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1. A kind of paper used in antiquity for writing.
2. A powerful document processor used in
modern times for self expression.

See also Word Processor, Desktop Publisher,

Forms Design, Templates, Mail Merge, Tables,
Calculations, Embedded Spreadsheets, Graphics,
Kerning, Microspacing, Flexibility, & Creativity. |
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Papyrus is THE writers tool we've all been waiting for!
Papyrus goes way beyond the standard definition of
Word Processors and Desktop Publishers to define a
new class of application: the Document Processor.
Powerful features like drag and drop editing, tables
and embedded spreadsheets, automatic Table of Con-
tents and Index creation, smart spell checking,vertical
and horizontal character microspacing, embedded
graphics, drawing tools, Pop-up Style lists, and complete
SpeedoGDOS support put Papyrus in a class by itself.
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Panel) allow you to make changes quick
and easily without disturbing the flow
work. Use of the right mouse button all
| editing to continue in a backgound window.

And the printed output... well, it'sa work of art! From
| aletter to your mother to embedded spreadsheetsand A fully functional demo is available for $5 (apph-
. graphics for that quarterly report, Papyrus has the cable towards purchase). Call now for competitive
| power and flexibility to fulfill even the most demand- upgrade information from other word processors.
i_ng writers requirements! Papyrus is available NOW !

Tired of using an old Unsupported BASIC?

Tired of working in a non-GEM environment?

| Then step up to HiSoft BASIC 2.10. A modern, fully integrated,

multx windowed GEM editor, compiler, and debugging environ-
‘ment. Nearly 1000 pages of documentation covering all of the
la(ﬁst operating SYSICIN pes rute rort search srock _options ETREN Toots
| featuresincluding support ““"
 for Multi-TOS,

| SpeedoGDOS and the [fel e e o
Falcon! The GEM [0 f E¥84FE... E i
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| quickly programming full !
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Emperor!

has a completely new user interface pro-

: viding unparalleled ease of use and has
exciting new features like Mutliple Volume removabl
media(Syquest, flopticals), Multi-Tasking Backgroun
Backups with any version of TOS, and support for any SCS
Tape drive attached to your ST, TT, or Falcon030!
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The long awaited image processing
ﬂae/ﬁaf’ecompaﬂion to TruePaint is finally here

Powerful filters, contrast and color corrections, and
special effects and yet so easy to use, it's a dream!

| Call now for competi-

L REGON Also from Oregon Research: Diamond Edge Disk Diagnostics & Repair, Ultimate Virus Killer,
® DATAlite Real Time Disk Compression, Clarity 16 Direct to Disk Recorder, VideoMaster ST and

Falcon Audio/Video D1;,|h7er Lattnce C, Devpac 3, Devpac DSP, Harlekin 3, SuperBase 3
16200 S.W. Pacific H
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Papyrus , The Ultimate Document Processor for your Atari is shown on page one this month. Part of
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Potpourmri.........

Choose whether owning an Atari
makes you pitter or better

When conditions change, or don’t go the way we like to see them go,
sometimes we accuse the folks who turned left, that they didn’t care for
us because we wanted to go straight ahead. It happens in our personal
relationships and has been happing in the Atari Computer market as
well.

While poking around on line, | see comments about Atari abandoning
things and going the way of game machine companies and not paying
attention to the computer user. Most of these comments come from
folks who still run the older STs because they have been quite
dependable. They haven't upgraded when they had a chance, but don'’t
want Atari to stop upgrading their technology IN CASE they want to
upgrade.

For most of these people, there are enough advanced Atari computers
available in the marketplace to satisfy their needs, even in the used
market. For those folks who ALWAYS buy the next computer generation,
and frankly want more generations.

A lot of people ask me how the market is doing. [ have to tell them
that developers I talk to seem to be making a living in the market IF they
are actively pursuing business. Yes, some developers who are laying
low, not advertising, not merchandising, and generally have a
wait-and-see attitude, are not doing as well.

Subscriber contact that we have with folks renewing and all seem to
indicate a vital market segment still exists and Atari information and
STUFF is still needed by the user. We are encouraged by that user
attitude.

There are enough 520, 1040, MegaST, 1040STe, MegaSTe, TT and
Falcons in circulation to keep a programmer happy, if they are offering
something new to the market.

Atari developers have moved into the multi-media area with the
programs that will access CD ROMs. Programs like ExtennDOS make that
possible. A strong leadership role by several companies is leading users
into the advanced are of Desktop Publishing that deals with color
separation techniques for full color press reproduction.

Graphics Cards originally developed in Germany have been finding
their way into the US market. Cards like the NOVA Card. Crazy Dots I,
and others are making hi resolution computing a reality.

Users will also be encouraged by the 50Mhz hardware upgrades that
are coming to the USA from England. These 68030 devices (called PAK
68/3) are suitable to upgrade even a lowly 520ST. Look :'or these
upgrade devices to come into the USA soon.

[ guess the point of my column this month is that there is a lot of
development still to be done with Atari Computers. We are happy to be
a part of this time and hope that users who want to do new things, make
their needs known. You never know in this world wide computer
economy, when someone from another country will have developed just
what you need.

So, understand, that the Atari is a world market computer, and
innovations could be coming from anywhere.

Keep on Keepin’ On



The letters column is edited.
Short submissions please. Please be
brief. Answers are as
comprehensive as possible for the
benefit of other readers.

What ever
happened to
the new Falcon
programs?

Dear ST Informer: | would like
to take this opportunity to say a
hardy "Thank You" for all the
terrific coverage you have
provided the Atari world all these
years. | thank you for "keepin’ on
keepin’ on!" Your magazine has
always been well done, and [

appreciate your positive viewpoint.

I wonder what has happened to

some of the programs
that were supposed to
come out for the Falcon and ST
line such as Chagall, That's Write 3,
Silhouette Colortrace, and etc. Have
you heard anything in that area?

William J. Hartshorne

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Dear William: Several USA
developers who used to import
these products have turned to other
platforms. European suppliers still
believe that the USA should sell
more than German, England, France
and the Netherlands combined.
They really are overestimating the
market and requiring abnormal
purchase requirements on any USA
distributor that wants to handle
their product. This slows down the
import of these products. They will
get here but probably slowly. That’s

Write 3 is being reviewed in Europe,
Silhouette 2 is on sale in the UK, and
Chagall is currently being touted in
Germany. I think these programs
have developed further and are
being marketed in areas with more
sales in a smaller space than can be
done here in the USA. Thank you for
your praise on behalf of our efforts.
I would contact any of the dealers
advertising in ST Informer and I
think they might get a line on these
developing products for you.

The Genlock article left
some questions

Dear ST Informer: Read with
interest about Genlocking in your
December 93 issue. As always a
GREAT job! I enjoy reading Donavan
Vicha’s Die/[\Hard columns and his

Use Credit Card Name
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More Letters from Readers

ST magazine history articles were
excellent.

The December issue’s Euro News
sort of answered one of my
question but [ remember seeing a -
review in STI about a Genlock for
the ST.

1. Who made it?

2. Is it still available?

3. Who to get it from?

4. Will it work with the Falcon?

(I'm getting one).

I installed the TEC card in my
1040ST, works fine, I like the
newer desktop, BUT my favorite
program CYBER PAINT doesn’t work
with it! Any fixes, TEC might be
pulled out. I miss CP.

R. Mahlert via CompuServe

Dear Mahlert: The Genlock you
mention in your question was
provided to us by Rio Computer in
Las Vegas. They have recently
down-sized, but [ believe they can
still be reached at (702) 454-7700.
Regarding Falcon compatibility.
Check our recent Euro-News
articles and you will find some
English manufacturers are pro-
viding genlocks for the Falcon. But
First, check with JRI Genlock
Systems at (415) 458-9577. John
Russell always seems to keep up
with TOS changes and should have
something that works with the
Falcon.

Sure, here is my home
address for Leonard

Dear ST Informer: In your
August 1994 issue of ST Informer,
a short article appeared on page 19
from "Infrequent Reader" Leonard
Saddler of Bakersfield, California,
requesting my home address.

You have my authorization to
print this short letter and show my
address. If Leonard Saddler wishes
to write me, he can be assured of a
reply.

Mario Sala, 2550 Pacific Coast
Hwy. No 211, Torrance, CA 90505
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What is a better way
than calling Europe?

Dear ST Informer: Great
reading in your magazine (as
always). I guess being on GEnie you
can sometimes find out things
sooner about the ATARI computers
but sometimes you don’t. A good
example of this was the article by
Dave Howell ("EURO NEWS"). He
talked about "PixArt" from ST Club

in England?
Dave gave a
phone number
for ST Club, but I
was wondering if there is an USA
distributor? Or an address for the
company that I can use to write
them for their software?

Hope to hear from you soon and
looking forward to Tax Wizard again
next year.

David Farrington

via GEnie

THE

ATARI COMPENDIUM

The most comprehensive programmer's
guide ever available for Atari computers.
Covers TOS 1.0 through TOS 5.0,
MultiTOS, and Falcon030.

Table of Contents: I

Chapter I: Chapter 7: Appendix C:
Introduction to Atari VDI/GDOS Native File Formats
Programming Chapter 8: Appendix D:
Chapter 2: Line-A Error Codes
GEMDOS Chapter 9: Appendix E:
Chapter 3: The Desktop ASCII Table
XBIOS Chapter 10: Appendix F:
Chap[er 4: XCONTROL IKBD Scan COdeS
BIOS Chapter 11: Appendix G:
Chapter 5: GEM User Interface Speedo Fonts
Hardware Guldeh.nes Appendix H:
Chapter 6: : Appendix 4: The Drag & Drop
AES Functions by Opcode Protocol
Appendix B:
Memory Map

A1)

996 Redondo Ave. #404
Long Beach, CA 90804

Info: (310) 430-0364

$49.95

Suggested Retail Price
+3%4.00S &H

ISBN: 0-9638331-0-3
860 pages

Available at your local dealer or direct
from Software Development Systems.
CA residents add 8.25% sales tax.




More Letters from Readers

Dear David: Sorry David. If How about an article on
there is a USA distributor, and we

know about it, we always try to animation programs?
make sure it is included in the
article so that USA developers Dear ST Informer: How about

could be supported first. What you an article on the different
see in print is pretty much what we  animation programs for Atari?

have. Come on, let's start thinking Tommy Dunbar via GEnie

like a world market.. make the

calls.. only costs a couple of Dear Tommy: We have run
bucks.. remember 7 hour time several articles over the past year
difference.. Lots of luck. on art and animation, but the newer

A&D Software

Presents

MEGA-Check 2

MEGA-Check 2 features a wealth of built-in & user definable
functions that can be used to answer all of your financial needs.

Copyright 1993 Chris Muller

SYSTEM REQUIREMENT

e MEGA-Check 2 runs best with two megabytes

o MEGA-Check 2 will run in color or monochrome, however, the higher
resolution of the monochrome monitor makes it easier to read.

¢ Because MEGA-Check 2 creates temporary files & accesses
them frequently, a hard drive is also recommended’

e Add and Edit Report Components

o Automatically warns of low (high) account balances

o Automatic checkbook balancing

¢ Fully automated bill paying/deposits

¢ Prints checks on any preprinted check form

* Keeps track of ALL businesses and personal associates

o Keeps track of all investments

o Wamns you if an investment is losing money

o Complete report generator with complete
background report printing

o Full support for small business accounting (A/R, A/P)

¢ Net worth viewadble at any time--Assets, licbilities, etc.

¢ Includes the ability to generate tax reports

¢ Interactive model building--MEGA-Check 2
asks you a series of questions and auto- 6995
matically gives you what you want.

¢ Many more features RETAIL

DEMO DISK UPGRADE (2.0+ $10)
$6.00 REFUNDABLE UPGRADE (1.0 to 1.9 $25)

Technical support available for owners’ by phone or GEnie

A&D SOFTWARE
Ae

909 NW Starlite Place ¢ Grants Pass, OR 97526
Orders: (800) 800-2563 e Info: (503) 476-0071

animation
developers
don’t seem to
want to send
us their stuff
for evaluation, and frankly, we can’t
afford to buy it all to provide a 4 or
5 page piece of publicity for the
product, without some help from
the developer. If we are to compare,
we need all pertinent packages in
the hands of a single reviewer for
comparison. Right now we are
getting a "Roundup" article together
on word processors, but feel we
can’t use a comparative rate scale
when more than one author is
furnishing the writings.

- Anyway, thanks for your
suggestion, you <Atarians> need to
mention to developers that you
would be more prone to buy a
package if one of the Atari
magazines were to review it. Several
such calls to developers might
encourage their use of our pages for
those purposes.

Give me more
programming,

| need something
to do

Dear ST Informer: [ enjoy ST
Informer a lot. I would like to see
more programming oriented
articles. They wouldn’t have to be
too language specific, but I just
think the Atari future will rely on
more shareware and do it yourself
software, and I, for one could use a
few sources of input. Thanks for the
magazine!

Wayne James-Steinert via GEnie

Dear Wayne: Speak of the
devel(pun). It so happens that an
article on Hi-Soft Basic appears in
the Sep94 issue and should be a
good start. We will try to include
small articles of programming
problem areas, and if readers can be
concise with their questions, we
could even start a programmers

October 1994 - ST Informer - 7



More Letters from Readers

corner to deal with narrow subjects
in programming.

TaxWizard li+ '93
impressed my neighbor

Dear ST Informer: [ ordered
your Tax Wizard program for the
1992 and 1993 tax year and it was
great. I even got an IBM friend out
of trouble by working his taxes at
the wire (April 14th). He was much
impressed with the program and
the speed of preparation. Looking
forward to this year's product.
Keep up the GOOD work.

Bud (Edward P.) Betz

Ewa Beach, HI

Dear Bud: Thanks for your
comment. It is always nice when
you can show off something our
favorite computer does well, to
someone who thinks it is a game
machine. The IBM’er should be
more humble in your dealings in
the future.

Font, Font,
who'’s got
the Font -

Dear ST Informer: You
mentioned that many fonts are
available for AtariWorks which uses
Speedo Gdos, and I assume any
other program using Speedo could
use them. Other programs have
their own built in fonts, like Degas,
Prism Paint, Calligrapher or use a
different format of fonts.

My question is - why do fonts
from some programs, like 'GDOS
fonts’, not work in another
program? They are all binary files
on a disk. Fonts are loaded into a
word processor or paint program.
Why not a universal format? Fonts
are fancy sets of ASCII characters -
why would one, like Pagestream or
Calamus, not work in another?

Rob (just curious)

via CompuServe
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Dear Rob:

(Brian Gockley answers)

A good question, akin to the one
of the ultimate debates in
computerdom: i.e. "Which is better,
a standard "like GDOS" that
everyone can rely on, or an
innovative font handling scheme
"like Calligrapher" which improves
things?" When quality technology is
not available, developers create
their own. That is what happened

because of the
low quality of
GDOS font
systems
available to developers
up to the end of 1992. Since then
SpeedoGDOS has enable the
developer to rely on that font
handling system, and lessen their
development time.

Programmers and designers
make decisions on fonts to use, and

a

>

A&D Software

Presents

MIDI MUSIC LESSONS

© 1990, 1992 Jerry Moffit

N

/ Introduction

MIDI MUSIC Lessons are
specifically designed to be
used as an aide in teaching
music skills at the keyboard.

They are used by:
« trained music teachers
» self-taught musicians
« teaching studios

« at home music buffs

* beginners

. 8

MIDI Programs )
« Chord Magic
» Note Wizard
e Rhythm Time
» Scale Master

« TIPS FOR USING PROGRAMS

Grades «
Print To «
Recorders -
Ear Training

« Tutorials
« Practice
« Lessons

« Drills

PER
UNIT

$29

A&D SOFTWARE

Aa ’ 909 NW Starlite Place ¢ Grants Pass, OR 97526
! Orders: (800) 800-2563 e« “Info: (503) 476-0071




More Letters from Readers

they choose differently if no
adequate reliable font handling
system is already in place. Before
SpeedoGDOS, developers had to
rely on their own decisions as
GDOS was not a marketable
approach. Calamus went one
direction, Pagestream went
another, Signum had their system,
That’s Write had another, and
Wordflair even used FSMGDOS.
Regarding SpeedoGDOS (as of

this writing SpeedoGDOS v5.0 is
being shipped). It is a quantum leap
from the old GDOS. The ease of use,
quality of the printouts and
availability make it a real leap.

Your comment about all
programs using the same font
technology is answered by the
SpeedoGDOS work. Future
programs can utilize a shorter
development cycle by relying on
the SpeedoGDOS system (as

The largest and longest standing group of Atari*
users in the world shares its problems and solutions
online every day in CompuServe's Atari Forums.
And you can join them.

Find the latest software, like the new desktop
publishing program for the ST. Leam how to
run Macintosh” and MS-DOS® programs on your
Atari. And pick up helpful game tips from
experienced players.

Need technical help? Atari personnel and most
third-party software and hardware vendors are online

Don't Be A Solitary Atari.

every day. You can even provide recommendations as
they develop new programs and products. There's no
better way to get more out of your Atari.

To join CompuServe, see your computer dealer
To order direct or for more information, call 800
848-8199. In Ohio and Canada, call 614 457-0802
If you're already a member, type GO ATARI ¢
at any | prompt.

CompuServe’

An HaR Block Company

AtariWorks,
Easy
Publisher, and
other
programs have done).

When someone provides a way to
use SpeedoGDOS extended character
set for us folks who want opening
quotes, em dashes, cent signs, etc, |
will be very happy.

Straighten Up, get
more professional

Dear ST Informer: Enclosed is a
check for July 1994 PD disk. Also,
please send me a PD disk catalog.

Many thanks for your magazine. |
am a regular reader and have found
it most informative.

If I could offer a suggestion, I
would advise that you pay a bit more
attention to the spelling and
grammar in your publication,
especially the opening editorial.

The frequent lapses in spelling
that occur tend to make STI appear
more of a "fan-zine" and less of a
professional publication.

In any event, many thanks for the
disk and for continuing to publish
news from the Atari world.

James Olsen

Eugene, OR 97402

Dear James: Thank you for your
critique. You are right, sometimes in
our rush to be on time, get to press,
etc, the last things done, generally
do not get as much care as earlier
work.

Unfortunately, the Potpourri
column is written last.

What is the deal
with Commodore
Computers?

Dear ST Informer: Enclosed is
my money order for 12 months to
the ST Informer. I've been a loyal
Atarian since November 1985 when |
bought my first computer, a 520ST.
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More Letters from Readers

Back then, people tried to talk me
into buying a Macintosh, however, |
waited for a better deal before I
spent my money. I needed a
window computer as I have
paralysis and it limits my typing
speed.

For more than a year, I've
enjoyed ST Informer. I purchase
my copy from an Atari dealer in St.
George, Utah. 1 understand he is
the last Atari dealer in Utah. It is a
sad loss to see something really.
good, lose popularity.

It is good to know that ST
Informer is still publishing. One
question I have is: What is the
whole story about Commodore
Computer Company going out of
business?

Daniel Thomson

St. George, UT 84770

Dear Daniel: You came out of

left field with that Commodore
' question. Didn’t seem to go

together with the tone of your
letter. Anyway... Commodore
Computers has declared
bankruptcy. I believe a federal
court will obtain title to their
assets and try to sell off what they
can to satisfy any creditors. This
could mean that someone else
might take up the technology and
continue on, but only time will tell.

After 73 years, |
still appreciate STI

Dear ST Informer: Here once
again is my annual renewal to ST
Informer. I am a 73 year old music
publisher who uses a computer
chiefly for music notation (Dr. T's
Copyist) and for word processing. |
have just retired Wordup in favour
of AtariWorks, which is a great
improvement in many ways (one
day I might even get around to
checking out the database and
spreadsheet).

Since I have no contact with
other Atarians, there is no longer
an Atari dealer in my city, and [ am
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not attracted to computer games.
ST Informer is my only source of
information on what’s available and
what’s good; I thought it about time
that I wrote and told you how much
the magazine is appreciated. Keep
on...etc.

Ron Napier

North Vancouver, BC V7N 1Z9

Dear Ron: Thank you for your
letter and comments. We hope to
continue doing what we have been

AATARI

TT030

Atari's top-of-the-line
TTO30 is the ideal
workstation for the
demanding creative or

o
business professional. ’,295

In stock for imediate delivery!

FALCON

Atari leaps into the future
with it's next generation
of personal computer!
RAM available up to
14mb, internal hard drive
up to 240mb!

doing for
many years.

We receive
the latest
development news of
products that are being enhanced or
just plan new and as long as they
keep it coming, we'll keep you
informed. Also if you are attracted
to something advertised in ST_
Informer, please let the advertiser
know you saw it in the magazine.
Appreciate it.

&
R
2
)
S8 SR

Woltenstein 3D
Brutal Sports Football

Accessories:

Composite Video Cable
S-Video Cable
Jaguar Keypad Controller

Keypa

d Extension Cables (2)

Custom Travel/Storage Case

w/1Mb RAM 1379

w/2 Mb RAM
w/4 Mb RAM

$469.
$529.

COmuter

40 Westgate Parkway

Toll-Free Order Line z
1-800
253-0201

GEnie Address: SWINICK

Phone: (704)

Studio 251-0201
Westgate Shopping Center

Suite H e Asheville, NC 28806




More Letters from Readers

Omegal ll not
totally clear
on editable
screens

Dear ST Informer: My Dr. T,
KCS Omega II (Atari) doesn’t have
an editable color play screen. My
Atari accessories disk won’t keep
the color as I change from different
screens. Does anyone have a way
to edit the color of the screen,
letters, cursor, of this 1040STe
program?

The company can’t help, do we
have a smart programmer out
there that can give me a choice of
screen color in play? <Help!>

Al Trautman

Lydia, LA 70569

Dear Al: I talked with Ken
Kittredge (our MIDI Editor), and he
says that the Omega Il program
allows you to set up each screen
area and then save it as a default.

He says this is done from within
Omega II, and-not from an outside
source. Hope this helps.

Use .Stalk the Market to manage your
investment portfoho be it hypothetical
experimentation with historical data or

Bill Gates captures
another Atariphile

Dear ST Informer: Referring to
your reminder (the yellow card)
about renewing. Sorry, but I've just
about decided to pull the plug on
my 4 Atari computers and move on
to the world of Bill Gates. And this
is a very reluctant decision.

I started with Atari in the good
old days...back in early 82, I was
involved in Atari User Groups, both
in Germany and in the Seattle area.

Times have changed. It seems
that Atari no longer supports its
products... few Atari magazines
survived. A lot of Atari software
developers have disappeared, or
shifted their support to platforms
with broader user bases.

My subscription for 1 year with
PD Disk Club expired with the July
1994 issue, but | haven’t seen a PD
disk since March, is there a
problem? The magazines kept
coming - without the disks. I'm sure
there’s a logical explanation, if not,
please send the missing disks. Plus,
I don’t know when you last
published a list of past PD disks

As your records may reveal, I've

Dividend Distribution: ATC

~your-actual “real-time”™ transactions:

¢ Record and graph price histories for your stocks, mutual
funds, or market indices

, dividends,

Dividend Inum $

01/27/"
Slnu 689,655
Current Price: $ 28,125
Per Share Dividend: § 0,120

5.5 )
5.0 \ Transac
= st
i Corpa :

N 27/87

- LI res] netavest
PR = e eIl
% M‘J’ TR = = N
o 11[m||)|u11]le_uml]mwnmpnu‘nu|1]1||U.|E{" }l W aln Tl
o e e 1992

wild consolidated ledgers
Generate eight different perform;
IRS Schedule D) |
* Perfarm cyclic analysl: of h.lstor
Fourier-analysis;
. Dmnload new or pdate old price

GFnic, CompuServe, News$ource (Lnnadmn exchanges),

or Dow Joncs News/Retricval (modem required)

----- All-ﬂmisgmdmfmm-s‘m.'.‘:.'.‘:c.' kot Version 2.0

Compatible with ST and TT mediugn and high resolutions.
180 page User’s Guide. 1 MB RAM required.

