








Welcome to a new year! 

. Join us and Atari Corporation for a look back and a look ahead as we enter 1992 together. 
Atari President Greg Pratt offers his view in our HIGH RESOLUTION column, and I take 
a whirlwind tour of the last 13 months in "1991: The Atari Year in Review." I think: you'll 
fmd something new in the collection of the old. I did! 

As you read this issue, you'll notice that we've changed a lot of the way we look here 
at AtariUser. Publisher and Art Director Steve Lesh has totally redesigned our presentation 
for even a better, more polished look than we had before. I've got to hand it to him, he 
surprised me by taking the very good and making it still better. 

Our content continues to be fme-tuned as well. We've got more "meat" for you in this 
issue than ever, despite the continuing advertising drought that's hitting all the computer 
magazines. It's keeping us smaller than we'd like to be, but don't fret, we aren 't dropping 
any part of our Atari product coverage. We just won't always have every columri in every . 
issue . 

. The LYNX is turning heads for Atari all over the world, and TV advertising for it has 
become commonplace. A flood of new Lynx games has caused a review backlog that we'll 
catch up on this month. Robert Jung has the lowdown on the latest titles in a special ALL­
LYNX review section, and Clinton Smith reports on the hot news coming out of the 
Chicago Atari Entertainment division. 

We found that there was just too much "upgrade" information to fit in the December 
issue of AtariUser, so this month we offer a few more items on how to get more than you 
paid for into and out of your Atari. Our focus on'Desk Top Publishing will come next 
month, with a RESOURCE of fonts, helps, and programs designed to help your home and 
professional printing needs. 

Upcoming issues will cover Telecommunication and MlDI in depth. Don't miss them, 
and BE SURE TO TELL OUR ADVERTISERS THAT YOU SAW THEM IN ATARI­
USER. In the relatively small Atari market, that information makes far more difference 
than you can imagine! 

-John Nagy, Edi tor-in-Chief, Atari User Magazine 

Enviromnentally Sane! 
Beginning with this issue, 
AtariUser is completely printed on 
recycled paper and uses only non-
pol/uting color soybean inks! 

Doing our part .. 
Completely printed on 

PAPER ED 

• AtariUser Is your magazine and we need your Input. We'd like to hear from youl Send 
your subscriptions, comments, suggestions, complaints and submiSSions to AtariUser at 
113 W. College St, Covina, CA 91723. 

• January 1992 

High Resolution 
Atari President Greg pratt on the 
future of our Atari market. 
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AtariUser NewsEdge 10,11,12,13 
New this month! More in-depth news 
than you've ever had before! 

RE:Views 
Special all-Lynx review section. Bill and 
Ted's Excellent Adventure, QIX, S.TU N. 
Runner, Viking Child, Robotron 2084, 
HardDrivin',lshido. 

NewsAJerts 

1991: The Atari Year in Review 
AtariUser Editor John Nagy takes you on a 
tour-dJorce of what ourfavorite 
computer company did, and didn't, do last year. 
Just rememer. .. Those who do not learn from 
history-are doomed to repeat it. 

Lynx 
Showtime Lynx. What was what 
at the Chicago Computerfest. 

Public Domain 
Free games for your ST-part II. 

Taking advantage of systems upgrades. 

HotSeUers 
Latest Software Versions 
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feel the need .. THE NEED FOR SPEED 

... The dream 
ST into the 90's, and tum it into 
machines on the planet! 

From the people who brought you Macintosh 
emulation on the Atari (and whose Dad actually 
flew the SR-71). 

SST prices start at $599.00 

., Gadgets by Small SSTSSTSST . 
40 w. Littleton Blvd.; .210-211 • Littleton, CO 80120· (303) 791-6098 • Fu (303) 791-0253 



Chuck Steinman 

Taking Advantage of System Upgrades 

While the stockAtari 8-bit system provides the features 
needed for many applications, expansion options (espe­
cially of the.Xl./XE series) allow a system to become more 
powerful and easier to use. 

One of the most popular upgrades for the 800XL and 
130XE is a memory or RAM upgrade. While plans for do­
it-yourself RAM expansion are readily available in club 
and BBS libraries, it's nearly as cheap and much easier to 
buy a kit. The Newell 1 Megabyte upgrade has recently 
been released for under $50, excluding DRAM. Newell 
mo offers a 256K version for the XL at under $30 
(excluding DRAM). While there are few applications 
Which directly support these type of upgrades, most 
applications allow them to be used as large RAM Disks. 
Newell upgrades are distributed by American Techna­
Vision, 15338 Inverness St., San Leandro, CA 94579, 800-
551-9995. B&C ComputerVisions at 3257 Kifer Road, 
Santa Clara, CA, 95051, 408-749-1003, also carries 
Newell and other similar RAM upgrades. 

