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Presented in association with AMIGA COMPUTING, ST FORMAT
and enthusiastically supported by GASTEINER

* GREAT SHOW OFFERS *
OVER 30 EXHIBITORS INCLUDING
AMIGA COMPUTING AND ST FORMAT

SEE, TRY AND BUY FROM A WIDE RANGE OF THE LATEST AND BEST
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FROM AMIGA AND ATARI
MANUFACTURERS, DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS

“NOW IN ITS THIRD GREAT YEAR AND GROWING FAST”

PLACE: NOVOTEL HOTEL, HAMMERSMITH, LONDON.
DATE: 10th & 11th JUNE 1995

TIME: 10AM TO 6PM

TICKETS: £5.00 cHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE

For advanced booking phone Gasteiner on 0181-345-6000 or Fax on 0181 345 6868



THE OFFICIAL 4 }° REPAIR CENTRE

S ATARI COMPUTERS & MONITORS

I3 Atari 520/1040 ST/STM/STF/STFM/STE . . ............ £59.95 The only leading. -

| 98 Atari Mega ST/Mega STE/TT/Falcon i ey ‘:i';:;eh:“ s

EEA)_ Atari Monochrome High Res Monitors SM124, SM125 .. £59.95 prof ezsional ?‘IiZh

1 Atari Colour Monitors SC1435,SC1224 .............. £59.95 quality, while:u-wait
Philips CM8833 and Protar Colour Monitors . .......... £59.95 :

R * We pick up computers for repairs and upgrade for next day delivery to us by Courier Service for only £6.00 + VAT. repal_r & upg rad_e

S * All monitors repair charges exclude CRT & Lopt. | ‘ service on Atari

computers without +
any surcharges
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MEMORY UPGRADES

MARKET DEVELOPMENTS OFFICIAL XTRA-RAM DELUXE INSTALLERS

520 STF/STFM to 1 Meg
520/1040 STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg

520/1040 STE to 2Meg
520/1040 STE to 4 Meg

- HARD DRIVES .

4Fe" PROTAR PROFILE SERIES II HARD DRIVES
pta. COMPATIBLE WITH AILL ST/STF/STFM/STE/MEGA ST/FALCON

.........
........
=

Rlofile 170DE = oo ol o £269.95  Rrolile:365DC: i v L iE e £349.95

Brofile 270BG: i Lt e et £299.95  Profileb40DGC .. . o i £369.95
P.O.A. FOR HIGHER RANGE OF PROFILE SERIES 2 OR BARE H.AFiD DRIVES

BARE SCSI Hard Drives 2.5” IDE Hard Drives for Falcon

SFOMB: e e e i el £169.95 SOMB s Al sl e £99.95
DRIMBE e e £199.95 ?ggﬁs --------------------------- g l g-gg
SBOMB ... £249.95 OEOMB. e TR g6 T
SA0MB ... £269.95 Hard Drive Bracket ... .. e i SN £14.95
e s EiNE e S e e S B £499.95 IDEGaBless S0 o e £9.95
FALCON MK Il with 14MB + 500MB Hard Drive . .. . . . L S e £2299.00
FALCON MK Il with 14MB + 500MB Hard Drive + FDI + Cubase Audio . .......... £3499.00

3.5” Internal Drive & Module......£54.95

COMPUTER/DISK DRIVE SERVICING
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STE/STFM 2.06 TOS SWITCHERS

| With Hardware Switch
THE ONLY SOLDERLESS DIY KITS AVAILABLE

NEW LOW PRICE FOR A LIMITED PERIOD

o
)
STETOS 2.06 ROMS: = ol e £44.95 STE/STFM TOS Switcher a
STE TOS:Swilcher .. ... S P £24.05 - IncludiNgiROMS L it i b o £54.95 D)
MONITORS ACCESSORIES =
STE/STFM Scart lead ....£14.95 290 DpiMouse .......... £14.95 -&
M I I £1 29 9 5 STE/STFM lead to Blitter Chip + Socket . .. .. £44.95 e
5 Philips CM8833 . ........ £14.95 MouseMat .............. £4,95 m
Twin Joystick/Mouse 10 Blank Branded Disks . . . .£5.95 .
HIGH RESOLUTION MONOCHROME MONITOR Portextlead ............. £5.95 ForgetMe Clock ......... £21.95
POWER SUPPLIES FLOPPY DISK DRIVES
STFM/STE Power Supplies (Service Exchange) ... ... .. £24.95 1Meg3.5" InternalDrive ................. £39.95
NEW STFM/STE Power Supplies ................... £44.95 High Density 3.5” Internal Drive ............ £44.95
HEWLETT PACKARD PRINTERS
HEB20 0 i e R e s £229.95 HP540; 7 i ior Tastiaia s sn iien g s = £269.95
HP320 with colour kit . ... .. ... . £264.95 PS40 with colouriat: . s £304.95
RESBCCololr =i £439.95 HP1200.Colouns - iear 0 oo vl £1249.95

® All prices include VAT @ Fixed charge for Repair does not include Disk Drive replacement & keyboard
. @ All prices subject to change without notice ® We reserve the right
HACCREE to refuse any repair ® Please allow 5 working days for cheque

| clearance @ P&P £3.50 by Royal Mail or £6.00 + VAT by Courier
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9am to 5pm




ISSUE 71 m JUNE 1995

We show you how to
boost the perfor-
mance power. of your

ST, with our step-by-step photo
guide to fitting those essential

FEATURES

CUSTOMISE YOUR ST

Clive shows you how to upgrade your ST's
memory, TOS disk drive and screen resolution
with a series of F'I'EthI{.’ll cuides.
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27 CALAMUS USER GROUP

Steve Llewelyn runs the highly useful and very
| successful Calamus User Group. We decided to
find out more.

43 HIGH-SPEED COMMS

Find out how to upgrade your serial port to cope
with the latest high-speed modems, plus a guide
to which modem you need to buy.

58 TUTORIAL: C

HiSoft C Interpreter is on this month’s Cover Disk
and Mac Marsden is raring to go with the first
installment in a new programming series.

65 TUTORIAL: STOS

Tony Greenwood, author of the most excellent
HERO, begins a course revealing the innermost
secrets of STOS.

68 TUTORIAL: PABLO PAINT

Frank Charlton brings you the second part of
our series of tutorials dealing with last month'’s
exclusive Cover Disk giveaway.

HIGH Sped Comms
43

£39,000 GIVEAWAY ¢§

Yes, that's £39,000’s
worth of software to
give away courtesy
of Audiogenic. Turn
to page 11 now!

Unmissable guide to the latest 28,800 bps
fax modems and upgrading your serial port.
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30

31

NVDI 3.0

Frank Charlton assesses the latest update of System
Solutions’ popular software accelerator. But will it
satiate your need for speed?

EXTENDOS PRO

[f you've got a SCSI CD-ROM drive, you need
ExtenDOS to drive it. Does the latest version keep
the flag flying high? It sure does!

OUTSIDE

Now Falcon, TT and Pak 68/3 owners can use their
hard drive as virtual memory — an inexpensive

alternative to memory chips. But is it up to speed?

STario Land looks set
to be another plat-
form stunner

on the ST. Can you
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34

35
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STARIO LAND PREVIEW

Hmm, have we seen this game before? Dave
Barrington looks at what could well be another
platform hit on the ST.

BRENERVARIOUS

Dave Barrington looks suitably dubious at this
commercially released sequel to the PD Aaron.

TESSERA

Not only is this colourful and clever variant on the
puzzle theme a great game, but the demo is also on
the Cover Disk this month! Nick is over the moon.

Ping 2000 is a Falcon-only clone of the Sreade it that

made Atari’'s name. Is this varsin

36

37

38
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PING 2000

Is this Falcon-only update of the old Atari console
classic really playing tennis, or will it have you
bouncing off walls? Our new recruit has a good
long look, then makes the tea. Good lad.

PD ACTION

Three games, including the Falcon-only Falctris,
come under the microscope this time round.

PD CHOICE

In what is a classic month for serious PD, Speed of
Light 3.7b pips both Freedom and NovaDisk 6 to the
title of “Application of the Month’.
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3, news of Jean-

REGULARS

COVER DISK

Nick’s nuttier than a hibernating squirrel, but he
does know his Cover Disk. Good job really, as
there’d be little point employing him otherwise.

NEWS

The latest news on
Papyrus 4 and Twist

Michel Jarre’s
preoccupation with
STs and lots more.
This is the place to
be if you want to
stay in touch with
all things Atari.

EURONEWS

Don Maple was in
Germany and Steve
Llewelyn in Paris
for two sparkling Atari shows. Plus the usual mix of
news and PD from the European continent.

ST ANSWERS

‘Mad Doc’ Clive Parker, fresh from dismembering
several S5Ts, brings our team of experts together to
answer your queries, however trivial.

THE SCORE

You know The Score, especially if you're a musician
with an Atari. Andy Curtis is waiting with all the
latest news, reviews and advice you'll ever need.

GAMEBUSTERS

The complete solution to Sierra’s innuendo-riddled
adventure, Leisure Suit Larry 3. Goodness me!

READER ADS

Buy, sell, exchange and haggle to your heart’s
content in the Camden Market of the ST scene.

ST DIRECTORY

Every phone number you could possibly need, plus
more than a few useful e-mail addresses.

READER OFFERS

Pick up a serious bargain at the STF shopping mall
—no annoying background music guaranteed.

BACK ISSUES
Missing a golden issue of ST FORMAT? It might
still be available — better be quick, though!

SUBSCRIPTIONS

You save money, get an extra disk and newsletter,
and you even get it delivered to your door! You
can’t afford to miss it!

FEEDBACK

Your chance to air your views, ask a few awkward
questions, or just be humiliated.
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Jean”&l Jarre takes 1’

the stage with his ST.

TWILIGHT ZONE

No strange goings on here, although Death’s
popped in for a cup of tea and slice of cake.

ST Answers goes under the cover this month, see page 49.

COVER
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THIS MONTH...
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ALIEN THING: An exclusive level from this
stomping alien blaster. 1MByte.
Uncompressed size: 487K

HISOFT C INTERPRETER: Get programming
with this powerful commercial package.
Uncompressed size: 606K

MUSIC BOX 2.6: Keep track of your spiralling
music collection with this custom-designed
database. Uncompressed size: 189K

DISK OPUS: A powerful collection of disk
utilities rolled into one nicely constructed
program. Uncompressed size: 169K

TESSERA: Demo of this addictive puzzle-up

from Dolphin Software. Uncompressed size:
310K

THE DEMINER: Monochrome version of the
Minesweeper classic. Requires high resolution
or Sebra. Uncompressed size: 46K

MAGIC SHADOW ARCHIVER: Version 2.3+
of this highly useful disk back-up and

compression program.
Size: 25K

FAZE: Screensaver that's small and discreet.
Size: 12K

BACK-UP: Save everybody time, effort and
swearbox money by keeping a back-up of
your disk.

Size: 12K

MENU: Get your blank disks ready, format
them and copy all the wonderful Cover Disk
software to them.
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Your guarantee of value

ST FORMAT B Amiga Format B PC Format W
Amiga Power B Sega Power BFC Plus B
GamesMaster B Commodore Format B Super
Play B Amstrad Action B Edge M Amiga

U U re Shopper M Total M PC Gamer W PC Answers
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This magazine comes from Future Publishing, a company founded just
nine years agq but now selling more computer magazines than any other
Bubhsh_er In Britain. We offer:

IETTER ADVICE. Our titles are packed with tips, suggestions and
explanatory features, written by the very best in the business.

STRONGER REVIEWS. We have a castdron policy of editorial independence
and our reviews give clear recommendations.

CLEARER DESIGN. You need solid information fast. So our designers
highlight key elements by using charts, diagrams, summary boxes,
annotated

photographs, and so on...

GREATER RELEVANCE,

At Future, Editors operate under two golden rules:

B Understand your readers’ needs B Satisfy them

MORE READER INTERACTION. We draw on readers’ contributions, resulting
in the liveliest letters pages and the best reader tips. Buying one of our
magazines Is like joining a nationwide user group. More pages, more




COVER DISK GUIDES

GETTING STARTED WITH

THE ST FORMAT
MENU GUIDE

3T Format Program Sxtraction Ltility - Weitten bs Dattrax Softéare

ST FDANET Caver Disk 39

Selert tie arrgram yos wish tr coow, press (Returnd and F3llaw the
instractions o1 screet, Habz sure you tave enpugh blane fomattad
dizks ready. Fress the {Esi bay to exit,

conglete, anrestricted taole Frm WIS, SIE [
atest sersipa €7 ThIE Sirmping ii'il ! p‘nﬁss:lr

I:hiqmbml- sh @Jire Pragran to kesp tratk of yrur accoutts

Formas ¥ farma: disks 13 ciiferent cazacities

Nazit Starwzotk: cambined editar ant gime protrae file (IMBytel
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Put the Cover Disk in Drive A, and

double-click on the STF_71.PRG
icon. Once the ST FORMAT logo appears,
press any key and you're faced with an
Options screen not unlike this one.

&7 Format Program Extraction Utility - Hritten by Dattrax Software

Obsession: complete, unrestricted table from UDS. STE/Falcon only
FIEIE‘E !E!t[t !.h! DErrrJ.ul.'r'r..u. e
Press any key.

e - —————

FILE SELECTOR

Birectory:
SR

Selectien! e o

@Il . Please insert disk B j
B into drive A:

[ ]

T ] L r—
K OMEJRCK.  ——
% SOUNDLBL.. l
¥ SOUNDLBZ ., —

;Ilm

Once you've made your selection,

you're faced with your file selector.
Select Drive B (TOS 1.02 owners should
click on A:/ and replace it by typing B:/
before clicking on the Close Box icon).

5T Fornat Program Extraction Utility = Hritten by Dattrax Softeare

Obsession: complete, vnrestricted table from UDS. STE."FHLur anly
Flease select the DEEEE e ==
Press any key. FILE SELECTOR

Directory:
e K seermeiaiinii

Sclutl.u'l et e e Be.TuE |

W Please insert d:sl-'. B ",I
into drive R:
X

X ‘A
H | [ [
| o ] El
T e e e
A ONEJACK..,
% SOUNDLBL.
® SOUWDLBZ.

If you have a single drive you'll be

asked to insert disk B (your blank
disk) into Drive A. Do so, and once your
file selector displays the information
concerning Drive B, click on OK.

&T Format Program Extraction Utility = Hritten by Dattrax Software
Obsession) complete, unrestricted table from UOS. STE/Falconm only
Please select the DESTIMATION for this progras

Press any key.

Press any key.

“__ Please insert disk A |

@ ints drive A:.
Il

Once you've clicked on OK, you'll be

faced with another dialog box telling
you to insert disk A (your Cover Disk) into
the disk drive. Do so before clicking on
OK to start transferring the program.

ST Format Program Extraction Utility = Hritten by Dattrax Software
Farmat 3: format disks to different capacities

Please select the DESTIMATION for this program

Press any key.

Press any key.

Loading: FORMATI.LIH

Saving: FORMATI.LIH

This file i5 packed.

Unpacking LZH file.

LHA's SFX wI.18, Cc) Christian Grunenberg, Way I5 1334
Extracting: FORMATI.DOC ...ok

Extracting: FORMATI.PRG ...ok

Extracting: FORMATIH. 115{: -nh

Extracting: FORMATIH.RSC ..ok

Press key. ..

The files are loaded into memory,

then insert disk B (blank disk). Click
on OK to save the files to it. If the file is
compressed it's unpacked. Once you've
finished, press any key to return to the
Menu, and press [Esc] to quit.

6 ST FORMAT JUNE IS s UZEVA

HISOFT C
INTERPRETER

BY: HiSoft

MACHINES: All Ataris
MEMORY REQUIRED: 512K
RESOLUTION: Medium/High
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 606K

Getting started

You’'ll need two blank disks for this
installation. Label one ‘Program’
and the other ‘Examples and

Help’. Use the Menu program to
dearchive each part of HiSoft C in
turn, then run HISOFTC.PRG from
the ‘Program’ disk.

About the program

C has two distinct advantages over
other programming languages.
Firstly, it's designed to work
closely with your Atari’s 680x0
processor, making it instantly more
powerful than other languages that
require complex routines to con-

p——— — R — hr ———
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THE
DEMINER

BY: Claude Boulanger
MACHINES: All Ataris
MEMORY REQUIRED: 512K
RESOLUTION: High
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 46K

Getting started

Just run DEMINER.PRG once the
Menu program has decompacted it
to a blank disk.

About the program
Hot on the heels of Pablo Paint,
Claude Boulanger has come up
with a monochrome-only version
of Minesweeper. The aim of
Deminer is to uncover all the tiles
on the grid before your time runs
out, without getting blown up.
To uncover a square you
think is safe, click on it with the left
mouse button. If the square has a
number on it, you can be sure the

i B S Y ™ N P iy P s e i o T el e S e P

vert themselves into machine code.
Secondly, it’s incredibly popular on
other machines too, which means
you can learn to program on your
Atari before sauntering over to
your Mac or PC-owning friend’s
house and humiliating him with
your superior programming skills.
Most C programs consist of
an Editor and a Compiler which
means you can only run your pro-
grams by compiling them: an ardu-
ous process which can take ages if
you have loads of bugs to iron out.
HiSoft C Interpreter is far more ver-
satile — you run the program from
within the shell and each line is
translated in turn. This is slower,
but more convenient. Once you've
got your C program finished you
can compile it using a dedicated
compiler, secure in the knowledge
that it’ll run correctly (probably).

Tutorials
Mac Marsden, our resident GFA
expert, also knows more than a

IRL Denlgn Caniepl

You can play The Deminer on a colour
monitor using Sebra, the monochrome
emulator on Cover Disks 64 and 66.

square has that number of bombs
surrounding it. Uncover the wrong
square and you're dead. If you
think a square is dangerous, click
with the right mouse button to
mark it. Beware! You can only
mark as many squares as there are
bombs (this number is indicated in
the top left of the playing area),
which means you’ll need to
remove markers by clicking on
them before trying again. If you
successfully mark all the bombs,
the program congratulates you and
may invite you to put your name
in the high-score table.

Showing you round this month’s

feast of Cover Disk software is our
Nick(y) Peers. He’s bitter, he's mad,
some even say he’s warped, but
he's great in a ‘slightly twisted’ kind
of way. You have been warned.

A File Find Run Meve Block Help Infe

= Mpdule 1 ¢ FI\STF/L.COW
n:hr tab 2T
tab(i] = 8}
inverse = FALSE:
II';’ (line_not+ € rows-1)

= H
=

ret = Freadifp

while lirn } 8 i I:uh"l ' I‘:ll. &8 1 € LIMELEN];
lime[il

if tret ¢ 13

vcurtext(y 1.iﬂllt "“aThat's all folks..."):
etk [1i
retorn (=11

for (i = 8; linelil: H*I
i I{hn[ll_

PR

Here's a bit of C from one of the example
programs.No, we don't know what it does.
Run it and see.

smattering of C. We've nabbed him
to provide a series of tutorials. This
month’s fun and games include a
general introduction to the HiSoft C
environment — turn to page 58 to
get started.

HiSoft, wonderful people
that they are, have also decided to
offer you, the discerning reader,
the manual for a trifling £14.95
(plus P&P). In conjunction with
our series of tutorials, the manual
will help you get the most from the
program. Fill in the coupon on
page 59 to order your copy.

DON'T FORGET

Write-protect your Cover Disk.
Slide the black tab so you can see
through the hole.

Make a backup using the Back Up
program on the Disk. NEVER ever
run software directly from the
Cover Disk except Back Up.

Many Cover Disk programs are
compressed to fit them on the
Disk. Use the Menu program to

copy and extract them to your
blank disks. Step-by-step instruc-
tions are given to the left.

Read the instructions in these
pages and in any document file
that is on the disk. They're there
for a reason.

If you have any general problems
with your ST, consult your manual.
If you're still stuck write to: ST
Answers, ST FORMAT, 30 Mon-
mouth Street, Bath, BA1 2BW.
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ALIEN THING

BY: 999 Software
MACHINES: All Ataris
MEMORY REQUIRED: 1MByte
RESOLUTION: Low
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 487K
NB: Joystick required

Getting started

The Menu program will dearchive
Alien Thing to a blank disk for you.
Once done, reboot your machine
with that disk in drive A, and it will
load automatically.

About the program
Alien Thing is an overhead blaster.
You're transported into a station

infested with hideous aliens and
their eggs. Your job is simple: clear
out the aliens while completing a
number of related missions. This ST
FORMAT demo contains a
specially-designed level which is an
amalgam of the early levels from
the full game.

In this fiendish level you must
‘simply’ repair the door control
panels. This is achieved by slotting

n BAS - - -
T i

&
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Blast the aliens in Alien Thing to survive. It's no good trying the concilliatory approach
— this lot will eat you first and ask questions later.

first) into the relevant slots in the
correct room.

While you're at it, you might
as well clear the area of aliens using
a combination of guns and flame
throwers (which are scattered
around at various points). Ensure
you keep a healthy number of
access cards up in order to pass
through the various doors which
block your progress forward. These

GUIDES gosoR'A =N =& b N B 14

them. Other goodies on offer are
more ammunition and extra lives.

Look out for unhatched alien
eggs — although these are easy to
destroy, you shouldn’t leave them
lying around as, once hatched, they
suddenly become far less pleasant
to deal with. Also keep an eye out
for patches of acidic green slime.
These should be avoided or dis-
persed with the flame thrower.

The full game will retail for
around £15, although if you register
this shareware demo you will be
entitled to a discount on the full
version. Read ALDEMO.TXT for
full details on both registration and
the game itself, then indulge your-
self in alien bashing!

CONTROLS

[A] Abandon the level and begin
again. You lose a life, but retain your
weaponry and gain an extra five
access cards.

It must be said that, while flamethrowers are [Q] Quit game altogther.

most definitely a Good Thing, these green
pools of corrosive acid are not.

2.6

BY: Kari Heimonen
MACHINES: All Ataris
MEMORY REQUIRED: 512K
RESOLUTION: Medium/High

UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 189K

Getting started
Once the Menu program has
dearchived the program to disk,

___CHOOSE KATEGORY .

copy the RECORD

the correctly coloured cards (which
obviously need to be picked up

folder and its contents | = ‘
to a blank disk. This is now your
data disk, and (if you've got two
disk drives) it should be placed in
drive B. If you've only got one,
Music Box 2 will prompt you to
insert the data disk in your drive
when it’s required.

If you own a hard drive the
Menu program will copy the files on
to the root directory of the selected
drive. Make sure they stay there, or
the program won’t work.

ARTISTNGROUP: Mick and the Bitter

TIILEIlI'IlI:
COURTRY

Breakdance
Classic

KATEGORY
Country

B HADE YERR...: Dance
Disco
N - R Dizieland

Electronic
«+ Bitter Productions /8 Film music

Funk
CATALOG W, ..: BITO '# Gospel

Hard rock

Be-baob

Big band

Blue grass
Blues
Boogie-voogie

Bitter and Twisted.

i England
! Hard rock

22FHD>>

<<REM<<

CANCEL

CONDITION...: H—_ i Heavy metal

» Bitterness personi

Music Box is a wonderful program for music buffs. You'll
need to register to get over the 100-record restriction.

BY: Dolphin Software Group
MACHINES: All Ataris
MEMORY REQUIRED: 512K
RESOLUTION: Low
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 310K
NB: Joystick required

Getting started

You need to dearchive the program

to a blank disk (it can’t be installed
»._ toahard drive) using
ol the Menu program

(follow the

o instructions on

""" page 6). Full instruc-

tions are in TESSERA.TXT. Run

About the
program

[t can be quite disconcert-
ing to look at your vast
record collection and
realise you have very little
idea of what you've got. If
it’s not the jumble of CDs
In one corner, it’s the tapes
in another. And then there
are the boxes of 45rpm sin-

TESSERA.PRG to execute
the program.

About the program
This is a demo of a rather addictive
puzzle game from the Dolphin
Software Group. The object of the
game is to fill the grid with
coloured tiles. These come flying in
from one of four directions and can
be moved left and right in order to
place them. Note that while most
tiles fly to the far end of the grid,
some stop dead and must be slowly
pushed into position by other tiles.
Sounds simple, right? Nope.

i °

are found in lockers which are
opened simply by approaching

gles next to the collection of vinyl
that, if it isn’t badly scratched, gets
played once in a blue moon.

What do you do, then, if you
want to scan through them all with-
out leaving the comfort of your ST?
You run Music Box, that’s what. It’s
a database designed specifically to
store all the information on your
entire music collection. This
includes everything from album or
single title, artist and format (such
as 12-inch or CD single) right down
to the record label and track listing.
This shareware version is restricted
to 100 records, but registering for
just £10 provides user support
(including free updates) and sup-
port for as many records as your ST
can handle (you can store up to 700
with just 512K). The latest regis-
tered version also includes the facil-
ity to access accessories from within
the program. |

Once the >> Fu D))
program has -

You cannot place any
. three tiles of the
> same colour
~ adjacent to each
other or they explode.
The remaining tiles move to
fill the gaps, and if any
more tiles of the same
colour end up adjacent,
boom! Before you know it,
half your grid is empty
again, and time (oops, for-
got to mention the time
limit) is fast running out.
You're limited to the first
three stages at medium level in this
demo. The full game costs just £5.

[Space] Pick up or drop objects.

loaded, you'll eventually arrive at
the main menu. From there you can
Add, Read or Edit your records (the
registered version enables you to
add and edit simultaneously). Sev-
enty entries are provided (the
author’s selection — mine is just too
sad) to get you going.

You can ‘Read’ your files in
three ways: quickly in a list to
enable you to find the one you're
interested in, slowly (one at a time),
or with a filter. This last option
enables you, for example, to select
all your records by Roxette, all of
your CD singles, or just your Rox-
ette CD singles. Add, unsurpris-
ingly, enables you to add to the
record list, while Edit enables you
to edit existing records or delete
those you no longer like or possess
(spare Roxette records can be sent

to me at the usual address).

Check MANUAL.DOC if you
need full instructions, although it’s
pretty easy to pick up.

f &R
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Trust the gods to cut corners. No wonder the gateway
between heaven and earth is in a state of total disrepair.