PAASEY NN BALEN e i £ 2
* Bventually limited by computer memory or disk capacity

For more information or ta place a phone
order call us at (509) 627-2491,

been a
subscriber
since the
beginning of
time -- but the end is
here.

Philip R. Collmer, Jr.

Tacoma, WA 98499

Dear Philip: Thank you for all
your support of the past. The
reason you didn’t get any PD disks
is that your subscription with PD
actually expired in March. We sent
issues (but not PDs) thru July,
hoping you would renew. Oh Well.
Sorry you feel bummed out, but we
have found a very active group of
people who are subscribing to our
publication, interacting with our
office and maximizing their use of
the available resources in the
marketplace. When asked "What do
you want to accomplish with your
computer?”, most subscribers and
others have NOT cited anything that
the Atari could not do. With new CD
ROM capability, it seems that the
last compatibility barrier for PC
products is coming down for us
"died in the wool" Atari users. We
are here and just continue to "Keep
on Keepin’ On".

K>

Sugy B's Softwane

Why order a PD disk that isn’t full
of the software you want?
With Suzy B’s Software you choose which
programs are put on your disk (using our
two disk catalog), so that you only get the
files YOU want and not those you don’t
need. You get exactly which files you want.
Almost all files are compressed to get even
more on each disk! Now we call that . . .
‘A Honey of a Deal!”

Single-sided disks are $5 and Double-sided
are only $7 each. Shipping is free. And if
you order four disks, your fifth is free!
Where else can you get such "a honey of a
deal”? Buzz through our 7,000 file, 800
"page” two disk catalog. Only $2. Call today.

Sugy B's Qoftware 76-298-1986
3712 Military Road, Niagara Falls, NY 4305
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Newly Upgraded Software Titles
MEGA CheCkZ This complete checkbook and

accounting software program has been licensed from Chris Muller.
Version 2.05 now upgrading. (2.0 & up just $10, Prior to 2.0 versions -
— $25, includes new docs). This program has a wealth of built-in & user Mus‘c Sthware
dcfinable_ fu.nctions th'a't can be u.scd to answer all of your financial Licensed from Jerry Moffit
n'ccds. }?loglam featux'cs aut.omatlc checkbook balal.lcmg. automated Get the full teaching potential of your
bill paying and deposits, print checks on any preprinted form, keep computer:
Aol ofall i t i ’ LGRS 4 i ) b g
5 - ; track o gll inves ment.s report gencratol W.lth Pack-gmun?d report Chord Magic, MNote leard,
printing. Full support for small business accounting(A/R, A/P), net worth reports, with Rhythm Ti Scale M
interactive automatic model building to set up your own style. New Retail Price yt m HMRe, 4 589 aSter,
Use as an aid to learning keyboard skills.

$69.95, Demo $6. . Works with either monitor speaker or MIDI
keyboard. ST/STE.
= 29 per program, $69 for all 4
Spelllng Sentl‘y. This spelling accessory s e e $
program can catch those embarassing spelling errors while you type.
Add spell-checking capability to any program you are using. Program Ty 3
works on the top window in usc. Works on ASCII files as well as word ‘;: Tax leal'd II+

processor documents and the GEM clipboard. Abbreviations feature .# 1 994 Tax Year

saves typing. Runs as a desk accessory or GEM program, The program is speedy, won't bog

down your system. Includes 115,000+ dictionary, including contractions anc many proper 7
names. Easy to install and use, includes a Free anagram solver and hangman game. Currently in Shlps Jan' 3 1
FWe are continuing to upgrade

version 1.2. New Retail Price $49.95, upgrades from V1.0 §10. Tax Wizard [+ to the new tax year.

-
WinterTree The SAUXUS. This addition to the Spelling Sentry There will be several changes in
program is the ultimate writers tool. A vast depth of words is at your command. Works as an the GEM program, to make filing
accessory and self installs. V1.0 now shipping. Retail Price $34.95 easier for the indivdual or sole
Gl‘amSlam This grammar and writing-style checker helps you write more clearly, proprietor. I+ has auto look up
directly and cffectively. GramSlam catches more than 1200 embarrassing grammar and functions, itemization and more.
writing-style problems, before anyone else sees them. New Retail Price $34.95, Shipping by late January.
Grammar Expert provides casy, online access to the rules of English More than 30 forms supported.
grammar. Grammar Expert also provides advice on effective writing, with a special emphasis on
writing letters. Runs on ST, STE and TT computers. New Retail Price $49.95. 1994 Tax Year edition. . .$49.95

$39.95 for registered users.

520 STs 10408Ts | MegaSTs

NETWORKING

Universal NETwork
SoftwareOnly.............. $219

MIDInet  Node Hardware & Software) $2 79

MIDInet is the all purpose system that can mix or match
any configuration of computers.

LANRNet 2 Node Hardware & Software) $299
LANnet uses the Lan ports of the MegaSTE and TT030
computers.

Printers

Hard Drives

MegaSTEs TT030s

Laser Printers

Universal Item Selector III (Upgrade to V. 3.32, $10 & original disk.)New V3.32 includes

keyboard equivalents. Now choose drives and manipulate files from the keyboard. Show Pic option while using
DC Shower. Create Folders, Copy or Move folders and files, Rename folders or files, 20 set paths, format disks at
any time, select drives (even on older TOS systems), Lock and Unlock files, show RAM, print files $24 9 5
or show to screen and more. Now it is easier than ever to use UIS. ;

pplication and Design Software

A 909 NW Starlite Place, Grants Pass, OR 97526
& (503) 476-0071 FAX (503) 479-1825
Orders (800) 800-2563
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New Developments

The latest news and developments from the Atari community

CORRECTION

Branch Always
Software
"Gemulator”

Fax Number Wrong

In last month’s issue
(Sep94) the fax number listed
for Branch Always Software in
the news release on Page 9
was printed incorrectly. The
correct fax number to inquire
about Gemulator availablity is
(206) 885-5893.

QuickForms CD_ROM
Forms, Fonts, Clips

The Sterling Connection
recently announced the release of
their new CD-ROM featuring every
product that their firm has ever
produced for the Atari Computer
system, plus a lot more.

¢ Quikforms-CD includes Qwik-
forms, which are forms and layouts
for PageStream, and the complete
LogoLibrary, which includes more
than 1000 logos and symbols in
very usable IMG format.

¢ Included on this new CD-ROM is well as 164 GDOS fonts, 142 PI1
Cliptomania I and II, which consists
of 700 hi-resolution clipart images
in IMG format that are easily used
within any DTP or art project you

Debonair Software

Sophisticated Programs for Sophlsticated Users

IS

6624 GC1 275 56° -30°22°
Py 015 Sig¥ir 1 6838 GC1 238°27° 10°47°
. 1616 D Sllllll 1377367 67°88| ) 1952 Neb 83°38° 22°81°
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Swe D00 0 (6o 19eeds- oo
Star Base 1.3::

More than 9000 brightest stars, 300 deep sky An additional
objects. Planets and comets (with path plot- Blg Sky database of

ting!), Sun and Moon. Various projections, ref- more than 40000 stars and deep sky
erence frames and map ranges. Mapping, listing objects. Requires Star Base. Most
and database manipulation. Hertzsprung-Russel operations possible with 1 MByte of
diagram. For amateur astronomers and for those memory, but 2MB are better. Hard
who just like playing with the Universe. $43. driverecommended. $22.

1 C=1 2.3 Min Cal

Already a classic. A numerical toolobox with expression Version 1.5 of El Cal’s
evaluation, numerical integration/differentiation, complex little brother: a scientific
polynomial roots (up to quartic), linear algebra, systems of (we mean it!) calculator
nonlinear and differential equations, function and data plots, accessory with the most
fitting data to any function, basic statistical operations, unit powerful function set
conversion and much more. From senior high to postgra- (more than 80) on the
duate and professional level. market. $15.

All programs run on any Atari ST, Mega, STe, TT or Falcon, color or monochrome.
1 MByte (or more) of RAM is required.
Prices shown above include shipping, and will definitely go up sooner or later.
When ordering two products, deduct $6, and $4 for each next.
Outside continental U.S. add $5 per order. Utah residents please add sales tax.
Updates: first one free, then $5 each. Upgrades to El Cal 2.0: $20 (foreign $22)

Toorder, send a check (in $US, drawn on a US bank) or money order to
Debonair Software, P.O.Box 521166, SLC, UT 84152-1166

might be

contemplating. Also included in the
way of artwork is EPSalot, which are
260 Illustrator Postscript clip art
files suitable for import into many
Atari programs as compatible EPS
files. Additional artwork on the
CD-ROM includes more than 3000
IMG clips at 300 dpi resolution for
use in your publishing efforts.

e For Font lovers, Sterling
Connection has included FontFarm
I and II which includes 175 Type 1
fonts that include AFM files for
PageStream. More than 230
Calamus fonts are also included as

files, and 450 more EPS files.

e The CD-ROM also includes the
complete set of Templicity
templates. This consists of more

CRAVLY CRYPT

The Crawly Crypt Collection is the CD-ROM with a
differencel The CCC is packed full with over 600
MegaBytes of uncompressed, Public Domain and

Share\Ware, software. Most are ready to run...

Some of the features of this disc include:

No filler files (ie. clipart, or compressed versionsl)
Over 100 MegaBytes of Falcon Enhanced Softwarel
Over 50 MegaBytes of STe/TT Enhanced Softwarel

ISO 9660 format allows access by any systeml

Special introductory priced at $29.99 urtill 11/15/94.
Normal Retall is $39.99. To order direct, send check or money order to:

Crawly Crypt Corporation

PO Box 23 - Webb City MO 64870 - USA
Please Add $3 shipping - Allow 3-5 weeks for delvery - sorry no CODs.
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More New Developments.......

| than 112

| different,
ready made
spreadsheet
templates for
popular
spreadsheets
such as
MasterPlan,
LDW, Lotus
123, Excel, and VIP. In addition
there are 700 business letters done
in ASCII text format for use by
anyone.

The professional presentation
of this package is amazing. The
developer has taken the time to
completely print out and illustrate
the total contents of the CD-ROM.
They are fully shown in an
accompanying index, so searching
for just the right artwork or font is
made easy.

The CD-ROM is-formatted in the
popular [SO9660 standard and can
be read on any CD player and on
PC compatible computers in
addition to the STs, TTs, and
Falcons.

QuickForms is available direct
from Sterling Connection at (800)
831-8538, or Toad Computer (800)
448-8623. Retail price is $59.95
and includes mounds of directory
material and clip art pics so you
can find the things you need on the
CD-ROM. For further information
contact The Sterling Connection,
Box 4850, Berkeley, CA 94704 or
call (707) 823-5500.

STraight FAX soon to
have version 2.20

A recent news release from
NewSTar Technology Management
(Charles Smeton) indicated that a
version 2.20 of STraight FAX! would
soon be released. Until then, they
are offering registered owners of
version 2.0 or higher the
opportunity to use this new
version prior to its official release.

According to the story con-
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tained in the Winnepeg, Canada
Users group newsletter, the
company is looking for some
testing with a lot of different
modems. They have conducted an
extensive Beta testing series, but
they are unable to imagine all the
many modem configurations that
might exist in the marketplace.

~ Version 2.0 or higher owners
can now request the Pre-version
2.20 beta via

GEnie email
or via the
Toad BBS as
Email. To
qualify you
must be a
registered
version 2.0 or
higher owner,
and your
registration card must be on file.

To request the pre-version 2.20
beta, you can send Email to
C.S.SMETON on GEnie or to user
"Charles" on the Toad BBS (410)
544-6999 at 300 to 14400 baud.
According to the author, it is very
important that you include your 10
digit registration number in the
request. Please do not post these
request in public files, but rather
send them Email.

Any further information on this
pre-version 2.20 can be obtained
from Toad Computers (410)
544-6943.

LDW Power
to be Upgraded

STraight FAX!

COMPO Software has taken over
upgrade development of LDW
Power. The source code was
originally sold to Atari, and they
have relicensed Compo to do the
upgrading and marketing of this
product.

Logical Design Works, the
originators of LDW Power, had sold
the source code to Atari. Atari in
turn has empowered COMPO to use
that source code to upgrade the

product that is already a powerful
Atari spreadsheet.

COMPO plans to update the
program for greater speed and will
enhance the capabilities of the
program to come more into line
with improvements made in Lotus
1-2-3 and Excel on the PC platform.
LDW Power has always been able to
import those programs, but as Lotus
and Excel moved on with
improvements, LDW did not
upgrade to match their new
features.

According to COMPO, the next
upgrade will provide a working
import/export link to the Excel and
Lotus packages. This should bring
LDW Power back into high usage for
those swapping files between the PC
spreadsheet programs and the LDW
Power package.

COMPO will announce, at a later
date, when this newly upgraded
LDW Power package becomes
available. For further information
contact COMPO Software Corp at
104 Esplanade Ave, Suite 121,
Pacifica, CA 94044, or call (415)
355-0862.

SpeedoGDOS v5.2
now ready to ship

COMPO Software is now shipping
version 5.2 of SpeedoGDOS. This
package is really worth the upgrade
<Rod said that>, as it now includes
compatibility with PostScript type 1
fonts, TrueType fonts, in addition
to the earlier Image Speedo fonts.
COMPO has been aggressively
upgrading this program in its early
stages. Already to 5.2, it shows the
kind of support COMPO is trying to
bring to the now STANDARDIZED
Atari font system.

Thousands of fonts can now be
used with this enhanced V5.2 of
SpeedoGDOS. See your local or mail
order dealer for further details on
price.

For more information contact
COMPO Software, 104 Esplanade
Ave., Suite 121, Pacifica, CA 94044
(415) 355-0862.




More New Developments .......

NeoDesk 4 now
shipping from Gribnif

The popular desk top replace-
ment program from Gribnif
Software is now available from
dealers and mail order firms. The
new version has a new look and
feel with 3D windows and
enhanced dialogue use. This
replacement desktop works on any
TOS version and is completely
compatible with all types of ST,
STe, MegaSTe, TT, and Falcon
computer.

The NeoDesk 4 comes with an
Icon Editor, a viewing ability for
Degas, Neo, Tiny, IMG, or BMP
pictures and includes the ability to
title a desktop background.

A unique feature of the new
version of NeoDesk4 is that your
most popular programs can be

displayed in a single
window, even AT
though their
physical locations
might be very

divergent. Font i
control is also

possible giving the

STeno: Untitled
_ M File Edit 0Optig?

Multitasking is here!l
)

NeoDesk File Settings Options

C:\Sanple Grou|
P Copy Drave 27 itens ;
File View Options

[FiopoyBrive 'g
Sampie Prosram
Samcie File

[ C:\NEODESK4\¥,* «|8
36 items in 673155 bytes

File View Sort Options

o R | i

LIRS KM+ 1N

0_1
[ 0:\ARABE!

13 items in 7| |
File View S{ ~

«|¥

user a wide array of | P

b
B 4
LN I
x2|:
x

choices for on
screen fonts. Background copying
and file operations as well as floppy
disk formatting can all take place in
the background, allowing the user
to do other things.

NeoDesk4 also contains a
powerful filtering mechanism.
Users of databases will be familiar

. with the use of filters to isolate files

they wish to locate and work on,
well NeoDesk4 has the same ability.
NeoDesk4 is compatible with all
Atari computers in all resolutions,
including current third party

graphics cards.

For more information or ordering
details contact Gribnif Software,
(413) 247-5620 FAX (413) 247-5622.

PAK 68/3 TT Speed
without the price

The PAK 68/3 is an affordable
hardware accelerator for the Atari
ST, STfm, STE, MegaST and MegaSTe
computers. The PAK stands for
Prozessor Austausch Karte, or

CURRENTENOTES;

Helping ATARI Owners Through the World of Computing

‘Illl..lIIIIIIIIIIIIlllIlllllIlllllIlllll.- ﬂk”a[s:’

You are not alone!
CURRENT NOTES, now in its 14th year of publication, is dﬁe“;f)ﬁ";“‘:’:i{lg‘l’ﬁ;o’:‘rﬁ‘;lg;“’y’gz‘iggg ng} e

devoted to helping you, the Atari owner, get the most out of to mice, desktop publishing to programming, CUR-

our computing i J )
. .): it puting investment RENT NOTES’ regular columns, features, and
R R R R RN RRRRRRRRRRERNRRERERNN,] H
product reviews keep you abreast of the latest devel-
SOFTWARE! opments for both the ST/Mega/TT/Falcon line and

The CN Library includes thousands of public dornain and share- Sl il
ware software titles - arcade and adventure games, utilities, lan-
guages, music, telecommunication and application programs, clip
art and demo disks. New disks are added every month and periodi-
cally aggregated and offered on a 44 MB Syquest removable car-
tridge. And now, CN even offers a Disk Subscription that delivers
a DSDD disk jam packed with the finest in PD software delivered
right to your door with each issue.

ADS!

For Atari owners looking to upgrade their systems with additional
hardware or software, advertisements (and press releases) are a critical
source of information. CURRENT NOTES 1993 Atari vendor
database includes over 150 vendors, developers, stores, and publishers.

ORDER TODAY!

Don’t miss another issue! An annual subscription to
this award-winning bi-monthly magazine is only
$24. The CN Disk Subscription is $48. (For sub-
scribers outside of the U.S. the subscription price is
$30 (Disk: $57). Send check or money order to:

CURRENT NOTES INC
122 N JOHNSON RD
STERLING, VA 20164

For even quicker service, call (703) 450-4761 and
‘use your MC or VISA to place your order.
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More New Developments........

Test: Falcon TT PAK68/3 PAK68/3

(33Mhz 0304 882) (36 Mhz + NVDD
GemDialogBox: 141% 168% 200% 625%
VDI Text: 144% 127% 146% 1230%
VDI Text Effects: 178% 201% 229% 1607%
VDI Small Text: 143% 148% 208% 1484%
VDI Graphics: 256% 392% 360% 1770%
GEM Window: 107% 157% 127% 310%
Integer Division:  582% 1168% 1168% 1303%
Float Math: 0% 427% 334% 366%
RAM-Access: 293% 485% 819% 956%
ROM‘Access: 2771% . 453% 779% 888%
Blitting: 160% 107% 72% 129%
VDIScroll: 151% 149% 137% 290%
Justified Text: 150% 134% 132% 350%
VDIEnquire: “157% 244% 279% 610%.
Average: 210% N% 356% ' 851%
Graphics: 158%° 182%" 189% -840%
CPU: 384%  633% 775% 878%
Test reference (100%) ::Mega ST with Blitter and FPU in High Res.
Results taken from Gembench 3.10

Procvessor Replacement Card for
68x0 processors. Originally
published as a do it yourself
project in a German magazine, the
PAK 68/3 is the 3rd generation
commercial version of this
product. This information was
forwarded to ST Informer by Don
Wilhelm in Menlo Park, CA.

The secret to this new board is
the 32K of external secondary
cache. The PAK 68/3 running at
33Mhz, is said to be 7 times faster
than an 8 Mhz Mega ST with Blitter.
This speed up is clearly out in
front of standard TT speed. PAK
can run even faster if the basic
computer is properly modified.
Compatibility of the PAK 68/3 is
high and virtually any software
that works with the TT or Falcon
will surely work with the PAK 68/3
system.

The system comes with an
optional 68882 math co-processor
and has space for an optional 32
bit wide operating system. There is
also an option to allow the board to
switch back to 68000 8Mhz speed.

TOS 2.06 is the minimum TOS
recommended, and computers
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other than MegaST will require
relocation of the computer
motherboard to an alternative case,
or at least a system of Freekeys or
Desktopper alternative keyboard
case system.

The company recommends that if
you can obtain TOS 3.06, that it
should be used for the greatest
PMMU multitasking support.

Prices of PAK 68/3 complete with
33Mhz CPU, requires TOS 2.06 and
is priced at $467 US. For more
information contact System
Solutions FAX (011-44) 753-30344.
Or write to System Solutions,
Windsor Business Centre, Vansittart
Road, Windsor SL4 1SE, England.

Papyrus Gold
works with
GDOS 1.1 or
SpeedoGDOS

Said to be THE writers tool,
Papyrus GOLD is now shipping. It is
said that Papyrus Gold goes way
beyond the level of just a word
processor. Developed as a full

interface program using
SpeedoGDOS, Papyrus Gold is a
complete document processor that
has a lot of features only found in
DTP programs.

Drag and Drop editing is one of
the features that users will discover
first. This ability to grab copy and
then just place it where you want it
seems to have been missing for a
long time on a visual computer like
the Atari. You can create tables
right in the document and can
embed spreaddsheets as part of the
text.

Worried about the look of your
document? Papyrus Gold has the
ability to create vertical and
horizontal character micro-spacing.
The program also includes drawing
tools, pop up lists and support for
SpeedoGDOS.

According to users, the printed
output is marvelous. With the
support acquired for font capability
thru SpeedoGDOS, Papyrus Gold can
turn our a letter to your sister or
one to your boss with equal ease.

Compatible with all TOS version
using a minimum resolution of at
least ST Hi, you need at least 2 Meg
of memory to properly use the
program and manipulate the
SpeedoGDOS or regular GDOS fonts.

All
these
features
are avail-
able at a
retail price
of $249.95
and is
available
from
Oregon
Research
(503)
620-4919.

Avante Vector 2
in limited supply

According to the folks at
CodeHead Technologies, a limited
supply of Avant Vector 2.0 (the font
version) is now available.

If you wanted the ability to load
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More New Developments .......

Calamus and adobe Type 1 fonts
and save Calamus CFN font files,
then Avant Vector 2.0 is the right
upgrade path from the 1.2 version.

Offered at a special price of
$150 for first time buyers, the
upgrade price for current Avante
Vector users is $30, plus shipping.

Avante Vector v2.0 also allows
text wrapping to a path. You may
type in a string of text while any
font is loaded and Avant Vector
v2.0 will convert the text to vector
objects and display it along the
path you choose. The folks at
CodeHead caution that they only
have a limited number of these
packages. There is no demo version
of v2.0 available. Upgrade
customers will receive disk only, as
a new manual for the v2.0 upgrade
is not available.

Contact CodeHead Technologies
for further information. Call (213)
386-5735 or Fax (213) 386-5789.

