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Run your programs
_at top speed - we
show how it's done

i . 0 THE BEST CHEAP AND CHEERFUL !OF'I'WARE

¢ EDUCATION ROUND-UP -
¢ NOISETRACKER GUIDE “

0 FAX MODEMS
® AND MUCH MORE 9770952300060

INSIDE §Tacrion : Wizkid, multi-player games, Jaguar latest plus Cheat Modes special



NOVOTEL
HAMMERSMITH
LONDON
28 & 29 MAY

Publishers of

Spoﬂigl'\’r ‘94 will pwovide visitors experts in the fielcl. The show
with demonstrations of software will also offer a wide range of
and hardware configurations and hardware and software
permit them to ask questions bargains, many items at
about many products directly to substantially reduced prices.

Discover the world of Amiga and Atari with the following top name companies:

Among the top companies exhibiting will be HiSoft with a wide range of software for both the Atari
and Amiga range including a 12 bit sound card for the Amiga A1200 and a Voicemail system for
the Atari. Meridian Software will be showing new software from America. AlfaData Benelux have a
range of brand new CD32 add-ons. Power Computing will be showing their new SCSI hard drive
controller for the Amiga A4000. Microvitec are displaying their latest multisync monitor, the 1438,
suitable for use by both Atari and Amiga machines. System Solutions and Atari Workshop will be
demonstrating an exciting range of new products from both Germany and America. This includes
new software called Expander for an Atari CD ROM, HD Drive, an invaluable hard drive utility and
Power Up, a Falcon accelerator. BSC of Germany are showing their superb add-on ROM drive for
the A1200 Amiga together with other useful products. Europress, well known publishers of Atari
ST User, Amiga Computing and ST Review will have all their magazines and back issues available.
GE Soft Systems are demonstrating an accelerator for the Atari Falcon together with a novel
‘clone’ STE. Digital Village and Music Village will be showing and demonstrating all the latest

products for the music industry and Prima Technologies have a keyboard for the CD32 and vari-
ous other successful and unusual products. Golden Image will be exhibiting a wide range of
peripheral hardware at amazing discounts and ACE will be showing the World of CD ROMS from
Holland. 16/32 Systems will have their huge Public Domain software library for both the Atari and
Amiga and Lightwave will be able to solve all your cable and connector problems. We also hope to
demonstrate the new Atari Jaguar 64 bit machine with its amazing capabilities and CU Amiga will
be offering technical support to help solve those little problems that are ever present.

@ Hi-Soft @ Gasteiner @ Golden Image

® Meridian Software @ Marpet @ Europress Enterprise
: ‘1'\5;'2(3"‘1 S s @ Antic Systems @ Microvitec

@ Power Computing @ 1st Computer Centre @ BSC (Germany)

@ Computronics @ Alfa Data (Benelux) @ Broadfield Computers




G ASTEINER

Novotel Hotel Exhibition Centre
Hammersmith, London

28th & 29th May, 1994

10am — 6pm

is the only place to be!

TickeTs: £5.00 oN THE DOOR

£3.50 IN ADVANCE

Order your advance tickets on the ticket
Hotline or fill in the coupon below

TICKET HOTLINE: 08 1 '345 65 73

----------------------------------------------------

Send to: GASTEINER

oo Siteor | require advance tickets @ £3.50 each
Upper Edmonton | enclose £
London
NX18 2AX Name
Payment Address

[ chequep.0.  Creditcard: [] Access [ visa

Not LLLUILLLLNLL LI L] expiryaaters LLL LI

pate: L LL || signature
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22 Getting it cheap
You don't need to pay the earth for
decent software — we reveal public
domain offerings that will do the business

26 NoiseTracker guide
We show how simple it can be o wrice you
first masterpiece with the tacker program
contained on this month's CoverDisk

30 Magic with words

In the last of our three-part series on
education software, e find the best word
programs for your children

52 pigital Arts

What makes this German software house
tick, and how did they get where they are
today?

views

37 si144

Star’s thermal wax transfer colour
printer is found to be ideal for those
producing presentation material

42 Just the fax

Two additions to the fax modem market
are tried and tested, plus a look at
software needed to use them

regulars

7 News
HiSoft extend their Atari software range,
ok prodcs acnorthern shows and the
Jguar picks up ancther top ward

10 Euro News

New Crazy Sounds assigns sound to nearly
all aspects of everyday computer use, a
merge picture utiity for Calamus and more

12 CoverDisk

We make it easy for you to get started
with allthe useful utities and games
packed onto this month's disk

20 Subscriptions
Save money and pick a free gift when you
i b € (e keripion ta your
favourite ST magazine

34 Public Sector

A bumper month for public domain games,
plus 2 new database makes life easy for golf
players

38 switched On!

‘This month we visit a Gloucestershire
hotel where Atari computers help
ensure everything runs smoothly

45 Write Now

You write on why you need to keep
software packaging, a plea for more
games coverage and more

50 Advice Service

Solutions to your ST problems — including
Basic programming, monitors,
updates and TOS upgrades

78 Aspecis

Seven pages keeping you up-to-date with
al that's new in music, DTP, comms,
business, emulation and the Falcon

READER OFFERS
34 Upgrade Service

Fifteen £££-saving ways

to improve your ST's
memory, power and
ease of use
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Use magic and weapons
to battle your way
through monster-filled
corridors in our
exclusive English
version of Walls of
Hlusion, a brilliant
Dungeon Master-type

shareware game

PLUS:

® Create and listen to amazing
sampled soundtracks using the
music sequencer NoiseTracker

® LED Panel - an on screen
display utility that shows the
time, date and disk drive status

® Antibomb replaces those
cryptic bomb symbols when the
ST crashes with friendly text
messages in a dialogue box

® And much more be:

The DISK starts on page 12
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the longest akablehee home oo wmmr
dealers in the U.K. We have developed an
extensive customer service policy which
involves testing of all hardware prior to
despatch 1o ensure that goods arrive in

L always the o we do
‘endeavour to offer consistently good
service and backup.

Al prices are correct at copy date 20/4/94
(while stocks last), and are subject to
prices

DaialP \Plus

~ Very quiet, no fan necessary
Dual SCS1 port
- Internal Power Supply

- Device Number Selector
2Mb PD software free
- Free HD Turbokit

The Data Pulse Plus range of
drives features a full metal case with
integral PSU ideal as a monitor stand.

All Data Pulse Plus Drives now
come configured with industry
standard 50 way SCSI Centronics
sockets which allows connection of
the ICD LINK (no clock) for use on
the ST or a SCSI Il cable for use on
the Falcon etc.

To ensure the highest possible

” . 's

Dataview Mono ST £109.99

Mono monitor with Sound *Limited Offer
The Dataview Monochrome monitor
comes complete with our custom
designed adaptor. The adaptor
incorporates a small beeper and
also a 2.5mm outpyt for better

Star SJ144 £369.99
The Star SJ144 is a Colour/Mono
thermal wax transfer printer which
gives glossy colour output on
normal paper.

® 360 dpi resolution

e Emulates Epson LQ 860, IBM

Proprinter & NEC graphics

Star
Star LC100 Colour £119.99
Star LC24/30 Colour £209.99
Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £210
$J48 Ink Cartridge £19
Citizen
Citizen ABC 24pin Colour £179.99
Citizen Swift 240 Colour £260
Hewlett Packard
HP Deskjet 310 £239
HP Deskjet 520 £279.99
HP Deskjet portable £199
HP Deskijet 550 Colour  £429.99
Hp DJ500 Colour ink cart £26
Lasers
Ricoh LP1200 £599
P!nllonlc KX-P4400

£499.99
Selkosha OP104 £479.99

Add £3 for cable. Add £7
or delivery

sol The monitor/
adaptor combination is fully
compatible with all ST high
resolution programmes and includes
aftilt/swivel stand.
‘Screen Beat Speakers £12.99

Multisync Monitor

Microvitec 1438 £289.99
ST Switch Box £19.99
Falcon VGA adaptor £9.

The Microvitec 1438 is a multisync
monitor compatible with both the
Atari ST and the Falcon. Utilising
the ST switch box it is possible to
display all three ST resolutions on
the same monitor. Also compatible
with screen blaster for the FALCON.

"Microvitec 1440... Highly
recommended"-Atari ST User

Dataview .28 SVGA £239.99
This high quality SVGA colour
monitor comes complete with Falcon
adaptor. The .28 dot pitch gives the
highest quality picture (Falcon will

only display 256 colours in high
Tesolutions).

ST-SVGA adaptor £19.99
Falcon-Composite £9.99
Falcon £13.99
Falcon-ST Mon adaptor £9.99
SCART STE cable 9.9
SCART STFM cable £9.99

Scart TV
(Requires gzcmr Lead)

Samsung C13 £179.99
The Samsung C13352X is a 14"
SCART input TV with remote control

and on-screen displays.

2400 Baud Voyager £69.99

2400 baud pocket modem, MNP 2-4

error correction, MNPS data compression
ud Peg:

Fax Modem £159.99
14400 Baud Modem, Auto Dial, Auto
answer, Lifetime limited warranty, MNP
2-4 error correction, MNP 5 data
domprassion, S/H(Clase 12 Class 2

ands, Group 3 S/R fax modem
{compatible with Siraight FAX)
“With reduced call rates there's never
been a_better time to invest in
Communications”

reliability, the drives are tested at
every stage of assembly by skilled
technicians.

Al drives are ready to 'Plug in and
Go' when you receive them. When
you first boot up your hard drive you
will find a wealth of Public Domain
Utilties which have been selected by
our support staff.

Al Data Pulse Plus Drives include
12 months warranty and free phone
advice and support by genuine Data
Pulse Plus users.

The low power consumption of
these Autoparking Autobooting
mechanisms means that they can
operate well within their safe
operational temperature ranges
without the need for fan cooling. This
coupled with the design of the case
results in probably the quietest Hard
Drive range available for the ST.

Re-Wiiteable Optical drives offer
staggering density with hard drive
speed. Each 3.5' optical disk stores

bz 030

@ 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central
Processor, 16MHz Biiter, 32MHz
26001 Digial Signal Procssear

@ 1.44Mb 35° Floppy, up to 14Mb
RAM. Displays 65536 colours from
262144 palette at 768 x 480
resolution

© 8 Chamel {6 i, high quslty. Stereo
sound sampling

FALCON |Mb HAM NO HD £499
FALCO aho i £699
ALCON ibHD £799
FALCON le 127Mh HD £899
FALCON4Mb209MbHD £999
el il

Ergonomically designed Trak Ball.
320Dpi resolution, 2 microswitched
buttons. The Legend Trak Ball is

very easy to use. Uniike normal Trak
balls the LEGEND is operated with
the thumb freeing the fingers o click

ONLY £29.99
| Drive

Ladbroke's 3.5" External Floppy drive.
Includes own external power Supply.

£59.99
1, s€

High quality 300 dpi mouse with
microswitched buttons ST/AM

11.99

Marpet upgrades for the ST are *plug in"
and require no soldering. They are
compatible with most motherboard
layouts and come with full fitting
instructions. These boards accept SIMM

U and Shi
Unpopulated Marpet Board  £24.00

ifter

e SIMM prices below
Forget! Me Clock [ £13.99
5121 £7.99
SMB SIS £54.99
4MB SIMM'S £109.99

Wm “master

240 PPQ Midi Standard file format
compatible. 100 tracks. Phrase
arrangement. Very easy to use.

£9.99

"Data Pulse is astonisbingly fast'-
Andrew Wright, ST User

128Mb with access time of 30ms and
a data transfer rate of 600K per
second.

Data Pulse +170Mb £270
D/P +128Mb Optical £670
CD ROM Drive £180

Phone for further details on CD ROM

Please note all prices quoted are
for main drive unit only. Add ICD
LINK for use with ST or SCSI

cable for use with FALCON
ICD LINK (ST) £79.99
SCS Cable (Falcon) ~ £39.99
128Mb Optical disk £29.99
ICD PRO Utilities £30.99

I [y > er

@ 100,200,300,400 Dpi Resolution

letter mode, 3 photo modes

05mm scanning head

@ includes Cartridge through port
with switch box

@ Supplied with Scanlite Accessory.
Compatible with any graphics
package which Supports accessories.

@ Allows scanning  directly
compatible packages, such as
Silhouette.

Hand Scanner+
Scanlite £99.99

Hand scanner supplied with Silhouette
V1.4 Autotracing vector package (mono
monitor only). £119.99

ices

The Only ATARI
Authorised Repair
Centre in the UK

Our Atari trained technicians can
repair ST's at competitive rates. We can
arrange for fully insured, courier pickup
and return delivery of your machine to
ensure ts safety. We even have a same
day service which will ensure your
machine s given priority and subject to
fault, completed the same day.

e offer a Quotation service for £15
for which we will examine your machine
and report back with an exact price for
repair. If you do not wish to go ahead
with the repairs then just pay the £15.
However if you do go ahead then the
charge is included in the minimum

Dl

S
8

Please note: The minimum charge
covers labour, any exira parts are
chargeable.

Minimum repalr charge 235425
Same day

STFM(E) PSU £34.90
1Mb lmernll drive £39.99
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM  £65.00
Courier Pickup 11.00
Courier Return £7.00

@ Check configuration before
ordering

PC Speed STFM or STE (XT) £49.99
AT Speed STFM (8MHz) £139.99



Now HiSoft
extend their
Atari range

JUST weeks after Compo Software
announced several new products for
Atari computers, software specialist
HiSoft have extended their range.

The developer’s launch of a new database
and upgrade to their hard disk utility
Diamond Back prove that leading third-party
supporters are still committed to TOS-based
machines.

Diamond Back 3's new user interface is
claimed to make the program easier to use,
and it now has support for SCSI tape drives
and improved compression and reporting
features. According to HiSoft, the £49.95

D e 2

iSoft boss continues
to develop for Atari computers

by John Butters

program is the fastest of its type, can back-up
or restore any number of drive partitions,
directories o specific files and has a range of
formatting options.

Twist 2 is a new database for all Atari
computers. It has a GEM user interface and
comprehensive statistical, string, logical and
mathematical functions.

It contains keyboard shortcuts, a built-in
bitmap editor for IMG image files, the ability
to define a sort priority on up o five fields
and can import and export files to other
platforms.

Aari font systems GDOS and SpeedoGDOS
help produce professional-looking printed
reports, and the program can also take advan-
tage of system fonts and those built into
printers.

A range of functions are available to make it
easy to view data. Information can be sent to
the screen, printer, a clipboard or Twist's bult-
in text editor.

Alternatively, data can be mail merged to a
template report or saved as an Ascii tex file
for manual editing.

The program needs at least one megabyte of
memory and a hard disk is recommended. It is
due for imminent release and will cost £89.95.

HiSoft, who can be telephoned on 0525
718181, refused to comment on their plans for
a Falcon voicemail system.

Microvitec have
Falcon vision

MICROVITEC have unveiled a new 14in VGA
monitor which they claim is suited to a wide
range of Falcon applications.

The Auto-Scan 1438 has a maximum non-
interlaced resolution of 800 x 600 pixels and
features an anti-glare screen which rests on a
tilt and swivel base.

Supplied with necessary cables, it costs £299
from Silica Systems, who can be telephoned on
081-309 1111.

Microvitec: New Falcon monitor costs £299

Hot products
travel north

RECENT Atari shows in Newcastle and
Glasgow gave enthusiasts from the north of
England and Scotland the chance to see
several new ST and Falcon products.

While overall attendance was disappoint-
ing, there were some irresistible special
offers, including Studio Photo image process-
ing software at £59 and DA’s Vector at £125.

On the Compo Software stand, NeoDesk 4
was being previewed alongside Geneva by
developer Dan Wilga. NeoDesk 4 was very
impressive with multi-coloured icons and a
host of new features,

These include group icons for keeping
related files together and handy file
search facilities using name, size and date as
masks,

The competition was there too in the
form of the new Mag!x multitasking operat-
ing system and the Ease desktop replace-
ment, both shown by System Solutions.

ASTONISHING

Ease was certainly nice to lool

was the integrated file transfer utility Kobold
that was drawing the comments, swapping
files around at astonishing speed.

Also available was the new ExtenDOS CD-
ROM software together with host
adapter/cable and twin speed Apple 300 CD
ROM drive at under £300.

CGS ComputerBild showed off their excel-
lent range of graphics products including the
new version of DA’s Layout.

There were also some newcomers from
Germany aimed at music lovers. Digit, a
sample soundtracker and Music Mon ST, a
soundchip synthesiser, both require a mono
monitor and appear to be easy to use with
English manuals and interfaces.

Titan Designs demonstrated the Graffiti
genlock and Expose digitiser linked to a late
beta version of the extremely impressive
Chroma Studio 24 image editing and manip-
ulation package.

Other exhibitors included Best Electronics
selling spare parts, and Warpzone and 16/32
public domain libraries with a range of
budget software, peripherals, and PD disks.

NeoDesk 4: Designed with multitasking in mind

Atari ST User June 1994 _




Gasteiner take CD

GASTEINER have been appointed UK distrib-
utor of Walnut Creek’s GEMini CD-ROM

disc mentioned in the news pages of our
March issue.

It contains 2,872 files for Atari computers,
taking up a massive 616Mb of storage space
and costs £49.99. Among its contents are
public domain and shareware programs and
50Mb of games. Tel: 081-345 6000

* * *
SCSI control

TOPLINK is a multi-function hard drive
controller for all STs which features a SCSI
controller for CD-ROM drives and a version
supporting most popular SCSI hard disks.
Also offering support for the SyQuest 3.5

removable media drive, the device costs
£59.99 from Gasteiner (081-345 6000), who
distribute two Toshiba CD-ROM drives.

* * *
Publishing guide

DESKTOP Publishing for the Small Printer is
Nexus Publishing’s first guide to Atari
computing.

Itis aimed at convincing small printers who
are still using old paste-up techniques to
move on to new technology, as well as helping
ST enthusiasts who are looking to buy new
equipment.

The manual costs £14.95, and will be
followed in due course by a communications
tutorial. Tel: 0922 616358

* * *
One-stop buying

HEAVENLY Music Midi Software’s new
Desktop Music Division (0255 434217) aims to
provide a one-stop buying point for musicians.

The firm say they will be offering complete
desktop music packages from companies such
as Roland, Yamaha, Twelve Tone Systems
and Turtle Beach.

“Customers can get almost anything they
need from sequencers and editors, cables and
interfaces to sound cards and lots more at
realistic prices,” said a spokesman for the firm.

* * *
Jaguar expands

A $12.8 million investment by Time Warner
in Atari Corporation will be used to expand
Jaguar throughout the United States.

Time Warner's extra 1.5 million shares in
Atari increases their interest in the firm from
about 25 per cent to 27.5 per cent.

The deal is subject to regulatory clearance
and other formalities.

* * *
On sale

WATCH out for the July issue - on sale at a
newsagent near you from June 13,

ECTS: Atari pick up Jaguar award at leading trade show

Jaguar picks up top award

JAGUAR has picked up another prestigious award — this time Best Hardware at Europe’s leading
electronic entertainment trade show, ECTS.

It was one of 18 awards voted on by a panel of magazine editors and consumers from across
Britain and mainland Europe, and follows a string of awards in the US.

Atari used the show itself to demonstrate the revolutionary games
console and somes software titles under development. But one of the firm’s main reasons for
attending was to attract new developers, which company spokesman Peter Walker claims
was achieved

He said a meeting for interested people in a nearby hotel after the actual show attracted more

than 100 software makers, and judged it a great success.

Losses
continue
at Atari

ATARI continue to lose money, although the
cash shortfall for the 1993 financial year was cut
to $48.9 million compared to $73.6 million in
the previous year.

But during the same period sales fell consid-
erably, from $127.3 million in 1992 to just
$28.8 million.

Atari are disappointed at the magnitude of
their losses, but believe they have completed
the transition from old technology products and
have consolidated their world operations.

The firm's president, Sam Tramiel, has
warned of further losses. “In addition to the
initial launch markets of New York and San
Francisco, we have now introduced Jaguar in
Los Angeles,” he said.

“As availability of Jaguar hardware and soft-
ware increases, we will broaden our distribu-
tion throughout the United States

“As a result of increased spending for
marketing activities and until such time as ship-
ments of Jaguar products are made in substan-
tial volume, we do not expect to achieve
profitability.”

Meanwhile, long-time Atari rival Commodore
are facing their own cash crisis and continue to
trade in negative equity.

They warned recently that unless they
receive financial backing they could be forced
into reorganisation or liquidation proceedings.

DIARY
DATES

May 28-29, 1994

Spotlight ‘94

Venue: Novotel Hotel, Hammersmith
Organiser: Gasteiner

(081-345 6000)

The organisers promise exhibitors will be
showing new ST and Falcon products.

September 20-25, 1994
Live ‘94

Venue: Earls Court

Organiser: News International

(071-782 6893)

Some players in the electronic
entertainment industry have pledged
their support for this large consumer elec-
tronics show.

October 6-9, 1994
BBC Big Bash

Venue: NEC, Birmingham

Organiser: Haymarket Exhibitions

The Future World area of this big show
will contain the latest computer games and
virtual reality.

October 26-30, 1994

Future Entertainment Show

Venue: Earls Court I

Organiser: Future Exhibitions

(0225 442244)

The biggest public show for computer and
video games players.




JOIN now from Just £4.00
-, READ Special Reserve m«lm

ol magezne st bmony b mers
Gy el v, Chare & Fasen

from Specil Reservewil nomall

FIRST SAMIRA HEGA LG WANA S HEG)
FRMGLA T ORANG DX 1 (1 MEG) -

BRoL
32855 8

S

ing. Top discounts on al products.

% sav:nouwnhouxsm”p’mf”?'

2
i

4
i

.
i
8

nmmmmmmm
-‘um'eh

DSDD 35"
oer ik DISKS WITH
ook R LABELS

A73F wonve snes on
PIXEL PERFECT
SHOWN)...

PHINTERS

29 coLoun priT

e ménmu AOPN
moowunswurnm ek

s auc
AR, e E Ot ST
© SET FACIITY P DATA BUETER.

APERLOADIN

2YEAR WARRANTY, F "Cions

SomaEN sw 2100 PAATER i coLouR KT
Foum avmmmm TRE SAMITER LEAD.
'ADVANGED VERSION OF Z4E WITH AUTOSET
FEATURE AND LCO CONT ROL PANEL. ... 22099

paneR LeAD LoMETRES o8
PRTAES M R il

ALL GENUINE UK VERS

Kror oviMTe FACK

N STRETHGITER TURS
SUPER NES GANE:
FREE 16 PAGE COL

2
e
29
H
i
sk bhssase
sssee skash

3 833 3383385

0
5%

HiaE

e

USAB SISO tnae
MRRACHNES

s i 2
83883338 2338388 835833 3

ZouiEs

B

DISKS & ACCESSORIES
PACK OF 10 SONY DOUBLE!

oSS Tonse wwum.amn
EE PLASTIC

oeLUIE DEKEOXE ) o5

bxremis 5 v omve

MEDIALIFE A8 COPY HOLDER. FREE STANOING,
EASY SELF ASSEMBLY. HOLDS A4 PAGE FOR
COPY TYPING NTOWORD B

DATABASE, SPREADSHEET ETC (NEW) .. 899
MEDIALIFE CD FLE DRAVER (30 CAPACITY)
STACKABLE DESION, EASY SELF ASSEMBLY

ST A ST,

ATARIST 78 SRty
HOMTORLERD A ST o P
(ChIgB33 MK OR COMMODORE

SAVE OVER £40 ON ARP.
VERGION TG MANS ROAPTOR)
HARS SORPTON FOn GAME GEAH
e

5% SN coceen 2
SR Skl

| qucior -
TGP STAR JOYSTICK FOR AMIGAST:
| CAGSWITOHED WIH AUTORRE

cucksro?
o
ey
SIS Rrone

[ g

S8 %
SBeouss s
WIGHO VACHIES . 2490 SONIG 1

supeR pROZID
STICK 1ONSTICK FOR AMIGAST.
ICROSWITCHED WiTH AUTORIRE

ousE wAT
Wi SPONGE BACKING.
ouSEMAT GLE Scene)
e

638
DR R IGUSE S JHSTIEK M5 ONE ROAT)

 gvr £180. your of o games.
Six reasons over have joined
w h-mhﬁhm

Jmmg o soow o shor.Thares 7o CoIgatn 150,

0279 600204

FAEE 16 PAGE GO oouml AT AL SBUE TS0 ARk

. GLUB SHOPS..,
IELMSFORD - 43 Broomfield Rd

(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS)
Name.
Address

Postoode

Phone Machine.

Enter membership number (1 applicable) or
NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE (ANNUAL UK 7.00)

itom.

ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT [£
ChequelP.0/AcosssMastercard/SwichVisa (Swich ssue No.
Card expiry dte. Sgnature,

(Cheques payabie to: SPECIAL RESERVE
BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH
(EC or World)
Non-softwers ftems




Networked straight
through the Channel
Tunnel, Don Maple’s news
from the Continent

FOLLOWING the success of Crazy Sounds,
Maxon have just released a considerably
improved version which enables users to assign
sounds to virtually all aspects of everyday
computer use.

GEM events such as opening a window, press-
ing a key and printing text can all sound an audible
effect of your choice. You can even tie a sound to
a timer, starting up a program or clicking on
OK/Cancel alert box buttons.

The program is not all play — it has its useful
side too. Crazy Sounds has a built-in time
announcer and you can set its internal alarms to
remind you of things with a short message.

The sounds used are basically samples and can
contain anything you wish from sound effects and
speech, to music and sampled TV shows.

There are two folders with many default
sounds contained in both 8-bit and 16-bit
versions.

You can also use sounds from Macintosh
and Windows programs after you've
converted them with the supplied
CONVERT.PRG program.

It comes on three disks and includes an acces-

Seeing double
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Crazy Sounds: Assign sounds
to everyday computer use

sory to modify the settings and a multitude of
samples.

The program runs on all ST, STe, TT and
Falcon computers but needs a minimum of IMb
of RAM and TOS 1.04 or higher.

Crazy Sounds Il is available from Maxon,
Industriestr.26, 65760 Eschborn, Germany for
DM79 (about £32).

AS ITS name suggests the Merge module for Calamus S and SL merges two images into one.
In addition to the images, you can specify a mask indicating how the pictures are to be
combined.In this way only portions of the images can be merged. The result can be a greyscale,
RGB or CMYK image. All colours can be individually adjusted and only certain colours can be

merged.

The module also previews the colour-separated image. Merge costs DM400 (£160 pounds) from
Adequate Systems, Am Steinern Kreuz 19, 64297 Darmstadt, Germany.

THIS month we turn to programming. SysMon is the most popular
PD/shareware system monitor in Germany and is now appearing
in version 1.0.9 which also runs on the Falcon and under

MultTOS.

A system monicor s used to track down program bugs by ~ &
as its name implies — monitoring the system behaviour during

program execution.

SysMon is very powerful and can be used to keep track of all
system resources from memory and system calls - AES, GEMDOS

and (X)BIOS - to vectors and even Line-A.

The monitor installs itself and remains resident until invoked. It uses a
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Bugs on the run from system monitor

separate hidden screen so that the original screen is unaffected.
The monitor screen, invoked with Right-shift/Help, is charac-
ter-based, despite its GEM-like appearance with text menus and

& the s

=30, windows.
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@ CD FEVER in Germany continues
as another new Atari CD is
announced. STE Power CD Volume |
contains 600Mb of software for STIE,
TT and the Falcon.

The Falcon folder contains 350 files
from about 9,000 on the whole CD. It
is in ISO 9660 format and can be had
at a limited introductory price of
DM30 (about £12).

After May 15 the price goes up to
DM43 (about £17) and can be bought
from Michael Wehner, Ostpreussen
Strasse.10, 35460 Staufenberg,
Germany.

@ DESPITE the postponement of the
official European Jaguar introduction
until the summer, German gamesters
have already been buying their big
cats.

The biggest mail order chain, called
Quelle (‘source’ in English), have been
shipping Jaguars for several weeks
now.

The Jaguar appeared in their cata-
logue earlier this year and is the
genuine PAL model, not an NTSC
import.

For the lucky UK owners, here are
the Cybermorph level codes: I: 1008,
2: 1328, 3: 9325, 4: 9226, 5: 3444 and
X: 6009,

@ AND finally, an amusing titbit from
the CeBIT show. The well known Intel
campaign with the ‘Intel inside’ stick-
ers has been countered in Germany
with a grass roots ‘Intel OUTside’
sticker which Atari fans have been
producing in large numbers and stick-
ing to their computers.

Seeing these stickers, Intel repre-
sentatives became very irate.
However, the funniest bit was in a
CeBIT toilet cubicle where a genuine
“Intel inside’ was seen firmly stuck to
the toilet seat cover...

SysMon will single-step and output to screen, file or printer.
The unregistered version is limited in that only one Trap can be

The program is unusually priced in that it costs DMS0 (about
£20) for private use but DMI00 (about £40) for commercial use.

Available from the author: Karsten Isakovic, Wilmersdorfer Strasse 82,

10629 Berlin, Germany.
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Computers...

520 STFM - 1Mb £199
520 STFM - 2Mb £249
520 STFM - 4Mb. £299
TT030 - 32Mhz £Call
MegaSTE 2Mb/ 16 Mhz £399

M h

me-Monit:

The award winning SM14 is a perfect
replacement for the Atari SM124/5
monochrome monitors: it exceeds
Atari’s original specifications. The
14" high resolution, paperwhite FST
(Flatter, Squarer Tube), gives a per-
fectly centred, crisp, sharp image
without blurring at the edges.

The SM14 comes without, and the
SM14s with, a speaker. The SM14f is
for the Falcon. A Tilt and Swivel

MiniS.Special.Offer.
A complete HDD system for all
STFM/E and Mega ST computer. We
have managed to secure a limited
quantity of low capacity Hard Drives
which come supplied in our award
winning MiniS casing. This offer is
valid while stocks last.

40Mb MiniS inc. Translator  £199

80Mb MiniSinc. Translator ~ £259
Alldrives carry a1Year Warranty

Coming Soon: Magtx - Multitasking for all STs.

Falcon.Add-ons..c..

Falcon Wing OMb £49.95
Falcon Wing 4Mb £179.00
Falcon Wing 14Mb £Call
BlowUP 030- Software  £15.00
BlowUP 030 - Hard 1 £49.95
BlowUP 030 - Hard 2 £69.95
14" Monitors from £99.95
Clarity 16 £99.95
Cubase Audio in Stock

FDI - Falcon Digital Interface In Stock

( ns.
Comms Software

Stalker £39.95
CoNnect v2.4x

£29.95

Includ

standard.

The MiniS Hard Drive System comes
with drive capacities ranging from
170Mb up to 1800Mb. This full SCSI

The speclal version for STfm/Mcsa
ST installed with Overscan, the
screen enhancer, gives a 40% bigger
display.

All monitors come as a plug-in-and-
g0 unit, complete with Atari plug,
and no adaptors are necessary.
“Essential Buy, 90%"
STReview, May 93

without audio SM14/f  £129.95
with audio SM14s  £149.95
OverScan ST £39.95

e o S
* Quietfan % DualSCsiport

* Device Number Switch

* Internal Power Supply
} Sraasasn i)

system is hardware ible with
all Atari computers, Amiga, Mac, PC
etc. They are unrivalled in size, noise,
speed, and style and come with a
thruport for expansion.

It is the only Hard drive awarded an
Essential Buy of 92% (Atari ST Re-
view Christmas '93) and a Gold
Award of 93% (ST Format Feb. '94).

(=i

3 e Warranty on ll rives

TFalcon  ST(FM/e)
170Mb 7 £319
270Mb £359 £399
340Mb £459 £499
540Mb £659 £699
fosob Ay £993 £1049

£1499 £1549

Rl O
Heany DOl o SO TS, o950,

32Mhz

The Falcon is fast becoming the pref-
ered choice for 8 track digital re-
cording, with powerful programs
such as Cubase Audio using it to its
full potential. The DSP chip opens up
a whole new world of Sound and
Graphics. System Solutions now
supply 32Mhz Falcon 030 computers
from stock.

PowerUp?2 is a brand new 32Mhz
accelerator for the Falcon, available
now. PowerUp2 doubles the CPU

Definitely the most exciting product
this year is Mag!X - Multitasking
Operating System. Written by the

Fax Software (requires Fax Modem)
Straight Fax v2.10 £79.95
Straight Fax upgrade to v2.1 £26.00

CD-Rom Systems
Complete with interface for STFM/E
from £299.00

Atari.Software ..
Atari Works £99.95
Works with SpeedoGDOS I‘.129 00
MultiTOS £49.95
SpeedoGDOS £39.95
Photo Show £29.95
Photo Show Pro £49.95
Diamond Edge £49.95
Diamond Back Il £39.95
1CD Pro Utils £39.95
Audio Calc £39.95
DA Vector £149.00

Calamus v1.09N £89.00

To order and for further information
telephone or write to:
Mail Order Telephone
0753-832212
System Solutions
Windsor Business Centre,
Vansittart Road, Windsor, SL4 1SE
Fax:0753-830344
©or come to our London Showroom at:
The Desktop Centre
17-19 Blackwater Street,
London, SE22 8RS
Tel: 081-¢ 6'73 3355 Fax: OE'I 6936936
prices inlude VAT
o small er s S0 please add£2 95780
Tarae e over £50 6410 courier carge

same p that brought you
NVDI and the replacement desktop
EOS, Mag!X s likely to become the
standard by which all other Atari
operating systems are judged.

Mag!X runs on all Atari ST/STe/Mega
and TT computers with 512Kb, but
2Mb Ram is recommended for a
useful working system. Not only

S,

clock speed and does not take up
the internal expansion siot.

‘We supply systems for Music, Desk
Top Publishing, Image Manipulation,
Animation, Desk Top Video, fax &
modem use etc. Please phone for
your personal quotation of a tailor-

made Falcon 030 System.
PowerUp2 kit £59.95
PowerlUp?2 fitted £99.95

PowerUpa itted, when bousht with
aFalcon 030 System 9.95

does this system run several
programs at the same time, but it
has been so highly optimised that
running one application under
Mag!X is actually faster than under
normal TOS. The Falcon version is
promised for later in the year.

Also available is the lightning fast
file manager Kobold.

Mag!X £59.95
Mag!X and NVDI £89.95
Kobold 2.5 £59.95

We stock Lighthouse Towers to
suit the whole range of Atari com-
puters, including the Falcon 030. If
you are planning to add hardware to
your machine you will find ample
space inside the tower, giving you
more room on your desktop. With
the ST/STe and Falcon, the keyboard
is removed from the body of the
machine and re-cased, giving you a
separate free standing keyboard. A
complete tower can contain:

* Atari ST/STe/Mega or Faicon

* Hard Drives, 40Mb-2Gb

* Up to 3Floppy Drives
* Tape Streamers
* Memory Upgrades
* Hardware Accelerators
* PCand Macintosh Emulators
* ExtraPrinter and Monitor ports
Call us now, and we will put

together a complete package

GOLD AWARD
STFormat

All repairs are carried out by qualified personnel. If you would like a quote,
please ask for an estimate. Need it back in a hurry? Then ask for our profes-
sional next-day service. Call us to dlscuss youv upgvade requirements. We fit all

quality up:

Atari Workshop is
the only UK company
with TWO full-time
Atari Service centres.

by courier.
Windsor Service Centre:
off Duke Street, Windsor, SL4 1SE.
Tel:0753-818816
ndon Service Centre:
7-19 Blackwater Street, East Dulwich,
SE228RS. Tel:081-693 1919

Call the professionals
now for your personal
quote.

ATAVI

WORKSHOP



Check out this month's game offering,
Walls of Illusion, or try your hand at
creating a musical masterpeice with ST
NoiseTracker. Plus several utilities to
make your ST easier to use

Press the button to open the door, but be careful, you never
know what's behind it waiting to tear your head off

Wander down mysterious
corridors and battle with
devious denizens in this brilliant
Dungeon Master-type game

By: Harald Breitmaier and Heinz Munter
Configuration: All STs with 1Mb or mare -
Low resolution
Filenames: X WOI1.TOS, X WOI2.TOS -
Self-extracting archive
Disk space required to extract:
655360 (X WOI 1.70S), 219136

THERE can't be many ST owners who haven't
heard of Dungeon Master. ls first-person
perspective and atmospheric graphics
together with its sound effects, all added to
the excellent gameplay to create what
has become one of the most cloned games
around.

Asking around the office for a few opinions
on the game soon led to a major nostalgia trip
among the Atari ST User crew as well as our
Amiga Computing counterparts. Tales of

(X_WOI_2.TOS) bytes
Start program with: WOLPRG

horrendously late nights and nearly broken
marriages were just a couple of the discussions
heard from some of the DM veterans.

Of course, it was inevitable that such a
successful game would lead to a myriad of
wanna'-bes madly scrambling onto the prover-
bial bandwagon. Even today, some new releases

Compass

Main
view

Character
positions

COVERA: =

N % Savelload

Movement
icons
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Eat food

Equipment inventory

on other formats are still trying to recapture
the same success DM achieved.

Walls of lllusion is one such clone and brings
the monster-filled passageways and tense
exploration back onto the ST scene again.
This demo version gives you a smaller playing
field to the registered one, for which you can
send off to the address listed in the documen-
tation file on the disk (DOC.PRG), but
there are still lots of places to wander
and lots of monsters to bash. The registration
fee is DM28 for the English version —
about £12.

To extract the files, copy X_WOI|.TOS and
X_WOI2.TOS to separate blank disks and run
each one. After the extraction processes have
finished, delete the X_WOL. files and transfer
all remaining files onto one disk. Those familiar
with Dungeon Master will have no trouble

travels. Be sure to click on them to read the
message. It may contain clues or a warning

For all you people who hate drawing maps, Walls
of lllusion features a simple automatic mapping
facility (hurraht)

lurk. These guys are particularly nasty

getting to grips with the control method. You
control four characters by clicking on the
arrow icons or using the keyboard.

You can move forwards and backwards as
well as turning on the spot and stepping
to the left or right. The ideal way to play the
game is to have one hand on the mouse
to select the attack icons while your free
hand uses the keyboard to move your
characters.

