphics in the two
standard computer formats, Bitmap and Vector.

e es v om s s s s o mamwn o 1] Features include:
' o JAN ' » Easy to use, icon-driven, pop-up menus.
I ==|| ¢ Editup to20 drawing pages in memory.
N * Draw points, lines, Bézier polygons, B-splines,
9 neee circles, ellipses, arcs, 2D/3D, and rectangles (with or
AR UAE | without rounded corners) in Bitmap or Vector mode.
gES/slmi=l | ¢ Choose from various line end styles, thicknesses,
drawing modes, etc.
L * 108 different fill patterns, edit your own or use an
IO A A image block.

5| * Block operations (rectangle or arbitrary shape)
including: cut, paste, mirror, rotate, bend, increase
contrast, contour, smooth, enlarge, save and load.

* Outputs to 9- and 24-pin dot matrix, “Bubblejet”, as
well as Atari and HP laser printers.

* All functions operate rapidly in magnification mode.

* A complete UNDO feature.

* Load and save various graphic types including IMG,
IFF, Degas, NeoChrome, Doodle, Calamus CVG,
GEMY/3 and Arabeque’s own compressed formats.

» Configurable “spray can” feature.

» Complete selection of drawing modes, including:

. replace, XOR, AND, transparent, reverse, and more.

= [iilElm] o)  Easily convert Vector graphics to Bitmap graphics,

& OO v with optional use of gray scales.

* Fully illustrated manual.

Arabesque is also a program with an incredible
amount of attention to detail. Its speed will amaze
you, while its ease of use will astound you!

Arabesque is compatible with all Atari computers.
It supports large display screens, like the Moniterm.
Requires at least 1 megabyte of RAM and a mono-
chrome monitor.

GRIBNIF SOFTWARE

Arabesque is a trademark of Shift GmbH.

All other trademarks belong to their respective holders. P.O. Box 350 ¢ Hadle , MA 01035 e USA

Ad copyright © 1991 by Gribnif Software. Tel: (413) 584-7887 « FAX (413) 584-2565
All Rights Reserved. .




The Fourth
Criterion

The Junkyard Pussycat waxes very sentimental when he
thinks about the good times he has had at Atari shows. These
are occasions full of sound and fury: fast-moving action at the
retail booths, the earnestness of the seminar presenters, the
conviviality of the cocktail hour, all reinforce one’s identifica-
tion with things and people of the Atari persuasion.

The occasional stroke from a loyal reader and the chance
to renew old acquaintances from the on-line world bring par-
ticular joy to the Pussycat.

The Pussycat has never been to any show other the one in
Washington, DC, his home town, so he can only imagine
what it must be like in other places.

The Criteria for Success
Bob Brodie, Atari’s director of communications, has pub-
lished a set of key indicators for the success of an Atari show:

1) Did the public go away happy?

2) Did the developers who participated go away
happy?

3) Did the refailers go away happy?

This line of thinking emphasizes the commercial side of
the affair to the exclusion of all else. Since, however, the or-
ganizers of an Atari show are usually volunteers who do this
out of their own good will, one must add another criterion:

4) When it was all over, were the organizers
ready to do it again?

If the people who toil for months on end to bring all of
the elements together do not find it a rewarding experience,
they will lose their energy; they will apply their talents else-
where; and there will soon be no more shows.

The Dark Side of Atari Shows

Over the years, the Pussycat has seen attendance fall off,
the pool of workers shrink, the ranks of developers thin, and
dealers disappear. If one looks behind the gaiety one sees a
dark side that makes one suspect that the days of big Atari
shows, like those of the spotted owl, are numbered.

They are probably numbered for the same reason: the
habitat is being devoured by larger forces. The spotted owl’s
forests are falling prey to the lumber industry. The Atari user
community is falling prey to the clone makers, the Macintosh
missionaries, or the peddlers of desktop UNIX workstations.

The Dwindling Audience
The Pussycat’s local user group has about one fifth the
number of members it had just four years ago. This tale is re-

The
Junkyard
Pussycat

by John Barnes

peated time and time again around the area. Magazines have
folded for a lack of subscribers. Traffic on the local BBS’s is a
shadow of its former self. The number of local bulletin boards
supporting Atari users diminishes day by day. The flow of
Atari computers to new users is a mere trickle.

As the number of user group members falls off, so also
does the number of able bodies available to work a show.
Those who have been taking up the sla<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>