1 Gig Hard

9.5ms access $
3 year warranty

SyQuest

CARTRIDGE DRIVES

Complete Systems with case/cables
270meg 3.5" Marlin $469
270meg Marlin Cartridges ~ $69

1 05meg SyQuest Puma $349 ¢ Demo
1 0 5meg Puma Cartridges $62 R only
88 Readswites 582 44 $349 LR
88meg Cartridges $75

44meg SQ555 SyQuest
44meg SQ555 Cartridges

$239
$64

SCSIHardDrives

Complete systems w/case
4.2 GigSyr warr 8.5ms $2259
; 2.1 Gig Syrwarr 9.5ms $1399
1.7 Gig Syrwarr. 9ms $1219

on you

Parallel

1 G ig Syr warr. 9.5ms $649
540meg 2yrwarr. 12ms ~ $398
345meg 12ms2yrwarr.  $347

Complete with case, power supply, fan, & cables for FalcpnITT

52meg Quantum 11ms $169
42meg Quantum 11ms

Omeg ConnorSeagte 1 2
neliifellle

PC. Card Card Drive .
Reads and: Writes ‘cards

64K Ram Card semo $49
Serial Interface

Deluxe Hard Drive
Case for 2 35 scsi HD's$49
Supra Host Adpters $69
ICD Host Adapters $99
ICD Host w/Clock $109
ICD Link2 Hosts

DMC Mailout to
DMC Customers

According to Nathan Potechin cf
DMC publishing, the past few
months have seen many changes
within DMC in various parts of the
world. Some of the original pro-
grammers have left DMC to form
their own company, writing
Calamus SL modules. Others have
joined DMC going to full time from
part time. The end result is that
more people are programming for
the Atari, and more modules will be
available for Calamus SL in both the
Atari version and the NT version.

Potechin announced that Cala-
mus SL is newly upgraded. Along
with bug fixes, cleanup and per-
formance enhancement, a few new
features are also available. The
most obvious new feature is Spot
Color. Calamus SL can now

accommodate not only Spot Color,
but the automatic generation of 4
color separation of spot colors.

Another new feature is the new
enhancement to the Document
Converter that allows bi-directional
compatibility between the NT
version and this new Atari version
of Calamus. The new Document
Converter insures compatibility
between your Calamus SL docu-
ments and-the various NT versions
of Calamus: for the DEC Alpha, MIPS,
IBM Power PC or Intel equipped
computers. Also according to
Potechin, a new frame type,
Uniframe, is now available. When
you apply StarScreening, (more on
this exciting new module later) for
example, to a raster graphic frame, a
uniframe will result. The TIFF export
driver has been enhanced.

Potechin has also made an offer
of world famous font foundry type
when users accompany their
upgrade order with an order for the
fonts. Such type names as AGFA,
Berhold, Linotype and URW are just

Drive

649

mono,

$149

$199

DOS PC demo' $69

$59

Interface  $49

Stacy 4-20hd dzemo $1195
104OST 1 mb demo
ST Color Monitorsem$149
14" Color Tr/Falcon Mon $299

17"Color Monitor $995
Seiko CM1760LR 17" .26 Dot

Pitch, Flat Screen, 1280x1024
non interlaced, works with ST,
SIE; MngGo, & Mega SIE in

lcon and TIO30 in all
modes_including High Res
Mono T mode (demo).

Supra v3.2bis Fax
14,400 Modem $199
STraight Fax
256k x 8 Simms $4 ea.

Power Supplies

High quality auto sensing 110-240v AC
in, w/+12v +5v out 65 watt 4'x5'%x1.75"
This premium power supply will handle
2 hard drives and a fan, or a Mega
or ST etc. UL, CA and TUV ‘approved

$29 gty 1, $25 3+
Mini Fans 1.75'x1.75'1 /2"

very quiet, $29 list sell-> $10.95, 3+ $9

$159

Jaguar

$233

. Includes Cybermorph,
1 controller, and TV Cable.

Super STE
Bundie.....

Package includes an
STE with 1 meg, Atari
Color Monitor, Mouse,
Mouse Pad, Mouse
Master Switch, LDW
Power Spreadsheet,
Deluxe Paint with
Brush Mouse, Home
Accountant, Red
Storm, F16, Zany Golf,
and Simm City.

3399

$79

$109

All items are new unless specified. Call about warranties shipping etc. $5 handling fee on
Orders under $200. Send SASE for a list of hundreds of software & hardware items & more.

Carter Graphics & Computers

799W. Navajo, Kanab UT 84741 ph 801-644-2090 since 1985
Visa - Mastercard < Amex - COD Foreign & APO-FPO orders accepted
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More New Developments.......

$10 each if you purchase at least .
five (5) typefaces. DMC Publishing,
2800 John St., Unit 10, Markham,
Ont., Canada L3R OE2. (905)
479-1880,

StarScreening
a new module
is available
fromm DMC

This is used for the control over
analog based raster graphics and
settings. DMC now offers users the
latest technology, FM or frequency
modulated rastering techniques,
also called stochastic screening.
Further, unlike others that now
have this capability, it does not
require a PostScript RIP, using our
own internal SoftRipping
technology instead. This allows us
to define a FM raster by individual
frame, even mixing and matching
the two different techniques on the
same page.

The StarScreening module
allows you to output FM rasters on
laser and ink jet printers, up to a
resolution of 750 dpi. It includes
control lines for the adjustment of
color and black and white output.

There will be a PRO version of
the StarScreening module that will
handle greater than 750 dpi. A
price for this module has not yet
been set.

The Blend Module is a tool for
creating raster graphic areas with
gradient fill patterns. Choose
between two types of blends; linear
and circular. Within each type of
blend there are a number of user
definable options for creating
various styles of blends.

Page Tool allows you to view all
pages in a document in thumbnail
format, on screen, as well as
moving, inserting or deleting them.
Samples will be uploaded to better
illustrate the power of this new
module. Again, look for samples on
Genie, Compuserve or Delphi.
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An upgraded Text Module now
includes an Anchor Frame function,
a Leader Tab function that allows
the use of any character as your
assigned Leader Tab character. The
module also includes an improved
spellchecker and separate
hyphenation dictionary, improved
vertical text alignment, improved
EM-space handling, the ability to
insert and search comments,
manual kerning, inserting text style
and text ruler information.

The new ROTATE.CXM module
gives us the ability to rotate Raster
Graphics in any degree with or
without anti-aliasing.

DMC'’s additionally offers
Calamus Service Bureau. DMC offers
1200 and 2400 dpi Calamus output
in letter, legal or tabloid size to film
or typesetter paper, in-house. Also
offered are scanning, file
preparation, design work,
illustration, media transfers,
chromalin, color keys and file
conversions. Files may be sent via
modem to GEnie, Compuserve,
Delphi or direct to DMC upon
request. Please call for further
details.

A complete list of additional
modules and User to User tips, is
available from DMC Publishing,
2800 John St., Unit 10, Markham,
Ont., Canada L3R OE2. (905)
479-1880, Fax: (905) 479-1882,
Compuserve: 76004,2246, Delphi:
DMCPUBLISH, GEnie: DMCPUBLISH,
Internet: DMCPUBLISH-

@GENIE.GEIS.COM. i

Fast Path
vl.0
new path
utility
Are you struggling with the
system file selector, clicking here

and there to get to your word
processing folder or that favorite

game? Sure, using an alternative file

selector is better, but have you

found yourself wishing it had more
predefined paths and extenders?
Wish no more.

FastPath, a demoware program
by Keith Gerdes and Trace
Technologies, works in conjunction
with your system file selector or
your alternative file selector, giving
you unparalleled power and
flexibility when it comes to quickly
getting to the directory you need.
When you need to get somewhere
fast, you need the speed of
FastPath.

Provides 34 user-definable
paths in an attractive graphical
user interface. Call FastPath as
needed or have it automatically
appear before the file selector.
Select a path via the mouse or
keyboard and you’re instantly
there, reaching distant points of
your hard disk with ease. Paths can
be defined, copied, moved, deleted
or edited with point-and-click ease.
Displays the current path being
sent to the file selector along with
the file selector prompt and
filename specifications.

Remembers the last 4 paths
used in the file selector, for instant
recall. Combined with the above,
you have 38 paths at your disposal.
Provides 38 user-definable
extenders, one of which can be
passed to the file selector to
narrow the range of files displayed.

Works in all color or
monochrome graphic resolutions
with a minimum screen size of
640x200. 100% assembly. Uses as
little as 22K of RAM. Compatible
with all TOS versions and

_ST/STe/TT/Falcon models.

Strong support from one of the
oldest developers for the Atari ST
whose current product line
includes Data Diet, Squish II, Data
Rescue, Load Aladdin, TOS4TRAPv1
-and soon to be released- Missouri,
Fast Menu and the Falcon030
Toolkit.

Retail Price of $10 Plus $5
shipping. For more information
contact Trace Technologies,
[FASTPATH], PO Box 711403,
Houston, TX 77271-1403.
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More New Developments........

Binary Sounds to
market MIDITrack Series

Binary Sounds, a newly formed
company, has acquired the
distribution rights for the
MidiTrack ST Series (Smpte / Edit /
EasyTrack), GenEdit, EZ-Score and
MidiMaze of Hybrid-Arts and
Barefoot Software Fame. Stefan
Daystrom, who authored the
products, will continue support
and upgrading of the MidiTrack ST
Sequencers.

Demos of the programs are
available from the on-line services
as well as the soon to be instituted
ST Informer Demo Library. Binary
Sounds has also announced lower
prices to make these products
some of the best values for the
amateur, semi-pro and pro
musician. Reductions in price
approximate about 20% Off.

For more information contact Rick
Ladage and Bob Semaan c/o Binary
Sounds, 431 Oak Dale, Houston, TX
77477 USA (713) 776-9118 or (713)
449-3129. GEnie R.LADAGE.

Toad Computers mails
new products catalog

If you haven'’t gotten one yet,
call, write or do whatever you do to
contact Toad Computers and get a
copy of their new OFFICIAL ¢
Products Catalog. This is a full 56
pages packed with software,
hardware and accessories picked to
be featured for current and
prospective Atari owners. They
cover the original hardware plus all
the goodies you expect to use on
your system, game machine, hard
drive, etc. and all the other
categories of use you have come to
expect. Toad is a primary

distributor for several products
(STraight FAX!), as well as a
marketer for all the best that is
Atari. For more information contact
Toad Computers at (410)544-6943.

ToadFAX for
Product Information

TOADFAX (Fax On Demand) is a
reality. This automated, voice
activated system allows users to get
Fax on Demand service on Atari
product literature, availability and
pricing. The number to call is (410)
544-0098. You just call the system,
enter numbers of the documents
using your touch-tone phone. You
can choose between entering your
FAX number and having the Toad
system call you back, or receiving
your documents on-line at the time
of your call. It's intended to cure a
common problem in today'’s fast
paced computer market,
information obsolescence.

VISION. COMPUTERS

2511 W. 11th Ave., #8 Eugene, OR. 97402-3315
Phone/Fax (503) 485-1424

thing For Atarl ST/STE/TT/FALCON/Portfolio/Lynx and JAGUARI
Visa/Master Card’AmEx7Discover Accepted A d|

Atari Works w/speedo back in stock - $184.95 Service Center!
We want to thank Toad Computers for sending us
their catalog. (Well, actually 2). We suggest that
you call Toad and get one if you don’t have it,
And, we want to invite you to call us, after
looking through the catalog, for a substantial
savings of 10 to 50% off the prices which they
advertise, on virtually every item in their catalog!
Although we have been around the Atari
community for a longer period of time, we have
been able to keep our overhead down and
therefore, can pass the savings on to you, our
customers. Although we carrmirtually ever
item they list, we want you to know that we also
have hundreds of items which are not listed. If
you are looking for something which is not listed,
give us a call, we probably have it in stock! Next
time you leaf through that catalog, just remember
to keep saying..."See the Vision ... See the Vision
... See the Vision ... for $AVINGS ... for $AVING$
... See the Vision ... in Eugene, Or., America’s
True Atari source since 1983. '

We ship FASTH!

Calligrapher 3 Gold - $79.95
Falcon 030 $799.00 Hard drive kit

If you p ased your Falcon from us - you need to make an a
| the Warranty CPU modification-Recommended by Atari for a

29.95

intment for
Falcons!!!

Store Hours: M-F 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.. Sat. 12 - 4 p.m.
Friend’s don’t let Friend’s use IBM’s !

Kodak Photo CP

Photo Show Pro for great multimedia presentations
on the Atari Falcon. Only $59.99.

Auvdio CP Master

Use the audio capabilitics of your CD rom drive with any
Atari computer from the ST to the Falcon. $29.99!

German P0/Shareware CP

Very little duplication of the files on the GEMini CD and
even less English on this new CD from Germany. Public
Domain and Shareware Volume 1 is published by CD
Service of Germany and available in North America
through It's All Relative. Regular price of $44.99 and a

special this month at $39.99!

Winning Pictures CP Falecon Edition

Winning Pictures features 100 award winning images and
over 90 digital sound music intros‘and backgrounds great
for use in multimedia presentations. Falcon only. $29.99

Extenl0S 1.1

The best driver for CD rom. Fast, reliable and $29.99.
I’s All Relative, 2233 Keeven Lane, Florissant, MO 63031

or ask at your favorite Atari dealer.
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Taxes Got You Nervous?

Tax Wizard |+ .;\

909 NW Starlite Place ¢ Grants Pass « OR ¢ 97526
ORDERS 1-800-800-2563 or (503) 476-0071 FAX (503) 479-1825

Application and Design Software
Aﬁ, PP g
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Line Art Module
for Calamus SL

The RighT Stuff

Review by
Donavan Vicha

Calamus SL is more than just a
desktop publishing program; it's a
suite of programs that make up a
graphics production studio.
Through module components,
Calamus SL offers its own kind of
multitasking environment, pro-
viding optional support programs
such as Dataformer, for handling
conversion of graphic formats;
Speedline, for outline tracing con-
version of hitmaps to vectors;
Mask, for blending together
graphic images; Brush and other
specialized modules for raster
graphics creation, and Vector
Graphic module for vector graphics
creation. And like a baseball team,
it has strong players and weak
players. Publisher DMC has
replaced its weak Vector Graphic
module for one with the strength
of Outline Art; sorta like letting
Steve Sax go and getting Julio
Franco. If you follow the Chicago
White Sox, you’ll know that Franco
has solidified the 3,4,5 positions in
the batting order of the Pale Hose
to such an extent that Thomas,
Franco, and Ventura are being
compared to Gehrig, Ruth, and
DiMaggio of the 1927 Yankees.
With the excellent performance of
the masking and tracing modules
now backed up by the full-featured
power of the Line Art module,
Calamus SL provides a dynamic
lineup for handling graphics for in-
serting into your desktop publish-
ing projects.

Matching the Vector Graphic
module abilities to create pre-
defined vector objects, the new
Line Art module adds the powerful
functions you find in such stand-

Subscribers will receive 12 issues and may
choose from the prepaid subscription at
$25.00 (US), or an invoice plan at $30.00
(US) that will be billed after their first issue

arrives, Uaers gr';'“..’.."hlygroup of 5 or

more subs VG a prepaid
ng “ ‘“ ag low as

SIS 90 'llx: rates
i available) ber of
= subscrlberl ldgr ;zlnc will
o= A e —faa -:pilnb for $3.50 an
B : h Cov in the U.S.

prioﬁgg/wzczfm

anizers arc -ent or cam request,

il imcntery issucs for promotional usc,
w o) hope to use these means to promote
and sell Processor Direct to the public.

s $33.00 (in

/ Wlsh / could say | created this greaf text effect but it's somefh/ng Sean
Dougherty of Two Worlds Publishing worked up using Line Art’s Net Object
feature. This picture really tells the story of why any Calamus devotee needs

this module.

alone programs like Outline Art or
Didot Lineart (now called DA’s
Vector). The similarities are yery
strong because these progragxs all
function like vector object editors,
dealing with vector (object) paths,
either straight, curved, or outlined
(as in font outlines). None of these
programs are as straightforward to
use as oldtimer Easy Draw, but EZD
doesn't set text along a path or add
gradient fills.

What this means, in effect, is
that you begin drawing either with
lines or curves and connect or
break them to form objects. Using
EZD, you began with circles‘or
squares and built your drawing
layer by layer using these objects.
You can do the same with Line Art
and it provides an more extensive
palette of objects (see the Object

#*

menu illustrated near the end of
this review). You can go one of two
ways: you can begin with a raster
drawing, use Speedline to trace it
and convert it to vector format,
then use Line Art to clean it up
and add text or fills or both.

Or you create your own circles,
squares, or polygons—you can use
font outlines as objects, too—and
paste them together or layer
themas separate objects, grouping
them above or behind to achieve
the desired shape. The advantage
of the vector olzject hecomes very
apparent: while you are creating
the object, you needn’t concern
yourself with actual size since the
resolution of vector objects is in-
dependent of size,'whereas with a
raster image, you cannot resize it
or distort it wit 1out losing its in-
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Color Gr ' aers |
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TRANS LT 1O

Transition Active

COPY GRADIENT FARAMETERS

o coLoR Copies G
Start Angle : 6.00°
End Angle R | F

3 a e s 10 12 14 195 12 290 22 24
plelbeba el e bbb D bbb e b o by Lo b be da b ol d

Here's where the fun starts with color or black-and-white gradient fills following
elliptical, side-to-side, or up-down patterns, Controls are pretty straight-
forward, double click on the Start Color button and you get a full-featured
slider dialog box (the same used for most Calamus SL color modules).

tegral resolution and very likely
ending up with an image marred
by jaggies. ‘

Using a vector graphics editor is
not easy, but once you've learned
the “logic” of how Line Art works,
you can delve into the depth of the
functions for greater creative ef-
forts. You'll create images that can-
not be easily created with pen and
paper, to be sure.

OUTLINE ART IN A MODULE
(ALMOST)

Unlike the Mask module’s docu-
mentation, which really provided a
brief tutorial with how-to instruc-
tions in using the functions, Line
Art's docs stick to the format that
dominates much of Calamus SL’s
vast manual. While the docs have a
fairly clear explanation of terms
and functions as preamble, fol-
lowed by icon-by-icon descriptions
of each function, they still lack in-
sight into the how and why of such
functionality. I am still struggling
with the way Calamus dictates
using a different kind of frame for
each particular thing. Luckily, I
have a copy of the Guide to Using
Calamus Desktop Publishing, which
includes a section on Outline Art.

22 - ST Informer - October 1994

While not exhaustive, it gave me
some directions to take in testing
out Line Art.

If you have Outline Art, you
don’t need this module but if you
don't, this module puts most of the
major features of OA to use within
Calamus SL. (DMC offers OA users
the ability to purchase Line Art at a
substantial savings. It also allows
owners of the Vector Graphic mod-

Qutline Art (demo)

ule a similar discount on upgrading
to Line Art.)

As you will see from the screen-
shots on this page, Line Art looks a
lot like Outline Art without the
thumbtack grid. It also doesn’t
have OA’s Calculator function,
which is a very useful and power-
ful tool. What I cannot show you is
the wonderful ways in which Line
Art handles color. And every time |
start to play with color in this
module, time flies, and I get no
further along in testing out the .
other extensive features. As it does
with gradient fills, Line Art has a
menu chock full of options for
handling color blends—rotation
and transformation, vertical or
horizontal, rectangular corner or
circular—all provided for with
starting and ending angles as well
as colors, including a “ middle”
transitional color.

‘As you come to expect from a
Calamus module, which is why |
was so disappointed by the orig-
inal Vector Graphic module, the
fine-tuning capabilities of most
functions truly tell the tale of how
powerful the program is. For in-
stance, the corners of objects can
be bevelled or sharp; in defining
text along a path, you can turn
kerning on or off or manually ad-
just character spacing; and the

#

Selects
Font for
use with
Text Path
Functions
(see next

page)

Main Line Art menu

1

> Text Object menu

Two Line Art Module menus flank the main menu from Outline Art. They share
alot in common, but Outline Art includes the calculator (see double circle) for
creating formulas for transforming objects. On the other hand, Outline Art
doesn’t have Line Art’s Net Object function.




ability to save color tables and use
them with Outline Art (and vice
versa). Among the intriguing para-
meter settings is the ability to
change the way cursor coordinates
are read along the command line at
the top of the screen. Instead of
noting page position, you can set
them to work with frame coordi-
nates.

A real bonus of the module is
the use of net ohjects also known
as transformational objects or grid
objects. What you have is a gridlike
object with a number of control
points you can choose to activate.
You can then take any vector ob-
ject and project it onto the net ob-
ject. With practice, you can create
some very interesting effects with
this feature.

| FINALLY GET MY WISH

My biggest wish has been to use
letters and text as manipulatable
objects and LA does the job, set-
ting text aiong a path with vertical
orientation (baselines remain
parallel) as well as on a path,
where the baselines follow the
plane of the path. You can also
convert text to path objects, losing
the ability to edit the text as such,
but gaining the ability to rework
the shape of the text and work
with fills and color. All of this
works superbly once the basics are
understood.

Let me illustrate how I stumbled
about trying to get this feature to
work: I've always had trouble with
Calamus because [ would create
what I thought was a frame
(whether it was raster, vector, or
text, it didn't seem to matter) and
then click on some other menu to
get a message: Please select frame!
Frustrating? Well, I left my little
phantom frame and went into the
path creation toolbox, having set
fill to transparent white and drew a
simple line while in the Bezier
curve mode. Then going to pointer
mode, I would work up a curve.

I'm cookin’ now! Then I'd go into
the LA text object command group
and try to insert text onto the path.
It told me to load the font. Now do

Cvim o oL i

Char. Height :  20.00| nn
Italic Angle : 0.00 °

ol | Wame : CASEXMSD.CFHx
( Select Font i
Salaratat
el Ok ]

I check the docs? Hey, I know
how to choose a font and go
to the Text Style module
but I'm thinking, I've al-
ready chosen a font,
haven'’t I? Stumped, I

finallviStiick with thie EA G 2 8 70 St o e (08 Eni

Text Object Special Functions

and found that you use Path Text
Parameters (not exactly an intu-
itive leap) to select a font for this
group. (By hitting the Insert key,
you can call up the Character Set
Overview, which allows you to use
foreign characters and enter up to
32 characters.) Once accomplished,
I clicked on text insert icon and
was greeted with a cursor on the
path.

Okay, so I can grumble about
the number of steps to do this as
opposed to the way it’s done in
Didot Lineart, for instance, but
OOOMPHH, there it is! And it’s in-
tegrated right into a very fine
though equally frustrating-at-times
layout system. So, it's as I've said,
if you can adapt the logic of the
way Calamus works, LA brings the
versatility that Paul Molitor brought
to the Toronto Blue Jays. (I figured
I'd better do a Canadian baseball
analogy for Nathan and Co., based
as they are in the Great White
North, eh?)

SOME HANG-UPS, FIXED
AND UNFIXED

SL and LA have an undocumented
feature that causes the frame’s
grab handles to lose track of their
display status. For instance, if you
lock a vector path while in LA, the
handles should become outlined.
More occasionally than you would
like, however, the handles will
remain solid black, falsely indicat-

When | got the right frame and the
right font selected, | was able to create
this demonstration of the text path choices.

i

o

ing an unlocked frame. You can
check the the Lock/Unlock icon in
the command menu for the true
status. This is another stressful
step in the creation process.

Here’s another problem
reported to DMC via its GEnie
Category (number 16, topic 26): "1
have noticed vector frame position
shifts after reloading a CDK. For
example, on my latest project, I
had a number of locked 6x8" vec-
tor frames overlaying 6x8" raster
frames, also locked. Occasionally,
_all_ the locked vector paths
within the vector frame would
shift up and to the right by 1 or
two [points]. But the overall vector
frame and IMG frame bhorders were
still exactly matched. Because |
was overlaying fill patterns on
blueprint lines. the shift was easily
noticeable.”