This allows you to stay one step ahead of
any monsters by quickly attacking and then
moving before they can counterattack, which is
much safer than standing still and battling it
out.

At the start of the game you have no
weapons or armour but you will find a couple
of daggers and a sword on the floor when you
start and there is some leather armour avail-
able nearby.

There are also various magic scrolls which
you can pick up. Once collected, you can
cast the spell by clicking on the appropriate
colour icon of the player who has the scroll to
castit.

If you are one of those rare people who are
not familiar with this game, check out the icon
guide for a description of the game controls.

Written a program?
Then send it to Atari ST User

- we pay ££€s for quality
CoverDisk submissions

Using the
CoverDisk

Write-protect your CoverDisk now by sliding the
write-protect tab 0 you can see through the hole at
the top right corner of the CoverDisk.

In order to fll the disk with as many programs as
possible, ST User employs disk compression tech-
niques when placing large programs on the CoverDisk.

These files are termed “archived files” and cannot
be directly executed from the CoverDisk. Archived
files are identified by their names beginning with X_.

Any files that do not begin with X_ are actually
folders containing files which are not compressed.

These uncompressed files should also be copied to
a blank disk. Following are a series of step-by-step
instructions for using the CoverDisk.

Important: The ST User CoverDisk uses an
extended format of 10 sectors and 81 tracks to
increase storage space. This means you will not be able
o copy the disk using the ST's buil-in copying feature.

To make a backup of the CoverDisk, you will need
2 copying utiliy, such as FastCopy 3. Such utlites are
available from all good PD libraries.

Alternatively, you may use a formatting utiliy, to
format a disk to the same 10 sector, 82 track specifica-
tion as the CoverDisk and simply copy all files to this

Using archived files

Note: When copying files, the ST refers to disk A and
disk B in its on-screen instructions. Disk A refers to
the disk being copied while disk B refers to the disk
being copied to (usually a pre-formatted blank disk)

1. Format a disk.

2. Copy the required archived file to the formatted
disk.

3. Run the copied archived file. It will now automati-
cally “extract” to its full size.

4. Once complete, delete the X_ filename as this is no
longer required. The formatted disk should now
contain all the files that were in the archive file

Normal uncompressed files

1. Format a blank disk

Open the required folder and copy all fles in the
folder to the formatted disk.

3. You can now immediately run the program/s as is.
High!
1. Click once on the item, it should turn black (the
item is now highlighted)

2. f you keep the left mouse button held down on the
item, a dotted outline of the item appears and you may
then

re-position it by moving the mouse to the required
position (effectively dragging the icon) and releasing
the mouse button.

If you are new o the ST and did not understand
some of the terminology in the preceding steps. There
now follow an explanation of some basic techniques
needed.

ing and dragging files and icons

Formatting a disk

1. Place the disk to be formatted in the drive.
2. Highlight the drive A icon.

3. Move mouse pointer up to the FILE menu at the top.
o the screen and select FORMAT.

4. A box will appear. Click on OK.

5. Another box will appear. Ensure DOUBLE SIDED is
selected then click on OK. The disk is now being
formatced.

Copying files to another disk

1. Select the file to be copied by highlighting it and
dragging it to the disk B icon.

2. A box entitled COPY FILE(s) appears. Click on OK
and follow instructions on the screen exchanging disks
as requested

Atari ST User June 1994 m



Confused by those silly bombs
that appear when your ST
crashes? Antibomb will replace
them with a dialogue box and text
error message

LED Panel provides instant information on the

Filenames: X ANTIBM.TOS -
Self-extracting archive
Disk space required to extract:
35840 bytes
Start program with: ANTIBOMB.PRG in
AUTO folder

IT'S happened to all of us. There you are,
working away at your ST when, all of a sudden,
those infamous bombs appear on screen
followed by a total lock-up of the computer.

This in itself is annoying, but to rub salt in
the wound, you are left totally in the dark as to
what exactly the error was. Well, fret no
more, as Antibomb comes to the rescue to
shed light on the disastrous event.

Once installed, Antibomb will spring to life if
an ‘exception’ — the technical term for an
interruption in the normal computer process —
occurs. Instead of the rather useless and unin-
formative routine which prints those damned
bombs, Antibomb will display a dialogue box
with a text description of the error which
occurred.

You then have the option of continuing,
performing a warmstart (similar to pressing
reset) or a coldboot (just like switching off

T).

Verify

Speed up your disk drive’s
performance with this small
but useful program

By: Articulate Softwar
Gonfiguration: Al STa - All resclutions
Fllmml X VERIFY.TOS -

xtracting archive

m-k -pm required to extract:
11264 bytes

Start program with: VERIFY.PRG

EVERY time your ST writes information to a
disk drive, it performs a verify function to
ensure that the information was written
correctly.

This may be a sensible measure, but it is
very rare that a problem will occur during
writing because the majority of floppy and hard
disk drives are extremely reliable with the
quality of disks today.

Verify gives you the choice of de-activating
the verify function, thereby effectively doubling
the speed of the writing process. Simply execute
the VERIFY.PRG program and you will be asked
whether you want verification on or off.

Alternatively, if you want to have verification
off all the time, you can copy the
AUTOVRFY.PRG program into your AUTO
folder.

m Atari ST User June 1994

and time and even tells you what

your a.-lm are up to

A neat utility which provides an
information panel at the top of the
screen displaying disk drive, time,
date and Capslock status

PROGRAMS that display the time and date at
the top right of the menu bar are pretty
common, you might be thinking. But LED Panel
also features a row of LED lights which show
exactly what your drives are doing.

For example, if you are copying a file from
one drive to another, the LEDs will light up to
show the activity. At the same time, LED Panel
will display the letter W or R, showing

LBl e sl cotfed b0 otk
n tastes, thanks to the included
e

Panel

By: Christoph Zwerschke
Configuration: All STs - All resalutions
Filenames: X LEDPNL.TOS -
Self-extracting archive
Disk space required to extract:
61070 bytes
Start program with: LEDPANEL.PRG
in AUTO folder

whether access to the drive is due to a reading
or writing operation. The status of the
Capslock key is up there too.

You can configure LED Panel to your tastes
with the CONFIG.PRG program which lets you
specify such things as which drives to keep
track of and how the information is displayed.

ST-NoiseTracker

Create great sampled soundtracks

By: Dr Satan

with this llent ST

CREATING your own musical score using
sampled sounds of real instruments is easy with
this excellent sequencer utility. In fact, things
are made even easier for you if you read our
three-page feature on tracker programs for the
ST starting on page 26.

The NoiseTracker files have been split into
two archive files because of the space they take
up. X_NOISEI.TOS contains the main program

RDE RAMdisk problem

gy : All STs - Low resolution
Filenames: X NOISE1.TOS,
X NOISE2.TOS - Self-extracting archives
Disk space required to extract: 202752
(X_NOISE1.TOS), 366592
(X_NOISE2.TOS) bytes
Start program with: NOISE_15.PRG

and some sampled files and X_NOISE2.TOS
has a couple of example MOD files for you to
load and play.

Sincere apologies to all you frustrated readers trying to get the RDE RAMdisk utility (April
Issue CoverDisk) to run. The initial excuses behind the problem, which results in a
TOS error 35 when trying to run the RDEPRG program, are quite complex,
involving sunspots, UFOs and alien abductions. However, after lengthy and painful
torture, we finally got the truth from the person responsible, and it's quite sad and not half as
exciting.

It seems the RDE utility was test extracted to a hard disk, at which point the tester was
called away from the machine to deal with an enquiry. On his return, the usual ‘Press any key'
prompt was there, 50 a successful extraction seemed to have occured.

After presssing a key and preparing to test run the program, the tester was again called away
to answer another enquiry. This time when the tester got back he found that someone had
used the machine and had changed the directory in search of another file.

The tester therefore had to locate the freshly extracted files to finish the test run. After a
global search, courtesy of the TOS 2.06 search facility over four partitions, the tester found an
RDE directory and ran the program successfully.

Unfortunately, there were two RDE directories on the hard drive, each in a different parti-
tion and it seems the global search found the original unarchived version first instead of the
second (and faulty) RDE directory created during the test extraction.

As you can see, a sad and sorry story indeed. The tester has since been approached by
Steven Spielberg regarding the aforementioned excuses given first and is entirely basing his next
UFO film — Majestic — on them.



Check out just how many tracks
your disk drive can format to,
with this useful program

IF YOU format a double-sided disk using the
ST's built-in formatting routine, you will get a
disk with approximately 720k of free space on
it. The ST formats each disk to 80 tracks,
usually numbered 0 to 79 with each track
containing nine sectors.

Some time ago a knowledgeable program-
mer sussed out that you can actually tell the
hardware how many tracks and sectors it
should format a disk to. This resulted in the
plethora of ‘custom formatters' now available
in the public domain, which allow you to
format disks using 10 or || sectors per track
and up to 83 tracks.

However, using too high a number of tracks
and sectors can result in unreliable disks. Ten
sectors per track is the commonly used value
but the number of tracks to which you can

Replace the boring and featureless
Show Document facility from the
ST's Desktop with this much
more useful utility

WHENEVER you click on a file which is not
executable, you get the familiar option to Show
or Print the selected file, most commonly used
for quickly viewing text files which may be on a
disk.

The problem with this built-in facility is that
it is totally lacking in basic controls. For
instance, you are restricted to scrolling
forwards through the document a line or page
at a time without the ability to scroll back
should you have missed something. Putting DC

By: Michael B Vederman
Configuration: All STs - Al resolutions
Filenames: X DCMAX.TO!
Self.extracting archive
Disk space required to extract:
15360 bytes
Start program with: DEMAXTRK.PRG

format to is dependent on what model of drive
you have.

This led to some problems with certain
games during the early years of the ST. To
prevent piracy, many software houses put soft-
ware protection on the disk which standard
disk copiers could not duplicate. Usually, this
“software security” was stored on the higher
tracks, such as track 82. Unfortunately, some
drives were not capable of reading these higher
tracks and therefore caused loading errors.

So how do you find out how many tracks
your drive can read? After running the
program, click on the Test It! button and it will

By: Michael B Vederman
Configuration: All STs with TOS 1.8 or
lower - All resolutions
Filenames: X DCSHOW.TOS -
Self-extracting archive
Disk space required to extract:
20480 bytes
Start program with: DESHOWIT.PRG in
AUTO folder

Show It in your AUTO folder will totally
replace the ST's built-in routine and offer many
more features for viewing text files.

These include the ability to scroll through
the document a page or line at a time in both
directions using the arrow keys, a search facil-
ity and even a print-page facility.

language,

'Instal

Dlttlll‘!s.

DC DESKTOP is an incredible enhancement for the GEM DESKTOP that supplements
and replaces certain GEM DESKTOP routines in super fast super small assembly

C SHOWIT is a _complete. replacenent for the GEN desktop 'SHOW' routine
which 1s used to "type' files to the screen.

The um?ue feature about DC SHOWIT is that you never need to perforn an
fApplication' for DC SHOWIT to be

gets loaded once from the AUTO folder, and uhen you click on 'SHOL
talled instead of the systems SHOW routine.

‘DC SHOMIT mus regular ASCII files and NEO and _uncompressed. DEGAS
inpl ? ouble click on the file/picture you wish to view and then
click on 'SHON' from the system dialog box.

called, In other \mr‘ds‘I . SH(MT

When viewing a picture, press either mouse button or any key to exit.

Press the HELP key when viewing a TEXT file for all available commands.
T0 INSTALL DC SHOWIT, SIMPLY COPY IT TO YOUR AUTO FOLDER. [

Replace the ST’s featureless show document facility with this much more
versatile utility which makes viewing files from the desktop much easier

TEVPNEL

begin to continually write and verify high
tracks. After the process has finished, it will
display a maximum track figure to which you
can format your disks.

Remember, the number displayed is the
actual number of tracks, not the track number,
which you should enter in your disk formatting

utility.

Ip Tine H IIE arrov
i BACKsPace)
;) i RIGHT nouse button
o Line & Do aow
e utton
b pase GHER ¢ w arrou
GUED + don aerou
Joun 1/2 page
b 112 pge @ o
op of file i (D key
otton of file | (8 key
rint page H &y
Fancel Print ¢ CUNDO)
DD key
P key
it 1 ey
@b idth -1 1 LEFT ammov
41 RIGHT arrow
Duit View ¢ CONDD)
P key
i BOTH ouse buttons

Show It even has a help facility to remind
You of the function of the various keys

CoverDisk Hotline

Hotline number: 0625 859766,
2pm to 5pm every Wednesday.

If you have any other problems with the
CoverDisk, our technical editor, Darren
Evans, will be available on the Atari ST User
CoverDisk Hofline. Help is only available
within the fimes specified, and no advice will
be available outside these hours.

If a fault turns up

With thousands of disks being duplicated

each month, a few will inevitably be faulty.

Fortunately, we can help you. Send the faulty

disk to:

PC Wise, Dowilais Top Business Park, Merthyr
Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan CF48 2YY.

A replacement will be sent free of charge but
please allow 28 days for delivery.
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available that can ti

he desire to make a computer go
faster is common to both the
largest computer corporations
and the humblest of home
computer users.

The big computer manufacturers
spend millions on research and develop-
ment in order to improve their technol-
ogy and to make it outperform their
competitors’ hardware, while the home
user will probably base a buying decision
on the performance difference between
the products on,offer.

However, for those of us already with
an ST, there are affordable ways of
getting an extra burst of performance out
of it. You don't even have to splash out
on expensive hardware to get
respectable results, as there are software
packages which can help.

Such speed enhancing products are
generally termed accelerators, be they
Software or hardware, and they can make
a significant difference to your computing
life, whether it’s at work or play.

Hardware accelerators are the more
expensive but they do provide an
increase in overall operating speed from
drawing graphics to performing calcula-
tions and even accessing memory
Software accelerators usually work to
speed up the graphics of the operating
system by replacing the internal graphics
routines of the operating system with
custom written routines that work faster.

It's common knowledge among many
ST owners that the ST's operating system
has been written in a language called C.
The C language is one of the most widely
used languages in the world because it is

m Atari ST User June 1994

Darren Evans looks at
some of the software and hardware
your ST into a real speed demon

extremely portable between different
computers, making for fast development
times, and therefore resulting in lower
development costs.

It was instrumental in making the ST
so affordable, considering the hardware it
contained (a then expensive Motorola
68000).

sSLow

C does produce relatively slow

programs compared to specially written Drillingaholein  what provides you with a friendly inter-
assembler routines, but writing a eST :m: is  face to the complex inner workings that
complete operating system in assembler geda o'\ Make up your computer. As soon as you
is time consuming and expensive. ThidaRowsyou. S lechion your'ST; iyou ars faced with

Thus the trade-off is between the o change the ST's desktop, which is a specially

written program that allows you to easily
execute and manipulate program and
data files via a graphical user interface
(GUI).

The graphical nature of this interface
should have driven the programmers to
put some extra effort into making
their program routines operate at peak
performance.

Unfortunately, this is not
the case. Even the Falcon, with
its superior graphics abilities

quick, low cost development times
against and the faster, optimised perfor-
mance of an operating system written in
assembler.

The operating system part of the ST is

between normal
8MHz, T28 with
cache and
‘without modes.

The extra math processing power provided by the T28 is shown in
generating a fractal pattern. From left to right, we have the times
taken to generate the fractal on a 8MHz ST, T28 without cache and
T28 with cache



The benchmarks

The test results shown here were measured using
Gembench v3.40, written by Ofir Gal. The utility is
available as shareware and anyone wishing to regis-
ter for the latest versions should contact Ofir at 3
Downs Road, Beckenham, Kent, BR3 2JY.
Alternatively, he may be contacted via email at
ogal@cix.compulink.co.uk

The T28 fits
neatly under the
keyboard position
(conveniently
removed here).
Your ST’s moth-

Software

Satis — (lefe) and

oo i erboard may look ] ﬂ s i
— B different o by
— R
uses an operating system which is very processes as mathematical calculations, or A G e

difference to

much like that of the ST, barring some
additional features, and it doesn't really
take full advantage of the 68030 which is
vastly superior to the 68000.

The Falcon's extra graphics modes
include the ability to use a desktop with
between 2 and 32,000 plus colours, so it is
surprising that no attempt to re-write the
graphics routines has been made.

Those using a Falcon will no doubt have

how fast the processor can access the
ST’s memory.

So, those of you who may be speculat-
ing that NVDI or Warp 9 will speed up
the rendering times of your favourite
raytracing package will be disappointed.

But if your package uses a GEM inter-
face, it will obviously benefit from faster
screen updates when using the menus and
windows and other VDI grahic processes.
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experienced a slowing down of the desk-
top as you use higher colours for the
screen modes. This may not be such a vast

In terms of performance between
NVDI and Warp 9, the results speak for

s —

e
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problem when using the desktop, but
when it comes to using such packages as
DTP programs, where a quick and respon-
sive working environment is essential for
fast productivity, it becomes much more
of a problem.

Fortunately, there are some pretty
clever and talented programmers and
hardware bods out there who are aware
of this and have written and developed
software and hardware to improve things.

SOTTWARE

So, let’s turn to what you can do to
improve your computing life and, more
importantly, how much it costs. First, we
will look at the lower priced method of
boosting your ST's performance, achieved
through software means.

There are two main contenders in this
area, NVDI, sold by System Solutions and
Warp 9, developed by CodeHead
Technologies in the USA and distributed
this side of the big pond by The ST Club.

Both utilities work on the same princi-
ple in that they replace the ST's graphics
routines, known collectively as the Virtual
Device Interface, or VDI routines, with
their own code, written specifically to
execute faster.

This makes for a surprising increase in
speed and shows how slow the VDI
routines are. Just check out the test
results for NVDI and Warp 9 and judge
for yourself. An important distinction
between hardware and software accelera-
tors must be understood when deciding
which to splash out on. Software accelera-
tors will only speed up the execution of
operating system routines and will have no
effect on the actual speed at which the
computer's hardware operates.

The hardware speed of a standard ST is
8MHz. This figure essentially determines
how fast the processor executes each
instruction. A software accelerator, which
is only affecting the speed of the graphics
routines, will have no effect on such

themselves. Warp 9 does offer extra utili-
ties over NVDI, it s cheaper and it does
provide a good increase in speed, but in
the end, you are no doubt buying an
accelerator for maximum performance,
and NVDI clearly has the edge here.

On a more cosmetic note, NVDI
comes with an installation utility which
handles copying of the required files to
appropriate directories such as the
AUTO folder and even takes care of the
ASSIGN.SYS file and the fonts, an area
which many inexperienced users will have
problems with

Warp 9, on the other hand, requires
that you copy its files — and create the
required folders if they are absent —
manually. Not very important in terms of
performance, but nevertheless, NVDI is
much easier to install.

Before we move on to the more
expensive hardware accelerators, there s
one more vitally important aspect with
regards to software accelerators which
may affect your buying decision.

It is tempting to think of hardware
accelerators and their software counter-
parts purely as alternative options to
speeding up your computer. In other
words, you can buy one or the other. But
this is far from the truth. You can
combine both hardware and software
accelerators to achieve an even greater

That big square chip at top right of the T28
is the

o5k
Skl

Installing the .U ———

T28 hardware
accelerator
provides an

overall speed
nprov
Note the

processes. The

results here
show perfor-

‘mance with

cacheing (top)
and without

(right)
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performance increase than you would get
with them as separately installed entities
As can be seen from the test results, the
added performance is quite astonishing.

The hardware accelerator alternative,
although more expensive than the soft-
ware, does provide a more powerful and
widespread increase in performance.

As mentioned earlier, the software
versions only operate on the GEM graph-
ics routines and do not actually increase
the speed at which the computer
operates.

But the T28, from System Solutions,
once installed, will increase the relatively
sedate speed of a standard 8MHz ST to a
much more respectable 28MHz. At the
moment, the T28 is only available for the
ST, STFM and Mega ST. However, there
may be STE versions in the pipeline soon.

INTEREST

This hefty 28MHz jump results in all
areas of processing in your ST operating at
much higher speeds than normal, which is
of special interest to those of you who
use processor intensive graphics packages
such as raytracing and computer aided
design (CAD) programs.

The heavy use of maths routines slows
things down quite dramatically. But with
the T28 installed, the maths processing is
operating at a much higher rate and there-
fore results in the expected increase in
calculating power.

As with the combination of software

e

©0000000000000000000:

Opening up the ST reveals the 68000's socket into which the T28 plugs. If your 6800

the cheap

Useful increases in performance can also be
gained through various utilities available both as
shareware and PD from all good libraries. For
example, there are many cache programs for both
floppy and hard disks which will speed up data
access between your computer and disk drive.

We have even put a neat utility called Verify on
this month’s CoverDisk. This litle blighter gives
you the option of turning off the write verify

procedure.

Write verify consists of reading all data after it
is written in order to ensure it has been safely
recorded. Although this is a wise precaution, with
the quality of today's drives and floppy disks, it is
quite unlikely that data will be corruj

Turning write verify off will double the speed of
any writes to your disk drive. Not something to
sneeze at. Of course, the risk, however small, is

accelerators mentioned earlier, the same
is true of computers which can take a
floating point co-processor, such as the
Mega ST range. Adding this little beauty
will again speed things up considerably,
providing the programs you are using are
written to take advantage of it.

The actual T28 board is extremely
compact, measuring a neat 95mm x
79mm, which is essential as the space
within a ST or STFM is rather sparse to
say the least.

The board features an enhanced 68000
which is rated at a faster speed than the
68000 already in your ST. There is also an
on board 64k cache which further

& (

mounted, it's advisable to let System Solutions fit the T28 for you

Where to get ‘em

Product Supplier Price
28 System Solutions (0753 818816) £199.95
NVDIv2.5 System Solutions (0753 818816) £49.95
Warp 9 The ST Club (0602 455250) £2495
Multprine The ST Club (0602 455250) £9.95
Outburst Douglas C (061-456 9587) £1995
MuliTOS HiSofc (0525 718181) £29.95
Geneva Compo Software (04873 582) £59
Magx System Solutions (0753 818816) £69.95
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still there, so you will have to decide for yourself
whether to use it or not.

There are also various alternative desktops
available, such as Terra Desktop, Kaosdesk
and Gemini. These programs can increase
performance as they can have useful features
and much faster routines over those of the ST's
desktop.

Even loading programs can be made faster by
using some program packers, which squash
programs to smaller sizes and thereby loading
quicker, and also by simply setting the Fastload bit,
a feature available in later TOS versions.

Formatting utilities will allow you to format a
disk using an “interleave” method, which essen-
tially means that your ST can find a sector more
quickly than it could have done if you used the
ST’ built-in formatting facilicy.

improves the processor’s performance.

The board is fitted by simply plugging it
into the 68000 socket once the current
chip has been removed. But the ST range of
computers does suffer from having numer-
ous versions of the motherboard.

This means that the location of the
68000 may vary and is probably surface
mounted. Attempting to remove a surface
mounted component s not for the weak of
heart (I say this from personal experience),
and | strongly suggest you take advantage of
the fitting service that System Solutions
provide, which also includes full testing
after fitting.

SWITCHING

The T28 also includes an external switch
which is fitted externally to the ST's case
(meaning you will need to drill a hole). This
three-way switch allows you to change the
mode of the T28 between normal (stan-
dard 8MHz) and the two accelerated
modes, one with cacheing and one without.

In testing the T28 with such applications
as Calamus SL and even with archiving
programs (used extensively for our
CoverDisks), the extra power of the T28
increased productivity tremendously.

It even outperformed my trusty 16MHz
Mega STE and | am not looking forward to
having to go back to the slower speed | can
tell you

Printing is another area which can benefic
from acceleration software currently avail-
able. Two commercial programs which are
useful in this area are Outburst and
Multiprint. Outburst, from Douglas
Communications, is the latest of the two
and offers buffering and an improved
print routine to replace the ST's built-in
version

This results in much faster printing and
is essential for those of you who use DTP
programs, as specific Calamus and
PageStream drivers are included

In a test with PageStream and a HP 500
colour printer, a document took in excess
of seven minutes to print. When used with
Outburst, the same document took just
over three minutes.

Buffering utilities such as Multiprint work
by sending data to a buffer where the much
slower printer can access the data. This
means that your ST is not kept idle while
the printer tries to process the data, which
is coming at a faster rate.



Analogic Computers (U.K.) Ltd

Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Mon-Fri. 9am to 6.30pm Sat 9am to 5pm

EIm Crescent, TEL: 081-546-9575
Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey KT26HH  FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671 A N A

OFFICIAL ATARI REPAIR CENTRE

e COMPUTERS ¢ MONITORS ¢ :
REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC FEES i

B

520/1040 ST/STM/STF/STFM/STE .. 4 %«E;Em
Monochrome, Colour Monitors exciudging CRT, LO.P.T. . sanics

We pick up computers for repairs and memory upgrades for Next Day delivery
to us by Courier Service for only £6.00 + VAT

MEMORY UPGRADES

MARPET DEVELOPMENTS OFFICIAL XTRA-RAM DELUXE INSTALLERS feic=1)
520 STF/STFM to 1 Meg. *£59.95 520 STE to 1 Meg.
520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 2. £89. 520 STE to 2 Meg. [ 1]
520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 4 Meg X 520 STE to 4 Meg..
1)

E247% PROTAR PROFILE SERIES I HARD DRIVES

Compatible with all ST/STF/STFM/STE/Mega ST/Mega STE/Falcon
Profile 50DC. i Profile 170DC
Profile 120DC.. 5 A Profile 240DC ..
Range of Profile Series Il and SCSI

SCSI BARE QUANTUM HARD DRIVES

ACHE

170Mb

We shall try to beat any genuine .
advertised Falconypﬁ-ices -O'P;

STE TOS-SWITCHER

with Hardware Switch

The only Solderless DIY Kit available

STE TOS SWITCHER. & 3 9.95
STE TOS SWI R + 2.06 ROMS...£69.

% STFM TOS-SWITCHER

with Hardware Switch

Solderless DIY Kit
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69.95
including 2.06 ROMS

MONITORS ACCESSORIES and EMULATORS

= STE/STFM Scart Lead £14.95 10 Blank Sony Discs £995

STEISTFM LeadloPhigs CVBSSS14.95 10 Blank Unbranded Disks.
£ 9_95 Phips CMBB33 Dust Cover.. 8695 oy e Clck.......
L PC Speed.

JoystickMouse PortextLead. £5.95
%5

f

| High Resolution Monochrome Monitor
o ! Mouse Mat

POWER SUPPLIES

i i 1 Meg 35" Internal Drive...
STFWISTE Power Supplies (Servioe Exchange)...£29.95 1 1ieg 5, e D,
NEW STFM/STE Power supplies ... 4995 fiigh Density 3.5" Intornal

PRINTERS HP310/510/ 550 Colour — POA

@ All prices include VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY subject to availability.
@ Fixed charge for repair does not include Disk Drive Replacement & Keyboard
@ All prices subject to change without notice
@ We reserve the right to refuse any ST Repair
@ Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance
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Subscribe to the top value

Subscribing to Atari ST User means
you reap all the benefits of the

exclusive treatment you’ll receive as

a subscriber, and you get to choose
one of these great free gifts as well

So, you're wondering,  bering when the next issue is on sale. You can watch your
what exactly is this favourite soap or have alie in, because you won't be scram-
exclusive treatment? bling down to the newsagents. You'll be snug and warm,
Itsawholerangeof  content n the knowledge that you are part of the select,
things that ensure because your copy of Atari ST User is reserved for you
you get your copy of personally. Before the masses have even thought about
Atari ST User with-  their monthly expedition to the shops you'll have had your

out any fuss or copy for a few days, delivered direct to your door, postage
effort. Asa free.
 subscriber there Not only do you already know
are no worries about remem-  the latest news and gossip, but

ATARI ST USER SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM
Choose either a 12 issue or o NI CEI e

quarterly subscription, which will Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction
start form the earliest possible issue AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS

Name of bankbuiing scey. ourinsttos o the bkl

@ | would like the following 12 issue subscription:

[]9453 UK Subscription £39.95 Jcaes
[]9455  EEC Subscription £54.95
[]19457  RestOf World Subscription ~~ £74.95
O Canada/USA $98
@1 wish to pay by:
Cheque/Eurocheque/Postal Order payable to Ed¥opress Enterprise Ltd
] Credit Card ExpiyDate [

Card No. 1 ] 5 Signature(s).

Date

@ Tick which option you want: FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
9447 [ Zool

9363 [ Two free issues and a magazine binder

9376 [ Alpha Data Mega Mouse and Logic 3 mouse mat
9377 (] Mortimer @ Deliver my magazine to:

Origi

R

Name MrMrsMissMs)
* Canada & USA subs

Ontario, T4 1P1, Canada. Te:

Send this form to: Europress Direct, FREEP S T, | —
Ellesmere Port L65 3EA. (No stamp needed if posted in UK.) Postonde - DA PRe e e

Addres$—— — ————— ——————
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guide to your Atari ST!
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you can pici

oul a subscription and
& |
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Choose one of these free gifts

® Two extra issues £fﬂVe

plus an elegant
Atari ST User binder

3.93

Subscribe to Atari ST User and we'll send you o high quality, exclu-
sive Atari ST User magazine binder. These specially produced binders
will keep your magazines in mint condition, providing an excellent
reference point, as well as keeping them stored away neatly. As well as
this useful binder you also get two extra magazines. Your 12 issue
order is extended up fo 14 issues.

S
® Alpha Data Mega Mouse | ¢ Gve
and Logic 3 Mouse Mat 8.99

The well known Alpha Data Mega Mouse
has ultra high 260dpi resolution with
opto-mechanical encoder. The reliable |
micro-switch buttons provide effortless |
finger-fip operation. You can have all this |
and a high quality Logic 3 mouse mat

absolutely free when you subscribe.
= UB LINE
@ ol O
. 0 &

S
MORTIMER '€14.95

Mortimer is a multi-functional accessory for
all Atari STs. It is a sophisticated program
that has all these functions in one:

® text editor

® printer spooler

® keyboard macros
@ virus guard

® flexible RAM disk
® snapshot

® disk functions
® pocket calculator

ZOooL Save
The Gamer Gold £25°99
award-winning >’ -

Ninja of the Nth
dimension can be
yours absolutely
free. N /d
“Zool is probably the best plat- é’\ \{ \5

form title you're ever likely to see
on the ST. Neat graphics coupled
with a brilliant gameplay make the
antics of Zool a winner from start
to finish.”

Gamer, Atari ST User November 1

»

y
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You don’t necessarily have to pay the earth for a decent
piece of software; very often PD or shareware offerings
cah more than suffice. Dave/Cusick investigates

here is a tendency among €omputer users to assume that because a certain
piece of software is morgé expensive than another, it is the better of the two.
Often this is indeed thé‘case; nobody wouldclaim, for example; that £5 would
get you a word processor tivalling Protext for sheer powerand speed.

\But: that’s not to say that there aren’t PD and shareware programs capable of
fulfilling all the needs’of the ayérage user in any given are:

Being realistic, there really is no point in shelling out a eouple of hundred pounds
for Protext if you only intend using it to write the occasional letter to the bank
manager. Plefity of PD programs can provide the stylish and sophisticated look of a
word processed letter without the enormous financial outlay.

Indeed, the chances are that whatever type of application you need, the public
domain can offer something that fits the bill perfectly.

Graphics and video work, Midi music
programs are all available either for the price of a disk ot I Hia o ais nl shareware,
a small donation to the author.

Art and Graphics
Crack Art

Supplier: shareware (PD version free.
For full registered version, sen
DM20 to Jan Borchers, Vititorwall 10,
3379 Coslar, Germany)

For some time there was a situation
where, to get a really powerful ST art
package, you'd have to pay £50 or more
for either Deluxe Paint or CyberPaint
That all changed with the release of a
German shareware program that rivals
both of these for sheer power, and in
some areas even surpasses them
The basic operation of the program is

A INOUT__ FORHAT

Spreadsheets
GEMCalc

Supplier: public domain

Spreadsheets can be handy for all sorts of
calculations. GEMcalc offers up to 26
columns and 999 rows for entering your
data. The name is perhaps a little mislead-
ing since the GEM actually stands for
Gregor Englmayer, the author’s name, and
the program only has a partial ST GEM
interface.

Nevertheless, it is quite straightforward
to use and operates in both medium and
high resolutions. The cursor can be moved
around the spreadsheet with the arrow
keys or the mouse, and the sliders at the
edge of the window can also be used for
scrolling around the spreadsheet.

As you would expect, text, numbers and
expressions can be entered in the cells, and
a wide range of mathematical functions are
available. For those unfamiliar with spread-
sheets, these functions allow you, for
instance, to have one column containing
the total of the numbers in two or more
others. Adjust any one of the columns and
all the others will adjust themselves




simple, with the right mouse button
flicking between the workscreen and
the menu screen. The menu features
scores of options, and appears slightly
bewildering at first.

However, the icons are all labelled
and well designed, and the benefit of
cramming them all on one screen is
that there are no submenus to wander
through to get at various features.

But perhaps the most stunning
feature of Crack Art is the superb
array of block manipulation options.
These range from perspective changes
to curling blocks of graphics around,
and even wrapping graphics around
cylinders (ideal for drawing things like
drinks cans).

For these features alone, Crack Art

The comprehensive menu screen from Crack Art

is worth the registration fee. Although
Crack Art is not GEM-based, you can
still access desk accessories at any
time from the main menu screen. You
can also format disks and even
perform virus tests from within the
program.

Far more powerful than the compe-
tition, Crack Art s an essential buy for
any budding computer artist. Just one
word of warning though; unless your
German is considerably better than
mine, I'd advise you to get hold
of a copy with the translated
English version of the documentation
included.

Those who don’t may have fun
trying to work out how to use some
of the more powerful functions.

Presentations
Hype!

Suppl demo is PD. Full version

with no ions costs £19.95 from
Cottage,

Ramoyle, FK15 0BA

ALTAALTALRRL

The colour scheme may be grotesque, but
GEMealc is considerably more powerful
than some commercial offerings

accordingly, making number crunching
extremely easy.

GEMcalc supports graphics; you can
produce pie charts, linear plots, strips,
stacks, and so on. You can also give your
spreadsheet a password for protection.

Originally written in German, the latest
versions of this versatile program still
require knowledge of the language.
However, v1.92 was thoughtfully translated
into English by somebody called Britt
Johnston in Switzerland.

If you've got a printer and can get a copy
of the translated documention on paper
you'll find that making the most of this
extremely useful program is even easier.

Spreadsheets
make number
crunching a
simple task

Increasingly in the last few years we have seen a move
towards interactivity in the field of computer presen-
tations, such as informative computer-based

multimedia guides.

Introducing Hype!, a versatile and

You could be forgiven for thinking that to produce potential very useful program
something like this, a great deal of programming skill
and an expensive PC with multimedia authoring software would be needed. In fact, that's not the
case at all - all that's needed is your ST and a copy of Hype!.

For the uninitiated, the idea of hypertext systems such as Hype! is that you can access different
screens of information not in the standard linear page-by-page approach, but in whatever order you
choose by clicking on different keywords of the screen. Sampled sounds and music can even be

linked in as well.

This system can be put to a variety of applications. For example, imagine an interactive tour of a
farm. Clicking on a picture of a cow could bring up a page of information and play an appropriate
sound effect. The educational possibilities of this sort of program are practically endless. A full tutor-
ial in the form of a p.—esenmion is provided and gives a few ideas for the kind of applications that

Hype! can be put t

Screens for Hype' are designed in a paint package and then Imported into the construction

program from where the entire presen-

L e

version only allows the inclusion of up
to six screens in any one script, but
registered users get the full unrestricted
version.

Hype! is quite easy to use, being
GEM-based, although if you become
annoyed with the menu and scroll-bars
you can use it in full-screen mode with-
out them. With a little thought and
effort, some impressive and educational
presentations can be produced.

Pictures and text can be combined with

ease to create attractive presentations.

Atari ST User June 1994 m




Word processing
First Word

Supplier: public domain

The grandfather of ST word processors,
First Word was long bundled with all new
ST computers and has been available in the
public domain for what seems like an
eternity.

There have been scores of programs
which have sought to emulate its simplicity
and user-friendliness, but that First Word
has remained the firm favourite of thou-
sands of users is surely confirmation that it
deserves to go down in the annals of ST

history.

Perhaps the beauty of the program is
that it combines a wysiwyg (What You See
Is What You Get) display with a fairly
speedy screen update and a stunningly
easy-to-operate GEM-based interface. A
row of boxes across the bottom of the
screen activate various text styles such as
bold or italic when clicked on, although
experienced users will prefer using the
function keys to save time.

Menus allow access to a justification
option and an on-line help facility, with
block editing options and a find and replace
feature also available.

This intutive interface makes First Word

simple for even a novice to master, meaning
that anybody from schoolchildren to those
just unfamiliar with computers can produce
smart-looking documents in the minimum
of time.

If you're looking for something packing a
lictle bit more power you want to retain the
simplicity and feel of First Word, its
commercially available big brother First
Word Plus can still be found, although it'l
cost you about £40.

First Word+ has two main improve-
ments; a spelling checker and a mail merge
facility. The former is possibly the single
most useful feature a word processor can
have, while the latter is a godsend for either
those with businesses or younger users
with parents who make them write hordes
of thank you-letters every Christmas.

It enables you to write a template letter
and then print as many copies s you like,
each subtly changed to include the correct
name, address, and other details pertaining
to the person the letter is for.

While it certainly isn't the most sophisti-
cated program around, FW is nevertheless
ideal for newcomers to the ST scene and 2
those with only occasional word processing "
needs.

Basic text
styles such
as italic and
bold

documents

ancmenn it ere
AT

it
au miRd wera

Simple but extremely effective,
First Word is an age-old favourite

Music
Accompanist

Supplier: shareware; PD version free.
For registered latest version send £10

to Henry Cosh, 31 Dukes Wood,
Crowthorne RG11 6NF)

ERET 1

S 1 w0 v

Professional recording studios everywhere
have used STs for years now, since they're
widely acknowledged as being ideal for the

of the rich - of

A selection of classics is provided
on the Accompanist disk
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task with their built-in Midi sockets and
impressive range of powerful sequencing
packages.