Read TESSERA.TXT for details of
how to obtain it, and check out the

full review on page 35 of this
month’s ST FORMAT. 4
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COVER DISK GUtDEs[

B N ways. Using two file selectors you '
k3 l B . -
DISK OPUS et | FORMATS PROBLEMS?
: tory or drive to another just b
BY: Thomas Nilsen ; hjr};]j P sy slelecﬁx}ig Those supported file formats: | If you can't load, copy or back up
MACHINES: All Ataris Mg %:}r CE (much quicker and Pictures: SPU, NEO, PC1/PC2, your Cover Disk then you may
MEMORY REQUIRED: 512K PieiEaa GEN?) 5 PI1/PI2, CA1/CA2, IFF have a faulty disk. Send the disk
RESOLUTION: Medium E?:lerlt an F?Pg G t ':";1 canhr Music: Mad Max/Lap, Count { and a padded self-addressed
UNCOMPRESSED SIZE: 169K /S0 aierauie s atuibuies, ToHe Zero, TAO, David Whittaker, envelope to:
it (alter its date and time stamp to s
. _ . .| Lap (Old LAP), Jedi, Blipp _
Getting started - the current setting on your ST's Blopp, MODs ST FORMAT June Disk Returns, PO
Once the program has been clock), delete or rename it and Packers: Atomik. Ice. Box 21, Daventry, NN1 5BU. We
decompacted to a blank disk, run even depack it if required. pay the return postage for you.
DISKOPUS.PRG. Don’t worry Other options include view- i : :
about the ‘Config file not found’ ing a disk’s boot sector. It’s very (including the all important Degas Please don’t send faulty ‘!'5"5 10
: . . . . our Bath or Somerton offices. We
dialog that flashes up as you don’t important that you don’t use this format), and view files as ASCII or don’t keep stocks of Cover Disks.
actually need one. function on commercial programs Hex, be they README documents
as their special boot sectors, often or otherwise. Crumbs, you can If you are having problems with a
About the program designed to protect the program even play certain music files, Cover Disk program, reread the
This has to be the ultimate in free- from being unlawfully copied, can including MODs. Full details on instructions and any DOC files. If
ware disk and file management. be misinterpreted as viruses. This how to use the program come in you still have problems, call the ST
Within its user-friendly interface option also enables you to build up ~ the DISKOPUS.TXT folder, and FORMAT Cover Disk Hotline on
X 4 01225 442244 on Wednesd
are buttons enabling you to manip-  alibrary of boot sectors which can we’ll be taking you on a more : 5 : *;“ & ':35 Ays
ulate your files in... oh, lots of be re-written to disks at a later date  detailed tour next month. Stwiaan <pm anciopiyonly.
;aTth? s JUACL ) Cover Disks are double-sided. If
o | AC POl Ot t you have an old STFM and can’t
EALEON S beleagured disks. LTE § M : read the Cover Disk then you need
Falcon owners note: some of Disk In addition to i : el ok ‘ to upgrade your ST to a double-
Opus’ functions won't work all of this, you can 2 : BHCHAL | sided drive.
properly or at all on the Falcon. view a number of I8¢ i S
These are Print Dir and Print File low and medium N SHOK ; : ; If you have other hardware or soft-
(unless you run TOS4_FIX), Play resolution pictures : ﬁ’ ' : e : ware queries, contact the manu-
Music (unless you use an external VESKTOF = ARC 310 * facturer or publisher. Or ring the
MOD file player), Set Up (50/60Hz One of the problems is = , i g T e official Atari Helpline on = 0131
and GEM memory options) and knowing where to start. : e e e e s 332 93233 between 6pm and
View Pics (SPU files only: others Disk Opus has so many e ) SRR < TS| EE 11pm Monday to Saturday and
work fine). features you'll spend 4 A T 8pm and 11pm on Sundays.
hours just exploring it. el Mt o] s st bt “
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MAGIC SHADOW ARCHIVER 2.3+

—0Oeneral Parameters

BY: Philipp Lang About the program This gives you a back-up that Diskdrive: @ 8 O R

MACHINES: All Ataris Magic Shadow Archiver enables you doesn’t swallow up too much MSA-F MSA-File Info

MEMORY REQUIRED: 512K to back-up disks into one com- precious disk space. Disk

RESOLUTION: Medium/High pressed file. This file stores all the To find out more about Magic r "8Il File DISK '”iﬂ ¢ R

SIZE: 25K - attributes of that particular disk, Shadow Archiver and its author, EEH_E_ c?ntal‘.ns BRMS
: including its boot sector and size click on the Help icon. Now : %rl-gslis g_?g

Gettlng started as well as the contents. you’'ve got no excuse for not DAl Sectors/Track: $

Just double-click on .PRG to run When the file is decompacted  backing up your disks.

the program. Clicking on Help on to another disk the result is an

from within the program brings up exact copy of the original. Once Magic Shadow Archiver takes the hassle s b Coding by

a comprehen- produced, the MSA files can be out of backing up, while saving you lots of @ Philipp Lang

sive help menu. safely stored on any disk or drive. precious disk space. B== —

T T L T T o e B e e T T L T Tl i ke e e e Lt S, 0 L i e S e L F =

WE WANT YOUR PROGRAMS ; simple, ever-changing pattern on
We pay for your software — so if you have anything that's good, original and f 5 ien J the screen which prevents monitor
PRy 101 JWAE 9 = ke , . BY: Damien Jones . .

preferably short that you think really deserves to go on ST FORMAT's Cover Disk, | MACHINES: All Ataris burn from occuring. Moving the
send it with this form and full documentation to Nick Peers, ST FORMAT, Cover | : . 512K mouse or pressing a key returns
Disk, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. MEMORY REQUIRED: 5 .

| RESOLUTION: Low/Medium ygutoyour ot RS

SIZE: 12K ; FAZE_CFG.PRG enables you to

bikis I ' determine how long Faze waits
Address I GEttlI’lg started before blanking the screen. Read

| Just copy FAZE.PRG into your READTHIS.1ST for more details on

| AUTO folder to make it resident how to use the program. stf
Daytime phone Program title | onboot-up.

o i
-t U I | About the program
%Tni iipggaéer_lﬁgﬁft, explain concisely what the program does and why you happen to i There’s nothing more unhealthy
| . . .

Remember to: M Include on-disk and paper documentation B Write your name and address on the disk | thafn leamg YL ST an# mﬂm’fﬂr
W Use a virus-free disk B Keep a copy of your program, contributions are non-returnable M Enclose an I switched on for lﬂﬂg PETlﬂdS with
attractive bribe. Roxette records would be nice... l Not that it makes a difference nothing whatsoever happening on
Please sign the fol[Ewing d;clarati{::n: This g_::rdagram IS SubmiFt)tedllf?]{ pubiic_atiﬂn in ?T F?RWEHT. ithis ’ I the screen. A static image can burn
z:;;;ligmh;r S:;gjgri; ;?sdel ereby agree to indemnify Future Publishing against any legal action shou I S R ceraan and leavoa perma:

I e mark_ﬂn e momtnr.* Ugh, someone threw up on my screen.
Signed Date I Faze is a screen-saver: if you Fortunately Faze only runs when you're

Bl bb e BT S e B R v sk s leave your computer unattended away from your ST.
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IGASTEINER]

All NEW GASTEINER Hard Drive for Atari ST, STFM,STE MEGA
ST,MEGA STE & the formidable FALCON 030.

SUPERB MACHINE
GIVES QUADRA 800
PERFORMANCE.

With performance for most
applications matching a Quadra
800 this Performa 630 is an
absolute POWERHOQUSE of a
computer.

* 66/33 Mhz 68L.C040 processor,
the clock speed of a Macintosh
Quadra 800. « 4Mb RAM
(expandable to 36Mb)

« 250Mb Hard Drive « 14"

e Performa Plus Monitore Apple
ol Pl B BaBe® falafadiog Extended Keyboard « Optional

Lt =4
¥ 1didad " NS
ﬂag% : \%* CD-ROM Drive « Ideal for

. ™. 2% Professional or Home use.

Award winner for BEST HARDWARE 1993 - ST Review

The All NEW GASTEINER Hard Drive has all the following features.

1, Auto Booting and Auto Parking

2, Front On/Off switch

3, Power indicator (LED) light

4, SCSI icon selector switch

5, Sleeve bearing Fan (17CFM)

6, Dual SCSI Port

7, Internal 5% Tolerance P.S.U. (90-260 VAC)

8, Top Quality Formatting and Partitioning Software
9, New Compact Case (4.00x4.64x9.00) (HxWxD)

10, 12 Months back to base guarantee

APPLE
PERFORMA 630

A SERIOUSLY BIG DRIVE FOR A SERIOUSLY SMALL PRICE - ST FORMAT GOLD AWARD AUGUST 1994

MagiCMac £149+VAT NOW YOU CAN HAVE A SUPERB MACINTOSH PERFORMA 630 AT
PowerPrint £149+VAT  gpPECIAL OFFER WITH A £100 TRADE IN PRICE ON ANY OLD ATARI
Performa 460 4/160 £630+VAT

MACHINE.

*PLEASE RING FOR MORE DETAILS ON THIS
OFFER AND OTHER MACINTOSH PRODUCTSe

IDE interface enabling external Sony &
Mitsumi CD-ROM drives to be used with

APPLE CD-ROM 2 SPEED EXTERNAL CASED & PSU

| TOPLINK award winning DMA TO SCSI converter £40.00
ATAH' ST FALCGN 030 ; External SCSI case with 45 watt power supply £79.00 FOR ST £099
FOR FALCON 030 £279
Internal External :
GHD40MB £189 £179 irjre ] 0409 comes with all the cables
GHD120MB £259 £239 Phiips colour S ..:
GHD170MB £289 £269 Microvitec mutisync £289 i E’S E;[S gg"ég
GHD270MB £299 £279 50 £1;:':.DD 225_00
GHD540MB £369 £339 AT | £on 500 £145.00 £245.00
GHD1.2GB £499 £479 | Oards 1000 £280.00 £480.00
all above drives comes with our award winning TOP-LINK IREECAV AN e le £29
2 Mb boards £65 5
SCANNER FOR ST £99
120MVB £99 SCANNER FOR FALCON £99
OB 1/2MB TO 1MB £5 -
5A0VB £oR0 1iMB TO 2MB £40 1MB EXTERNAL DRIVE £50
GG £400 VB TO 4MB £80 1MB INTERNAL DRIVE £45
A NEW 32Mhz 68030 TT COMPATIBLE  gunare oaicon oso B0
AMb with board £99 COMPUTER COMING SOON EEJETFEL:EES 030 Eﬁgg
14Mb with board £599 ' MULTISYNC SWITCHBOX £29.95
32Mb with board & 32mhz £1299 AL (H)tﬂMB 0490 MODEM CABLE £10.00
. : | ’ | FALCONQO30 16MB £899 ' ' W
POWER SUPPLY £34.95 HP 320 £230
INTERNAL DRIVE £45.00 EEEES Eigg
KEYBOARD FOR ST £65.00 VB 109 CITIZEN ABC COL £155
TOS 2.06 STE £45.00 SVART 200 GOL £185
: : 120VIB 59 SWIFT 240 COLOUR £229
TOS 2.06 STFM £59.00 SAOVB 0040 EPSON STYLUS COLOUR £449
ATARI MOUSE £9.99 i et i
400 DPI MOUSE £14.99 CANON Bjc600 £459
DMA CABLE £6.99 GASTEINER Small consumables and software items under the
value of £50 please add £3.50 p+p. Other items
SCSI CABLE £6.99 126 Fore Street Upper Edmonton except lasers, next day delivery service £10 per box,
TRACKBALL £29.99 London N18 2XA Morning next day, normal rate plus £10 per box.
_ E&OE Prices subject to change without prior notice.
F Tel: 0181-345-6000 All trademarks acknowledged.

i, Tel: 0181-345-6868

All prices include VAT.
W9  APPLE AUTHORISED RESELLER



TEL 01625 503448

HARDDRIVES ||  TOS 2.06 SPECIAL

New Series 100c hard drives from T.U.S STE KIT

Developments.Superb metal case (vertical or ] Solderless installation, with switcher
horizontal mounting), very quiet cooling fan, i and Tos manual
internal power supply, device selector, dual SCSI 5 | STF/STFM

parts and interface for ST or Falcon. | Fitted with switcher and Tos manual
INTRODUCTORY OFFERS - | HIGH DENSITY DISK DRIVE
£264.00 HD Module & 2Mb Drive
£249.00 || HD Module
STE SPECIAL

HIGH DENSITY EXTERNAL DRIVES [} atahtib L

i e =
} - .

Quality 'metal-cased' external Disk Drive

with power supply. High Density drives
read/write to both normal DSDD and - | NEW PLUG IN POWER SUPPLY

DSHD disks with fully automatic switching. Includes power socket, switch and pedestal-
| High Density (2Mb) Drive with controller £79.99 no soldering £32.99
| High Density (2Mb) Drive, no controller £59.99 INTERNAL REPLACEMENT DRIVE KIT
Double Density (1Mb) £59.99 1 or 2Mb Drive supplied £39.99
KEYBOARD £49.99
MOTHERBOARDS (Call for availability)
1 MEMORY UPGRADES - Low! LOW PRICES 290 DPI replacement mouse £9.99

MARPET XRAM DELUXE STE KITS with instructions )
STS/STFM and test software.
Same day fitting £15.00 Same day fitting £7.00 REPAIRS A'ND FITTINGS
XRAM UNPOPULATED £24.00 520 to 1Mb £8.99 Fully trained engineers for a reliable repair.
520 to 1Mb £32.99 520 to 2Mb £45.99 All jobs quoted for individually (no fixed prices).
520 to 2Mb £69.99 520 to 4Mb £89.99 48 hour turnaround on most machines.
520 to 4Mb £109.99 FOR OTHER VARIATIONS Long 4 months warranty as standard.
1IMB XRAM AND DOUBLE ON UPGRADES We can fit any of the advertised products to your machine for
SIDED DRIVE £72.00  PLEASE CALL a one off fitting charge of £15.00. This means that if you
| require say an upgrade and overscan fitted

All monitors include a Tilt and Swivel stand or call if courier collection is required.

MONITORS then the charge is only £15.00.
l Please ring for an appointment before bringing your machine

TUS 14" Mono monitor for ST series without sound £89.00 Blaase ensure all warcole colloctsd apaad tol aierd
TUS 14" Mono monitor for ST series with sound £99.00 D RS Ko anequately packaged,
TUS 14" colour for Falcon (0.28dp SVGA) £229.00 FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Add £15.00 to Mono Monitor prices for sound system.

ﬁ ON ALL UPGRADES FOR £15.00
| All monitors include appropriate connecting leads

DELIVERY: Small items under £60.00 please add £3 p&p. Large items and orders over £60 and £7 courier charge.
Courier pickup for Upgrades and Repairs £7 Monday-Friday 9am-5pm.
Tehcnical support: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 6.30pm-8pm
Same day servie available for upgrades and most repairs. Please ring before you bring.

The Upgrade Shop
37 Crossall Street, Macclestield, Cheshire SK11 6QK
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Thanks to the generosity of the good
folks at Audiogenic, we have 2,000
copies of the classic ST platformer
Helter Skelter to give away...

the creatures around you. It
requires quick reflexes, lateral
thinking, ball control and a head
for heights. This is classic ST
puzzling at its oddest, and it’s not
going to cost you anything... well,
apart from those stamps!

While we're on the subject,
please make sure that you send the
stamps in loose — Audiogenic can’t

dmit it, you thought
there was catch, right?
Well, on this occasion
we’'re happy to
disappoint you. Audiogenic,
renowned for such classics as
Rugby League Manager and Exile,
has 2,000 copies of Helter Skelter
(each worth £19.99) to give away.
All you have to do to get a copy is

£39,000 s EateL

send 50p in stamps — for postage
and packing — to the address
below. Audiogenic has also
promised to duplicate additional

send the game out if you stick the
stamps on an envelope. As well as
a copy of Helter Skelter, you'll also
receive info on Audiogenic’s other

releases, including Super League
Manager (reviewed next month).
S0, what are you waiting for?
Write your name, address and
details of your ST down on a piece
of paper, pop it in an envelope
with 50p in stamps and send the
whole lot to: Helter Skelter offer,
Audiogenic Software, Unit 27,
Christchurch Industrial Centre,
Wealdstone, Harrow HA3 8NT.
You must post it to arrive by
Monday 8 May 1995. Neither ST
FORMAT nor Audiogenic can be
responsible for any
entries lost or delayed,
and proof of posting
will not be accepted_ as
proof of delivery.

disks if copies run out before the
closing date of Monday 8 May. You
can’t say fairer than that, can you?

Helter Skelter (STF 18, 75%) is
a superbly presented platform
game. You take control of a

bouncing ball and attempt to splat

“It’s quite difficult,
but then certain
masochists thrive on

that sort of thing”
ST FORMAT 18
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SNIPPETS

Denesh (Danny) Bhabuta, who runs
the Atari PD archives at HENSA, also
helps Steve Taylor with the
Manchester User Group. Members
receive discounted PD software, a
disk magazine and cheaper
registration fees on certain
shareware packages. You can
contact Danny by post at
CyberSTrider (MAG), 203 Parr Lane,
Unsworth, Bury, Lancs, BL9 8JW.
Alternatively, e-mail him at
dbhabuta@cix.compulink.co.uk.

Three new CD-ROMs featuring
Kodak PhotoCD-format images of
Ireland, Egypt and Australia
respectively are now available for
Atari STEs and Falcons from It's All
Relative in the US. Priced at $19.99
each, they all include a demo of the
Photo Show Pro software, enabling
you to view the images. There are
100 images per disk. Contact It's All
Relative at 2233 Keeven Lane,

STF News...

Nick Peers brings you the latest on Spotlight '95,
the Atari Web page and Jean-Michel Jarre.

Spotlight on Atari

he eagerly awaited
I Spotlight "95 Show gets
ever closer, and details of

several new projects to be unveiled
at the show have filtered through
to the news desk.

Aside from the official
unveilings of both C-Lab’s Falcon
Mark 2 and GeSoft’s Eagle 030
Atari Clone, several new software
packages will be on show for the
first time, including Papyrus 4 and

wist 3 from HiSoft. Not to be out-
done is COMPO, which will be
proudly displaying Neon, the new
3D rendering/animation package.

The new version of Papyrus
has been completely rewritten in
order to make it even quicker than
the original. This major update
also includes colour image sup-

PAPYRUS File Edit Tewt Style Special Object Zoom l:lpiic-n:

Awareness will be
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C-Lab’s Falcon

Look at

place
frames in

decument

and then
ape the texd to flow around it afterwards

| "SPACE, , THE FINAL|

Em'ne interestt
how easy about the late

it Is to |"Generations’ -
*In it the Enterprf =
*Jlames T.Kirk is ;'-fi.'.

a *Jean-Luc Picard -

a period of desp|
"Lt Worf s prom;
*We meet Guinal-
*Mr. Spock, the \ {7

‘Mark 2, now in a
14MByte guise for
serious musicians
everywhere.

On the games
front, 16/32
Systems will be
demonstrating the
latest Falcon

appear in the filg &

Papyrus 4 is one of the many programs that will be on display
at the Gasteiner Spotlight Show. Be there, or we'll be round.

wist 3 will also feature increased
SpeedoGDOS support (including
printing) as well as GDOS graphics
printing. HiSoft will also be dis-
playing its Squirrel range of SCSI
peripherals, including CD-ROM

and hard drives.

Wit £ '-'

games. You
should also look
out for SubStation

and Team, the latest gems in the
New Wave of STE and Falcon
games. If other Atari shows are
anything to go by, there’ll be loads
of older games at bargain prices.

Spotlight will cost £5 to get

into (or £2.50 if you're a subscriber

port, making it an even more
attractive package.

Also unveiled is Twist 3, the
latest version of HiSoft’s powerful
database. It has a host of extra

. functions and you will be able to
create attractive graphical forms
for the presentation of your data.

Atari on the Net

FORGET ABOUT ALL THOSE
obscure galactic corporations on
the information superhighway, the
place to see and be seen is http://

Florissant, MO 63031, USA.
Alternatively, send an e-mail to

GREG@GEnie.geis.com today.

GeSoft’s Eagle, to be distrib-
uted in the UK by Gasteiner, was
recently unveiled in France (see
the Show Report on page 16). At
the same time, and proving that
there’s still plenty of choice left in
the Atari market, Digital

to ST FORMAT) and takes place at
the Hammersmith Novatel in
London on 10 and 11 June. The ST
FORMAT crew will be there in
force, so you can find out whether
we are as psychotic as we look.

Call Gasteiner on = 0181 345 6000.

Activision has just released a CD-
ROM for PCs featuring 15 games
ported from the Atari 2600 console.
Titles such as River Raid, Grand Prix
and Kaboom! feature on the disc,
enabling PC users desperate for a

| return to Atari consoles to ease their
withdrawal pangs. The CD-ROM
costs £24.99 and Activision can be
contacted at = 0181 742 9400.
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archives from around the world, as
well as the ST FORMAT Web page
on Futurenet (an even better place
to be seen). The Atari Web page is
one place you can’t afford to miss
when surfing the Net, especially if
you are new to cyberspace.

www.mcc.ac.uk/~dlms/atari.html.
Run by Mark Smith, the Atari Web
pages offer news, reviews, advice
and downloads of the latest PD
software. With contri-
butions from our very
own Frank Charlton,
Andy Curtis and
‘Mad Doc’ Clive
Parker it’s the perfect
way to fill in the time
between issues of ST
FORMAT.

Better still, the
site provides a com-
prehensive launching
pad to other Atari
sites. A quick glance
down the list reveals

the likes of HENSA,

Silly Software’s Grafix is now being
published by Top Byte Software at
the same price announced in last
month’s issue (£19.99). Contact Top
Byte on = 01622 763056.

w File Edit View Go Bookmarks Options Directory Help
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Following our news piece last month,
Seikosha’s two new printers, the
SpeedJET360 Colour and MP-5450
respectively, have been delayed.
Call Seikosha on = 01753 685873
for full details.

Location: [Mip -/ /www mee ao ik /= dims Satar) hm)

New Atari Page for the Web!

NVDI UPDATE

Miscellaneous!

Various Al relawd lnks, inwrestng documents, FAQ's and news leters will al=o be included in here.

mhmﬂmmmwmmmawmmum

Ad.Lib BBS, run by ST stalwarts
Andy Curtis and Frank Charlton, has
| a little brother. Ad.Lib 2, which can
be called on = 0191 370 2885,
commenced operations on 13 April
and will relieve congestion on the
main board, enabling more of the
956 Ad.Lib users to get on line. Why
not join today - you might be the
illustrious 1000th member!

Thankyou © everyons

ot HEN 8A for his prompt replies and 1o Clive Pagkes ot . net . The Intemet * for his mrvatuable
wm:mmumammummmauycmuuﬂrmm
mwmm Also & Mg thanks has © go 1o Chrizer Gustavsson for all his help and

..............

é‘f‘f-containlng*ﬁl&h El and a

copy of your rﬂeeipt. The price

for NVDI 3.02 is £49.95 for new

kol € it buyers and System Solutions is
Ty on = 0181 693 3355.

Desert Star Software

plus various software . L

The Atari Web pages, as seen through the eyes of an
Apple Macintosh. Well, that's one way to bring some
culture to the dreaded machine.
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Rendez-vous with Jean-Michel Jarre

irmingham was the place
B for Jean-Michel Jarre fans to

be on 23 April. Seven STs
helped produce Rendez-vous 95, a
lavish show promoting the popu-
lar French composer/performer.
British and international fans were

able to take part in all sorts of
Jarre-related activities.

Aside from the usual exhibi-
tions, seminars and auctions, there
was a light show in the style of
Jean-Michel’s own extravagant
productions, accompanying an
eight-piece band that spent the day
covering Jarre’s music for the ben-
efit of the fans.

The seven STs were utilised

behind the scenes: four
running animated
graphics, two

Revolution magazine

keeps UK fans up-to-date
with Jarre's work. Its staff
helped organise Rendez-vous ‘95.

el J(’
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controlling MIDI-
generated music
and one using Mastersound 1I to
produce extra sound effects.

This use of STs mirrors Jean-
Michel’s own extensive use of the

Virus Killer book

UVK_6_08.PRG

THE ULTIMATE VIRUS KILLER

The Ultimate Virus Killer
Book looks like the
essential companion to

; Uersion b,0Gb
MWritten by Richard Karsmakers

Douglas Communications
P.0., Box 119
Stockport
Cheshire SK2 BHH
England

this indispensable virus
killer. The program itself
is still available for just
£9.95 from ST FORMAT

ol e | '

Seek'n'Destroy Viruses
UVK 6.8 Information

T0E 18.54.1995

If you have experienced viruses
spreading through your disks like
wildfire, chances are you'll have
come across the Ultimate Virus
Killer (STF 57, 92%), a utility
designed to keep your disks free
from viruses, and therefore harm.
Now its author, Richard
Karsmakers, has written a book to
go with the program.

The Ultimate Virus Killer Book
comprises an extended manual for
the program, plus more general
information regarding viruses,
including a list of symptoms and

Restore Disks

what to do to protect yourself
against them. The book also has a
history of viruses across several
platforms. At £11.99 for 250 pages
of top-notch information it sounds
like a bargain.

UK users should make
cheques payable to Mr
Karsmakers and post their orders
to PO Box 67, NL-3500 AB Utrecht,
The Netherlands. If you order after
Ist August, allow up to six weeks
for delivery. Please note that the
book is only available until 31
December 1995.

MagiCMac 1n

English

You've got a 68030/68040 based
Mac with System 7, but you're
missing your ST (why else would
you be buying ST FORMAT?).
Well, for just £149.95 you can get
the English version of MagicMac, a
remarkably fast GEM-based ST
emulator that runs programs in up
to 256 colours. Call System
Solutions on = 01753 832212 for
more details and look out for a
review in these very pages soon.
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This is the German version of
MagicMac. Now English Apple Mac
owners can emulate the Atari 680x0,
courtesy of System Solutions.

Reader Offers (page 76).

ST in his work. His latest
sequencer, specially designed for
him by Michel Geiss, is based
around the guts of a 1040 ST and
titled the Digisequencer. Prior to
this, Waiting for Cousteau was writ-
ten with the help of an ST and a
fractal generating program.
Outside of his loyal fan base Jean-
Michel is best known for Equinox
and Oxygene, which spawned
several hit singles.

We'll be bringing you more
details of the show’s ST setup in
next month’s issue of ST FORMAT.

Thanks to Dave Knight,

Rendez-vous “95 production,

for this information.

PD NEWS

After providing Atari users with a
wide range of PD software for a
number of years, New Age PDL is
closing down. While its catalogue
disk is no longer available for new
customers, existing users may be
interested to know that New Age is
offering all of its remaining 1,500
PD disks at the bargain price of
just a £1 each (until current stocks
are exhausted). Contact Caroline
Price at PO Box 30, Leigh-On-Sea,
Essex, SS9 4AD.

Effect Public Domain is a new PD
library based around an
association of members living
largely in England and Iceland. It's
being run by John Cove, author of
the Kuba Club Culture disk packs,
and you can get in contact by
writing to 10 Beechwood, Church
Hill, Caterham, Surrey, CR3 6SB.

If you're buying PD from
Transparent Dreams or wishing to
join the User Group STench

eme’s married to Charlotte
Rampling, he’s had hit singles and he g
ste.

STs. Jean-Michel Jarre is a man with #
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ensure that cheques are made
payable to Simon Osborne.
Transparent Dreams currently
offers PD from 60p per disk (for
orders of 16 disks or over). Call
= 0161 437 7474.