Nathan and company are look-
ing into this as they do any prob-
lem that is reported. I bring this
up not to be overly critical of the
program but to temper my praise
with reality: complex programs
have to be wrung out by a multi-
tude of real-life users. DMC is still
active, folks, a really significant
aspect during the dormancy of
many other Atari third-party ven-
dors. Here’s another pro example:

The manner in which the new
module calls on the TT math co-
processor (!!!) differs from how it
works with the Falcon’s coproces-
sor, so people . ith Falcons had
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Voice & Fax

ATY C OMPU T ER (510) 482-3775

3727 13th Ave., Oakland CA 94610

We are totally committed to the Atari ST, STE, TT, Falcon & Jaguar

Falcon Goodies: 286 PC Emulalor $299, Mighly Sonic
32mhz accelerator $579, Falcon composile video adapter
cable $20, Falcon Videomaster $169, Falcon color scanner
$499, Cubase Audio $699, Falcon Digital Interface $499,
FA-8 $699, SMPIl $859

The Separate Keyboard Kit for 1040ST(E)
and Falcon030. It is 100% compalible and
requires no hardware adaplor or soflware
driver. Price ... $85

Detachable Extended Keyboard Adapter 2 ... $99

High Rez mouse 39 28.8 fax modem 209 Sludio Convert 39
3-button trackbal 69 Cartridge extension 39 Quill 65
Cordléss trackball 49 Monilor exlensions 29 MagX 19
Graphic tablet 19 Handscanner 19 Kobold 19
Pen mouse 39 TT Touch ,29 BBMv3.0 149
Carlridge clock 39 540meg hard drive 409 Diamond Back 3 59
TOS2.06 board 149 345meg hard drive 309 DA's Piclure 229
TOS1.2/1.4 board 59 1GB hard drive 749 True Image 89
Xira RAM board 79 CD Rom drive 340 SpeedoGdos 5 79
A/B VGA swilchbox 22 Audio CD Masler 29 Papyrus Gold 219
14.4 fax modem 169 ExtenDos Pro 39 Thal's Write 3 159

Nova 24-Bit True Color Card.....$529 Jﬂﬂ‘f" is in stock!

= o~

For Mega ST, Mega STE and TT's. %
3

CyRel CaTTamaran.....$99
The 48 MHz TTO30 accelerator.

AEAy

Store Hours: M-F 10am.-7p.m., Sat 12-6p.m.

Free Catalog

Free PD Catalog,
just for the asking.

ST Informer Magazine
909 NW Starlite Place
Grants Pass, OR 97526

(503) 476-0071
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‘Check your label!

The S 3 means you
have only 3 issues

left. Renew Today!
1-800-800-2563
(> )

EXTRA!!! &he Bimes EXTRA!Y

Q_ngi_kfgrm_s CD-RON

"
H ™

Qwikforms CD™--130 forms and layouts for
PageStream--plus every product that we have ever made for the
ST, and more. A total of 5392 images in IMG format, 722 EPS
(Illustrator) images, and 557 Type 1 fonts (with AFM files for
PageStream 2.2). Plus 700 business letters in ascii TXT format,
230 Calamus fonts, 164 GDOS fonts, 142 PI1 (Degas) images,
196 GIF images, 112 spreadsheet templates, utilities, classics,
and a few surprises for a total of 18,281 files and 274 mb (equal to
391 720kb floppy disks). 1SO 9660 format (ST and IBM). $59.95

FonitFarrn II'--A collection of 125 Type 1 decorative, display,
and artist fonts for use with desktop publishing programs (includes
AFM files for PageStream 2.2 or newer). 65 of these fonts have
been converted to PageStream 1.8 (DMF) and Calamus (CFN).
Specify ‘g’pe 1, DMF, or CFN with your order. Five or eight disks,
28 page directory--$39.95

%Ilptomanla II™--10 more disks of hi-res (300 dpi) clip art
in IMG format for use with PageStream, Touch-Up, Calamus,
Publisher, etc. Categories include Computers, Graphics, Home,
Houses, Military, Science, Signs, Sports, Vacation, Wheels, etc.
377 images, 28 page directory--$39.95

Sarne | %= The STering Connection

\ ﬁerb mail, send BOX 4850 ’
@ check or myonay'order to: Berke'ey, CA 94704

(CA res. add 6% sales tax)

=w=z; For more information, call: 707'823‘5500
ﬂ To order by phone, call:  800-831-8538

Buy Cliptamania IIl and
FontFarm Il for $59.95
Shipping-$3.00 SUSA)
Il other-$5.00




The Tabby Tablet

A new tool for an old skill

By Dave Howell

Many of you, I am sure, have
dabbled with the many Atari
graphics packages that are
available at the moment. Some of
you may well have ambitions to
become computer artists.

One area that has always been
a problem is that of accuracy
when controlling the cursor as you
draw.

The mouse that we all use is OK
for some tasks but isn’t well suited

Set-up

Tabby comes ready to use
straight out of the box -- as long as
you don'’t need an adapter, of
course. The manual runs to a slim
15 pages, but gives enough detail to
get you set up in no time.

The Tabby has a built in pen
that has a hinged nib which allows
it to function in the same way that
your mouse buttons do. Personally
I was somewhat dubious as to its

to drawing,

especially when you
are attempting %
some fine work. O

Tracing graphics is
a good example
where the mouse
simply isn’t good
enough.

What we all
would like, of
course, is a
graphics tablet with
stylus. These beasts
-- usually the
domain of our PC
brothers -- have a
lot going for them,
but one thing going |
very much against
them is the price.

So when the Tabby at £49.95
($74.95) was announced to the
Atari world, I was very interested
to see one in action.

This miniature graphics tablet
only measures 170mm by 145mm
(6.75 in x 5.75 in) but is all you
will need to transform your
drawings.

{atbs e

conmes wmplete with drivers for x‘ :
b w Wirosolt WINDOWS 3.0 and 3.1 |

pen on your lap. Also, there is no
more falling off the mouse mat at a
crucial time. And from a technical
point of view, the manual points
out that the Tabby is an absolute
device. The point on the tablet
exactly matches the point on the
screen. This is particularly
important when you are tracing
graphics.

The Tabby attaches to the ST via
the serial (modem) port. If you

practicality. But I am glad to report
that I have nothing but praise for
this device. What’s more 1 found
that the Tabby had a few
advantages over the traditional
mouse.

With Tabby you are able to take
up a more relaxed posture, as you
are able to hold the tablet and pen
as if they were a writing pad and

have a TT or Mega
STe the connection
is straight forward.
If you have an ST
or Mega ST then
you will need an
adapter. The
Falcon has a 9 pin
serial port built in
so Tabby can be

- fitted straight
away.

Tabby’s
software is loaded
into your Auto
folder, and also
supplied is a small
accessory that
allows Tabby to be
setup from the
desktop. Its
features are totally user definable
and offer a great degree of
flexibility, something that I wasn’t
expecting. Also your mouse
remains unaffected when Tabby is
attached and active.

If you have any boot managers
installed such as Xboot, then you
will need to run TABBY.PRG first.
Mouse Tricks 2 users do not have
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to install TABBY.ACC as the tablet can be
adjusted after pressing the Control-LShift-Alt T
keycode. Lastly, if you use XControl the manual

gives details of the baud rate, parity etc that
need to be set.

Active area
Acceleration

Button clicks

Customising

The opening screen of the accessory software
illustrates the control over the functions that the
Tabby has (Fig 1). The active area dialogue box
(Fig 2) is used to define the area of the screen

that Tabby will relate to. This can be freely
adjusted, with the selected area cropped, to

|UK||Save|

® MICROGRAF 1993 - VERSION 1.03

|_Cancel |

reflect the proportions of the screen.
The speed of the Tabby can be set in much

(Fig 1): This is the opening screen of the Tabby desk accessory.

From here all of Tabby’s parameters can be set and saved as
a default.,

(Fig 2): The Tabby's active area can be set via this

dialogue box. The manual states that thisis totally
configurable. The smaller you make the areaq, the

faster the mouse will move across your screen.

ACCELERATION

Direct [fl Bounce f{[Fast

Use '"Slow" for general use.

For fast freehand drawing
""Bounce" is more responsive
- but may introduce sone
jJitter (cursor shake).

@ MICROGRAF 1893% -~ VERSION 1.03

the same way as with a traditional mouse. There
are four options that give a variety of different

| SELECT ACTIVE AREA

(Fig 3): As the Tabby'’s pointer is an absolute device, the
designers have incomporated a few different ways in which
the pointers speed and movement can be set.

(Fig 4): This is probably the most important settings
box in the accessory. From here you decide how
the Tabby will emulate the left and right mouse
buttons and the single and double click.

BUTTON CLICKS

Hib — left click unless:

] Right Contrl [Shift

Xl Double TSN Shift] ALt |
AL +R
Click on 1lift awmay: X Beep
< Right & Double < Hone
[[] Pause after click

[Further options |
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FURTHER BUTTOHNH OPTIOHNS

<1 add mouse clicks to

Tabby's

1 up & Domn
joy buttons

Change nib click mith:

TO DOUBLE CLICK.,. RIGHT ..

Left & Right
Joy buttons

LEFT + RIGHT

(Fig 5): Tabby'’s designers have had the foresight to realise, that there will
always be some programmes, that will conflict with the keyboard
buttons that they have assigned for emulating the mouse clicks. Here the

alternative set of buttons can be seen.

responses (Fig 3). The Slow is
recommended for daily use as it is
the most stable and minimizes
jitter. The manual, however, points
out that there may be a slight time
lag between your moving the
mouse and the pointer moving on
the screen if you use Slow, but
draw freehand very quickly.

The Direct and Fast options are
there for your convenience and are
not really recommended for any
particular purpose. Bounce,
however, tries to remedy the jitter
effect that you may find when
drawing quickly in Slow mode.
Bounce has built in smoothing
effects, so any bumps on a
freehand drawn line will be
smoothed out.

Lastly, the emulation of the left
and right mouse click is the last

dialogue box that Tabby has (Fig 4).

The nib on the pen of the Tabby is
hinged. I found that a left or
double click were quite easy with
the tablet. Things get a little more
complicated when setting up the
right mouse click.

The standard (Alt + nib) click
works fine and is easy to
remember. One thing to look out
for are any conflicts within your
collection of programmes. The
makers of Tabby have thought of
this and if the Control, Shift and
Alt keys are in use for some other

function, you can set up the cursor

keys in much the same way.

One interested setting is the 'click
on lift away’ function. Here a single
right or a double left click can be
executed by lifting the pen 1cm
above the surface of Tabby. There
is also an audible beep on
completion. I tried this to start
programmes and this worked fine. I
did, however, find that when
working within the programme you
would make a few double clicks
when you did not mean to. So, if
you like this option it is best set up
for the right click.
Lastly, if you wish to leave the
pen set up like a normal mouse, the

PIXART File Extras

right click can still be achieved with
your ordinary mouse. If you are
right handed then the mouse can be
placed at the left of your keyboard.
You will then have access to the
Control, Shift and Alt keys as well
as the mouses right button.

In use

I gave the Tabby a full workout
with the PixArt drawing package. |
can report that [ found the Tabby
easy to use. [ also found that I was
able to concentrate on the drawing
and not have to worry about trying
to get the mouse to do what |
wanted. In zoom mode, particularly,
I found the tablet to be ideal. When
editing in this mode -- and as Tabby
is an absolute device -- switching on
or off pixels was very easy indeed
(Fig 5).

The whole drawing experience is
transformed using the device as you
feel you are actually holding a pen
and drawing on paper. Switching
between tools was also easy as the
nib on the Tabby allows a very
positive click. To compliment Tabby
there is also a drawing package
available that makes full use of the
tablet itself. Quill is a freehand
drawing package available in the
United Kingdom from the DA Vektor
people CGS ComputerBild.

FULL | [
Gereen

OEN

¥ NEW PIC

hi =2
ORS

(Fig 6): Tabby is particularly good in bit-mapped graphics programmes. Here in
Pixart | can edit each pixel if needed when in zoom mode.
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Priced at a modest £29.95 ($50.00)
Quill gives you the opportunity to
really flex your artistic muscles.
Drawing mimics that of a pencil
and as you would expect from this
sort of software, the nib shape can
be changed at will. Quill will have
many applications but is, of
course, aimed at all those with
Tabby’s. If you are into font design
this may well be something that
you have been waiting for. Letter
shapes, for instance, could be
traced and then imported into your
font editor. Or clip art could be
produced quite easily. The package
does compliment the tablet but has
too many features to go into here.

Tabby should work with any
GEM programme. However, the
manual does state that Deluxe
Paint has problems with it, as the
programme looks at the data
coming from the keyboard and

mouse and ignores Atari’s
operating system. The Tabby
developer notes that Degas Elite
may have some problems, since
Degas Elite monitors has low level
mouse movement. Consequently,
tracing with Degas Elite using
Tabby can be difficult as the
programme does not respond to
the absolute position of the
pointer.

The Tabby has been a welcome
addition to my hardware and one
that has made the transition from
mouse to pen almost effortless.

The Tabby takes a while to get.used

to and may not be to everyones : ’;;;i
taste when using programmes, such %
as word processors.

I found that when I was typmg* 6
at the keyboard I reached for the .
mouse. But any retouching or - i
graphics work I reached for the
Tabby, as it allowed me to sit back

and hold the tablet on my lap.
Together, both pointing devices
offer me the ideal solution.

Tabby is designed and
manufactured by:

ATY Computers g’

3727 13th Ave.

Oakland, CA 94610

Tel/Fax (510) 482-3775

Costs - $74.95

UK Distributor of Tabby:
Micrograf International Ltd
Unit Q2

Penfold Works Imperial Way
Watford, Herts, WD2 4YY
Tel: (011)(44)923-248222
Fax: (011)(44)923-244041

Quill can be obtained from:
CGS ComputerBild

Tel: (011)(44)81-679-7307
Fax: (011)(44)81-764-7898
Costs: $50

{After almost four years of waiting, the most
pgwcrful and advanced desktop replacement for
th‘e Atari, NeoDesk 4, has arrived.

iThls completely new version of the world’s
njost popular desktop replacement now has:

%Powerful Groups which let you bring together

 files and programs, wherever they are. Items
+in a group have their own window placement
and names up to 20 characters long.

* Powerful Filters which screen items by means
of their name, size, date, time, or attributes.

* Background disk and file operations, multi-
tasking environment NOT required.

¢ Complete SpeedoGDOS & GDOS support,

. replace any window, deskrop, or icon font.
. Multltaskmg ready for Geneva or MultiTOS.

[ts Here!

A

* Powerful new Search funcrion, uses xhe new «
Filter capabxlmcs and can create Gmup; ’
containing its results. : i

‘ Wil il

* Each file window contains its own drop-down -
menu with options specific to that window.’g

¥

* Items can be selected from the keyboard, - s e
mcludmga ‘quick search” mode where you i

just type the first few letters of a file nagae,” '« *

* New built-in Jeon Editor supports 2, 4, and
16 color icons (also supports most common
icon formats, including Microsoft Windows). &

Y

* Entire desktop can be displayed in a window

or run as a desk accessory.

* Desktop pictures can be in any common
format or size, and can be Centered or Tllcd

* Enhanced disk formatter with more oﬁm;p’

liC: \Sanple Group)
File: View Options
EEE

0] C:\NEODESKA\.% [ <[t Fclii
[ 36 itens in 673155 bytes |

NEODESK.HLP NEODESK.RSC NEOODESKH.INF

NEOICONS \NIC NEOICONS RSC NEOLOAD .PRG

]
%[ D:\ARABE
13 itens in 7
[ File View i

¢ 3-dimensional interface, similar to Geneva.
Includes advanced keyboard control.

* Online context sensitive help (hypertext).
* Brand new, easy to read manual,

* Complete support for all possible resolutions
and machines (including the Falcon).

If you haven’t upgraded yet, there’s still time
to take advantage of our special low price
upgrade. Call for additional information.

If you don’t have NeoDesk, call now to find
out all you've been missing. If these are just the

. new features, imagine the rest!

Gribnif Software
P.O. Box 779 * Northampton, MA ¢ 01061
Tel 413-247-5620 © Fax 413-247-5622

| File View Sort Options |
I.EI
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Nertz and Frantick

American Games fromn American Developers

Reviewed by Charles Saggau

Nertz

Nertz by MajicSoft, the same
people that brought you the Majic
Arcade Graphics Engine, (M.A.G.E.)
is a card game with some very nice
features. MajicSoft is also working
on a package of several arcade
games that will be available
commercially. All the games were
developed with M.A.G.E. engine
that enables would-be game
programmers to put together
arcade games in a short period of
time.

A demo of Nertz is available for
.download, but MajicSoft carried
the crippled concept too far. I
downloaded their demo, but could
barely get started in the game
when the program kicked me out
to the title screen. I could not
figure out what the game was
about and promptly dumped the

- demo, opting for more free space
on my hard drive. The full version

. passed my way and after a few

- stumbles and starts, I've managed
to get a handle on what has proved

. to be a most enjoyable card game.

Nertz is based loosely on the

solitaire game of Klondike. Playing

with actual cards makes for a

noisy session of several players

. scrambling to put their cards

"down on the playfield. The first
one to clear their Nertz pile hollers
out and the points are totaled. The
game involves putting down

- several foundation piles and

building on those foundations

. with other players. You also have

| your own private area where you

' can manipulate your cards. The

" rules could fill these pages, so |

e AR MR 5 AN L 43405 s 5515 G 5 e, 5L
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won'’t go into them at length. Let’s
just say that once you figure it out,
the game is relatively simple to
understand.

The appeal of

You will need a color monitor and a

double-sided drive. The game runs

on the Falcon and TT as well. If you

want a computer card game
experience that

this game is that
there are so many
variations of it. It
is set-up in such
a fashion that you
can play up to

Neriz is based loosely
on the solitaire
game of Klondike.

is different from
the usual
solitaire stuff,
then Nertz may
be for you. The

three computer opponents, another
player on the same system, another
player over the modem, and with
MIDI cables, up to nine people at
once. These last two features are a_
great concept, but not very
practical. Each player must have a
separate serial-numbered copy of
the game. If you can find another
user who has the game and the
time to play, the modem option
may be interesting, but the MIDI
option may be limited. It is a lot
easier to lug about a few decks of
cards, rather than a bunch of Atari
systems to play this game. It may
be fun to set up the MIDI option at
a user-group meeting or an Atari
show at some point, but beyond
that the MIDI option is an extra
feature that is well meant but will
never be used by most players.

The computer players that you
can play against are adjustable.
This is a great feature of this game.
Scaling your opponents to your
skills can reduce frustration. You
can eveh adjust your computer
opponents speed in between
rounds. You can play against a
dim-witted computer-opponent or
if you want a humbling experience
turn all of your computer
opponents up to level 9 and see
how fast you lose!

The game is frantic and fun
with another player, or can be set
to your liking against the
computer. The graphics are decent
and the sound fits the game with
digital samples. All of the set-up
features are done very nicely with
radio buttons and the whole
presentation shows a polished
effort. The music is limited to one
tune which can be turned off when
it gets annoying.
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game is hard
disk installable or will run from a
floppy disk. This is a commercial
release and should be available
from retailers now. The price is
around thirty bucks. If you can’t
find it at a store, contact the
developer at:

MajicSoft

348 Meredith Square

Columbia, SC29223

(919)347-2202

$30.00

A-demo of the game is available
from Genie in the games library
#33929.

Frantick :
Frantick is David Munsie’s latest

effort in the battle to keep ST
Software development alive in the
United States. In the past few years,
David has released a number of
shareware games that were for the
most part clones of older 8-bit
games such as

dollars and was surprised to
receive a call from David himself.
He informed me that he "struggled
with the decision” to release a
crippled version of Frantick, but
due to poor response on his other
efforts, he decided to do a
powerful game, but only spread
around a demo that limited you to
one life of game play.

Well, lo and behold, the
registration fees came pouring in! |
guess this is the way to go, as
shareware payment is probably
really low on a lot of people’s
priority list. David told me that he
received "a few angry letters", for
his method, but has been so
encouraged by the response that
he may decide to do additional
projects.

Frantick! is a fast-paced
arcade game set in a surreal
backdrop. It is for the most part a
test of your reflexes, with a load of
bells and whistles, including
power-ups, surprises, and some
borrowed ideas that come back
from the arcade past. There are
numerous variations on gameplay
including easy, two-player, arcade,
droid-assisted, and frenzy for
Falcon owners.

Your gun sits in the middle of
the playfield which is a blur of
colorful moving geometric shapes
and is restricted from movement

up and down

Frogger, Donkey
Kong, and
Centipede. I believe
he has released
close to ten games
in this fashion. My
understanding was
that the
registrations for
this type of release
was abysmal at

With Frantick,
David made the

Frantick!is a fast-paced
arcade game set in a
surreal backdrop. It is for
the most part a test of your
reflexes, with a load of bells of creatures
and whistles, including
power-ups, surprises, and
some borrowed ideas that
best. come back from the

arcade past.

the screen. The
gun may move
back and forth
across the
screen as the
endless hordes

come at you.
Your gun can
flip back and
forth to face
either side. I
have also
managed to hit

decision to release

a crippled version of the game and
make it available for public
distribution through the networks. I
downloaded the game from GENIE,
was intrigued, sent in my ten

some of the bad
guys on the side and kill them
without shooting them, but it is a
tricky process that may require a
power-up. In the cascade that
follows from the top and bottom

T R ——
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(and even the side), you find that
there are numerous power-ups that
are included in the fray. They are
marked as letters or in icon form
and as you collect

The sound on Frantick is very well
done with heavy digital samples
throughout, and it is possible to
load in a alternative sound track,
one of which is

them your gun
becomes more
powerful, your
collection of
destroy-all smart
bombs increases

The varying movements,
size, and speed of your
assailants will test the
skills of almost anyone.

available for
download. The
soundtrack
feature is
limited to
those who have

or your lives
increase.

There are other things you can
collect as well. If you collect some
letters and form the word
FRANTICK, there is a bonus that
you receive. There are so many
things going on during the game
that I may have missed a few of the
finer points The varying
movements, size, and speed of
your assailants will test the skills
of almost anyone. The game
seemed to end regularly with me
when I found myself overwhelmed
and out of smart bombs.

David makes use of objects and
characters from the past such as
little green aliens from games like
Galaxian, Asteroids, and a few
others that I have not seen yet.
There is even a gyrating bonus ball
that can rack up tremendous points
for you, or end the life of your
little gun. Once the game ends
there is a multiple high score table
which covers each of the variations
that you can play.

the sound
features built-in to STE's and later
models with at least 2 MB. But the
digital samples cover even the
older ST's.

I enjoy playing Frantick,
although my reflexes are probably

not going to carry me deeply into
the limits of the game. It is colorful,
flashy, and fast-paced. The game
can even be played with a Jaguar
controller if you have an STE or
Falcon. If you enjoy high-speed
shoot-em-ups, then this game will
be a welcome addition to your
library.