But you don’t have to splash out several
hundred pounds on Notator or Cubase to be
able to have a bash at this sort of thing in
your own home.

Accompanist is a |6-track Midi sequencer,
ideal for those who have a Midi keyboard
already and fancy dabbling in the ST music
scene.

Sixteen tracks are more than enough when

ST Writer may not be anything special
to look at, but it is quite speedy in use

ST Writer Elite

Supplier: public domain

For those looking more for speed and
functionality than ease of use, ST Writer
Elite is ideal. You don’t get a wysiwyg
display, but in return for this trade off, the
whole program runs significantly faster
than First Word,

As a result, it is far more suited to
coping with long documents. You can still
preview the page layout before printing to
check it is to your satisfaction.

Like First Word, output is through your
standard printer fonts, with bold, light and
italic styles available. Here though, you can
also print out in two columns if you desire.

The emphasis is on functionality; you
won't find ST Writer Elite attractive to
look at and there’s little chance that
younger users in particular will be eager to
get to grips with the system of using
control code characters to set printing
options from within the text.

That said, however, once you have
become familiar with its slightly idiosyn-
cratic interface you'll probably find it more
versatile than First Word.

Essentially then, which of the two
programs you opt for really depends on
what role to intend to employ your ST in
and exactly who will be using the machine
most.

you consider that most popular keyboards
available for under £300 only tend to have 28
or 32-note polyphony anyway, which means
that up to 32 different notes can sound at
once. 2

Once you've got your keyboard,
Accompanist and a couple of Midi leads from
your local music shop, you're in business.
While it's not exactly brimming over with
ultra-powerful features, Accompanist is never-
theless more than adequate for the casual
user, and a bargain at the price.

It's got a Quantise function (this helps get
rid of little errors of timing that are only
human), and you can punch in to your
recorded work to change lttle bits you don’t
like. You can also transpose tracks and
control the relative volume of different tracks
independently.

The program uses the familiar GEM inter-
face, which means it is a little slow as regards
screen updates but it is very easy to use. It is
supplied with clear documentation and a
selection of music saved as standard Midi files.

Since Accompanist saves and loads in this
file format you can obtain music on disk from
practically any source and use it with no prob-
lems on your



Accounts
Double Sentry Accounts

Supplier: shareware (PD demo free. Full version costs £28.75, from
Graham R Hutcheon, 45 Connaught Street, London W2 2BB)

When setting up a business spare :zsh
can be a rather rare and st
one might not think of getting a
computer accounts program. It could be
seen as too expensive for a fledgling
company.

The reality is, of course, that it needn’t
be. A fully usable demo version of this
program costs only a couple of pounds,
and the full registered version, featuring
the odd improvement such as the inclu-
sion of VAT and the option to use desk
accessories from within the program,
costs under £30.

To get the most out of Double Sentry,
a printer is an absolute necessity. You'll also need an ST with at least IMb unless you
want the number of entries limited to 600. Not using RAM disks and desk accessories
saves valuable memory.

It may take a while to get up and running, and in the early days you could often find
yourself poring over the documentation (supplied on disk).

However, once you become familiar with the system you will find that keeping
track of your financial situation becomes a relatively simple and quick process.

Get your finances in order with Double Sentry
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Not much to look
at, but invaluable
to those with small
businesses

depending on the program you're using.
Noisetracker offers four-channel output,
either through your monitor or TV or
through a supported cartridge such as
the ST Replay box.

Noisetracker
Supplier: public domain

If you can't stretch to buying a Midi

keyboard, you don’t necessarily have to ~_ AS tracker programs go, | must
puc up with that horrible bieepy ST CONfess this isn't my favourice. That said,
sound chip, it's probably the best PD offering and

Tracker programs are an ideal way to IU'S Very easy to get hold of, It also has a
gt into. computer music. They se file format which s (usuallyl) compatible
sampled instrument sounds which can be  With the popular Amiga Prosr'amh
played out through three or four tracks, FroTracker so there's a weald

of tracker music to draw inspiration
from.

NT has the standard block edit func-
tions; tracks can be cut, copied and
pasted, as can entire patterns. If you've
got a sound sampler you can also
dispense with the standard editing soft-
ware because NT can grab and edit
samples.

For a full rundown of NT's features
and a detailed explanation of some of
the terms mentioned you should take a
look at our guide to tracker programs

2 2333212, 283202 ; elsewhere in this issue, which shows just
Tracker programs are great for writing all how simple it can be to produce quality
kinds of music, from dance to grunge music on your ST.

Databases

Fasthase

Supplier: shareware (free PD demo
version. Registered version with no
restrictions costs £20 from Andrew
Brown, 2 Ullswater Drive, Wetherby
1522 4YF)

Databases can be used for pretty
much anything, from keeping track
of people’s names and addresses to
cataloguing your collection of valu-
able vinyls.

There are scores of database
programs about these days, but the
best value for money must be
Fastbase because it boasts a slick
interface and, in the full version, a
practically unlimited number of
records in any given database with
up to 200 fields.

Fastbase can be run in all three
resolutions. The screen consists of a
toolbox and a colourful GEM menu
bar which even boasts keyboard
shortcuts. Windows open to display
information and graphics too if they
are included in the database.

Several different sets of records
can be in memory at a time - five in
the demo, 22 in the full registered
version — whether or not they have
windows currently open on screen.

You can sort the data by different
field names, search out specific
entries, print out information and
even perform mail merges if you so
desire. Formulae can be used in
fields, with some fairly complex
mathematical operations possible.

The disk menus feature various

eful functions such as Format

k, New Folder and Rename File
which make using Fastbase a plea
ant and convenient procedure.

There’s even a little help for inex-

erienced users, with explanations
of the functions of menu options
given in the top right-hand corner of
the screen. GDOS is supported, so
you can present your databases well
on-screen. In short, the whole
program has a very professional
look and feel to it.

Certainly there’s no other data-
base which offers this much power
for a comparable price. If you have
any need for a database whatsoever,
I'd recommend Fastbase.
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he ST is naturally associated with expensive Midi music systems,
but not everybody can afford to splash out £200 or £300 on a
suitable keyboard or sound module.

However, if you're in this sort of position you don't have to
endure the tinny warblings of that Yamaha sound chip. There is another
option, soundtracker programs, and the best thing about them is that
many are public domain and cost only a couple of pounds.

To demonstrate how easy it is to get going, we'll take a look at
Noisetracker, probably the best PD tracker program on the ST — and
contained on this month's CoverDisk.

Tracker programs have certain things in common. The first is the use of
patterns. A pattern is a section of the song, usually 16 bars or thereabouts
in length, which might be part of a verse or a chorus. Once you've written
a pattern you can use it as many times as you like in the finished song.

All trackers also use sampled sounds for the instruments in the song.
When you've written a song using certain instruments, you can save the

song and sample data together in the form of a module.

To have a listen to some modules, try loading up Noisetracker. By the
way, you should put it on a disk by itself and make sure you back it up
regularly — it is alarmingly easy to destroy the information on a disk from
within Noisetracker. You should also unplug your joystick before running
the program.

Once loaded, click on the Disk Op button followed by L Module. The
file selector window will list various files on the disk. Use the arrow
buttons at the right of the file selector (above and
below Exit) until WOTROCKMOD appears on screen, then click on it
and wait for it to load.

Once it has done so, you'll be returned to the main screen. Click on
Play and sit back and listen. Quite impressive, isn't it? Press Stop when
you become bored. Some more modules are included, so you might like
to try those too. When you've finished listening, it's time to try writing a
tune from scratch.

Creating your first module

1. Load in BLACKMOR.MOD and then
select Clear (top right corner). Select
Patts to clear all the patterns from
memory, but not the samples. This gives
us some nice sounds to work with since
we don’t have a disk full of sampled
sounds handy. Numerous samples disks
are available in the public domain

Now click on the black writing next to
Songname: and enter a name for your
module, pressing Return when you've
finished. Bear in mind that since NT is a
Belgian program, the Q and A keys are in
opposite positions to the English
keymap.

2. It's often easiest to start writing a tune
by laying down some sort of drum track.
Take a look at the number next to Sample
(far left side) which should say O1. This is
the currently selected sample — if you
look below this at the Sample: name (half-
way down) you can see which instrument
this is.

It should say ST-07:DB.GRKICK. If it
doesn't, change the currently selected
sample using the up and down arrows
next to the sample number until it does.
This is a bass drum, an ideal instrument to
start with.
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3. Now look at the bottom third of the
screen. The four windows represent the
four tracks that can be used. Use the
arrow keys to position the red square as
far left as it will go in track one. Now
press the spacebar. The mouse pointer
will turn blue, indicating that NT is in
record mode.

Certain notes on the keyboard now
behave like notes on a piano, allowing you
to play your tune in step by step. Press V
(equivalent to note F on a piano) and then
return three times, and do this 16 times in
total so that the hexadecimal number on
the far left goes from 00 to 4F and then
loops back to 00.

If you want, click on Pattern to hear
what you've done.

4. Select instrument 4, the DS.SNARE7.
Using the arrow keys to position your-
self in the appropriate positions on track
one, press T (on a piano, G an octave
above the previous F) in the following
positions: 04, 07, 0C, 14, 17, 1C, and so
on until the track loops.

Now that we've got a basic drum
track, we can add a bass line. Choose
sample 5, the KB.SLAPBASS. Position
the red block in the first column of
track 2

Enter something like the following
(dashes stand for blank positions which
you should skip by pressing Return or
the down arrow): V—-V-H-B-V-C-V-
three times, then Z—Z-Z-D-Z-D-C-.
Listen to the tune so far.

5. Try adding a melody on track 3,
maybe with the S.LEADGUIT-LEDI
sample. For those of you who are
unfamiliar with music, I'd suggest
basing it on these ST keys: Y, U, I, W,
ET.

Leave a few gaps; the best modules
are those where the instruments
are used sparingly but at well-timed
intervals.

When you're happy with what you've
got, go through the samples you haven't
used and click on Kill to remove them
before saving your work to disk — it
saves valuable disk space.



Tracker programs are
a great way to get into
computerised music
making. Dave Cusick
shows how simple it
can be to write your
first masterpiece

S| R

6. So far our tune consists of just one
endlessly looping pattern. Go up to the top
left corner and dlick on the up icon next to
Length 5o that it changes to 02. Now go to
the start of the pattern at 00 and press F5
to copy the whole pattern into the block
memory .

Then go back to the top left corner and
click on the up icons next to Position and
Pattern, in that order. Make sure the red
cursor is at position 00 in the pattern, then
press F7 to paste the pattern from memory.

We now have two patterns, numbers 00
and 01, which are currently identical. Go to
track 3 of pattern | and press FI0 to delete
the existing guitar track. Write 2 new tune
on this track.

When you are happy with it, click on Play
and NT will play through both patterns one
after the other. Then save your creation to
disk. Congratulations — you've just written
your first module in NT.

Special effects

Tracker programs all use a series of letters or numbers after the note name
down in the edit window. Load one of the pre-written modules and you'll
see that all the contents of the tracks all look something like, for
example, C-1 3C23
The code contains information for NT on whether it should apply effects like
volume slides, vibrato and portamento. The documention on these fun
7 tions is quite clear and needs no further explanation here
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So far we've only briefly touched on some
of the possibilities of NT ~ there are a
whole host of features hidden away under
the surface. Full details of exactly what
you can achieve are given in the docu-
mentation on the disk, but since it is
sometimes less than clear, some features
deserve a little more explanation. Let's
take a look at what a few of the on-screen
buttons do.

Pattern: Plays the pattern currently
being edited — when the end of the
pattern is reached it loops and plays again,
whereas Play simply plays the entire
module starting from the current position.

k Op: Allows loading, saving and
deleting of samples and modules and the
formatting of double or single-sided disks.
Be very careful here. If you have changed
disks to save a module, then go to L
Module and cancel it a few times so that
NT realises you want to change the direc-
tory. Not doing this can cause NT to
completely destroy all the data on a disk.

Help: Allows access to the on-line help
mode which lists the functions of various
keys.

Edit: Equivalent to pressing the spacebar;
puts NT into the note step-edit mode.
This edit mode is more useful than
Record, which is a real-time note entry
mode, where notes can easily end up all
over the place.

Sampler: This allows you to mess about
with the currently selected sample, fading
it in and out and taking it up or down an
octave.

Prefs: Lets you change things like the
current disk directories, the screen
colours, whether the output is through
the monitor or a connected sound
cartridge, and whether loaded samples

TCB Tracker

While NT is a perfectly good example of the
genre, for me the ultimate ST tracker program is
the ageing TCB Tracker. Long-time readers may
remember a version of it appeared on an STU
CoverDisk about three years ago. However,
since distributor MPH disappeared some time
back this program has all but vanished from

The TCB Tracker, worthy of a
place in the software hall of fame
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are in ST Replay or Amiga format.

Quant: The number of positions that the
red cursor moves down after a note has
been entered. When entering the bass
drum track in step 3 of our tutorial we
could have set this to 04 and just pressed
V 16 times without the Return in between
— it would have had the same effect. It is
especially useful for creating drum tracks.

Tempo: Controls the speed of the
module; the higher this hexadecimal
number s, the slower the module plays.

Trans: Transposes the tune. For some
reason though, it never seems to sound
quite right afterwards, so this is not an
option Id advise using too frequently.

1,2,3,4(lft of Play, Pattern..): When these
numbers are in black, the appropriate
track can be heard. Clicking on them turns
them white and the corresponding track is
muted.

Length, Restart: When the position
reaches the number matching the value
set for Length, the module will loop back
to the position 00 or to the position
specified by Restart.
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suppliers’ catalogues and is exceedingly difficult
to get hold of. It may have boasted a file format
which was incompatible with virtually every
other tracker program ever, but it was also the
only tracker | have seen which allowed you to
open a file selector at the same time as accessing

all the features on the main screen.

close the selector window.

exploiting the potential of the machine.

notes on the key

This enabled you to load one sample, change
the sample number, load another sample and so
on, all without having to continually open and

It was TCB which really got me interested in
the potential of trackers. It had full STE stereo
support at a time when few programs were

There was a selection of colour schemes, all
of which were far easier on the eyes than those
offered by NT, and a wibbly line which you

J

ooonocasl

For those who couldn't handle using the ST's
keys as a musical keyboard, you could connect
TCB to one of the real things and play your
music in through that (although it wasn't in real
time). By clicking on one icon you could turn
your ST into a primitive drum machine, with all
16 possible samples accessible through different

Volume: Sets the volume of the currendy
selected sample, from 00 to 40 in hexa
decimal.

Lenght: (sic). Presumably spelt incorrectly
to avoid confusion with Length. Lenght
sets the length of the currently selected
sample. The main use of this would be to
extend length before adding a fade out or
in with the Sampler menu.

Repeat, Replen: For some samples, disk
space and memory can be saved by loop-
ing a certain section of the sound indefi-
nitely. You might want to experiment with
this, but it can be hard to get such a
sample to sound realistic though.

Block functions

The function keys F3 to FI0 can copy
and paste either individual tracks or
entire patterns. When writing a long
module, it can be extremely convenient
to be able to paste a single drum track
or bass line into every pattern. The on-
line help mode lists the functions of indi-

‘The unique file selector, a stunningly
brilliant idea from The Care Bears

could toggle on and off and which was a better
accompaniment to a module than anything
available in its rival programs. The help mode
even had smoothly scrolling balls in the back-
ground for added style.

If you can get hold of a copy of TCB I'd

strongly recommend you do so. It is a quality

piece of software with countless well thought-
out features and when it was first released it
was ahead of its time with many of them.
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nyone who thinks that words are merely functional tools that
represent objects and abstract things doesn't know much about
them. Words are a form of magic passed down through genera-
tions from time immemorial. They can soothe, annoy, upset,

Put together by a genius, they can become classic books, poetry, plays
or take on the form of many other published and performed works too
numerous to mention.

Not all of us are destined to be great wordsmiths, but progress in a
world where written material — on paper and screen — is vital to so
many areas of our working and private lives is impossible without
reading and writing skills.

So teaching children to recognise letters and words from an early age
is important. Not all of the letter and word programs for the ST are for
younger children. There are some, for instance, to suit GCSE children,
and others suitable for adults as well as older children.

But most of them are for the young, and with good cause: learning the
alphabet and being able to recognise those first few simple words is
undoubtedly one of the major challenges for all small children

Of gourse, adults do not want to put them off by going over the top
on the importance of them meeting the challenge. Far better to help
inquisitive young minds along with some genuine fun and entertainment,
while still enabling them to learn the necessiti

The ST is an ideal learning medium with its excellent sound and graph-
ics capabilities, and with a genuinely large range of word skills softwa
available for the machine you can take your pick of the best for your
child,

Which programs will be most beneficial for your children? By and
large, those which are simplest to use and feature colourful graphics and
good sound are the ones to go for.

Also, bear in mind that the more repetitious a program is, and the
fewer choices available by way of levels, subject matter, word lists and so
on, the more likely it is that the child will quickly become bored.

Choosing which ones to include in this multiple review was not easy,
but the following is a good cross-section of what is available. For those
on a tight budget, I've again included some of the better offerings from
the world of PD/shareware.

« This is the last of a three-part series on educational software. In the May
issue, Richard Williams looked at programs dealing with shape recognition, and
invthe April issue, those which teach number skill. If you missed them, and
would like advice on either of these vital areas of learning, why not order a
back issue from page 777

In the last of his three rounds-ups of
educational software, Richard Williams
finds that the ST definitely has a

way with words

Mouse I-louse and Runabout
g Rauge.

48 gears

m—. Seon L1599

Part of the Which? Where? What? package in the Kid's Academy range,
this program demands you have some tasty cheese at the ready and
make sure the cat's out of the room, because it features a team of tiny
rodents determined to make reading fun.

Mouse House teaches reading using the Play and Read method and
Runabout improves spelling. The games were created with the National
Curriculum in mind

In Mouse House, the child moves a tiny mouse around an image of a
house which has three floors. First, a word or object is chosen from
the left side of a staircase. The child then takes the mouse on a tour of
the rooms on the right side of the staircase to find the corresponding
word.

There are four levels. In level one, there are only a few words to
choose from on the right side of the staircase, and each word has its
associated object next to it to make matters easier for smaller children.

In level two, the child chooses a word, then matches it with an
object only. In level three, the child must find the word representing an
object, and in level four, there are no objects at all on screen — only
words.

Children should be encouraged to say the words out loud whenever
they choose them. Sound is mostly nursery rhyme tunes, with the occa-
sional whistle and bleep as objects or words are selected.

| have only one major criticism: the words in Mouse House are diffi-
cult to read. Blue on black in lo-res just doesn't seem to work very
well, on my monitor at least. In Runabout, the child controls three mice
in turn, making them run up and down ladders to choose the letters of

three-letter words which are written on the pavement below. The
letters appear on the blinds in a total of 12 windows on three floors of
the house.

This game features just two levels — easy and hard. The graphics are
very colourful and there are one or two sound effects, such as when a
mouse rings a bell at the door of the house, as well as the nursery
rhyme tunes.

Children genuinely enjoy these
games, and learn from them very
quickly.

Graphics
Sound.

-8 Very good
-8 Fair
Very good
Very good

Entenammenl
Educational value

The little girl
mouse has
found the
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First Letters

Here's some excellent fun for children with a reading age of three to five. First Letters has been
designed to enhance learning of phonetically hard (that is hard-sounding) letters. The action is
based in Bobby the Clown’s house and garden.

Objects in each room move, one at a time, in a random order, and the child is asked to indi-
cate the first letter of the currently moving object.

This can be done in three ways: by pointing and clicking on a letter of the alphabet using the
mouse; by pressing a letter key on the keyboard; or by pressing the spacebar repeatedly until
the right letter appears, then pressing the Return key.

When five correct answers have been given in a room, the player can move on to another. A
bonus screen is displayed after five rooms have been completed.

It's a simple, colourful program, with a first-rate help facility, but use of sound tends towards
the minimal.

Looks like a Moggie 1000 in the
garage here, but that feat of
recognition hasn’t improved

my tally of five right and four
wrong in Rainbow’s First Letters

9 Excellent
Could do better
9 Excellent
Vey good

Entertainment.,
Educational value
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Not quite the birds and the bees, one half of
Alvin's Puzzles by Kids’ Academy

Breaktime and
Jumble Ilp

Age nange: 6-
Prisma '4 79.99

This is part of Alvin's Puzzles, in the Kids"
Academy range. There are more mousy
goings-on in Breaktime, where we join the
playful rodents in the kitchen. Letters
appear on the items of crockery on a large
dresser, and the idea is for the child to spot
the words among them — one in each of the
five rows of crockery.

Using the mouse which scampers to the
top of the dresser at the start of each game
as a pointer, the child identifies the letters
of each word. Words can be taken in any
order, but the letters of individual words
must be indicated in their correct order.

When all the words have been identified,
another, rather obliging, litdle mouse scam-
pers up the dresser and proceeds to smash
every item of crockery apart from those
which contained the letters of the words, to
nursery rhyme tune accompaniment.

But don’t worry — the crocks miracu-
lously reappear for the start of the next

me.

The game features 14 sets of 20 words,
and the sets are chosen at random. Once a
set has been started, all 20 words have to
be found.

Once a child gets used to the game, one
of six different time limits can be set to
make things more challenging. All good fun
— and plenty of genuine learning for little
ones into the bargain.

Jumble Up isn't exactly a word game, but
I've included it in this feature because it's so
closely allied to story-telling and reading. It
teaches children that stories have a start, a
middle, and some kind of conclusion, and
paves the way for early reading.

The screen is divided into six squares.
Five of these each contain a picture, and the
other the question: “Which is the first
picture?”. The idea is that the child places
the pictures in the correct sequence to tell
a lietle story.

For instance, a pair of birds build a nest,
the mother bird lays some eggs then sits on
them until they hatch, and they are fed until
they grow into bigger birds.

“Which is the first picture?” changes to
“Which is the next picture?” after the first
piece is placed at the start. The child does
not discover if all pieces of the story have
been positioned correctly until all pieces
have been placed. If a piece has been placed
out of sequence, the child is told to try
again.

Very good
Fair

Very good
Very good

Entereininot

Educational value ...




Alphabet and Spell It
Age nange: 2-5

gears
The Reatly Good Company * £19.95

Picture Book features four games and two free keyboard overlays

which make matters easier for smaller children. Here we look at two

of the games.

One of the overlays has the letter keys in alphabetical order rather
than the usual Qwerty layout — don’t forget to choose this option
from the main menu first, or it can get really confusing!

All of the programs in this set feature great sound effects, voice and
first class graphics. Alphabet is an electronic version of the traditional
alphabet book, designed so that even very young children can experiment.

Each time the child presses a letter key, a picture (say, a cat if ¢ is
pressed, a windmill if the child presses w) appears, together with the
full word for the object. Pictures can be made bigger or smaller by
pressing the > or < keys. Some of the graphics are animated — for
example, the zip actually zips open and closed, to a most appropriate
2ippy sound. Use of sound and voice (the voice sounds very much like

Stephen Hawking on that BT advert) is a very strong feature of this
paclage.

Spell It has two levels — Easy and Hard. On the first level, a word
and an illustration of the word are displayed, and the child copies the
word. Any correct letter pressed will be placed in the appropriate position.

On the Hard level, an image only is displayed, and the child must
spell its name. If the child gets it wrong, he or she is given the first
letter. If the child makes another mistake, the first two letters are
given and so on until, if necessary, the whole word is revealed.

The whole word has to be typed at each attempt — not just the
letters which have not been displayed.
Correct attempts are rewarded by a
round of applause and a clownish face
changes expression from looking glum
to smiling.

Very good
Excellent

Entertainment..
Educational value .

Very good
Excellent

This is the easy
level in Spell It.
Here, the word
is written at the
top of the
sereen and the
child can copy
it. In the hard
level, the child
sees only an
image of the
object to be
spelled

use < > to alter size

Gt the Alohabet game, one
of the activities in The Really Good Software
Company's Picture Book

Data Word
ige Range: Appnos ten yeans to adutt

The ﬂw, Software Company * £19.99

Now here’s something a bit different. Data Word is first and foremost
a database — but it's far more than that. It's also a simple word proces-
sor, a record-linking system that can be used as a revision aid for any
subject, a multiple choice question tester and a quiz game. Inventive
children will no doubt find other uses for it, too.

The interface, it must said, is far from inviting. But once children
have got over that, they'll find that this really is a simple way to write
and print a letter, store some information or create a quiz.

The program, which runs in med-res, fulfils many of the needs for a
database in the National Curriculum (if we dare use that term these
days). It works just like a card index, but the text editor allows it to
be used as a simple word processor too.

Is it “they’re”, “their” or “there”? Data Word can be used to create
quizzes. It’s versatility means it can also be used as a more straightfor-
ward database and a word processor

Data Word includes five excellent example files and two of the very
useful keyboard overlays for which The Really Good Software
Company is noted. These replace capital letters — which can be
confusing for children — with lower case ones, and give the choice of
the normal Qwerty arrangement or letters arranged in alphabetical
order which are so much easier to find
for young “hunt-and-peck” typists.

Note that graphics and sound are not
features of this program, and have not
been taken into account in determining
entertainment and educational value.

Xt question.

HARKED RECORD 14

HEHORY SCORE i OFF
Wow, | got it right! Now theirs - sorry there's a thing. Data Word is a
unique package in which children can make thier own entertainment and
learning aids




Rohot Words
Age nange: 515 geans
0 d2.95
Can software at such a ridiculously low price really be of any value? In this case, the answer is
a definite yes. Available from Goodman International PD and shareware library, this is a varia-
tion on the old hangman game, but the implementation is first class.

It's an excellent example of budget software at its best, with no compromise on sound,
graphics or the fun factor. Players can choose a single word game, an easy ten-word game, or
a hard ten-word game, and select one of four banks of words.

There is also a word editor, provided as a separate program, for making your own word
lists or modifying existing ones.

Each time a wrong letcer is typed or selected with the mouse, another piece is added to a
robot on the right of the screen.

The object of the game is to complete all letters of a word
before the robot is complete. When you win a game, you are
shown a Channel 6 Newsdesk Bulletin in which a character
who arrives in a spaceship shoots and blows up robots which
appear to go hunting in packs. If you lose a game, our space-
travelling hero is disposed of by the robot pack.

| must say | enjoyed this game — and, more to the point, so did my children!

Entertainment..
Educational value ....8 Very good

— Robots go hunting in packs for
;mi [ & ] your space-travelling friend, and
i inevitably dispose of him, when
you fail to finish your words in
Robot Words

" GooumEn 6
INESDESH

Add to, edit or delete
from word lists using the

separate editor which
comes with Robot Words

Alphabet
Age nange: 3-6 yeans
Paut Dickinson * L1.95
This is available from Goodman International PD and shareware library. Learning the alphabet
is one of the major challenges facing younger children. Paul Dickinson’s aim in writing this
program was to teach the alphabet to pre-school and reception class children in a simple yet
fun way — an objective he has achieved in no small measure.

Alphabet is totally mouse driven, so it should also teach co-ordination. To play, the child
clicks the left mouse button on a letter along the bottom of the screen. Four pictures then
appear in the middle and a large version of the letter in the top left-hand corner. The child
then clicks the left mouse button on the picture they think is the correct answer.

If it is, a dancing teddy replaces the large letter. If it is incorrect, the teddy shakes his head. If
the child can’t think of the right answer, he or she can click on the word Help, and the
correct answer and is surrounded by a flashing yellow box.

Sound consists of nursery rhyme tunes. Graphics are bright,
with instantly recognisable objects making life easier for small
children. Alphabet represents incredible value for money.

8 Very good
6 Fair
Good

E is for =

There's a friendly good bye
for the children when they exit

Deciding which picture matches the selected
letter in Alphabet, by Paul Dickinson

You can choose an object to spell from the
bathroom - and three other places

Let’s Spell First 500

Age Rauge: 46 gears
Sguomet Sofe 0 £1.95

Also available from Goodman International

PD and shareware library. Richard and

Jayne Dunn, have reserved a place for

themselves in educational program history

with their Magic Story Book.

Let's Spell again demonstrates their
talents as designers of entertaining learning
software for younger children. This share-
ware version has all but four of the usual
26 topics disabled, but, even with 100
words instead of the full 500, there's
enough for you to discover whether you
like it before investing £10 in the full, regis-
tered version.

Once a topic has been selected by click-
ing on one of 26 picture boxes, a full-
screen picture appears with various related
items displayed — for instance, if you
initially click on the apple, you are
presented with a fruit and veg stall, with
items including carrots, onions oranges and
bananas on display.

Clicking on one of the objects calls up a
picture of that object, and a colourful grid
containing all the letters of the alphabet.
The child then attempts to spell the word
by clicking the relevant letters in the grid in
turn. Each time one is clicked, a child's
voice says what the letter is.

There's an Oops! button for when the
child realises a wrong letter has been
entered, and a Finish button for when the
attempt has been completed.

If the word is spelt correctly, an adule
voice says “well done” and a tune is played.
If the spelling is wrong, the voice says “let’s
see”, and the word is spelt out for the
child, who is then asked to try again.

Like many of the best educational
programs for younger children, it's simple,
easy to play, bright and colourful and
makes good use of sound.

Excellent

.9 Excellent

e Excellent

Educational value ...10  Excellent

Contacts
Rainbow Educational
0626 779695
0782 335650

Software....

Goodman International......

Prisma Software
(Kids' Academy)
The Really Good Software

...0244 326244
0582 761395

Compan
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ptimistically speaking, the

days and evenings should
have filled out now into a
blossoming summer season
where the last thing any

normal living being wants to do is settle

in front of a computer.

How unfortunate then that this is

h

with
if there are absolutely no decent
vibes to soak up, the public domain is
always there to be dipped into...

{ Mobster City

Produced by: Silly Software

Available from: Merlin PD
Disk No MPD SS001

Those gangsters are out in force again covering
up for Mr Big, the crime lord. You, DS Silly, a
hardened and slightly stupid policeman, must
arrest all the criminals in this point ‘n’ click
adventure from the people at Silly Software.

The game revolves round a city made up of
several towns. Each town has a certain number
of set locations — a police station, local bar
(which includes a game of pontoon to raise
cash), paper stand, gun store (for the all impor-
tant Magnums and shotguns), a cigarette shop
and a hospital. The basic idea is to work out
from the descriptions given by the local police
stations and papers which criminal is where.

Find him at one of the local bars and then
challenge him to a duel to the death. f you've
deduced the right guy then you'll receive part of
a map that will, with all 12 pieces intact, reveal
the location of the Big Boss' hideout

If you get it wrong, you're stripped of your
badge and marched off to jail to serve a hefty
imprisonment for murder. This is all presented
as a series of still screens that can be clicked on
in certain places with the pointer. At the paper
stand, click on the young vendor and he'll sell
you a newspaper. In the police station, pressing
on the notice-board will show a mug shot of the
local villain and so on.

Each town looks identical but the design of
the game, while very linear and repetitive, is
interesting and different enough to hold the
attention.

The main downside is the invariable wait as
the computer accesses the disk to load in each
screen — with each town made up of the same
screens, it would have been nice to see at least a
few of them stored in memory for instant
access.

Graphics are well executed and the sound
contains various samples such as a laughing
policeman.

|
|
| Shoot the gangster and keep your fingers
| crossed that you got the right guy

L

PD, shareware and licenceware all
deserve a place in your software
collection. Adam Phillips explains why

Quest For Knowledge

Programmed by: David Cobbledick
Available from: Goodman International Disk No GD2197

Move round the colossal maze gathering
keys and answering questions in the
Quest For Knowledge

| dread the day that | might meet Mr Cobbledick
— not because he has a social disease but simply
because he must know so many facts and trivia
that | would seem insignificant next to his stagger-
ing knowledge of encyclopaedic proportions.

Brain Damage, his last release, was mind bend-
ing enough, but now with his latest, The Quest
For Knowledge, my brain simply said — enough is
enough, let’s put Llamatron on. This isn't criti-
cism. In fact, for puzzle-hungry punters out there,
this is a blessing on a divine disk.

The player moves his character down the
corridors of three large and sprawling mazes to
find three kinds of icon. Twelve must be found in
each maze to unlock the gate to the next level.
The main problem is that each icon is guarded by

2 key — make a challenge for the key and, depending on the colour, you'll be presented with

one out of a choice of three puzzlers.

The three types of question range from a multiple choice to a statement which the player
must decide o be true of false. By far the most difficult category is when a word is given with
a definition and, again, you must decided whether it's true or faise. To gain access to the icon,
three questions have to be answered correctly and if answered incorrectly twice, you lose 2

Iife.

While you might think that you
have a 50/50 chance based on the
law of averages, you'd be wrong - it
seems that whatever guess | made,
I'd end up ot guessing correctly.

The graphics are crisp if unspec-
tacular and wandering round the
maze hunting down the next icon
works well. Getting a question right
is a satisfying experience indeed. If
you're a Cobbledick fan, you won't
be disappointed with Quest For
Knowledge. A good buy.

True or false? Answers
on a postcard please




public domain

Wing Lord
Programmed by:Victor Bruhn
Available from: LAPD Disk No G355

After David Munsie's games collection featuring revamps and rendi-
tions of some seriously classic titles, this month sees the return of the
arcade favourite Joust . Strapped on a horse and clutching a large lance
between your hands, the object s to fly round the screen, landing on
the heads of the flying enemy.

You also have a missile, the only problem being that itll only work
on certain types of enemy. Two players can have a go and if you prefer
flapping your wings solo, the computer will control the other winged
beast for you which invariably does much better and is always left
standing when you've bitten the lance.

The whole title is very playable but is marred by the rather cumber-
some controls. To fly, the player has to hit the fire button repeatedly
and only then, once airborne and slapping the button, can you actually
fly left and right. This leads to aching wrists and curses as your horse
wanders round the screen or seems to rest in the same spot for quite
some time.

I have no doubts that this system could eventually become second
nature but it's a shame that it's there in the first place. Despite this,
Wing Lord is a great little game

PO

e

Joust revisited in this enjoyable, if a little unwieldy, tribute to years gone by

Termodroid

Programmed by: Below Zero Sftware
Available from: Riverdene PDL

On first booting up this much plugged PD title, my heart sank. It looks a
little basic to say the least and the screen size is definitely on the small
side.

Your ship is also rather large for the playing area and can lead to frus-
tration as you blast wave after wave of aliens, only to be taken out by a
single bullet that clipped the bottom of your rather large Termodroid.

There's no complex gameplay in this title. Fly from right to left and kil
everything. Pick up the various power-ups such as auto-fire, speed, extra
lives and multiple lasers and that's it. Strangely though, the whole proceed-
ings are quite addictive as you weave your way in and out out of enemy
fire. Yes, the ship is far too big but the scale problem is bearable after a

= while

Whether you'd pay a fiver for
this depends on whether you're
desperate to lay your hands on
some blast action. If you are, get
this if you already own
Llamatron - if not, go for the
classic instead.

Move up, down, left, right and
hit the fire button as quickly
as possible in Termodroid

Personal Golf Database

Programmed by. Peters
Available from: LAPD Disk No L83

Golf is an expensive game to properly establish yourself in.
Clubs, balls, outfit and social standing at the local club can
burn a deep hole in the pocket. What a relief then to have
PD there to help you with the practicalities of the sport
and present it in an easy to use format.

Included in the proceedings is a reminder option to help
keep track of things that need to be done and people who
need to be contacted.

The two Don’t Forget features enable you to keep close
tabs on equipment that needs replacing and how available
fellow players are for a five-hour game on a rainy Sunday

afternoon.

The main bulk of the database though comes in the form
of a course constructer. By entering in each par of each
hole, you can then include the scores achieved on that

lar course and, if you were given any, handicaps.

Any excellent shots such as birdies, holes-in-one and the
like, may be recorded as well for future ego-gratifying

Diabetic Database

Programmed by: Paul Mountain
Available from: LAPD Disk No M167

Although not a sufferer myself, | have
seen the lengths that people with
diabetes have to go to to keep a
balanced and healthy diet for safe
living. Any program that sets out to
help people with this condition can
only be a good thing with the
; approval of a doctor.
e The Diabetic Database is a utility
A useful and potentially helpful thae aids the sufferers of Insulin
s foralieifsreis) nt Diabetes Mellitus who use
multiple pen injections in conjunction with background insulin. It can
also be used by people with Non Insulin Dependant Diabetes Melitus.

The program features a database diary that holds daily records of
blood glucose concentration and insulin dosage and when these were
taken. The package also allows the user to keep track of their blood
glucose levels so that they may be adjusted to within the normal limits.
Call up either a line graph or pie graph to take a look at all the data
within the database for a clear visual representation.

Diabetic Database is a useful and constructive program that is worth
taking a look at to see if it suits your particular needs.

Impress your

database
reference. After all this has been done, it’s possible to print

the entire listings out to show off to friends at the course.
The package is simple, effective and useful for both budding

golfers and semi professionals alike.
Atari ST User June 1994 m



Pacman On E’s

Produced by:Digital Dreams
Available from: Floppyshop

PacMan - the bane of PD rehashes. A contin-
ual stream of little heads chasing little pills
and fleeing ghosts. Eat a mega drug and the
tables are turned for a brief few moments.
Collect bonuses in the shape of fruit and
generally have an ancient old time.

Pacman On E's is fortunately the best
version I've come across, with smooth graph-
ics and a pounding soundtrack that stirred the
office to cries of “Turn it down”, “Shut up”
and less printable expletives.

Unlike most of the clones, this title actually
manages to feature intelligent ghosts
that don’t simply copy your every move
and make the game all the more fun and
addictive.

There are a variety of differing layouts to
each level, therefore offering some kind of
long term appeal. Bonuses take on the usual
shape of fruit but there also letters to be built
up that give you an extend feature and
mystery items that cause different effects.

One of the best moments is after taking a
mega power pill - the Pacman goes into hyper
speed and makes the game all the more inter-
esting. It would have been nice to see this
speed maintained all the way through the
game.