Power PD has just released the
Nebula Entertainment Galaxy
Bundle on two disks. This contains
the full registered versions of
Nebula Entertainment’s shareware
hits, a total of 12 games. At
£19.95 it sounds a bargain.
Power has also taken over
Solent Software’s collection of
1,000 PD disks which will be
available at the usual Power price
of 99p a disk. Call them on
= 01622 763056 for more
information.

Digi-View is a new PD library rising
from the ashes of Byteback PD.
Contact them on = 01572
724676, or at 21 Queens Road,
Oakham, Leics, LE15 6ED.

LAPD’S TOP SELLERS
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9 The Coarse Angler
~ (Disk G287)
10 Crack Art (Disk A44)
11 Grand Prix Manager
(Disk L22, £2.50)
12 The Gardener (Disk M161)
13 1st Word (Disk W3)
14 Walls of lllusion (Disk G308)

8 Auto Stere = ool
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the information provided an SAE is
enclosed with the enquiry.” This is
a useful device for shareware
authors wanting to gauge
registrations against the number
of PD copies sold. Contact LAPD
on= 01773 761944,
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hen people mention
computer shows in the
UK, the first thing that
springs to mind is cheap disks and
other bargains. Not so in Germany,
where computer shows are more
prestigious affairs. This means that
the focus at German shows is on
showing new products and gener-
ally ‘presenting the company in a
favourable light’. This goes double
for a highly reputable show such
as CeBIT (see the ‘Just what is
CeBIT?” box for more details).

This year, the obvious target

Don Maple
reports from the
CeBIT Show In

Germany.

for all Atari fans was the Apple
stand. Why the Apple stand? Well,
the magic word connecting the
two companies is MagiCMac, a
program that enables Atari pro-
grams to run on Macs, often with
a significant increase in speed.
Several major Atarli companies
took the opportunity to show their
new developments using the pro-
gram, which explained why the
busiest areas at the Apple stand
were those running MagiCMac!

CeBIT in Germany is the world’s
biggest computer show.
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EuroNews Special

MagiCMac rules

THE KEY ATARI COMPANY AT
the show was clearly Application
Systems Heidelberg, affectionately
known as ASH. It distributes
MagiC for the ST and is responsi-
ble for its migration to the Mac.
ASH sees MagiCMac only as a way
to be able to continue concentrat-
ing on Atari applications without
having to worry about the com-

- German cit) anover on

3":tha siza of a smajlﬂa in_;g—'*-.w ¢
-welcomed over 750 000 wsrtbm
this year, a new record. CeBIT has
its own train station, internal free
bus service, daily newspaper and
25 exhibition halls - some on

multiple levels. It's gigantic!

cnmpanius were [aft to 1 their uwn
devices. Last year they exhibited
individually, but this year they were
all under the protective wings of
Apple in the guise of MagiCMac.

This year CeBIT drew over 750,000
visitors. The grounds are the size of a
small town and there are 25 exhibition

halls, some of which could accommodate
several football pitches with ease.

puter hardware they run on.

Besides, said head of ASH
Oliver Joppich, “a Mac with
MagiCMac is the fastest ST I own,
plus I get a whole Mac thrown in.”
The idea is to have TOS running
on as many platforms as possible.

However, although a version
for Janus (an ST on a PC card)
might be considered at some time
in the future, a plain PC MagiCMac
is out of the question.

Both the MagiCMac develop-
er and the original MagiC authors
were present. One of them,
Wilfried Behne, revealed that
MagiC 3 for ST users is imminent.

Thomas Tempelmann, the MagiCMan
behind MagiCMac.
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There’s no Falcon support as yet
but that’s expected by the time
MagiC 3 reaches the UK - around
June. The NV DI 3 screen accelera-
tor for MagiCMac will be capable
of printing to Mac printers and

Application Systems
Heidelberg

MagiCMac made the Apple stand the
obvious target for Atari fans.

soon will have access to Mac fonts.
System Solutions is the UK
importer of all these goodies, so
for the latest details on pricing,
availability and upcoming prod-
ucts, call = 01753 832212.

Wilfried Behne, one of the co-authors of the
original MagiC program.



— CeBIT Show

bit Mac colour mode and includes

New from Digital Arts...

Iso present at the show
A was Digital Arts, showing
off the latest versions of

programs specially customised for
use with MagiCMac.

DA’s Layout is now available
In two new ver-
sions. TC 5.5 can
now export files
in Adobe
IlNustrator format
— an import facil-
ity is still to
come. Version
BW 3.5 is the
monochrome version. It now runs
in colour resolutions and even dis-
plays colour images but, of course,
still prints only in black and white.
DA'’s Picture package has also been
made Mac-friendly. It handles 15-

Copy turns the scanner
into a colour copier by
enabling output to
almost any printer

a texturing filter. DA’s Repro now
also has a special accessory for the
15-bit mode.

GT Look for Epson scanners
now offers access to the Mac’s 5CSI
port, with two
further modules
available for the
program. Copy
turns the scanner
into a colour
copier by
enabling output
of the scanned
images to almost any printer, while
Optimizer is used to optimize
images during scanning. A pre-
scan and complementary colour fil-
ters eliminate ‘greying’ and make
colours more vibrant.

The Apple angle

THE MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR
Apple’s interest in the Atari mar-
ket is Peter Gebhardt, the manager
of Technology Marketing for cen-
tral Europe at Apple Germany.
This is no coin-
cidence since,
before Apple,
Peter used to
work for Digital
Research. DR

wrote the origi-
nal GEM - the

On the continent the
ST has always been
considered a serious
business machine

iar with the Atari market, which in
Germany is quite different from
the UK. On the continent the ST
has always been considered a
serious business machine.

This is particu-
larly the case in
the small office
arena, which is
exactly what
Apple is interest-
ed in. Another
attraction is the

graphical user
interface we see on our STs every
day. Because of this he was famil-

]

The big three at the Apple stand.

high-quality,
inexpensive software available for
the ST. It’s because of this that
Apple wants to open up other
avenues for Atari developers by
extending their user base to Macs
running MagiCMac. This also fits
into Apple’s overall strategy of
creating a market for so-called
OpenDoc “parts’, that is to say,
smaller programs to perform spe-
cific tasks. These ‘parts’ are incor-
porated into the Apple’s system by
being placed into so-called ‘con-
tainers’. High quality Atari soft-
ware is seen by Apple as fitting
into the ‘parts’ strategy.

“Apple doesn’t want to dom-
inate the Atari market or take it
over,” stresses Peter. Apple is also
in close contact with third party
Atari hardware developers — with

the producers of products such as

the Eagle and Janus, for example —
to perhaps provide add-ons for
Apple in the future.

Next on the agenda is the UK
where, drawing on the success of

g
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CeBIT offers a lot more than a few free
disks — the focus is on public relations
and showing new products.

Peter Gebhardt, Technology Marketing
manager at Apple Germany, was the
man who got the MagiCMac ball rolling.

MagiCMac in Germany, Peter and

his British colleagues will be trying
to introduce the MagiCMac project.

SOFTBEAR

111a currect number for
Softbear is = 01799 525038.

IN CLOSING...

believers think that the whole
thing is just a cunning
Machiavellian ploy to trick Atari
users into buying Macs. A fierce

devalnpm&nt to cunﬂﬁu;. The nun—’ﬁ-'f::"?' as the Janus must
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Run DMC

DMC, the maker of Calamus,
needs no introduction.
Calamus SL now runs fully
under MagiCMac, and
although most development is
currently concentrated on
Calamus NT, a new SL version
is planned. Just when it will be
released depends on demand.

Maxon rock 'n’ roll

| Elsewhere at the show, Maxon
was showcasing a range of
product upgrades. The TWIST
3 relational database is
another package which runs
under MagiCMac. It is now
available with increased speed
and ease of programming,
including GDOS printing.
Harlekin 3, the all-around
accessory package, and
CrazySounds 2 (which adds
sounds to all aspects of the
Desktop) have also been
adapted to MagiCMac.
CrazySounds 2, for example,
now supports full Mac sound
output. Call HiSoft on

= 0525 718181 for UK
availability and pricing of most
Maxon products.

Very adequate
Adequate Systems, founded
by most of the original
Calamus Atari team, is a
company which develops
additional modules for
Calamus SL. New products at
the show from Adequate
included TABELLEN, which
enables easy inclusion and
processing of tables and other
spreadsheet-like constructs
into Calamus. EDDIE is a fully
integrated text editor module
which goes much further than
the default PKS editor
supplied with Calamus. The
EPS Import/Export Module, as
its name implies, is used to
exchange Adobe lllustrator
vector graphics files.
Adequate Systems does not
have a UK distributor yet, so
for more information about
any of these products contact

Adequate in Germany on
= 0049 6241 955065.

ety RS S héita ;" i"ﬂvh#_:
seriously. Both develnpmants
ensure that Atari software will Ihra
on, and ultimately that’s what

really matters for ST users.
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Paris Atari Show

The French Atari scene has always been a bit of
an unknown quantity, so Steve Llewelyn travelled

to the French capital to check out
the two-day French Atari Show.

Ithough the French Atari
scene doesn’t match the
German one, attendance

at the French Atari Show totalled
around 3,000 over the two days.
The show, which took place in

Paris on the weekend of April 1-2,

was organised by Composcan.
Lots of new products were

on display. These included

Compo’s 3D Neon and GeSoft’s

680x0-based computer, the Eagle.

The Eagle

GeSoft’s Eagle was on display at
the La Becane stand, and could
well represent the future for seri-

ous Atari users. It’s been designed
to offer access to several processor
configurations, not just the

Motorola 680x0 found in the Atari.

You can make the Eagle a Power

PC or Pentium clone via special
add-on boards. In addition, the

motherboard controls such connec-

tions as the serial, parallel and
MIDI ports. Other I/O connec-

tions, such as video, are handled
by other cards, enabling you to put
PC-standard (or PCI) graphics
cards into the Eagle, further boost-
ing its performance and compati-
bility with industry standards.

The version demonstrated
ran a 68030 processor at 32MHz,
but with the release of the 68040
version in June and a 68060
processor some time after, the
Eagle is set to offer Atari compati-
bility and immense speed at a rea-
sonable price. La Becane, for exam-
ple, was offering an Eagle with
8MByte RAM and a 24-bit PCI
graphics card in a mini tower for
around FFr15,000 (£1,975). This
version doesn’t include an IDE or
SCSI hard drive, however.

3D graphics
Composcan was proudly display-
ing 3D Neon, the dedicated model-
ling, rendering and animation
package for the Falcon.

The German programmers
gave us a guided tour of

- Editions Outilsl Dutils? Options Extra

this integrated 3D pack-
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age, starting with the
Modeller Editor. This is
used to construct and
place basic objects with-
in the 3D world. It also
has an option for mor-
phing between two pre-
designed objects, pro-
ducing some very com-
plex results.

The Material Editor

Vision is a powerful French graphics package that was one
of many new French software programs on show in Paris.

The Eagle will be officially unveiled in the UK at the Spotlight Show
in Hammersmith in June (see page 12 for more details).

enables you to render
any TIFF or JPEG tex-
ture on to these objects.
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The Palais des Sports Marcel-Cerdan was the venue for the Paris Atari Show, where
3,000 enthusiasts eagerly viewed the latest in European hardware and software.

The Scenery Editor sets up the
camera position and light source
with any final adjustments and
settings handled by the Animation
Editor. Finally, the Render Editor,
in conjunction with the DSP chip,
constructs the animated sequences
which are saved

on display was Vision, a new
French graphics package from ICI
that runs on all Ataris and in all
resolutions. A demo should be
appearing in this country soon.
With over 8,000 French
Falcon owners, the newly formed
French Falcon

directly to the
hard disk.

All the edi-
tors work inter-

actively, making 1mmense speed at a
reasonable price

this powerful
program easy to
use. 3D Neon
should be available in the UK via
Compo towards the end of the
year, when a TT version will also
be released.

Other news

Composcan also had MagiCMac on
display, and the new CD-ROM
attachment for the Jaguar console
was being demonstrated for the
first time. To date around 10,000
Jaguars have been sold in France,
which means the CD-ROM drive
should be well received there. Also

Lexicor was one of the many companies showing off Falcon
accelerators and PC-style tower cases.

Club was a buzz

The Eagle is set to offer . aqivity,
Atari compatibility and despite only

having been
active for the
past three
months. On offer
was their
28-page magazine with an addi-
tional HD disk packed full of
Falcon programs and utilities.
Even better for Falcon users was
the presence on virtually every
stand of custom-built tower cases.
Hardware specialist Turtle
Bay showed off the Falcon Elan
030, an adapted PC tower with an
interface for attaching a standard
PC-keyboard and mouse. The dis-
play unit contained Turtle Bay’s
Alligator 030, which replaces the
processor with a 68030 running at
an amazing 42MHz for just
FFr1500 (£200). TT owners can get
the 040 version which boasts a
speed of increase of about four-
fold, but this was not being
demonstrated at the show.

A Grand Day Out

Coupled with the success of the
CeBIT Show in Germany, the Paris
Show proves that there’s still a lot
of vibrancy and life in the Atari
market. With 3,000 attendees at the
Paris Show alone and over 8,000
Falcon users, Atari’s 680x0 com-
puters are going to be around for a
long time to come. stf
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Newholme, Aston Road, Chipping Campden,
Gloucestershire GL55 6HR

ALL PO DISKS ONMLY
FREE CATALOGUE @&@)

FREE MEMBERSHIP each

Join the world’s brightest + cheapest Atari club.
We stock the latest titles at the lowest prices.

CATALOGUE DISKMAG We also stock
Send an SAE & | Send an SAE & | Commercial
blank disk for | blank disk for software &
the latest info |Free sample issue| ST accessories

£1.25
per disk
(inc P+P)
90p per

We are a fast efficient service
Our aim is to please

MIX AND MATCH

disk when | 2EIECt your own programs from our

ordering huge catalogue
8+ Guaranteed 650k + per disk

Catalogue with free PD £1.00 or S.A.E. + disk

'FAX MODEMS

Our top of the range low cost modems
come complete with software,
cables and instructions for
immediate use. All models
are fully compatible with

the ST/STE/FALCON/TT
as well as the PC and Amiga

FREE
RS232 cable and

Commes software with
every modem.

J V.42bis & MNP 5 Data Compression

Q V42 & MNP 2, 3 and 4 Error Correction.
J Group 3 fax class 1 & II compatible

< Full duplex

d Extended HAYES command set

J Auto Answer

J Adaptive rate negotiation

 Automatic speed negotiation upon

connection
J 12 month guarantee

FREEPHONE 0500 PRICES
Speedcom V32bis 14400 £119.99

340548 to order Speedcom V32 terbo 19200 £149.99

Access, Visa, Switch, Connect, Delta etc accept- Speedcom V34 28800 £199.99
ed for immediate despatch. Please send cheques
or Postal Orders (made payable to Siren
Software) to:-

|

BABT APPROVED MODEMS:-
X-LINK V32bis 14400 £134.99
X-LINK V34 28800 £224.99
Siren Software, 178 Bury New Road, Whitefield,
Manchester M45 6QF. Personal callers welcome. [ZalllSEEERIIEINUERTAN B CHEERUY
Open 9am-6pm Monday-Friday, £3.50 for 48 hour delivery or
£7.30 for 24 hour delivery.

Saturday 9am-noon

TUMBLEVANE PDL

(Dept 1), 6 West Road, Emsworth, Hampshire PO10 7JT
Telephone: Emsworth (01243) 370600

GAMES AND ADVENTURES

GM 135: Dave Munsie Game Collection -

GM 027: Monopoly
9 great games on 1 disk

GM 097: Fatemaster

1 NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE YO12 7EY
TEL: 01723 376586/01723 503299  Tox

GM 101:  Psycho Pig 2 (2 disks)

GM 111:  The Glass Buttock of Tharg

GM 114:  Course Angler

GM 119: Insectroid

GM 115: The Obscure Naturalist

GM 124: The Klingon War [Star Trek™) 1Meg
GM 133: Snacman (Pacman clone]

GM 134: Starball

MUSIC AND MIDI

MUM 24: Alchime Jr, Sequencer + 200 tracks mono
MUM 53: Kawai K1<>K2, Hires, 1 Mb

MUM 55: Yamaha SY22 Editor, Hi-res, 1 Mb
MUM 56: Guitar Professional, learn those chords
MUM 58: Roland ‘D’ series Sound Banks

GM 136: HMEC Pacman Clone
GM 137: MAX - a mad platform game
GM 138: Darts 180
ADV 028: A Night on the Town
ADVY 009: PORK 2
ADVY 032: Christian Adventure
ADV 052: Heavy Bunch/Investigation
ADVY 035: Deena

SPECIAL STARTER

PACK OFFER

ANY 5 DISKS £6.99
HELPLINE FROM 8.30am - 11.30am
PLEASE PHONE FOR DETAILS

MUM 63:  Score Perfect - At last a score writing programme which works in all resolutions 1 Meg
ART AND GRAPHICS

CHAMP MANAGER 93/94 ......ovvveeeeenn, 14.99  MIG 29 FULCRUM ......cvvveeeee. b 5.99

%wgf*gggg ﬁ“&ﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬂ - L PACIFIC ISLANDS .......... S| ) 8.99

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER ITALIA ........ £1500 ' POPULOUSEROMIEDIANGS oo i

A RGN 8.99  PREMIER MANAGER 2 (NOT BOXED) ...... 12.00

CRYSTAL KINGDOM DIZZY ......cccovveniinninnnns BOQ ORIATIROSPORTS v isiissmrest oo wnocns 3.99

L 200 ROBINSONS REQUIEM.....ccoovvivevereneres 10.99

BT IOOMAREY o i i £12.99  RUGBY LEAGUE COACH (1 MEG] ............ 15.00

FUN SCHOOL 2 SPACE 188911 MEGY --ciiiciiissrsssssisidisishss 8.99

UNDER 6/6-8/OVER 8  .ooeveeeeeeeeeeneen. 6-99 IKE FLEET 5.99

GUY.SPY ....c...n. N O] A NN 200 . STRIREPEREYC socrosmnarsseimeisisianininie -

HERO OLIEST + WITCH LORD. viviviiiavivivonsins 600 WARIN THE GUILF  ...iociiiiiiiiiiiimmnsinunssssons Q.99

INT. RUGEY CHALLENGE [T MEG . orvonn i se 809 MG KIER oo ssvivnsisss st sty e suttgs 5.99
COMPILATIONS

BOARD GENIUS THE DIZZY COLLECTION

CLUEDO,SCRABBLE RISK .............. cranressssssss 1099 FASTFOOD DIZZY/QUICKSNACK, FANTASY WORLD,

CARTOON COLLECTION TREASURE ISLAND, MAGICLAND .....coovvvinininininnis.9.99

TREASURE ISLAND, CJ'S ELEPHANT ANTICS, SPIKE, SUGHTLY mmm

MAGIC, SEYMOUR GOES THE HOLLYWOQD ............9:99  jMMy WHITE, LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS, SHUTTLE ...11.00

e digeatosh 9.00  LOTUS TRILOGY

POSTMAN PAT 3, POPEYE 2, SOOTY & SWEEP ..cvveee. . P TR

SUPER ALLSTARS

ROBIN HOOD LEGEND QUEST, MAGICLAND DIZZY, CAPTAIN BITMAP BROTHERS

DYNAMO, CJ IN THE USA, STEG THE SLUG ............. ..59.99 XENON, CADAVER, SPEEDBALL 2 .......... 8.99

AAG 29: Paintpot, best half meg package AAG 54:  Cosmic 4 Pyschedelic Art
AAG 31:  Metdfile Format Objects AAG 55: Cosmic Slide Show
AAG 35: Creative Titles, Video titler AAG 57:  Photochrome Version 3
AAG 39: Atari Image Manager V1.96, 2 disks ~ AAG 58:  Clipart, Judo & others
AAG 38: Crackart V1.36 Full English Manual TMb 3 Disk Set - Wedding Clipart £4.00
AAG 60: Creative Titles 2 - 1 Meg Version AAG 61: HP Chrome - print pics on HP deskiet
EDUCATIONAL
EAC01:  Maths Test for the under 10’ EAC 21:  ClAWord Facbook, Info on over 240 countries, 4 disks
EAC11:  Maths Made Easy EAC 06:  Shipwreck (Maths Cartoon|
EAC 02:  Body Search, Basic Human Anatomy EAC 29:  Workout. A learning aid
EAC18: The {'V::-rld (Quiz) EAC09:  Chunnel (French/English)
EAC 20:  Telliale chemistry, GCSE Levels A, B, C  EAC 37:  GCSE Maths
EAC19:  Planetarium WORD PROCESSING & DTP
WPD 01: ST Writer Elite WPD 22: Printing Press exiras
WPD 19:  Printing Press + 15 new fonts WPD 24: DB Writer support disk
WPD 23: DB Writer WPD 35: Marcelle - The Word Processor
WPD 03:  Typing Tutor
UTILITIES .
UTA 28:  Award Maker, now wih 286 lisied awards UTA 53:  German Translate, 27,000 words
awards and insiucions, create your own cerfficates UTA 06:  Fastcopy lll + 3 more
UTA 34: DB Master, create your own database UTA 48:  Sagrotan Virus Killer
UTA 38: 5 Dofabases, one has got fo do the job UTA 57:  Astubank (Personal accounts]
UTA R1:. 70,000 word spell checker UTA 01:  Hitchhickers Utils with Dock Displayer 3

Please pay by dheque or postal order only, payable to: Tumblevane PDL

The Summer Latest Update December 94

Catalogue is
ow available

Full catalogue disk for £1.00 or 50p with order
Disk prices: £1.75 each. Postage included

CHOOSE ANY 3 OF THE FOLLOWING FOR £10:00 PLEASE GIVE 7 ALTERNATIVE

ADDAMS FAMILY GOLD OF THE AZTEX PIXIE & DIXIE SIUPER SEYMOUR SAVES
BEAST LORD HERO QUEST POSTMAN PAT -THE PLAMNET
BIG NOSE HOOK FRO BOXING SIM SPELL FIRE
BIG RUN HUCKLEBERRY HOUND PUB TRMA QLUIZ SV/TCHBLADE Il
BLUE MAX IMMORTAL CUICKSNACK DIZZY TEAM SUZUK
BMX SIMULATOR JAHANGIR KHAN SQUASH ROBIN HOOD LEGEND QUEST ;

SCRAMBLED SPIRITS THE SORCERER

SEYMOUR GOES TO THE WINNING TEAM
HOLLYWOOD TOKI
SHADOW GATE TREASURE ISLAND DIZZY

BUBBLE DIZ25Y JAMES POND
BULLY SPORTING DARTS JIMMY CONMNORS
CAPTAIN PLANET KAMIKAZI

CJ IN THE USA KID GLOVES

CJ'S ELEPHANT ANTICS KING OF CHICAGO SIMPSONS UNINVITED
COOL WORLD |1 MEG) K SMNACK DIZZEY SKYHIGH STUNTMAN VIDEQKID
CYBERBALL LASER SCUAL SPACE ACE VIOLATOR

DALEK ATTACK LETHAL WEAPON SPACE CRUSADE \UARP

DEIAVU 1 AND 2 LORDS OF CHADS SPELLBOUND DIZZY WARLOCK
DIZZY PANIC LOTUS ESPRIT SPELL FIRE THE SORCERER s rj_ R
DIRAGONS LAR MANCHESTER UNITED SPIKE IN TRANSYLVANIA WORLL CH ".*1’ ,E':'mﬁ i
DRAGON SPIRIT MEAMN MACHINE STEG THE SLUG MANAGER
FIRE HAWEK MIG 29 STORMBALL WWE
G-LOC OMNE STEP BEYOND STUNT CAR RACER VALF 2

GAMES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. PLEASE NOTE - A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER. ORDERS UNDER
£5.00 ADD 50P POSTAGE + PACKING. CHEQUES + POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD GAMES.
PLEASE ALLOW 7 DAYS FOR DELIVERY. OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD £2.00 PER ITEM. EEC OR WORLD.



| FEATURE; DIY UPGRADES

Upgrading your ST is the best way to improve

. its performance. While the basic ST is a prett
powerful machine, there's no denying that

adding extra memory or storage space vastly

'Improves the efficiency of the system.

n that little bit of extra capacity, you can

~ seriously improve your work rate. Or,

- If you'’re into games, your play

rate. To help you get the

most from your mac

- Clive Parker takes an

in-depth

easiest wa

v s L

'-l:f - e L e i F e o ot A T T g e Y




ou’ve really got to
upgrade your ST if you
want to get the most
from it. With 1IMByte or
more of memory you can start to
use serious software like Papyrus,
Atari Works and Cubase. And the
more software and hardware you
buy, the longer the Atari ST will be
supported by developers.

Why not get a PC?
Good question. Why spend money

upgrading your ST when you can
buy a reasonably well specified
486DX with 4MByte of RAM, huge
hard drive, CD-ROM drive and
VGA graphics for under £1,000?

P S S R S SR -

Software, that’s why. What are you
going to do with — at the very least
- several hundred pound’s worth
of utilities, applications or games?
Scrap them, that’s what. And
you’ll have to replace all of the
application software you have
with the PC equivalent. At the
very least you'll need a word
processor, spreadsheet and data-
base. If you're into graphics or
DTP the replacement software is

STATIC ATTACK

probably going to cost you at least
as much as the PC itself. There is
plenty of commercial Windows
software about, but it isnt cheap
(hardly anyone uses DOS software
now, it’s just too unfriendly).

And the Mac is just as expen-
sive to ‘tool up’ to your current
level of software. There are ST
emulators for both the Mac and
the PC which enable you to con-
tinue using most of your serious
ST software, but they cost at least
£150. Far better to upgrade your
ST and get the most from the soft-
ware you already have. Most per-
formance-boosting upgrades are
inexpensive and easy to install.

- A
e a '~

Here you can see the AutoSwitch Overscan installed in a Mega ST. Although it’s tricky to fit,
it provides a significant increase in resolution. We suggest you let Compo install it for you.

Where do you start?
There are all kinds of ways to
upgrade your STE or STFM, but
the first thing you should do is
increase the amount of memory.
You can upgrade an STE for under
£100 and the STEM for about £125.
You should add as much memory
as you can afford in one go, but if
you can only atford 2MByte at
first, don’t worry — it’s easy to add
the extra 2MByte later.

DIY UPGRADES BV - WEBIE:-&

Using the Dual Docker from Gasteiner, you can add a PC keyboard and optional
internal hard drive to your ST. Watch out for the full review in ST FORMAT soon.

The next upgrade you should con-
sider is a TOS switcher. There are
several available for both the
STFM and the STE - some need a
little soldering and some don't.
The Compo T-Board 68 for the STE
needs soldering, but it’s worth
serious consideration because it
has a through socket enabling
other, STFM-only, upgrades to be
added to your system.