There is a Falcon/TT version
available for download as well. The
Falcon/TT version of the game is
supposed to be even more intense.
The game requires at least 1 MB of
memory, a double-sided drive, and
a color monitor. 2MB are needed for
the supplemental soundtrack and a
hard drive is suggested. The
shareware fee is ten dollars, for
which you will receive a key code to
unlock the game lives limit. You
can also obtain the game from:

Munsie Entertainment Software

5601 Ammons

Haltom City, TX 76117

(817) 485-9293 -- $10.00

The game is available from the
games library on GENIE, file #33543
(Falcon and TT), #33544 (ST and
STE), and #33545 (Audio Track for
ST)If you don’t have access to
GENIE, and need to get a copy of the
game direct from David, send along
a couple of extra bucks to cover the
cost of sending you a disk. The
game may also show up in a few
months on the cover disk of one of
those glossy UK ST magazines.
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Turn PLAIN vanilla text files into Creativell

WORKS w/WORDWRITER, ST WRITER & ASCII IR

_ A\ _File Dptions Forast Character Special Print Window . : ";: } G P Rl NT
| RN e ¥ ‘:

St |
o Includes GDOS and {

selection of graphic fonts

TRUE REVIEW of document before printing!
PRINTER SUPPORT for Epson & Atari Laser!!
CONFIGURABLE to the users style!

Version 1.7 now shipping!

M?)DlICCﬂIOH and Design Softwcre
909 NW Starlite Place, Grants Pass, OR 97526

ORDERS 1-800-800-2563 or (503) 476 0071

ATARI
TRUCK LOAD BARGAIN SALE
UP TO 80% OFF ON

® SOFTWARE ¢ BOOKS e DUST COVERS
® GAMES e CABLES e MOUSE PADS

* USED 520s - $50.00
« RECONDITIONED 1040s - $295.00
e SM 124s (mono) - $100.00

3795 BALBOA STREET  SAN FRANCISCO CA 94121 (415) 751-8573
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EURO NEWS

By Dave Howell

JQgUQr makes
its appearance

It finally looks as if the Jaguar is appeared. Pricing was
making a real appearance in the given with the majority
UK. Calculus -- a well known of the games coming in at
computer retailer, has stocks of £39.99 ($68), with the
this elusive beast in most of their notable exception being
branches. I checked out my local Brutal Sports, which




1510612 bytes
340 X 400

This is Imagecopy 3’s new opening dialog
box. From here all of the main funchons can
be accessed.

Colour mapping...

SE SYSTEM INFORMATION
i Free nemory
4 Resolution |

Dithering |
Colours AL T
Print layout
Page si

Hindons
1 Colours Preferences
i Palette blobal

..................................................................
...................................................................
..................................................................

A new feature that has been added to this version is the use of
cascading menus. This very elegant and practical solution to
accessing the many features of the programme works very well
indeed. | wished that more programmes features were as easy to get
to as Imagecopy’s.

|Bancel|

® Monochrome

O Colour Save |
Hone

Palette 45° halftones
98° halftones

Dithering  Ordered dither
Random dither

Dither filter XZ Or 0X0

The colour handling of Imagecopy has
taken a quantum leap with this version. This
dialog shows the colour mapping features.
Note that | have opened the pop-up menu
for the dithering routines that are employed.

CAtari laser

Screen colours. ..
+ RGEB

Colour model

Grey balance
Blue balance

Brightness [<[E] 188+
Contrast [<] +B3*
Saturation [<][ +8%
Red <k
Green [<[E

Blue [ <[

Colour separations can now be carried out much easier than with
earlier versions. Here the available colour corrections dialog box is
open. Also shown are these paration options including the universal
CMYK.

Bubblejet IBM =X = =

s lager. - Printer tupe
o e i W / Inage fornat, . DEGAS

Epson inkjet OIF
Printer mﬁm_ Printer [ HP Deskjet | T

HP Laserjet IFF
Colour HEC 24-pin Colour Y. MONOCHTOMNE Swsis szt Fﬂmat

CHY colour L
Resolution | 380 _dpi ] Resolution 5235 colou:. PCX
ration g : ;
Quality [ Hornal | Duality CMYkigggaratinn EUI’IIJI‘ESSIIJI'I P[lSM Paint
) CHY+K separation RSB
e N maer| M L i True colour | Targa
Feed [ Automatic | Feed [ Automatic ] 5 T‘I'FF
Save | 0K | [Cancel | 3 K Tancal Windows E%’IELT
[ Swe | | | LEancal } Save [ K] [tance |
One of the main features of this

version that have been long awaited
is beftter printer support. Jeremy has
taken this on board and now offers
support to all the major printers on
the market.
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As noted earlier, colour has come of
age with this version of the software.
From this menu you have complete
control over what kind of separation
you order from Imagecopy.

The number of formats that Image- |
copy now supports is staggering to say
the least. These extend even to those
used by the PC Windows environment.




Two can play
at that game

Unveiled at the CES in Chicago,
you may well have heard about the
new Voice/Data Communicator.
This neat device allows two players
to play a Jag game down the phone
line. Players can still talk down the
phone and also hear the stereo
sound track if they wear a headset.

This innovative device comes
from Phylon Communications.
Doom will be the first game to
exploit this feature. According to
Sam Tramiel you guys (USA) should
see it by Christmas with the rest of
us getting our hands on it
sometime next year. Atari User
quoted Richard Miller, Vice
President of Engineering as saying:
"Now 64- bit gaming can be an
exciting multi-player experience as
well as an individual pleasure."

New upgrade for
the text cruncher

It was announced in September
that Arnor, the guys behind Protext,
are not only releasing a new
version -- taking the current one to
version 6.5, but also cutting its
price to an amazing £99 ($168).
This is to commemorate its tenth
anniversary.

Unlike many word processors,
Protext has always gone its own
way and has won its praise from
the professional writer for its speed
and versatility. Many new features
have been added for this release.
Finally a full WYSIWYG page
preview is now available. The
graphic import feature has also
been extended and now incorpo-
rates .IMG, .PCX, .TIFF, .GEM and

.GIF's.

The spell checker has also been
enhanced with the addition of
automatic capitalization and also
auto-correct of common errors. The
pop-up box also lists many possible
alternatives to the word that it has
highlighted.

Arnor can be contacted on: (011)-
(44)-1733-689009.

Do you feel the
need for speed?

As reported in a previous
column, the PAK 68/3 is now avail-
able from those Atari mad guys at
System Solutions. If your system
needs a boost, then this could prove
to be the best way to improve per-
formance. If you feel that a Falcon
isn’t really what you need, or want,
then the PAK could be it. Using an
030 processor clocked at up to
50Mhz, with an 32Kb external RAM
cache -- this is a formidable piece of
hardware. To give some idea of the
kind of speed improvement Atari
Review ran some tests using a Mega
ST with Blitter and maths
co-processor as the yardstick. PAK
gave an incredible 819% increase in
RAM access time. Average CPU
timings gave an increase of 775%
with an overall average of 356%. An
information sheet on the PAK 68/3
is available from System Solutions.

Four from
System Solutions

Yet more software is making its
way onto the UK market from
System Solutions. News this month
of a networking package, Midicom.
This allows up to seven Ataris to be
linked together using either the
RS232 or MIDI ports. Hard drives
set-up to work with the network can
have any file transferred over the
network from one partition to
another without copying to floppy.
Also of note is Midicom’s ability to
run in the background allowing the
transfer of files without quitting
your application.

Speed isn’t that fast on a
standard ST. Using the MIDI gives
the fastest transfer speeds. In com-
parison, the RS232 portona TT
would give a transfer rate of
115,200 bits per second. Midicom
should come in at about £50 ($85),
and should be available in a couple
of months. Addition costs should
only run to the number of cables
you will need to connect the
computers together.

On the hardware front
AT-Key offered

System Solutions now have
AT-Key. This interface allows the
connection of a PC keyboard to your
Atari. System is selling a number of
different bundles with this package
including a PC keyboard of your
choice. You could, of course, find
your own alternative if you prefer.
The price is £49.95 ($85) and
should be available now.

TT Rescue

The TT is always used as a
yardstick for performance with
most accelerators claiming three
and four times the performance of
that machine. If you are a TT owner
feeling a little depressed at all this,
take heart, your fellow Canadians
have come to the rescue.

I have no doubt that many of
you are aware of the new CaTTa-
maran accelerator for the TT. This
48Mhz processor should give the
kick back to your TT. Produced by
Cybercube Research Ltd in Canada,
the board was reported in this
month’s Atari Review to boost not
only processor power but also the
co-processor to 48Mhz. Cybercube
are claiming that performance is
better than the 030 based Macs.
Here the board is a very attractive
£89 ($150). Contact your dealer for
availability in the US.

Compatibility with other
formats has also
been improved and
many of the bugs that
have plagued the initial
release have now
been dealt with.

ST Informer has been unable to
review the product for lack of
availability from CyberCube.

Lastly, from System Solutions
comes news that their excellent CD
ROM software Extendos has now
been up-graded to version 1.3. This
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now includes the all important
multi-session support for photo
CD’s. Compatibility with other
formats has also been improved
and many of the bugs that have
plagued the initial release have
now been dealt with. Also System’s
multi-tasking operating system
MagiC has better compatibility.
System can be contacted on: (011)
(44)-181- 693-3355. Contact
Anodyne Software, 6 Cobbler
Court, Ottawa, ON K1V 0B8,
CANADA.

Standards attempted
by Atari programmers

Atari Reviews own Ofir Gal, who
is well known by UK readers and
may well be known to many USA
readers as the author of the
excellent GEM Bench, has taken the
brave step and has set-up a group
that aims to bring together all
programmers on the Atari
platform. This is in the hope that
some form of standardization can
be reached with things like
keyboard shortcuts.

In response to the publication
of the Atari Compendium, Ofir has
contacted via the internet, many
well know programmers. Amongst
these is your very own Dan Wilga,
who was responsible for the
excellent NeoDesk. From Europe,
Ofir has contacted Wilfried Behne,
who is responsible for MagiC and
NVDI.

The group has been reported to
be at the voting stage so things are
quite advanced as I write this. The
first area to be looked at will be the
area of universal keyboard
shortcuts. More news when I have
it.

Up-grades and
more up-grades

Reported in Atari Review comes
news of many up-grades that we
will be seeing on some of the major
packages that have dominated the
market.
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NVDI will work
with TruType fonts

With SpeedoGDOS 5 now
available and supporting the
industry standard PostScript Type
1 and TrueType font formats,
comes news that the latest version
of NVDI will also be able to take full
advantage of the TrueType format
as well as Speedo’s own format.
This should be available now.

Signum Doc Processor
upgrades to v3.5

Many of you may well still be
using the excellent Signum
document processor. This package
has passed somewhat into Atari
folklore and I think that UK support
now rests with Silica Systems.
Although what that support entails
I do not know at this stage.
However, the package is still in
development with version 3.5
announced this month. The new
enhancements include a built in
calculator, and also statistical )
functions as found on most word
processors, such as character, word
and line count availablity.

Papyrus released by
ROM Software

As reported, the next generation
of document processor has been
released from HiSoft. Papyrus is the
product of ROM Software and

has announced continued
support and development of the
package. The next up-grade which
should be shipping now includes --
mail merge, spell checker and
support for the XACC protocol. This
is a welcome addition as
programmes, such a -- That's
Address and Connect also support
this format.

Foreign Language
learning on Falcon

If you are having trouble getting

bl

to grips with a foreign language ahd
you have a Falcon, then Trifolium
may have the answer. Details of
their TriLingua package were
reported. This package will record
your pronunciation of a word and
play it back to you, and allow you to
compare your attempt to the actual
pronunciation.

All of these packages have now
found homes for distribution
outside of Germany or are in the
process of doing so. When more
details become available I will let
you have them.

TOS under DOS
with Janus Board

Many Atari users are moving to
PC’s and Macs as they feel that this
hardware platform isn't sufficiently
supported for their liking.

The Janus board has been
mentioned in these pages from time
to time. This month’s details of its
UK distributor were given with full
technical details and pricing.

The board fits into an empty ISA
slot on your PC and allows you to
continue to run your Atari software
on your PC. Sporting a 16Mhz
68000 processor and TOS 2.6, the
board is said to be very stable and
supports a total of 32Mb of RAM.
Running on a top end PC -- at least a
66Mhz 486 -- performance is said to
be four time that of a TT. Unlike
other emulators, such as Spectre,
the Janus board will access the
standard partition on a PC’s hard
drive. Graphics are also quite
impressive with a maximum
resolution of 1024 by 768. Most
software is said to run without
difficulty -- including, That's Write
and Calamus. MIDI, however, is not
supported at this time. Work is
under way on the next generation of
software which will allow GEM
windows to run within Windows 3.1.
At £299 ($510) including the TOS
2.6 ROMS.

This may be what you are
looking for if you are thinking of
moving to a different hardware
platform. Janus is available now
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ST Sale Software Games
$9.95 each
STD028  ALCON
STD6S ALL ABOARD
STD025 AHMAZON
STE331 AQUANAUT
STE482 ASTRO MARINE CORPS
80 ATOHINO
STE090 AXE OF RAGE
STE065  BACKGAMMOM
STD742 BATTLESHIP
STE412 BATTLEZONE
STE49 BERLIN 1948 EAST/WEST
STD652 BLACK CAULDRON
STE402  BLOCROUT
STA0S58 BONANZA BROTHERS
STE453  BOOLY
STE630 BOTICS
STD044 BOULDER DASH CONSTR
STE103 CALIFORNIA GAMES
STD132  CAMELOT
STD723  CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING
STE676 CODENAHME: ICEMAN
STE540 COLONELS BEQUEST
STD048  COMBAT COURSE
STE432 CRACK'ED
STD060 DEATH SWORD
STE451 DEFENDERS OF THE EARTH
25 DEJAVU II
STA232 DELUXE ASTEROIDS
STD727 DEMON’S WINTER
STD252 DEVON AIRE
STD058 DIVE BOMBER
STE277 DR DOOMS REVENGE
STE444 DRAGON SCAPE
STE615 DRAGONS BREED
STD754 DRAGONS OF FLAME
STE135 DYNAHMITE DUX
STE450 DYTER-07
STE631 EAGLES RIDERS
STD065  ELIMINATOR
STD346  EXOLON
STD249 F-15 STRIKE EAGLE
STE216  FALLEN ANGEL
STE46 FIRE AND BRIMSTONE
STD339 GAMBLER; THE
STD548  GO-HOKU/ RENJU
STEO11  GOLD RUSH
STD083  GOLDEN PATH (ONLY TOS 1)
STE572 GREMLINS 2 TOS 1.4/1.6*
STD0S2  GUILD OF THIEVES
STD091  GUNSHIP(NOT TOS1.4/STE)
STD506 HEROES OF THE LANCE
STE137  HILLSFAR
STD145 IMPOSSIBLE MISS. 2
STE709  INSECTS IN SPACE
STD0S7 INTO THE EAGLE’S NEST
STD465  JOKER POKRER
STD110  KNIGHT ORC
STD129  LIBERATOR
STE639 LINE OF FIRE
STD117  LOMBARD RALLY
STD119  LUXOR
STE594 M1 TANK PLATOON NO TOS 1
STE119 MANHUNTER II SAN FRAN
STD179 MANHUNTER NEW YORK
STD141  MARBLE MADNESS
STE621  MATRIX MARAUDERS
STD157  HMERCENARY
STD140 METRO CROSS
STD148 HIDIMAZE
STA229  MOONBASE
STA102 MOTOR HEAD
STD343  NETHERWORLD
STE649  NINJA REMIX
STD166  OBLIVION
STD172 OGRE
STE526 OPERATION: CLEANSTREETS
STE136  PAPERBOY
STD181
STD176  PLUTOS
STD162 POLICE QUEST II
STE250 PROJECT: NEPTUNE
STE457 PROJECTYLE
STD866  PSYCHO
STD46 -BALL
STD200 QUADRALIEN (NOT STE)
STE194  QUARTZ
STD448  QUESTRON IT
STD199 . RAMBO IIT
STE632

SHIPPING INFORMATION - Prices do not include shipping and handling. Add $6.00 for small items

STD748
STE442
STD197
STD189
STD003
STE481
STE071
STD220
STD704
STD218
STD711
STD712
STE087

STD668
STE817
STA231
STES41
STD293
STD298

09/19/94
RED LIGHTNING
RENAISSANCE

RENEGADE NOT ON STE
ROADHAR 2000
ROBOTRON 2084 ST

ROT!

RVE HONDA

S.D.I.

SENTRY

SILENT SERVICE

SKY CHASE

SKYFOX

SLEEPING GODS LIE

SNOW STRIKE

SORCERER CLAYMORGUE
ARRIER

UEST IT

SPACE SCHOOL SIHULHTORO Deka II use IBM style keyboard on your ST $99.95

STAR COMHAND TOS 1
STARGLIDER

STARQUAKE TOS 1.0 ONLY
STEIGAR

STELLAR CRUSADE
SUBBATTLE SIMULATOR
SUPER SCRAMBLE
SUPERCARS II

TAU CETI LOST STAR COL
TECHNOCOP

TOM AND THE GHOST
TOWER TOPPLER
TRACKRER (TOS 1.0)
TRANSYLVANIA
TURRICAN

TV SPORTS FOOTBALL
Uns

URIDIUM

WARSHIP

WEIRD DREAMS NOSTE
WELLTRIS

WICKED

WINTER GAMES NOSTE
WISHBRINGER

WIZARD"S CROWN

WORLD GAHMES

WORLD KARATE CHAMP
WRECKERS

XOR LABYRININE PALACE
YOLANDA

ZANY GOLF

ZYNAPS

ST Sale Software Non-games

STD531
STE408
STE745
STD694
STD814
STD384
STE469
STE814
STE210
STD60S
STD793
STD702
STE179

STD635

$9.95 each

ART & FILH DIRECTOR

DB MASTER ONE

DC SHOW ER

DESIGN IDEAS FOR T.DTP
EDUCATION GRAPHICS THG
EZ TRACK HIDI Sequencer
FIRST WORD

G.I.M.E. TERMINAL

IS TALK (HODEH SOFT)
MIXED UP HMOTHER GOOSE
NAVIGATOR

OCP ART STUDIO

OMNIRES (HONO/COLOR)
PEOPLE; PLACES & THINGS
RHYTHY - (SPREADSHEET)
STEALTH (HODEH PROGRAM)
SYMBOLS AND SLOGANS IMG
VT-100 TERH EHULATOR
WORD QUEST

ARRAKIS: ALGEBRA 1 V.1
ARRAKIS: ALGEBRA 2 V.IT
: ALGEBRA IT V.I
: ALGEBRA ITT

: BIOLOGY V. ITT
: BIOLOGY VOL. I
: BIOLOGY VOL.IT
: BIOLOGY VOL.IV
: CHEMISTRYVOL.2
: CHEMISTRYVOL.I

: PHYSICS VOL.IT
: STATISTICS V.I
LINKWORD DUTCH

FRENCH

FRENCH LEV 2
REEK

Gl
LINKWORD HEBREW
LINKWORD PORTUGESE

e
""" 1725 De La Cruz Bivd #7

Publishing

Just in Specials

DeskSet II Atari Desktop Pub. was $395 now $29.95

EasyDraw $29.95, Planetarium $19.95
Atari PC-1 IBM Clone $125. Atari PC-3 C
Atari IBM Clone 101 Keyboard $25.

&y
Partner

DESKTOP PUBLISHING WITH POSTSCRIPT OUTPUT
LAST VERSION BEFORE PAGESTREAM. WORKS IN 520ST.
REQUIRES. IMEG, DSDD. SUPER SALE.

Phone Hours Tue - Fri 10am -6pm

"~ Store Hours Thur & Fri 10 am -6pm

Saturday 10am- Spm

408-986-9960

FAX 986-9968

Handy Mouse
Gold, Silver or White
$24.95 each with mouse mas

lone $150.

Golden Image
Cordless Mouse

TT, FALCON, 1040 STE

’ ACS115 $39.95
Stacy, Mega STE $Call
Mega ST 4 meg $549 Gemulator 3.02 $99.95
19" Moniterm High Res Monitor | (32 bit ST Emulator for a
TT ready $495.00 PC Clone 386/486/Pentium.
MEGAFILE 60 HARD DRIVE $295 Requires TOS 1.4/2.06
SONY CD ROM DRIVE $195 PC Xformer 3.0 8-Bit 800/XL/XE
Emulator for a PC Clone $29.95
:>—§ M [RC to 10 we RC Clume as @)
= _$59.95 ifixe aund) et (fore S-BR SO0
Shatefvanet e uinesgintertacey
Package California Games, Pouch
& Comlynx cable $14.95 ComputerEyes
U SE 95 s e
CYNX LARGE g,,:éi" : Video Digitizer
FANNY PACK . J
lél‘;:)é'ls%ks (LYNX )... j $39.95 (mono)
iI(J:NP(\)I{&SIgl? ggré% ad: 320 X 200 resolution s
LYNX 6 D-CELL PACK . : s e "V"'gg’;(‘i‘gg ;’;ﬂz gy
Sgll}l;‘ ]?(I;&Tﬁ? z]\:l())Xl’zTAC,Asl}’(I)‘(g), Dithered grey scale on mono monitors|

Chips Challenge, Blue Lightning, Gates
of Zendocon, Electrocop ... 9.95ea*
. Super Discount $14.95 ea
BASKETBRAWL. BASEBALL HEROS,
BLOCKOUT, BILL & TEDS, ZARLOR,
CHECKERED FLAG, KLAX, HYDRA,
GAUNTLET, HARD DRIVIN, XYBOTS,
ISHIDO, NINJA GADIEN, W. SOCCER,
PINBALLJAM, KUNGFOOD, RYGAR,
MS PACM, RAMPAGE, RAMPART,
STUN RUN, SHANGHALI, TODDS ADV,
XENOPHOBE, CYBERBALL, CASINO,
SUPERSKWEEK, ROADBLASTERS.
More Discounts $19.95 ea
CALIF GAMES, DINOLYMPICS, APB,
CRYSTAL MINES II, DIRTY LARRY,
DRACULA, GORDO 106, HOCKEY, JC
TENNIS, LEMMINGS MB VOLLEYBALL,
NFL FOOTBALL, TURBO SUB, POWER
FACTOR, PITFIGHTER, SCRAPYARD DOG
SHADOW OF THE BEAST, STEEL TALONS,
SWITCHBLADE II, BATMAN,PAPERBOY,
VIKING CHILD. Note: * Special Sale Prices.

OR 6-D CELL...............$12.95EACH %
NEW Titles ST Monitors

Suner O Road. .96 B&C SC1224 $200
o v — ATARI SC1224 $250
Best Selling Titles ATARI SC1435 $365
Desert SUAKE vomevmeemmenmemeene oo 49.95 ATARI SM147 $199
Battlewheels (Number one seller!) 39.95 ATARI SM124 $175
Double Dragon we.weesssesssesees 39.95 'DEMO SM124 $125

JRI Video Genlock
S-VHS FOR MEGA ST $399.
W/MEGA 2 INSTALLED $999.
FOR FALCON $ CALL
GENLOCK YOUR COMPUTER
TO EXTERNAL VIDEO SOURCE.

FADE, DISSOVLE, OVERLAY.