If you own an XF-551 drive, Computer Software 
Services (CSS) has two upgrades for you. The single-drive 
upgrade will allow you to repll!Ce the 5-1/4" drive with a 
3.5" drive. With the new drive mechanism and a compat­
ible DOS (SpartaDOS or MyDOS for example) you will be 
able to format 720K bytes per double-sided diskette. A 
utility is included which will allow you to read ffiM or ST 
diskettes. This upgrade is available with a Sony mecha­
nism for $99.95 (plus $8 S&H), or without for $59.95 
(Plus $5 S&H). 

The CSS double-drive upgrade is similar to the single­
drive, except the 3.5" drive is connected in addition to your 
existing 5-1/4" drive. This will allow you to use both types 
of diskettes for only a small additional hardware,cost. The 
basic upgrade package with a Sony mechanism costs 
$139.95 (Plus $8 S&H), or without for $79.95 (plus $5 
S&H). Another version is available for an additional $20 
which allows use of two 3.5" drives, providing total 
storage of 1440K bytes. CSS, P.O. Box 17660, Rochester, 

NY 14617,716429-5639. 
TransKey (TKl), a 

small microprocessor­
based keyboard interface 
board, connects an ffiM­
type keyboard to your Atari 
8-bit system. TK is 
mounted inside your 400/ 
800/XllXE computer and 

the original keyboard retains full functionality whether the 
ffiM keyboard is connected or not. With the recent 2.4 

upgrade ROM, you can now enter macros (key sequences) 
from the keyboard. The ZRAM option ($13 extra) will 
retain those macros in memory even while your system is 
not powered. The basic solder-in (14 total solder connec­
tions) version ofTK is $47.00, while a version with a 
PoKey piggy-back board is $10.00 more and reduces your 
work to four solder connections. TK is manufactured by 
DataQue Products, Post Office Box 134, Ontario, OH 
44862 (USA). 

. While plans for do-it-yourself RAM 
expansion are readily available in club 
and BBS libraries, it's nearly as cheap 
and much easier to buy a kit. 

Another popular product from CSS is the Black Box 
(B B) interface. 

This upgrade for 6OOXL/800XljI30XE provides a 
myriad of peripheral interfaces, and a few tricks. Not only 
does the BB provide a parallel printer port and an RS232 
serial port capable of 19.2K baud, it also is a hard drive 
host adapter. By adding a. power supply, controller, and 
hard drive, you can have a complete drive system with 
exceptional speed. The BB also has built-in screen dump 
and mini-debugger software. The BB is $199.95, and 
there's several options. 

One of the more popular offerings from DataQue 
Products is the Thrbo-816 upgrade. Similar to an upgrade 
which was offered for the Apple 1 [ (prior to the introduction 
of the Apple //gs), this upgrade adds 16-bit processing 
power, while still maintaining compatibility with current 
software. Thrbo-816 is $104, which includes the adapter 
board, connecting cable, replacement OS ROM, and user 
diskette, and can be used with Atari 6OOXlj800Xlj 
1200XL systems. SRAM cards are available in 64K byte 
($53) or 256K byte ($104) sizes, or a real-time clock 
version including 32K bytes of battery backed SRAM 
($73) and drivers in ROM (prices include S&H). 

There are too many upgrades available for the 8-bit 
Atari systems to list here. While some popular items may 
be out of production, they're often still available from 
distributors like American Techna-Vision, B&C ~ 
ComputerVisions, and Best Electronics. Atari and lCD Inc. ~ 

still have limited supplies of 8-bit stock on hand as of this 
writing, and should be contacted for more information. -
Chuck Steinman • 

• Chuck Steinman your 8-blt representative here at AtariUser, would like to hear from youl He can be contacted on 
GEnie at usemame' DATAQUE, or Compuserve PPN: 71777,3223. He Is also available at his recently opened Audio! 
VIdeo/Computer sales and service store called Lex-Tronics, now the exclusive distributor of DataQue products, from 
1 pm-5:30pm ET at 419-529-9797. 