If you're still not sick and tired of this
incredibly tired and jaded format after all

*s®
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Programmed by Infamos Cabbage

Available from: Caledonia PDL
Disk No. STE 40

public domain

Attention all PD libraries

1 you wish to feature in Atari ST User, just send any of your fitles which you feel worthy of
review fo: Public Sector, Atari ST User, Europress Enterprise, Europa House, Adlington
Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

lease include a list of the contents of each disk detailing the program name/s and
what they are. This ensures quick assessment and inclusion info the magazine. If you u:

a shareware author,

latest creafion along

with a list of libraries who will

send in your
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While not recel y awards for helping the anti
irugs campaign, this is an addictive little number
‘with nicely rounded pills and plenty of speed

these years and you haven't bought any of the
other maze orientated games in the past from
the PD libraries then this is worth a look. If
you are fed up to the back teeth of it all then
leave well alone.
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Tetris and its variants is another regular repetition in the PD scene with some
ight clone road while others are of the more ambitious 360 degrees

rotating vai

inal where the player, instead of

lining up the different shapes, matches colours in rows of three or more.

On the two levels | managed to get through, each contained differing graphics -
one used the classic squares, the other marbles. Also, new features have been intro-
duced for lasting appeal - on the second level, it is possible to use lightning bolts that
drop from the sky to zap anything that is in between a pair of them. And light a stick
of dynamite with a flame and a miniature explosion will destroy everything within a

certain vicinity.

Y-
It’s these touches that add an extra element and addictiveness to the title.

Graphics are reasonably effective and the sound is of a

h standard with calls of

“Did you eat a brain tumour for brealfast this morning?” taunting you as a game
comes to an end. When a row of colours are removed, explosions ring from the
speakers and a voice shouts out at your achievement.

Blat packs a hefty challenge and while not exactly original by any wild stretch of

the imag|
ment. Recommended.
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n, it is a worthwhile and fun purchase for simple, involving entertain-

Drop the blocks in to
place and move up

Printer Shop Plus

Programmed by: Thomas Much

Available from: Caledonia PD
Disk No AG 178

Mono monitor owners who want
programs in high resolution are hardly
catered for. Fortunately for this minority,
the public domain has always had coders
writing with them in mind. Print Shop
Plus is a high calibre black and white art
package featuring an abundance of
features to help create strong, successful
images.

Presented in an easy to use and well
aid out manner, the title offers the user a
professional and rewarding opportunity
for punters to flex their artistic muscles.
Options include the usual draw, spray,
erase and copy facilities as well as more
advanced functions - mirror, rotate, oval,
spirals, square and circle creation, a large
library of patterns and many, many
others.

Each is fully adjustable for personal
preference and printers are catered for
to enable the user to create pictures with
typography for posters, menus and the
likes or simply to have fun messing about
in computer ink.

Lay your hands
on me...

Caledonia PDL
250 Oldtown Road
Hilton, Inverness IV2 4PT
Tel: 0463 225736

Floppyshop
PO Box 273 Aberdeen AB9 85)
Tel: 0224 312756

Goodman International

16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Close

Longton, Stoke On Trent ST3 ISW
Tel: 0782 335650

LAPD
PO Box 2, Heanor
DE75 7YP

Merlin PD
11 Grange Close , Minchinhampton
Stroud GL6 9DF
Tel: 0453 882793

Riverdene PDL
30a School Road, Tilehurst
Reading RG3 5AN
Tel: 0734 452416




Andrew Wright examines at
_ the Star S]144, a thermal
\| wax transfer.col printer

N~

\

hermal wax transfer technology

has been around for years but only

recently has it made its way into

the consumer end of the printer
market. The advantage of the method,
once restricted to high end plotters, is
that it offers much higher paper cover-
age than other types of printer such as
the inkjet or dot matrix.

The SJ144 is a compact, surprisingly
lightweight affair, weighing just 2.5 kg and
measuring just over a foot in length
(325mm), 5.5in deep (140mm) and
almost 7in high (175mm).

Power is supplied via an external AC
adaptor and while the power on, four
control panel buttons and print density
dial are all easily accessed from the front,

On the road

Running costs are likely to be moderately high. Star
say a colour cartridge will last for only eight (yes,
eight!) full pages and at £6 a throw, this ain't going to
be cheap, especially as you'll have to pay more for

your paper.

Mono cartridges last longer and will do 180 pages of
nice, crisp text. On the other hand, the recent price
drop - down from £449 ~ makes it a handy for those
wanting low volume DTP and letter output and occa-
sional use for presentations, leaflets and other docu-

ments with bright, solid colours.

the main paper path using the 30 sheet
feeder is at the back.

Paper is pushed through the printer
where it is ejected through the front.
Two alternative paper paths are available
if needed but there are two paper control
levers and it requires some experimenta-
tion to get the paper feed spot on.

The SJ144 emulates various printers
and uses the parallel interface. For
colour work it will emulate the Epson
24-pin colour standard, the LQ 860, or
the Star LC24-200 colour printer.

The best way to achieve controlled
colour output is via a dedicated colour
printer driver such as Flexidump Plus or
Imagecopy. For mono work you can
choose from Epson and NEC 24-pin
drivers, IBM Proprinter or Star LC24-20,

Most GDOS applications such as
Timeworks have a suitable mono driver.
On test | managed good quality colour
results from programs like Chagall and
even PageStream. The SJ144 is also
equipped with AEC, Automatic
Emulation Changing, so if you swap
between IBM and Epson drivers, you
won't need to fiddle with dip switches.

The printer mechanism is almost iden-
tical to that of an inkjet or dot matrix in
the sense that the ribbon cartridge is
moved backwards and forwards across
the moving paper. Two types of cartridge

are available, one for plain paper and the
other for overhead transparencies, in
both mono and colour versions. This
requires some cartridge changing when
swapping between jobs but it takes only
seconds to do.

The Star prints at 360 x 360dpi reso-
lution though it can manage only 256
distinct colours, making it unsuitable for
printing photo-realistic colour images.
Programs like Imagecopy do a creditable
job with halftoning but the results still
leaves something to be desired.

To be fair, though, the Star is aimed at
a different sector entirely, that of busi-
ness presentations where charts, over-
heads and graphs are printed using bold,
solid colours.

For this type of work the colour qual-
ity is superb with consistent bright
colours and clear text (the colour
cartridges have a black element t0o).

INTERESTING

One particularly interesting feature is
the Zoom — you can print entire pages at
50, 67 or 80 per cent of normal size
using the control panel and even print
two A4 pages together at A5 size on one
piece of paper.

The effect of changing the paper from
normal everyday copier paper to special
smooth inkjet paper was nothing short of
dramatic. In fact Star recommend paper
Xerox 4024 standard, and it makes a
stunning difference to output quality.

On normal paper even text looks
broken and dotty but on smooth paper
it becomes far closer to 300dpi laser
quality. Despite having a mechanism for
optimising print quality, a certain amount
of banding was always present

The print speed is good, averaging 300
0 400cps in mono mode depending on
letter spacing and 150cps or so in colour
mode. It isn't as fast as a dot matrix but
it doesn't leave you drumming your
fingers either.

Only two fonts are present in the
printer, a rather odd-looking mono-
spaced serif called Roman and a mono-
spaced sans serif font called H-Gothic. A
disk is supplied with PC-compatible fonts
and drivers but unfortunately it's no use
whatsoever to you or me.

BOT

LINE

FEATURES Excellent
st owsn
smooth paper and Bad

fAppalling
EASE OF USE Excellent

0, slightly awkward paper
feed mechanism and fddly
cartidges.

VALUE FOR MONEY | Ex

Well priced but likely to
work out a litle pricey in
the long term.

I

Appalling

Appalling

Product: Star 54144 printer
Supplier: Ladbroke Computing,
33 Ormskirk Road,
Preston PR1 2GR
0772 2031686
£369.99

Any Atari

Telephone:
Pri

Configuratior
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Very English jars of home-made marmalade and

jelly - but the labels were producéd with the
Taiwan-made Atari computers and the
American DTP package PageStream...

'l 'h'

et me introduce you to the
Severn Bore. No, we are not
talking about a particularly tire-
some person from the West
Country but a little-known quirk of
nature that occurs twice a year or 5o in
the lower reaches of the River Severn.

I certainly had never heard of it, but |
should have been alerted to something
odd going on as | was driving down the
A48 alongside the river

would have much trouble attracting
visitors even without the salty tide
rushing up the Severn: it is, after all,
located right in the middle of the
Forest of Dean, surely one of the most
beautiful spots in England.

The hotel, 200 years old and set in
three acres of parkland, is an ideal base
for exploring the many waymarked
trails through the Forest and a host of

banks, noticing that the
water was rather high ||
and deeply brown as if ||
tons of mud had been |
stirred into it ‘
Every now and then,
men in rubber suits
clutching surfboards
appeared along the way,
a rather incongruous |
scene for a rainy Monday |
morning in  Britain |
towards the end of
March. It was only an hour or so later,
after | had arrived at the Parkend
House Hotel, that proprietor Andrew
Lee told me about the Severn Bore: a
huge tidal wave of sea water entering
the mouth of the river, churning up the
river bed, flooding local residents’
gardens, and providing enormous fun
for the rubber-clad surfboarders.
Events like the Severn Bore are a
bonus for hotel owners like Andrew as
they help fill the rooms out of season.
Not that the Parkend House Hotel

m Atari ST User June 1994

Compliments

Parkend Hours:}rlair A

|
Parkend, Nr. Lydney, GLOS GL15 4HL
Telephone No. 0594 563666 Fax No. 0594 564631

other activities such as climbing, caving,
mountain biking, or just sight-seeing

By now, of course, you will be wait-
ing for the appearance of an Atari ST,
and | bet you expect to encounter it at
reception, handling reservations and
keeping the accounts. Well you're

The set-up

The reason Andrew has chosen an HP
Deskfet 510 in preference to a laser is
that he constantly needs to change
between different colours — easily done
by swapping ink cartridges whereas
changing the laser toner between jobs
would be impossible.

Most of the hotel stationery is printed
in brown on a rather attractive yellow
textured stock, giving it an elegant,

|
|G| | S22
Sextoary—eremed | = 008

using an Atari computer

G- Jam

old-world, slightly faded
appearance. In terms of quality, there is
little to choose between the later
DeskJet models and the average 300dpi
laser, and on this type of paper it may
even be preferable since some toners do
not adhere very well to anything but
smooth copier-type stock.

At the heart of the system is a Mega
STE with 4Mb of RAM and a 52Mb
internal hard disk. On top of its TT-style
case sits a Trust multisync monitor
supplied by System Solutions, its video
output boosted by a Crazy Dot graphics
cart

Until now, PageStream Version 2.2



A country hotel in
thé Royal Forest of
Dean may not be the
most likely place to
look for Atari
computers. But if
you ask the landlord
nicely, you can have
your mugshot on a
jar of home-made
marmalade. Giinter
Minnerup gives his
lungs a break from
the city this mo|

and visits the 4
Parkel&d H(:use .
Hotel

wrong. The computer is kept well out
of sight, and in keeping with the very
traditional atmosphere of the hotel, all
the transactions involving the guests
are conducted in impeccably old-fash-
ioned style.

The clatter of keyboards and auto-

has ruled Andrew’s hard disk but its days
are definitely coming to an end as it is
simply too slow and bug-ridden by today's
standards. While | was visiting he took
delivery of DA's Layout and DA's Repro,
ordered from CGS ComputerBild after
some considerations of the alternatives,
especially Calamus.

“In the end, the price of Calamus and
its incompatibility with PostScript tipped
the scales in favour of DA's Layout,” he
explains. The built-in autotracing of DA's
Layout and the ability to bend text into all
kind of shapes are added attractions,
while the acquisition of DA’s Repro will
obviously greatly improve on the picture
editing facilities of TouchUp which he
uses at the moment.

Andrew’s favoured word processor is
Compo's That's Write because of its ability
to combine text and graphics at a reason-
able speed, but for simple text editing he
makes a lot of use of the shareware editor
Everest. Perhaps not surprisingly for a
regular user of CIX, his hard drive is
crammed with all kinds of utilities, acces-
sories and AUTO folder programs, many
of them public domain or shareware.

matically printed receipts may be
acceptable in a motorway refuge for
travelling salesmen but not in a peace-
ful country retreat for ramblers and
nature-lovers. And this is not a metro-
politan Grand Hotel, either, with
hundreds of visitors each month to be
accounted for. With eight bedrooms,
the business administration is just
about manageable without the aid of
spreadsheets and databases

The vital part played by the Mega
STE on Andrew’s desk is not on the
administrative but on the creative side
of things. Yes, creative, for one of the
most important aspects of running a
hotel, or indeed any business, is the
impression created by printed matter
such as promotional brochures, confir-
mation of bookings, compliment slips,
general correspondence, menus and
even receipts.

There was a time when you went to
your local printer or copyshop for
Such items, choosing between various
samples and ending with something
pretty much indistinguishable from
dozens of other, similar businesses. A
computer, equipped with suitable soft-
ware and printer, enables you to
design and produce your own distinc-
tive paperwork as and when you
require it. Above all, it gives you
complete creative control over the
image you want to project.

PUBLISHING

Deskeop publishing this may be, but
with a crucial difference. For most
typical DTP applications, the term is
actually a misnomer since a good deal
of the “publishing” process still needs
to be contracted out to specialist
services far from the average desktop
— printers equipped with process
cameras, platemaking machines and,
above all, printing presses. “Page
layout” or “desktop design” would be
a much more accurate description of
what the average “desktop publisher”
actually does with his computer.

But not in this case where the quan-
tity of printed output required is fairly
small, a few dozen or perhaps a
hundred copies at a time — no more
than an ordinary laser or inkjet printer
can comfortably cope with.

First impressions are very impor-
tant, and most potential visitors will
make their choice of
hotel on the
basis of the

s

Co-proprietor

Andrew Lee has

beena
“computer

freak” for years,

in the trade) that needs to go into
some apparently - and deceptively -
simple projects. The main hotel
brochure is an Ad folded twice to fit
DL envelopes and printed on both
sides, so one third of the front

page needs to be of the opposite
orientation.

PRPRPRPRPRD

LUNCHEON

PRBAAEBRE

5
52l

McDonald’s may be able to get away
‘with standard menus for years, but a
small hotel like the Parkend House
needs to change the fare on offer
each day - an ideal task for the
computer because once the basic
template has been set up including
the pretty borders and choice of type-
faces, all that remains to be done is
edit the text and print.

Again, good imposition avoids paper
wastage and the block-copying
features of PageStream avoid having
€0 design each of the identical labels
separately. Andrew has found

that self-sticking label

s0 he
guillotines the
finished pages
andusesa
simple, easily-
removed paper
glue. Customers
can order their
alised labels if
they wish. '
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Atari veteran

Listening to Andrew explaining his set-up, and watching him demonstrate
his working methods, the thought suddenly occurs that here we have a
good example of what is probably the typical serious Atari user.

Now | know that there are some ST in very high-powered commercial
situations, especially in music, DTP and the academic world, but the
majority probably belong to users very much like Andrew: people who are
knowledgeable, even enthusiastic about computers, spend more time with
them than is strictly necessary for work purposes, and don't have
unlimited financial resources.

And they also tend to have been with Atari for a few years because
they started to look for user-friendly, versatile, powerful and affordable
personal computers when the PC clones now flooding the market were
far from being any of these things.

Andrew himself graduated from a Spectrum and Atari 400 via a 520ST
to his present Mega STE (and still reckons that the add-on keyboard he
bought for his Spectrum was superior to anything the Atari machines ever
offered in this department).

Ask him why he hasn't deserted to a PC or Mac and you get the same
reply you get from most other Atari veterans: not only have they invested

>

brochure sent to them by the local
Tourist Information Office or the hotel
itself. Andrew has opted for a simple
A4 sheet, printed on both sides and
folded twice to fit into a DL envelope.
Batches of this are run through the
HP Desklet as and when required. The
sophisticated Garamond typeface used,
the simple but effective clip art of

with Post Script

Calamus' price and

incompatability

the scales in favour

so much in Atari software and peripherals that a move to another plat-
form would be rather expensive, but why bother as long as the
ST/TT/Falcon can do the job just as well, if not better? The proof of this
argument lies in the quality of the final product: quite simply, even the
latest Windows box or Power Mac could not produce better hotel
stationery than Andrew’s Mega STE does.

Another point which is often overlooked also emerged from my
conversation with Andrew. He is not, after all, a graphic designer by trade.
His Hotel and Catering Studies course in Bristol did not include page
layout and typography, and when he took over Parkend House to turn it
into a hotel, the creation of pleasing stationery was just one task among
many — he s, for example, also the cook and gardener!

So it was very much a case of learning the necessary skills as quickly as
possible, with a minimum of obstacles placed in the way by the computer
technology itself. The ST is ideal for this because one of its unsung qualities
is that it is very much a switch-on-and-work machine: much less trouble to
set up and configure than a PC, even a Mac, so that you're free to
concentrate on whatever you are doing.

No wonder ST-generated DTP output tends to look better than its PC
equivalent: by the time a DOS or Windows user has learnt to chant all the
obscure mantras required to get going, the ST owner is already well into
kerning and the golden triangle!

| took away from the Forest of
Dean not only a substantial
sample of the alcoholic delica-
cies brought into this country by
the lager import business, but
also a healthy reminder that
Atari DTP does not necessarily

tipped

involve a

trees, rural scenes and woodland birds,
a drawing of the hotel and a map show-
ing how to get there provide all the
information required but, equally
important, convey an impression of
peace, tranquillity and comfort.

Once a reservation has been

of DA's Layout

accepted, confirmation is sent on a card
which echoes the mood of the brochure.
Then there are all the other standard
business stationery items: compliment
slips, letterheads, receipts and, since this

ace to keep up with
the top-end world of process
colour separations and profes-
sional pre-press systems but, for
most real-world users, means
very practical benefits on a tight
budget. Enabling us to do things

for ourselves, the way we want,
and having a good deal of fun in

The whole range of
hotel stationery is given [T

oject

esk_File ETT Cogout View Sigie Formi Tent Goject Giobai
6] eontim

the bargain — isn’t that what
Atari computing is all about?

Gonat

Periend, . By ey, GLOS GLIF 4HL
Tlephore No.03% 563665 s No. 0594561

a coherent identity by | farkl Huus 8 N

the consistent use of || fid fﬁx} DIh
the small group of trees | =575 3 e TS business is a hotel and has a small
i Fiogal e the Fgptad ST restaurant attached to it, the daily
typeface on every item B e o = Plenty to keep the desktop copyshop
7 —_onfrmamine__| IO busy, you would have thought, but
B2 12 2 S e there is more: jars of home-made

B Tole| ik

e marmalades and jellies are on sale to
LS visitors and need to be labelled, there’s
J ‘Packend Hobse Hotel a simple newsletter for guests and, on

top of everything else, Andrew and his
partner Bobby are also involved in an
import business, supplying hotel guests
and a number of off-licences with
unusual German and Czech lagers.

That means price lists, more promo-

Parkend House Hotel

S8 Purkend, N Lydney GLOS GLIS 4HL,
Telepbane No. 0594 563665

Mt John Butters:

ST Uses Magedioe

Gone are the days when
business letterheads had to
be ordered in pre-printed
quantities from your local
printer or copyshop: the
letterhead can simply be
imported as a graphic into
awordprocessor like
That's Write and the
standard letter saved as a
template for all business
correspondence. Carefully

tional literature and oddities like “tent
cards” — promotional cards that fold to
sit on restaurant and pub tables.

@ If you fancy a few days away from it
all yet cannot bear the thought of all
that concentrated fresh air and nature
without some computer chat in the bar
to combat the withdrawal symptoms,
you will be made more than welcome
by Andrew Lee and his staff at the
Parkend House Hotel, Parkend nr.
Lydney, Gloucestershire, GLIS 4HL,
Tel. 0594-563 666, Fax 0954-564 631,

M m || placed addresses also save E-mail ajl@cix.compulink.uk. Just send
_[5| time by permitting the use for one of the brochures | have told
<3| of window envelopes

you about
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ax machines have become
extremely popular and essential to
many of today’s hi-tech, high-

turnover businesses a

d, thanks to
drastic price drops, they are making their
way into many homes too.

The ability to quickly send printed
documentation via telecommunications
lines has immediately obvious benefits,
maost notably the speed at which they can
be sent to their destination compared to
standard mail.

Those not familiar with fax machines
may be conc

ned about the cost of using
a telephone line compared to a stamp,
but postage costs are roughly equivalent
to those of today's high speed 14,400 baud
fax modems.

The benefits of fax machines
become even more apparent
when faced with possible
postal strikes, like the one
in the late 80s, and all its
damaging effects to busi-
nesses both large and small.
However, dedicated fax
machines are now in danger of
falling victim to the computer

Two new "
additions to the fax
modem market

arrive in the form of
Ladbroke Computing’s
Pegasus I4 400efx and
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technology on which they themselves are
based, with the introduction of fax
modems.

The advantages a fax modem has over
a dedicated fax machine are in the manip-
ulation of the material to be sent and in
its dual ability to be used as a standar
modem for accessing on-line informat
systems such as CIX and Compuserv

Documentation commonly transmitted
by fax can include both text and images,
such as charts, diagrams and company
logos. It is thus safe to assume that with
the large number of computers in the
office, and indeed the home, such text and
images would have been

prepared using a computer, word proces-
sor and business graphics software.

Unless the office has access to a DTP-
type application with which to create and
then print the composite of text and
images onto paper, the process of prepar-
ing documents before to fax transmission
would probably have involved cutting and
pasting the text and images onto sheets of
paper

Fax modems do away with such steps
because they are integral to the computer




upon which these documents are no
doubt created.

The two fax modems on review here
are not aimed directly at the ST market
but in fact the PC. This is evident when
you open the packaging to find the fax
software is for Windows. So you will need
to get hold of suitable fax software for the
ST, such as the excellent STraight Fax!
package from System Solutions (more of
which later).

NEAT

First up is the Pegasus 14,400efx,
distributed by Ladbroke Computing. This
compact and very neat model differs from
many other fax modems in that it stands
vertically on two sturdy rubber mounts.
This makes for an extremely small
“footprint” (jargon for saying it doesn’t
take up much desk space), which is most
welcome for me personally as my desk is
reminiscent of a crash site. It features a
perspex front panel with transparent
symbols to represent
the modem status
LEDs. But these
are too small
and unclear

Using the phone list
in conjunction with
the scheduling

feature allows you to [ RN

send faxes to
different people at
different times

for my liking. A convenient power button
is located on the front making it very easy
to reset your modem should problems
arise.

At the back is the usual power and
serial connector with a line jack, to
connect to the phone wall socket, and a
phone jack for connecting a phone. Both
are unmarked and are of the US type but
a US to UK phone jack converter cable is
supplied.

The Pegasus has group three fax
compatibility, essential for communicat-
ing with the majority of dedicated fax
machines, and also has the class two
command set, which means the hardware
in the fax modem is more intelligent than
those that only have class one. Both of
these are features you should be looking
for in any fax modem.

The speeds supported range from 300
to 14,400 bps (bits per second) for data
with fax speeds of 300 to 14,400

Also supported are MNP 2-5, V42 and
V42 bis error correction and data
compression protocols which should allow

[ ———

modems

you to achieve speeds up to 57,600.
However, because of the ST hardware,
you are limited to 19,200 (still pretty
damn quick!).

The power supply is a rather clumsy
affair - a two pin plug requiring an
adapter plug - which comes supplied.
Another minus is that you don’t get a
serial cable with it (available for £9.99
from Ladbroke).

The manual for the modem is well writ-
ten, but does assume some knowledge as
it is filled with jargon.

The Smart One 1442FX is similar in
performance to the Pegasus, due, in the
main, to them both being based on
Rockwell technology. It too is group three
device compatible and also has a class two.
command set.

CLEAR

It is light brown in colour and has clear
and large status LEDs for easy to read
information on what it's doing.

At the rear are the serial, power and
(again US-style) line and phone jacks.
Unfortunately, the power switch is also
here which makes for troublesome access

to it should you want to power down.

The power supply is

power plug, 50 no prob-
lems with adapters
here. Also included is a
dual socket adapter for
plugging both the modem
and the telephone onto
the line. A standard serial

>
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You can open multiple windows for viewing
faxes as well as processing them
I available in a pop up menu

i . Narious popular text and image formats can
U, be imported directly into STraight Fax!
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modems
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cable (again useless for those with a
Falcon or Mega STE) is provided.

Speeds supported by the Smart One
1442FX are 300,1200,2400,4800,7200,
9600,12000 and 14400 (data) with fax
speeds of 2400, 4800, 7200, 9600, 12000
and 14400,

MNP 2.5, V42 bis error correction and
compression are featured for fast transfer
rates when it's being used as a normal
modem.

The documentation is good, with clear
instructions on setting up and connecting
the various cables to the modem and
computer. An added bonus is the inclu-
sion of a selection of PD and shareware
terminal programs such as Vanterm,
which will allow the new user to log on to
bulletin boards and the like immediately.
There is no fax software though.

PERFORMANCE

Both modems worked well in conjunc-
tion with STraight Faxl 1 0 software,
receiving and es without
major errors. They xmh gave good
performance when used as normal
modems, achieving transfer rates of 1600
bits per second during a session of CIX.

Al in all, two nice fax modems offering
good performance for attractive prices.
Although the Ladbroke model is cheaper,
it does suffer from having a non-standard
power supply which requires an adapter,
and from the lack of serial cable and
unclear LED status lights. Nor does it
include any ST software whatsoever.

The Smart One does include ST termi-
nal software, but no fax software, and also
has a standard UK power supply. It is
more expensive though, so with both
modems essentially offering equal perfor-
mance, it will all boil down to what you
are prepared to pay.

Product: Pegasus 14,400efx
Supplier: Ladbroke Computing,
33 Ormskirk Road,
Preston, Lancs, PR1 2P
Telephone: 0772 203166
Price: £159.99
Configuration: All Atari computers

Product: Smart One 1442FX

Supplier: Siren Software, Wilton
House, Bury Road,
Radcliffe, Manchester,

Telephone: 061.724 7572

Price: £199.99
Configuration: Al Atari computers

When using the

The software fax

To get both modems up and
running as fax machines requires
the right fax software. Sadly,
neither modem includes any ST
sofeware and it is irritating to find
fax software and manuals for a
PC in the boxes.

So you have a fax modem and
want to know what sofoware you
will need? Well, my personal
favourite and arguably the best
software currently available for
the ST is STraight Fax! v2.10.

Basically, a fax software pack-

soct: Comseanatag ]

==
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transmission via the modem.

The fax software also has to
handle incoming faxes, and that's
just what STraight Fax! does automatically and
very efficiently, even producing log files of
faxes received while you were out.

The major changes in version 2.10 include
the ability o use it as an accessory by simply
changing the program name to STFAX.ACC,
as well as support for modems with silent
answer features.

Silent answer allows you to share the same
phone line for both fax and normal telephone

If used as an accessory, the program does
take up 350k of memory, so 2Mb is recom-
mended when using it in this mode.

Special printer drivers, also supplied,.allow
you to prepare fax documents using programs
such as Calamus, Calligrapher, Timeworks and
others. There are also drivers for many word
processor packages.

Modem support has been improved with
Class one fax modem support and overall

Roden preferences

Fi Roden Tupe:

Speaker votme: [wign

Seriot Port: [Device 7 o

All transmitted and received faxes can be
automatically logged to file for easy reference

improvements have been made in the
communications between software and
modem, resulting in less troublesome opera-
tion compared to the previous version, which
had problems with certain modems.

There is also the addition of a quick dial
dialogue box which allows you to enter a fax
number without having to find your way to
the phone list.

You can even run your favourite text
editor or word processor from within
STraight Fax! without having to quit, a rather
nice touch. STraight Fax! is compatible with
the Falcon and operating systems such as
MultiTOS and Geneva.

Many dialogue boxes feature a help button,
where useful descriptions on the various
fields and selections within each box<are
availabl

This is one outstanding piece of fax soft-
ware and considering the Pegasus and Smart

One are pretty much useless as
fax modems without fax soft-
ware, STraight Fax! should be
high on your lst.

STraight Fax! is available
from System Solutions and
costs £79.95 (£26 to upgrade
from 2.1)

FoH Boud Rate: [ 1990 ous ] Flew Controt: o/ ]

1/0 Burrer Size: Input: 8192 bytes  Output: 2048 bytes

The preferences

you want it too and
supports both Class |
and Class 2 devices

The other side of the coin

As well as functioning as perfectly good fax machines, both the
modems on review here can be used as standard modems for

fax modems as
standard modems,

you will need a logging on to your favourite bulletin boards.
good terminal They both feature high 14,400 speeds and MNP 2-, V42 bis error
application. correction and compression which reduce transfer problems as well

as the phone bill

There is a wealth of communications software available both as
shareware and PD, such as CoNnect and Freeze Dried Terminal.
CoNnect is by far the best around at the moment, so check it out
and register.

System Solutions)
is the best
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More games please

1 have written o give you an ear-bashing about
this new combined magazine thing that you've
got going.

1 had bought ST Action since | got my ST and |
was very pleased with the product | was buying.
I then discovered through Freestyle that the
magazine was o get a whole new crew.

I'wasn't sure whether this was going to be a
blessing or a curse, and now | am going to have
to say that it seems to be bit of both.

1 would have to say that | rather enjoyed the
old style STA where there were 66 to 100 pages
on games, although | realise that companies are
tending to forget about the ST.

I also think one of the best features of the
old STA was the demos on the CoverDisk. |
long for the days when three or more demos
would appear on one or two disks.

This would usually be enough to satisfy my
game playing ego until the next month when
another magazine would come out.

To overcome this problem | have come up
with a few suggestions you might like to
consider.

Would it be possible for you to repeat
demos that were really popular - like FireForce
or Hiemdall — but with different parts of the

me?

Would it be possible to put small parts of
games that were released a while ago — like
Ishar or Cruise for a Corpse — that did not
appear as demos?

1am happy to say that the reviews and Cheat
Modes in the new combined magazine are just
as good, if not better, than in the old STA and |
hope you continue the good work in that area.

Got anything to say to the ST communi
Then this is your soapbox

Write

Also the idea of incorporating a games magazine
within an applications magazine has its merits
but I'm afraid you'll never be able to replace the
feeling that one had after they had just bought
the newest ST Action.

Shane Thurston, Australia

I agree with many of your comments,
Shane, but unfortunately there is little that
can be done bearing in mind there are very
few games now being released for the ST.

It would be nice for us to carry a game
demo on every CoverDisk but many soft-
ware houses are unable to produce

Throw away hassle

I'm writing to you in the hope that you will print this letter to warn the
general public of the follies of throwing away software packaging.

1 bought my first ST in 1985, | then changed to an STFM, and then to an
STE. My software library is extensive — more than 200 original titles — and |
feel strongly against piracy.

ow to get to the point of my letter. A pile of software boxes nearly
reached the ceiling in my spare bedroom.

My wife is expecting a baby in two months time and we decided to have a clear out and
decorate the room in readiness for the new baby. We threw away all the boxes and a load of
magazines, among which was the manual for BI7 Flying Fortress.

| wrote to MicroProse and told them of the situation, asking the price of a replacement
manual. They wrote back saying it would cost £6.50 and asked me to enclose the original
product.

1 duly sent off the required amount and my original disks. MicroProse wrote back saying they
also needed the original packaging. | informed them of the situation and they said it was
company policy that they must have the packaging as well, and therefore they wouldn’t sell me
the manu:

As | explained to MicroProse I'm a 42-year-old civil servant, not an adolescent teenager who
thinks it's clever to copy games without thinking of the effect this has on the industry.

I think MicroProse deserve the golden raspberry award for the abysmal way they have
treated a customer of nearly |0 years standing.

Here's one person who will not be buying any more MicroProse software. Before | trash my
disks is there anyone out there who can sell me a manual?

R. Dean, Glos

With piracy a massive problem for the software industry it’s understandable that games
publishers try to protect their products.

Large manuals are often the most difficult part of a package to copy - even with a
photocopier it can be time consuming and expensive to reproduce documentation.

It’s therefore logical that software houses should try to ensure that anybody attempt-
ing to buy a replacement manual is a legitimate owner of the program concerned.

But it seems that in this case MicroProse went over the top — | can’t see any reason
why the original disks should not have been sufficient evidence to show the product was
not pirated. MicroProse were unavailable when we tried to contact them for a comment
on their policy, but the contents of your letter illustrate the importance of holding on to
everything.

Now

them either for technical reasons or the
programming cost involved.

The difficulty in progressing with your
proposals is that the programming teams
concerned will have now moved on to new
projects.

Few software houses will show any interest
in marketing titles they have long since
forgotten about and, in many cases, are no
longer widely available.

We have some ideas that could see more
disk space given to commercial games
though, but at the moment I’m unable to go
into detail on these.

Regarding the number of pages devoted to
games reviews, we would love to be able to
review more software but in order to do so
we need to see the games.

During the last year or two, as new
releases have been cut back considerably,
the amount of coverage has been reduced
accordingly.

Lonely in Africa

SOS, SOS, SOS. I'm suffering from a serious lack
of ST pen-pals and | am in the unfortunate situa-
tion of ST software not being freely available in
South Africa.

Being an Atari fan — starting with the old
faithful 8-bit — | don't like the idea of defecting
to IBM because of the poor availability of
software.

So I'm calling out to everybody. If your inter-
ests are DTP, games, CAD, electronics and
demos drop me a letter and save me from the
world of beeps and trashy PC graphics.

Keep up the good work Atari ST User because
you are my eyes on the ST world.

raig Ladewig, 58 Tennant Street,
Kraaifontein, 7570, Cape Town, South Africa

It’s good to read that we help so much with
your interest in Atari, and we hope you’ll find
pen-pals that will be able to give you further
advice on how to get more from the ST.

Waiting to hear form you...
To join the ST chat show drop a line to
The Editor, Write Now, Atari ST User,

Europa House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 4NP
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Atari Joystick

This is an unbeatable offer for all
gamers - an Atari joystick for just
£2.99,

It’s ideal for anyone, but espe-
cially for those who would like a
second stick ready as
a spare for visiting
friends. With easy
access Fire buttons
on both sides of
its small case,
this model is
suitable for
left and right-
handed

Atari Robotics

Control battery-operated robots
such as Lego from your ST with
this powerful and easy-to-use
package. It contains an interface
card and software, both designed
for use by people without
electronics experience.

The manual takes users from
the basics through to building
sophisticated models, with the
help of clear diagrams and
examples.

A KRR

Jeoe

A\
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Trackball

Ever fancied a mouse alternative,
but been put
off by poor
trackball
designs? Well,
we've found the
answer - the
Legend Ball.

This 320 dots
per inch trackball
has been ergonomi-
cally built, putting all
controls within easy reach of
your fingers and featuring a
smooth platform on which to
rest your palm.

While the mouse pointer is
controlled by your thumb, item
selection can be made easily
without removing 1)
your hand from the 2
device.

An external floppy drive which
plugs straight into the back of the
ST can benefit every type of user
- from games player to publisher.

Disk copying is faster and easier
once a drive has been fitted, and
there’s no need for inconvenient
disk swapping when using power-
ful software.

The advantages of owning a
second drive - and what better
way is there of expanding your
system than choosing this
bargain-priced but
high quality device?

This high resolu-
tion replacement
for the chunky
and sluggish
Atari mouse
is perfect
for use
alongside all your
leisure and business
applications.
Switchable between ST and
Amiga use, the stylish Eklipse
maodel features micro-switch tech-
nology to give smooth operation,
easy use and ONLY

durability. £9.99

With more and more memory-
hungry programs being launched
for Atari computers, there's
never been a better time to
upgrade yours.

Extra memaory will enable you to
play the most exciting simulation
games, use powerful graphics
drawing programs or even design
colourful pages with the latest
publishing software.

We've put together options for
all types of Atari enthusiast - and
with the STFM boards you'll be
able to extend the memory up to
4Mb of memory at a later date.

They're all at really competitive
prices, with a service available for

buyers who don’t feel

confident ta fit the FROM
upgrade themselves. 1% 1)
512k STE....
STE to 2Mb
STE to 4Mb
512k STFM

STFM 2Mb.
STFM 4Mb




ively presents

saving ways to stretch your 85T's limits...

Midi Stu Master

This Midi sequencer
- which previously
sold for £99 -
enables you to
turn your ST
into a fully-
fledged music
controller.

With this software and compati-
ble synthesiser keyboard you can
write, store and playback stun-
ning compositions just like the
professionals.

Its features include 100 track
storage, 240 PP resolution, Midi
standard file compatible, real-
time mix-down via mouse, real-
time scrolling arrange

window and pipeline ONLY

module system. £9.99
Internal Drive

Imagine the

advantages

of upgrading
a single-
sided floppy
disk drive to a
double-sided
version.

If you're still using the old style
single-sided drive, then you'll
have already found that most of
the latest software doesn’t work
with your ST. Replace it with this
internal model and you'll be able
ta run all programs, including
your existing collection, and have
double the storage capacity on
every disk.

The drive is easy to fit but
because official Atari drives are
no longer available, some small
alterations will be
needed to the
5T's case.

ONLY
£39.99

TOS upgrade

Give your ST the extra features and improve-
ments of the latest operating system but keep
I with all your

With TOS 2.06 you'll be give your computer a
brilliant new look, and have the ability to put
frequently used folders and files onto the desk-
top for easy access.

Extra icons are available for folders and hard
drives, keyboard shortcuts make control easier, the desk-
top’s colour can be changed and GEM programs set to run
automatically.

Its support for high density floppy drives is just
another reason why this bargain upgrade is right for you.
A fitting service is available.