Jaguar $225
64 Bit Power

S-VHF VIDEO CABLE
COMPOSITE VIDEO CABLE
GAME CONTROLER, Ext cable
CRESCENT GALAXY
BRUTAL SPORTS FOOTBALL
RAI-DEN, WOLFENSTEIN 3D
TEMPEST, DINO DUDES
DOOM, ALIEN VS PREDATOR
CHECKERED FLAG II
TINY TOONS ADVENTURES
CD ROM DRIVE

($10.00 Min. for Canada). Add $10.00 for disk drive. Calil. res. include 8.25% sales

fax. Mastercard and Visa accepled il your telephone is listed in your local phone directory- Orders may be pre-paid with money order, cashier check, or personal check. Personal checks

are held lor three weeks,

To receive our catal

Infernational and APO orders must be pre-paid with cashier check or money order. $20.00 minimum on all orders.

ue, please send $1.50 in coin or stamp to cover the cost of mailing or get it FREE with your order.

PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO.CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE - NO REFUNDS - ALL SALES ARE FINAL
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Part II - A Tutorial and
Overview for both the
Programmable Variations
Generator and the Master Editor.

In Part I of our review of
Omega II, we looked at the
various capabilities of the KCS
and the four accompanying MPE
modules: TIGER, The Mixer, The
Song Editor and Quickscore.
These modules provided a
number of different ways of
manipulating and displaying
MIDI data in what, most of the
time, could be called a
traditional approach. For Level II
users, things get REALLY
interesting when MIDI data is
processed through the
Programmable Variations
Generator (PVG) and the Master
Editor (ME).

Dr.T’s
Omega ll

Review by Ken Kittredge

Desk File Edit Options Environment Transforn
| 1sR_-BT:, ST[EWNT| TIve [ci [19p [NOTE |veL |our [ESTTSCTINNEY Name: Ch 1R
e e e e e Fuents left: 438784  Output: A

After talking to a number of
Omega Il owners, it became
apparent that most of them had an
idea of how <what> the PVG and
ME could do, yet knew very little
about setting up various
parameters within the program to
achieve a desired affect. I decided
to deviate a bit from the
traditional review process and
include a simple tutorial at the
beginning of both the PVG and ME
sections. This will, hopefully,
provide users, and potential
buyers, with a better
understanding of how each of
different functions within the PVG
and ME process MIDI data.

The Programmable
Variations Generator

I. A quick Tutorial

The Changes Screen

Before we dive into the PVG, we
need to enter some ’original’ MIDI
data so that we can come up with
some 'variations’. At this point,
let’s concentrate on data entered
in TRACK mode and worry about
data entered in OPEN mode when
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() iisLn 19 1 18 10N C 4 88 237
1-1:218 2 199 L ON D 4 82 248 | dsackwr Eleiane; saseh
1- 2:22 3 258 10N E 4 85 233 EHa11 Tracks To Sea
1-3:226 4 232 10N F 4 85 235|Crnsers Csea To a1l Tracks
1- 4:227 5 247 1 0N G 4 89 239 | EKudiuse Esp1ix
S SRR
- Z1 Ecopu Evelete Track
3-3: 6 8 989 DE i Edraste Elciear A1l Tracks
) Eoelete
Eerase EMaster Edit
Eeve
k ﬂﬂ.t Backup ﬁPllu Screen
EFina [Eoren Edit
EHcale [EoPEN Plau
1IN N 1
Eundo R VA AR T
|| 1
MESSAGES :

Fig. 1: The Event Edit List.

we get to the ME.

Hit the record, and then play, on
the track screen and enter notes C
through in ascending order within
the same octave on your MIDI
keyboard. Now, click on the EDIT
button, to the left of the Transport
Controls, and you should now be in
the Event List Editor (See Fig. 1)

In order to more easily 'see’ the
variations made to the input notes,
use the ’ Velocities'...” and

'‘Durations...” options from the
Transform drop down menu to Set
all the note velocities and durations
to an average value for each
parameter. In our case, an average
value for all velocities would be 85
and an average value for all
durations would be 235. The two
input screens for setting all the
velocities and durations is shown in
(Fig 2.)

At this point, clicking on the

EDIT VELOCITIES

Event Range AT B, [ bR
Measure Range Sl blly ot
Increase Amount: _12
Decrease
Invert Center: _85
Value: Hg5 3
Scale By: 180%
Clip Min: RS
Delete Below Min Max: 127
Linear -Set/Scale Set: ol X2V
Scale: 1088% 1887

OK CANCEL

EDIT DURATIONS
Event Range IR PR | NSNS
Measure Range sl < gt
Increase Amount: _24
Decrease
Invert Center: 2335
Value: 23§ S
Scale By: 188%
Clip Min: oS |
Delete Below Min Max: 999
Linear Set/Scale Set: IR e b 7
Scale: 180% 180%
oK CANCEL

Fig. 2: The Edit Velocities and Durations input screens.



CHANGE by Constant baussian Signed o
AMT WGT AMT WGT AMT WGT | SD WGT | AMT WGT AMT WGT
Pitch St oSt stk I (8 W B VIO v Ul R (R Changes
10 P (et o i 1 TR |l BC, i Bl | RIS O Defaults
Duration _.3 AL QRS b ulbenl) CRORR, ToRisitl DR | S IO T A Swap/Copy
Tine e TR SRR P o ot (0 b o L S ol R Set Values
Shift Aok g Y BRI i 1Y G Bl e SR Global 1
A 7050 B CE O G e S R e sy e ST i SR Global 2
Split/Patrn
Staccato/Legato Ornanents
Add Cntrls
RESTRICTIOHS GEHERAL OPTIONS garu Cntrls
acros
AGEB C EEFEGE ER Changes per Vary .__B Get
Variations =5 Store
Pitch Linits C3 BS Overwrite Original Load
Velocity Limits 48 118 Consecutive Mults Save
Mininun Time -i8 Evolving Hults
futocorrect it |
Duration Adjust Reverse
Duration Linit Edit Mode Default
CLEAR OK CANCEL

Fig. 3: The changes screen in the PVG.

number 1 from the Track Selector
Boxes with the right mouse button
should play the modified sequence.
It would also be a good idea to
choose a voice on your synth that
changes noticeably when differing
velocities are used. This will make
it easier to 'hear’ the different
variations as well as 'see’ the
differences in the numerical data.
Now, to access the PVG, click on
the PVG click box with the left
mouse and the Changes screen See
Fig. 3) should now appear. The
menu to the right of the screen
allows the user to choose from 14

additional PVG screens, however,
the Changes screen is a good spot
to get started in understanding the
basic principals of generating

When entering numerical
data, do NOT hit
return at any point or
the PVG wiill
automatically generate
variations based on the
parameters defined
at that instant.

& Vary Hotes & MACRO Default o
1 Humanize Preset From To Cyc Ops
2 Qut Save Chords | == =======r========  com= cooe coce aee Changes
3 Good Variations (.3 Good Variations ___2 ___6____ _B Defaults
4 MiniMalizations | _6 Reverse 3 A R QO R Swap/Copy
5 Erase Dbl. 18 Velocities el BRSO (O Set Values
6 Reverse 3 13 Extend Durations ___4 ___6____ _B Global 1
7 Perc Var i 26 Simple Echo 8 G T SR | Global 2
8 Perc Var rich |23 Stick Bounce Sl et il Split/Patrn
9 Ran erase RS R A RS Ornanents
10 Velocities S vt ) Add Cntrls

11 Erase Dbl.Pitch |
12 Insert open Hat |
13 Extend Durations| ..
14 Blank Env, iy
15 Blank Env. 28
16 Blank Env, B
17 Blank Env. e
18 Blank Env.
19 Blank Env.

20 Blank Env, Variations

iSnge Unit HTIE Step
--3 Lines

o | e R Vary Cntrls
PUEE . AR YA Macrosk
Ak | R bet

s B Blas v Store
Mo N | Load
S b AR L | Save
oo et )

RSN | [ SRS ERRERIE
Beat MeasEdit Mode Con Lines
-0 Orig Consec Evol Rey

Fig. 4: The Macro Screen in the PVG.

CLEAR OK  CANCEL

variations. The functions of the
other screens are summarized after
this tutorial.

To make the explanation of this
screen as painless as possible,
make the numbers in your Changes
screen look exactly like the
numbers in the screen in Fig. 3.
When entering numerical data, do
NOT hit return at any point or the
PVG will automatically generate
variations based on the parameters
defined at that instant. When you
are all done inputting the data,
read the next three paragraphs so
you can get a basic idea of what is
about to happen when you hit
return or click on the OK with your
mouse.

The top portion of the screen
determines the probability that a
type of variation such as Pitch,
Velocity of Duration will occur.
There are three different ways of
calculating the probability of
occurrence (Constant, Gaussian and
Signed), however let’s stick to
Constant for now and you can
experiment with the other two
later. The numbers shown in Fig. 3
are telling the PVG that we wish a
total of 4 Pitch variations, 2
Velocity variations and 1 Duration
variation. In each case, the AMT
column indicates number that will
be added to (or subtracted from)
the original MIDI value and the
WGT column indicates the number
of times a particular AMT will be
generated as a variation. In the
case of the Pitch variation, there
will be 2 variations of 2 semitones
(a whole step), 1 variation of 5
semitones (a fifth) and 1 variation
of 12 semitones (an octave) per
variation. This is assuming that
the Changes Per Vary option in the
General Options menu is set to 0 as
it is in Fig. 3.

Things become a bit more
interesting if Changes Per Vary is
set to 1 in the General Options
menu.

The probability of a single type
of occurrence happening will be a
function of the total number of
WGT'’s for all types of changes as
compared to the total WGT of the
particular type of change being
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EDIT RANGE

Event Range
Measure Range

1
N

MASTER EDIT

Blend

Chords
Controllers
Tempo Changes
Track Utilities
Pitch Map

Reference Sequence 1

Auto-correct
Pitch Follon

Naximun_move
Velocity Follow Pitch ﬁ

Transpose Reverse Mix

BLEND
Delete if > max Delete only
et

Velocity Follow Transpose Reverse Mix Set
Transpose Reverse Mix Set
Match Pitches
Match Uelocities
Hatéh guratlons ®
Match Channels
| OK  CANCEL

Fig. &: The Blend Screen in the Master Ediitor,

evaluated. In our case, the
probability of getting a Pitch
variation of 12 semitones is 1
divided by 4 (Total Pitch Var.) + 2
(Total Vel. Var.) + 1 (Total Dur.
Var.), or 1/7 which is
approximately 14%. Underneath the
Changes Per Vary, is the total
number of variations, which in our
case is set to 5. The General
Options also determines the source
material and destination of the
variations. With the Consecutive
Mults off (text is NOT shown in
reverse video), each’ variation goes
to the next available track. This
makes comparing variations easier
(i.e. 1 variation per track), whereas,
Consecutive Mults will put ‘all’
variations on the next track one
after the other and make the
variations more difficult to
compare. The PVG also has the
ability to choose the original
sequence as the source for each
variation (Evolving Mults Off) or
use the last generated variation as
the source for the next generation
(Evolving Mults On). For now, let’s
generate all the variations from the
original sequence. Finally, it is
possible to overwrite the original
sequence, however, we are not
going to be doing this because you
will not be able to see what
changes occurred in each variation.

Last, but not least, are the
Restrictions options. In our case,
we are going to restrict the creation
of any sharps, limit the pitch
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values from C3 (an octave below) to
BS5 (an octave above), limit the
velocity from 40 to 110 and specify
that no note is to be moved more
than 10 steps from the previous
note. These restrictions become
very important when a large
number of evolving variations are
generated and values really begin
to deviate from the original
sequence.

Finally, we come to the moment
of truth and hit return or click on
the OK. Instantly, 5 variations of
the material in Track 1 are
generated and show up in the Track
selection grid as 2-6. (If you go to
the Track screen, you will see
tracks 2-6 all say VARY 1, which
means that they are variations of
Track 1.) Using the mouse, select
each of the 5 variations and check
out the changes in each sequence.
You should notice that each
variation has 4 altered pitches, 2
altered velocities and 1 altered
duration. If not, check to be sure
that Changes Per Vary is set to 0. It
is also important to keep in mind
that the PVG always starts
generating variations from the
currently selected track, which is
always displayed in the upper right
hand corner of the screen.

Now try playing with some of the
options like the Evolving Mults and
Changes Per Vary. In a couple of
hours, you should be ready to
move on to the next PVG preset.

Il. A Quick Overview
Other PVG Functions

The PVG provides 15 different
menu selections, each with its own
menu and corresponding set of
input values. Each menu is usually
divided into three groups (as in the
Changes menu): Selection Criteria,
Data Protection (or Restrictions) and
General Options. For this reason, it
did not seem necessary to show
screen shots for each menu. The
Get, Store, Load and Save menus do
not follow this format, but are
merely a file box of possible
selections - once again, no screen
shots needed.

The Macro menu, on the other
hand, is such a powerful tool that a
screen shot is provided to do a
justice to the creative power that is
possible. The following is a listing
of a number of the more interesting
functions available within the PVG:

SWAP/AD]J/COPY - This menu is a
bit different from the Changes
menu in that it does NOT add new
MIDI data, but rather rearranges
existing data.

Swap will switch the MIDI data (
i.e. Pitch, Duration or Velocity) with
two randomly selected notes.
Adjacent (AD)) is similar, but only
selects notes that are next to each
other.

Copy is a bit different in that it
makes a copy of a note, and its
corresponding MIDI data, and
copies it over another existing note
in the sequence.

GLOBAL 1 & 2 - There are two
different menus that can be
accessed via the menu selector.
Both of these menus are designed to
act upon all 'unprotected’ notes in
the sequence. The first menu allows
Transpositions and Inversion of
Pitch, Velocity and Duration. The
second Global menu allows MIDI
data such as Pitch, Velocity,
Duration and MIDI channel to be
'Set’ to a given value, Rotated about
a center point or Time ReveYsed. A
number of these options are also



available within KCS, however,
these features become much more
powerful in the PVG due to the fact
that it is now possible to Protect
select MIDI data from being
processed by a Global change and
thus set up some rather complex
"MIDI filters’.

SPLIT/PATTERN - The PVG also
provides another type of filtering
tool called Pattern Testing. This
screen allows the user to input a
pattern of notes (up to eight) that
will be used to compare to other
notes in the sequence. When a
match is found, the PVG will either
perform the variation defined on
the matched pattern of notes or
may merely split the detected
pattern of notes out to another
track. This screen is very similar to
the Protection and Restriction
functions found in a number of the
other PVG screens.

ORNAMENTS - No! It has
nothing to do with the things that
you put on the tree at Christmas
time. A musical ornament is a
single note or group of notes that
is added to a musical phrase to
’spruce’ it up a little bit. There are
some very unique options in this
menu that make things a bit more
interesting. The Ornaments menu
allows up to 10 notes to be
numerically input in terms of Pitch,
Velocity, Duration, Channel and
Delay. The user then has the option
of defining these values as
absolute values or relative to the
note being ornamented.

A Delay function then
determines how long to wait before
each note is triggered. All of these
delay times may then be shifted
forward (or backwards) in relation
to the note to be ornamented, by
using the Offset function.

There may be times when an
ornament may need to be longer
than 10 notes, such as a trill, in
which case there is an option to
loop the entire ornament up to 99
times. It is important to keep in
mind that as ornaments are 'added
on top’ of the existing sequence

and not 'inserted into’ the existing
sequence. For those times when it
is desirable to 'insert’ an ornament,
the program has the capability of
storing the ornament on a separate
track to make for easier editing.

CONTROLLERS - There are two
separate Controller menu
selections: Add Controllers and
Vary Controllers. The Add
Controllers selection allows the
user to insert new controller
changes into the sequence,
whereas, the Vary Controllers use
used to modify controllers that are
already present in the sequence.

GET, STORE, LOAD, SAVE -
The PVG allows the user to store 80
different presets. These are
grouped in four banks of 20. The
four banks are Vary Notes,
Ornaments, Add Controllers and
Vary Controllers. The first bank
contains the settings from the
Changes, Swap/Adj/Copy, Global 1
& 2 and Split Pattern screens. The
settings for the General Options
and Restrictions (or Protection)
screens are also stored in the
presets of this bank. The program
allows the user to retrieve and
store presets individually or all at
once.

MACROS - The basic idea
behind a Macro is to allow the user
to execute up to 16 different PVG
presets simultaneously. This is
pretty mind boggling when you
consider that each of these presets
can have its own defined portion of
the sequence to act upon and an
independent set of Protection (or
Restriction) parameters. The Macro
screen (See Fig. 4), is broken into
three basic components. The left
hand side of the screen displays
one of the four banks of 20 presets.
To select them, merely click on
them with the mouse. The center
portion of the screen displays all
the settings that have been chosen
from 'any’ of the four banks of
presets. The From and To columns
define the Range within the
sequence for each preset and may

be defined in terms of measures,
steps or even events. The Cycle
option allows a preset to act again
and again within the defined Range.
I must admit that unleashing
several PVG presets simultaneously
on your sequence can produce quite
interesting, yet often unexpected
results.

B. The Master Editor

Luckily, the ME is not near as
complicated as the PVG. That is due
mainly to the fact that most of the
edits performed by the ME are of a
more global nature than the data
selection process required by the
PVG. In most cases, the data
selected for editing in the ME is
expressed as a Range in terms of
Measures and Events.

l. A Quick Tutorial

The Blend Screen

One of the more interesting, yet
more complicated, functions in the
ME is the Blend option. This option
will allow the user to take Pitch,
Velocity, Duration and/or MIDI
channel data from a Reference
Sequence (Open Mode) and use that
data in place of the data of the
currently selected sequence (Track
Mode).

Let’s take a look at how we
would make the notes of the
currently selected sequence have
the same rhythm as the reference
sequence.

The first order of business is to
generate at least one Open
Sequence. For the purpose of this
tutorial, record an Open Sequence
that consists of only a single note,
played a number of times, but with
a very dynamic rhythm. If you are
not sure how to record a sequence
in Open Mode, then record a -
sequence in Track Mode and use the
'Track to Seq..." option in the
Utilities drop down menu of TIGER
to transfer the sequence from Track
Mode to Open Mode.

You may want to generate a few
Open sequences while you are at it.
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To be sure you have recorded
the Open Mode sequences, either
trigger them from the computer
keyboard in Open Mode playback
or call them up in the Song Editor.

The second order of business is
to create a sequence in Track Mode
that is made up of a number of
different notes, but is devoid of
any type of rhythmic feel. Once
this is done, enter the Event List
Editor and then hop into the
Master Editor. The Blend screen
(See Fig. 5) Picture is the first of
the menu options and will already
be active. :

Now we have to make some
decisions regarding the options in
the Blend screen. For ease sake,
leave the range defined as All,
designate the desired reference (or
Open) sequence number, leave all
the other options in this section on
Off and toggle the Rhythm option
so that it is active (active when in
reverse video). Clicking on the OK
will now take all the rhythm, or
timing, data from the Reference
Sequence and overwrite the
rhythm data from the current
Track Sequence. Unlike the PVG,
there is no option to send the
edited version to a separate track
and the edit is made directly upon
the original. Luckily, the Undo
command will revert the Current
Sequence back to its original form
before the edit. Well, that is all
there is to it. Try experimenting
with some of the different options
and using different Reference
Sequences on the same Track
Sequence and see what happens.

Il. A Quick Overview
Other Master Editor Functions

CHORDS - Let’s say that you
just finished a song that is
composed of both single note runs
and chords. Wouldn't it be neat if
you could adjust the alignment of
the start time of 'just’ the chords in
the sequence?

The chords screen will allow the
user to either deflam, or align, the
chords so they all start exactly at
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the same time OR take chords that
all start at the same time and shift
them in time so they are
arpeggiated.

Just to be sure you are not
bored, there are four Sort Options
(Ascend All Notes, Ascend Every
Other Note, Descend All Notes,
Descend Every Other Note) that will
rearrange the order of the chords
based on pitch. To top it all off, it
is possible to define each
consecutive note within a chord (up
to a 10 note chord) its own MIDI
channel assignment.

CONTROLLERS - The Controller
screen addresses continuous
controller data such as Pitch Bend
and Aftertouch. There are basically
three editing options available.
Controller data residing on the
same track as note data which can
be Split out and put on the next
available track, it can be thinned
out by a defined fraction or erased
totally.

TEMPO CHANGES - This screen
allows the Tempo Events to be
scaled up, scaled down or deleted.
Tempo Events are denoted as TM
under the type column. Tempo
Events can be easily generated in
TIGER by drawing them in on track
1. Hop back into the Event Edit
screen and take a look at some of
the values that occur in each event.
After using the Master Editor to
scale the Tempo Events (<100 is
scale down, 100 is same, >100 is
scale up), take another look at the
Edit screen and see the difference.
The changes can also be seen in
TIGER, but it is a bit more work to
get to that screen from the Master
Editor.

TRACK UTILITIES - This screen
provides tools to erase track data
and leaves a gap where it used to
reside, delete data and leave no gap
where it used to reside or insert a
blank section into the sequence.
The major difference between the
Track Utilities in the ME and the
Track Utilities in KCS, is that the
edits in the ME will affect ‘all’

tracks in the sequence, whereas, the
edits in KCS will only affect the
current track.

PITCH MAP - This screen allows
the user to remap any pitch on an
88 note keyboard to another pitch.
In addition, the played velocities
associated with each note can also
be altered. This type of interface. is
usually used for generating
alternate tuning tables.

THE MANUAL - The manual for
the PVG and ME is written by Jim
Aikin, who is one of the editors over
at Keyboard magazine. Overall, |
found the manual to be fairly clear
in explanations of the parameters.
Each section also has a number of
different 'possible’ applications for
the tools that are being discussed.
Although the material is presented
in a fairly clear fashion does NOT
mean that it is easy to understand.
You will have to read, and reread
the manual a number of times
before all the pieces of the PVG and
ME fall into place. Once again, if you
are NOT into manuals, this program
may not be for you.

Additional ’Light’ Reading

After going through the
manual a 'few’ times, I decided to
track down some additional
resource material for the PVG and
ME. The easiest place to look, but
no one ever does, is right within the
confines of the program folder.
Omega II has two folders that
contain helpful information about
the PVG: ROOS_PVG and PVG_RICH.
The first contains several examples
of how guitarist Randy Roos uses
the PVG to generate new musical
ideas. I even went out and picked
up Randy’s 'Liquid Smoke’ CD to
give it a listen. The second folder,
put together by Richard Viard
(formerly of Dr. T’s), is a fairly
lengthy description of various
applications for the PVG and ME.
Within that text, there is mention of
two additional references: the June,
1989 issue of Keyboard magazine
and the July, 1989 issue of
Electronic Musician. I managed to

:
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HELP WANTED

Commentary by
Donavan Vicha

Last January [ initiated a Ten Best
list which I hope will become an
annual feature of ST Informer. |
would like to solicit our readers’
help with the next “ edition” of the
lists, although I'll reserve the right
to include my personal hias where
ever necessary (HAH!). I will throw
out some categories for your con-
sideration, but if there's something
vital I've left out, by all means in-
clude it. I would like to have two
kinds of lists here: one type of list
would involve voting and be like a
poll of what readers consider the
BEST, and the other would be more
like a compilation of information
in the form of highly recom-
mended items. In regard to the
first kind of list, I'll allow you to
give me two choices for BEST OF
CATEGORY; in the other, you
should do your best to give me
ten items.

TEN BESTS

This will be the essay portion of
the exam. Please provide as many
details as possible (additional
where-I-got-it information will not
be ignored, either). Handwritten
notes will be treated with dis-
respect if not out and out
contempt—what'd ya get a com-
puter fer anyhow? The categories
are loose and I may have to sub-
divide them if there's enough
diversity and quantity in respon-
ses, which is why I ask for ten
items (but I'll accept less), so don’t
ask for further clarification if the
category seems broad.