AU Resource 

Company I Page 1# Hour. Phone. Payment Refund 

ATY COMPUTER 15 10-7 M-F PST 5101482-37750rderlFax VIM RWSlf 
372713TH AVE 12-6 Sat. CKIMO defective 
OAKlAND CA 94610 COD 

B&C COMPUTERVlSIONS 19 10-6 Tu-F PST 4081986-9960 Order VIMA RWS 
2730 SCOTT BLVD 10-5 Sat. 4081986-9968 Fax CKBIMO If defective 
SANTA CLARA CA 95050 COD 

BRE SOFTWARE 14 B-6 M-FPST 8001347-6760 Order VIMID SIW- No 
352 W BEDFORD AVE #104 10-3 Sat. 209/432-3072 Tech 10-5 CKIMO HIW - 20% 
FRESNO CA 93711 209/432 2599 Fax No COO's restock If open 

or used. 

D&P COMPUTER SUPPLY IIFC 9-9 M-Sat. EST 8001535-4290 Order VIM Call First 
Mall order only 9-5 Sun. 2161926-3842 TechlFax CKIMO 

COD 

DOUBLE CUCK 13,4,7 12-6 M-FCST 7131977-65200rderlTech VIM Call First 
PO BOX 741206 7131944-0108 BBS CKCIMO 
HOUSTON TX 77274 COD 

GADGETS BY SMALL 131 8:30-2:30 M-W-F 303/791-60980rderlTech Call Call First 
40 W. LITTLETON BLVD. #210 MST 3031791-0253 Fax 
LlLLETON, CO 80120 

JMG SOFTWARE 13 10-6 M-W EST 4161575-3200 OrderlTech VIM . Call First 
892 UPPER JAMES 10-9Th-F 4161575-3201 OrderlTech CKIMO 
HAMIL TON ON L9C 3A5 10-6 Sat. 4161575-0283 Fax COD 

MEGABYTE COMPUTERS 134 10-6 M-F CST 817/589-2950 OrderlTech VIM/O Call First 
907 MELBOURNE 10-5 Sat. 8171284-1118 Fax CKtMO 
HURST TX 76053 

MICROCOMPUTER DEPOT 1"25 9-6 M-FEST 8001845-3070 Order VIMID Call First 
224 O 'NIEL COURT #14 10-4 Sat. 8031788-5165 Tech MO/COO SIW RWS 
COLUMBIA SC 29223 HlWl Week 

RISING STAR COMPUTERS 17 10-9 M-FEST 8001252-2787 Order VIMID Call First 
P.O. BOX 20038 5131254-3160 Tech 6pm-9 CKIMO 
DAYTON OH 45420-0038 5131254-7970 Fax No COO's 

SAN JOSE COMPUTER 116,17 10-7M-F PST 4081995-5080 Order/tech VIM Call First 
1278 ALMA CT 10-5 Sat. 4081995-5083 Fax CKIMO 
SAN JOSE CA 95112 COD 

TELEGAMES, USA 129 9-4 M-FCST 2141227-7694 Voice VIM . RWSlf 
Mall Order Only 24 hr. Automated 2141218-5800 Order CKIMO defective 

2141227-9264 Fax No COO's 

THE COMPUTER NETWORK 13 11-7 Tu-Sat. PST 8181500-3900 OrderlTech VIM/A Call First 
1605 W GLENOAKS BLVD 8181500-0751 Fax CKIMO 
GLENDALE CA 91201 COD 

TOAD COMPUTER 17 10:30-7:00 MIF EST 8001448-TOAO Order VIMID Call First 
556 BALTIMORE ANNAPOLIS 10:30-6 Sat. 4101544-6943 Tech CKIMO 

(II SEVERNA PARK MO 21146 SunIHoliday - Call 4101544-1 FAX Fax COD 
m 
m ZEPHYRIST PLUS IIBC 10-6 M-Sat. PST 8001759-1110 Order VIMID/A Call First ,.. 
~ 1514 UNIVERSITY AVE 5101548-8999 Tech CKIMO 
III BERKEL Y CA 94703 5101548-2119 Fax No COO's 
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The Back Page 

... Only AtariUser reaches 
more eager Atari buyers 
each and every month 
than any other Atari 
magazine. If you want to 
sell 'em fast, this Is the 
place. Commercial 
classlfleds-$30/25 words, 
$1 each additional word. 
Personal classifieds, 25 
words max, freel Cfill 
818.332.0372. 