1]
£59.99

Fitting and return delivery

We reaiise that man ST owners would lave

to fit memary and T0S upgrades, and
the power offered by extra memory o nit

be abl
even arrange for your mach
back
hoose this se
u iter just yet
leading Upgran
2 will

why we've teamed up with y
Wil rranpe A coave

s i
R i fickis o v . 5 st o

r=--

1 Fillin this form and send it to Upgrade Centre, Europa House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Y
-

1 O 512« STE upgrade 899 (7 Mouse £9.99

1 O stE memory to 2vb £49.99 [ Trackball £24.99

I O stEmemorytoamb...............£99.99 (7 Midi Studio Master..... £9.99

I O3 512k STFM upgrade £20.99 3 Robokit c1900 |

I O stmemn £74.99 3 Joystick. £2.99 1

I O stemamy .£129.99 (7 705 2.06 (STE)...... £59.99 :

1 O internal floppy £39.99 () T0s 2.06 (STFM) £59.99 1

1 O external fioppy .£57.99 (3 Fitting and return delivery .. £19.99 1

1 Ploase add £1 pe K

1 Ut e o 172200 s o vl il sk 1
| wish to pay by... :

| (ICheque/postal order payable to Europress Enterprise Ltd 1

1

§ O Credit Card No [ A 1CT T T expirydate_ H

1 \ame

1 1

| Address 1

: Postcode Daytime phone :

[ | Pleas your ST to the above address. The 1

I Upgrade Centre will contact custor iesting the Tick this box if you do not wish to receive I

fitling service with full addre g details promotional materialfrom ather companies

o e ]
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Back to Basic

| have recently bought an Atari |040STE and
have also just started attending an evening
course in Basic programming.

I got the ST purely so | could practice my
programming skills at home. The ST cost me a
mere £175 and came with 35 programs includ-
ing word processors, games and, more appro-
priacely, ST Basic.

The person | bought it from recommended
that | get hold of another version of Basic, as
the one which came with the ST is not very
powerful and is unfriendly to use. | also do not
have the manual.

| am therefore looking for a good Basic
language which is powerful and will not become
too simple for me when | eventually master the
subject and wish to create more complex
programs.

I am also interested in the Falcon computer
and, although | can't afford one at the moment,
| would like a package which can be used on
the Falcon.

| have a budget of £120 to spend on a
decent package and would appreciate any
recommendations.

| Strickland, Northampton

Your friend is right about ST Bas
very friendly at all and is not very powerful
compared to the Basics which are available
at the moment.

The ideal package for your needs is
HiSoft Basic 2, which is currently at v2.1. It
costs £99.95 and boasts complete Falcon
compatibility and support.

There are extensive Falcon library
routines for accessing all the internal goodies
within the Falcon as well as all Atari
computers.

HiSoft are renowned for producing
excellent documentation with their soft-
ware packages and HiSoft Basic 2 is no
exception.

The manual includes both tutorial
sections for beginners and comprehensive
reference sections for the more experi-
enced. For more information, contact
HiSoft on 0525 718181.

Monitor TV
| currently use a Sony Trinitron FST TV with
my Atari 1040STFM and have decided to treat
myself to an SC1224 colour monitor, which my
friend says | can have for £80.
My question is that if | get this monitor, will |
be able to use it to receive TV broadcasts too?
Neil Havers, Southampton

No. The SC1224 is not capable of receiving
TV signals because it lacks the necessary
tuner hardware. It is feasible that given the
right modifications, it could be made to
receive signals, but | would think the cost
involved would prohibit development.

Besides, you already have a perfectly
good TV now, so why would you want to get
rid of it?

If you were thinking of selling the TV in
order generate funds to buy the SC1224,
you should first check to see if your
Sony Trinitron has a Scart socket on the
back .

If it has, you can buy appropriate leads
to connect your ST to the TV via this
socket. Doing this vastly improves the image
quality over that of the TV because the
signal is direct RGB instead of RF. It won’t
be quite as crystal clear as using a SC1224,
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s0 you will have to balance the options of
being without a TV over that of the differ-
ence in image quality between the Scart
method and dedicated monitor.

All change
When | put a disk in the internal drive of my
520ST and open a window to show the
contents, and then remove the disk and insert
another, how come the ST still shows the files
of the previous disk?

| always have to close the window and
open another one to view the files on the
new disk. Is there a patch program which can
cure this annoying problem?

C Burgess, Avon

There is no patch program to do what you
wish. However, your problem with having
to close and open another windows to
view the new contents is easily solved by
simply pressing the Esc key. This tells the

into your computer, so it’s advisable to
take advantage of System Solutions, fitting
service if you are not handy with a solder-
ing iron.

The T28 and T36 boards cost £189 and
£279 respectively with NVDI on offer for a
discounted £39.95 if you buy it with one of
the boards. You can contact System
Solutions on 081 - 693 1919.

Unfriendly manval
Since buying my 1040STFM a couple of months
ago, | have been trying to get to grips with
using it and failing miserably

I bought the ST because | am interested
in all things electronic and for £100 |
couldn’t resist buying my firsc computer.
However, | am beginning to think that,
at my age, | am destined never to under-
stand the workings of these computer
beasties.

After reading through the manual, | was

Advice

ST to re-read the disk directory and will
then update the currently active window
to display the new information.

Software speed-up

1 have recently managed to buy Calamus v1.09
to do some newsletters for my local church.
However, My 1040STE, which has been
upgraded to 4Mb, still suffers from a annoy-
ingly slow screen update rate in mono.

1 wondered if there is any way to speed up
the screen drawing as it tends to get frustrat-
ing when using Calamus with particularly
complex pages. | can only afford about £80 for
whatever suggestion you may have in mind.

T Simmons, Derbyshire

System Solutions are the people who can
help you. They supply various products
which can vastly increase the speed at
which your computer operates.

On your budget, NVDI, the software
accelerator is the one to go for. Once
installed, you can expect an increase in
graphics performance well in excess of 100
per cent.

Should you find yourself with a larger
budget, you may like to go for the hard-
ware alternative which System Solutions
offer.

The T28 or T36 hardware accelerator
boards can be fitted to increase the speed
of your average 8MHz ST to a blistering
28 or 36MHz.

What’s more, you can also use NVDI in
conjunction with the boards to squeeze
even greater performance out of your
machine. The hardware alternative does
require you to have the boards soldered

totally at a loss on some of the techniques
required to operate the damn thing. Please
could you recommend a more friendly manual
to help me get to grips with my computer?

P Allen, Sheffield

I doubt if your age has anything to do with
not being able to get to grips with the ST.
It is general knowledge that the manual
supplied with the ST is far from adequate
and totally lacking in clarity.

Such is the case that a book called Your
Second Manual was released some time
back which aimed to explain the ins and
outs of the ST in a down to earth, no
jargon infested manner.

ST - Club managed to obtain a limited
number of them and may still have some in
stock. Give them a ring on 0602 455250.

TOS upgrade

My friend and | both have a 520STE computer.
| have TOS 1.06 and my friend has recently
upgraded to TOS 2.06 with a switcher board
that allows him to have TOS 1.06 on hand as
well.

I now wish to upgrade too, but when my
friend did so, he didn't get a manual that lists
the extra features in v2.06. Thus, he has been
blindly exploring the various features and
noting them down.

Surely when you upgrade to a superior
version of computer operating system, you
should also get appropriate documentation
listing the enhanced features?

K Samuel, West Yorkshire

I would guess that your friend did not get
his upgrade from Compo Software, the
only UK company officially licensed by



Atari to duplicate the TOS 2.06 Eproms. As
such, they also are able to supply the offi-
cial 38-page TOS v2.06 documentation
manual as well as a fitting instruction
‘manual.

You also get a disk containing the latest
Atari hard drive utilities (AHDI) and
Xcontrol, Atari’s extensible control panel
utility complete with various CPX modules.

But if you are about to upgrade your
own computer, | suggest that you check
out our latest readers’ offers on page 46.

You will find that we are selling TOS
2.06 at an attractive price of only £59.99,
and we can even arrange for fitting.

STOS starter
| have recently been given the STOS Basic
programming language from a friend. The pack
includes the manual, compiler, STOS
Interpreter and STOS 3D.

1 am keen to start writing children’s educa-

SERVICE

tional games, which are sadly too few in
number these days, and STOS seems to
offer good graphics and sound features to
do this.

The STOS manual is good but | was wonder-
ing if there are any newsletters or other tutor-
ial books on tricks and tips and generally
getting the most out of STOS.

1 have tried various bookstores with no luck.
Please can you help?

P Ellwel, Wigan

The Beginners Guide To STOS from MT
Software is just what you need. It weighs in
at a hefty 611 pages, complete with two
disks containing all the examples mentioned
in the guide.

There are 26 chapters in all, covering
topics such as using the editor, screen
manipulation, graphics, sound and much
more. It’s the most comprehensive guide to
STOS currently available.

It costs £29.95 including £3 post and
packing. You can contact MT Software for
a copy on 0983 756056

Mac to ST disk

1 have recently bought an Apple Mac llci to
allow me to take work home. | have also had
an Atari Mega STE 4 for three years.

1 often use both computers as they each are
better at doing certain things than the
other. It would be very advantageous if | could
transfer files between the two computers but
obviously the disk formats are totally incompat-
ible.

1 have various utiities for the ST which allow
me to format PC compatible disks but are
there any such utilities for formatting Mac
disks?

R Lewis, Shropshire

There are no utilities available for the ST
which allow you to format Mac-compatible
disks. However, there are utilities for the
Mac which allow them to use PC-compati-
ble disks, such as PC Exchange.

Installing this will allow your Mac to
read, write and even format PC disks. So,
using it in conjunction with the PC utilities
for the ST will mean easy and painless file
transfers between your two computers.

Trying comms

After eagerly awaiting delivery of my first
modem for three months, it has finally arrived.
My pride and joy is a Courier HST which was
rapidly connected to my ST within millisec-
onds of the local postie handing it over.

After hooking it up, | quickly loaded my Mini
Office comms software, which my friend
generously donated to me when he sold all his
ST software before going to work abroad.

I half expected lots of problems to surface

considering this was my first dip into the world
of comms, but to my surprise, everything was
going smoothly.

After a month of exploring and finding out
about CIX and CompuServe, | now find myself
requiring a program which offers much more
than the relatively simple Mini Office package.

I have found two shareware programs on
bulletin boards which | am considering. They
are Uniterm and the Freeze Dried package.
Which one of them, in your opinion, is the one
10 go for?

A Burgess, Liverpool

There is not much between Uniterm and
Freeze Dried, they are both good programs.
However, | have recently come across an
excellent package called Connect, which |
believe is currently at v2.46.

This is the best comms program | have
seen and is packed with all manner of
features, including full compatibility across
all Atari computers (Falcon, TT and so on),
various terminal emulations, such as
complete VT 100, VT220, VT102 and ANSI
standards.

As with Uniterm and Freeze Dried,
Connect is available in demo form to try
before you buy. If you do find it’s just the
package you’re looking for, you can get the
complete package, including printed
manual, for £29.95 from System Solutions
(081-693 1919), who are handling the regis-
tration.

Falcon monitor
1 have recently bought a Falcon computer with
4Mb and 65Mb IDE hard drive. At the moment,
1 am using a SC1224 colour monitor with my
Falcon, which is working fine.

However, | have the opportunity of buying a

second-hand 15in SVGA Samsung monitor
from a friend who is selling his PC. If | buy the
monitor (which by the way will cost me £100)
will | be able to use it with my Falcon?

| Williams, Wirral

£100! That's quite a bargain for a I5in
SVGA. The monitor will indeed work with
the Falcon but you will need a VGA
adapter to connect it to the Falcon’s
19-pin monitor socket.

VGA adaptors are available from all
good retailers who sell the Falcon, so
phone around for the best deal.

Colour grabb
I'm a Falcon owner and am very impressed
by the growing number of graphics programs
which are becoming available, particularly
in the raytracing area.

I've always been interested in computer
graphics and when | found out that Atari's
new machine features
a speedy 68030 and
vastly superior graph-
ics | just had to have
one.

| am soon to start a
Falcon club newsletter
and would like a utility
for grabbing screens.
Please could you
recommend a suitable
package?

B. Hopkins, Sheffield

The program you
need is Imagecopy 2 from The ST Club
(0602 410241). Not only does it offer
screen grabbing, it's also the ideal tool for
printing colour pictures.

What's more, it's an accessory so it's
instantly available when needed.

No Falcon owner interested in computer
graphics should be without this utility.
What’s more, it’s only £19.95.

Got a problem?

Are you at the point of taking an
axe to your ST? Do you want to
pulverise your printer? Well just count
to ten and relax. Then, jot down
the problems you are having, along

h a detailed description of your
setup.

Include information on the type
of ST you have, the TOS version
(if known), what peripherals are
attached and any extra hardware
that lurks inside your computer
(accelerators, graphics cards and so
on) and P'll do my very best to give a
solution.

For those who have had problems
and overcome them, chances are that
someone somewhere is having the
same problems and would benefit from
your advice.

So get in print and send any tips or
suggestions that other users may find

all tips and cries for

Darren Evans, Advice Service,
Europa House,

Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP
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he history of Digital Arts (DA)
reads like a history of Atari DTP
in Germany, as it involves most of
the big names. Its origins are in
the company called 3K.

The Ks stood for the surnames of the
current general manager Giinter Kreidl,
his brother Wolfgang and Gerd Knops.

3K were founded to market various
hardware devices built by the threesome
in their spare time for personal use. The
product palette included things like
printer switch boxes, the very first
external ST keyboard and other inter-

ces.
The only available DTP programs at
the time were for the exorbitantly
expensive Macintosh. An ST user could
only use it with a Mac emulator.

After wrestling with this unreliable and
unnecessarily complex setup it was
decided to develop an ST-based DTP
program. In the course of his job Giinter
kept close tabs on other DTP companies
in Germany which is how he heard of
DMC.

Having seen a demonstration of, you
guessed it, the very first prototype of
Calamus, it was immediately clear that's

Right from the beginning,

exactly what they wanted and it made no
sense to duplicate the effort. Instead,
Giinter and Gerd started working to
port Calamus to the PC.

However, it soon became evident that
what they saw was more a prototype
than a working program, so it was
decided to rewrite Calamus and involve
Giinter and Gerd more closely with the
Adari version. This was weeks before the
legendary 1987 Dilsseldorf show where
DMC showed Calamus for the first time.

CONTRACT

The DMC contract gave 3K limited
Calamus distribution rights s 3K shifted
focus to DTP by employing graphic
artists and building up a dealer network.

In the meantime DMC turned to Atari
who used Calamus to launch the Mega
ST. In Germany, each buyer of the
machine got a free copy of Calamus. A
month later this turned into a bundle,

Digital Arts have shown extreme

dedication to product quality and
its the

support. Don Maple vi

e
DA'’s Picture, image processing at its best

leaving 3K in a very precarious financial
position.

3K’s investments into Calamus distrib-
ution were high but now all of a sudden
their market was gone, hitting the
company hard and forcing them to reor-
ganise. They decided to return to hard-

ware, showing the first removable
hard disk for the ST at the 1988
Disseldorf show.

A year later, at the 1989 show,
3K were re-established as a soft-
ware house thanks to Retouche.
This was a program by Jochen
Riekhof, a contract programmer,

who joined the company on the

German firm to see what
makes them tick

Who are the people behind DA's software

Software houses are only as good as their programmers. At DA this
responsibility rests on the shoulders of four people: Ginter Kreidl,
Jochen Riekhof, Marcus Jiirgens and Peter Egger.

As a team the group have worked together since the beginning of
1989 with Peter Egger joining in 1990. However, they all live and work
hundreds of kilometres apart.

All four are totally different personalities and, by their own admis-
sions, would have trouble working together in the same office.
Nevertheless, they are all very good friends and the four complement
each other perfectly as a very rich product palette clearly proves.

They specialise in diffe as following their own interests and
everyone contributes something to each DA product. Due to long
distances everything is done over the phone and fax - a typical case
study of telecommuting

Most of this data exchange occurs at night when various program
modules and image fi exchanged and the modems run hot.

Giinter Kreidl
Ginter comes with a v rich back-
ground suited very well to his current job.
His contact with computers dates back to
his student days where he found it boring
to have to wait for the university main-
frames so he bought the British made
NASCOM Z80 computer. This was
followed by a CPIM system, a
Commodore 64 and in 1986 the first ST.
He started programming as a hobby

but quickly turned that into a job writing accounting software. He also
published a NASCOM user newsletter and eventually started working
as a journalist in 1982

Since he not only wrote the articles but also did the layout this led to
increased interest in DTP software. Disappointed that the only DTP
available was on the Mac, he joined the original Calamus team in 1987
to produce similar software for the ST. This eventually led to the job of
product manager at 3K ComputerBild.

Giinter’s experiences make him focus on production and ergonomics.
Having been in publishing himself he believes that only someone who
has had to make last minute changes to a layout, insert ads, and the like
can appreciate a user’s needs. All this makes Giinter the concept man
behind DA's products.

Even though Giinter programmed in many different languages, rang-
ing from Basic and Pascal to Forth and various assemblers, at the
moment he concentrates on program design and new technologies.

To this end he uses interpretive languages for prototyping and is
particularly fond of GFA Basic. It lets him prototype quite quickly and
then pass the ideas on.

With his journalistic background Giinter is the natural choice to
write user’s guides for all DA's products.

Jochen Riekhof
Like many of his contemporaries, Jochen was introduced to computing
through ZX81 and Basic. However, the first computer he actually
bought was an Atari XL.

His first programs in Atari Basic reflected his interest in speaker
design. Later he moved on to Turbo-Basic written by Frank Ostrowsky




and the management who wanted to
focus exclusively on the NeXT. In the
end the developers left 3KC and, in the
middle of 1992, founded Digital Arts
GmbH, Germany.

This caused other problems because
Riekhof and Egger, as outside contrac-
tors at 3KC, owned the software while
3KC owned the documentation and utili-
ties written by — now former — employ-
ees Kreidl and irgens. The resolution
was a licensing agreement giving 3KC
distribution and support rights.

However, the licence severely limited
DA's future developments as they were
not allowed to release competing prod-

strength of his di
expertise.

The program was very well received
and introduced 3K to a company called
ComputerBild resulting in a merger to
form 3K ComputerBild (3KC). At this
time Gerd Knops left to work for TmS —
another German Atari graphic giant.

The new company grew by leaps and
bounds increasing their 1989 turnover of
DM500,000 to DMI.8 million in 1990
and then to DM3.6 million in [991. This
success was the result of 3KC’s goal to
make the ST a professional DTP plat-
form providing both software and hard-
ware, such as ST typesetter interface.

tal image processing  constantly being delayed so 3KC decided
to go ahead and write their own.

The main driving forces were Peter
Egger with his graphic background and
Gilinter with his layout experience. The
result — Didot Professional — took only
nine months to develop and was intro-
duced at the 1991 Diisseldorf show.

3KC started working with other
companies such as Polaroid and, for the
first time, exhibited in the USA where
contact was made with NeXT who were
looking for a DTP package.

This led to an internal conflict
between the developers who wanted to
continue developing on both platforms,

SCANNERS

Retouche Professional appeared in
1990 and thanks to its scanner module,
3KC sold more Epson scanners than
anyone in the world for two years in a
row.

The firm also took over the distribu-
tion of the Didot Line Art vector graphic
program, a Swiss product by Peter Egger
who was the last to join today’s DA
line-up.

In 1991 3KC released their first
colour image processing program,
Retouche Professional CD, but what was
missing at that time was a colour DTP
program. Calamus SL's release was

DA's Vector Pro, full

who was later to become the author of the famous GFA Basic for the
ST.

Having seen a friend’s ST, Jochen was so taken with it that in 1987
he bought one with a mono monitor, which to this day is the favourite
German configuration. He also changed languages, partly because of
his studies, and switched to C.

His interest in DTP was peaked at CeBIT 1987 where he saw
ImageStudio on the Mac. A friend claimed that such a program was
only possible on a Mac. Jochen proved him wrong a week later with
the first version of what was eventually to become Retouche.

A chance meeting with 3K in 1988 - where he bought a monitor
switch ~ turned into a co-operation and the release of Retouche in
1989, Jochen's first commercial program.

This was followed by Retouche Professional and Retouche
Professional CD for the newly merged company 3K ComputerBild.
During this time Jochen also flirted with the NeXT-Cube where he
gained experience with object oriented programming in the guise of
Objective-C.

Jochen's biggest contribution to the DA team is his enormous
knowledge in the area of image processing. He's been involved
the subject for over seven years and four major products.

He not only wrote the first Atari image processing program
Retouche but also the latest DA’s Picture. Anything that has to do
with image processing such as colour separation or correction has
been written by Jochen.

He is a true computer specialist and his interests are programming
languages and user interfaces. Jochen’s favourite language is C, either
as Objective-C or plain C on the ST. He does not particularly like C++

leo presentations

ucts to 3KC. To get around this,
towards the end of 1992 Digital Arts

, Switzerland was founded to release
GT Look 2 and shortly thereafter DA's
Vector.

Without developers, 3KC fell on hard
times and in May 1993 ceased trading.
Al program rights reverted back to DA
which completely refurbished them,
including the production of new manuals
and packaging.

DA also lowered prices and changed
the names from Retouche and Didot to
DA’s DTP System, DA's Repro and DA's
Layout. A widespread update action
followed to bring in as many users as
possible. Today DA continue this twin

>

but is very interested in Smalltalk.

Like most programmers he prefers working odd hours, starting
around noon and going on until early morning, usually crashing into
bed after 3am. He likes listening to music while he works and
music taste is very eclectic ranging from heavy metal and pop to
Varese and Bach.

Marcus Jiirgens

One of DA’s strengths is in hard- s —
ware interface technology and

Marcus Jiirgens, the main low level

programmer, is responsible for all BL

scanner and printer software. In

short - drivers.

His experience in assembler M
makes him also the man to take 5
care of optimising any performance-
critical code. For example, all
rendering routines which are independent of number of colours and
the type of graphic card were written by Marcus. Because of this
Marcus is the co-author of all DA programs.

Somewhat unusually he started programming in 1980 in Basic on a
FX-602P pocket calculator. It wasn’t until he got a Commodore 64
that he really took to assembler and tried his hand at demos.

Even though he wanted an Amiga - which were not available at the
time - he ended up getting an ST in 1986. The main reason was to

>
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company approach. The Swiss DA,
wholly owned by the programmers,
develop new products and have all rights
to them. They also carry all development
costs including paying contractors.

The German DA does all manufactur-
ing, including manuals and packaging, and
has worldwide distribution rights —
usually through other distributors. Since
January this year, DA Germany also deals
with customers directly, maintaining an
even closer contact. Even though 80 per
cent of people buy programs from their
local distributor, most deal with DA
Germany directly to get their updates.

DA also plan to branch out into other
platforms which are of particular interest
to British computer users. DA's Picture
will appear on the Acorn Archimedes in
May. DA's Photo Screening for Windows
and the Macintosh are also planned.

In the UK, DA's products are distrib-
uted by CGS-ComputerBild. DA people
worked with Ray Cross, the boss of
CGS, back in the 3K days so it was only
natural to continue this partnership.
CGS ComputerBild (081-679 7307) will
also carry DA's products for other plat-
forms.

DA's Layout, a powerful typesetting software

The programmers

The product palette

October 92 - GT Look 2

December 92 - DA’s Vector

July 93 - DA’s DTP System BW and CD
(formerly Retouche and Didot)

October 93 - DA’s Vector Pro

December 93 - DA’s Picture

May 94 - The product palette is completely
reorganised as DA’s Layout comes out it four
different versions:

DA’s Layout Light BW v2.3 (black &
white). Conceived as an entry version for the
first-time buyer, the program design is identi-
cal to higher versions except that certain
features are left out. This is particularly inter-
esting for the Falcon user who wants to give
DTPatry.

DA’s DTP System BW (black & white)
ncluding DA’s Layout v3.3. This a complete
black and white DTP system.

DA’s DTP System CD (colour) including
DA’s Layout 4.3. This colour version has
many new features and it also works in two
monitor mode. Most users work on a big
screen mono monitor and use a smaller
colour monitor to check the results.

DA's DTP System TC (true colour) includ-
ing DA’s Layout v5.3. This is the top of the
line version created to work on all graphic
cards and in all colour resolutions.

In addition, the latter three products
comprise the corresponding image processing
Repro version either BW or CD.

As Atari shifted the focus from the TT to a
consumer machine like the Falcon DA had to
adapt and address a much wider audience in
addition to the professional user.

This widening of the user base resulted in
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DA's Repro, processed image ready for printing

programs such as DA’s Vector, DA’s Vector
Pro and DA's Picture, the latter for example
having Kodak CD capabilities right from the
start. These programs cost between £100 and
£200 and run in all resolutions.

The new concept is to have advanced
features to satisfy the professional user at a
price attractive to a wider market. This is
also why DA’s Vector is the first multimedia
DTP program including capabilities such as
animation for production of videos.

The brand new DA's Movie goes a step
further in that it provides a library of
300 predefined video effects for people who
would find it too hard to create them from
scratch.

In that way DA not only continue to
support Atari but also adapt to new develop-
ments such as the Falcon which they see as a
strong video machine.

To this end DA work closely with other
companies such as Overscan and Matrix to
expand Falcon’s video with genlocks and reso-
lution enhancers.

n the professional market, DA are focus-
ing on the Atari, Mac and PC machines, with
programs such as DA’s Photo Screening.
Building on their traditional strengths in
colour correction and separation, the
company are also employing the cutting
edge technology of frequency modulated
screening.

>

start programming in C, the language of the future as everyone thought.

However, since the Atari developer kit was so pitiful he reverted
back to assembly. His first program was a fractal landscape generator.
The speed of assembler over C and Basic impressed Marcus so much
he stuck to assembler from then on.

His first contact with 3K was writing printer and scanner accessories
for Retouche. Marcus quickly found his niche as assembler program-
mer writing time-critical and interrupt routines. He also wrote low
level scanner interfaces including GT-Look, the Epson scanner driver,
and rendering routines for DA’s Vector.

Marcus is also one of the rare people outside the UK to have and
work on the Acorn Archimedes, currently porting DA’s Layout. He
also owns a number of other computers including a TT, Mega ST,
Amiga 500 and a PC.

A great games fan, Marcus has almost every game ever released. If
DA ever wanted to branch out into games he would be the man to do

. All of his friends actually work for games companies.

In addition to computers he also plays games on his Mega Drive,
Super NES and PC-Engine. These include Dungeon Master, Doom,
Musha Aleste, Xevious and Galaga, while listening to the Beatles,
F.G.T.H., Queen, The The and ZZ Top.

Peter Egger

Peter, the only Swiss team member, is mainly responsible for repro
graphics and fonts. As a long term graphic artist and the owner of a
graphic agency between 1976 and 1992 he is very well versed in the
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requirements of a DA’s program end user. Like Giinter he's a user-

-programmer.

s computer background started quite uniquely, in buying a Tl
99/4A in 1986 when it was “horrendously expensive”. His first
programming steps were made in Basic and Tl-assembler.

As an electronics engineer he had no problem building his own hard-
ware such as the 68000 board he saw in a German computer magazine.
This gave him the taste of 68000 assembler so in 1987 he got his first
ST, a 1040, together with Publishing Partne

He used the computer professionally for typesetting technical docu-
mentation. To this end he bought Calamus as soon as it became avail-
able but there was a severe lack of fonts and he didn’t like the supplied
font editor.

“It took me over two weeks to create only the normal character set
of a font,” he says, so the natural progression was to write his own.
This is how the legendary Didot Fonteditor came to be. As all good
software, it was written for his own use but ended up being distributed
by Atari Switzerland.

Having mastered the basic concepts and techniques he set his sights
on a vector drawing program and produced Didot Line Art. Thanks to
this program he got in touch with the other members of the DA crew.
As a result of this he developed the whole Layout series of programs.

As a programmer and a long-time graphic artist with experience in
typography and layout, Peter brings with him the technical know-how.

This is most apparent in DA’s Vector and DA’s Layout. He programs
in a mixture of C and assembler where the latter accounts for about 40
per cent of his work. Peter also designs DA’s product packaging so he
continues to be an active user as well.
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aspian Software, a recently
established, London-based
games company, are taking a
gamble. By the fime you read
this, their Rock ‘n’ Roll Cloms will be avail-
able via mail order fo any Atari owner
who is frothing at the mouth for some
ameplay.
O e woud shy away from
such a financial risk with the machines in
such a weak pos market place.

The men in white shirts, braces and
polka dot fes would surely chucke and fel
you that creating something for a computer
that is fast becoming extint really isn't the
‘way fo make substantial amounts of money.

On the other hand, Chris Dillon, man-
aging director of the company, isn't that
greegy According fo Atari, there were one
million STs sold in Britain and Dillon reck-
ons there must be 100,000 il in use. A
mojorl of thse are being used by games
players and this is not seen as a big
enough market for investment by large
companies.

Because of this, the ST market has fallen
down fo the shareware and PD level
Wik the home grown scene does have s
fair share of classics, at the end o the day
if's not up to professional scrach in many

coses,

With this b in software files, very -
Yo compelon from oher fims and a fir
number of owners sl wanfing to use their

oysicks once n a while insead o he key-
Lourd, it seemed an ideal time for Caspian
Software to emerge. The company are
interested in provijing a senvice for their
fimte ronge cf cusomers and buikling up
a solid reputation for gaming fifes.

In August last year, Dillon started the
clam rolling by “tapping in fo the falent’,
hunting out and silfing through progrom-
mers who could become part of Caspian's
programing base.

He beleves that the ground breaking
coders of yesteryear are part of a dying
breed that, thanks to the blandness and
conformity of most console games, have
been ushered back info their bedrooms and
told o put a plug in their creativity. Dilon is
adamant about using these people fo create:
fresh, imaginative and inferesting software.

Dilon i oo  long ferm Afari fan and
‘when it comes fo moving fo other formats,
he's convinced that f you spread yoursel
across other machines, you'l end up devel-
oping games for the base model and
ignoring the high-end computers such os
the Falcon.

This philosophy for making the most out
of the available hardware is ideally exem-
plified by Rock ‘n’ Roll Clams, their first
release.

56 ST

Preview - Rock 'n’ Roll Clams

Machines: ST upwards
with 1Mb of RAM

s for s conceps go, Rock ' Roll Clams
is in a very viable position for attaining the
title “original”.

The story revolves around Caspar, o
clam that, with his friends, lives under the
ocean. One day, while listening to an
orchestra on a school frip, they hear some
funky music for away on the shore.

Making their way past their feacher, the

Behind this red door is
one of the few forward thinking ST
developers in the world

power-ups and other bonus obiects

These come in the form of hats that give
various special abilities
such as figh, f

aquatic fruants head towards the thumping
beat only to be scooped up in a fish net
and sold to a local trader. Fortunately for
Caspar, he drops out of the paper bag and
rolls away. Can he find his friends and
bring back the mysterious music?

TEe plot may not be in the running
for a Booker prize but at least it's
vaguely fresh. The gameplay is pre-
sented s a vertical scroller where
the player must help Caspar
through 100 levels and hid-
den screens fo form a band
and rescue his mates.

This is achieved by
making  your
way to the
eng of the
zone as fast
as possible in
the time limit
Gravity plays a
large part - the
majority of the
gameplay is spent
dropping through
the levels, bounc-
ing off platforms
and trying to posi-
tion yourself fo pick
up the various

Rock 'w’ Roll
Clams is put
through its paces




helmets to impale the enemy on. There is
seriously large array of foe fo avoid or
destroy accompanied by ofher hazards
and obstacles.

One of the game's strongest features is
the two-player version, presented in split
screen and pitting opponents against each
other in a race to get to the end first

This is made all the more interesting
hrough your abily fo disable your fellow

player with various objects.
Grab a large weight and
drop it down on the oppos-

ing clam to hinder his

progress. The other player

can defend them self

Action FEATURE

@& The plot may
not be in the running
for a Booker prize
but at least ifs

vaguely fresh  H)

by shooting up an umbrella to stop the
impact o the impending shellcracker.
The graphics are quite simple but effec-

]

Avoid the cigarette butts and try to disable your opponent

tive and the movement flvid. Sound is of a
very high standard, with effects continually
hurtling out of the speakers.

As mentioned in the introduction, one of
the best features of the package is the
compatibility with all Atari machines and
the program's ability to take into account
the specific capabilities of your own
compuer.

Rock ‘n’ Roll Clams registers bltter
chips and uses them to improve the

While much of the software i

scrolling. Sound can be selected fo come
from the monitor or, if you have speakers,
pumped out in full stereo. The game is also
hard disk installable, so there are no long
waits while the tifle boots in

Rock ' Roll Clams is shaping up fo be
an addictive litfle number with polished
gameplay especially in two-player mode
Look out for a full review within the next
two months.

dustry

has turned its back on the ST and
Falcon, one company is going
against the grain with their games.

CONTRIN.LLER

Grab the saxophones and form a band to win the game

Due to the program's versatility, Jaguar power pads can be used as well
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Action FEATURE

Zero-5

Machines: STE upwards
with 1Mb of RAM

Hicden deep ithin Cospian's hrd chives is
their next release, Zero-5, a 3D polygon-
bosed space shoot‘em-up in the mould of
i e e by
Andrew Gisy:

il ome way from release, this i shaping
up o be a mustbuy produc fo he midde of

e year.
Toking on the role of o pilot, you must
the earth from lien attack with dozens
of missions needed fo succeed. Your four of
ity inches rveling frough
deep space fo meet enemy
convys head on ond
shoofing across aster-
oid and plaret sur-
foces toking out alien
installafions.

At first glance,
the graphics are
mighty impressive
with smooth frame
update and digitised
sound fo maich. On one mis-
sion, you're thrust into a firing
frrzy with enemy cargo shs.

Shoofing away at one section of the large
croft resuls n @ bimapped explosion ~ shoot
the ship’s reacor fo pieces and the whole lot
goes upinsmoke,

On s release, Zero-5 will cost £19.99
ond come with three or four mission disks fo
savour. Caspion plon fo release furher sce-
narios fo confinue the series, so lasting appeal
looks ensured.

One ofhe most novel faturesofthe game:
af an extra cost of £4.99, is the chance fo
send a passport picture of yourself o the com-

ssﬂ June 1994

the disk back, simpy load it in ond your mug
willppear nthe pit rosker on screen
Couple his with o hard drive insall (Amiga
Jopers could earn o lotfrom these guys)
and the program's abilly fo denfy diferent
hardware such as accelerator cards (for fex-
fure mapping), and you've got a game that is
being eagerly awaited in the Alori ST User

pany and they ll d;‘;;se it for you. On getfing

offces.

‘As Chris Dillon is eager to point out: “If the
Atari market is going o die, let it go out
with Zero-5."

Caspian’s future

With these two fitles on the way and the ST market hanging in the balance,
| asked Chris Dillon about the future plans for the company if the ST does
go under.

Sounding a touch cynical, the MD was a little unconvinced by all the
companies stepping forward “to put their toe in the water” by saying they
will develop for the Jaguar.

Dillon doesn’t want to make any false promises to the buying public
when Caspian decide to release a game on the Jag, it will actually appear
within a few months.

He sees any potential products being available in mid ‘95 when the
machine has finally been released in Britain and units have been sold
across the country.

As for the present state of the market, he believes that the home comput-
er and console scene is going through some revolufionary changes. The
main problem is that while hardware manufacturers keep producing new
machines, the software companies are having a hard time keeping up.

To properly find out the various hidden capabilities of a machine, it takes
from six months to a year, sometimes longer, and by the fime this has
been achieved another system has been hailed as the next best thing and
the software company has to start all over again.

Subsequently, the general public want the latest titles for the very latest

ines i d inevitably come away feeling dis-
ply don’t have time to develop
s limit.

“Computer users should start looking at what they’ve got instead of con-
stantly looking towards the horizon,” says Dillon.

With that message ringing in my ears, | leave, clutching a cuddly toy
clam and the box of their latest game hoping that this kind of company will
be around in five years fime, untouched by the sticky fingers of men in
suits running large, monolithic and faceless corporations.

& Computer users should look at
what they Ve got instead of looking

towards the horizon
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Sensible Software’s penchant for
producing zany, unusval games
continves with this novel
budget re-release

ROUI
SUNSET

ND 4
HIZOUARD

Here you can see the many locations you need to visit on the Island of Wiz

n these dismal days of almost identical

tiles being released and clone after

clone hitting our shelves, it's very

refreshing fo see something that s just so
ffrent.

Normally, tried and fested formulae are
stuck fo, churning out o multitude of similar
platformers, and it comes as a great relef fo
see something that breaks the moul

Wizkid is does this, and if you fancy an
original fife wit fas, Fenetic gomeplay then
it comes highly recommended. However,
Wizkid makes my iob horder in that it is just
so difficult to categorise, and to place in
porticular genre. So | won't - | shall describe

60 S

it and then you can make up your own
minds.

The story is similar o that of your usual

latform scenario, in that characters have
Eeer\ kidnopped by your standard obligatory
baddie and you must rescue them. In this
cose, the evil Zark has kidnopped Wizkid's
parents, Wizard and Wizball, and Nifia the
.

Corny storyline aside though, thankfully
the gameplay has lite fo do with the plot -
unless, of course, you count the fact that the
baddies you need fo ciminate ore apparently
Zark's minions.

This is where the fun starts. Each screen is

Boot Camp provides you with
some pre-game training

jam-packed with enemies who you'll need fo
destroy by bouncing bricks off them. Don't be
fooled by how simple this sounds. The bricks
ited and there are a vast number of
baddies too. No sooner do you think you've
cleared a screen than more appear.

Matters are complicated even further

ause when an enemy is hit several fimes o
prize bubble s produced. These can fake on
a number of forms. A lown's juggling nose
can be won which il enable you fo bounce
the bricks on your head and direct them ot
the baddie.

Thunder Chappers can help you in pluck-
ing the bricks out ofthe screen and throwing
them in the desired direction. Flying files can
also be cought and redirected at an enemy.

Levels are completed when all the baddies
are kiled. Allis not lost, though, i you fel fo

do tis, s the level will be repeated lter on
Other bubbles found in the game contain
various colours, which when popped send o
coloured noe fo the stave af the top of the
screen.

When all notes are collected, a bonus
tune is played resuling in collecioble coins
falling cfown boosfing the cash score needed
fo purchase items in the shop.

Al his i relofively simple, but things are
going o gel confusing. To add fo the fun,
there are also Head and Body modes!
Strange though it may sound, playing in one
of these modes determines which levels you
will ploy.

Body mode accesses the puzzle levels of
the game. Objects can be bought from the.
shop and are needed o solve the puzzles




Kill the enemies to
release bubbles and
fill the music notes

In Body mode you
access the puzzle
dimension of the game

Londscape also forms part of these puzzles
in that certain objects can be manip\/[:ﬂed fo
your acvantage by jumping on them o by
Hiting them from below

And i al this wosn' enough, the game
even contains a sub game of Crossword
2091, offeed if you fail o elimincte cll the
dliens on a fle screen. Fai the puzzle and
you will be given the chance to have another
0; succeed and you will be rewarded with
a potfull of cash.