Music. I've not encountered a
better “ soundtrack” than the intro
music to Brattacus, the very first
game Psygnosis published for the
ST a long time ago. I also like the
compelling track that goes with the
Universal Pictures demo. There’s
some very good stuff out there, so
share the news.

Graphics. A desktop published
page, color or b&w art file, or any-
thing else that is original can be
listed. No need to send examples
of files although I will attempt to
track down such for publication.
Game graphics are also eligible and
indeed, here's a perfect case where
I'll break things down if I have an
abundance of nominations.

Shareware programs. [ think
everyone uses enough of these
programs that a list of ten does
better justice to the topic than
merely asking for most favorite
shareware program.

Hardware peripherals. Let’s
not get into which printer or
modem is best, but what brand-
name products are essential addi-
tions to your computer environ-
ment.

Vendor. Who's giving you the
best support? I'll require essays
here on how and why you think so-
and-so is a great vendor, whether
the vendor is a store, software
publisher, or hardware manufac-
turer.

BEST OF CATEGORY

For the following categories, I have
provided a form, such as it is,
which you may photocopy and fill
out. You don’t need to provide two
choices, but that won’t give your
only choice more weight in the
polling.

)

Best graphics program (DTP, art, anima-
tion, etc.)

Best word processor

Best telecommunic ations program

Best desk accessory

Best utility program

Best music program

Best game

Best nongame derrno ey )

Best BBS or commercial network £ 2

Best PD program/tle

Other

Send replies to ST Informer (see addresses
in front) or to d.vicha on GEnie .

CLICKING OFF bl
It's really great to come up with an
article that other people will help
write while I'm paid the usual

king's ransom. Joops. Now no one . :

will respond... Wouldn't it be great
if there were some incentive given
out to those who contribute to this
upcoming event? I'll bet no one
would settle for' just having a list
of “Ten Names of People Who
Contributed to this Article,” so
we’ll do just wl at Rod has sug-
gested (in place of what I original-
ly suggested) and [ quote: “ we will
give PD disk, plus draw some ran- |,
dom names for other stuff we have:
around here....what the hey, can't
get rid of the stuff otherwise.....”
Vague, but promising. I look
forward to you: response. #4492«
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ASCII ANTIALIASING
BROMIDE CAD

CMYK COPROCESSOR
DITHERING DOS

DPI DTP

GIGABYTE GREYSCALE
GUI-WIMP NLQ
PERIPHERAL PIXEL

RISC SCSI DEVICE
TIFF VDU

Desktop
Publishing
for the Small
Printer

By Linda Davidson

Take your best shot at the
above words and abbreviations, if
you can L.D. these

for the
Small Printer

The book is written from the
English perspective as the author
currently contributes

without a reference
book then you're an
expert. This article Ey N
covers a brief review
explaining just what
you will get if you
decide to purchase a
manual titled Desktop
Publishing for the
Small Printer. The
author, David Howell
has offered his
services in helping the
beginning computer
user. He answers those
"NOT QUITE
UNDERSTOOD

Y ¥

to ST Informer with
his Euro News
column and is
involved in the
happenings in the
United Kingdom and
Europe.

The Desktop_
Publishing Small
Printer manual is
aimed at the small
printer who is yet to
move into computing
and is therefore very
vulnerable. This
manual will help to
inform users about

CONCEPTS" ina
simple and logical order. He covers
how things work on a computer, he
also takes time to explain the
differences between IBM,
Macintosh, and Atari computers.

The manual covers important
technical area of computers, and if
you are . now thinking about
buying an Atari computer, he’ll
guide you as to the proper
purchases in both hardware and
software that are suited to your
needs.
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"In today’s terms: the
486SX machine is the
entry level for most
users to give an all
round workable system.
S$X or DX (mathematical
calculations) reference
is whether the machine
has a co-processor or
not."

their needs and then
help put them in touch with the
company(s) that can fulfill those
needs.

The manual will take you
through the initial concepts in
computing and explain some
important systems that can be set
up for various budgets.

If you are unfamiliar with the
computer jargon you will get a full
definition that will help you to
understand just what it all means.

This manual will cover the basic




information that will help you to
understand how the elements of a
computer system work and covers
the aspect in the market place as it
stands and then will move on to
discussing the main elements that
you will be looking for in a
computer system, this includes a
look at the IBM and Apple.

For Example:

If a machines is referred to as
being a 486DX PC this simply
means that it is using the 486
series of chips manufactured by
Intel. The Apple Macintosh and the
Atari Computer line use the
Motorola 68000 (68xxx) series of
chips. If a machine is referred to as
having a 030 based chip (68xxx
series) it means that it uses the
Motorola 68030 chip as its
processor.

This author admits that he is
biased in favour (notice the english
spelling) of Atari hardware and
software. He will clarify the
situation somewhat in relation to
Atari, while covering the
alternatives (IBM/Macintosh) for
DTP.

In addition the book provides a
well highlighted area dealing with
hardware and software and some
of the problems that can arise. This
area will give the buyer a lot of
information that they will use to
make an informed decision about
their hardware and software needs.

He has tried to described the
different functions in some detail

and he has looked at its strengths
and weaknesses. The author has
divided his manual into sections.
Just to give you an idea as to just
how thorough the book is, I am
giving you a preview of the table of
contents, as you can see , he has
covered the following articles
extensively:

* Chips 'n’ Things

* Memory

* Storage

* Monitors

* Operating systems
* PostScript

* Atari Specifics

* Software

* Illustration & Word Processing
* Printers

* Typefaces

* Hard Drives

* Graphics Cards

* Large Monitors

Anyone looking to set-up a
system, but with little knowled ge of
what is available in hardware and
software, could find out most of
their answers by reviewing the
material in this book. In all cases
you must match the hardware and
software that you buy to your own
working practices. The options that
are given in this manual are only
one possible route you could take in
answering your questions. ﬁ

Author Dave Howell

c/o ST Informer Magazine

$49.95 includes shipping.

(503) 476-0071

“The GUI (Graphical
User Interface) is the
Atari version of the GUI
and is called the TOS 2.0
or the operating system.
It is based on the Apple
Mac design, in that you
have an electronic
version of a desk on
your screen with folders
where you keep your
work, you open folders
by clicking with a
mouse."

Paul Van Linden was the artist for the
cartoons that are part of the illustrations
from the book. We have includec! -
such cartoon just as an example.

This illustrates how a bit
image breaks up when it is
enlarged. This is avoided with
a vector drawing as it is held
as a mathematical equation. It
can be enlarged without the
image looking jagged and
uneven.
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' What is so good about Internet

A user look at the ins and outs

By Hﬁssen Hammond

. Vice President Al Gore once
.talked about something called the

; "Information Super-Highway." It

would énahle anyone, at any
computer, to access any kind of
information they should desire. To
me, it sounds like he was referring
t0 the Internet. And today, just
about anyone with access to a
computer and

out that script.)

The Net also houses many
different types of Special Interest
Groups or SIGs. It is very possible
that you can find a SIG on any topic
that you are interested in or are
curious about. There are already
very active SIGs for both the 8-bit
and 16-bit Atari computers. Once

you subscribe

modem can obtain

to any SIG

information from Once you subscribe (through the

this to any SIG listserv), you

super-highway! (through the listserv) and other

Okay, so now i people can

 .we have a means you and other people post

to access all of this can post information, information,

"information." Big pose questions, pose

deal, right? Well, or answer any questions, or

yes, it is a big deal. & answer any

The amount of questions. questions.

" information found

on the internet is quite
astonishing and there are also a
few other features that add to the
Internet’s charm as well.

The Internet (Net) itself is a
prodigious source of information.
The Net is not one giant
mainframe but a collection of
mainframes, supercomputers and
other computer networks. It is this
conglomeration that supplies the
vast amount of information. You

. can find anything from the latest

Atari Jaguar info to the entire
script of The Princess Bride. (The

i only.reason [ know about the latter

is because some fool tied up the
only functioning printer during

_ the middle of finals week in my

junior year of college by printing
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Since several
people subscribe, the lists are
compiled frequently and you can
find several answers to your
question the same

the other people active in it, FAQs
can be very helpful.

Not only can you find out about
different types of information and
such, you can also use the Net to
get software for your computer.
These software libraries exist for
just about every computer you can
find. There are many pieces of
public domain software, shareware,
freeware, commercial demos, and
even source code available. When |
was in college and did not have a
modem (or an STI PD disk!), | was
able to get the Rainbow TOS
patches that I needed from the Net.
The main way to access these files
is through the File Transfer
Protocol (FTP). Unfortunately, not
all sites allow you to use the FTP.
However, I believe that you can
access files through the listserv as
pieces of mail. Don't forget that
these files are compressed twice.
First is the regular compression
(such as ZIP,

day you posted it. So now we have LZH,...) and
Of course, there next I8 the
are always those a bunch of UNIX type
people who are new wonderful files compression.
to any particular about everything The latter
topic. Of special under the sun requires you
interest to them, and to first get the
even to the spread out over UUDecode
experienced, are the thousands of computers program in
Frequently Asked around the world. order to
Questions (FAQs). change the file
These FAQs are to where we
compiled every so often and could use it on the Atari for further

contain just what their name
implies. If you are new to a topic,
or just want to get up to speed with

decompressing.
So now we have a bunch of
wonderful files about everything



about Internet

Euro News

under the sun spread out over
thousands of computers around
the world. That’s great you say, but
you are probably wondering HOW
DO I FIND THEM? Well, the Net has
some programs to help you locate
them. Archie is a program that will
help you find files by name. WAIS
is another program to help you
find files, but this one searches
through an already indexed

database to help you find what you
are looking for. Let’s not forget
‘Gopher; this is a program that
allows you to access finder
programs, such as WAIS and
Archie.

Next up is my most frequently
used aspect of the Net: Internet
Mail. Anyone who has an account
with access to the Net can send
mail to anyone else connected
around the world as long as you
have their Internet address. This is
great, especially if you know
people with an account on a college
or university computer. You can
send them regular E-Mail whenever
you want. This is the most widely
available service on the Net. Most
companies, like GEnie, only give
you Internet Mail access (the GEnie
user’s address is their GEnie mail
address plus @genie.geis.com

appended at the end, e.g.
H.Hammoud@genie.geis.com). Some
companies, like Delphi, allow you to
access the full Internet. For the
beginner, Internet mail access
should be enough to whet your
appetites. For the power users,
nothing less than full access will be
acceptable.

I have only mentioned a few of
the many features about the Net,
and only briefly at that.
So much can be written
that there are actual
books published on
this astonishing topic.
If you would like any
more information
about the topics that I
touched on or on the
Net itself, drop (ST
Informer) a line and we
will try to answer your
questions in our letter
to the editor section
and try to help you
with your specific
needs. For those who
must know all they can
about the Net, I suggest
they read "The Whole
_ Internet User’s Guide
and Catalog" by Ed Krol. Everything
you ever wanted to know about the
Net and more is in his fine book.

In our next installment, we will
look at the practical aspect of
getting on Internet and what it
takes. So far the email possibilities
are available to many more people
than other aspects of Internet. We
will take a look at that plus other
aspects that make Internet a
valuable resource.

About the Author:

Hassen Hammond lives in
Michigan City, Indiana and keeps
himself busy with Desktop
Publishing projects. He is
enthusiastic about the use of his
Golden Image hand scanner and his
SLM804. Using Internet has been
one of his passions. #

(Continued from page 36)

from CGS ComputerBild on:
(011)-(44)-181-679-7307. The USA
counter part of this style product is
Gemulator from Branch Always
Software, Fax (206) 885-5893.

German developers
gather for meeting

A German correspondent,
Manfred Backer reported that many
of the top software company’s
gathered in Germany.

In attendance were Adequate
Systems, Compo, Digital Arts and
Overscan.

Klaus Garms ex-programmer of
Calamus SL was showing off his
new SL modules. He used a
graphics tablet to demonstrate the
Paint and Merge modules that are
coming from Adequate Systems
soon. Theo Breuers of Compo was
showing Compodium. This is a
music composition program that
will run on all Atari machines
including the Falcon. He also
showed a new CD-ROM of
PostScript and TrueType fonts for
SpeedoGDOS 5.

Digital Arts was represented by
Gunther Kreidl. He demonstrated
their high end packages, such as:
DA Movie and Vector. Plus, the
Falcon ScreenEye was shown. The
software is used to allowing other
rendering software to have the
ability to build complete movies.

Afterburner making
Falcon super HOT

Patrick Jerchel of Overscan
showed a preliminary version of
Afterburner, the 040 accelerator for
the Falcon. Some technical details
were given at the meeting
including the news that the board
will work with all Falcons even
those that have had their clock
speed increased already. The board
also has two slots for add-ons,
such as Falcon Speed and
ScreenEye.

That’s all from this side of the
Pond. Until next time, cheers!
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_l__ine Arl' (Continued from page 23)

(PO}  This menu was about all
OOl you got with the pre-
L1 O vious Vector Graphics
SO0 module. It does provide

predefined shapes es-
AD 3| sential for building vec-
¥V <13%| tordrawings, but Line
b il o 2 Art goes way beyond
ﬁl h’ll this. Hip, hip...

trouble. DMC didn’t have to write a
Falcon-specific patch, but instead
of “ waiting to see how many Fal-
cons are heing sold” they did and
included the ability for the Falcon
to display 256 colors without
dithering. It's probably now in-
cluded on disk and can certainly
be downloaded from most Atari-
supporting networks (it's called
FALCONS.PRG).

It should be noted, that LA is
very mathematically intensive,
dealing as it does with vector
graphics. Testing it on a TT030
with a math coprocessor, I'm very
probably spoiled at the speed in
which it performs. On other Atari
models, there will he some slow-
down in terms of screen redraws.

As mentioned, it would have
been nice to see the Qutline Art
calculator, which helps create 3-D
type effects, onboard Line Art, but
it's also easy to understand why
they didn’t want to kill sales of
their standalone product, either.
Another traditional function miss-
ing from LA are snap-to options.
Didot and Outline Art both have
excellent snap-to features. On the
other hand, neither of them have
the Net Object feature, which Sean
Dougherty used to such great ef-
fect (see opening screenshot).

BOTTOM LINE

The Calamus SL Line Art module is
a major improvement to what

was a very weak implementation
of vector drawing capabilities. It
makes Calamus SL, when loaded
with all components, a world-class
document-creation system cover-
ing the most significant aspects of
paper publications comprehen-
sively, with versatility and flex-
ibility.
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Only Corel Draw 5, which now
includes Ventura Publisher as a
module, is more comprehensive in
functionality. And man, do you
need a powerful PC system to run
that sucker!

DMC continues to provide excel-
lent support. It is releasing other
modules, which I have yet to use,
that will keep it at the forefront of
the state of the art.

I'd love to see someone write an
update to the Guide to Using
Calamus Desktop Publishing or a
new book on using Calamus.
Despite the 800+ pages of docs
that nearly fill the heavy-duty SL
binder, it would be nice to read a
walk-through type guide that
details real-life examples of what
can be done with the system and
how it's done. I'm not sure the
User 2 User network has quite
gotten up to covering Line Art but
it's been a good resource for other
aspects of Calamus SL and its
modules.

For those who have Calamus SL
and don’t have a satisfactory vec-
tor graphics program, Line Art
should go to the top of your list of
what to get next.

Line Art Module
$150.00. Upgrade from Vector

Graphic Module or proof of

ownership of Outline Art 3.0,

$50.00 (Canada, $195 or $65)
Requires Calamus SL, 2MB ST

system and hard drive, 4MB

RAM and accelerator recom-

mended
One DS disk, 85 pages of manual
Available from:

DMC Publishing

2651 John Street, Unit 3

Markham, Ontario

Canada L3R 2W5

(416) 479-1880

FAX: (416) 479-1882

System used to test software:

4ST/4TT MB TT030 (TOS 3.06), DS
and 50MB internal drives,

SC1426 VGA monitor, Megafile

44 drive, Blaser Star laser

printer (HPLJII-compatible)
Support software: NeoDesk 3.02,

XBoot II, UIS III, Arabesque

Professional, ImageCopy 2

| get your copy of Omega Il today!

(Continued from page 36)

get a hold of copies of both of
these articles and found the
Keyboard article to be helpful if
you are looking for 'nuts and bolts'
details and the Electronic Musiclan
article to be helpful if you are
looking for musical direction. After
reading over all this material, going
’back’ to the manual is a good Idea
because things start making more
sense.

Is It Worth the Time?

In Part I of the review, I stated
that the learning curve for KCS and
the four MPE modules is fairly
steep. In the case of the PVG and
ME, it is roughly the same as being
dropped off in a foreign country
and not speaking the language. You
will, of course, slowly begin to
learn the language, but it will seem
frustrating, if not impossible, at
first. I should also mention that the
PVG and ME are almost entirely
dependent upon a numerical
interface and might be viewed as
somewhat 'nonmusical’ to some
people, however, the bright side is
that once you become familiar with
the operations of the PVG and ME,
you will be able to take simple
musical concepts and watch them
evolve into intricate and dynamic
musical concepts. No other
sequencer, that [ know of, has the
capabilities to do the type of MIDI
data manipulation possible with
the PVG and ME. In the final
analysis, I am glad that I learned
the program, but at the expense of
a HUGE amount of time.

So ask yourself two questions.
Do the PVG and ME do things that |
\?/ould find interesting? If so, do
you have the TIME it takes to get a
Eandle on Omega II? If you
answered yes to both these
questions, get on the phone and

OMEGA LEVEL I - $79.95 ‘
Upgrade from Level I - $49.95
Dr. T’s Music Software

124 Crescent Road, Suite #3
Needham, MA 02194

Phone: 617-455-1454

FAX: 617-455-1460



More New Developments ... ....

Branch Always
"Gemulator"
Number

listed Wrong

In last months issue (Sep94) the
fax number listed for Branch
Always Software in the news
release on Page 9 was printed
incorrectly. The correct fax number
to inquire about Gemulator
availablity is (206)885-5893.
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QuickForms
CD_ROM
Forms, Fonts,
and Clips

The Sterling Connection recently
announced the release of their new
CD-ROM featuring every product
that their firm has ever produced
for the Atari Computer system, plus
a lot more. )

Quikforms-CD includes
Qwikforms, which are forms and
layouts for PageStream, and the
complete LogoLibray, which
includes more than 1000 logos and
symbols in very usable IMG format.

Also included on this new
CD-ROM is Cliptomania I and II,
which consists of 700 hi-resolution
clipart images in IMG format that
are easily used within any DTP or
art project you might be
contemplating. Also included in the
way of artwork is EPSalot, which are
260 Illustrator Postscript clip art
files suitable for import into many
Atari programs as compatible EPS
files. Additional artwork on the
CD-ROM includes more than 3000
IMG clips at 300 dpi resolution for
use in your publishing efforts.

For Font lovers, Sterling
Conection has included FontFarm I
and Il which includes 175 Type 1
fonts that include AFM files for
PageStream. More than 230 Calamus
fonts are also included as well as
164 GDOS fonts, 142 PI1 files, and
450 more EPS files.

The CD-ROM also includes the
complete set of Templicity
templates. This consists of more
than 112 different, ready made
spreadsheet templates for popular
spreadsheets such as MasterPlan,
LDW, Lotus 123, Excel, and VIP. Also
included are 700 business letters
done in ASCII text format for use by
anyone.

The professional presentation of
this package is amazing. The

developer has taken the time to
completely print out and illustrate
the total contents of the CD-ROM.
They are fully shown in an
accompanying index, so searching
for just the right artwork or font is
made easy.

The CD-ROM is formatted in the
popular ISO9660 standard and can
be read on any CD player and on PC
compatible computers in addition
to the STs, TTs, and Falcons.

QuickForms is available direct
from Sterling Connection at
(800)831-8538, or Toad Computer
(800)448-8623. Retail price is
$59.95 and includes mounds of
directory material and clip art pics
so you can find the things you need
on the CD-ROM.

For further information contact
The Sterling Connection, Box 4850,
Berkeley, CA 94704 or call
(707)823-5500.

NeoDesk 4 row
shipping from Gribnif

The popular desk top
replacement program from Gribnif
Software is now available from
dealers and mail order firms. The
new version has a new look and feel
with 3D windows and enhanced
dialogue use.

This replacement desktop works
on any TOS version and is
completely compatible with all
types of ST, STe, MegaSTe, TT, and
Falcon computer.

The NeoDesk 4 comes with an
Icon Editor, a vewing ability for
Degas, Neo, Tiny, IMG, or BMP
pictures and includes the ability to
title a desktop background.

Background copying and file
operations are possible.

NeoDesk4 also contains a
powerful filtering mechanism.

NeoDesk4 is graphics
card compatible.

For more info contact Gribnif
Software, (413)247-5620.
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Everyone will be clamoring for
their own Jaguar when they see the
exciting software products that are
being developed for the Jaguar.
We'll try to feature what's "Way
Cool" and new!

Alien Vs. Predator
Comes Alive

on 64 Bit

Atari Jaguar

Video Game Magazine Reviewers
Raving about Jaguar’s "Best Game to
Date"

SUNNYVALE, Calif. (October 3,
1994) -- Move over Mortal Kombat II,
the most sought-after video game
will arrive in stores across the
country this month. The advanced
first-person perspective version of
Alien Vs. Predator, available only on
the award-winning 64-bit Jaguar
system by Atari, is already being
considered one of the best game
titles in video game history by

people "in the know" -- the video game reviewers.

Die Hard Game Magazine’'s Dave Halverson says,
"Alien Vs. Predator is the best 3-D action game that |
have ever played -- the graphics and game play are
second to none."

According to Atari, the $69+ Alien Vs. Predator
game blows away prior versions of this game. More
realistic graphics, amazing digitized sound effect and
increased play variety make this version a knock out
game.

Alien Vs. Predator is a Twentieth Century Fox
licensed property based on the films of the same
names. Gamers can choose the Predator, Alien or the
Colonial Marine as they battle through different
theaters of combat including the Predator Ship, the
Marine Training Base and the Alien Ship, enjoying
hours of different types of play.

According to Paul anderson of Game Informer, "I
was overwhelmed by the cutting-edge graphics and
the innovative game play of Alien Vs. Predator -- no
question, it's the best Jaguar game to date. The sheer
size of Alien Vs. Predator is amazing -- I've already
spent 40-plus hours playing as the Marine and haven’t
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even tried the Alien or Predator assignments. Alien Vs.
Predator will keep the attention of even the most
seasoned game players."

According to experts in the field, the technology
used by Jaguar allows for the best in stop-motion
animation, giving each character smooth, realistic
movements, and digitized sound effects that provide a
dynamic audio environment. :

In support of this landmark game and the Jaguar
system, Atari has launched an aggressive, multi-million
dollar advertising campaign that includes a specific
television ad for Alien Vs. Predator. The advertising
schedule includes national cable advertising (MTV, USA,
etc) in addition to spot ad purchasing in the top 19
Television markets.



Jagnar Corner

Sega and Atari
announce

end of war

with agreement

SUNNYVALE, Calif. (September
28, 1994) -- Sega Enterprises, Ltd.,
and Atari Corporation (AMEX:ATC)
announced today an affiliation that
includes several agreements
designed to serve as the basis of
future working arrangements
between the two video game
manufacturers.