ATARI-VILLE by Blunk 
Enterprises ... 3,500 
commerclal programs in­
stock (8-blt, ST, 2600, 
5200, Commodore), all 
discounted 40% to 80%1 
Used BOO $29, BOOXL 
$49, 1050 $89. We're 8-
bit specialists plus much 
morel Send SASE for free 
list (113 S. Plant, Boeme, 
TX 78006) or call 512-249-
3024 [1/92] 

"A HONEY OF A DEALI" 
Where else can you get 
exactly the PO/Shareware 
programs and flies you 
want? Double-sided 
disks, compressed files, 
and your choices from our 
BOOK+ descriptive catalog 
make Suzy B'8 Software 
your best cholcel Call 
716-298-1986 [2/92] 

MegaByte Computers 
907 Melbourne 

Hurst,. TX 76053 
(817)589-2950 

A tarl ST Products 

1 Meg Upgrade (installed) 
$85.00 

2.5 Meg Upgrade (installed) 
$225.00 

4 Meg Upgrade (installed) 
$325.00 

Call for New IT 030 Prices r , 

We Repair, Modify, And 
Upgrade All Atari ST 

Computers. 

We Also Have Used Systems. 
Call For Pricing 

Jil 

Portfolio Products 

Internal 512k meniory 
Upgrade 

Now lust $295.00 

20 Meg Flashdrive 
reg $499.00 

Soecial Now lust 
.0 $399.00 = 

40 Meg Only 
$649.00 

• Latest Prcxluct Versions 
1st card LogiLex 1.2 
CalaJOOS ISO Ul9N 
CodeHead Utilities CodeHead 4 
CodeKeys CoOOHead 1.3 
DB Man Versasoh 5.2 
DC Data DIet Double crICk I.OA 
DC Desktop Double Click 12H 
DC Shower Double ClIck I.OE 
DCUtiIi1ies Double ClIck 2.00 
Diamond Back II Oregon Research 2.03 
DTPaint RIn1k Enterprises 1.5 
eSTeem, Inc. eST oem PILOT 1.5 
ElIpose' Maxwe/1CPU 1.05 
Fleet Street PubrlSher MIchTron 3.0 
Fractal Fantasy Maxwell CPU 2.0 
GtPlus CodeHead 1.5 
GFABASIC GFA 3.5 
GIMETerrnina/ Micro Creations 1.2 
Grammar Expert Phil Comeau Software 1.10 
GramSlam Phil Comeau Software 322 
HotWire CodeHead 3.0 
HypertJNK JMG Software 1.6 
LOW Power LOW 1.1 
LOW Power II LOW 1.0 
Lookit CodeHead 1.2 
MaxiFile 11/ CodeHead 3.0 
Menu Plus Rimik Enterprises 1.0 
Merge-h MiGraph Lx 
MIDI Spy CodeHead 1.0 
MIDIMax CodeHead 1.3 
MigraphOCR MiGraph 1.0 
MuliGEM Utilities Rimik Enterprises 1.0 
Multi Desk Deluxe CodeHead 3.3 
MultiGEM RiJTik Enterprises 1.2 
NeoChrome Alari 1 
OJUine Art ISO ? 
PageAssistant SparSysrsms ? 
PageStream SohLogic 2.1 
Pop/t CodeHead 1.1 
PrintMaster Plus U!1soo World 2 
ProCopy Proco 1.8 
OUIckST III Brandl Nways 3.4 
OUIckTooIs Brandl Nways 1 
Sales-Pro HIgl-Tech AcMsers 6.0 
Scan-N-Save MiGraph l .x 
Seurat SKWareOne 2.2 
Silhouette Maxwell CPU 125 
SUCCTOP SUCCWARE 1.06 
STTOS Alari 1.4 
STXFormer Brandl AJways 2.55 
Stak the Marl<et OUi~llfl(: Software 2.0 
STeTOS Alari 2.05 
Sucilen VIfNI Sudden, Inc. Beta 
TouchUp MiGraph 1.6x 
Tracker/sT Step Ahead Software 3.0 
Tree Saver PhIl Comeau Software 3.01 
rrTOS Alan 3.06 
TurtxlST SohTrek 1.8 
UISII/ AppIicatial and Desig1 3.3 CII 
WordPerlect WordPerlect Release 4191 (l) 

(l) 
WordUp NeoCept 3 ~ 
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P.O. 1197 , Berkeley, Co 94701 (800) 759-1110 Info (510) 548-2119 

1992 New Year 
Special! 

19 millisecond FAST SCSI Priam 
360 Meg Hard Drive with ICD 

Host adaptor & clock, case 
with room for more drives 

$975 wi-th FloPP!J in -the case! 

EconoM!J Specials! · 
20 meg 24 ms SCSI :Hara f})rive = $300 

1040 STE= $389 2 meg=$489 4 meg=$589 
Mono Monitor = $150 Color =$350 

Atari Brand 44 meg removable drive $725 
We have all Atari software at 30% off or better-4% credit charge 
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