Grophics-wise Wizkid looks as if it is
more likely to appeal fo a younger audience
because of the nature of some of the sprites,
such s penguins and bumblebees. Don't let
this put you off though because the game
doss require quife a bt of thought as well os
dexterity with the controls.

The graphics are bright and colourful -
almost kleidoscopic. The scens are varied
enough fo keep things interesting but the
screen somefimes becomes so cluttered if's
difficultto keep track of where you are.

A bigger, more obvious sprite may have

benefited the game a great deal because as.
the screens become more chaofic you fend fo
lose yourself in the background.

On the sound side, Wizkid hos o joun
accompanying fune which i in keeping wil
the theme of the game and fis nicely vih
the gameplay.

First impressions are somewhat mislead-
ing. Cufesy baddies, and rather basic first
levels, may be off-putting. Don't be misled
though, as all s not what it seems.

There is much more fo this game
than t first meets the eye and once you've
realsed allthe aspecs that exis, you'l know
for sure that you're in for a highly entertain
ing fime!

G i he o ooy
aged to produce an original and quality
piece of software. The unusual gameplay
makes a pleasant change and combining it
with a puzzle element promises 1o be a win-
ning combination.

So, that is basically Wizkid! Lef's be glod
that there is something that's perhaps so

BUDGET

ACTION

Baddies vary from bees to ducks - hardly very threatening, hey?

original that you simply cannot categorise it
Ocean describe it s “a bit of arcade” and
“the best bott‘em-up on the sofiware scene”"
Hmmm! Personally Id describe it os in
class of its own.
TINA HACKETT
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wel worlh the pennies. Don't be put
off by the high cutesy factor,either.

An excellent puz-
zm/plewmm:/




Welcome to part two of
our sensational guide
around the computer
battlefield of Virgin’s

top war-"em-up \ 4

MISSION 5, PHASE 2

siil ol the heszing weather, your commanding officers hove ordered you and your men fo desiroy a couple of
installfions.

Your starting posifion s ot the fop of a cliff. Below can be seen two huts, one of them active with  legion of enemy

. To the west o point 1 is another hut with o bazooka guard keeping look-out. Take one man fo point 1 and
agu.vy the buikling and any enemy encourtered

T A i ol o, i Yok Lo i 2 1o o i S0AR Yo okt s
many enemies here so thre shouln't be ony problem.

e e St B o o sl Bhariionl o i Rt Bk
don't moke haste wih this job \mM you have smﬂ‘u' retrieved all of the rocket ammo next fo the southermmost hut.

‘With the first two operations L)que ould head for the bozooka ngd af point 4, and as long as you are
roveling ot ullspeed you et a.uwn, lisposing of islone sdier

The same appies for paint 5 where another bazooka guard treatens your mission. But he's ot lone. Surrounding
the small island are several enemy commandos, and they foo must be eliminated, but not before the bazooka guard, as
he can wipe you out from a distance.

With this eastern side of the map nicely secured and free of enemy presence you may concenirate on the western
side. Begin with point 6. Next o the foxhole is another rocket louncher ~ ifs best o approach from the south as he
won't see you there. Then, as you get out ofthe freezing waters, et him hav it with o before moving in with the
mu:hme gun fo mop up any survivors,

Further to the west a location 7 is an over-populated barracks guarded by ~ wait for it - o bazooka operator!
‘Alwags ry fo neuralise the rocket soldier first before atfacking the barracks ifself.

Moving swil o point 8, you foce mre adversarie i the orm of fhree bazooka paol men. Use your remcining
rocke fo ki the one on the grwm! and the ones situated of the top of he clif.

Ifthe phase doesn't end after kiling the last man, search the mid areas of the map for soldiers. Somefimes the fox-
ol s  few more soldiers out o give you some grel

“e25Tmm



MISSION 5, PHASE 3

Thingsget a e more complex and much more fun now, as you are oble o borrow
enemy equipment in th form of he enemy vehcls.

Downin the south eastrn corner s skids. This marvellous piece o milfry harc-
ware is fully bulet proot but lso highy suscepibl fo rockls and collsions withthe

scenery.
‘Afer scuring your surrounding area by blowing up the hut and killng any sob
diers roaming these parts, you may send a single man to point number 2.
1fyou ravel between e rees nearby, you con caich the bazooka guard complee-
bkt i e o e sl o e
int 3 before moving on towards point 4 where another bazooka operafor needs fo
Ekilld if this mission is fo be a resounding success. The same applies for area 5 but
remember fo use the trees as cover before surprising the enemy with your trusty

is island is now nearly secured and under control with the exception of the hut fo

the south. Be sure fo throw the grenade as for from the skidu as possible, as
lorge explosions will cause the vehiclefo be damaged beyond repar.

Belore rushing info the skid fo go fo a quick sin, you must knock of the guy si

o checkpoint 6 - use a rocket for this. Then, leaping info the skidu, you must

st omp g s e e o

s so0n s the vehicle lands sofely, get your man out and fake him 1o area 7
where another lfehreatening guard scons the surrounding area fo any enemies.

That just leaves one job o do and thaf's to destroy the last building at point 8.
Wi ths simple sk complefed you can sit back and enjoy yourself, as the C.O.

inds you and your men another fine promotion.

 wha's s0 good cbout medals you may ke Wel, o your soldiers ncrease in

rank, their bilifies fo control their weapons increase accordingly. So fry fo keep casu-
e ot o minimum because we can guarantee you'l be needing some sort of super
hero for the later suicide missions.




MISSION 6 PHASE 1
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MISSION 6 PHASE 2

Supplies genfemen. Like il army unis the enemy depend upon their supples tores. Inelligence
reports ofa arge supply depotin hs orea

th enemy have o acquin
st otk nd il orybody
Proceed to point | »/hn ou'll
Hissructure o be o the s sce.
mthe map o area 2, breach the wire fence and grab what ammo
i Y Further down intis complex you'lfnd he mn stres hemselves. I ot rell heavily guard-
s ed, bot here 1 someone rsiing on th roof crmed il bezookés Barsure nc o overkok

f the map il 1 find ancther hut which must alo be desroyed. Othervise
velmit
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The latest edition of our Public Domain &
Shareware Guide is now available.

Over 200 pages, with screen shots and descriptions for hundreds of
disks of the very best in ST/STE & Falcon P.D. and Shareware.

Discover why thousands of ST
users worldwide have, for over
cight years, chosen Goodmans for
all their Public Domain and
Shareware needs.

“From only £1.

Loose Leaf Format
For Easy Updating
Divided Into 11 Main
Reference Sections
Complete With Card
Index Dividers
Subscription Available For
Updates & Amendments
Includes the STOS Source
Code Selection

Send for your copy today

Still Only

£2.95

Inclusive of UK Carriage

45 per disk !!!

The Monulator
A remarkable piece of software
that allows you to run most high
res programs on a colour TV or
Monitor.

Now Only £9.95

Video Supreme
Top rated Video Titler. Create
superb intros for your video tapes
using your existing Neo or Degas
Pics.

Only £14.95

Computer Glossary
A disk based glossary of over
400 common computer terminolo-
gy words and their meaning.

Club Dominoes
Brilliant Dominoes Program
from INFOWorks.
Fully configurable to match
all levels of expertise.

50 £21.95 £27.95
100 £37.95 £49.95

Only £5.95 Only £14.95
BULK DISKS BRANDED DISKS
ALL TOP GRADE PRODUCT OUR OWN LABEL
FULLY GUARANTEED PRESTIGE PLUS DISKS
Qty DD HD Qty DD HD
10 £4.95 £5.95 10 £5.95 £7.95
20 £8.95 £11.45 20 £11.45 £14.95

50 £27.95 £3595
100 £49.95 £64.95

Get out of youn
pearts as you send the Record Business

indo a dpin, picki

With our installed worldwide customer base, users already know we
are the ones to deal with for quality and service, therefore before you
send for any PD or Shareware, be sure to check out the Goodman
International Public Domain & Shareware Guide.

All prices include VAT & UK carriage

Goodmans (Dept STU)
J 16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, Longton,
Stoke-on-Trent ST3 1SW.

Tel: 0782 335650 Fax: 0782 316132

Including UK P&P

Helps Cosppan Claom and Band dhake, raitle
Ocean to the Jops of the Charta!

aud hang on fo your

4 )

g up youn i
along the way ts claim youn fame.
- -

Atari ST User June 1994 m



Grab your nightstick, load your
revolver and make your siren go
woo-woo in the first part of our
complete guide to Sierra’s classic
graphic adventure game

POLICE ==

exciting part of Sierra's classic adventure

ou start the adventure standing in
the moin secton of the police so-
tion. First thing you should do is
jo fo the locker room whxch it sit-
el B, s bk right doo

P ke spirs ke
everything including the obiects inside the
brefcase. Change your clc'hes, remember-
ing fo have a shower beforehand.

Stand ot your position which is at the
front right desk and wait for the briefing to
start. When it had been completed, go over
to the pigeonholes and fake the message.
Leave fhe room and take a radio extender
offthe table and your car keys off the wall.

Walk out of e stafion to your squad car,
remembering fo safety check it first by walk-
ing right around the vehicl. If you have
done i ight o messoge will appear inform
ing you that you're ready to it the streets.

200M OFF

Open the door, get in and start the car.
Drive around the streets getfing used fo the
controls and your whereabouts unfl you get
a call reporting an accident and zoom off fo
the scene of the occurrence. When you see
the incden, pull over and stop the cor.

Use your radio, open the door and get
out of your squad car. Walk over to the
crashed cor and examine it. Try fo give first
aid to the driver and then falk to the crowd
of people who cre standing nearby.

When the man has finished telling you
what he saw, use the radio and talk to the
crowd once more.

Use the radio again and by this time
some other police officers should have
arrived ct the scene. Tak fo them before get
fing info your patrol car and driving off

The second suspect returns a

=== small plastic

ag containing

a white substance.

QUEST %

‘The main hall of the police station is where Sonny Bonds begins his quest

Drive around the sireets once more unil you
get a call fo go fo Carol's Caffeine Casfle.
Drive to Carol's and go info the shop o have
a sit down and a talk fo your fellow officer,
Steve. The phone willring and you'l receive
a message. When you've got the message,
leave the coffee house and hit the sfreets
Now drive around unfil you see a car
jump the lights Chase ond siop the offending

Score:148 of 245 Map D1

Sound:on

One of the hardest sections of the game is actually driving your squad car

ﬂ June 1994

vehicle and get out of your own car. Walk to
the other vehicle and look at the driver.
Ask to see the woman’s driving licence
and whatever she offers you, you must
refuse fo give in o her and should ke her
ticket

Return her licence, give her the ficket and
walk back fo your car, get in and start to
patrol the streets again. The next call means

v'vvv'

another frip to Carol’s Coffeine Castle to
answer @ (amphml from Carol hersef:.

Enter the coffee house. Talking fo Carol
will nform you of her problem with a group
ofbikers who are hogging the parking spaces
outside her shop. Pop next door; making sure
you siop by your car and collct your handy
PR-24 nightstick for your own profection.

Go info Wino Willy's and approach the
bikers. When things start getting nasty, use
your nightstick on the bikers and the situation
will defuse itself. After a quick chat with the
local prostitute, Sweet Cheeks Marie, return fo.
‘your patrol car.

IN PURSUIT

Drive around once more and the next inci-
dent vill be with G car that is being diven
errafically. Pursue the car until the drunken

river pulls over. Stop the car and use the
radio before getting out. Walk up to the
offending vehicle and look at the driver. Talk
to him and ask fo see his license.

Ask the driver to get out of his car and
perform o FST (feld sobriey fest). Read the
driver his rights and handcuff the man
Despite his whinging make sure you handeuf
him with his hands behind his back. Open the
back door and tell him to get in. Close the
door and get in the car and drive off. While

‘The Lytton car park and Sonny starts his engine, ready to face crime
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A handy reproduction of the map of the city of Lytton

on the joumey fo the jail, use your radio to
inform dispatch of what you are doing,
When you arrive ot the jail stop the car, get
out and open the back door. Before entering
the jail, make sure fo close both the doors
oﬁh‘erwwse il get pinched while you're i the
joi

Tell the drunk driver to get out of the
squad car and follow him up the steps
Open one of the lockers placed on the out-
side.of the jail and deposit your gun inside
‘and then close e locker door.

Press the buzzer and the jailer will allow
you fo enter the buiding. Enfr the jail and
talk to the jailer. Say the words “book
him" and when you're asked for wh say
“DUI". Remove fhe cuffs and lead him into
the cel.

Laura from the station will come in, talk to
her and then talk o the jailer and leave the
iail. Open the locker and fake your gun

Showering your body after a long day on the streets is essential

back. Get in your car and return o the
police staion. Once you've arived ot the
station, get out of your squad car and enter
the buiding

Immediately as you enter the station,
you'll see a table. On it you'll find some
memos. Write a memo and then place it in
the tray. Walk to the right and falk to the
caplain.

RELAXING

When the capin has finished talking fo
ou go fothe locker room. Go fo your locker
and open it. Get everything, shower, and
change your clothes. Close the locker and
leave the locker room.

Replace your cor keys ond extender
before leaving the station and get in your
own car. Your desfinafion is the Blue Room,
and you'll be able o relax afer your first
hift s Sonny Bonds.

In your locker you will find your weapon, a change of clothes and a briefcase

sT67



The Jaguar:

Atari's new
64-bit wonder is
causing a major
stirring among
the other
console kings of
the jungle. But
will it meet with
the necessary
support from
software houses
to really make it
the cat's
whiskers?

Tina Hackett
investigates

ol g

he launch of Atari's Jaguar left other consoles chugging along the

hard shoulder as it roared past with 64 bit capabilities, 16.8 mil

lion colours and 3D animations. up the award for Best

Hardware at the recent ECTS, it could have the potential to be a
world beater.

However, the Jaguar, like any new hardware, could also be in danger of
falling into the “Chicken and Egg” scenario as brilliant hardware alone is not
enough to ensure success.

Peple are unlikely o buy a console unless they see plenty of available
software, while developers are often reluctant to make the software unless
they see people buying the hardware - and so the vicious circl goes on.

The future of the Jaguar lies fo a large extent with the software houses
who need to convince a wary public of their commitment fo the machine.

But unless they're convinced they can reap the rewards from financial out-
lay they are unlikely to commit wholeheartedly, i at all, fo the project.

Although Atari have developed a number of excellent games o saisfy the
immediate demand, support from third-parly developers will be needed to
ensure the consol’s longeviy.

We see how the indusry feel in general about the console and ask some
major and small software houses alike how they see the future of the Jaguar
and wht their plans are for it

Will Gunship 2000
be MicroProse's
first Jaguar release

MicroProse

Jason Dutton, public relafions

Jason Dutton, sums up MicroProse’s feelngs on the Joguar and states enthusiastially: “Atari have developed
a fechnically briint piece of hardware and, afer a very thorough examinafion of the mchine, we are con-
vinced we can produce the type of high quaiity soffware which has become synonymous with the MicroProse

name.
“We are seen as pioneers of all new technology and it is certainly not our policy fo sit on the sidelines and
‘wait fo see how the market develops.
“With tis in mind, we have lrody stred development on ane o our eadingffes and are posie it will
become one of the marke-leading products that sef the benchhmark in quality and playal

AT

.
Virgin

Peter Hickman, producer
Virgin recognise that the
Jaguar is a great machine
and that developers can do a
lot with it, as it is flexible and
easy o use.

“Virgin are one of the
higgesl software campanies
in the world and we're prefty
forward-hinking and adven-
turous when it comes fo supporting new hurdwar!,
says Pefer.

“At the moment a large percentage of our
resources are being committed to Jaguar develop-

"Te(hnimlly, the Joguar is astounding. It decimates
the current opposition and | personally think ifs the
first machine that can be considered to be part of the
next generation of consoles.

“We've had our development machines for quite @
while now, the next step for us is to get hold of the CD
add-on which by all accounts will be mind-blowing -
CDs will open up a whole new area for a console with
this much power. “Our support doesn't end there,”
promises Peter. “But elwuwsly | have to keep some
things under wraps.... for now!”

Their enthusiastic atfitude fowards Joguar develop-
ment is reflected in the three fitles Virgin currently
have in production: Demolition Man, Dragon and
Cannon Fodder, which are all due for release between
this winter and spring next year.

M



Action FEATURE

US Gold
Tony Porter, development manager

Tony Porter, development manager for US Gold, gives his
inital thoughts: “The Jaguar is a very powerful machine
which, s Atari seem fo have perfected i, is perhaps ahead
of s fime.

“The machine looks good, hos an ineresting confroller -
not liked by all, but | find it OK - and once the CD add-on
becomes available - if the price s right - it il be up there
along with the new Sega machines, the Sony machine and
other expecled newcomers.”

But Tony believes a lot wil be down to markefing: “A
eally good, clever, marketing campaign is needed, accom-
panied by some high quality, key tiles to launch this
machine big fime."

He thinks success wil be govemed by sufficent support
from the software community, product support on a technical
basis, realistic ROM pricing and getfing the CD upgrade out
quickly and at the right price.

US Gold are substanfially advanced in developing Joguar
titles, their first being at the Befaest stage.

“Obviously  company the size of US Gold cannot jump
onto every bandwagon that rolls through town,” explains
Tony

.

“However, we have carefully considered the Jaguar ond
will be supporting it in the future, though fo what extent | am
unwilling o comment ton at the moment.”

alis Software
Tony Kavanagh, managing director

Generally, Krisalis are feeling very positive fowards the Jaguar and think that i Atari can get enough
machines info the market place, up with sufficient markeing, then it could be a great success.
However, managing director, Tony Kavanagh, believes that f they delay much longer then Sony
may wel stealthis success from them. Timing and markefing wil prove fo be crucial factors.
Krisals do see themselves s pioneers, and are already planning to release three Jaguar fifes.
Those currenty in development incude e highly-occlaimed plaformer Soccer Kid and Battle Chess
for other publishers. Work is also about fo commence on a new football game.
Krisalis believe that if developers don’t commit to the Jaguar at this early stage it could well damage
the console’s chances.
Tony sums up: “Ifs a good product. Is got good press. It has been very well received. They should
goforit.”
The first game released on this 64-bit
machine s a good start for the Jaguar

Ocean
Gary Bracey, software director

Ocean's Gary Brocey sees the Joguar as part of the next
generation of console which consumers are looking for.

He thinks that if Atari can get the machine over here
s00n then they can capitalise on the fact they have the
market fo themselves.

Ocean currenfly have several ifes in development.
These include Apeshit, Theme Park (commissioned from
Bullfrog) and a revamped Soccer Kid.

“Hardware depends on software sals. Is a symbiot-
ic relationship,” says Gary.

They are developing for the Joguar with more of o
long term perspective in that it affords a learning oppor-
tunity to develop for the next generation console.

Ocean believe it to be an investment for the future
and the Jaguar will hopefully be part of that.




Greensward House,
The Broadway,
Totland, IOW,
PO39 0BX

MT SOFTWARE

LOTS OF EXCITING PRODUCTS

TEL: 0983 756056 & -
FAX: 0983 755800 ==
FOR YOUR ATARI ST/STE

Europe: add 10%. World: add 25% Disks: 1=£2.50 2-5=£2 each 6-9=£1.80 each 10-19=£1.60 each 20+=£1.40 each

PROGRAMMING - ADVENTURE
WRITING
P52 TADS

ACCOUNTS

Ul41 Biz Accounts (Demo)
Ul40 Accountability

U722 Invoice Master

U34" Double Sentry Accounts

(THE A-Z OF PD, LICENCEWARE + SHAREWARE

Our primed A-Z Guide details all the disks listed below plus many, many more. | PS5  Adventure Writing System
‘The guide is supplied FREE WITH ALL ORDERS. If not ordering then please | gy Son e Toolkit
d3x1

P70 STOS Adventure Creator

AMATEUR RADIO t class stamps. ) P663 AGT
€679 oﬂeTumr T TR —— G95 AGT Companion
CI3 Hambase U7 D Stifer & Aces G160 Underground Advenure G122 Overlander

se (Mono)
CII PK23) Fax (Moo IMb)
CI0  Packet System

ART & GRAPHICS

Priing ress lﬁng.luhu\llm IMb)
inting

AG84 Ramworld 2
\680 Clip It

A692 Picswitch 1, Paintpot
AT36 Gemview

AT37 Pad (Mono IMb)
Electronic Art

Mini Draft

rome
Crack Art (IMb)
A7L AntTutor (IMb)
Autoplay

AG6 View Gif

64

Al ler

A63  Colourburst 11

A6l Electronic Image

A5 MmdzlbmlAdvenlum
Fractal

Low Cost Cad (Demo)
Format Converters

AI8  Printmaster Library
A8 Extras

Al Palette Master
ASTROLOGY

U100 Astro 22
195 Astro Selection

ASTRONOMY
ULIS Stargate (Mono)
65 Planets

U45 Planetarium
GI37 Solar System Geography

BUDGIE UK

‘We stock the entire range of Budgie UK
disks —Please see our catalogue for full
details or order by tte.

s ci
UiS Vi B, Samer

CHEMISTRY
U6t Lewis 123
U62  Chemistry -
USD Welcome o chemistry (ot ST)

L

CLIP ART
Lots of clip art in our A-Z guide includ-
i

ing:
CAT05 Business

'A706 Dogs
CAT07 Famous People.
CCOMMUNICATIONS
Cl Uniterm

C8  Vanterm
PC Intercom, Flying Start
COOKERY

US4 Assistant Chef
DATABASES

U9 First Base
DESK ACCESSORIES
Ul14 Deskpac Plus
U7 Mouse Tricks
US9  Selection of DA's

U4

DISK & VIRUS
U114 Swpomn Vins
U104 Compact

oo Mug Ui
U93  Hard Di

K Uiiies
Ul Quick Disk ilies
U Swerboots
Undelte & others
i Fastcopy 3 & Hypocopy 2

EDUCATION

G735 School n

G701 Sticky P.cmm, Vet

G731 Scrabble (IMb)

Q733 Paining Book. Colouring Book
ths Crcu,Eat Words

&0 O

G710 Sounds] Exunng

G674 From Pics to Parliament

G673 Franglais 1-6

666 Master Time

o Magic Story Book
664 2nd

&% ssw.
o1 LR 19008 2 sk

G243 Computer School

G187 Noat

G199 GCSE Math

Gi42 Do o Kldmkm Kidshape
G139 Mix n' M

G138 Body Shop..

G135 Geography Tutor

Gi34 TheSearh

GI33 Zoo Make

G132 Bul(:rﬂy i the Park, M First

louring Bool
P Racing. Mﬂnkey) & Balloons,

Spectral Sou
o Kidmsic, Kidpiano, Kidgraph,

i

& History File (3 disks)

23, Kidpuiisher, Kidson. Numerie

Go Round, Bra

o K\dpmnw. Kidsabe, Kidsketch,
Kidstory

GI6  Maths Made Easy

ELECTRONICS
U92  Electronics
ATS  Electronic Art

FILMS
U75  Film File

FONT DISKS
Ouw A7 Guid feaures buge selecion o
fonts

damus
Easy Text PlusPro
Sigaum
Pagestream

Publishing Partner
Write On & That's Write

LL
Reader Suite

109 Poolwise
US§  Football Data

“LS ADVENTURE
Obs Naturalist

G739 Shadow of the Gallows

G744 Hammer to Fall
G745 Underworld 1 +2

0 Treasure of the New King

G662 Pegasus (1Mb)
Gt Styer (M)
G660 Black Dawn
G651 Wish You Were Here, Wizards

fun
GI59 Battle of Philip Against Forces of

G162 Tamoret

G161 Sir Ramic Hobbs & The High
vel Gorilla

Quest for the Holy Grail

Dragon Slayer

&&

167 Son of Stageyright
168 House of the O's
169 Fast Lane

170 Crusade Adventure
171" Adventures of Alice
172 Paranoia

173 Squynchia

174 Elfs Advenure
175 Star Portal

176 Pork

177 Easter Egg Hunt
179 Ghost Town

180 A Fable
197 Operation Blue Sunrise
208 The Mystic Well

140 Dungeon Quest

96 Dudleys Dilemma

87

ark
Ivemn Crystals
G Time Adventure

G75 Nethack (IMb)
Gs3 i

G52 Invasion

G38 Wizards T

G37  Under Berkwood
Gl Ki

Once a King
G6  Darkness in Forever

- COLOUI

G73ﬂ GNU Gmphlcal Chess

G711/712 Grandad in Search of

Sandwiches

G728 B\nldmg Trouble, Sub Hunt
732 Spinihe Wh

741 Grav 2

742 Card Games

743 Mtclay Dars

747 Hyprotic Lands
3685 Soltware Projecs
G687 Midi Zap

G688 Rebound

G690 Kubes

749 Chues

714 Psvcthng(Zdnks)
715 Galactic Fruitbowl

717 Nostram
£ 1) Cont Bl (188

ney
658 TowerPuw:r

655 Megapede Mrs Munchie (IMb)
26

Hardcore.
PPty
66 B

265 Siam Ralway sims
G263 Hacman 2 (1]
(G258 Plax Attack, Bylt Man, Air to Air

m
(G257 Fruit Pursuit
Jiggers
All Square
G254 Wilde

4 Koz Team Edior, Hyper Fightr

Revm\ge of Mutani Camel
Mystics

Number Guesser

210, Gl BlerPoker

noid
G201 Pﬂp Muslc Challenge

G108 Covar
Daniels Dungeon
G147 Sstug

G146 Bonk the Gonk

4. Fly Over

Gl41 Boxing Champ.
GI23 Tracker

GIIT Key to Atlantis

ss
Gl Masterbreak, Chess Escape,
Batleships

G105 Jokes

GI04 Bermuda Race 2

G103 Top ofthe Pops

G102 Stumped

GIOI League Soccer
GR2 Yahuzy

G6l Stocks & Bonds
Flight Simulator

Q
2

G43

GI9 ST Vegas
G2 Stip Breakout
GENEALOGY
UI09 Tree

U83 Newgen
U68  Genealogy

HORSE RACING
U116 Formfinder

KNITTING
U442 Knittng Patterns/Puncher (not
STE)

MUSIC - KAWAI
M42 Kawai K1 Editor
M7 Kawai K4 Editor
M718 Kawai K1 Sounds

MUSIC - KORG
M72 MIMIR Voice Ed (1Mb)

MUSIC - ODARTLT
M4 Music + Samy

M28  Samples + Songs

MUSIC - ROLAND
3497 Retaod IO Ed (Moo
MI7 Roland D0 Ed

Meal Rolmd b3 Prctes

N715 Rolnd MT32 S
M38 Roland Juno 112 Ed

MUSIC- SAMPLING

ound Merlin
mming

M20  Sample Player

MUSIC - SCORE WRIT]

M67 anlScon(Mm\ulM\ﬂ
M59. core (Mono 1Mb)
Meds Scrmre Composer

Ms§
MUSIC - TRACKERS
Ms3 TBS Tracker

eq
16 Track Sequencer

M30  Noise Tracker
M36 Equinox Tracker

MUSIC - YAMAHA
QY10 Manager (Mono)

M13 S22 Voios Ed (Mono 1Mb)

oict

M39 YamnhuAﬂvEdllor

Mid Fa01 VegeEe

M9 TX8I2Ed

MUSIC - OTHER

M6 Music Tutor

MSS Electric Chord Dictionary

M3 ide

M52

Mo s Songs

M4 Midi Channel Score (Mono)

PROGRAMMING - ASSEMBLER
PS4 Turbo Assembler (1
PIS 68000 Assembler

FROGRAMMING C

P682
P19 Suwbancumsk;y
PSI Clnform:

P30 C Advature Toolkit
P49 C Database Toolkit

grams
P8 Graded C Programs (2 Disks)

PROGRAMMING - GEM
PS6  Professional Gem
B GemClises

P40 Guide
PA3 Foehmens G s Bios
P14 Gem Information

PROGRAMMING - GFA
2 V3 Graphics Source Code

V3 Music Source Code:
P73 Autozest (Mono)

A Expert
‘GFA Tutorial
PS8 GFA User Source Code
P39 GFA V2 Programs
PROGRAMMING - STOS

20 STOS Extensions
‘Guide to Writing STOS Extensions
P67 STE Source Code.
P75 Rasters + Borders Code
P70 Adventure Creator
P34 Command Reference

STE Upgrader

P61 Sios Sound FX
PS3  Stos Speakiext
P47 Stos Sound Tracker
P46 Shoot-"em-up kit
P45 Stos Programs

SATELLITES
USS  Weather Satellites
US3  Orbit, Gravism

SPEECH SYNTHESIS
U9 Digispeech
U74 Smooth Talker

SPREADSHEETS
U126 Sheetv3.2
U0 Gemeale
U78 Sheet2
U42 Opus 2000 (IMb)
U30 ST Sheet

STE ONLY

A654 E Painter

G264 Labotomy Invaders (IMb)
G260 Bla

STEI DMA Sample Player
681 Operation Garfield
M719 STE CD Player

TYPING TUTORS
U4l 2 Typing Tutors

WORD PROCESSING
WP26 DbWiiter (Mono)

WL ST Wit vi8 + Speltec,
Mailmerge, Word Ct

WPI0 Fm( Word s Spelceck +
Mailm Count

WE26 DoV (Vone)

WPII Fastword

WP3 ' Disk Mag Maker

W6 Printer Drivers

WP24 HP Drivers

OTHER DISKS
LU700-1001 Practical Money Making
Sugeesions

Calentas - Orgnisers

o0
U721 Pondss Waer Gardens
U746~ Creative Video Ti

U748 Chat

XXX - Shares Trading



Action FEATURE

Team 17

Alan Bunker, medio manger.

Impressed by the power and ability of this 64-bit machine, Team 17
see the console as being able to produce some excellent, state-of-the-
art games and, being carfridge-based, it eradicates the problem of
piracy which has hounded the industry for such a long fme.

For the software publisher it does mean that the production of car-
tridges drastically increases their costs and adds many financial com
plications to the fypical software publishing equation.

The future of the Jaguar will depend fo a lorge extent on the compe-
fifion.

Team 17's Alan Bunker sees the 3DO as an up-and-coming machine, having clready been
in the spofight for quite some fime with regular press coverage.

“The frhcoming lne-up includesthe Saturn, ProjctReaity and PS-X wichwill no doubt
have the backing of big promofional campaigns,” said Alan.

As for Team 17's own commitment, Mey are developing for the next generation of consoles
with plons fo such games already in the pipeline.

They will adapt to the market as they see necessary because the industry doesn't seem o be
able to decide which direction to head in because of the number of machines being announced
and developed.

Alan Bunker says: “We will remain open-minded and always flexible.”

Brutal Sports Foothall making its appearance Tempest 2000 shows off the Jaguar's

16-817

The Jaguar breaks into the console
market dominated by the likes of
Sega and Nintendo

Soccer Kid revamped for the Jaguar(Amiga screenshot)

Gremlin
Steve McKevit, PR manager

Gremlin are very positve fowards the Joguar and say th,like ll he new consoles, s fechnically very

impressive but has inifially suffered from a lack of decent software.

However, Gremlin's Steve McKevitnow sees some eally impressive siuff becoming available, point-

ing fo Alien vs. Predolor, as anillustration.
“No-one is going fo buy any console, no matter how impressive, without the software to support it,”
says Steve.

‘Grenlin are producing o game for relase af the end ofthe yeor and pride themselves on being one

of the leading UK software developers, crrenty working on ol new pltforns.

Steve adds that companies cannot go on developing for the 16-bit machines forever and will be

forced to upgrade fothe more povirful machines.

“Ifthey don'tsupport the new machines early o, i heir own long ferm fuure thl they Il be affec-

ing,” he says.

Richard Browne, development manager

Richard Browne from Domark sees the Jaguar as a very pofent piece of
hardware, but at a disadvantage because it is not CD-based from day

one.

“For Atari fo penefrale the carlridge market that is so dominated by
Sega and Nintendois @ hug fos, simply havig the bet hardwore
isn't enough,” he says

fgsseglpinioiy mainly depend on the software base and
Domark believe that if the software is available in quantity and quality
then people will have a reason fo buy the product.

“No matter how powerful the hardware, if the software doesn’t
exist neither will its market share,” claimed Richard.

Refailers also have to be convinced that dedicating shelf space to
Jaguar product will reap financial rewards.

Domark say that if the software doesn't arrive on the shelves in
quanity and qulity people won't buy the hardware:

Richard added: “Atari cannot be soley responsible for providing o
deep variant catalogue of product. Itis vital o the Jaguar’s success that
third parties are involved from day one.”

Domark are currently evaluating the Jaguar as a development plat-
form but at this stage think it would be difficult to commit fo developing
Jaguar-only product.

They are, however, still looking to convert suitable products in the
future.

A cat among the pigeons?

Atari’s Jaguar has met with enormous enthusiasm, especially
towards its fechnical capabilities and most software houses believe
their products could benefit from this new technology.

Practicalifies such as development costs, m(reased by the fact
that the Jaguar is cartridge-based, will force some companies to
play safe.

Others are simply being more caufious, preferring o wait and
see in which direction the market will swing.

Positive feedback from many software houses shows a great
future for the console, with a great deal of third-party fitles in devel-
opment and the majority wishing to commit in some way.

Most houses agree that the console now needs a clever market
ing strategy, combined with getting the machine over here in quan-
tity as soon as possible, to ensure it really does beat its rivals.




Link-up games

Falcon Spectrum Holobyte

When you speck of Folcon, you're really refering fo hree sep-
arcle games. The oriamal Falcon relased in 1987 s you in @
Middle East location flying against MIG-21s.

The first set of data disks put you in a European war zone
fighting @ one-man war against tanks, landing craft and the
elusive MiG-29s.

More importantly, the mission disks featured enhanced
graphics and improved Hight envelopes, which cided your

pl's dogfighting abiles radically. The third Falcon data disks
gave you Hind helicopters and @ whole bich of extra missions.

The most important aspect of all these improvements was
their benefis fo the head-1o-head dogfighting. Via a modem or
R$232, two players can engage in aerial combat over the skies
of Europe or the Middle East.

You both fly USAF F-165, and it far outweighs fighting
against the computers MiGs. The duels are fost-paced, exciing
ond you need fo keep your wits about you at all fimes fo avoid

Midi Maze 2
Shareware

This lile software gem enabled you to link-up 11
(count ‘em!) players for a bout of frenetic blsfing
whilst running about o moze. The reason if's called
“Midi Maze” is that, instead of the null-modem
cable, you alllinked up via the midi ports

Abhough you could connect 11 mad gomes play-
ers together, it wasn't really that practical fo set it ol
up, unless you quite like the idea of having your
homestead jam-packed full of cables, computer and
monitors.

Once you'd found enough people fo play against,
the Midi Maze fun could commence. Each player
was represented by a bl wih o smiley face and
would run reckless around the maze shooting af the
others, Along the way there were pleny of power-
ups fo be grabbed which produced various effects to
il i

If Midi Maze 2 hod been a one-ployer gome it
would have been the worst piece cremarlummem
software ever fo be released, but with Midi cables

losing out.

and o copious supply of friends, you could't wish
for a better game.

n play

Sick of playing alone, Simon Clays and
Jonathan Maddock unroll their modems,
uncage their mice and unleash their
joysticks to show you what’s best in
the world of the multi-player games

he computer games enthusiast is often

hought of by the uninifcied) os a single

solitary soul twiddling his stick, or fingering

his mouse inko the early hours of the nigh,
withoutfiend or conversafion. However, hi image is
olmost exclusively misinterpreted, for the majority of
games players prefer pleying against oher humans
fo playing against the computer.

How offen does the computer comment on a
cracking ool or i you up cbout ity piece o
cutfing up? Never, and this is the hndﬂmenﬁﬂfreaw\
why players enjoy playing against real life

ents.

1fyou indolge n o one-plyer gome or any duro
tion of fime the chances are tha it will stay in your
memory, but will have ltfe significance in o conver-
safion among friends.

However, a night indulging in a bout of Kick Off
2 or mul-player Lotus will undoubtedly give birth to
oll manner of debate and confention.

Some fifles have split-screen faciliies or simple
multi-player options as a natural part of the play,
MicroProse Golf for examy

The siory doesn't end here though. Advencing
technology has rafionalised the price of the modem,

72 ST

and given the games player multi-player options
down the telephone line.

Seffing up machines o play mult-player gomes
can be initiated in o number of ways. Route one (the
cheaper of the two, as no oullanish phone bl is
genercted) enfals the uses linking machines via a
null-modem lead in the same room.

The other choice is the modem route. This can be
a doonway fo new worlds s long s the correct
modem is bought. The best 9400 boud modems
enble you fo lnk p effcively wi al sofre and
give the user compaiibilfy wih online sofware ke
Air Wartior

The costof these modems is about £120 but there
are cheaper allemafives. The cheapest, 1200 baud,
are best ovoided os they are praciically useless for
gaming. But,for all-round value and effeciive inferac-
tion, @ 2400 boud modem can be bought for about
£50 upwords,

With this in mind ST Acion brings you the penulf-
mate part of a wo part round- up%eqnmng the best
muliplayer nkup games currently avaloble for e

i

Next month we connect ST Action readers to the
world of onlne gaming

Two-player games

MicroProse Golf MicroProse

The definiive golf game for any home computer, MicroProse Golf comes vih
a host of options.

Featuring four different courses, it uses a very inventive system for simulat-
ing golf. I also allows the player fo advance his skil and progressively
improve in frue learing curve fashion.

Unlike mony ol files, MicroProse Golf enioys a variely of camera angles
and action replay faciliies. This, coupled with a contour effect that gives the
courses an exiarreal edge, makes MicroProse Golf o must for every sports
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link-up option.