Sega will receive worldwide,
non-exclusive rights with certain
exceptions to Atari's extensive
library ofpatents, a number of
which extend beyond the turn of
the century. The agreement
covers Sega, its subsidiaries,its
licensees, and its customers for
more than 70 U.S. patents and
applications, for a fully prepaid
royalty toAtari covering the
remaining 7 years of certain
patents, amortized at
approximately $7 million per year.
Atari will therefore receive a total
of $50 million, lessAtari's
contingent attorney fees and costs.

Sega will purchase about 4.7
million shares of Atari common
stock for a total price of $40
million.

Both companies will enter into
software licenseagreements for a
specified number of games that
would bemade available on each
company'’s present and
futureplatforms.

Atari will dismiss its legal
proceedings against Sega, and each
company will release all claims
against the other.

The agreements are subject to
approval by the United States
Department of Justice and the
Federal Trade Commission under
Hart-Scott-Rodino and to certain
other conditions.

"We are extremely pleased with
this relationship that has potential
long-term benefits for both
companies," said David Rosen,
Co-Chairman of Sega of America.

"We at Atari are very pleased with
this new affiliation. The increased
cash position will be used among
other things to enhance our
marketing position this fall," said
SamTramiel, President, CEO of Atari
Corp. |

Lynx Accessories
available from Naki

There is a supplier of Lynx
accessories that users might not
know about. Here are some great
Lynx accessories for all Lynx game
players. Consider these items to
extend the lifespan of your Lynx or
to enhance your game play
experience.

55616 Cleaning Kit for system
and cartridges$ 7.99

55554 Replacement Cartridge
Cleaning swabs (10pk) $ 6.99

55553 Replacement Cleaning
Solution$ 3.99

55627 Rechargeable Power Pak
with 6-Hour Battery includes
adaptor AND charger! (attaches to
back of Lynx)$ 39.99

55583 Pro Pouch Carry Case$
14.99

55574 12volt Car Adaptor$
14.99

* all prices subject to change or
correction

For further information or for
ordering information contact NAKI
International toll free at
(800)824-6254. Dealer inquiries
welcome. Tell them Atari sent you.

Atari scores
touchdown with
Brutal Sports
Football

Brutal Sports Football is the first
of many third party games that are
being created for the 64 hit Atari
Jaguar.

Imagine no rules on the football
field as you decapitate your
opponent as he runs toward the
goal line. The only game you’ll
experience it on is Brutal Sports
Football, and the only video game
system you'll play it on is Atari
Jaguar. The first of many
third-party video games, Brutal
Sports Foothall also is the first
sports-related, fast paced action
game developed for the 64-bit
Jaguar system.

Initially released for sale in mid
August, with national availability in
September, Brutal Sports Football
represents a hybrid in video games
-- coupling the sporting elements
of rugby with the blood-and-guts
mayhem of the most popular video
games. The product is designed for
action gamers and foothall fans
who are tired of the same old set of
moves and rules. The new rules are
simple ... there are none. Players
simply pick up the ball and run for
their video game life while
avoiding the head-hunting
opposition.

Terry Grantham of Telegames
said that "Brutal Sports Football
was our chance to work with the
most sophisticated video game
platform on the market, the 64-bit
Jaguar. We've been developing
software for Atari hardware since’
1982 and believe this is our most
innovative product yet."
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Public Domain Watch

The Guide to Our Monthly PD Disk

October 1994
ST Informer PD Disk
(PDM 1094)

AUTO_SEL.LZH - Freeware boot
manager. Choose the program you
want active in your system at boot
time. This small program handles
your boot decisions.

BAT17.LZH - BAT17 is an arcade
bombing game. Your assignment, if
you decide to accept, is to select
the targets for bombing while
avoiding the flak attack and
pursuit of enemy fighter planes.
The lives of the crew are in your
hands. ST Low Res, TT compatible,
good arcade color warplane game.

CALC150.LZH - 4-in-1 calculator
from Germany (with German docs,
but most operations are not hard to
figure out). You have a choice of
FOUR calculators, each with
different features, accessible
through a GEM menu. A copy and
paste function lets you cut 'n’ paste
part of any calculation into the GEM
clipboard or back into the
calculator. This works very
intuitively. Works on ST,STe,TT and
Falcons. Runs as PRG or ACC.

EDITH1 0.LZH - Edith 1.0 is a
powerful freeware text editor that
can handle GDOS fonts. Edith
features real-time scrolling as an
option, few Atari text editors
include this feature. It is ideal as a
programmer’s editor, but is less

By Dave Brdwn

satisfactory as a word-wrapping text
editor. It is the uploader’s editor of
choice while programming on the
TT. Seems to run OK with graphic
card equipped STs and TTs.

GHOSTLNK.LZH - Finally access
the hard drive on a PC from an
Atari. This program allows your ST
to access any drives on your IBM PC.
It requires a NULL modem cabie
from your ST to the PC. Fully
supports the extra ports on the
TT/Mega STE. Comes with both ST
and PC programs. The ST is the
master. You can't access ST drives
from the PC, but you can read and
write to the PC drives from the ST.
Works very well.

GRAMR152.LZH - Grammarian
v1.5.2 is an update with added

FREE* Mouse Mat

* We offer a FREE
Mouse Mat for Atari

users who start or renew

their ST Informer w‘ﬂ'\\e
magazine subscription
and include an annual

subscription to the ST
Informer PD Disk Club.

Call (800) 800-2563 Toll Free

Fax Orders (503) 479-1825

Subscription Fees**

1 Yr w/PD Disk Club ..o
2 Yrw/HD DiskChilp ocie
Renewal Fees**

1. Yrw/PDDisk Club ... bt
2 Vrw/PD Disk CIUD sxahunt

**APO, Canadian, and Foreign delivery nominally higher.
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grammatical error checks and a fix
of a minor bug in the
GRAMMAR.INF compiler. That’s it!
Check your grammar for errors.

INTEGTY2.LZH - INTEGRITY 2
produces an 8-digit hex code based
on a files size and contents. Great
for confirming correct downloads.
The INTEGRITY code can be given
at the source and checked at the
destination to make sure the
correct code was passed. The
program should work in all
resolutions.

MUNGERO1.LZH - FileMunger
will append any text file to any
other text file. It has provisions to
also include a date/time stamp
with each appending... or you can
choose no date/time stamp. You no
longer have to append a file and
then re-save it to combine the data.

M_SPOOL.LZH - Auto Folder
program and CPX acts as a print
spooler and will allow a print to
disk capability as well. You can use
both features at once, or choose
one or the other. Configurable and
works well with graphic images.
This is a recommended piece.

NOTEPAD.LZH - Small but
efficient Notepad by Michail Zuhl.
This tiny little accessory lets you
load, save, and print a little more
than one screen full of text. The
accessory is very intuitive and easy
to use. Included is the english
translation of docs as well as the
original German version. Freeware.

PHDIAL14.LZH - This phone
dialing accessory can contain up to
500 listings that can be called up
and used to dial your phone. Great
accessories for those who use their
computer as their contact tracking
tool.

POCKET.LZH - Pocket Watch is a
German time-, date- and
alarm-clock utility for all Ataris.
Unlike many alarm-clock programs
and accessories for the ST, TT and
Falcon, this one works flawlessly.

Menus and dialogs in German, but
everything is easy to figure out.
Runs as a PRG or ACC.

SCAN_PRG.LZH - Scanner
Manager Accessory. If you want an
accessory program to use with your
scanner, then give this program a
look see.

SOLITAIR.LZH - When you have
time on your hands, what could be
better than a solitaire game. This
desk accessory works in all
resolutions and is the perfect time
filler when things get quiet at your
computer.

ST_CLOCK.LZH - Full-screen
clock (when run in ST High Res)
that displays the time in hours,
minutes and seconds as a huge wall
clock, with cities around the world
listed at the left. The time at these
other locations is listed beside
their names. For North American
users, the clock has more novelty
value than anything else, because
the clock’s code is based on the
time in Berlin, and so the time in
other cities is relative to Berlin
time.

SUBMENU_.LZH - Few Atari
users probably realize how useful
the SUBMENU.CPX really is. It's an
Xcontrol module that regulates the
behavior of submenus, including
the drop-down Desk Menu (also
called the Applications Menu) of
Geneva. Every Geneva user or
MultiTOS user should have this CPX
running, and others with modern
TOS versions should find it helpful,
too. Documentation is based on a
public message on GEnie from Dan
Wilga. We thank Al Folstad for his
uploading of this file to GEnie (as
well as others on this month'’s disk)
so we could include it this month.

SVKPO_1.LZH - Sircware virus
killer. The only non-commercial
virus killer that scans for link
viruses. It's a bit odd, but seems to
work okay. This program Kkills
viruses and will detect the link
virus and let you know about it.

TIMER.LZH - Keep a record for
tax time! Keep tabs on all those
little tasks that add up to big time
wasters! This windowed utility
records the starting and ending
times of any projects you are
working on, whether they involve
your computer or not. Modern GEM
interface. Menus and dialogs in
German, but all functions are
largely self-evident.

TLIE.LZH - Icon Editor. This
small program is easy to use. Even
if you don’t try new things very
often, you will truly enjoy the ease
of use of this program. Tiny Little
Icon Editor, one of the easiest to use
icon utilities in the realm of Atari
software. Menus and prompts are in
English. No documentation is
provided or needed. Tested in ST
High Res and in 1024X762
monochrome on a Crazy Dots Il
graphics card.

TSWP.LZH - Utility from
Germany lets you put
write-protection on any disk or
drive in your system via an
auto-folder TSR and a CPX module
that runs in the Xcontrol Panel.
German docs, but the usage is quite
clear: Works on hard drive or
floppy disks. Good program for
those folks who want to prevent
access to their PC partition, when
not using their PC emulator. Select a
drive or deselect it via the CPX to
add or remove write protection.

VISCALC.LZH - The computer
program that started the computer
revolution. VISICALC, the same one
used by 8 bitters in the early days is
now available for the ST platform.
No windows, because the program
is in TOS format. Worth
investigation by the user.

This Month’s Disk

You can obtain this month'’s disk,
available for separate purchase for
$4.50 plus $1 postage and handling.
Call 1-800-800-2563 to order.
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Show Calendar .......

Toad Computers --
Holiday Festival ’94
Dec 3and 4

Toad Computers is proud to announce HOLIDAY FESTIVAL '94 which will
take place on December 3rd & 4th, 1994. Admission is FREE with the event
opening the doors each day at 10am. Last year’s event drew a more than
500 people from all over the country and featured guests and exhibitors
such as:

- Dave Small

- Joe Waters, Ed. of Current Notes

- Charles Smeton (STraight FAX!)

- Dave Troy (CN Columnist / Toad Co-owner)
- Tim Reyes

- MajicSoft

- Carter’s Creative Computer

- Greg Ondo of Steinberg Jones

All Atari developers and user groups are invited and will be given FREE
table space if pre-registered by November 1, 1994. Tables requested after
that time will be $150 each. Space will be allocated on a first come, first
served basis.

We'll feature free hot apple cider, door prizes and more! We'll also have
another raffle to benefit Habitat for Humanity (which raised over $500 last
year!!)

The show will take place at TOAD COMPUTERS in the Park Plaza
Shopping Center in Severna Park, Maryland. There’s unlimited free parking
and lots to see and do nearby, as we're nestled between Washington,
Baltimore, and Annapolis.

Confirmed 1994 attendees include:

- Tom Harker, ICD Inc. (CatBox and Star Battle)
- MajicSoft

- Binary Sounds (Hybrid Arts Product Line)

- Joe Waters, Ed. of Current Notes

- Greg Ondo, Steinberg Jones

- Charles Smeton (STraight FAX!)

- Dave Troy (CN Columnist / Toad Co-owner)

For more information contact Toad Computers, Park Plaza Shopping
Center, 570 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146-2925 (410)544-6943.

"MY OTHER COMPUTER IS AN ATARI!"

Also available is a new Toad T-Shirt! This is the first Toad T-Shirt in
almost four years and it’s sure to be a hit!

ON THE FRONT: My Other Computer is an ATARI!

ON THE BACK: ATARI Logos (from Catalog Cover)

Toad Computers
America’s Atari Source!

The shirt is white, rugged 100% cotton. The front is in blue. The back is
in full color and features various Atari logos (Fuji, ATARI, Lynx,
Jaguar, TT, ST, STE, Portfolio and Falcon030 each in a different color!)

This rugged shirt is 100% Fruit-of-the-Loom cotton. Small, Medium, and
XL: Only $10.00! 2XL and 3XL Sizes: Only $14.00!
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The Hacker and the Ants
A Novel by Rudy Rucker

Book Review
by Donavan Vicha

Rudy Rucker is a brilliant mathe-
matician, inventive writer, and a
seasoned hacker in his own right;
one of the founding fathers of the
cyberpunk subgenre of science fic-
tion; and for my money, his work
is always a pleasure to read. His
latest book carriesthe ring of truth
in his familiarity with the lifestyles
of Silicon Valley and for the world
of the programmer. Part of the fun
of reading TH&TA is the way in
which Rucker shows how virtual
reality is going to affect work
habits and the way business is
done, with a sardonic yet wistful
focus on the computer industry.
While the book is brightly gar-
nished with the argot of hacker lan-
guage, Rucker explains the lan-
guage and techniques of
programming clearly to prevent
anyone from getting lost. While not
as wild or as black-humored as Neal
Stephenson's Snow Crash, which 1
favorably reviewed a year or two
ago, this book will have the same
appeal. Here's an example of how
smoothly he handles the jargon:

In the Valley these days, phreaks

were youths who cobbled together

their own approximation of a decent
cyberspace deck and used it for
weird cycberspace pranks. Cyps
were phreaks who'd turn profes-
sional and gone into the employ of
companies involved in industrial
espionage. If you broke into some
company’s machines often enough,

they were likely to hire you as a

cryp...

Rucker is particularly enamored
of robots and artiificial life. If
you've read his earlier books,
Software and Wetware (available
now in a single volume called Live

\
Robots) you'll encounter echon
and themes, but this is a much dif-
ferent book.

Jerzy Rugby is a programmer for
GoMotion, a company that makes
robotic kits. Along with the founder
of GoMotion, Roger Coolidge, Rugby
uses artificial life (a-life) algorithms
to improve the testing of the soft-
ware intelligence of the robots
GoMotion sells in kit form. They
use virtual reality to do most of
their testing, which features Our
American House (OAH), a vision of
the Cleaver house gone insane with
Walt the drunken father, Perky Pat
the mother of contradictory com-
mands, Dexter the son of the Son of
Sam, and Baby Scooter the ultimate
terror on all fours. If a robot can
survive the experience without
damaging the residents of OAH, it’s
not very likely to cause lawsuits
somewhere down the line. To
speed up the process of testing,
GoMotion can have 256 OAHSs set
up and running with virtual robots
in each. The mysterious president
of GoMotion introduces another
element to their testing process:
cyberspace ants embued with ar-
tificial intelligence.

Rugby’s family life has taken a
bad turn. Since turning pro hacker,

he’s spent too much time in front
of the computer and his wife has
left him for a sushi chef. An over-
zealous Realtor is trying to drive
him out of the big house he’s rent-
ing. But worst of all, he has ants
invading his cyberspace deck.
These aren’t your everyday picnic-
type ants, either, but something
from out of SimAnt and Franken-
stein. In the space of 48 hours,

o Jerzy watches as his personal

robot Studly kills a dog and lets

i loose the ants over 1024 diigital

television networks, loses his job

\at GoMotion, gets evicted, faces

criminal charges requiring $3 mil-
lion bail, and begins work for West
West, a major GoMotion competi-
tor that has already stolen most of
the GoMotion code.

Hacking is like building a scale-

model cathedral out of toothpicks,

except that if one toothpick is out
of place the whole cathedral disap-
pears. And then you have to feel
around for the invisible cathedral,
trying to figure out which toothpick
is wrong.

Fundamental to the attitude of
this story is a refreshing Sixties
mentality that doesn’t in the least
care whether the ants destroyed
television or whether robots
evolve into free beings. Rudy
Rucker writes this one in the first
person, in a simple prose style
reminiscent of Kurt Vonnegut.

The Hacker and the Ants
Avonova/Morrow

$19.95

ISBN 0-688-13416-5

320pp

Publication: May 1994

Also by Rudy Rucker

The Hollow Earth

Live Robots

paperbacks from Avon/Morrow
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Toad Computers

America’s
Atari Source
Since 1986!

DOUBLE SPEED

pulsing through its veins. 2
compatible . . . it'll change
rnal, $279 external.

est assured that this drive
he right speed for getting

f faster is better, make a d

data fly into your compute

Demon / Tantalizer
. . ) a: Tl

c

vQ

2ORDLG

N

-

Demon $199

tch your computer explode with 300K/sec power

80ms access time and very
your life forever. Just $199

SINGLE SPEED Seductress $99

‘s 150K/sec throughput is just
access' to infinite amounts of

CD-based data - from pictures to sounds to
Shakespeare. Just $99 external.

RIPLE SPEED Tantalizer

$379

ate with the 195ms

~ Taritalizer. Up to 450K/sec is within your grasp. Make CD

r at speeds you've only

~ dreamed of. Just $379 internal, $459 external.

TOAD DREAM CD F.A.Q.

q: What are these drives?

hey're high quality, new, Photo CD

compatible, NEC CD ROM drives!

q: Do these work on my Atari?
Of course they do. They also work on
Mac’s and PC’s, using standard SCSI.
: What'’s available on CD ROM?
Pictures, sounds, text, PD software,
source code, Internet info & lots more!
: HOW FAST is TOO FAST?
We leave that decision up to you.

Can | touch your hair?

0. That would be a little strange

Walnut Creek

Gemini Atari $29
Source Code $29
Project Gutenberg $29
GIF's Galore $29
Space, Astronomy $29
Internet Info $29
Fractal Frenzy $29
Clip Art Cornucop. $29

Qwikforms CD

« All Sterling Products

* 5300 IMG Clip Art Images

* 550 Type 1 PostScript Fonts

* 110 Spreadsheet Templates

* 160 GDOS, 140 PageStream
and 230 Calamus Fonts

* 190 GIF, 140 Degas, 7222 EPS
Clip Art Pictures

Bitstream 500 Fonts

Get 500 of Bitstream’s most popular

fonts in both TrueType and Type 1

PostScript format for use with

* 700 Business Letters in Pa?eStream or Speedo GDOS 5 (or
ASCIl format Calamus, if you use Type One

* Much Much More! Converter and FontVerter). All fonts

A" for $49 95| are ready to use!! You'll never pay

for another font again!
All for $44.95!
NEW! Toad CD!
Toad Computers and Suzy B's

Software are in the process of It’'s All Relative.

producing a massive, two-CD
set of Atari PD software. German PD CD 1/2 $39 €a

Nearly 1200MB of ready to Winning Pictures  $29
run software from around the Photo Show STE $39
oildiWayiCooll Audio CD Master $29
‘| ExtenDOS! Wow! ExtenDOS $19
to sttach 2 b RoMarve s your ) ExtenDOS Audio  $29
Atari Computer. It works with DMA- ICD Link 2 $90

based host adapters (ICD LINK) as well
as direct-SCSI connections (as on the
TT030 and Falcon030). Supports High
Sierra, 1SO, and Photo CD formats.

ICD Pro Software $47
Falcon SCSI Cable $29
TT SCSI Cable $19

GEMulator 3.02!

Run most any ST program on a 386, 486, or
compatible system! This amazing board and
software combination (consisting of an 8-bit PC
card and software) gives you a fast, compatible
ST — with the benefits of a 1.44MB disk drive,
VGA resolutions, and more! Even with You
have to see it to believe it! Includes ST XFormer
8-bit emulator for the ST!

Gemulator 3.02: Just $99!

Speedo GDOS 5.0

USE TRUETYPE and TYPE ONE fonts with
Speedo GDOS with NEW version 5.0! This
gives you access to an unlimited number of
terrific fonts for use with programs like
AtariWorks and TruePaint. Also supports
more printers, including 600dpi LaserJets.
What could be better? Call about upgrading
from earlier versions of Speedo!

Speedo v5.0: $74.95!

~ Check Out Our
TOAD Latest Catalog!
We've got a complete, 56

page catalog full of great
stuff exclusively for your
o ATARI computer! We mailed
% w«"“]?‘ i 25,000 this summer! If you
i R didn’t get one, call! Or

better yet, place an order!
All New Catalog!

& g TAPE BACKUPS!
@2 |ToadTape 250  $379
ToadTape 525 $499
ToadTape 2GB $869
ToadTape 8GB $999

Call for pricing on 150MB,
2500iB, 525MB, 268 and
86B tape backup
cortriddges! All are under e
230 each! Gl i

o e A TE)

and Accessories!
No one has more
Jaguar stuff than
we do!

\TAGM& Call for Jaguars,

Games, T-Shirts,
Jaguars: $244.95!

Atari 1040STE & SC1224: $459!

This bundle includes a NEW TMB 1040STE
computer, a 5C1224 Color Monitor

and a pile of bundled software
including LDW Power & lots
more! You just can’t beat
this deal! Limited Supplies!

TOAD HAND SCANNER $109!

The Toad Hand Scanner is the obvious choice for those of you on  budget. For
just $109 you get a complete hand scanner that's identical in specifications to
the Migraph and Golden Image scanners. There is however one difference! The
Toad Hand Scanner has a cartiidge port pass-through, so you can leave your
favorite cartridge plugged in even with your hand scanner installed!

oad Hand Scanner: $109.00! (Comes with Scanning Software!)

400 D!

105MB  $65
. Pr
i % 3
[ wi Wi
270MB $89 SA79  supplynd 2 yeor
200MB 389 3459  wemany

SPECIAL: Buy 3 SyQuest 270MB Cartridges
i for just $259.95! Limited Time Offer!

© Entire Drive Measures 4.5" W x 3" H x 7.5" D and uses
small and reliable 3.5" Removable Cortridges! COOL!!

Papa’s Grafik Guide $16 Beetle Mice New Colors ~ $34 Supra 144LC Class | $169

1 Mastering AtariWorks $38 Toad MegaMouse $29 Supra v.32bis Class 12 + S
NeoDesk 4 $49 Toad Cordless Mouse $49 Supra FAX+ Class 1 129
Cartridge Clock $29 Three Button Trackball $49 ZOOM AFX Class 1 00
TrueType Font Pack $15 Toad Optical Mouse $49 ZOOM VFDX Class 12 $129
Cubase Audio 2.0 $599  Toad Swifty Mouse $29 ZOOM VFX Class 1/ 149
Tiger Cub Sequencer $29 Atari Joystick $7 Supra / Zoom 28 50 )
Lynx Games @ $14,$19 Call Mouse Master $29 STraight FAX! 2.20

F

o 1B, No HD 799
 4MB, No HD 999
© 4MB, 85MB+ HD

ATARI

© 14MB, 85MB+ HD

‘Atari has removed restrictions on the sale of
Falcons through mail and telephone orders!
Now you can take advantage of the speed
and power of the newest Atari Computer,
with our service & prices!

(800) 448-8623

(410) 544-6943 Information
(410) 544-6999 BBS
(410) 544-1329 FAX

C Toad Computers
570 Ritchie Highway
( Severna Park, MD 21146-2925

MD Residents Add 5% Sales Tax
We carry ALL things ATARI!
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