Disk drive upgrades

[f you can’t afford a hard drive,
but you need additional storage
space, a high density floppy drive
is an excellent compromise. You
get the added storage space of a
1.44MByte disk without going to
the extra expense of a hard drive.
Some soldering is required for this
upgrade, but it’s one of the best
ways to increase your storage
space, especially now that HD
floppies are so cheap.

Graphics upgrades
There aren’t too many options for
upgrading the graphics capabili-
ties of your STE or STFM unless
you go the whole hog and get a
full-blown upgrade, like a tower

case and an expensive 24-bit
graphics card. This is likely to set
you back over £400 when you take
all the hardware into account.

There is a less expensive
option for the STFM or Mega ST.
You can get a small device called
the AutoSwitch Overscan from
Compo Software (=& 01487 773582)
for £49. It's small, and tricky to
install, but it increases the resolu-
tion of the STFM significantly.

We recommend that you get
Compo to install the OverScan for
you. Call and ask for details of
their installation service.

And the rest

Some of the more expensive
upgrades like hardware accelera-
tors, tower cases and colour graph-
ics cards are probably best left to
the really serious power user. A
hardware accelerator starts at
around £180 for the STFM, and it's
only really useful if you're using
processor-intensive applications
like CAD packages or DTP soft-
ware. If you are already using this
kind of software, then you proba-
bly have a hard drive and a big
chunk of memory in your ST. B
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You can get increase the resolution of your STFM and get more pixels on the screen
using the AutoSwitch Overscan from Compo Software.
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Inside your ST

If you've always wondered what your ST is
like inside, but haven’t had the nerve to
take it apart, wonder no more. Here are
the STE and STFM in all their glory.

1. WD-1772 floppy
disk controller chip.

2. DMA chip, controls : Vel GYEE MR i % -J_.:-‘-'-' BRER Y T Bt o b o VAR e ’“i""""' ST = [0
B0 W . ' : : s LR |.|I'L'|1| f r-}:-l [:ulfu:‘l % 411

memory operations Sl [ - R T s AR s B P 7 TH il C RIS SRR D vy
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the system together. | L e e \ G
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sockets, upgradable (Ml & S TEepEaERT e e TRE e i
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5. Sound chip, which 4 esvenotd M- T SR
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6. TOS ROMs. O [E B e —T om0
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8. 6850 ACIAs, which | s 2 By ; | r_"‘
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mouse, joystick and b 0" | =

MIDI ports.

9. MMU (MEITIWY BB | ) t=—r e L LU e o ) ety !

Management Unit), L | = ; [;] : ” '

orders memory o PR eos i ;i'-

addressing, generates lilill.| =~ Cizhleeton i;[m
the screen image. Rl (= Y, g' I

10. CPU, which is the JERE | =t e “ ':.:- Y
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. WD1772.

. Glue chip.

. Memory.

. Sound generator chip.
. The STFM’s TOS.

. 68901 MFP. I 22 R P jil !i | |
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DIY UPGRADES
Stripping down your ST

Before you can add anything to your ST — memory, a TOS upgrade, or
a floppy drive - you need to get inside it. Fortunately it's pretty easy to
reduce your ST to a pile of components... and almost as easy to put it
back together again. Follow this step-by-step guide to take yours apart.

ﬁ‘@mﬁwmm% o A ] [ = v S M
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Disconnect all leads and peripherals from your ST

and lay it face-down on a flat surface. Locate the
seven screws in square holes. These hold the case
together and must be removed. There are also three
screws in round holes beneath the disk drive. These hold
the drive in place and must also be removed.

There are two metal screws holding a protective

piece of shielding over the disk drive cables.
Remove the screws and put them safely to one side.
They have to be replaced in the same holes. Remove the
shielding over the disk drive cables and put it to one
side. This shielding may be left out after some upgrades.

There are two screws at the front corners of the PSU,

holding it to the motherboard. They are on the
support legs of the PSU and are the only screws you
should remove from the PSU. The other screws on the
top of the PSU hold its various components together and
must remain in place.

i Lol G P G el 6 Ml €2

Carefully flip your ST over and place it face-up on
the flat surface. Lift the top half of the case and slide

it to the right. This disengages the case from the disk
drive eject button, which protrudes from the side of the

case. Put the case to one side, along with the screws
(keep the screws all together on a saucer).

Remove the screws holding the shielding over the
w power supply unit (PSU) and store them safely. There
are also two metal tabs holding the PSU shield down.
Twist them straight using a pair of long-nosed pliers. Lift
the shield and slide it towards the rear of the ST to
disengage the lugs at the front of the PSU.

Unplug the power cable at the front of the PSU. Lift
the whole unit up and slide it forward to remove it.
This is quite tricky — you have to disengage the lugs that
slot into the motherboard. Make sure that the main PSU
socket and power switch slide forward and out of the

holes in the back of the case.
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Lift the keyboard from its mountings and locate the

data connection cable. It plugs into the base of the
ST on the right-hand side of the case, just below the disk
drive. Carefully unplug the cable and remove the
keyboard from the base of the ST. The keyboard cable
only plugs in one way round.
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Lift up the disk drive and carefully unplug the ribbon

cable. It may be worth noting which way up the cable
is so you know how to replace it later, although most
drives have guide slots on the socket. Now unplug the
small power cable near the back of the drive and
remove the drive from the ST.

Remove the screws from around the edge of the

shielding and note where they go. They must go back
in the same holes. There are also metal tabs that must
be untwisted before you can remove the shield. Check
that you have removed all the screws and tabs before
you remove the shield or you could bend it out of shape.
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‘Memory upgrades

Adding memory is probably the most common, ahd beneficial, upgrade.
The STFM is harder to upgrade than the STE, but it's worth the effort.

STFM MEMORY UPGRADE

The STFM can be tricky to upgrade - there’s a good chance that
at least one component will need to be soldered into place (for
advice on soldering, turn to page 47). If you have any doubts at
all, have the extra memory added by a professional upgrade
service (see box headed ‘Join the professionals’, below).

Strip down your STFM to the bare motherboard following the
nine steps on page 21, then follow the seven steps below.

The Marpet Xtra-
RAM Deluxe is the
easiest way to
upgrade your STFM.

T

The large silver box in the centre of the motherboard
contains the STFM's video shifter chip. Begin by
removing the lid from the box, then get the video
shifter adapter from the Xtra-RAM kit.

Fix the MMU (Memory Management Unit) adapter
over the MMU chip. In almost every STFM you can
clip it into place. It takes a lot of pressure to fix it on to
the MMU, but be careful you don't bend the legs.

AL
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Replace the PSU and disk drive. Connect the small,

green cable running from the memory board to the
shield of the STFM with one of the screws used to fix the
disk drive shield. Check the memory using the supplied
software. If it's okay, rebuild your STFM.

If the video shifter is soldered in, the adapter must

be soldered on top. If it's socketed, remove the chip
and plug it into the socket on the adapter, then plug the
adapter into the empty socket.

i . o d i o iy s i1 B8 _
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Fold the ribbon cables from the two adapters so

that they run tidily to the area near the disk drive
ribbon cable. Also check to make sure that the cables
can't get trapped when you replace the shield.

. O
i

: o t':g!lﬂ '

Locate the MMU chip in your STFM. It's in a different

place on each type of STFM, but the Xtra-RAM Kkit
contains full instructions for finding it. On our test
machine, it's here at the bottom left.
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Replace the shield and thread the two ribbon cables
out through the disk drive hole. Get the main Xtra-
RAM board and plug the ribbon cables into it. Use sticky

tabs to fix the board to the top of the shield.

JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS

There are several suppliers who can upgrade your STFM for you. Here’s a com-
parison of their upgrade service and costs. All prices shown here include the
memory upgrade itself, installation and return courier service (which is well worth
the cost). You can also get the boards and fit them yourself — call for details.

Contact

= 0113 231 9444
= 0181 546 9575
= 01487 773582
= 01772 203166
= 01423 712600
= 01625 503448
= 01753 832212

Company

1st Computer Centre
Analogic Computing
Compo Software
Ladbroke Computing
Marpet Developments
The Upgrade Shop
System Solutions

1Mb

£85.99
£67.00
£65.00
£59.99
£51.78
£61.99
£79.95

2Mb
£125.99
£109.10
£90.00
£94.99
£92.90
£98.99
£129.95

4Mb

£165.99
£149.05
£130.00
£134.99
£139.90
£138.99
£189.95

Time

5-7 days

3 days

1 day (book in)
6 days

3 days

4 days

5-10 days
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These are the SIMMs, in their slots on the mother-

board. There are four slots, arranged in two banks of
two. Counting from the back of the STE’s case, bank O is
the first and third sockets, bank 1 is the second and
fourth sockets. A 512K STE has 256K SIMMs in bank O
and a 1MByte STE has 256K SIMMs in all four sockets.

STE MEMORY UPGRADE

Upgrading the STE’'s memory is simple. To upgrade a 512K STE to
1MByte, dismantle the machine following steps one and two
described on page 21. On the STE the PSU (Power Supply Unit)
shielding is L-shaped and also covers the SIMM memory slots.
Remove the PSU shielding and you can access the SIMM sockets
to add or remove SIMMs. You don't really need to completely strip
down your STE as shown here, but we've removed all the shielding
to make it easier for you to see exactly what's going on.

Here you can see
the L-shaped PSU
shield being
removed from an
STE to reveal the
SIMM sockets.
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SIMM boards are easy to install into their sockets.

They only fit in place one way round, with the chips
facing the rear of the STE. With the SIMM angled
towards you, and the edge connector facing away, gen-
tly insert it into the slot. Now gently tilt the SIMM until it
is upright and clicks into place.
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Once the SIMMs are in position, check that they are

firmly in place. If you are very careful, you can test
the STE before reassembling it. Replace the keyboard
and the PSU shielding and boot the STE. Use the test
software supplied with the upgrade to check it's work-
ing. If it's okay, reassemble your STE.

We've got ten Marpet 512K Xtra-RAM
Deluxe boards to give away, courtesy
of Marpet Developments. All you've
got to do to be in with a chance of
winning one is correctly answer the
three questions below.

1 What's the maximum memory you
can fit in an STFM?
Which version of TOS supports
high density drives?
3 What do the initials PSU stand for?

| 2

Of course, even if you don’t win, you can still get
hold of one of these quality upgrades - and now,
for the first time, you can get it direct from the
folks at Marpet themselves, so there's no middle
man to take his cut. The 512K Xtra-RAM Deluxe
board costs just £27.03 (inc VAT) if you buy it
direct from Marpet.

The benefits of upgrading your machine to
1MByte are obvious - suddenly you can take
advantage of a host of serious applications and
addictive games.

If you'd like to know
more about Marpet’s
excellent upgrades and

L]
|||||

Has your STFM only got 512K RAM? Do you fancy upgrading it to a full 1MByte so
you can run serious applications and mind-blowingly good games? Well, answer the
competition questions above and we may just bung you one for free!

fitting service, give them a call on = 01423
712600 - oh, and don’t forget to tell them who
sent you.

Competition address and rules

Send your answers on a postcard to ‘Gimme a
Marpet MByte’, ST FORMAT, 30 Monmouth
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. The closing date is
Tuesday 13 June. Employees of Future Publish-
ing and Marpet Developments are not eligible to
enter, and the editor’s decision is final.
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W - SEINE DIY UPGRADES

Since the Mega STE appeared in
1991, one of the best upgrades you
can do is an upgrade to TOS 2.06.

enables you to switch between

I n most cases the upgrade

two different versions of TOS
inside your ST. This means you
can still use any of your old soft-
ware that doesn’t work correctly
with the new version of the oper-
ating system.

There are several different

upgrades for both the STFM and
the STE, and each supplier offers a

T-Board 64 (£54) for the STFM and
the T-Board 68 (£54) for the STE.
Both need a degree of soldering to
install and use software to switch
between TOS versions. Compo is
currently working on solderless
STE board that uses a hardware
switch to swap between TOS ver-
sions — call for details.

Analogic Computing
(= 0181 546 9575) developed the

OS 2.06 upgrades

The T-Board 68 fits over the 68000
processor. Unlike the STFM, the 68000
in the STE is square and sits in a socket.

and both use a hardware switch to
change between TOS versions. The

| STE TOS UPGRADE

The T-Board 68 clips over the top of

the 68000. Two cables are soldered to

the legs of one of the original chips.

TOS Switcher for the STE for £49,
and a kit for the STFM for £59. The

Amitar TOS Switcher for the STE
and STFM. Both versions are sol-
derless and quite simple to install,

boards cost £59.95 each.
The Upgrade Shop (= 01625
503448) also supply a solderless

STFM kit needs some soldering
and, as we discovered last month,
it can be quite tricky to fit.

fiting service for the less confident
upgrader. Compo Software
(= 01487 773582) supply the

STFM TOS UPGRADE

The T-Board 64 fits over the STFM's
68000 processor — the long chip, usually
found near the front of the motherboard.

Solder each leg of the socket to each
leg of the 68000 chip. The chip’s sensi-
tive, so be as quick and careful as poss.

The 68000 chip is usually fixed in place,
so you'll need to mount a socket on top
of it, making sure all the legs line up.

Once the socket’s in place, the T-Board
can be plugged in. You may have to cut a
hole in the shield before you replace it.

High density floppy drive

has the number 02-02 on it. If there
is any other number on the chip,
you will have to send your ST off
to have the upgrade fitted. Both
Analogic Computing and The
Upgrade Shop can replace the
WD-1772 chip when they install
the upgrade.

Analogic Computing (= 0181
546 9575) can supply you with its
high density drive kit for £59.95.
The Upgrade Shop (= 01625
503448) kit costs £58.

You can only add a high den-
sity drive kit to your ST if the WD-
1772 floppy drive controller chip

A high density floppy drive enables
you to use 1.44Mbyte disks.
any ST is the addition of a

A. high density (HD) floppy

drive. This upgrade is a good com-

panion to the TOS upgrade,
because TOS 2.06 supports HD dri-
ves. You will still be able to read
normal 720K disks.

n excellent upgrade for

f_HIGH DENSITY FLOPPY DRIVE

To provide the HD detect signal, a wire

must be connected to the ribbon cable,
or the HD detect connection of the drive.

The HD module fits over the Yamaha
sound controller chip. The WD-1772 con-
troller chip is the smaller chip just above.

The high density module is soldered into
place over the Yamaha sound chip. Make
sure it's the right way around.

Cut the leg providing the clock signal to
the drive controller, and solder the blue
wire of the HD module to the leg.
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STs are normally
very reliable, but
as time goes by
you may have to
replace some
components.

REPLACEMENT DISK DRIVE

Lift up the old disk drive and carefully

disconnect the power cable, which you'll

find near the back of the ST.

lthough most STs are

amazingly reliable and

never have any problems
at all, there are many bits and
pieces inside that can fail. In most
cases the problem needs to be fixed
by a specialist repair service, espe-
cially if the problem involves sur-
face mounted (soldered) compo-
nents. However, there are a few
things you can replace yourself.

If your disk drive fails, don't

bother trying to get it fixed. It’s

Now grip the ribbon cable and gently dis-

engage it from the socket on the drive.
Put the old drive to one side.

cheaper to buy a new drive and
replace it yourself. Note that if
your new floppy drive has a differ-
ent-shaped eject button than the
old one, you may need to cut the
top half of the case. Some compa-
nies can supply replacement Atari
drives with the correct shaped disk
eject button. Ask when you order.
You can get replacement disk
drives from: Gasteiner
(= 0181 345 6000) for £45; The
Upgrade Shop (= 01625 503448) for

DIY UPGRADE BV -Bil:&3

Replacement components

£39.99; Analogic Computing
(= 0181 546 9575) for £39.95; or
First Computer Centre

(= 0113 231 9444) for £49.99.

The procedure for replacing
the floppy drive is the same for
both the STE and STFM. Dismantle
your ST up to step three on page
21, then follow the steps below.

Note that you can use the
same procedure to replace a single-
sided drive in an old STFM with a
new double-sided drive.

Unwrap the new disk drive and carefully
connect up the ribbon cable and the
power cable.

Locate the drive on the support legs,
then reassemble your ST. You're in
business again!

Power corrupts,
but power units
get corrupted.
Happily, they are
easy to replace.

Remove the two screws on the front legs
of the PSU and unplug the power cable at

the front. Then lift the PSU...

REPLACEMENT

Another component likely to fail is
the PSU (Power Supply Unit). It’s
simple enough to replace, though,
because it’s only fixed in position
by two small screws and the
power connection to the main
ciruit board of the ST.

You can get replacement
PSUs from: the First Computer
Centre (= 0113 231 9444) for
£39.99; Gasteiner (= 0181 345 6000)

for £34.95; The Upgrade Shop
(= 01625 503448) for £32.99; and
Analogic Computing
(= 0181 546 9575) for £49.95.
Analogic will part exchange your
old PSU for a new one for £29.95.
To replace the PSU, follow
stages one, two, three and seven of
the stripdown procedure on page
21, then follow the four-step proce-
dure shown below.

POWER SUPPLY

—.r-'ﬂ_ﬁ

...and slide it forward. Disengage the legs

and make sure the socket and power
switch slide out of the holes in the case.

Slide the new PSU into the old one’s
space. Slot the legs into motherboard’s
holes and free any trapped cables.

A replacement

Atari power supply
unit, yesterday.

Fix the PSU in place using the two screws
and connect the power cable to the sock-
et. Now rebuild your ST (see page 21).

Keyboards are

difficult to repair
- replacement is
often the answer.

Unfortunately, the more use an ST
gets, the more likely the mouse or
joystick port will fail. This is
because the ports are fixed to the
keyboard by solder connections to
the circuit board. Repeated plug-
ging and unplugging of mice and
joysticks cause the solder joints to
crack, and eventually one or more

conductors become unreliable.
Fixing this problem is a long

and fiddly process, involving strip-
ping the keyboard down and resol-
dering the joints. Unfortunately,
the underside of the keyboard is
held in place by over 40 small
screws, and getting it back to-
gether again can be a nightmare.

Unless you have the optimism of a
maniac or the patience of a saint,
it’s probably easier to get a new
keyboard. You can get keyboards
from: The Upgrade Shop

(= 01625 503448) for £49.95; First
Computer Centre (= 0113 231 9444)
for £49.99: and Gasteiner

(= 0181 345 6000) for £65. stf
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NUTS TO YOU ALL!

As you will see from this page, we are still nuts about the Atari range of computers and are continuing to support the platform. We
have released over 50 titles for the Atari over the last 9 years (most of them are to be found on this page, somewhere) and now we
announce Squirrel Storage Systems - SCSI peripherals at realistic prices. We think that it's about time that Atarifolk were able to buy
quality SCSI devices at competitive prices, so we have put together some very special deals based on high quality
components, all with 2 year warranty. (Atari ST/STe owners will need a SCSI interface). Whether you're buying SCSI for the first time, extending your SCSI
chain or fitting more units in a tower case, why not take advantage of the generosity of our storage-hungry squirrel and grab his nuts while you can!
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270Mb £169, 540Mb £239
730Mb £279, 1Gb £479
Add £60 for external units

Squirrel 2x - int £129, ext £189
New! Squirrel 4x - int £199, ext £259

Introducing our brand-new quad-speed CD-ROM drive, the

Squirrel 4x; a feature-packed, lightning-fast drive at a :;:E ;i ::: g;:g' ::: E;g: - Hard drives are becoming more and
stunning price. This is the flagship of our range of CD-ROM 270Mb - int 2416 xt £479 nare affordable and iyl okl aftas
drives, all designed to suit your needs and your pocket. ‘ - . some tremepduuﬁs Prices on a range of M
Scitirrel CD-ROM ' dives: idfe: cased, i extrermely: Slish Introducing removable SCSI drives for your Atari superb quality drives in a range of capacities.
enclosures with two SCSI connectors and offer fast access Spmptitsy; Hesed on reliabib pIGven oy Qitiest These drives offer fast seek times (14ms @ 270Mb,
times, stereo headphone sockets with volume control, phono mechignisms,” these' 44Mb, 83Mb ‘and 270Mb 11ms @ 540/730Mb, 9ms @ 1Gb), large caches and
line output, PhotoCD™ muilti-session support, CD-DA (digital units, ‘offer. ‘transportable, compsct, nhigh high ,EPEEd data t_r::_msfer rates. All units e be
audio) compatibility with the convenience of tray-loaded Ferfnrmanc:e Srd, Buove allexparndabie Siorage supplied for you to fitin your own case or pre-installed
action. The Squirrel 2x CD-ROM drive offers 300Kb/sec or all your computing needs. SyQuest is the in one of our professional Squirrel SCSI cases.
transfer while the Squirrel 4x attains a 600Kb/sec sustained WoRcjeads) n this technology across computer :
transfer rate, with an access time of only 190ms. platforms which means Fhat yﬂu can transfer - We can supply all necessary SCSI connecting leads (both
You will need suitable CD-ROM driver software; please add yors bet&uee? Atar_'l, Mgclntnsh Ang PC’.w'th mmrﬁaf a; gdexremaﬂ, oS\ e, o (ke Talinc o
Wil + : v : ease. Our drive prices include 1 free cartridge. call and discuss ynurexac:trequrremenrs with our friendly,

i you require us 1o supply this. technical staff.

Our first program on the Atari platform was our
HiSoft Devpac assembler and we have always
regarded the Atari 680x0 computers as ideal

Two power programs and one three-in-one program
here to satisfy all your word processing, database and
spreadsheet needs.

SCSIID Phono machines on which to develop vyour
selector e T S } ?Sf‘;i‘g programming ski'lls. Over the years we hgve EFapyausSsold® . . ool ge £129
A il produced a wide range of programming Twist2database® ... ... _. ... ... .. £59.95
OWEL In E languages and associated utilities and now here Atari Works* £59.95
and switch . is a great opportunity to purchase anything that Pa s Gold 8; 'I: s _t2 t; i di ______ 1 .
you may have missed or perhaps have not been Py » i undle ... £169
Fan SCSI able to afford.
RmeCton HiSoft Devpac 3.10* . __ £59.95
All our Squirrel SCSI devices come either bare (int - ready DevpacDSP Falcon* ____________ £49.95
for installation internally within a suitably-equipped Atari or HiSoft BASIC 2.10* ____________ £79.95
other computer) or fully-cased (ext) with integral HiSoft BASIC2.02 ... _______ £59.95 Two years ago we acquired all the Microdeal titles and,
multi-voltage power supply, SCSI in/out, SCSI ID selector ot 8 6% e LV o £99.95 since then, we have improved and developed these
and audio out (for CD-ROM). The cases we supply are high Personal Pascal £29 95 products, enhancing for the Falcon and re-working the
quality, shielded, snap-together enclosures, each with 40W QUEREE: & o8 ANt £q 5;5 documentation. These are all quality hardware
power supply - the back panel of the 5.25" case is shown FirST BAS_IE y iil; ““““““““““““ . products at superb prices.
- r W
above. These SCSI enclosures are available at £69.95 Clarity Falcon* - 76 bit stereo sampler .. £79.95

each (please specify 3.5" or 5.25" when ordering). Your FirST BASIC book =~ £19.95

Modern Atari System Replay 16 - 16 bit mono sampler .. _ _ __ £99.95
Please note that, unless you laready have one, you will Sorthaiaso bk £15 VideoMaster Falcon RGB* - __ £99.95
neadia SCSI interface 'for Vour ‘Atan ST/STe Ny order-tor " ', 0 | T T Trin IR S s S e e T VideoMaster STRGB . __ £89.05
attach our Squirrel SCSI devices. We recommend the ICD The Atarl Compendium book ... £39.95 ColourMaster - RGB splitter -~ £49.95
Link 2 which ly at £69.95 inclusie. - —m—mroun T T !
i s et i StereoMaster ST - 8 bit stereo sampler. £29.95
PlayBack ST- 8 bit stereo playback ---- £24.95
We offer two superb True Colour packages for * Falcon f”hzﬂﬂf ng ) iﬂmi programs need extra
_ painting and image DFGGESSEHQ. memory and a hard disk to function; plEElSE check first
These are programs that you should never be without. o if you are in doubt. All offers subject to availability and
Diamond Back 3* - hard disk backup . £39.95 TruePaint* ... £19.95 strictly only valid to readers of this magazine and until
Diamnnd Edg&* o hard disk maf”tenance s bl | 239.95 True"“age* ________________ Esg'gs 30 Ma}' 19957 E&{:}E @ HiSth 1995.
XBOGT 3 - bhoot management _____________ 229.95 T!'UEPH'“t‘l‘TruEimﬂgE* “““““““ £49-95
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Cal

User Grou

Nick Peers quizzes Steve Llewelyn
of the Calamus User Group about
his dedication to the ST’s premier
desktop publishing program.

ou’ve got Calamus. You
realise how powerful it
is, and you want to do
some really great things
with it. To get the most out of it,
you need a user group, and there’s
no better place to start than the

+ Calamus User Group, run from
Kent by Steve Llewelyn, a man
who knows Calamus inside out.

stf: How did you yourself first come
across Calamus?
Steve: Around 1987-1988 [ ran a

small mail order

modular system in Calamus SL
offers so many opportunities for
future expansion.

There are many Calamus
users who migrate to other plat-
forms and then complain that
PageMaker and QuarkXPress are
nowhere near as good as Calamus.
stf: How long has the Calamus User
Group been in operation?

Steve: The magazine has been
going for about two years now.
The idea was to produce a mag
that would act as a platform for
users of all levels

company and
became one of
Mike Dale’s
(Signa
Publishing) first
Signum dealers.

We're always pleased
to receive mail from
anyone who uses the
Calamus program

to communicate
their problems or
offer to help to
each other.

stf: Why did you
decide to set up the

CALAMUS USER GROUP BEEVEE S :AAE=A"]

Calamus User is an indepen-
dent publication that keeps
its readers fully informed
about everything relating to
their favourite desktop
publishing program.
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This is the program that inspires such fierce loyalty. It's so well respected, in fact, that
Apple Mac and PC versions are due to be released in the very near future.

start a magazine for the program.
Unfortunately, Halco never saw it
in the same way.

receive mail from anyone who
uses the Calamus program.
stf: What plans do you have for the

One day he gave user group? stf: What contacts have you made coming year?
me a DTP pack- Steve Llewelyn, Calamus UG Steve: It all goes through the group? Steve: We are looking to feature
age, all in back to a time Steve: My first and most impor- the Windows NT and Windows ‘95

German, to try out. That was my
introduction to Calamus.

stf: What advantages does it have over
other programs?

Steve: Before Calamus, I used
Publishing Partner (now Pagestream)
and Signum. Calamus provided the
quality output of Signum and the
DTP features of Publishing Partner.
Once past the initial “icon shock’, 1
found Calamus easy to use, and the

when I worked freelance for Les
Player at GFA. Les sponsored the
user group and send out subs
forms with every GFA product. In
return, the user group offered sup-
port on all the GFA products,
releasing Les to concentrate on
promotion.