G

Following the success of the original Lotus game, Grenin decided to make several
improvements. Aside from graphical enhancements, the Shefeld ot decided on a

Due fo the nature of Lotus and its split-screen two-player racing, linking two Ataris
means you can race against wo, three or even four r[uyevs

Rocing ocross desers, marsh and even through
encounter. Anyone who has ployed the splitscreen opfion in Lotus 2 ill have a good

acceLennte

l

, Lotus is an exciting multi-player

of how competiive it
is and how much fun rac-
ing against three other
compeitors is. We know
we've compartmentalised
this round-up into two
separate sections, and
‘ lohs s o dlossy worplay-
er game. However, Lofus
is a dlassic link-up game
which shifts up a gear
when used in muli-plyer
mode, and it's for this
reason we've included it
in this section.

Lotus Turbo Challenge 2/Lotus 3 The Ultimate Challenge Gremlin Graphics

sim enthusiast. It also boasts a wide
range of game opfions. For instance, you
can play matchplay, skins and f least
ten other different derivations of the
nafions noblest of games

While if's fun against computer oppo-
nents, it's a far superior game when
played against a friend, or indeed a
group offriends

Kick Off 2 Anco

We could have chosen o number of ooty games for this fecture which play  lo beffer with
wo players than one, butwe would abways pick he same one. Kick OFf 2, in our humble opin
ion, is sfill the best football game on the ST.

When playing ogainst th computer it won't cke you very long before you con easly beat
oy fmyos play a game. Ploying against a fiend was, s they sy, o whole diferent ket

e of i

For starters every match is different and the inferaction (either verbally or physically
depending on how the game is going) between two compefitors makes it that much more
enjoyable o ply.

We codit oty ol e s, ot Fyou ol o o gl your opponent
you are il vrbly cbused by your dasperce chum, s very hard o descrbe exccly
wht this interaction is like, but if you've played Kick Off 2 you'll know exactly what we're
going on about.

Bubble Bobble Hit Squad

In most two-player games you are in compeiion, but there are a few pieces of software
that reqmre ycu to work fogether. Bubble Bobble is one of the finest examples of this par-
ficular ger

Bubb\e Babble arrived on the scene first and infroduced the gaming world fo Bub and
Bob, the fwo boys who had been turned into bubble-blowing dragons. The game idea
was simpleyetogain. AllBub and Bob hove fo do is cleer the screen of any enemies by
encasing them in o bubble and then simply popping

Sounds easy, but the later levels are incredibly hmd and the addiction level almost
through the rocf. There is that competitive edge fo Bubble Bobble because when an
enemy is killed a bonus is left behind and o frantic scramble would ensue fo see who
‘would get the most points.

Bubble Bobble is one of those fimeless two-player classics that should never be
forgotten.

Hudson Soft

The greatest multi-player event in the his-
tory of computer gaming without a ques-
tion of @ doub. Up to five people can
play Dynablaster, courtesy of a joystick
adaptor, which is free in the software
package.

The game is one of the mos devilshly
simple ever devised. Played on a screen
which looks like a maze of brick walls,
each competitor starts from one of the
four comers of the screen, the centre if
you're the fifth player.

At your disposal s a never-ending
supply of bombs, Once the frenefic batlle
commences, the lile men you control go
kill-crazy and start blasting away o the
bits of brick currently blocking their

5.
The idea is fo kill all your opponents
with your bombs and be the last man (or
woman) standing. Underneath the bricks
are several power-ups which give you
more bombs and make them more power-
fol. The first one to five wins i the victor.
We know it sounds like complete rub-
bish in print, but we have never ever had
so much fun playing one computer game
than Dynablaster. If you haven't got a
copy yet, go and get one, grab a
few friends and demand that they

June 1994
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Stunt Car Racer MicroProse

This dynamic racer was the ver
first link-up gome we p\oyez
One summer afternoon with
null-modem cable firmly in
hand, | wandered around fo the
horme my Amigeroiming dm
and we connected up for
whot was an amazing couple
of hours of solid racing
shenanigans.

Stunt Car Racer was created
by the godHike genius of Geoff
Crommond and was blessed
with a level of gameplay that
Hos frmly stood the testoffime. The polygon-based graphics were quite incredible for the fime,
but because of the high standard of playability and devilish addiction level, were never really o
major concern.

Playing Stunt Car Racer on your lonesome was great fun, but with a chum to race against it
improved the game almost beyond belif. The sheer competiiveness o the racer made it an
absolute joy fo play. It rates as one of the best ever link-up games.

F-16 Combat Pilot Digital Integration

HEAD TO HEAD:
Baud rate:

9600 4800

2400 1200

RED Leader 8
BLUE Leader
TAKE OFF
CANCEL

Essenfially the same idea as Spectrum Holobye's Falcon, F-16 Combt Pilot atiemps fo
give you more realism than i ivl. I we bose our evaluations on Spectrum Holobyte's frs
Falcon release, then F-16 Combat Pilot is indeed the superior product. But, measured
against the improved data disks, DIs effors are beaten into second place.

Grophically, F-16 does not have the same in-game graphical clriy, bu ke s rival i
does have alink-up fcly.

F-16 lets the ployer use most difeent speeds of modem, 50 the aclion con accommor
date most players’ pockets. Again, like Falcon, the action is fast and furious, with litle fime,
and any error leapt upon by your dogfighting opponent.

F-16 is as good a simulalor as the ST has, butin wo-player mode it excels el and is
well worh investing in @ modem because ttakes gaming fo a refreshing level

Flight of the Intruder MirrorSoft

This simulation tokes ploce during the Linebacker campaign in 1972 over North Vielom
and i one of the befer link-up flight gomes that you can get for the ST. You can choose
between the A6 Intruder or the F-4 Phantom 2 to fly in. Your mission is fo search out enemy
fargels and destroy them while trying fo avoid getfing shot down by both air and ground

s,
The Flght o heInruer lnk-p llows you ply with or against anaher ployer. Now it
ohen occurs when playing with @ chum th he orshe hos got o foster/slower machine thon
yoursl, Thus thre is an option fo moke the fasler machine do more work than it sower

counterpart

Flight of the Intruder might not be the ulimate flight simulation link-up (that honour
belongs fo Folcon), but it is a damn fine game and one which you and a friend can easily
Jose yourselves in:

-

[FRON RED CROKK NULTIPLE ERNUITS APPRIRCHING
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OVER 2,800 DISKS OF QUALITY PUBLIC DOMAIN AND SHAREWARE for the ST, STE and FAL
Both our ST and Falcon catalogues are currently the most comprehensive available from any supplier. They are dis
a powerful search facility and can output to printer if required. Floppyshop are also distributors of the Budgie UK

blank disk with a note of your name and address

cither catalogue disk, send us

Dept STU, PO Box 273, Aberdeen, AB9 8SJ
Credit Card Orders Only Tel/Fax: 0224 312756
Technical Helpline Tel/Fax: 0224 586208

N
based and simple to use. They have
icenseware range. For a free copy of
stating whether you require the ST or Falcon catalogue. Alternatively

you can send a Cheque or PO for 80p and we'll supply the disk. Please make Cheque or PO (UK currency only) payable to Flopp: ~hop Major Credit
Car 00

welcome. UK Postage FREE, Overseas Postage

urope £1.00 per order, Rest of World 10% of order value (min charge

GEM - View 3 - The Ultimate Graphic Conversion Ut111t

After lengthy correspondence with Dieter Fiebelkorn, author of GE!
of the new modular GEM-View 3. It is the most comprehensive picture conversion ut

View, Floppyshop are now the official UK distributor for the unregisfe yrcd version
ity available, reading around 40 different file formats from the

ST, Amiga, Macintosh, PC, Sun and others. Pictures may be saved in IMG, ESM, GIF, IFF, BMP, TGA or TIFF formats. The good news for UK users

that GEM-View may now be registered in the UK. The latest unregistered version of GEM-
GEM-View 3 is on ART.3485 and is at a special price of £2.00 or £2.

Family Raots

Family Roots is an invaluable aid to both professional and ama-
teur genealogists. It is designed around an integrated workbench
which allows you to create your family tree graphically on the
screen by linking directly between the individuals. What the Press
have said about Family Roots: “Certainly more than you'll ever
need, unless you manage to trace your relatives back o Fred and
Wilma Flintstone” — Atari ST User. “All in all, the best genealogy
program available for the ST and well worth the money if you are
considering tracing your family” — ST Format. Family Roots costs
ONLY £24.95 (demo disk £1.00). UK postage free, please add
£1.50 for Europe or £3.00 for rest of World.

The Beginners G

iew (presently v3.02) will always be available directly from
50 including a copy of our catalogue (please state ST or Falcon).

Easy Tevt P Yector

This is an easy to use fully featured Desktop Publishing package for the Atari ST/E,
TT & Falcon. It lets you create your own newsletters, brochures, business sta-
tionery, notices et. It produces truly professional results with virtually all printers
and comes complete with a 134 page fully illustrated manual. Easy Text Pro Vector
requires at least 2 meg of memory and a hard drive or 2.5 meg of memory if you
don't have a hard drive. SpeedoGDOS is also required but is NOT supplied. Easy
Text Pro Vector costs ONLY £35.95. If you don’t have SpeedoGDOS, why not get
Easy Text Pro instead for ONLY £29.95. Tt is almost identical to the Vector version,
except that it runs on a | meg machine and uses standard GDOS fonts (a number of
which are included) instead. Overseas customers please add £2 Europe or £4 Rest of
World, for either product.

e To STOS Basic

This complete programming course for the Atari ST/STE comprises of a 618 page manual and 2 DS/DD disks. It introduces the reader to STOS Basic
and takes the newcomer from basic principles through to the develnpment m complete programs. It includes 190 programming examples and guides you

through the creation of games, a complete art package, various edi

Basic costs £29.95 + P&P (UK £3,

al packages and numerous business utilities. The Beginners Guide To STOS

Europe & Eire £5, Rest Of World £10). COURSE DOES NOT INCLUDE STOS BASIC.
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This offers a breakthrough in Multimedia Video.

imaging application. Offering Animation, Image
Processing, Image Capture and file support for no less

tion and colour mode up to 740x480 in true colour.

Main features include:-
Both colour and mono image capture

No separate RGE splitter or filters required
Fully functional Animation Workstation
Mix images to almost any resolution

Al Atari colour modes are supported
Many Image Processing effects

TruePaint i the it art package o take advantage ofthe true

colour capabiltes of the Falcon030 computer. Some ofthe high-

fightsofthe productsare

@ Works on al ST and Falcons n al sreen esolutons incuding
768480 True Colour

@ Easy to use MultiWindow environment with menus, toolbox
and keyboard shortcuts

@ Full range of drawing toos

@ Alarge variety of efecs incuding shear, wrinkle, smooth,rain
bowetc

@ Flexible zoom, fll screen mode with edit, colour picker, bezier
curves.

@ Animation, Font/Speedo GDOS support, wide varety o fe
formats induding IF, TIFF, GIF, JPEG, Targa, IMG, Neochrome
and more

@ Extensive and informative
170 page manual

Produd

VIDEOMASTER

Jammed full of features that are suitable for almost any

than 3 computer platforms. Image capture is 5o simple,
both colour and mono images are captured i less than
1 second. Images can be displayed in almost any resolu-

o8

s

Order No. )

ULTIMATE VIRUS KILLER

Utimate Virus Kiler s the ultimate tool to potect your Atari ST, ST,
MEGA & TT computersfrom virus infection. With this package you
can detect, destroy and protect yourseffrom over 50 types of
virus.Leaving your valuable software investment safe.

Order Hotline: 051-357 1275

Fax: 051-357 2813 General Enquiries: 051-357 2961
Order at any fime of the day or night. Don't forget fo give your name, address and credit card number

The Uttimate Mult Media System for your computer, Videomaster

recording and editing program within the videomaster software.

ighin puter technolog
combining the complexity of a Video Digtiser with a Sound
Sampler in a single easy to use low cost uni, to bring you the ult
mate home multi media video/audio editing package.

Videomaster will llow you to record monochrome, quarter
screen pictures at speeds of up to 25/30 frames per second
(Europe/USA] provding ulra smooth playback at high speeds.
These pictures can be recorded from the output of a video
recorder or directy from a video camera or a camcorder and
replayed on your computer screen.

Videomaster can produce great ‘grey’ scale pictures from any
video source with a pause or stil rame facity. The colour fiters
provided in this package will nable the users of video cameras or
camcorders to produce high qualiy stil ictures in glorious
colour.

Videomaster features a sound sampler as part of the hardware,
though the software can be used with external sound samplers.
This s supported by a full feature sound

Th system also features a video sequencer.

The complete package contains the Videomaster video digitsing
and sound sampling hardware unt, TRHColour fiters or colour
camera use, comprehensive user guide and full system software.

Videomaster il work on any standard Atai ST with atleast a
single 1Mb floppy disk drive and a colour monitor. At east 1Mb
RAM s recommended. RRP £69.95, save €15 with this offer.

c  OrderNo.

Price  Order No. )

The ST & TT Desk Accessory and Program that is

there when you need to Edit Text, Data, Binary

Files, Disk Sectors and Ram. It has the following

features:

@ File size not limited by Ram

® Easy control by keyboard or
mouse 77

® Great for many |

woid processlng

(] Grsat for use asa| \

Diary
® Great for use
wmn other appl |

o Greal o Hacking

Price  Ordor No,)



REPLAY 1

reader offers

Alas alow cost T, featuring ful 16 bt inthe same it

y ray and bring back
lfe to your ribbon. Smple and cost effective, it

contl

¥
can save you up to 90% on ribbon costs an gvescleaner, blacker

just open

HARDWARE - The 16t 52 portof he T P M P
Inputvolume cotol s aso provded the ribbon case, spray Rednk onto the ribbon and hey prestol
SOFTWARE - EDITOR e dio is a ighy feble WINP 2/16 b, Moro o

Stereo samples

By

Featuresinclude; -+ Vokume control
controls and much, much more.

DRUMBEAT

polp Upto 30 diferent

MIDPLAY:

asigned o any ote o rage froes n 2 ctave range. Mdpay an

playup
insige vice mode. An ahanced sampeoop pont ediorwih
AAUTOLOO feroGossig] detction's o ncorprated o exe oop
pont ediig,

‘The system runs on any ST or STE with SO2K {Mb min s recom-
‘mended, and comes complete with hardware, software and c«

Did you miss out on any 1992 Atari ST User CoverDisks? If

MIDI SURVIVAL GUIDE

Whether youite 2 beginner or a seasoned pro, the Midi Survial

9l

e

Price  Order N,

DO YOU WANT TO INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF
WINNING ON THE HORSES? THEN LOOK NO

50, Now is your chance to obtain our pack of 12 CoverDisks for
1992, and packs of 6 CoverDisks from January to June and

Guide shows you the way. No maths, no Mid theory, just pracical
advice on stating up and encding up with a working Midi system.

July to December 1993,

Price  Order No

BINDER & BACK ISSUES

Independent compartie revews
confim that Pro unters il e
perfommance benchmark by which
lother re judged,

\ﬂoi@n(’ or
2 Plus

The bestacg sohare... b, The Racng Post.

it
therei ny doubtaboutth cucome f he ace, it wil i you k1o bet

and 202 urigueowsmainenance Gaabae at e ok eed nsnt.
updaing

coniguion for racing

and il congute tometic weghdstances, s alowing
worduide

Order No.

Price

———————— e ———

Order No.

Price

1 PRODUCT oroerno. | e ||
1 youlve misse any of theseisus, now's your chance to put
things ight, by ether buying an indidua ssue or a fullsx 1 SruseR 1
months worth. But by - tocks ar imited Keep all your back
issues in prisine conditon with the Atari ST User binder a must | 1
for any serous Ateiuser, I
Offers subject to avalabity, I
|| A1 pries include UK postage, packing 1
and VAT, £10 please
| acasstorEirEEC, 20 toroverseas | Prease ada postage as detaied 1
bove. Overseas
I e 1
| Voo My 31 1504 SR |
| 1wenioraysy Nama g e R
I Cheque/Eurocheque made payable to Europress Direct  Address P a3 Lo I
Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/ Sek i G
| L ooeacannisarcomeet exiy T |
I e e b _ PosiCote 1

Send to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EB (No stamp needed i posted in UK I

i i ot il AR L |
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hile the word fractal
may be a page-turner
for most people
other than hackers,

you can do some interesting musi-
cal things with them. Given the
right treatment, they can produce
harmonic and even melodic music.

We looked at a program called
Fractal Music Composer back in
August 1992 and we've kept you
informed of updates in recent
news sections in this column.

The program has now reached
v2 and sports many improvements
and additions to the original.

EASIER

For starters, everything is inte-
grated into one program which
makes it much easier to work
with.

You can move back and forth
between screens so you can set
the rhythm and tonality maps in
any order.

It can now compose six tracks
of music instead of four and you
can mute individual tracks. You can
also create your own scales.

lan Waugh revisits
a fractal music
program, just
improved with
new features and
made much
easier to use

the file in Midi File Format 0 or I.
The program also includes a useful
Midi File Player and Analyser so
you don’t have to exit to your
sequencer to replay a file. It can
also convert between type 0 and |
files.

The Analyser shows the pres-
ence of various types of Midi data
and you can selectively remove it
from the file. The Analyse screen
looks a bit horrendous but there's
a pop-up help menu which explains
what the symbols mean.

Easy fra
melody

Composer is much easier to use
than the first version, although you
will still have to read the manual
to discover what the one, two and
three-letter mnemonics mean (a
result of using a text-based layout
rather than a graphics one).

As of writing, the manual is still
being prepared but there are sev-
eral helpful crib sheets which

But irrespective of all this, you
want to know what sort of music
it produces. Well, thanks to the
Tonality Map it can produce very
harmonic music moving through
preset key changes — preset by
you, that .

The six tracks give you ample
scope to experiment with percus-
sion parts while still leaving some

After composing, you can save The new Fractal Music  explain what all the functions do.  tracks for music. As with most
Decide
In the centre how the
of the Main program
Ecmpaser will treat
| All three Screen assign consecutive
sub-programs athiisacka notes of
are now Midi channel, the same
available ahighand pitch. It can
from the oo cttava repeat
loading i nate them, tie
screen. Select Faiiie dnds them or
Fractal Music Starting create a
Composer Ve, rest
Rave on with Heavenly Music's latest building-block

Dr Rave is the latest in the Dr series of building-block disks from
Heavenly Music.

It contains 12 Rave grooves all around 48 bars long and con-
structed from eight or nine music tracks. They are all mapped to
GM/GS.

uptions

The programmer, Nick Ruggles — yes, let's name names — has - A
done an excellent job of getting analogue-type sounds out of a GM Tt T
o s
unit. i
There are some very effective bass and analogue lines — =

here, plus some unusual FX courtesy of Pitch Bend. Pump up the
volume!

To use the grooves in your own pieces requires judicious use of
your sequencer’s cut, copy and paste facilities. It may be personal

preference but | find this much easier to do using a sequencer with <
1 Track 13 3 OFF
a pattern-based Arrange page such as members of the Cubase | rag¢ 3 3 fH]
family and Notator Logic. Track 15 |5 | OFF]
You can easily create several different sections of music and sim- | Track 16 | 6 OFF|

El

ply drag them together to hear what they sound like when put |
together in different way.

Heavenly Music continue to produce impressive sequences. If
you're a Rave fan, check this one out.
@ Dr Rave costs £16.95 plus £1.50 postage and packing. More from
Heavenly Music, 39 Garden Road, Jaywick Villoge, Clacton, Essex, CO15
2RT. Tel: 0255 434217.

T [ » EESDEEEE
w8 | D0 N A

A Dr Rave track in Cubase Lite, cut off with the scissors tool at bar nine so the
various sections of the patterns can be rearranged.
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composition programs, you get the  available for £7 (refundable with

best results if you keep a fairly order)
It can't save files and its limited to
20,000 notes — which you probably

tight rein on things. If you set all
the parameters to extremes you
will get an extreme composition.

I've had great fun with this pro-
gram and produced some very
interesting — and melodic — com-
positions.

| created some Midi files,
exported them to Notator and
applied some pretty heavy quanti-
sation and groove factors to them.
FMC can produce interesting
results but you'll get even more
out of the program if you treat it
as raw material

@ Fractal Music Composer costs £79
or £59 to genuine education cus-
tomers. If you already have v you
can upgrade for £39. If you don't
want to risk your readies, a demo is

T vass_ e omonse Jun sons
nm- e
| EXITNN T

On the Tonality
Screen set the
number of tonali-
ties for the pro-
gram to cycle
through along with
the scale pattern,
the transpose value
and the length of
time the tonality
will be used (in
quarter notes)

g0 II!IIBEI 7
I:II'I

Select Set Coordinates on the Composer
screen and u
ing and dragging. Draw two boxes for each
track - one for pitch and one for duration

clicki

In the Rhythm
Editor, set the
basic duration

value, the number

of durations each
track cycles

+t PTBH/TIMBRE CHANGE ++

Use the Patch/Timbre Change window to send
Program Change numbers to your synthesiser

GMIGS: GM (General Midi) is
an agreed standard where-
by the same types of
sounds are put in the same
position and respond to
the same Program Change

won’t exceed anyway. More from

Hugh McDowell, 29A Mulkern Road,

London, N19 3HQ. Tel: 071-272

v number.

So, for example, the first one is
always a piano, the 14th is
tubular bells, number 73 is
a Flute and so on. This
means you can play a Midi
file configured to GM on
any GM instrument and it
will sound approximately
the way the programmer
intended.

GS is Roland's development of
GM. It includes additional
reverb parameters and has
provision for additional
sounds.

Building-block disks: A disk
containing a collection of
drum, bass, guitar or full
arrangement ' patterns
designed to be chopped up
by the user and used in
their own music.

Arrange page: A feature in
some sequencers which
shows sections of music as
oblong bars on a grid with
the recording tracks down
the left of the screen.
These Parts or Patterns
can be dragged around
with the mouse and placed
on any track at any posi-
tion in time. It's a very
powerful and easy way to
arrange music.

use the mouse to select areas by

through and the

values of each of
them

Music update

@ Steinberg have put together versions of Cubase with tutorials aimed at
students. Cubase Lite and Cubase Score Education Packs contain the stan-
dard program and manual plus an educational booklet, two tutorials and a

disk of music examples.
The tutorials teach the basic features of the Cubase programs and

include an interactive study of music theory and history. For schools and
colleges the packs complement the National Curriculum at a variety of
levels. More from Harman Audio on 081-207 5050.

Go back to the Composer Screen and click on Compose! If you haven't selected tonality
and rhythm maps, Compose will be greyed out. Finally, save the composition as a

Midi file

@ If you're aged between 8 and 18 years, it's still not too late to enter for
the TES/Yamaha National Youth Rock & Pop Awards. There are three age
categories: 8-11, 12-15 and 16-18. Winners in each get the chance to per-
form with a distinguished group of session players in front of a live audi-
ence at Live 94 and along with £10,000 of musical equipment from
Yamaha. Your composition should be no longer than three minutes and
recorded on cassette. For full details contact the Yamaha Hotline on 0908

369 219. The closing date is June 25.
Atari ST User June 1994 “



We are still receiving a lot of compliments! Our cata-
logue has been improved with an easy to use selector.
Our service remains second to none. Our disks are
only £1.25 each including P&P.

But it seems that many of you do not realise that we
ask you to select what you want to have on each disk.
No more paying for a disk which has one program you
want and others that you don't. Remember you can get
up to 50 programs of your choice on each disk.

LICENCEWARE - PRICES VARY

OCL1  DEAD OR ALIVE - Very amusing adventure game ....£3.00
OCL2 MURDER ON THE ORION EXPRESS - A comic sci-fi

murder mystery £3.00
REO1  ARTHUR OF THE BRITONS (1 Meg) - A strategy game
with great graphics .. % £3.00

RE02  CONQUEST (1 Meg) - A variation of the classic Populous ..£3.00
SES004 ROBOT WORDS (Ages 4+) - A great educational hangman

type game from Shoestring Educational Software........£2.95
POW16 FREAKED OUT 2 - Find your way through the maze .£3.00
TP001 THE ZUFFERS (1 Meg STE only) - All you have to do is

get the Zuffers home. .
We also stock Budgie and Powe

PD & SHAREWARE - £1.2
ECD The excellent compilation is available only from us.
Stosser  Diskmags issues 1-13 available.
MPD1862 UTOPUS 1MEG STE - A playable demo of this excellent
space game.
MPD1661 INVOICE MASTER - Ideal for small businesses.
MPD0461 OPUS 2.2 - A powerful spreadsheet.
MPD0988 STAR TREK - 25th Anniversary Mag.
MPD1896 QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE - A new brain teaser.
MPD1911 MARCEL - The new Word Processor for the ST.
MPD1912 DUNCE’S CAP COMPILATION 1 - 4 games on the disk
including The Wiz and Supermatch.

ST Handbook (£2.50), the printed PD magazine is available
from MerliN.

Authors! Send us your disks for review and possible
inclusion in our catalogue.

Catalogues available free with any order from this coupon or
just send 3 x 25p stamps.

MerliN presents the Atari STE game for the 90's

1

Jpsession

When Dreams are not enough...

Coming very soon to your screen
Ask MERLIN about this winner!

e e e m—— -4

| Please send me the following disks:

G- NG Name...

I No.. No Address ] Name
No... No AT

INo..... No. 1 pddre:

TRUE MULTITASKING - THE SMS2 OPERATING SYSTEM

Hand this order form to your local
friendly newsagent TODAY and
he'll make sure you never miss out!
r-

1
1

I Please reserve a copy of Atari ST
| User magazine every month until
1 further notice.

1
§ [ ! will collect

1 D 1 would like it delivered to my home

] Disk Catalogue Yes/No it
| (please send 3 x 25p stamps).  Postcode
I'enclose cheque/P.0. for £...........

| Merlin PD, 11 Grange Close, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos. GL6 9DF y

m Acari ST User June 1994
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lot of fuss has been made
recently about the ability
of Apple’s newly released
Power PCs to run DOS
and Windows sofcware.

This was celebrated as a
breakthrough in overcoming old
incompatibility barriers as though
emulators were an entirely new
discovery.

To make Apple’s new computer
run PC stuff, you still need to buy
an emulation program separately, as
indeed you could for previous
models of the Macintosh series and
—as you will know — have been able
to do for years if your machine was
not a shiny new Power PC but a
humble Atari ST.

All the PR hyperbole unleashed
by Apple may fool the innocent and
ignorant but it will not fool anyone
who has made a habit of wandering
between the different operating
system worlds for years.

BARRIERS

The fact is that the
incompatibility barriers have been
coming down for some time now,
to the point where it does not
matter which machine you buy any
more — unless your requirements
are very specialised indeed, or
company policy imposes a standard.

Take disk formats. A few years
ago, even computers with the same
CPIM operating system — very
much the business standard before
the arrival of MS-DOS - had
difficulties exchanging files between
floppies which looked identical.

Today, the double or high-density
3.5in disk is everywhere, and it is
perfectly possible to make a PC, a
Mac and an Adari read and write to
or from the very same disk without
breaking into a sweat.

I have a box of such pre-
formatted floppies on my desk
which | use precisely for the
purpose of carrying text files
between the TT and Mega ST with
PC and Mac emulators running on
them, the PCs and Macs at work
and the totally non-standard
Amstrad NC200 portable which |

Incompatible
computers and

software? Don’t worry
too much about it says
Giinter Minnerup, as he
reveals the mysteries of

the RTF format

use on the move — and none of
them has so much as coughed so
far! Then there is the increasing
migration of successful software
from platform to platform.
Heavyweights such as Microsoft
Word, Word Perfect, Excel, Aldus
PageMaker and so on are available
in near-identical PC and Mac
versions and will, of course, happily
run on the ST, emulating either
operating system.

Word ~ Perfect, _Protext,
Superbase Professional, Cubase and
others are sold for the ST as well as
the Mac and/or PC. There will soon
be a Calamus Windows NT, and
there is always the Gemulator to
make PCs run most ST software

As to file formats: spreadsheets,
databases and graphics have long
benefited from certain standard file
formats which were supported by
many packages on any platform —

The soon-to-be-
released Papyrus
seems the best of
the Atari bunch,
coping effortlessly
with footnotes and
fonts. If a font used
in the original
document is not
available, a
“Cho
Replacement Font’
dialog pops up for
you to choose a

handled rather

y Protext’s

RTF import. They are there, but will require a fair amount
of manual editing to print out correctly from the program

Conversion
reversion?

from the Lotus WKS format to
Encapsulated PostScript

Word processors tended to be
more incompatible than any other
software category because each
program and each hardware
platform devised its own character
sets and formatting codes.

There was ASCII, of course, but
ASCII files are stripped of all
formatting and accents.

SOLUTION

Foreign names, bold and italics,
footnotes and index markers
invariably fell by the wayside when,
for example, a Word Perfect file
written on a PC was transferred to
an ST word processor (except the
ST version of Word Perfect, of
course).

I'm pleased to find increasing
support by the major Atari software
houses for the Rich Text Format
developed by Microsoft some time
ago as a solution to this problem.

Using RTF files, most good DOS,
Windows, OS/2 and Mac text
crunchers can now swap documents
without losing the hard-earned
fruits of your editing labour. Fonts,
text effects, page numbers, even
footnotes and graphics are still
where they were put in the first
place.

How does RTF work? A few
years ago, before desktop publishing
had been invented, | used to
prepare word processor output for

P bureaux, laboriously

inserting text codes into the copy
for font changes, hyphenation,
spacing and other desired effects.

RTF works in exactly the same
fashion, except that it's done
automatically by the originating
software — known as the RTF
Weriter — and decoded equally
automatically by the receiving
program — the RTF Reader.

Using simple combinations of the
backslash symbol, a control word
and a numeric delimiter, almost all
text effects can be expressed in a
format independent of machine and
software. "\b ", for example, switches
on bold and ‘b0’ switches it off
again.

In reality, things are more
complicated, of course, but there is
no need to understand every detail
of it — unless you wish to write your
own conversion utility, not such a
difficult task for simple requirements
— as long as you have software that
takes care of the encoding/decoding
for you.

The benefits of RTF-capable
software are not, of course,
confined to the wanderers between
different software worlds, but can
be equally useful within the Atari
community to swap documents
between the bewildering variety of
different word processors, desktop
publishers and other packages.

Let us hope that the likes of
Protext, Calligrapher and Papyrus
will soon be joined on the RTF
bandwagon by all other text-hungry
ST and Falcon software!
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Don't risk missing your

ATAF

STUSER

Hand this order form to your
local friendly newsagent
TODAY and he'll make sure
you never miss out!

e ey

i ATARI
1 STUSER
I Please reserve a copy of Atari ST User

1 magazine every month until

J further notice.

1

1

1

1

i 1
1 [ 1 wil collect :
1 [] 1 would like it delivered to my home 1
1 |
]

]

1

1

1

And a message from us to your newsagent: Atari ST User should
be available from your local wholesaler. If not, contact the

Circulation Department at Europress on 0625 878888

1

1

1

1 Postcode
L

acnon 1ISSUES |1

ISSUE: OCTOBER 1993 ISSUE: SEPTEMBER 1993
, ON THE DISK: Zoo! demo and Hunchy  ON.THE DISK. Hetec, groory pacman
These days ST Action is incorporated into Atari ST User. 2010; an amazing full game. plus STA's clone, and a zany collection of quality PD.

However, if you missed any of the original issues and their g S e v e
great CoverDisks, when ST Action existed in its own right,

here's your chance to buy them. But hurry — stocks are

limited
R ST Action Back Issues —

e 1

0 October 1993. £250 (O April 1993. 50 l

J September 1993. £2.50 3 March 1993.... £2.50

Elunetae’, 2250 OO February 1983 o ISSUE: MAY 1993 ISSUE: APRIL 1993 ISSUE: MARCH 1993

O May 1993 £250 O January 1993 250 ON THE DIk Bcefvis o ON THE DISK Fu foot Ewter  ON THE DK et Soet

Sy P D e el b e

1 oo 4 g e
1 Address

RISKY WoODS

Postcode Daytime tel no.

I s o 14 s o oyt s e s Eti i
an it Hoe, Ao Pk sl S10 P

Or phone n 0625 878888 (10¢

quoting your credit crd defails.

1pm only)

ISSUE: FEBRUARY 1993
(ON THE DISK: Thres explosv fll ames,
pls 2 playble dem of the Codemasters Elecuronic Arts”pictorm seumr, Riky
mash, R Hood .

ISSUE: JANUARY 1993

ON THE DISK: Fuly playabe demo of

(O3 Tickths box f you do not wish to receve promotional materilfom other comparies

- |
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Blowing up a

here are a multitude of com-
munications programs avail-
able for the Atri ST, some
in the commercial arena, but
most tend to be public domain or
more frequently these days, share-
ware.

Storm is the latest offering from
original Flash author Alan Page, and
it appears to be significantly better
than the ‘official’ licensed sequel,
Flash Il

Released as shareware, Storm
should be available for downloading
from most bulletin boards. Unlike
other similar shareware programs
such as CoNnect, the generally
available version of Storm is not
restricted by time or features,
although users who register by
sending $25 to the author will
receive updated and improved ver-
sions as they are released.

TRADITIONAL

Storm is a traditional terminal-
oriented communications program.
Modules are supplied to support
various different terminal emula-
tions and file transfer protocols,
although VT100/102 and Zmodem
appear to be accepted as the de
facto standard these days. Although
X, Y and Zmodem are supported,
some users might find other proto-
cols, such as Kermit, useful.

A custom font allows the pro-
gram o provide 24 lines of text and
a type-ahead buffer on the same
screen, although it would be nice if
the comms session window were
re-sizeable — especially for those
using a large-screen monitor or
MultiTOS.

Ie's font is not one of the best I've
seen, especially in ST medium reso-
lution, and it would be nice if the
program allowed for user-installed
fonts too.

Storm’s script language should be
familiar to a great many ST users as

real Storm?

André Willey looks at a shareware
comms program that is flexible
and full of considerable potential

Etlshe © 190 aet
zY Rights feserved
Fully compleced at Hon to

Storm’s
Zmodem file
transfer can
occurasa

likely that anyone needing such a
feature will probably be using a mul-
titasking operating system such as
MultiTOS anyway, in which case
there is no reason why the program
cannot be loaded twice to achieve
the same effect.

However, although Storm
runs happily under MultiTOS, its
dialogues are not window-based,
which prevents the system

o, Y IR

Binary Hode

Statistics
[Data Sent

task, allowing
you to get on
with other
tasks in the
meantime

it is a variation of Basic, with a wide
range of additional commands to
handle comms-specific tasks, includ-
ing triggering interrupts when given
events occur. There is no built-in
‘auto-learn’ option to generate
scripts based upon live interaction
with an online system, but a Basic
program is supplied which can do
the same job.

Storm Basic has the distinct
advantage over some other comms
script languages in that it s inter-
preted rather than compiled. This is
a big plus when execution speed is
less of a critical factor than fine-tun-
ing the precise details of a program.

s with the capture log
editor/viewer, Basic programs can

T

be edited in their own re-sizeable
window, even while online tasks are
taking place. Existing Flash users wil
be pleased to note that the Basic
language is an extension of the old
Flash command language, so upgrad-
ing scripts should be a relatively
trivial task.

On the down side, Storm doesn’t
support baud rates beyond 19,200,
even on hardware that provides
such rates (Mega STE, TT or
Falcon). This is a big failing in this
age of fast modems, and hopefully
the registered version will improve
on this situation. The same applies
to the lack of multi-port sessions in
separate windows, a very powerful
feature of CoNnect. That said, it's

esk_File Gt Gaptars_
jo; 138

[ paFiTe g
T

bt hotes (] oGt
st (]t i bits
Cooae ] serial fort:
o v

o

s

s Frtscl

== {80 3 £ 1 i i
LI

from during configura-
tion operations. At least file
transfers and script execution
can both occur as background
tasks.

There also seemed to be a few
glitches in certain facilities. For
example, when trying to select
VT100 as the terminal emulation
mode for a specific dial entry,
Storm kept reverting back to TTY.
The item was ticked in the pop-up
menu, but not in the accompanying
dialogue button.

Storm will certainly appeal to
existing users of Flash, and to those
who find the over-complexity of
packages like CoNnect a little
daunting. It is perhaps a lictle limited
in its range of supplied terminal
emulations and file transfer proto-
cols, but hopefully more will
become available with future
releases.

Similarly, the lack of support for
baud rates beyond 19,200 may be
frustrating for Falcon owners.
However, it is generally a very
straightforward package to use,
with the flexibility to handle more
complex functions later.

Storm's script language should be familiar to most
it’s Basic with extra comms commands

Atari ST User June 1994 m

Download protocols can be installed or removed
at will, as can terminal emulations.