With the demise of Signa
Publishing as Calamus’s UK dis-
tributor I saw the opportunity to

tant contact was Nathan Potechin
of DMC Publishing, the US and
Canadian distributor for Calamus.
He's very informative and helpful.
Last year we got a letter from
a Texan company called Serious
Type which led us to distributing
their range of commercial fonts in
the UK. We are getting a large col-
lection of professional vector-
based clip-art which will be avail-
able soon. In addi-

tion, we have started

versions of Calamus, but the main
core of the magazine will remain
dedicated towards v1.09n and SL.
We're also planning to produce our
own User to User hints.

We've recently contacted a
German PD library and are hoping
to bring a new source of Calamus-
related PD material to the UK. We
will also be making regular ap-
pearances at the Atari shows. stf
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~E=AANA""M SCREEN ACCELERATOR

NVDI 3

Do you need a seriously fast screen
accelerator and scalable vector
fonts? Of course you do! So let’s
take a good long look at NVDI 3...

"WUDI Font Cache —
Cache: [¢[281 kB

FONTPATH [C:\BTFONTS) |
FIFPATH [C:\BTFONTSY |

Clear Cache

e’'ve always when compared with the

recom- original TOS routines.
mended Any program which
NVDI - used GEM to display to

the screen could be
made to scream along
with NVDI.

The latest version
moves a step forward by
providing support for vector fonts
in Speedo format as well as the
TrueType fonts used by Mac and

it's a piece of software
no serious ST user can
do without. There may
be other screen accelera-
tors about, both PD and
commercial, but NVDI kills them
all stone dead in terms of sheer
raw speed.

It's easy to configure the vector font side of NVDI 3. All you need is a copy of the
XControl accessory, from any PD Library.

.......
L)

library could supply more than
you'll ever need. Commercial
offerings are usually of a higher
quality, and companies such as
Compo or System Solutions stock

special effects fonts separate from
normal display faces.

Installing a new font is as
simple as dropping it into the fold-
er and clicking on the ‘Scan Fonts’

If you've ever suffered from PC owners. Unlike Speedo 5 it them on floppy or CD. button in the supplied XControl
slow screen redraws in a DTP doesn’t use the PostScript format, Installing new fonts under .CPX module. Removing a font is
package like Easy Text Pro, or a but TrueType SpeedoGDOS 4 equally simple - either delete it, or

move it into a HIDE folder and
then re-scan.

or 5 was a bit of
a bind - you had
to run the OUT-

LINE program,

fonts are much

easier to get hold INVDI 3 enables you to

of, sothisisnta  replace the TOS screen
real drawback.

GEM art program like HyperDraw,
you need NVDI. If you're still
waiting ages for decent printouts

from the original Atari release of Cache me if you can

GDOS 1.1, you need NVDI. If NVDI 3 font with SﬂmEthlﬂg and often need- Speedo and NV DI both store font
you've seen the vector font sup- comes onasin-  more personal ed to re-boot to data in a ‘cache’ in memory. When
port offered by SpeedoGDOS, but gle disk, and force the system you type a character for the first

couldn’t justify the cost of Speedo

installs automati- to recognise

and NVDI 2, you should certainly
take a look at this.

Faster, faster

NVDI 2 offered a full replacement
for GDOS which was faster and
less buggy than the Atari original.
It also completely replaced the
ST's VDI (Virtual Device Interface)
with a vastly optimised version
written in assembly language, pro-
ducing a massive speed increase

T L S

cally to your boot disks or hard
drive. Two basic Speedo fonts are
supplied, Life and Gothic. They
look very much like the Swiss and
Dutch faces we all know so well.
Beyond that you can make
use of any Speedo font, such as

those provided with SpeedoGDOS

and applications like That’s Write 3.

TrueType fonts are available both
commercially and as PD or share-
ware — any PPC BBS or shareware

e
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your new fonts. Speedo 4 needed
all fonts to be in the same folder,
while Speedo 5 enabled you to
separate the different font formats
into three folders.

NVDI 3 offers a better solu-
tion — it scans any folder inside the
default BTFONTS directory, so you
can create SPEEDO and TRUE-
TYPE folders, and separate your
fonts even further within them.
For example, you could keep fancy

KONTROLLFELD

— NUDI 3.81 / 25.11,1994 —

d 6DOS
< GEMDOS Cconus
[] TOS compatibility

D Mouse acceleration
B4 Line-A
X Error messages

Using this CPX you can set NVDI's parame-
ters, including a handy mouse accelerator.

LIFE AND TIMES OF GDOS

|
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
]
T

T | Abbruch |

 often needed | :
""Ilifﬁ_}ehsp“m +for a J}hndlul of quallty |
fonts. If you had 12- and 24-point
fonts_ available, but wanted a 48-

point headline, GDOS would.

MYBLUEBY.FN

trua sualabla vactor font systam :
available to almost any program
which used the original GDOS.

The ASSIGN utility makes editing the ASSIGN.SYS file easy. It may be in German, but it's
pretty easy to work out which button does what.
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Works File Edit Window Search Format Siyle
Untitled (WP} iNot Souved)

T (S | e | ][] s BIoes ”!
.L'_:_|_‘_._4_|_._I_.-_-.A.-u i LA - : E|

cy{ﬂi{?fﬂ'ﬂ& %0(5
American Text BT

Aurora Bold Condensed
Baker Signet

MiCk'2 HODWRIriMG? &

NVDI gives you access to the wealth of
TrueType fonts from the PC, including some
rather bizarre ones...

time, the scaler builds it from the
font data. It is then placed in the
cache to save time next time you
use it. With NV DI it is easier to
resize the cache on the fly using
the CPX, and changes are used
instantly; however, it doesn’t have
the facility used by Speedo 5 to
dump the contents of the cache to
disk and reload later. This can be
useful when you need a little-used
font in a hurry.

Drive that printer

NVDI 3 comes with an excellent
set of printer drivers covering
everything from 9-pin dot matrix
printers up to the latest inkjet and
laser devices. Installing a new dri-
ver is done with a CPX module
too, with no re-boot needed.

NVDI 3 supports the GDOS
convention of installing a printer
as GDOS Device 21. You can also
add secondary drivers, such as one
to print each page as an IMG pic-
ture to disk as Device numbers 22
through 30. The installation pro-
gram will install a second printer
as 22 for you, but any others above
that and you'll need to either edit
the ASSIGN.SYS file with a text
editor, or use the supplied German
program to do it.

Applications like Papyrus
Gold support drivers 21 and 22,
which means you can access a sec-
ondary driver — such as the ‘Print
to FAX" driver from STraight FAX 2
— with the minimum of fuss.

NVDI 3 also includes a driver
which knows about odd dpi ratios
like the 196dpi used by fax pages —
full marks for this.

The drivers are easily config-
ured for quality and paper size
with the CPX: You also get a pro-

gram which enables you to modify |

existing drivers or build your own
from scratch, but you need to
know a lot about your printer
before you attempt this.

NVDI 3 still supports the old
bitmap fonts, and we found it
more reliable than Speedo 5 in this
respect. Bitmaps which previously
choked Speedo installed without
problems with NVDI.

Like all previous versions,
NVDI 3 enables you to replace the
TOS screen font with something
more personal. The same Apple
Mac-like Monaco font is used, but
any GDOS screen font at 8, 9, 10
and 20 point will do, such as the
ANSI fonts used by a lot of comms
users. Installing new screen fonts
means editing ASSIGN.5YS, but
the manual covers it thoroughly.

Compatibility was always
one of NVDI's strong points. We
had no problems on an ST, but

SCREEN ACCELERATOR E:@3=AYARA"."

MAKEPRN File Ba}§:

NEC P6 & Kompatible

Resolution and Margins

Control Characters

— Resolution:

Horizontal Resolution:
Vertical Resolution:

Nuality Hame: 368 dpi no optimisatis

368 dpi
368 dpi

Printable Width: 283.8 nm
Printable Height: 268.8 nm

Colour
Paper feed

— Physical Margins:

Left Margin:
Right HMargin:

Upper Margin: 22.0 nn
Lower Margin: 15.0 mm

Cancel |

If you need to edit or create a Printer Driver, NVDI is happy to help you do it.

things went less smoothly on a
Falcon — some programs crashed
when NVDI was installed. Our
early version of Truepaint bombed
in Truecolour mode, and Falcon
graphics demos which accessed
the hardware directly didn’t like it
either. As a rule though, compati-
bility is very high, and all major
applications ran with no crashes.

File Test Misc.

— JTest

GEM Dialog BoH:
UDI Teut:

UDI Text Effects:
UDI Small Text:
Dl Graphics:

GEM Uindow:
Integer Divisjon:
Float Math:

RAM Access:

ROM Access:
BLitting:

UDI Scroll:
JustitTied Text:
UDI Enquire:

New Dialogs:

. 395
.495
B35
.288
.498
.8680
.008
.B8e
.068
.0688
.978
.125
.948
. 745
.478

A B = = = O 0000 NQ — D -

Time — Ratio —

— Statistics

258% Display: 341%
686% CPU: 8%
789%
7908%
358%
162%

Average: 341%

— Reference

———— Falcon o

L Blitier
26% FPU

234%
168%
212%
1862

048%480%2
b48#480+16
648%480%256

NOT REGISTERED

The shareware benchmark program GEMBench here shows how much faster your
display can be with NVDI 3 satisfying your need for speed.

=] 'KONTROLLFELD

S O T R T T T e T T e e R ST NS S e L S P e e ot T T

1Printé?:|' NEC P6 & Konpatible] |

Dialog:

General | Iﬁ
%

Paper : ‘ DIN R4 I

Quality: ‘ 308 dpi H B/l |

Husgahe:‘ Pﬂrallel Port |

R R e e e et Sy S e TS Lr

A E AT e R

Configuring your printer drivers is a doddle too, with this CPX module.

.........

_--ﬁnn yuu use. Tu genarata a
huge 144-point ‘A’, the funt
scaler just enlarges the font
description mathematically,
producing lovely curves.

The Need for Speed
NVDI is like a turbocharger for
your ST. In terms of speed, it wins
out over Speedo any day. Speedo 5
could recognise and hook into
NVDI 2, but NVDI 3 is faster still.
Loading TrueType fonts in Papyrus
was noticeably quicker.

If you already have Speedo 5
and NVDI 2, deciding whether to
upgrade is difficult. NVDI 3 offers
everything bar PostScript fonts in
one well-written, fast package.
Adding and removing fonts is eas-
ier with NV DI, and its caching
appears to be quite a bit faster
than Speedo’s. Try to take a look at
NVDI 3 running, as you may well
find the single integrated package
more comfortable to use.

If you have Speedo without
NVDI, or an older NVDI without
the vector font use, this is a must.
Personally, we love it, and we
want to have its babies. stf

FRANK CHARLTON

NVDI 3.01

£49.95 System Solutions

= 0181 693 3355
Minimum hardware: ST/TT/
Falcon030, 512K. 1MByte
or more for vector fonts,
hard drive recommended.

HIGHS

B Faster than SpeedoGDOS
B Easy font installation
B Excellent print quality

LOWS

B Some Falcon
compatibility problems

4 In short...

NVDI is like a turbocharger
» W for your ST. Essential, fast-

= 0707

stuff — and
we love it.
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~S=AAN-A"' CD-ROM DRIVER

ExtenDOS Pro

A CD-ROM drive isn’'t much good
without driver software. Take a look
at ExtenDOS Pro - it's easy to use,
very fast and compatible with
almost any new SCSI drive.

trange things, com-
puters. Just a
short while ago
(several years,
actually — Karen) we
were marvelling at how
good floppy disks were
compared to cassettes.
Now we've got CD-ROMs -

shiny pieces of plastic barely big-

ger than a floppy, but capable of
holding up to 650MByte of data.

As well as the CDs crammed
with ST PD and shareware, there
are a lot of generic discs from the
PC market you can use — clip-art,
MIDI files, GIF images. You'll still
need driver software, though...

ExtenDOS Pro by Anodyne
Software (distributed in the UK by
System Solutions) is the only CD-
ROM driver which runs happily
on all Atari machines. Competitors

o Pt

Tratck Elapsed
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The Audio CD Player has controls just like the
real thing, so you can listed to Kylie as you
work. Er, maybe not.

Desk File View Options

0] ol Pmswas  [HE
[l &

11855441 bytes used in 4808 items,

such as the ICD driver
supplied with the Link 2
are more specialist,
since they run under
MiINT or MultiTOS.
ExtenD(OS comes
with everything you
need in one simple pack-
age, and runs under all TOS
versions and with multitasking
environments like Geneva and
MagiC. ExtenDOS will run CD-
ROM drives attached to the SCSI
ports of a TT or Falcon; if you have
an ST, ExtenDOS will only work
with one of the ICD host adaptors
like the AdSCSI, Link or Link 2.
The manual provides a
quick-start installation guide.
Assuming your CD-ROM drive
has an ID of 5,
just copy the files
to your boot disk
and re-boot.
Most modern
CD-ROM drives

the case enabling
you to set the ID
— check your manual.

If your drive has a fixed ID,
you'll need to reconfigure
ExtenDQOS. This is done by editing
the EXTENDOS.CNF file in a text
editor. As long as you know the
drive’s ID, this is easily done.
Once ExtenDOS is set up and
copied to the AUTO folder, a quick
re-boot gets you going.

ExtenDOS is almost transpar-
ent in use. The
EXTENDOS.CNF

1 111 riv
P ENDISKUTIL \*, E file SPECIf‘lE‘S a drive

HARD DISK W DL

B % DESKTOP

P \DEHOS\*, %

74199139 bytes used in 198 1tems,

BCHAMGES
8INDEX
4N_AFAIR ARC
ACEDEMD ARC
ACIDZ  ARC

136 27.88.94
9316 27.88.9%4
266866 27.088.94
223799 27.88.94
368648 27.88.94

27.88.94
27.68.94
27.88.94

W ¥ FILEMENU
E | \ & MOUSE 27.68.94
I? P HTAC e B [

letter for the CD-
ROM drive (the
default is P).
Opening the icon
from the Desktop
accesses the con-
tents of the CD as if
it were a write-

7199885 bytes used i
BINDEX 0
ACACHE ARC
AFHT  ARC
ANALYZER ARC [
ARGUS  ARC [i
BACKUP  ARC
BLANK  ARC [
BLITZ145 ARC i
BPB37  ARC
CACHE _ ARC

protected hard
drive partition.

The CD acts just like a large read-only hard drive. With 650MByte

of files you almost qualify as a PD Library!

Files can be copied,
programs run and
archives extracted

m ST FORMAT JUNE |SSUE 71

As it’s an accessory,
you can listen to your
favourite CD while
have a switch on you work, too
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ExtenDOS can access PhotoCD disks, but you'll need a separate viewer like ImageCopy
3.5CD to look at them. This is one of Andy’s holiday snaps, actually.

without worrying about the
mechanics behind it.

What sets ExtenDOS apart
from the competition, like the ICD
driver, is speed. The MiNT driver
is slooooow — open a folder with
MBytes of data in and you almost
have time for a cuppa before the
window opens. There’s none of
that with ExtenDOS — it is slower
than working with a hard drive,
but not much.
Double-speed
CD-ROM drives
have a data
transfer rate of
about 300K per
second, and
ExtenDOQOS is
happy to work
at that speed. A cache buffer
stores regularly-accessed data
such as the FAT.

ExtenDOS can access single
and multi-session CD-ROMs,
including the Kodak PhotoCD for-
mat, and can play normal audio
CDs. Since most new drive manu-
facturers use the same basic mech-
anisms from a few big companies,
ExtenDQOS should work with
almost any new SCSI drive you
can find. Be careful of the cheap
CD-ROM drives advertised in PC
mags though, as they are almost
always IDE rather than SCSI, and
they won’t work.

The manual lists a selection
of drives from Chinon, NEC,

- Philips, Sony, Texel and-Toshiba,

and mentions that any other SCSI
drive should work with multi-
session and PhotoCD discs, but

won’t necessarily play audio discs.

We tried it with a Matsushita
mechanism that wasn’t on the list,
and while it worked fine as a CD-

ROM drive, it wouldn’t let us lis-
ten to any audio stuff.

The Audio CD player comes
as a Desk Accessory which has
controls like a real CD unit. There
is a track and time display, and a
‘shuffle’ function which plays
tracks in a random order. As it's an
accessory, you can listen to your
favourite CD while you work, too.

ExtenDQOS is easy to use and
very fast. If you've got a CD-ROM
drive, chances are you’ll be think-
ing about this already. If you're
planning to buy one, it’s well
worth adding the cost of
ExtenDOS to your budget. stf

FRANK CHARLTON

ExtenDOS

~ Pro 2.0

L. £29.95 System Solutions
= 0181 693 3355.
Minimum hardware:
ST/STE/TT/Falcon030,
212K. ST/STE require an
ICD host adaptor.

HIGHS

W Faster than the ICD/MINT
drivers
B Good drive support

LOWS

B Audio not available on
some drive types

In short...

Easy to use, very fast and it
works well. Overall, the only

=ar 92%

way to use
CD-ROM.



Outside

The Falcon030 comes with 1, 4 or
14MByte memory, but what if you
want more than that? Take a look at
this new virtual memory system

from 16/32.

irtual memory isn't a
new concept, but we
haven’t seen much of
in the ST market.
Programs like Calamus SL have the
ability to assign drive space as
RAM, but until now there hasn’t
been a reliable system to use with
all ST software.

QOutside 3.2 is the new version
of the popular virtual memory sys-
tem from Maxon Computer in
Germany, now distributed in the
UK by 16/32 (and by Lexicor in
the USA). The catch is that it only
runs on a machine equipped with
a 68030 processor — a Falcon or TT,
or an ST fitted with a PAK /68
processor board. The 030 CPU is
able to use memory protection, so
programs use only their own seg-
ment of RAM. If one crashes, it
doesn’t cause everything else to
collapse, at least in theory.

Step outside, luv
Outside comes on a single high-
density disk containing the pro-
gram itself, a small selection of
related utilities, and a copy of the
HD Driver hard disk driver (writ-
ten by Outside’s author, Uwe
Seimet). HD Driver is provided
because Outside won’t work with
hard drives formatted with the

VIRTUAL RAM

''''''

N

=

e el

~ looks through what's already in
'RAM, and ‘swaps’ a chunk which
isn't currently being used to disk.
When that part is needed again, the
program reloads it, swapping out
another block if necessary.

1 Ar

e
i 5

Profile File Report Options Help

VIRTUAL MEMORY E:E=AAN=R"

OUTSIDE V3.20 Configuration ‘

(C? 1593 bW UneE Seimet
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G+ 6 || Di 74 | Ei 62 | Fi 93 8
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Virtual memory in MByte: 38.

Page size:| 8 KByte || 16 KByte || ~¥/ '"'("

Alternative memory in MByte: Z.0

ROM to RAM, write protection

ROM to RAM, no write protection |

Compatibility mode

Memory maxinun

3 PROFILE 2 Main Display L

Memory Detalls

ST RAM installed:

Total ST TPA memory available:
Free ST TPA memory available:
Largest ST TPA memory block:
Virtual memory installed:

Free virtual TPA memory available:
Largest virtual TPR memory block!
Displayed screen size!

Screen area memory:

System area memory:

Memory management unit (MMU) is protected:

Long stackfranme!
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The shareware utility Profile recognises Outside. Look at that - all of a sudden you've
got 30MByte of extra memory to play with. Bring on those TrueColour graphics!

[CD software. Your drive must be
formatted fully AHDI-compatible
in order to run Qutside, so
although the ICD driver is compat-
ible, the ICD format isn’t. You may
have to reformat with Atari’s
AHDI utilities, but you're free to
use the ICD driver again once
that’s done. If you're in any doubt
at all, check with 16/32 before

ordering.

Installing . .
Outside i as s, CONSidering the cost
pleascopying  of upgrading your
OUTSIDE.PRG P5 5Y

to your Auto
folder and run-
ning the separate
configuration

program. Here you can set how
much virtual RAM you want — up
to 512MByte, presuming you have
the drive space.

The program scans your par-

It's easy to modify programs to take
advantage of the virtual RAM with this
utility, which is supplied with Outside.

Falcon to 14MByte,
Outside is a bargain

titions and shows how much free
space you have on each, then you
choose the swap partition. Outside
can use any partition as virtual
RAM, without existing data being
lost. However, you can’t write to
that partition while Outside is run-
ning — a dialog box tells you the
drive is write-protected - so it's
best to use a dedicated partition
big enough for
your needs. If
you do use an
already-occu-
pied partition,
you can still
read files and
run programs
from it, and it
reverts back to normal if you boot
your machine without Outside.

Outside inside?

The virtual RAM acts as the
equivalent of the TT’s Fastram, so
almost all software should be able
to take advantage of it. An includ-
ed utility will modify a program’s
header so that it can run in virtual
RAM, or allocate any memory it
needs from there, or a combina-
tion of both.

We found running from ST
RAM and allocating RAM from
Outside worked very well with
every application we tried, includ-
ing Apex Media, Gem View, Papyrus
and Studio Photo. ImageCopy 3.5CD
would occasionally quit back to

| Lock progranm | ‘ Unlock nru'nrm |
0K || Cancel |

Lock cartridge |

The configuration program is explained
clearly, so you can't do any damage.

the Desktop for no apparent rea-
son, but worked well otherwise.

Any program you can think
of — especially graphics software
running in the Falcon’s TrueColour
mode — needs as much memory as
possible. By using Outside we were
able to edit massive 24-bit images
which would otherwise have
choked our 4MByte Falcon. It
wasn’t as slow as we had expect-
ed, and Outside is certainly much
faster than the swapfiles used by
Windows on the PC.

Considering the cost of
upgrading your Falcon to
14MByte, Outside is a bargain.
Even if you already have 14MByte
on board, the ability to go still
higher makes it worth looking at.

We found Outside almost
transparent in use, with no frus-
trating delays as memory was
swapped to disk. It might seem
expensive, but consider the cost of
the alternative. stf

FRANK CHARLTON

Outside 3.20

£69 16/32 Systems

= 01634 710788

Minimum system:
Falcon030/TT or ST with
PAK68 upgrade, hard drive,

2MByte RAM
HIGHS

B Much cheaper than the
real thing

B Facilitates serious use of
your Falcon

LOWS

B Requires fast hard drive
B Hassle if your drive is ICD
formatted

In short...

Make serious use of your
» B Falcon030 without spending

o

money on
RAM.

‘1
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SCREENPLAY B

Slario L
preview

Serious, thoughtful gaming makes

SCORE 000079

04 Q%33 T109 LAND 1=1
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Spinning coins rotate, tempting STario into a feeding frenzy. How to get those coins
beneath him, though? You certainly can't fit through that gap.

its excuses and leaves as Top Byte

Software prepares to release
a simplistic, fun platformer.

rawing heavily on the

influence of newer con-

sole games, Top Byte’s

latest platformer fol-
lows the adventures of a skilled
labourer on a treacherous journey
through a land strewn with
strange creatures and enormous
amounts of cash. The classic values
of ‘something to kill, something to
collect’ are in evidence as a cute
hero bounces around the screen.

STario Land’s fun lies in its

simplicity. You control a character
that can walk, run, jump and

The speed at which you can move makes
even the flattest, most featureless landscape
a challenge to navigate.

crouch to make
his way from
the left-hand
side of the
horizontally-
scrolling world
to the right, and
all you really have
to master is the way he
moves. The obstacles you
come across are either puzzles to
solve, scenery to climb or dexter-
ous manceuvres to make, but the
inclusion of a swarm of bad guys
who hurt you on contact turn
every piece of
colourful scenery
into a challenge.
Bad news
for violence fans
—you don’t have
to shoot any-
thing. Though
you can obtain
the ability to bounce thunderbolts
at the more unapproachable evils,
the majority of the slaying
involves jumping on your ene-
mies’ heads. The cash, of course,

WHERE DID IT COME FROM?

5 ar from pushing back ﬂ'lﬂ
.ﬁ;boundar[aa of home entertainment,
~ the consoles carved out their niche
- with a unique style of gaming,

headed by a tidal wave of new,

?'takabla game design has never

For mma raaann, ﬂals unmis-

made its way back to the comput-
er it started on - until now. STario
Land is a game designed with
speed and dexterity in mind.

=1 FORMATGIUNETLSSUE 7]

The linear nature
means you don’t have
to make big decisions
or navigate maps

only needs to be jumped
through.

[nitially the
movement of the
main character

may cause a

problem. You

can spot a
beginner a mile
away, sliding off
the end of a plat-
form or totally
misjudging a jump,
due not only to STario’s

two running speeds but also

to an seemingly unnecessary
amount of inertia. As you play,
though, you'll develop the fluidity
and timing that makes STario such
a joy to play, becoming smoother
and less awk-
ward as you get
used to the feel
of the game.
STario’s weight-
ing is about
right, the speed
matching the
parabola perfect-
ly (in other words, the character
doesn’t look like he’s swimming
when he jumps).

The emphasis in STario Land
is on enjoyment. The graphics con-
firm that this is a game with a
sense of humour, and the bad guys
go from the sublime to the plain
silly. From tortoises to typewriters
(I think), just about everything
imaginable roams the cheerfully
coloured landscape. The linear
nature of the game means you

SCORE 00001800 ©%05 OX00 ¥239 LAND 1e=i

It was at that moment that our eyes
met. Everything seemed to freeze as
the large green frog fell to earth =
before cracking his skull open.

LI
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stress that this game is sﬂ!l’lrr 4
development, and uses sprites that
will not appear in the final game,

for obvious legal reasons.

SCORE 00003800 ®x05 OX05 T179 LAND 1'1-

The yellow blocks hold goodies that can be
revealed by jumping into the block from
beneath, nudging that cash out.

don’t have to
make big deci-
sions, navigate
maps or get
lost - just get
to the right
any way you
can, and have
fun doing it.

Whatever it ends up looking
like, you can expect a reviewer
wibbling about traditional gaming
values in a few months. STario
Land is mindless, hassle-free,
simple fun, and I think you're
going to enjoy it a lot... stf

DAVE BARRINGTON

WHERE TO GO
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should cost £19.99 whan It's
released in a month's time.




BrenarvarieeR

Top Byte’s latest alien bloodfest gets

off to a disappointing start. Watch
that bullet spray... and then run.

renarvarious is an over-
head gauntlet-style game
that opens with you, the
hero, standing in the
middle of the network of corri-
dors, rooms and walkways that
makes up the Brenarvarious ship -
which is overrun with alien eggs.
That’s right folks, aliens.
Since the Ridley Scott trilogy made
its way into British cinemas, we’ve
seen no end of games involving
eggs, aliens and That Gun Noise.
Brenarvarious features sampled
sound, so your arsenal of bombs,
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There are three aliens on this screen, but you've only

got one bullet and one bomb. Fun, huh.

bullets and jumps have the atmos-
pheric noises they had in the film.
All too soon, however, you
arrive at the game’s first downside
— a complete lack of lasting
weaponry. Any game that gives
you infinite ammo is simply beg-
ging to be completed, but
Brenarvarious starts you éut with
one bullet and one bomb. Once
you've accounted for the inhabi-
tants of the first flick-scrolling
screen, you are reduced to running
around the map leaping over bad

guys and quickly losing energy,

wishing you had another
chance to hear That Gun
Noise (the large machine
gun, torpedo and
flamethrower combo from
Aliens) again.

~ And that, unfortu-

the game. Whether you can
explore far enough to find
extra ammo is up to you, but
if you do you'll be exploring
a dull, repetitive set of
screens and experiencing the
true meaning of the phrase

nately, is about all there is to .

GAME‘REVIEWS SCREENPLAY

' ‘bad game design’. For example,

you're not able to flick through
your weaponry, which is all

. stacked on to the fire button. You

move to bombs when your bullets
run out, finally ending up with a
jump, which is needed to cross the
chasms blocking your path. As
there’s no obvious way of using
the jump until you've run out of
ammo, starting with only one bul-
let works out in your favour.

So we're looking at a game
in which 90% of your time is spent
wandering around trying (without
success) to avoid aliens, the other
10% wondering why you’re both-
ering; why the floor is almost as
black as the lethal drop on either
side; why the power-ups seem to
do nﬂthing other than increase
your score; why the character’s
movement is so stunted; why you
have to stop and wait every time
an alien hatches; why said aliens
don’t do anything other than
make their way to you; why
there’s no ammo to kill them
with... and why the hell there’s an
optional editor, to create yet more

You'll often see screens like this
when you're playing the game.
They've nearly always got ‘Game
Over' scrawled across them, though.
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levels of the same old repetitive
mess. There are a lot more ques-
tions that need answering, but I

think you get the point. stf
DAVE BARRINGTON

Brenarvarious

£8.99, Editor £5.99,
£11.99 for both

Top Byte Software,

3 Salisbury Road,
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 2TY
Minimum system: 1NMByte,
colour screen

HIGHS

B James Matthews of Top
Byte is a really nice bloke

LOWS

M It's rubbish, frankly

In short...

A strange ‘massacre the
> M aliens’ title with very little in

S R E o

Another ‘line up the blocks’ game.
Sigh. Actually this one’s rather

playable, in a ‘line up the blocks’

sort of way...

Apparently, if you don’t keep the grid in good
condition the gods will fall to Earth as mor-
tals. Might as well take the day off, then...

essera 1s a

very clever
variant on the Tefris
theme. Ignoring the

obligatory banal plot involving the

gods, and names that wouldn't

look out of place in Roman legend,

your job is to plug the 81-piece
grid with coloured tiles and pre-
vent it from collapsing.

You have a limited number
of lives which are lost when you

push tiles off the grid into empty
space or fill empty holes that have
appeared due to wear and tear. To
make your task harder you can’t
place three tiles of the same colour
adjacent to each other without
them being destroyed. As the rest
of the grid shifts to compensate,
several explosions are possible,
undoing all your hard work in just
a few moments. The game is split
into stages, each of which involves

2~ placing a tray of 81 tiles on to

the grid. Depending on
your performance,
you can be
penalised or
rewarded at the end
of each stage.

What's so attractive about
Tessera is the way it manages to
weave some intricate elements
into the gameplay without losing
the game’s overall simplicity. The
graphics, although basic, are nice-
ly coloured and easy to follow,
and the sound effects are sparse
after the intro tune (which grates
after a while). While Tessera won'’t

redeeming
features.
become as recognisable a classic as
Tetris, it will prove to be a game
you'll find hard to put down. stf
NICK PEERS

lessera

£5.00 Dolphin Software
Group, 5 Dolphin Grove,
Norwich, NR2 4DZ
Minimum system: Colour
monitor, joystick

HIGHS

B Well constructed
B Maddeningly addictive
B Great value

LOWS

B No pause button
B Can become repetitive

In short...

Simple and well executed,
Tessera brings a breath of

Y

the puzzle
format.

W
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A AN\ AW - NE GAME REVIEW

Journey through time with the latest

incarnation of Pong on the Falcon.

TV tennis has entered a new era...

sk any computer
games veteran how the
industry started, and
they’ll enthuse for
hours about a game called Pong -
and rightly so. Pong was the first
arcade game, and way back then it
took the world by storm.

If you've never heard of it,
don’t worry. You've played it
before, but you know it as TV
tennis. Holland Game Design has
decided to bring the game into the
1990s with a souped-up Falcon
version called, for copyright rea-
sons, Ping 2000.

When Jeff Minter coded
Tempest 2000, he created a version
of his classic game that took full
advantage of the Jaguar’s presen-
tational abilities, but stuck closely
to the original game. This works
with Tempest, a fast and furious
shoot-"em-up that benefits from
the graphics, sound and speed of
the new format (plus a few new
features). Ping 2000 is based on the
most basic form of TV tennis -
what more can you add?

The dawn of time
According to HGD, “Ping 2000
will take you on a journey through
time, and show you that Ping has
been a basic element of existence.”
The game has been split over six
stages, from 20 million years BC
through the 16th century and on to
space wars in the future. This is
achieved with themed levels. The
basic game remains the same.
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Ping has an almost monumental feel to it. A series
of good stills sets the mood and pace for the rest
of this historical (in more ways than one) game.

Each level starts with a bat
on each side of the screen and a
ball being launched in the middle.
The old rules of computer tennis
apply and the ball bounces back
and forth across the screen from
bat to bat. You
control one while

the computer or  L11g 2000 is based on
the most basic form of
TV tennis — what more
can you add?

another player
controls the sec-
ond. If the ball
gets past your
bat and leaves

giving a fairly good
impression of the settings,
but these are superfluous
to the game. What we're
really interested in are the
extras a game like this
should contain.

With knobs on

To call Ping a pretty Pong clone
would be unfair. HGD has made
an effort to expand the game by
adding a series
of obstructions
to the court. The
ball bounces on
them, and
various other
moving objects,
resulting in ran-

the screen on

your side, your opponent has
scored a point against you, sap-
ping one of your three lives. When
you score a point you gain a life,
and your opponent loses one.

The immediate problem with
this is that it’s Pong. Although the
original game was undoubtedly
popular, today’s gamers expect
more for their money.
Despite being intriguing
(obviously born of a die-
hard Pong fan), the plot
has very little to do with
the game. The graphics
change on each level,

ST\ FORMAT JUNE |SSUE 71

dom changes of
direction. These obstacles detract
heavily from the skill aspect of
Pong, as any careful planning or
thought is completely blown
away by a rock floating randomly
across the ball’s path.

The other addition to Pong is
the power-up system. When the
ball hits a power-up, the last per-
son to touch the ball receives its
qualities. Power-ups can either
speed the bat up, slow it down,
award an extra life, alter the ball’s
speed, or simply win the match.

As a final touch, the court is
larger than the screen, smoothly
scrolling back and forth to
allow more complex shots and
longer duels before the ball
bounces back up the screen.

Was it worth it?

That’s the question on every-
one’s lips: do the additions
merit a completely new game?
The simple answer has to be,
unfortunately, no.

Having seen Arkanoid’s con-

Note the ‘clever’ use of the 0, enclosing the I. To be quite honest, that's one
of the bigger additions to the old Atari classic. Humbug.

........
O
= 3

tribution to breakout, Ping falls
short of the grade. The power-ups
could do a lot more than affect the
ball’s speed, and the obstacles
could do a lot more than bounce
the ball. Admittedly the game is
packed with a lot of pretty pictures
and original sprites, but graphics
do not a good game make.

In summary, this is quite a
good Pong clone, but the addition
of a few bland features and the
number 2000 don’t make it the
game of the century. If you're com-
pletely nuts about the original
(still?) you'll probably enjoy Ping,

but the rest of us will be disap-

pointed by this fairly bland bat
and ball game. stf

DAVE BARRINGTON

Ping 2000

£19.90 Merlin
= 01452 770133

. Minimum system: 4MByte
Falcon, 3MByte hard drive
space, colour monitor, joy-
stick or powerpad.

HIGHS

B Excellent presentation
M It's Pong!

LOWS
M It's just Pong

B And thus it’'s bland and
shallow

In short...

A good version of Pong, but
the unexciting additions to
the theme -

tend to get 60 7
in the way O



GAMES
FALCTRIS

AD.LIB PD
Falcon only

FALCTRIS IS A TETRIS CLONE
for the Falcon. All the expected
features are there, including a
nicely rendered backdrop and
sound effects to make you snarl
once the novelty has worn off. The
tiles themselves are nicely shaded,
but dark enough to be almost

REVIVAL

POWER PD, DISK PWR928
TOS 2.06 and Falcon
compatible with STOS fix

REVIVAL IS A COLLECTION OF
seven games rolled into one pro-
gram. All the games are simple
variants on popular pastimes such
as Pontoon, Snake, Tron, Noughts
and Crosses and a sliding puzzle
akin to Taguin from Cover Disk 68.
Each game is nicely, if a little
sparsely, presented but there’s no
real challenge in any of them. With
Noughts and Crosses, for example,

QUICK FLIP

LAPD, DISK L110

All STs and STEs, not Falcon
compatible

DUNCES CAP SOFTWARE ISN'T
the only puzzle specialist on the ST
scene. Nice Bytes Software has also
churned out a few puzzlers in its
time, and its games are as identifi-
able as Dave Cobbledick’s efforts.
Quick Flip is set on a four-by-
four grid. You score points by
moving the joystick in one of four

invisible at times.

Ultimately, though, Falctris is
Tetris. You either like it or hate it,
although it has to be said you can’t
watch someone playing it for very
long before you get itchy fingers. If
you’'ve got a Falcon, and you're
dying for a Tetris clone that suits
your machine’s enhanced graph-

ics, this is well worth a look.
STF RATING: 71%

once you work out how to win
you can defeat the computer every
time. The Hi-Lo card game has no
scoring system, so what's the
point? There’s also a really annoy-
ing tune that can’t be turned off,
forcing you to lunge for the
volume control.

All in all, this collection
would appeal mainly to younger
users. There are other, and better,
variants on all of the games
featured here that offer more for
experienced gamers.

STF RATING: 59%

QUICK FLIP ’

directions on one of the 16 tiles to
change its colour. All this is done
with the threat of killer (or unus-
able) squares cropping up, not to
mention a time limit.

[t might have helped if the
game had come with more read-
able instructions — watching them
scroll by in a pitifully small win-
dow is not my idea of a good time
(in the end I was forced to load the
program into Knife ST to read them
at my own pace). The screen itself
is nicely coloured, but far too con-
fusing and cluttered to be of any
real use. You'll find yourself won-

dering why you bothered.
- STF RATING: 40%

If you've seen one puzzie game from
Dunces Cap Software or Nice Bytes, you've
seen them all. Quick Flip is just one more

overcomplicated variant on an already
overworked theme.

Nick apologises, but there’s no Game of the
CLLOTL wonth award this month. Ah well, that' life.

SLORE"
Bola

LEVELS
B1

it's obvious that this

person has no idea how to
play Faletris. Yeah, okay, |
was having a bad day.
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A good value collection this, but none of the games in Revival stand out in any way.
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in recent issues.

I GAME

Pacman on Es 2/Tomtar
Conquest 2: The Viking Hordes
Aliens

Datachess 2

Serenade Menu v17

PD Pack Eight
Fruity/Match It

Noughts and Mad Crosses
Pothole 2

ST Vegas

Project Purify

Overscan Invaders

Max

Grand Prix Manager

Pop!

Lindemo and War
International Manager
Crazy Letters

Starburst

Mad

PD LIBRARY
Power PD
LAPD
STellar PD
Floppyshop
STellar PD
Chaos PD
Transp. Dreams
Power PD
Chaos PD
Who's PD
LAPD
Floppyshop
Power PD
Floppyshop
LAPD
Goodmans PD
LAPD

LAPD
Power PD
Chaos PD

PD ACTION ROUND-UP

Here’s a quick look back at the PD games we've covered

ISSUE
68
69
70
70
68
69
68
68
70
67
69
67
69
68
69
67
70
70
69
70

RATING
90%
87%
85%
85%
84%
82%
78%
76% [
75%
65%
63%
55%
55%
54%
51%
50%
49%
35%
20%
20%

ISSUE 71 JUBNE ST FORNMAT




CTHRTARA'/EB N PUBLIC DOMAINJ

M UTILITIES
FREEDOM 1.1

Batten down the hatches — here’s Nick with

Olce some more choice PD selections.

HENSA SOFTWARE ARCHIVES
Falcon compatible. Hard
drive, lots of memory and a
multi-tasking package
recommended

s Y =N

| T Freedon™ WIS

| File! b= FREEDOM
3

¥ CiY AUTD

CISUPERBT CLIPBRD : -
BLOMBOOT PRX |[_CPX
CRAZYSND TNF | DX
CRAZYSHD PRY | HINSTALL

THCOPY
apdbol

NOSYS
TMOCINFO TR | POMERNET

JPEGD  PRX | TEMP

28 Objects W ﬁ{;g 1
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GHOSTLINK

RIVERDENE PDL, DISK
UTL325

All Ataris with a null modem
connection

GHOSTLINK 1S A SUPERB

utility enabling you to network
your Atari to a PC. Your Atari acts
as the master and you can access

any of the PC’s drives, including a
CD-ROM drive.

FREEDOM IS THE

latest in a long line of
file-selectors for your
Atari, but the first to be
non-modal. This means
that other operations
aren’t automatically sus-
pended when you access
the file-selector, which makes
Freedom perfect for use with multi-
tasking operating systems such as
MagiC and Geneva.

Like BoxKite, this program
takes the excellent Selectric (91%,
STF 69) as its inspiration. Unlike
BoxKite, however, Freedom takes

Moving around your various directories is
a dream with Freedom, which almost, but
not quite, steals the crown of Selectric,
king of the file selectors.

One use might be to set up a
GEM partition on the PC’s hard
drive for you to store files. This
can save you money by enabling
you to use a PC hard drive for
both computers. Alternatively you
can use Ghostlink to read CD-ROM
disks from the PC, again saving
you the price of a CD-ROM drive.
If you're fortunate enough to own
a TT or Falcon you can connect up

MISCELLANEOUS

TOYS ON DISK

GL-PD, DISKS GL77A/GL778B
All Ataris, PCX file viewer
required

A STAGGERING 51 PCX
picture files are included on these
disks, all diagrams explaining how
to make paper toys for children.
PCX files are actually
designed for the PC. The best pro-
gram for loading, displaying and
printing them on your Atari is
PicSwitch 1.01, which conveniently
(Perhaps too conveniently for conspir-

acy theorists — Karen) featured on
STF 68’s Cover Disk.

Each picture consists of a
number of elements which make
up a toy. All you need to do is fol-
low the printed instructions and
cut out the elements as shown
before folding and linking them
together. A number of hints and
tips are included in the accompa-
nying documentation to help you
get the best results from your par-
ticular brand of printer.

The pictures themselves are

ST FORMAT JUNMNE ES5SUE 71

the best of Selectric and
adds a whole lot more to
boot. One of its most
attractive features is the
ease with which you
can move around differ-
s ent folders on different
¥ drives. Clicking on the rele-
vant section of the path name
above the file-selector enables you
to move directly between different
folders without having to return to
a higher directory first.

When you enter a folder you
can mask any or all of the files by
clicking on the *.*. Rather than
display a preset list of extenders,
the program limits itself to dis-
playing all of those represented in
the current folder, making it easier

to three PCs via different ports!
There are a few glitches in
this beta version of the program,
but the author hopes to develop
support for MIDI and parallel
ports, which should speed the
transfer process up and make it
possible for the Atari to act as a
slave, enabling the PC to access its
ports and drives (this would be
most useful in MIDI applications).

of excellent quality and should
provide an entertaining way to
prevent your children (Or disk
editors — Karen) from getting bored
and running amok on a wet after-
noon. Highly recommended, and
buying the full versions of each
toy set seems like a very worth-
while investment.

STF RATING: 86%

Ah, a cheap way to buy presents for little
sisters, cousins and god-daughters, which
means more CDs for yours truly! (Thwack!

- irate mother. Ouch! - Nick)

to get to the files you want.

[t should be stressed that this
is only a demo of the full version.
There are a number of annoying
restrictions which should encour-
age registrations, including the
fact that you can’t give filenames
extensions or even see how big
various files are (unless you high-
light them first). But considering
the effort that’s gone into this
finely-honed piece of craftsman-
ship, the authors deserve fame,
riches and encouragement to keep
going. While it isn't really suitable
for those of you with limited
memory and no hard drive, it is
one more good reason for upgrad-
ing your machine. Marvellous.

STF RATING: 90%

He also hopes to produce a ver-
sion enabling you to link two
Ataris together, which means your
old STEM might have a use yet!

~ Aside from the bugs, the idea
is a sound one, and will save you
money if you have two machines.

It could also be seen as an inex-

pensive alternative to Janus, the
hardware ST emulator for PCs.

STF RATING: 80%
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SIDE 2 OF THE BARN

VHEN YOLl DRDER MY FRRM TOY SET YOU WILL RECEIVE TwO SIJES OF

BARNS, YOU ALSD WILL RECEIVE A FARMHMODUSE, COWS. HORSES.

CHICKENS, PIGS, GOATS, SHEEF. CATS. DOGS. DUCKS GREAT GARDENS,
FENCES AND SO WUCH MORE.S1 PAGES OF FUN ' READ THE DOC
FILES OM THIS DISK. FOR MORE DETAILS.
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MYSTIC MICK’S LUCKY LOTTERY NUMBER PICKER

TRANSPARENT DREAMS PDL
All STs and STEs, not Falcon
compatible

LOTTERY PROGRAMS HAVE
proved more popular than any
other type of PD or Cover Disk
submission in the past few months
— proving how easy it is to write
them. All you need is to produce
five (Six, I believe — Mary) random
numbers and then bolt on a
groovy user interface. Even [ could
do it, and if the market wasn’t
already flooded I probably would.
This one is a little more inter-
esting in that the numbers are gen-
erated depending on how you

ART

answer a number of questions —
however, answering them in the
same way each time produces
identical results. Once done,
you're given the option to print
your selection or return to the
beginning of the program, via a
digitised pic of the author and a
rendition of Cliff’s majestical hit
The Young Ones, courtesy of (wait
for it) The Young Ones. Fun, but
like all lottery programs, only
entertaining for a few minutes.

STF RATING: 60%

Hmm, whether Mystic Mick will bring you
riches is irrelevant when he looks like this.
Time to run screaming in the opposite
direction, methinks...

SPEED OF LIGHT 3.7B

AD.LIB PD (or next month’s
Cover Disk)
All STs, Falcon compatible

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT
Speed of Light had reached its peak,
along comes Stuart Denman with

an update that knocks the
socks off its predecessor.
Version 3.7 enables you Q-
to run, display and "f
dither graphic files in ¥
any ST resolution. This
means those of you with
monochrome moni-
tors can now see what

the fuss is about.

Speed of Light is a GIF
and JPEG file viewer. Clever
use of rapid palette switching
enables you to view 256-
colour pictures on your hum-
ble ST with only the slightest
hint of a flicker. If you want
to display GIFs in the ST's
two, four or 16-colour palette
(depending on resolution),
you can mncorporate a num-
ber of dithering options
which shade the image with
dots to compensate for the

With Speed of Light 3.7B, 256-
colour GIF or JPEG files can be
viewed on a 16-colour ST with just
the slightest flicker. Look out for it
on next month’s Cover Disk.

Sl

can get excellent results
s ‘z‘ even from a mono-
I chrome monitor.
%\ FORMAT ‘17
.S’
OW 'aé although a host of new

lack of colours available to
you. Subsequently you

The customary
restrictions remain —

dither options have been incor-
porated into 3.7, you'll need to
register in order to access most of
them. Speed of Light has always
been an excellent example of
shareware in opera-

future updates). On top of this are
other features, such as image scal-
ing, filtering and warping,
enabling you to alter the way your
picture is displayed on-screen.
Speed of Light does nothing
but improve with each update,
and this latest version is no excep-
tion. If you can’t be bothered to get
hold of it from Ad.Lib, wait a
month — it is going to be on next

month’s Cover Disk.
STF RATING: 93%
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GRAFIX PD DEMO

POWER PD
All STs, Falcon compatible

SILLY SOFTWARE, AUTHOR
and now publisher of Grafix, the
art tutorial program (featured as a
demo on Cover Disk 65) return
with a brand new demo of this
eagerly-awaited tutorial for the
artistically challenged.

This version does more than
just concentrate on heads: tutorials
on perspective, colour, landscape
and animation are now included.
Even the section on basic heads

has been thoroughly updated since
Cover Disk 65. It seems Silly
Software has got a potential hit on
its hands.

Each screen is informative
and gives you step-by-step instruc-
tions to help you produce the best
effects. You can also watch some
simple, but remarkably effective,
animation sequences.

Grafix has been designed to
help any budding artist, not just
those perplexed by the intricacies
of Pablo Paint from last month’s
Cover Disk. The quality of the pic-

tures is excellent.
Grafix appears to be

PERSPECTIVE

doing its job -
teaching the likes of
you and I the basics
of art — effectively.

STF RATING: 84%

YRl sHai4a
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it's been a long time
coming, but the full
version of Grafix is
imminent, and at | | /
£19.95 for three disks |-
it's looking damn good
value for money too.
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DISK MAGS

NOVADISK, ISSUE 6

D £2+SAE from NOVADISK,
91 Elm Tree Avenue, Kilburn,
Belper, Derby, DE56 ONN.
Not Falcon or TOS 2.06

tent, and NovaD1isk
doesn’t disappoint,
proving that it’s
maturing well as the

compatible issues fly by. Opening
with a superb commen-
THE LATEST ISSUE OF THE tary on the recent

Generations convention in
London, including a well-crafted
synopsis of who said what and
when, the magazine goes from
strength to strength. It also con-
tains interviews with various cast
members (including Patrick
Stewart and Marina Sirtis), plus
other features such as news, stories

latest Star Trek diskmag arrives
complete with a new text display
interface which, while not as
flashy as Warp's (92%, STF 70) is
perfectly clear and readable.

As with all E’!

magazines, disk or

otherwise, the litmus
test comes with con- =

I - el L UL el

Even the most
objective
Trekhead

can't fail to
be impressed
with the
quality of

*" NovaDisk. Buy

it, or even better,
subscribe.
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and technical details (including a
starship directory and Klingon lan-
guage tutorial).

Once you've read the text
files, you can access the seven pic-
tures. The Generations pictures are

all in Spectrum 512-colours and
are of excellent quality, and the
Voyager pictures are nicely drawn.
Trekkies and budding disk maga-
zine producers should check it out.

STF RATING: 92%

PANTHER OWNERS GROUP ISSUE 7

PANTHER OWNERS GROUP,
26 Whitley Crescent, Wigan,
Lancs, WN1 2PP.

1MByte required. Diskzine not
TOS 2.06 or Falcon
compatible

IF YOU'RE A BIG FRONTIER FAN
you'll be interested in Panther
Owners Group, the periodical disk
magazine that keeps Frontier fans
in touch with each other.

This reviewer isn’t easily
swayed, but the editor
gets off to a nice start
with a quotation from
those giants of rock,
Queen. However the rest
of the disk’s magazine
section is a bit of a let-
down. Ignoring the out-
dated interface, there’s

It seems that scouring the
universe brings with it some
lovely scenic shots. And you
forgot to bring extra film
with you...

SCTUAL 1QQ .0

NO LIMIT CODING

FLOPPYSHOP, DISK DEM 4413
1MByte STE or Falcon
required

ting his funky stuff in front of a
backdrop reminiscent of The Word.
Okay, so it’s a series of looped ani-
mations, but they’ve been cleverly
mixed to hide the fact.

The demo itself goes on for
some time, combining the shadow
dancer with several rotating
shapes. There’s a drum pad, a
clock and even a pulsating cube in
there somewhere. The longer the
demo goes on, the more frenetic it
gets, but despite the fact
that it’s the same images
being repeated the show
doesn’t get that boring.
Well worth five minutes.

STF RATING: 75%

THIS DEMO IS QUITE A GOOD
one, all things considered (the
main thing being that I hate tech-
no). The music is always forget-
table, unless you like that sort of
thing, but there’s some excellent
animated images, not least of
which is the shadow dancer strut-

Oh heck, yet another shadow

| don't suppose anyone has a
demo of someone headbanging
to heavy metal, do they?

m =1 "FORMAT JUNE ISSUE 71

very little there: some letters and a
couple of stories padding out what
turns out to be a very lightweight
section overall.

Thankfully POG is more than
just a disk magazine. It also
includes a number of saved games

from readers to help users explore
the massive universe of Frontier:
Elite I1. On the whole though, this
doesn’t match up to other
diskzines as there’s little in the
way of content or presentation.

STF RATING: 66%

dancer grooving away to techno.

PD CHOICE ROUND-UP |

Missed a back issue? Want to know when we reviewed a
particular piece of PD? Then look no further than this
definitive guide to PD reviews over the past four issues.