The extra serial ports on a Falcon or TT are
supported baud rate is still limited to 19,200
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COLOUR KITS for MONO PRINTERS

paper alignment i automatic you do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR
colour? Nuw ‘you can with Atari erlKulor Kit". Each Atari FlexiKolor kit comes complete with everything  PRINTER.If your printer is not listed below please phone. Atari FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20,all Slal
youneed to prin in colour ncluding superb software. Th colou kit s simple t us, the ribbons fit exactly 24 Pin, Panasonic 108/81/1123/1124. Epson FX80, LQL0D, LQAO0, LQS etc.Citzen 120D, NEC P

the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect your guarantee. Also on all models listed below Seikosha 1900+. Please note colour kits come  complete with coloured ribbons. ‘COMPLETEKIT: B? 97

FLEXIDUMP PLUS 2

R ” e Don't throw away your plastic_printer ribbon cases
THE COLOUR SOFTWARE FOR YOUR COLOUR PRINTER PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT Whar the dbbor ‘imﬂPom Iu}" i ki-rllhe i
* Total colour control 4Colour Citizen Swift

take out the old ribbon and reload it with a new
* Balance control for picture enhancement 4 Calour Citizen Swift (Reload).

| T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS

one. Its simple, Full nstructions supplied. Black

et bepy stop P ‘!Ll?:e {ColourStar LCID...... reloncls from s litie as 99p ea

* Selctsizeto beprinted VA olour Star

* Pgeconiol | NOW MNP PLUS 3 | 4 ColourStar LC2009 Fin (Relad) | COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS
* Coloursieve FLEX] e drivers | 4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin. e

* Ink correction o R Star LC2009 Pin 4 Colour (Normal k)

4 Colour Seikosha SL9:

4 Colour Seikosha SL95 (Reload).
1 Colour Citizen 120D/Swift

1 Colour Star LC10.

1 Colour Star LC2009 Pin.
1 Colour all Star 24 Pin. §
1 Colour Epson FXBﬂ/LQ—iO\)/MXBﬁ e

son L

* Automatic poster mode for larger han A4
 Gamma comection lly bl an savesbl)
ler for colour lettrheads et

eload - £5.99.........5 Reloads - £23.95
Star 24 Pin 4 Colour (NormalInk)

load - £6.9........5 Reloads - £29.95
Citizen Swift 4 Colour (Normal Ik

eloa 5 Reloads - £29.95
Panasonic KXP2180/2123 4 Colour (Normal Ink)
1Reload - £6.99........5 Reloads - £29.95
Seikosha SL95 4 C In
1Reload - £699......5 Reloads - £2995

* Colour/mono caalogue function
* Imports a large range of il types including (IMG)
larger than screen size,tiny, Spectrum 512, FF, Degas, Neo, IFF

1 Colous
At Dbl T 1 Colour araonie menm Inkribbons also avalablein Gold, Silver, Magents,

o o g 1 Colow n 10 Orange, Purple, Brown, Green, Blue, Red fora wide
bt Heat transte Pers3 large n\i/orar\go/uellou /grven/ range of print
% ool for T skt prnti blue, Large pons have amarker Soe i e £1435. et SpeGit rEink fo Panasonic priners, Star LC2009-pin,

e e Heat transfer Pens 5 small mi/omn,;e/ llow, /gmn/ pson LQ100 black bottle will re-ink 100+ ribbons ....£9.95
* Now with‘smooth'control,getrd ofthose jagged edges bl Sl et Hi o
 Large range of dithering (dot pattern) modes. irt P P
Rt an e, i, panpubte and print nny ot iy DESIIET (-5 ‘p:;;::g::;; kel g; FIl NO Mess INK ReriLLS FOR HP DESKJET

resolution "TRANSFERLAQ" for putti lass, |

T T T MR e g i ot viudosried sy (Ol PAINTIET AND CANON BUBBLEJETS
configurable between 1 to 8 across. CARE THREE PACK will refill HP51608A Cartridge 3

* Will drive 9 or 24 ﬁ‘m Star, Citizen Swift, Panasonic, NEC, ™ Fiow to order: Enclose cheques/PO made Wb,k = 1 imes. The Canon BC-01/S]48 Cartridge 3 times. Three

Epson, Canon etc. The colour pictures possible with this new CARE ELECTRONIChrse A Fack svalbie i Magem o Red Blue,
version willastound you. AL PSS NGO YAt A aneacE | Green, Brown, vuxpﬁj Iafc\]: Hliswexd
e N Order Line 0923 894064 “TRI-COLOUR PACK" 3 efis of Yellow, Magenta and

Cyar
'UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP TO FLEXIDUMP PLUS 3, an Rsﬁ ELECTRONICS CARESIX PACK wil re/f:% lél;Slléé)SA Cartridge 6
i t STU, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, lmes it .
ONLY £14.95 inc. RETURN MASTER DISK Pt S Watford. Heris, Wi o EBLACK REFILLS ONLY (3455
Tel: 0923 894064 Fax: 0923 672102 ik s e o

All prices include VAT @ 17.5%
but exclude delivery (see below)
Please make cheques payable to

THE UPGRADE SHOP.

THE UrGRADE SHoP TeL 0625 503448
37 CROSSALL STREET, MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE SK11 6QF
Mon-Fri 9am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm for orders and technical support.
1 year warranty on memory and
other products. 3 months on repairs.
Prices subject to change without
notice

Same day service available for upgrades and most repairs.

PLEASE RING BEFORE YOU BRING.
a mm

TUS HARD DRIVES

UPGRADES AND REPAIRS] - SUNDRIES ]

MARPET XRAM DELUXE KITS | [FOWER SUPPLIES for STF(W), STE Full range of high quality SCSI hard drives
New plug in replacement £33.99 available for the ST & Falcon.
For STF/STFM. These kits use Simms to Upgrade toa | [\o PG 1 eRacamierl. o v o
maximum 4Mb. Same day fitling service available for PIVE 5
only £10. 00 If you have any problems fitting a kit,return | | High uality mechanism with From bare cables, drives, etc.
10 us and we will be happy to do it 1Mb or 2Mb drive supplied 239,69 to complete systems, we can supply the
XRAM UNPOPUCATED £28.99| |OVERSCAN FOR ST, STF(M) one for you.
520 to 1Mb £37.99| |Remove the border and get more workspace £39.99 you.
520 to 2Mb £CALL | |TOS 2.06 FOR ANY ST 1
520 TO 4MB £CALL | |Update your es7.00| | Please phone or write to the above address
DOUBLE UPGRADE 1MB XRAM AND 1MB PC SPEED EMULATOR ST STF(M), STE +£60.00 for a brochure of products.
DRIVE £77.0 AT SPEED EMULATOR ST, STF(M) £139.00 |
. AT SPEED EMULATOR STE £149.00
FOR OTHER VARIATIONS PLEASE CALL | |REPLACEMENT 290 GPI MOUSE TUS 14" MONO MONITOR |
Good quallty, very smooth. £0.99
STE KITS MONIOR SOUND BOX. The TUS mono monitor can be used on the
All STE Kts include comprehensive fiting insiructions | | Give your silent mono moritor sound £20.99| | ST, Falcon or PC without modification
S S e day fing MONITOR SWITCH BOX Displays from 640 x 400 (ST - overscan
Si)atle or ory 6.0, Switch between mono and colour mode. £17.99
520 to 1Mb £9.99 i 26,09 | |COMPatible) to 1024 x 768 (Falcon or PC).
52010 20 £CALL | | ih seun Supplied with ST adaptor cable and
52010 aMb £CALL 4 .
COMPUTERS Enhanced Warranty Support (ring for details)
REPAIRS ATARI STFM and FALCONS
At aordabl prces:Fuly raine engineers for o RING FOR AVAILABILITY New Low Price....... £109.00
relliable repair. No fixed charge, all jobs are quoted for JEW HIGH DEN
RS et ot A P2 S b L
We also supply and fit high density modules and drives, | || Fuly automaticswitching. Supplied wih ful fting nsiructions DELIVERY CHARGES
accelerator cards, PC Emulators, TOS 2.06 etc. \y £25.00 Posta deliveryfor smal items
e . R only e22. 00 NEXT DAY courier delvry £7.00 (uly insure)
Fitting service only £10.00 igh Density module and 2Mib Drive only £63.00 || NPt tuahv gl PSR
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he most successful

mastheads tend to be those

blending text and graphics

into  a tasteful yet
uncomplicated design. Too much
cleverness makes for a bad visual
impression just as a plain single
word masthead fails to convey very
much atall.

The graphic element should be
as unobtrusive as possible, unless a
corporate or other such logo is
required. For example, the graphic
element might not even be an
imported graphic as such. It may
simply be a box, a border or
slightly distorted or shadowed text.

The first and last letters of the
title can be enlarged to “frame” the
newsletter’s subtitle. Alternatively
two or more different weights of
the same typeface can be used,
perhaps in conjunction with
different letter spacing on each line.
In other words the text itself is
being turned into the graphic
element of the masthead.

DISTINCTIVE

The next step up is to blend a
small piece of clip art with the first
letter of the title or substitute a
relevant piece of clip art for one of
the letters in the title.

Simply putting the logo and title
together on the same line works
perfectly well but your newsletter
will be far more distinctive if you
can find some way of varying the
juxtaposition of the text and
graphic elements. The title can

Textstyle plays about wint fonts

If you're using a GDOS-based package such as [ Tl Gt gt Vi Sule ot Tt Gt @
Timeworks or Easy Text, | can heartily ! Cs
Textstyle, a budget package from the ST Club
written by Jeremy Hughes of Fontkit fame.

It will work happily with any other DTP program
00, of course, but GDOS users will get more out of
it, particularly when used with fancy Calamus fonts.

Textstyle is a standalone program that lets you
play about with GDOS or Calamus fonts, adding
dozens of special effects such as contours, shadows
or inlining. Effects can be applied cumulatively and
there are endless possibilities for experimentation.

The end result can be saved as an IMG or TIFF file L
of any size or resolution, making resizing unnecessary
when it is imported into the DTP program.

Andrew Wright
delves deeper into
masthead design

partly cover the logo (or vice
versa) or you can bend the text
around the graphic.

A word about typefaces is
needed here. Most PD collections
are composed largely of display
faces and it can be tempting to use
them in your masthead. But the
majority are rather too ornate to
be used alongside prominent
graphics such as logos.

If you need to incorporate a
logo or other device, keep the
typeface relatively simple. For
more formal newsletters it is
perfectly reasonable to create the

Convector File Modify Windou_Bitna
O

3 FI\GRAPHICS\VECTOR\CONVNGTLLETTE 0B [ [

[
447 Bytes, 413 x 157 Pixel ez

Vector_Editor_Options
A\ RGES\INO\GILLETTE 16

This poor
quality scan
works far
better as a
vector
graphic
courtesy of
Convector

¥

masthead from the same face
intended for the body text or
headlines.

If you're stuck for ideas and find
working in a graphics package

NTE'W: SULIENT T ERR
o — L S—

THE

= —

This masthead is based on an IMG
file created using Textstyle

heavy going, there are still plenty
of tricks you can use inside a DTP
program.

Try creating a drop shadow for
text by duplicating the text frame
and carefully positioning it so that
it is slightly offset by a millimetre
or two. Shadows can be black or
mid-grey, depending on the look
you want to achieve.

Autotracing or vectorising
programs are often useful in
masthead design as it is often
necessary to scan in a logo or
other piece of clip art.

Turning a scanned image into a
vector graphic means you can
resize the logo to any size without
fear of distortion. If you need to
include a company name, for
example, and you don’t have (or
can’t identify) the necessary
typeface, scanning and vectorising
may be the only way.

This month's choice comes from the ST Club’s own range of 200
quality Calamus fonts. The full STC range is available in six
separate packs and though each has a varying number of
typefaces, they remain excellent value at £14.95 each for those
using Calamus or Digital Arts’ applications.

They are also good value for users of GDOS applications like

Timeworks as well as That's Write, because programs like
CFont and Fontkit can readily convert them to bitmapped
format.

Set |, for example, contains 13 sans serif faces suitable for
splay purposes. Each comes in several different
weights and styles, making a total of 60 fonts in all. Set 3 has 21

headings and

display faces which will be useful in all kinds of publica
particularly newsletters.

So Display 124 corresponds to Hobo while Display 416 is
Cooper Black. One particularly clean typeface is Display 479,
otherwise known as VAG Rounded. If you find VAG an odd
name for a typeface, think Volkswagen-Audi-Golf and you'll be
on the right track - it was originally designed for the German
car maker and can still be seen on VAG dealerships.

VAG Rounded

VAG Rounded Faxes
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PROFESSIONAL

! negofiations, Preferred foot (left/ight/both), Loans, Injuries,
Quite simply the best Football management game for your com Training, Special falents, Trainees, Goalkeepers (seporate skill
We have served thousands of safisfied customers during our 4 years of categories;
trading. Over 10,000 man hours (during 5 years) has been dedicated  Foreign ransfers, Unhappy players, Top 10 Hot shofs.

P
FOOTBALL MASTERS real positions, height, age. Live fransfer market, Contract & wage
4 oo e

s - Real lfe stafistics eflecting the stort of 93/94 season PLAY BY MAIL Service Now Availoble

Retirements

o the production of this games constant improvement and it must e Team : Training, Tactics (15 different styles), Aggression, Formation
one of the most realisfic and accurate representations of a professional - allows specific player field setfings (Left winger, Sweeper efc.).

football managers job. Main features below:- Club : Sponsorship, Ground improvements, Vi nt, Finan
Managers : 1 o 4 Human ployers, Rafings, Performance stafsfics,  The Motch : Real fime scoreboard reporting goas & injuies yellow/
sack and offes. 3 Diffculty levels, Manager of the month and season  red cords, Sound effects, Interventions permitted ot any time to
oworded, Pools, Pick any team in any division to begin with. change tactics, formations and make subs. Physical graphical penalty

League & Cup : Premier 22 teams, Division 1,2 & 3 have 24 teams,  participation (opfional). Over 80 different referees.

Playoffs, Tables. 7 Cup competitions with precise rules (2 legs, extra ~ Other : Fost load/save, Printer access, 20 Options to set various
time, away goal rule, seeded drows, European Cup fables, 5 subs, qame preferences, Insfruction book, Easy to play, Techni

fion-domesfic player restrictions etc.), Finalist route to glory.

Plus : Over 100 other meticulous refinements impossible to lst here.

or.

Gumes : Yearly fixture /previous lst, Week fixtures /results, Results ~ Editor : Allows you to amend various items in saved games. £17
from previous meefing with opponent (goes back up fo 6 seasons) Scottish-: Dedicated version details ovilabl upon request.

CRICKET MASTERS

This is o purely managerial cricket manager game that concentrates
on strategy and includes plenty of relevant stafisfics. The game has
been designed and developed by a frue fon of the sport. It replicates
everything that a real manager has to contend with and it's a tofally
unique production that anyone with an interest in Cricket should
experience. A summary of the main features is shown below:-

© AXA EQUITY & LAW 18 league county teams, 50 overs per game.
4 Cup compefitions including Benson & Hedges, Nat West.

* 20 different match umpires with accurate names and strictness.

* Accurate player details Sumame, height and age.

27 different player attributes, most have a direct impact on the
effectiveness of each individuals actions during a simulafed match.

@ Fasy player selection. All game fext s clearly presented.

 Batting and bowling averages. Top batting and bowling tables.
3 Different fraining intensities to boost batting, bowling or fielding.

i1 CoEDR 52

HILBROKES | eockitaken:|

O REce

® Weather, pitch and light often make an impact on ground condition. 5 ESSEX U SUSSEX

® Full match highlights let you watch the action ball by ball with full BETTING TERR:E
graphics andy/or realistic sampled sound effects for significant events
(Fours, Umpire decisions, etc.). Interventions are permitted at any time
to change batfing facics or fielding placings.

* 3 Batting/Bowling dlussifications (Normal, Attack and Defend).
 Choice of 15 different field placings, Manager rafing.

 Full scorecard resulfs with best batting and bowling figures.

® Other staff (Physio, Groundkeeper, Scout) can be hired and fired . s
© Annual league fixtures listing. Current week and last league resulfs. ! EIELD SETFINGES Sieteks oo
 View current cup compefition draws and historic records. LT -
 Real fime fransfer market. Player contract and wage negotiations.
 Sponsors, Printer access, Finances, Poor ground fines,

15 Options fo alter game preferences, Load,/Save game. 4 E‘. EJ &E‘!::_
© Instruction book with plenty of examples.

 Plus many more fine details that we are unable fo list here. e

Open National Tipping Compefifion 1991 : Organised by Racecall, regulated by the

Tote, this program achieved joint second. This led to a serious approach from a well

known national book maker. Rejected in favour of supporfing the public.

Winnings Stafistics : 104 wins out of 166, as from 2/6,/93 0 1/9/93.

Formula : This program tells you exactly what to do. You can NOT amend our system unlike so many other
similar programs. How confident can you be in something that invites amendments!

s P e iokie T STER S Research & Development : Three years full ime race analysis and experimentation to refine and test the
:] ;’D’ prediction system.
-

g_; L Inside Knowledge : Plenty of unique hints from contacts in the know.

v men AR TR i User Friendly : No racing knowledge required, easy to use, tutorial book.

As soon as our programs predictions have a prolific impact on the betting odds we will
stop accepting new buyers
Monthly Updotes : Highly recommended option. If any update fails to break even we'll send the next one

This game has been designed to be as close o real racing as possible. Five years of
development by a clever racing expert has led to the second revision of this Flat Horse Racing

imulation. Up fo 4 players can parficipate as Owner Trainers with the primary objective of
becoming the top rated frainer, in respect of prize money won, at the end of each racing ¥
season (Morch fo November). There are up fo 35 other inteligently controlled compuer L 0702) 60055 7 .

frainers fo compete against and compare your personal performance:

48 HOUR DISPATCH e
To achieve this aim you must discover a potential champion and train them so that they [COMPUTER
become capable of compefing well and winning any of the 47 big prize money races

(Handicap and Group). eg. The Derby

To give you an idea of the fools provided in this game to assist you reaching your objective we.

have lsted the main features below-

© 250 horses each with over 60 independent variables that effect performance.

26 different race courses (2 all weather), real life characteristics mirroring the diversity and
uniqueness of racecourses in the UK, descriptions of each are accessible in the gome.

20 Jockeys who vary in ability and booking fees, Give orders and Receive

 Formbook and Win Summary Cards cover the previous 200 races.

 Animate race disploy or ustthe resut. View Declorafion List of other horse enties for roces. | 32a Southchurch Road,

 Very informative report by Head stable lad. Tipsters. Bookmakers.
 Racecards similar to racing press. Real life. Handicaps & Race Types.

© Viruses, Injuries & Vets. Load/Save game. Many other items included.

Version s availoble upon request (Simple frining & betting) @ §15.

free of charge. From £25.
Price Increase : Highly likely. Buy now before success forces increase.

24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOT-LINE

CHEQUE PAYMENTS
If you have o guarantee
cheque card or credit card
please wite ifs number on Tessional Fo
the reverse of your cheque, P.F.M. Editor V4
doing so will ensure dispatch Stable Masters V2
within 48 hours of receipt. se Tipster (RRP £99.95)
OUR ADDRESS icket Mosters
ESP Software (STU), ional Football Master

eedback

| Southend-on-Sea, EDIT CARD NUMBER & EXPI
| Essex $51 2ND. England.
TEL. (0702) 600557 NAME

FAX. (0702) 613747 ADDRESS
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Makin

recently sent a press release

about a business program |

had written to four maga-

zines, feeling fairly confident
they would be inferested.

This confidence stemmed largely
from the fact that | failored a different
version of the release for each of
the publications, in the light of my
knowledge of the slightly different
markets they serve, and the
decidedly different philosophies of
their editors.

Two of the four replied by lefter.
One letter said, in effect: “Thanks
for thinking of us, but there’s no
guarantee we can carry anything —
you'll have to wait and see.”

The second letter sounded more
positive, saying the information
would be carried “in future issues”,
and | would be informed when
anything about the program was
about fo appear.

Another of the four replied by
telephone. The deputy editor asked
me several questions about the
program and also requested that |
send screenshots and photographs
of a set of the disks complete with
printed labels.

| duly obliged (as you invariably
do when offered some free publicity),
and am quite confident something
will appear in the next issue of that
magazine.

Only one of the four failed
to respond. The reason, as |
discovered on attempting fo follow
up my release with a phone call
which you should always do if
you've had no response after a
reasonable period of fime, say a
couple of weeks — was that the
magazine is no longer being

published!

HIT-AND-MISS

Despite the inevitable hit-and-
miss element in the response to this
kind of public relations exercise,
what this particular mini-cam-
paign illustrates is that publicity is
available if you provide precisely
what o magazine or other publication,
or even local radio or TV, is looking for.

One thing many writers and
editors are looking for is an easy
life. That’s not to say they are
unprofessional, or careless about
what material they use in their
publications.

They are careful - but if you take
the care for them, and provide
them with something unusual, well-
written, newsworthy and exactly in
keeping with the kind of market

Richard Williams provides ten tips to
improve the chances of getting your
news into print or on to the air

WS

to this are the specialist magazines
looking for new items coming on to
the particular market they cover,
and even then, they occasionally
decide to “slate rather than state”
even after you've had the decency
to send them free samples of your
product for review.

Make your press releases look

[ N
ATART

For Immediate Release

Atari's Jaguar Rips Into

World's ist 64 it Inracive Molimedia Home

Temy Valesk
Ad Corporaton

3D Video Game Jungle

Entrisinmen Sysiem Avilabic

for Under $250; Four Jaguar Games Ship

SUNNYVALE, Callf, — Noverber 4, 1993 — Auri Corporation todsy announced the
availability of Jagus,the world's fir 64-bi ineracive mlimedia home erierainment

Evoluion-Dino Dudes; and Raiden,

" : Crescen Galaxy

bjecss thas apear 10 have o resuictions on how fastthy run. fy, blastor realat, Fach
fat-paced video advcrure srrounds players with Jaguar's 16-bis CD>-quallty o,

sysem,
price of $249.95. Atk alo announced the vadlabilty of four game iles (0
|

collding wortde

 said Sam Tramiel,

idontof Atai, “Jagoar

senorasion of mulimeta video enrsinment.”

ey 0 he

A well designed press releast

can work wonders. But don't go over the top

design — remember, content is the most important aspect of any release

ohey aim at, they will be glad to
use it.

Send them something unremark-

able which is poorly written, and
perhaps fairly obviously incom-
plete, and it will take a consider-
able effort on their part fo bring it
up o a standard worthy of publication.
The sad truth is that it will most
likely end up in the bin

S0 you need fo use your ST and,
if you have one, your printer to
maximum advantage. Good word
processor or DTP software need
not be expensive, and if you can
do graphics as well - not necces-
sarily half-tone reproductions
of photographs, but include these
if you have the capability - then so
much the better.

Study the magazine, newspa-
per, local radio or regional TV
company closely before deciding
what angle to take, and the form of
words. You may need fo take a dif
ferent line with each one, depend-
ing on the markets they serve.

For instance, it's no use writing
technical information for popular
TV or radio, whereas a technical
journal will find a generalised
piece too vague. So the bad news
is that mail-merge is not always the
answer when sending out press
releases - at least if you want them
to have a better than average
chance of success.

For TV and publications, think in
terms of images as well as words.
Even if you can’t do your own
pictures, once an edifor is interested,
he or she may want to organise
some form of illustration, especially
if it's the kind of picture story they
are constantly looking for.

Make sure your product or service
gets a prominent mention in your
release, but don't make it read like
a sales pitch. Journalists are fierce-
ly competitive, but most of them
are non-commercially inclined by
nature, and will probably reject out
of hand anything that reads like an
advertisement. The only exceptions

ut don’t go over the
top. No-one will be fooled by
fancy presentation if the release is
fundamentally flawed because it's
otherwise uninteresting.

Don't use annoying, meaningless
expressions such as “highly suc-
cessful”, “well known”, “and so
on” and “etc”. If something is highly
successful, simply say why it quali-
fies as such; i ifs well known, people
will know it already; if you can’t
spell out precisely what the “and
s0 on” or the “efc” is, then you're
exaggerafing.

Don't exaggerate. Journalists are
often accused of this, but it's usually
a false allegation. What they do is
take a particular angle or place a
particular bias on a story to make
it more inferesting.

Make no mistake ~ news is a
product like anything else, and
there are ways of making the product
more exciting and palatable to a
joundiced public. You can do it,
too, with some thought and careful
choice of words.

Send your release fo a named
individual. When researching
particular magazines, newspapers
and broadcasting companies, it's
important to make contacts.

ANGLE

Don't give up easily. If you
appear fo elicit no response, call
the publication or broadcaster
concerned, but do bear in mind
that responses can sometimes take
a while.

When your releases prove suc-
cessful, give yourself a pat on the
back. This kind of publicity might
be free in one sense, but hopefully
the foregoing will have given you
an inkling of how difficult it can be
to achieve.

You won't be able to measure
your success in the way you can
when you exhibit at a frade show
or send out a direct response mail-
shot, but any favourable publicity
will help your firm or cause, and a
mention of your product or service,
with your address and/or fele-
phone and fax number, can have a
dramatic effect on sales.
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Aftari ST User back
issves and binder

Have you missed one of our past issues? Well now’s your chance to
bring your collection up to date - but hurry stocks are limited!

FEATURES: Upgrading the ST, Frankiut FEATURES: Graphics packages compare, TPEATURES: Moltimeda expaine, TURES: The workd's gestest ks,
Music Fai, harddrive management, fiing fauy STs and A n Europe monitor roun-up,picure viewing eplacement desktops compared,sot
pracy, PostSpt pinting and REVIEWS: Save Diver, TruePai, NeoDesk uities and how tocompute safely ware buyers’ quideand At printing
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REVIEWS: Video Titer, Falcon Sped, REVIEWS: Ari Works, HP Poable ragal, Sweet Siteen Tabty, Studio
View I seanning soluion and NVD! pinte, Microitec Cub-Scan monitor and Unimate Vius Kilor 59 Phato, Raystatand Vi ST (12)
251 and Supermon FREE:2-page ST Actongames supplement FREE:pagebookiet

OM DISK:Word Wites VALUED AT £50 ON DISK:Prodata VALUED AT £30

processorand MicroProse's Dogfightai bate

JANUARY
FEBRUARY

"FEATURES: Tansform images using ~FEATURES: Memory upgrades, nformation

morphing echniues transter,how o avoid mai orer misery quide VirtalReay, Data Education, A Computers at

REVIEWS: arekin3, Eay Text AREVIEWS: aguar, Digape, UVK 5, Video Compression Simantam Unven!

Vector,Ghroma 24, Mortimer and MasterFlcon, DA Vector Pro, EdHak AREVIEWS: Autio Mastr DA REVIEWS: Copist OTP, G-

poviiy Magh2 Piture, Clry 16, Tooght, View, Poart
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ON DISK:Easy Text Pls VALUED AT £20 Protachvome vi

FEATURES: Vit Vi, Frnkirt i
Music Show, CeBIT, Educaton S‘O‘fl;?;’ys:’:g:?f:m‘f: in Binde:
ount T
REVIEWS: Breakihnu 2, Trve this high quality All prices include VAT.

May 1994 + dis}

: Please place your orders using the Readers' Oifers form on page 76
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Kick starting the

f you boot up in colour on an
ST, you have at the most two
choices of resolution, low or
medium

With a Falcon, you've got at
least ten resolutions to choose
from, depending on your setup. If
you happen to have a screen
expander like ScreenBlaster or
BlowUp, the choice is probably
even higher.

All this makes it even more vital
o use a boot manager program to
set you up for the session ahead.
Boot managers enable you to
select which AUTO folder pro-
grams and desk accessories you
want to load as you boot up but
more importantly for Falcon users,
they offer you a choice of
NEWDESK.INF files too.

The NEWDESK.INF file contains
all the information on resolution
and number of colours, along with
the position of things like windows
and drive icons on the desktop.

RENAMING

All you have to do is create your
ideal desktop layout and then
save the information via Save
Desktop in the Options menu.
Don't worry about the colours and
resolution for the moment — make
sure your applications are installed
on the desktop and the windows
and drive icons are as you need
them.

Now you rename the current
NEWDESK.INF file to something
else, such as TEMPINF, and then
save a NEWDESK.INF file in every
conceivable resolution and colour
depth you're likely to use, immedi-
ately renaming each one to reflect
the video mode — for example,
80C256IL.INF for 80 columns,

system

John Hetherington looks at boot
managers and why they’re so
necessary for Falcon owners

interlace on and 256 colours or
40CTRUNLINF for 40 columns,
true colour and no interlacing. If
ou get stuck, just load the
TEMP.INF file again, using Read INF
File under Options.
You can now store all these INF

files in a dedicated folder. All
your boot manager has to do is
rename them to NEWDESK.INF
when instructed and you will boot
up in the video mode stored in the
file.

Of course, the choice of boot

A better way to
start the day -

manager is up to you but one
stands head and shoulders above
the rest - XBoot 3. XBoot3 is sup-
plied on a single floppy disk with a
smart 56-page manual and it installs
itself in your AUTO folder when
you run the installation routine.

You can create a default set of
AUTO programs and accessories
for everyday use that installs your
usual accessories and AUTO pro-
grams and arranges the GEM desk-
top in the way you work best.
Other sets can be created for spe-
cial purposes.

‘ou may use a particularly mem-
ory hungry program with very few
accessories to keep as much RAM
free as possible, in which case you
can even set XBoot to automatical-
Iy load it without further ado.

Once it's installed, XBoot exe-
cutes first in the resolution speci-
fied in the Falcon’s non-volatile
RAM

It searches your boot partition
and lists all the AUTO programs
((PR?) and accessories (AC?) it can
find and lists them on screen in the
two left-hand windows (the limit s
100).

CPXs, both active and inactive,
are listed too and you can
specify which ones XCONTROL
load. You can also
specify a NEWDESK.INF file, an
ASSIGN.SYS file and a third user-
defined option such as the configu-
ration file for your chosen RAM

There are also tens icons on the
right-hand side of the screen from
which you can access various other
or complete the boot

Falcon compatible
XBoot version 3.03
= ICONS
\ =l
| |-k e [T
s R —
ettt iy should
TR il ey —
Sart oot @ ki Tt T |
talt et (TS
O puser e
il &t § aceseries
| disk or whatever.
S braiin e il
XBoot's
parameter [
screen procedure.

Eeh, that's naughty!

Readers’ letters keep rolling in - who says there are no

Falcons out ther:

Mr Andy Richardson from Etchingham in Sussex wrote
in enclosing a program called Ecopy which

downloaded from a BBS.

It handles the copying of HD disks correctly, unlike
ely it’s entirely in German.
Worse still it looks like ripped-off commercial softwar

Fastcopy Pro, but unfortun:

Take a look at the

appears to have been removed by some antisos
If you see it on a BBS anywhere,
program’s

confirmation - let’s hope an English version appe:

ten to the

‘About’ screen -

the serial number

ask the sysop to think

author for

s500n...  certainly look goo

3 schne forn.
f fltiaies
atibel

od in Eng

Everything is selected using the
mouse — a far better way of doing
things than the antiquated key-

board interface offered by
Superboot, the shareware boot
manager.

You can skip XBoot for quick
reboots if necessary by holding
down user-defined hot keys and
there’s also a help screen if you get
confused and an UNDO command
if you make a real dog's dinner of
it. XBoot is certainly a treat for ST
owners but for Falcon owners it's
a must.

This unmissable utilty is available
from HiSoft on 0525 718181 and
costs £35.
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ATARI ADVERTISERS' INDEX

Gasteiner ...
Goodman PDL .....
Hi-Soft ...

Power Computing....
Premier Mail Order .
Special Reserve.....

Analogic....
Care Electronics...
Caspian Software ...

ESP Software ... Ladbroke ... System Scllitions
Europress Direct... Merlin PD..... ; W
Fast Engineering ... Microvitec.... The Upgrade Shop.....
Floppyshop... MT Software Tumblevane...

Furst Ltd. New Age PDL WTS

B e S e -

FOR QUICK QUALITY WORK DONE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Upgrades + Engineering requirements

aopRMaL SIM%UDA:\;iggFE\ER:E STE to 1Mb.. 10.99
G ] oo o e
Five Gty 12.00 mid-day s'rFu: ? 2. ggg

A Maoiors Iefaid London Bodble 2700

Door to door pick up + delivery anywhere in the U.K. T € £39.95
or see us at our workshop in Central London Power %s.oo

FAST COMPUTER SERVICES
144, Tanner St., Tower Bridge, London SE1 2H

Tel. 071-252 3553

©

p’&m
No. and expiry date to.
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Power Drives

PC720B, the award winning external
disk drive which includes a virus blocker,
builtin Blicz Turbo and is able to boot from
drive B

PC720B. - {1
PC720P (inc. PSUJ ...£58
PC7201 (internal) ... .£39.95
(360K uppade dive, e cs modiaion)

PC720 O (offici £45

(720K el epacemens die)

Drive B Cable

1f you have an internal drive that is not
compatible with ‘boot from drive B, this
cable il solve your problern.

Drive-B cable..... £9.95

tz Turbo

Back-up disks at lightning speeds, Blicz
copies from the interal to the external drive
and cleverly by-passes your ST's controller
chip. In around 40 seconds you can back-up
an ST disk, what's more you can switch
between your disk drive and Blitz Turbo
withou disconnecting your Bliz inteface.
(1988 Copyrigh act applies)

Blitz Turbo. £25

Power Scanner

‘The award winning scanner from Power
Computing allows you to scan up to
400DP! in real-ime greyscale, with autoscan
rate detect. The scanning software included
allows you to edit and manipulate any image
you scan.

Power Scanner ....
Power Scanner with OCR.

Ring Interruption

Use with Ultimate Ripper or SuperMon.
Stop gamesor programs in ther tracks, search
forinfnate lives and hack with code. A press
of the key and the program s estarced.

Ring Interruprion ..

Memory
1MB Simm ... s

CalCom v.32 bis

External fax and data modem including
these many features:

External Fax & Data modem

Supports up to 57,600 bps

Full Haynes AT command set supported
Supports class 1, 2 and 3 fax commands
Call back security

Optional power on auto-dial

‘Supports error correction + detection
Leased line support

Supplied with Amiga and PC software for
‘Windows

All cables & Power supply included
Calcom v.32 bis
Includes mod

169

Prics e vld o she monsh of pbliceion only. E & OF. All prices include VAT, Power Compusing Lid.

1994 Goods are sold subject 10 our

sandard terms and. condiions of sale and are available on requess.

Sponfoaions e, pric e b o change bt roice, and sl mademarks are acknowledged Al
Potoer Computing L producs come with a backt bas 12 monhguaranter

COMPUTING LT

Epson Printers

“The LQ-150 is a fast quiet 24-pin colour
dot matrix printer. With draf princing speeds
of up to 216 s and high quality colour text
and graphics output. The LQ-150 has a buik-
in 50 sheet paper cassette with automatic
paper feed, and an opional tractor unitfor use
with continuous and muli-part sationery.

Operating cither fator flipped on its back -
o save desk space - the LQ-150 incorporates
Epson’s ESC/P and ESP/P? printer anguages,
ensuring compatibility with most popular
software packages. It also comes supplied with
Windows printer driver for use on your IBM
aswell.

Povwer Computing being an Eson disbutor
and dealer can supply all Epson products at
‘uncompromising prices.

Epson LQ-150 + cable
Tractor unit
Black ribbon
Colour ribbon .
Epson LQ-100 + o

Bedford MK41

SuperMon comes with all the features
of the ‘Ultimate Ripper’ and more. Some of
the features included with SuperMon are:

SuperMon

Program switcher- llows to programs to be in
the memory simultancously and switched
beaween atthe touch of a key, Printer spoolr-
allows files to be printed at the same time as
other tasks, Comprehensive debugger- dis-
assemble programs and step through them,
inercepe O calls, search memory or find
wherea routine s called from automatical-
Iy, Diagnostics function- check the
internal functioning of your ST disk
analyser, custom format disks, read/write
sectors, hide files, Utilites- the SuperMon
also has many

ty functions available,
including reset proof RAM disk, mouse trap
function, time display, screen snapshot and

S0/60Hz togele.
Ultimate Ripper £25

£35

Including SuperMon.

Miscellaneous

Atari Mouse.
Power Clock
Optical Mouse.
Replacement opical mat .
100 Branded disks + box.
10 Branded disks...
Intruder 1 joystick
Maverick 1 joystic .
Apache 1 joystick

Order

Form

Name

Address

Telephone No.

System Owned

Description

Tendatteb

PO for £

Credit Card No.

Epiry Date

Signature

Delivery next day £5.00 2-3 days £2.50 Sarurday £10.00 deliveriesare subject o stock avalabliy.
Please make cheques payable to Power Computing Lid




Four Reasons not to Stay Single!

No, we haven't set ourselves up as a dating agency
yet! In fact our latest product bundles may have
just the opposite effect - HiSoft presents a range of
brand-new MultiPacks that will sorely-tempt you to
stay quietly at home with your Atari computer.

These bundles are only available exclusively from
HiSoft, for a limited time, and represent
tremendous value for money.

o and packing (we
thin 5

. Programming

Tempus 2

super-fast and very configurable
programmers' editor

great for learning the C language,
includes full K&R tutorial

The Coders'
MultiPack

Devpac 2

£

standard 68000 development system
with assembler/editor/debugger

Utilities

advanced hard disk optimiser
with medic facility

KnifeST

easy-to-use disk recovery
system for floppies and hard drives

Al products on this page should be available separately from your local Atari dealer
or directly from HiSoft. If you need any further information on any product (such as
its memory requirments) please call us or write fo us before ordering. Ask for our

new 32-page Atari catalogue.

Business Applications

9.95

norm £124

interactive, standard BASIC
compiler with full ST libraries

norm £144

Personal Finance
Manager Plus

keep track of your credit cards,
gas/electricity bills, bank account etc.

K-Spread :

powerful, flexible spreadsheet
‘with a host of features

£79.95

norm £169

K-Graph 3

easy-to-use, yet powerful charting
program for pie charts, line charts:

Video ColourMaster

the fun, real-time video system  the RGB splitter for VideoMaster for
for your ST/STe computer superb colour stills

The Media

MultiPack

Replay Stereo

8-bit stereo sampling and
playback on all STs

norm £229

compose & arrange any type of
music with this complete MIDI system

Credit Card Orderline - phone 0525 718181

All offers are subject to,
availability and expire on
31 May 1994.

Diamond Back 2

complete hard disk backup
system with support for flopticals

DataLite 2§ o

online compression system, saves
up to 50% valuable disk space

The Old School Greenfield
Bedford MK45 5DE UK.
Tel +44 (0) 525 718181
Fax +44 (0) 525 713716

\© Copyright HiSoft 1994. E&OE




	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_01
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_02
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_03
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_04
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_05
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_06
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_07
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_08
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_09
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_10
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_11
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_12
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_13
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_14
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_15
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_16
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_17
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_18
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_19
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_20
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_21
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_22
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_23
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_24
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_25
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_26
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_27
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_28
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_29
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_30
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_31
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_32
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_33
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_34
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_35
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_36
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_37
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_38
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_39
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_40
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_41
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_42
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_43
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_44
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_45
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_46
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_47
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_48
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_49
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_50
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_51
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_52
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_53
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_54
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_55
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_56
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_57
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_58
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_59
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_60
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_61
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_62
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_63
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_64
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_65
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_66
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_67
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_68
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_69
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_70
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_71
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_72
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_73
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_74
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_75
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_76
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_77
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_78
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_79
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_80
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_81
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_82
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_83
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_84
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_85
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_86
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_87
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_88
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_89
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_90
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_91
	atari-st-user-issue-101_Page_92