TITLE PD LIBRARY TYPE ISSUE RATING
Warp Issue One Keefy's PD Diskmag 70 92%
Selectric 1.10E Ad-Lib Utility 69 91%
Speed of Light v3.5 Floppyshop Art 67 90%
Autowaschen Verboten Floppyshop Falcon 70 90%
Falcon Utilities Floppyshop Falcon 68 89%
Clip Art Collection Floppyshop Art 67 88%
Third Dimension 10 Floppyshop Diskmag 69 85%
Oh no!! More Froggies Floppyshop Demo 67 83%
525 v2 Ad-Lib _ Utility 69 83%
STellar Diskzine 14 Stellar PD Diskmag 69 83%
Compact Office

Management System Chaos PD Utility 69 81%
Modest Ad-Lib PD Music - 68 80%
BoxKite FaST Club Utility 69 80%
Cycdelic Knockout Demo Floppyshop Falcon 67 79%
Chinese Horoscope/l Ching Goodmans PD Misc. 68 79%
Calamus Font Utilities Locutus PDL Utility 70 79%
Lexicon LAPD Misc. 70 79%
Ozbornz Modules 3 Transp. Dreams Music 68 78%
The PD Collection Transp. Dreams Utility 67 76%
RAE Tutor Floppyshop Misc. 68 76%
JPEG Pictures Floppyshop Falcon 67 75%
Visual lllusions LAPD Misc. 69 75%
Strange Circumstance Floppyshop Falcon 70 75%
Psion-ST Transfer Software Goodmans PD  Utility 67 71%
Even More Falcon Utilities  Floppyshop Falcon 68 71%
Archivers Goodmans PD  Utility 67 70%
Clipart Disks STellar Art 70 70/61%
Intro Maker v1.5 Floppyshop Utility 67 68%
Big Top Type Floppyshop Education 67 67%
Text Help Files and Utilities Merlin Utility 69 66%
Magnet 9/Gullbach Floppyshop Falcon 68 65%
STellar Module Collections STellar PD Music 70 65/50%
Lottery and Pools Predictors Power PD Misc. 70 62%
Falcon MOD Files Floppyshop Falcon 67 61%
Soccer Kid Music Demo AGPD Music 70 59%
Trannies 1 Transp. Dreams Diskmag 69 54%
UFOlogy STellar PD Misc. 68 38%
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~ MISCELLANEOUS |
~ |L115  DEMON Ii: Super fantasy adventure game with an overhead view. (IMb £3.00) | L103  LEXICON: Ideal program for word gome fanatics. Solve crosswords, anagrams efc {£3.00) I[
| ARCADE ~ |L98  WORLD AT WAR: Economic/military stralegy world war game (£3.00) ~ |M.155 ROUTE FINDER: Route finding program for England, Wales and Scofland. |

816,395 DYNABUSTER: Bomb laving and dodging arcade game (STE, 1Mb). - |L114  TIME MACHINE: Travel through time fo save the Eurrh.lﬂvm 100 locations :E3.ﬂ:ﬂ]. - |M161  THE GARDENER: A special database for gardening enthusiasts. [

mo laying and dodging gome | I ~ {1112 CRAGHAVEN: High odventure in o fanlasy world (£2.50)(£25 prize for first complefe solutionl] | = IM.176 FUCHSIAS DATABASE: A specialist datobase for the fuchsia grower. t
|G.393  GRAND PRIX CHAMPION: Compete os a driver in the Formula One championship. | = 11116  STREETS: Driva the sireets, blast the hoodlums, collect the diamonds! (£3.00) | |M.175 FISHERMANS DATABASE: The ultimate record program for the keen angler. {
: : Sy ~ |L105 CONQUEST l: Bigger, better sequel to the best PD God game (IMb, £3.00) £ IM 19  AIR WARRIOR: Flight sim with World War Il aircraft.

k B89 ADAYE MUNSIE GANES. 9 gomes o e masker peoganendf, iciking frogask [ o) [.104  WAR OVER THE REICH: Take over the Brilish Bomber Command in WWII {£3.00) | .17  ADDRESS BOOK: Neat and easy to use database for nome and oddresses (£2.50) |f
G.355 WING LORD: Aerial duelling game in the style of the classic Joust'. ~ [L69  BIOHAZARD: FULL version of the scii 'Dungeonmaster' clone [1Mb £3.00) ~ {L18  CIRCUIT: Easy to use electrical circuit diogram producing program (£2.50) |
G380 STARBALL: Pinball by the best PD be ST  |L22  GRAND PRIXMANAGER: Grand Prix management sim. Employ drivers, mechanics, | = S1\M 93 STITCH MATRIX: Pattern making program for kniffing machines. [

i o S e Demea > o efc, fest cars, then roce in o full grond prix seasonl (£2.50) ~ |M111 NORTHERN & EQUATORIAL STAR ATLAS: Superb serous astonomy program S/W |
G.381 MAX: Help Max find his girlfriend. A 'cute’ arcade platform game {1Mb) e L.87 EI]E};M 5‘.:-%; {f }EE];;II;]I'M eat Crlet ot supaei blastng action loecer L1 for ~ |[M77  THE BIBLE: King James Authorised version. 3 disks (£4.50) I
| _ : . s YESSON] vl - |M76  FORMFINDER: Proven horse race analysis and prediction progrom. t
G333 SUPER PSYCHO KART: High speed platform gome o rescue piglets (1Mb) L.79 . DARKLYTE li: Sequel to the highly-rated Space iumdil;lypa game {1Mb £2.50) = MB1  NEWSDISK: Construct your own newsletters and magazine disks. l
16316 HMEC 2: The ullimate Pac:Man? (1Mb STE or Fakon) - had ﬂﬁfﬁiﬁiﬁ:ﬁgf{; EXPRESS: Murder solving game sel on an ~ |M100  GERMAN TRANSIATORS: Thres progromsfo randhao German fext o English |
: ' : ~ IM98  FILOFACT: Electronic filofax - diary, calendar, clarms, addresses,etc

§1G.286 ROCKFALL - SPECIAL EDITION: Tunnelling/diamond collecting puzzle game - {L.21  DEAD OR ALIVE...2: Large, complex and challenging text adventure [£3.00) | M26  GENEALOGY: 2 programs for Ii'ir:fumiiy s B o t

- |L97  STONE COLD SOBER: An adventure game with graphics (£4.00 e | , x;
G.281 PSYCHO PIG: Platform shoot'em up with Rombo-esque pig. (2 disks/ £3.00) ~li84  WORD WIZARD: Word nuzzle :}magﬂwiﬂw & ?nh[i f Eﬂ'tffl‘ﬂ Fmr]n M3 YOUR SECOND ATARI ST MANUAL: Text files to supplement the official manual. |
; ge ! : Rl 9@ ~ IM.17  WORD PUZZLE: Stuck with word games? Then this disk may help. |
G279  OPERATION GARFEELD: Fronfic ‘Operafion Wolf* type shootem up oction. (STE} | e Oy (54 00 ~ [M30  EXTRA WORD LIST: 70,000 extra words fo use with disk M17. |
~ |L101  DUNCES CAP #1: Four super puzzle games: Outrageous Fortune, S ks ek g !-
G.250 CYBERNETICS: Good, challenging ‘Defender’ type arcade game. Marchmaker. Frame of Mind tnd Crywogram (£3,00) RS Galhl 2o Cocuie Pﬂsmﬂﬂ planets, cusps and zodicc for asfrology. r

- {L110  QUICKFUP by Nice Bytes. Mind -bending tile lipping game (£3.00)

, PILE UP: T ions of the Tetris arcade game. - L1710 QUICKFLIP by Nice Bytes. Mind -bending file ipping game (x3.0U0) = R e
R0 T TREPAE LT Yery oo versicns 2 g ~ |L66  HEARTBREAK: Highly addictive and challenging arcade puzzle game. (£3.00) H OLI.YWOO D HU S.n. ER g
G.171  HACMAN II: 1 megabyte version of Pacman, 100 new levels| 131 THE CURSE OF AZRIEL: Fantasy trading/adventure game (2 disks £4.00) _

: ; e L L60  CONQUEST: A God game in the style of Populous (£3.00) S
1G.221 GRAV 2: Follow up to highly praised 'Oids' type rotate and thrust arcade game. | S1s8  NICE BYTES #1: Gridword, a word gome & Rega, a file Hipping gome (£2.50) gl The first live action pDkEf game on any pluﬂ:orml
1G.110  LLAMATRON: 100 levels of fost arcade oction with wicked sound FX. LS50 DEMON: Fantasy game with 3D view, monsters, magic, teleports, traps, secret O?ET 1Mb of interactive samp led giPQQCh and FX.
| i wolls: ek tgg DD] = The closest thinq to mieruciwe video on the ST!
£ 1G.150 COLUMNS: An impressive relafive of the Tetris fumbling block game {1Mb). ; “a faithful poker simulation - rated 75%" - ST FORMAT 69
1G.201  BLATI: Tetris style three in a row, falling blocks with many added features. =] £24 95
FANTASY/ROLE PLAY I- BU.119 FOOTBALL TACTICIAN 1: The original £19.95 Premier League version of Tt e Tt ) S 3
BT, the soccer management gamel B
G351 TOWERS: Firstperson view role playing fantasy odventure game [2 disks/£3.00) | |BU.111 INTERNATIONAL CRICKET ll: Animated 3D game {1Mb) S EDUCATFONAI.
- [BU.50 SPACE INVADERS: Classic arcade action by Rober! Leong
| : - : ~ {BU.B? HORSE RACING SIM: Quality sim from the sale ring to the track Ssx| . . Alphabet, Maths Test, NumericolGoRou umber Moze
JS i TG foaiusy adimaniie et o pysthec dov, |BU.30  QUEST FOR GALAXIA: The “Galoxions” return o your ST ~ |M.37 KIDZDISK #1 Colouring book, Spell Pic, Word Pic and Flash Cord
1G.343  BLUDGEON: Sclo fantasy adventure using the Bludgeon combat system. ~ |BU.70 PACMAN ST: The definitive version by Robert Laung ~ |M. 42 KIDZ DISK #2: Dot to Dot, Keyboard Capers & Malching
- |BU.71  DARK WARS: Role playing adventure with a 3D view - |M. 67 BODY SHOP: Graphic quiztype human anatomy futor

|G.288  DARKLYTE: 'Space Crusade' type droids wargame
|G.262  ALENSI Space Marines v Aliens strategy combat game.

—
=
e e

= |M104 SOLAR SYSTEM GEOGRAPHY: Effects of the sun & moon on lides, seasons, eic :
. |M. 16 KIDZ COMPILATION: Kid Groph, Grid, Music, Notes, Piano, Publisher, sketch
and story.. ail on one diskl
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1G.115  MYSTIC WELL: Complete Dungeonmaster style adventure game. - [S. 4 YAMAHA PSS: Paich editor and facility to print tablature music "r M. 31  SHIPWRECK: Save the stricken mariner by answering maths questions.
|PUZZLE  |5.144  EKSEQ 1: A 100 track, 240ppqgn sequencer with many features ~ |PRO.27 EARLY LEARNING MATHS 2: by Philip Rankin for 912 years
- - 15.145  OPTRONIX MUZAK: Rip and play music from other programs - |L. 01 ROBOT MATHS: Maths Tutor for children aged 6+ (£2.95)
|G.387  SPACESWEEPER: A challenging 'Minesweeper' game in three dimensions| ~Is. 8  NOISETRACKER: Soundtracker .MOD player with eight starter tunes ~ |L 02 MOON LETTERS: Spelling game for ages 5+ (£2.95)
11G.315  SKULLS: Addictive up fo dole reworking of Landmines/Minefeld (1Mb STE] ~|S. 70 MAD MAX CHIP MUSIC: 35 pieces of sound chip music from Mad Mox. L 0 RGEOTICRDS: bagman In dmocentonmolt 2
~{S. 7 ACCOMPANIAST: 16 Yoice Henry Cosh sequencer (full instructions on disk] ~ |L 08 ALl BLOCKED UP: Mathematical puzzles for the young (£2.95)
& |G.306  LOGIC PROBLEMS I: Three more logic problems from Ben Weston 5. 19  ALCHIMIE JR: Impressive Swiss multi window, multitask sequencer {1Mb) - |L 10 DROP DOWN WORDS: Spelling/memory game for youngsters (€2.95)

L 12 MATHS FUN: Maths for children 4 to 7 years. (£2.95)
M. 20 G.C.S.E. STUDY AIDS: Help with Algebra, Trigonometry and Geometry
- |M. 1 PLANETARIUM: Excellent, easy to use, astronomy program

1G.311  JIGSAW: A computerised jigsaw puzzle {1 Mb)

o TR e B R T SRR e D R T g

L

1G.280 COLOUR CLASH: Adventure/Maze game with puzzles by Animalsoft

S : 2 M.153 WORLD WAR Il: Home front study pack for Sec. school work (3 disks £4.50)
G.269 QUIZMASTER: Multichoice answer general knowledge quiz (STE). S0p.44  GFABASIC V2: Full version of language with htoriol & compilerl M. 7  HISTORY FILE: Investigate a historical murder in Scotland (3 disks £4.50)
| COVENTURE 25 (N.B this disk is not PD - LA.P.D., have permission to distribute if) ﬂ \ ?i Eﬁ;gi;;ff?m:“k:m"g“h:;h”"ﬁ? assassination (3 disks £4.50)
: : ; : | , : _ M : French language tutor programs
G.394 THE SECRET PARK: A text adventure with graphics for children. L6B  SPRITE WORKS: New commands for gomes writers using GFA Y3+ (2 disks/£7.00) ::_:_ M. 101 ROMAN MYSTERY: Teaching programs on Roman fimes. (3 disks £4.50)
G.356 ENDURANCE: A futuristic 'virtual reality’ adventure. DSP.1  SOZOBON C: A complete C compiler with documentation '_-} M123 C.LA. WORLD FACTBOOK: Facts and figures on countries. (4 disks £6.00)
i - |P.24  MENU-MAKER: Make your own menus with music, sprite and scrolling message - W22 HOMEWORK: A word pmcassw ﬁ::r the }fmmgﬂr user.
8 1G.321 | N: Graphi in the of Sierra Ondine (2 disks/£3.00 e — :
g (G921 INVESTIGATION: Grophic ocventure inthe syl of Sieta Onfine (2 ciss/S3:001 {8815 33 7 SPECTRUM EMULATOR: Emole the old Speccy on your ST/STE (1M e - s o
G.140 A NIGHT ON THE TOWN: An adventure with the opportunity fo meet the girl of your q' P.19  GFA EXPERT: Massive fext file and help routines for GFA-basic 3.0 = TR Money saving ditéclory of UK BBS's (£5.00)
dreams and ...well, the rest is up to you. b= P16 C ‘E'DMEE TOOLKIT: Write p‘ﬂ-fmmu? quuh?f adventures in C. C.22 TEDDYTERM: A superb multi-function communications program

C.7  YANTERM V4; Excellent multi-function comms program
M.138 MORSE CODE TUTOR: Practise and perfect your skills
C.24 GFF-I.EHE READERS: Four r.::FHlna rm::d&r prﬂgrums

1G.222  GRANDAD AND THE QUEST...3D graphics adventure by lan Scott. Shareware {1Mb)

§ 1G.303  GRANDAD AND THE SEARCH FOR THE SANDWICHES: Graphic adventure

Mb 2 disks/£3.00) U. 67 ST TOOLS: An exhaustive collection of Atari ST utilities T e R - S T e :
IMb 2 disks/£3. : Sns e Ny :
i | ~ {U.53  TERADESK V1.36: Replacement desktop for the ST/STE {1Mb) e e BUDGE]‘ PR[CE DISKS om_f £] oo Euchl
G.167  SUSAN: An odult adventure [over 18's only) : U.20  FASTCOPY 3: Excellent disk copier fo dicke SRS
| b RSl CIO% oS D8 SRSl ~ |B.45  FIGHTING SAIL: Naval Batfles  B. 51 COLOSSAL CAVE: Original adventure
| C.91  QUEST FOR THE HOLY GRAIL: Pythonesque madcap humour. ~ {U. 48  PREMIER PACKERS: 13 of the best program packers, plus a de-packer ¥ ﬂ B.39  ASTERCIDS: A loving restoration B.15 ROLL N NUDGE: Fruit Machine
= 16202 UNNKULIAN UNDERWORLD: Highly rated large scale fext fantasy adventure. | {u. - Repl it Al d o | |B-20  HACMAN: Pacmen action B. 36 8 BALL POOL: bar game simulation
= ghly g sy U.62 MENUHACKER: Replace a picture in almost any menu/demo/game/in 1827 ROGGY:Theorcadeclassic  B.50 STAR TREK: Sove the Federafon
| |JMRATECY & OTH $alU- 42 PICTURE RUNIER: Rips piclure screans from other programs e S e S R T e e
1G.131  STAR TREK - THE GAME: Defeat the Klingon threat to the galaxy {1Mb) U. 66  BEFORE DAWN: Animated screen saver that will use your own animations __ M - ' &

- |U.47  PROBE ST: Handy utility. Grabs music/graphics, disk/memory editor, etc

18 |G.386  STAR TREK - KUNGON WARS: A Starship Enterprise batfle simulation (1Mb)
|U52  VAULT & TURTLE: Fast hard disk backup utlities.

B | G390 INTERNATIOMNAL MANAGER: European Nations/World Cup manogement game.

| Asaleading P.D. library for the Atari ST and Falcon computers we are always seekingto |
: | maintain a cotalogue of the very bast and newest titles around. If you wish to get maximum |
S s e S distribution for your work either as PD, Shareware or Licenseware then please send us o
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1G.391  ANCIENT GAME OF GO: Two computer versions of the Criental game (Gnugo, Amigo) gy A WW i clb-u'm i mpmd G Enqwm
1G.344 CHESS-MATE: A chess/draughts game analysis tool | e s S S RO e
6.332 CAESAR: Sialegy game set around the Meditrranean in 200BC (S/W) [ |A- 99 MINPICS Il (1Mj: All esoton ictre converer on coclogur - F R EE CA TAI.OGUE
G.330 GNU CHESS: French chess playing program for all levels. - (0 AUIONTERECER “Mh}r{:mm fr i g Phinsd oo | For a FREE copy of our latest, user friendly cumiﬂ%ua disk |
= 1G.388 STRATAGEM: Two player strategy world war game |2 disks/£3.00) ~ |A98  STEREOGRAM ANIMATIONS: Now see ‘Magic Eye' pictures movel wrelllsend you one b}' return CDmp|EIE Tt
£ |G.329 PEGASUS: Space strategy gome. Seek out and colonise planets [IMb, 2 disks £3.00) | |A36  KOZMIC 4: Complete version of the stunning psychedelic pattern creator. — | IY l:i selection of qcl.l.lﬂhl'}!'”FD : .
S : Al ANI 5T: Commercial quality animation program [once cost £60.00 o buyl) | Alternatively send us £1.00 and we'll send you the same
G.287 THE COARSE ANGLER: Angling simulation game (1Mb) et
_. s . ~ |AB4  GEMVIEW: Load, view, convert just about any picture format {1Mb) Cﬂiﬂbﬂua EE:I ﬁ[’gfe g;gg f::t": 5{%; ;iﬂe of our
G.237 CHAQS: Madcap gome of battling wizards by Martin Brownlow [1Mb or .5Mb) A79  FRACTALENGINE 2.1: Maliunclional fractol image generaor -. : .. P o j‘r
1G.324 IMPERIAL CONQUEST: Complex ancient Mediterranean game of conquest {S/W) =l 71 ARTIST FREEHAND: Excellent art package, multiple screens, (£3.00) e lu 1‘ 1 - Amc UE
B - il ARt oD i St Now available, listing hundreds of PD/Shareware/
i 613?5 SUC{:EE MGEMENT A Cﬂlﬂp!ﬁ}l{ SiI’ﬂUF{Iﬁﬂﬂ l:l]r sOCcar mm]gﬂmﬂl'lt ESM - A : mo versipn & excelient man arl program sl LlﬂEﬂCBWﬂI'E “HES {jni}, inciudlnﬂ F‘,&F or Sﬂp
- |A75  POLYFILM by Martin Brownlow. Make films from multiple 3D polygon objects if ordered with disks Fl&u&e state if Fal
- MAZE: r : you have a Falcon.
# G217 THE +:3D advenfute game loosely based on ‘The Crystal Maze - [Add4  FANTASY SUDESHOW: Spectrum 512 pictures on fanfasy theme [over 14's only] pa Please make all chgqugs /pg.stgi S
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You can't ride the
waves on the
Information Y
Superhighway '
without a modem.
Frank Charlton
takes a look at the
latest ultra-fast
technology.

Feel the need for speed? There's
some serious hardware here.

the obvious answer. The benefits
include electronic mail to over 25
million people all across the globe,
easy access to millions of files and
instant information on any subject
imaginable. Furthermore, all this

ou can’t open a newspa-
per or switch on the tele-
vision these days with-
out the Internet being
shoved in your face. Comms
enthusiasts, previously lumped in
the same category
as trainspotters, are
finally in fashion.

One of the
positive side effects
of this sudden hip-
ness is that
modems are
becoming more
advanced, easier to
use and cheaper.
Only a few years
ago you needed a
second mortgage
for a slow 2400
modem. Now we
have little black boxes capable of
shifting data down the telephone
line at ten times that speed — and
they cost less.

Hello World...

So what can you do with a
modem? Well, explore the Net is

I SIFHH File Edit MNisc MWindow Preferences

3 F:\COMMS\STFRX_Z\RECV\MARB3881,J81

nr TEFFTET - weritars snd Purmourists. A
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STraight FAX 2 is the best fax software you can get — and,
no, it won't really do this to your Mona Lisas.

costs you little more than the price
of a local phone call.

There are also Bulletin
Boards - friendly places where you
can meet up with like-minded ST
users to swap hints and tips, get
help and just generally make
friends. They are free apart from

the phone call, and a fantas-
tic way of keeping in touch
BABT APPROVAL with the ST scene.

You've also got fax
capability. Even with so
many businesses and indi-
viduals connected to the
Internet, fax is still the most
widely-used method of busi-
ness communication. With
the addition of software like
STraight FAX 2 (from 1st
Computers, = 0113 231
9444), all the modems
reviewed can act as a fax
machine. Applications like

ﬂ.-#:_?l

_-_Eagainst lha taw to connbdt itto tha phnne
system. Apart from the Supra 288, all the
fax modems we're looking at over the page

are BABT-approved. |
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Calamus and

modems are

Papyrus enable  Fagy access to millions appearing ona
you to produce , : weekly basis.
brofessional-  Of files and instant Over the
looking fax information on any page we scruti-

documents - or
amusingly indi-
vidual ones.
Owning a
modem can be great fun, and can
beef up your productivity if you
use your ST seriously. Making the
purchase can be a little daunting
though, with so many standards,
speeds and models to choose from.
The latest standard to emerge
is V.34, which delivers data at
28,800 bits per second (bps). This is
probably the fastest conventional
phone lines will ever manage. It’s .
still fairly new, and V.34-capable

V.WHAT?

V.22bis: 2400bps. Once state-of-

the-art, now outdated. Buy a cheap

second-hand one if you must, to
see if comms is your thing.

subject imaginable

nise five ultra-
fast fax modems
to use with your
ST, Falcon or TT.
[f you're a Falcon or TT owner you
can plug in and go. The standard
ST’s serial port is only capable of
19,200bps though, so you need to
make some hardware modifica-
tions to get the best from the new
breed of modems. It’s cheap and
easy to do, and we're showing you
how on pages 46-47. The modifica-
tion will improve the efficiency of
a 14,400 modem too, especially
with uncompressed files.

e e [ .“n 00 fpn. Tha businﬁsn i
~ as fast as conventional analog |

~ phonelines can realistically go. As
~yet only some Internet providers -

and not too many Atari BBS sys-
tems - support V.34.

FAST MODEMS BV -SEIE:E=

High-speed comms

i

V.42bis: a high-speed error correc-

tion protocol.
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Fast fax modems

Cruise up the fast lane of Information Superhighway with a zippy
new V.34 modem. Frank Charlton test drives five of the best.

Hayes Accura 288

V.34/V.FC and Fax
£292.58

Hayes Microcomputer
Products = 01252 775511

The Hayes Accura is primarily
designed for the domestic market.
The white plastic case is quite
robust enough to withstand nor-
mal use in the home.

There are software options
for Apple Macintosh and PC

If you would
like a ‘big
name’
modem but
don't want to
spend a for-
tune, the
Accura could
be for you.
Its no-frills
approach to
comms is
refreshingly
simple and
effective.

V.34/V.FC and Fax

plot or print incoming data, and it
has various synchronous modes.

£586.33 However, the average ST user is
Hayes Microcomputer unlikely to need these features.
In many ways the Optima is

similar to the Accura (reviewed
above), but the case is metal,
rather than plastic, and it is slight-
ly bigger. The software and hard-
ware supplied is exactly the same
as for the Accura.

Products = 01252 775511

The Optima is Hayes’ top-of-the-
range modem, designed primarily
for commercial and heavy use
applications. It has a wealth of
specialist features — for example
“you can connect it to a plotter to

The real difference between
them is their capacity for data

The Optima: it's nice, butis it
£250 nicer than the Accura?

~ suited to BBS use because of its

m sT FORMAT JUNE ISSUE 71

owners, but the Atari range is not
directly supported. The result is
that you get two high density flop-
pies which you may never find a -
use for. Nor, regrettably, is there a
serial cable, unless you happen to
be a Macintosh owner.

However, you do get a full
kit for connecting the modem to
the phone line and your phone to
the modem. The manual is ade-
quate, with an excellent beginners
section for those new to comms.

We found that both modem
and power supply stayed very
cool, even when they were left on
for extended periods. Apart from

achieved on the first attempt, with
no configuration changes from the
factory defaults.

Fax operation was trouble-
free. Although the manual doesn’t
state which fax standards are sup-
ported by the modem, it appears
to be Class 1 and Class 2. The
Accura worked well with every
piece of fax software we tried.

)

CONCLUSION: A reasonably-
priced modem with the
famous Hayes name. It per-
formed in a sure-footed and
reliable way.

s ; | Initial ease of use: 88%
difficulties encountered when we Supplied hardware: 899
tried to connect with US Robotics Value for money: 87%

modems, the Accura behaved very
well indeed. Top speed V.34 con-
nections to many BBSs were

OVERALL: 88%

compression. The Optima can
compress data in an 8:1 ratio,
resulting in very fast file transfer
rates, very fast indeed when — and
only when — it is connected to
another Optima. The Accura, in
common with most V.34 modems,
is capable of only 4:1 data com-
pression. That still provides you
with transfer rates of around 3200
characters per second, or around
double the speed of a standard

continuously. If you are a SysOp,
there are special deals available,
enabling you to purchase the
Optima at vastly reduced rates.
Give Hayes a call to find out more.

CONCLUSION: The Optima is a
great modem, but its price is
very high, particularly when
you consider how little you are
gaining over an Accura in
terms of features.

V.32bis (14,400) modem. Initial ease of use: 88%
The Optima is especially Supplied hardware: 89%
Value for money: 72%

sturdy build quality and ability to
remain cool, even when used

FAX CLASSES

OVERALL: 81%

- ’,l}n,frér "u',, -'." ST :-‘-‘."-* o

_ering if you're planning on using
fax a lot. The USRobotics modems
will only work with STraight FAX 2,

and not earlier versions.

3 N 1=

.I' 5 l__.‘.i
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leaves most of the data compres-
sion to the software - 2 and 2.0 do
it via the modem’s hardware for
added speed. The ST's most popu-
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US Robotics Courier Dual Standard

HST/V.34/V.FC and Fax

£327.99
1st Computer Centre
= (0113 231 9444

The Courier is US Robotics’ top-
of-the-range modem. The case is

This sleek black box hides a powerful modem
- the US Robotics Courier Dual Standard.

sleek black plastic, but feels a little
cheap in comparison to the Hayes
models. An extensive array of
LEDs show all modes of operation,
and it has a sliding volume control
tucked away at the side. DIP
switches on the underside can be
used to configure the Courier, and
they’re properly explained.

Yet again, there’s no serial
cable, and the software is PC-
based. The manual is excellent,
covering everything from basics to
advanced technical details.

In use, the Courier worked
very well, apart from the problems
connecting to Hayes modems. It
has Adaptive Speed Levelling, and
can shift speeds up and down eas-
ily during awkward conditions.
Connections to other modems

proved to be fast and very stable.
Like the Sportster, fax operation is
Classes 1 and 2.0, but the Courier
was considerably more reliable.
The Courier also supports a
proprietary USR standard called

FLASH ROM

ply the Updatos in PC- or Apple
Mac-executable format, so you'll
need access to a PC or Mac.

HST, or High Speed Transfer. HST
delivers speeds of about 16,000 so
it isn’t as fast as V.34, and only
other Couriers support it. USR
offer a Flash ROM upgrade service
(see box), and new software ROM
code can be downloaded from
their UK support BBS.

CONCLUSION: A lot of SysOps
use Courier Dual Standards,
and rightly so. They're reliable
and stay cool over long peri-
ods. Expensive, but BABT-
approved and well-behaved.

Initial ease of use: 91%
Supplied hardware: 76%
Value for money: 79%

OVERALL: 89%

US Robotics Sportster 288

V.34/V.FC and Fax
£234.99

1st Computer Centre
= 0113 231 9444

The US Robotics Sportster

modems were designed as budget

models, with a plug-in-and-go
approach. Over the years they

have sold by the truckload. The
plastic case is rather reminiscent of
a Stylophone, with a rotary control
on the side to control the speaker

volume.

Supra 288

V.34/V.FC and Fax
£233.99

1st Computer Centre
= (0113 231 9444

The 288 is the top model in

Supra’s award-winning line of
modems. It looks almost identical
to the 14,400 model, using the

Solid and reliable, the Supra 288 comes with everything you

need, including software.

The Sportster V.34, with a case design
that would do Rolf Harris proud.

The manual is very sparse
and doesn’t go into any great tech-
nical detail. The software provided
is for the PC, and again there’s no

same brushed metal case. It comes
with everything you need to get
on line, including a serial cable.
[t's also the only modem with ST
software provided, as Ist
Computers thoughtfully includes a
copy of Freeze Dried Terminal on
disk. The manuals are excellent,
and a good source of reference.
Both modem and PSU stay
much cooler than
Supra’s previous
models, and were
happy to be left on
for long periods of
time. Supra pro-
vide an excellent
LED-matrix display
which flicks
between connec-
tion speed, -
compression and
correction modes,
and displays any
errors during a

serial cable in the package.

The Sportster worked well
out of the box with no setup
required. A bank of DIP switches
on the bottom can be used for set-
ting common parameters such as
auto-answer. Connections at V.34
and V.FC were fairly stable, but
seemed prone to speed retrains
when the line was bad. As with
the Courier, we had problems con-
necting to Hayes modems.

Fax support is for Classes 1
and 2.0 — not Class 2 — which
means STraight FAX uses the slow-

connect. The Supra has Flash
ROMs — see the box above — for
easy upgrades and bug fixes, mak-
ing future support look good.
We had no problems con-
necting to any other modem
straight out of the box. The
defaults did not need changing
and we were up and running in
minutes. Fax support is Classes 1
and 2, and it worked flawlessly.

CONCLUSION: This is an
exceptional modem both for
normal use or to run a BBS
with. Connections were fast
and rock-solid every time. The
Supra isn't BABT-approved, but
it is certainly the most trouble-

free modem we tested.

Initial ease of use: 80%
Supplied hardware: _95%
Value for money: 88%

OVERALL: 94%

er Class 1 mode. Fax operation
wasn’t perfect, and a number of

connections were refused by ‘real’
fax machines, including the one in

CONCLUSION: A basic modem
designed to avoid technofear.
It really doesn’t cut the mus-
tard compared to the others.

Initial ease of use: 70%
Supplied hardware: 76%
Value for money: 82%

OVERALL: 72%

SUMMARY

- 1 o ﬂ't.; ‘ 5
: ath'atfﬂv& daal W AR ""-lzii::*'.flir*
I you're not butharad “abuut
BABT approval - and do rﬂmambor
that it’s illegal to connect a non-
| approved modem - then the superb
Supra 288 is by far the best of the
bunch for reliable connections and
all-round good value.
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Remove the screws from the square holes undermeath your ST and take off the
top cover. Next, remove the keyboard plug and start to strip the heat sinks.

ST serial
ort upgrade

This is the circuit design to follow. If you
use different coloured wires for each con-
nection it will be easy to keep track of
everything. We've also put it on the cover
disk to make life easier for you. Load it
into an art package and print it out.

he problem with the new
super-fast modems is
that your ST's serial port
just can’t keep up — 1
runs at a maximum speed of only
19,200bps. Fortunately, you can
upgrade it, relatively easily, to run
at 38,400bps, enabling it to fly
along with the fastest modems.
Please note that if you have
no knowledge or experience of
electronics you may find this
upgrade tricky or impossible.

Check out the ‘Chicken!” box
(opposite) for a commercial alter-
native. If, however, you have some
experience with a soldering iron,
and enjoy a challenge, you will
probably find the job straightfor-

TOOLS...

; ﬂaﬂcm Wnndan rular (noha matfal
~ one, okay!)
- ‘e Continuity tester or mulﬂmetar
~ e Starfleet issue tricorder (Oh
really? — Karen)

ward. It 1s a tried and tested circuit
design, and all the parts (see box)
are readily available.

Pin numbers

[f you are unsure which leg of a
chip is leg 1, look for a dot on the
chip at one of the corners. If there
is one, that will be leg 1.

If there isn’t a dot there will
be a semi-circle at one end of the
chip. Hold the chip so that the
semi-circle is at the left-hand side
with the legs pointing away from
you. The bottom left-hand corner
of the chip is leg one. You can use
this approach to work out the pin
numbers of any chip.

The assembly

Remember to assemble as much as
you can without touching your ST.
This reduces your chances of
doing any damage to it.

The small piece of circuit
board can be cut to size with wire
cutters. It needs to be just big
enough to fit the chip socket on to.
Use your modeller’s knife to cut
through the copper tracks joining
each side of the board. Failure to
do this will wreck the upgrade, so

| L]
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You will need to strip your ST right down to the circuit board to get at the MFP

chip. Get your ST looking like this before you start work. I

Bring your serial
port up to V.34
speed with Andy
Curtis’ step-by-step
guide to savaging
your precious ST.

I'IFP (68991)
||||||||||||||||

do be very careful! If you have a
continuity tester of any sort then
use it to make sure there is no

continuity between the two sides

of the board.

...AND PARTS

lm ribbun cabla lﬂ—way
1x miniature switch
TOTAL COST
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Insert the chip holder and
solder each leg carefully. With this
done you can join the wires to the
various legs and the switch as
shown in the diagram.

-..:'. Bt B, a8
| e l'"v‘ { P

._._-Lr_ 20
j_'i-“' ':L'T-rq!-t I:I e

XR06 £1 .36
FH98 £0.89
£3.94




coloured wire makes life easler.

The crunch

You will need to cut leg sixteen of
the MFP chip, easily recognised on
your ST’s printed circuit board
(PCB) by the letters ‘"MFP’ embla-
zoned on it. Cut it as near the PCB
as you can and bend it out to make

sure there is no contact between it
and the board.

These are the parts you will need - make
sure your wire Is at least 30cm long. Mult-

i

ing that normally covers the inter-
nal disk drive plug area. When
everything else has been done,
touch the metal internal casing of
your ST to equalise the static
between you and the computer,
then remove the chip from its
packing. Match up the semi-circles
on the socket and chip and careful-

Now, wire ly insert it into
;l;isg’?r;: feim If you enjoy a th%ﬁl;; will
the diagram. Cha]lenge . you wﬂl probably be
Comnect each 1 robably find the job  hireo (2
correct pin straightforward straight away.
methodically. Use a ruler to

Count the pin
numbers using the method
described earlier — you may want
use some correction fluid to mark
the destination pins before you
solder to them.

Make a hole for the switch
with a drill and mount it. There is
just room if you discard the shield-

SOLDERING

.",:. s the f =h i P ;I
Smm from tha aml ul‘ aach Mra, |

‘then apply a little solder to the

end so it will join virtually instanﬂy

to the circuit when required.

e When making a joint, hold the sol-
dering iron on to the joint until you
see a tiny puff of smoke. This
means that the solder has activat-
ed and the joint will set properly. If
you are unsure, practice on some-
thing that does not matter first.

e Be very, very careful.

ease them
together one side at a time. Keep
trying the fit to make sure you
don’t overdo it, and avoid touch-
ing the pins too much - the chip is
a sensitive electronic device.

When the chip is inserted
have one last look around and
make sure that all the connections
are correct. If you have used
colour-coded wire it will be easy to
follow the paths and make sure all
is well. Once you are satisfied,
place some insulation tape around
the board assembly and tuck it
away neatly underneath the top
shielding. Make sure that no wires
are being stretched. If your wires
are a little too short there will be
room for the board directly under-
neath the disk drive.
Now re-assemble your ST.

The only outward sign that any-
thing has taken place should be a
neat switch at the rear of your
machine. The switch simply alter-
nates between the old serial port
speed, necessary for some fax soft-
ware and graphics tablets, and the
new, higher, one.

And the software?

You will need to run HS Modem,
the serial port configuration utility,
to get best use out of your new
modification. HS Modem, now at
version 6, completely overwrites

I
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Assemble as much of the circuit as
possible without attaching it. Don't
fit the chip Into the socket until all
the wiring is complete (The chip J

shown here is a stunt chip).

3 ; ’_‘:i‘-.—‘:" o3 qf
i Pl
@l P
The surgery begins. Leg 16 of the MFP chip must be cut as close to the PCB as pos-
sible. This makes it easier to re-attach it if you want to take the upgrade out.

the TOS serial port routines and
replaces them with bug-free rou-
tines that are much more efficient.
This program also recognises
that you have done the serial port
upgrade and can be configured to

make the 38,400bps port speed
available to comms packages that
would not normally support it. HS
Modem v6 is currently available on
the Ad.Lib BBS and from Ad.Lib
PD (= 0191 370 2496). stf

|,||:a JII { '.:
|!|i l:,.'l'-

o s E-I |-|| '1 | ‘ FJ | |

-'I"I""':Hl illllb it. i

All the wires are now attached correctly. Simply wrap some insulting tape around the
chip and tuck it away before re-assembling your machine.

CHICKEN!

’Eommarnial snluliun. Tha Upzrada
Shop (= 01625 503448) will fit its
own version of the serial port
upgrade for the princely sum of
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nents from Maplins, it costs

£29.99 including postage and \fﬁT




Now your favourite
magazines are
on-line.

Future Publishing has All you need to connect to
extended this magazine onto FutureNet is an Internet

the Internet. With FutureNet account, such as Demon or
you can talk directly to the Cityscape, or a direct college
editors, check out next connection. Then simply use

month’s contents, search back  your World Wide Web

issues, pick up the latest news, browser to connect. There are
buy mail order products and no hidden charges — it’s
even subscribe on-line! completely free!

Point your World Wide Web browser at:
http:/Iwww.futurenet.co.uk
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TOS UPGRADE?
What is the difference
between TOS 2.05 and TOS
2.067 I have just bought a
Mega STE with TOS 2.05 and I am
wondering if it is worth upgrading f
it to TOS 2.06.
Paul Finch, Morden, Surrey .

The main differences between
A TOS 2.05 and 2.06 are a few

routines which have been
improved in the latter version. File
handling and hard drive access are
improved, the high density (HD) drive
support is better and a few other rou-
tines were optimised to run faster.

It's a good idea to upgrade to the

later version of TOS in your Mega

i I,|" {1} "ﬁ};::.
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Viruses, dodgy disk drives,
sad CD-ROMs... there’s no
end of problems in our ever
bulging ST Answers postbag.

Luckily Clive

Parker is at

S we rs hand with the solutions.
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STE, version 2.06 was practically
rushed out to replace 2.05. You can
get replacement TOS 2.06 ROM chips
from Compo Software, the official UK
distributor. The ROMs cost £49.95.
Give Compo a call = 01487 773582 to
order a set.

[ look at the floppy disks they
appear to be blank without any files
or directory, yet I can boot up the

game as normal. Is there something

GAME TRANSFER
I have a 1040 STE (German
version) with 210MByte
AT-BUS hard drive fitted
internally, and a Philips CM8833
MKk2 monitor. I'm having problems
with my hard drive. I have Formula
One Grand Prix (on four floppy

disks) but I’ve been unable to trans-
fer the files to the hard drive. When

A

wrong with my disks, and is there
any way I can transfer the game to
my hard drive?

Robert Pilarczyt, Opole, Poland

Well, first of all, there’s noth-
ing wrong with your game
disks, Robert. The disks are

formatted in a special way so that it is
impossible to transfer the files to
another floppy disk or to a hard drive.

A Mega STE, yesterday. There's no doubt that TOS 2.06 is the best operating system
for this machine - it has improved file handling and hard drive access routines.

This is done to prevent software theft

and piracy. This means, that unless the
game has a hard drive installation

option in the set-up menu, you can
only play it from the original floppy
disk, and you'll have to put up with all
the tedious disk swapping.

IDE DRIVE KITS
In issue 69's ST Answers
you told a reader that it
isn’t possible to connect an
IDE drive to an ST. Well, I'm sorry,
to contradict you, but it is possible!

' CD-I COMPATIBILITY

| have a 520 STE and | am thinking of getting a
CD-ROM drive to use with it. If | get a CD-ROM
drive will | be able to put Philips CD-i discs in it-
like Encarta Encyclopedia, Dangerous Creatures
and Musical Instruments?

Mr R Frost, Felixstowe

stf: No, I'm afraid you can’t use CD-i discs with a
CD-ROM drive on the ST. In fact, you can't use
CD-i discs with a PC, an Amiga or an Apple Mac
CD-ROM drive. This is because CD-i discs are
designed to work specifically with the computer
built into a CD-i console. (Note, there is a CD-i
card for the PC.)

If you get a CD-ROM drive for your STE you
can use ST software on CD-ROM disc, graphic
images like GIFs and JPEGs, sound samples, text
files, MOD and MIDI music files. You can even
listen to audio CDs, but you can’t run software
designed to work on other computers. Sorry.

f\=’ ~ A1
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Public Domain und Shareware
Ausgabe |

Connect a CD-ROM drive to your ST and you can soon be working with superb high-resolution pictures and hundreds
of megabytes of shareware - all stored on these little beauties. They're almost like portable PD libraries.
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Both ATAPI interfaces for CD-
ROMs and actual IDE interfaces are

available in Germany from:
Hard & Soft

Computerzubehoer GmbH
Obere Muensterstr. 33-35
D-44575 Castrop-Rauxel
The AT BUS TOS Card costs 109
DM (about £49) without ROMs
and 179 DM (about £81) with TOS
2.06 ROMs installed.

An external ATAPI 3.3 speed

CD-ROM drive is advertised for

499 DM (about £226), an ACSI
adaptor for the ST is 129 DM
(about £58) and a Falcon adaptor is
49 DM (about £22).

Thorsten Guenther, via e-mail

Thanks for that information,
A Thorsten. I have also been
told by several Ad.Lib mem-
bers that Gasteiner Technologies
(= 0181 345 6000) also sell an IDE
interface for the ST for £69. We'll get
one in for review as soon as possible.

PRICE QUERY

I have 2MByte of RAM in
my STE, with two slots
filled and two slots empty. I
presume that each of the SIMMs is
1MByte in size. I have noticed in the

Gasteiner ads in recent issues of ST
FORMAT that a IMByte upgrade is

- £4.95 and a 2MByte upgrade is £50.

Can’t I just buy two 1IMByte

Atari

Public Domain und Shareware

Ausgabe 2
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P upgrades for £9.90 instead of buy-
ing one 2MByte upgrade?
Simon Shand, Essex

It isn't exactly what it seems,
A Simon. The 1MByte upgrade
, consists of two 256K SIMMs,
giving a total of 512K. When you add
them to an STE with 512K, it increases
the memory to IMByte. This is gener-
ally known in the trade as ‘a 1MByte
upgrade’ because that’s how much
RAM is available after the SIMMSs
have been installed.
Perhaps the wording could be
improved in the ads in ST FORMAT.
How about saying ‘512K to 1MByte

iIIIIII |

upgrade,” or ‘add 512K to your STE to
give you 1MByte.’

To increase the RAM in your
STE to 4MBytes you'll have to buy a
2MByte upgrade. Give Gasteiner a
call on = 0181 345 6000.

FAIR SHARES

I have a couple of questions
for you about shareware.
You gave away a game
called Abombinaball with issue 47 of
ST FORMAT. I recently installed it
for my six year old son. He loves it!
But there is no way of knowing
whether there is a shareware fee to

HH‘I‘[‘( !
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You can't add a PC emulator to the ST Book. You could, however, add an ST emulator to a
portable PC - providing there's a free slot where you can fit a Janus card, that is.

Z'Memoar confuswn

lhaveal

memory upgrade?
Nick Hutton, Wirral

\ stf: A slight bit of confusion here, Nick. Your STE
already has four 256K SIMMs, these make up the
1MByte you already have. (4 x 256 = 1,024K).

So, yes, you'll have to get two 1MByte SIMMs to

Byte STE and | want to upgrada It to
2MBytes. Is it possible to use four 256K SIMMs.
Or will | have to buy myself a full 2MByte @
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stf' Unforhmately ynu can’t. The ﬂmhlam Is

the game software, not your system hardware. S.'lfh
game designers assumed that all systems would
only have a single drive connected, so there are
no games available that use the external drive
and the internal drive to access data and reduce
disk swaps. There were a couple of games, many
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be paid! Is there, and to whom is it
payable? Another game which I
recently found (I'm not really into
games) was one called Rolling
Ronnie, from something like issue
37.5ame question, or is that one a
commercial release?

If there is money owing, I
would certainly appreciate a reply,
as these happen to be my son’s
favourite games right now. We've
seen enough developers and pro-
grammers leave the Atari world,
and I'd just like to feel that I've
tried to do my share in giving
credit (and cash) to those who
deserve it! .

Angus Armstrong, via e-mail

We totally agree that share-
A ware payments should be

made to authors of software.
However, in this case, the game was
sent in by a reader who received a small
payment for his Cover Disk contribu-
tion. If there'is an address for Martin
Brownlow, the author of
Abombinaball, supplied in a Read.me
file on the disk or in the intro screen,
then you can send him what you think
the game is worth. Howeuver, if there
isn't any info with the game then I
can't help you further.

Unfortunately, I have no infor-
mation about the author of Rolling
Ronnie either. Once again, check the
Read.me file for an address.

Almost all software states either
in the doc files or within the program
itself if it is a shareware program and
if a payment is required. If this kind of
information isn’t supplied with the
program then it's impossible to send a
payment. With Cover Disk games, we
normally indicate on the Cover Disk

pages if a shareware fee is required,
and print the address.

STACY EMULATOR

Is it possible to fita PC
emulator into a STacy

portable ST or the ST Book?

% Lo i

If it is possible, which is the best
emulator to fit?
Declan Fitzpatrick, Lancashire

No, there are no PC emula-
A tors you can fit into the Atari
STacy or the ST Book. The

motherboard inside is so compact you'd
have trouble adding any hardware
internally to the STacy.

SLOW PRINTING
My name is Wael Elazab,

and I was wondering if you
can help me sort out my
printing problem. My NEC
Pinwriter 2200 takes over 15
minutes to print a single page of
text from my installed Atariworks
software. It's a complete nightmare.
If I have to print out a long docu-
ment it can take nearly a day:.
What's the problem?

Wael Elazab, Westminster

It's not very clear from your
A letter, but I assume you have
at least 2MBytes of RAM

because this is the minimum you need
to run SpeedoGDOS on an ST system.
There’s no way that Atariworks
should take so long to print out docu-
ments unless you have made some very
basic setup errors. It may be something
as simple as your print buffer being a
little too small and slowing down the
processing of each page of the docu-
ment. Send me more details of your
setup and your Atariworks and
SpeedoGDOS settings, so I can have a
good look at the problem.

DRIVE SYSTEMS

I want some information

about floppy disk drives,

both 720K DD (double den-
sity) and 1.44MByte HD (high
density) types.  had a TOS 2.06
upgrade fitted by Compo engi-
neers. I was a little bit worried
when I got it back because the

ne  onthe 'srart dislc for ASieuiary 1990, |y the

stf: If anyone can help, then please drop Mr
Boyle a line at the above address.

disk but | need the accompanying article. It was
_written by Michael Riley and gave details of
huildlng a serial interface for certain Pioneer CD
players. If anyone out there could supply the
article, | would be most grateful.
K M Boyle, 38 Bure Park, Friars CIiff,
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 4EF
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NO PICTURES

| have been trying to get pictures on to paper
using First Word Plus. | have a 1MByte STE, a
Citizen ABC printer and a Philips CM-8833 Mk2
monitor. | also have ST FORMAT Cover Disks
going back many years.

| found a few Cover Disks with clip art in
Image (IMG) format, which | tried to load and
print in First Word Plus but all | get is the error
message ‘wrong resolution.’ | then tried using
GEM-View 3 (from the now defunct ST Review)
and | managed to print some beautiful black and
white piccies.

| also tried using the Sebra mono emulator
to load the clip art into First Word Plus, and
although | got some great images onscreen |
was unable to print anything out. Is it possible to
buy fonts and clip art that | can use with a word
processor such as First Word Plus, Protext or ST
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Writer? Or do the fonts and
graphics have to be dedicated
to a specific program? | need
to put pictures in a word
processor, make sure | have
the right printer driver and use
more fonts.

T Yendle, Pontypridd

stf: Your main problem stems
from the fact you are using a
word processor that’s getting on
for ten years old. First Word,
the predecessor to First Word
Plus, was actually developed in
1985. Many of the more usual
functions of modern word
processors just aren’t available
in First Word Plus, including a range
{ of built-in printer drivers and fonts.

| The word processor you are looking
for is called Write On. It was
featured on Cover Disk 33 (check
your Cover Disk collection) and is
still available from Compo Software
for the bargain price of £29.

Write On works in medium or high
resolution, so it will be fine with
your system, and it can even load in
high resolution Image format
B pictures in medium resolution.
Basically, your printer is too modern
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Yes, you can load high resolution images into First Word Plus...

for First Word Plus. You can set up Write On to
print using an Epson printer driver - this will
work with your Citizen ABC printer.

When it comes to typefaces, Write On has a
range of 14 fonts supplied with it, which should
be enough for you to get started. You can buy
extra fonts and clip art in Image format from
any PD library, see the directory page for
contacts. Fonts are normally program specific,
while Image format pictures can be used with
almost any ST graphics program. You can also
convert pictures from other formats like GIF or
Degas into Image format using GEM-View 3, and
then use them in Write On. A new version, Write
On 2 will be available soon, but in the meantime
if you want to order the original Write On give
Compo Software a ring on =— 01487 773582.
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|l Picture Power
Another interesting feature of Write ON is it's ability to load in
IMG 1mages. These can be loaded in at the position of the cursor, and
are then displayed on screen. Unlike say First Word Plus which can
inport Degas pics, the 1mage can then be resized using the nouse
pointer to drag the corners to the desired size. This really is quite
an amazing feature in a mere humble wordprocessing program, you are
|almost talking DTP power here, and iis very easy to use!

...although Write On is much easier to use
and has many more features.

floppy disk access lights on both
the internal and external drives

flicker on and off all the time my ST
is running — even when there is no
disk in the drive. Is this causing any
damage to my system? I am also
thinking of getting a high density
drive upgrade, do you know where
I can get one?

Another point with floppy
drives: I removed my external
floppy drive from its case and
tried to install it as the internal
drive as an experiment. Once
installed, the only result was a
message saying the drive wasn't
connected and the busy light also
stayed on constantly.

[ know I connected the cable
the right way around (they only fit
one way because of the lugs) but it
still wouldn’t work. When I put
the disk drives back in their origi-
nal positions they worked fine.
Why didn’t the swap work?

Paul Ellis, Fairford

First of all, there's no need to
A worry about the flickering

drive access lights on your
ST. This is a normal procedure with
TOS 2.06, the operating system is
checking for the presence of an HD disk
in the high density floppy drive.

It does this automatically,
because TOS 2.06 was designed for the
Mega STE, which normally has an HD
1.44MBuyte floppy disk drive as stan-
dard. It won't have any harmful effects

on your system. I had exactly the same
baffling symptoms when [ added a TOS
2.06 upgrade to my first STE.

Remember, when you get a high
density kit, that you also need a
1.44MByte drive to replace your origi-
nal internal disk drive. You can con-
tinue to use the external drive as a
/720K drive. The Analogic HD kit 1s
easy to fit and only costs £59.95 with
the HD drive, give them a call on =
0181 546 9575.

There’s a simple reason your
disk drive swap didn't work. Although
the connections to both drives are
physically the same, the internal drive
is logically identified as drive A, and
the external drive is logically identi-
fied as drive B so your ST can tell
which drive is which. The ID is nor-
mally altered by changing a jumper on
the drive, or perhaps a dip-switch,
depending on the manufacturer of the
drive. Or you can cut and swap the
drive identifier lines in the 34-way
ribbon cable if you really want to mess
about with the cables. So you see, you
can't actually perform a straight swap
without physically adjusting the disk
drives themselves. Why bother any-
way? Both your drives are working
perfectly as they are. My advice is ‘if
it ain't broke, don't fix it.”

WRITE PROTECTED

Can a virus spread on to

disks that are write pro-
tected? I'm thinking of the

principal where a colour system is
fooled into thinking it’s connected
to a mono monitor. And how long
can a virus survive in memory? |
caught a virus and left my ST off all
night, when I switched it on in the
morning it was still there.

J Trigwell, Salisbury

No, viruses cannot be copied
A on to write protected disks.
It’s physically impossible for

the disk drive to write to a write-
protected floppy disk. You can fool an
ST into think a drive is write protected,
but not write enabled.

A virus disappears from the
memory of your ST after about 30-40
seconds at most. If the virus still
appears to be there the next time you
switch on, you've either got a disk in
the floppy drive or a hardware fault of
some description which you have mis-
takenly identified as a virus. For
instance, many people seem to think
that the line of bombs that appear on
screen when your ST crashes is a
virus. It's not. The number of bombs
indicate the type of problem the sys-
tem has encountered.

The best way to ensure your ST
is completely free from viruses is to
boot up without a disk in the drive,
this takes about 45 seconds. Now get a
virus killer disk (which should have
been write protected since you got it)
and run the program.

Now test all of your disks to
make sure that they are free from

viruses. Next month I'll devote a full
page of ST Answers to virus security.

MYSTERY SOLVED?
In ST FORMAT issue 68 a
reader asked what the mys-
terious switches tucked

away inside the Mega STE are used

for. I think I know the answer to this
mystery. The dip-switches in ques-
tion on the Mega STE are used to
identify specific additional hard-
ware built into the computer. They
first appeared in the STE, reap-
peared in the powerful 32-bit TT
workstation, once again in the

Mega STE and finally in Atari’s last

TOS based computer, the

Falcon030.

As far as I can tell, the only
dip-switch that has any meaning-
ful function in the Mega STE is
switch number seven. When
switched to the on position, it tells
TOS that the computer contains a
High Density (HD) 1.44MByte
Floppy disk drive. When it is in
the off position it means that the
machine has a standard 720K flop-
py disk drive installed.

To detect which state the
switches are in, TOS versions from
1.6 onwards include the SWI
cookie in the cookie jar. To find out
the current value of the cookies in
your STE or Mega STE, use the
Cookie CPX you can find at most

ST related BBSs or from any good B
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stf: You are trying to remove screws that hold the
various parts of the power supply together, not
the actual fixing screws. On all 