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88 Meg removable H D $1025 
Flat Bed Scanner $849 with software 

New HD Case for 3 112" drives $89 

MouseStick- $65 Trackball- $59 

mp ~t~ WI 
f~atur~s 

* on/off switch up front. 
* removabl~ pow~r cord 
* fan 
* mounting hardwar~ 
* SCSI cabl~ for 2 driv~s 
* Expandable holds 2 drives * 
3.5 "or 5.25" 

$124.95 

Complete assembled unit, using lCD ADSCSI Plus host(w/c1ock) and software, Seagate drive, SCSI cable, 
and fan! Ready to plug in and use . . All units have a one year warranty. (Syquest drives 2 Years). Available 

without clock for $10 less. This enclosure is of the highest quality. 

·iiRIV'ESonlv 
STl25N-13.5" 20MEGS 28MS $239 
ST138N-l 3.5" 30MEGS 28MS-$259 
ST296N-15.25" 85MEGS 28MS-$315 
STl096N 3.5" 85MEGS 24MS-$359 
QUANTUM 3.S" 52MEG 17MS - $279 
QUANTUM 3.S" JOSMEG 19M5 - $369 
QUANTUM 3.S" 168MEG ISMS - $62S 
QUANTUM 3.S" 2JOMEG ISMS - $700 

QUANTUM 3.5" 331 & 425 MEG - Call II 

SYQUEST 44DRIVE&CARTRIDGE-$479 
EXTRA 44 meg CARTS- $85ca 

SYQUEST 88DRIVE&CARTRIDGE- $805 
EXTRA 88 meg CARTS- $155 

CCCO)OOFJJfiIm~ 
1040 STE- $399 520FM- $325 

MEGA STE computers- CALL!! 
SM 124 mono monitor - $170 

SC 1435 14" color monitor - $349 
PORTFOLIO - clIlI !! 

OO(Q)IID~ 
Supra 2400 baud - $104 w/MNP5 - $169 
Supra 2400 Plus- $189 Modem cable - $7 

Zoom 2400 bllud modem - $95 
US Robotics Courier 1400 - $299 

US Robotics Courier HS'1' 9600Bd - $599 

OOJIDIBPSY' IJ))mr~ 
Master 3S - $129 

Master 3S-D(hlls track indiclltor)- $140 
Master SS (5.25") - $199 

Atan SF314 - $165 

~~~m~~~ 

20 MEG 28MS- $459 
30 MEG 28MS- $479 

NEW - *52 MEG 17MS- $499 
* 85 MEG 28MS- $539 
* 85 MEG 24 MS- $579 

* 105 MEG 17MS - $589 
* I68MEG I5MS - $845 
* 210MEG I5MS - $920 

SYQUEST 44MEG REMOVABLE- $699 
SYQUEST 88MEG REMOVABLE- $1025 

~(O)mw UJJIRG})]M\OO~ 
Z-Ram - 2.S or 4 mcgs - $10S 

(Ilool'd w/chip. 2.5Mcg.· $201 4 Meg.· $297) 
Z-Ram/2.S- 520 ST-2.SMeg - $100 

(Board w/chip, 2.5Megs· $196) 
Z-Ram/Mega 11- 4Megs - $100 

(Ilool'd w/chip. · $196) 
I Meg 80ns Chips $6.ea 

STE SIMMS Imeg each - $55 
JRI Memory Board(uses simms)- $109 

JOOl~~ 
AdSpeed(ICD's 16mhz accelerator) - $239 

Blitz cable w/sonwar~ - $46.95 
Cleoultlp ST - $24.95 
Cordless mouse- $84 

D.E.K.A. interface- $95 
Drive Mastel' - $32 

DVT-VCR hd backup - $69.95 
. 50 Jin SCSI dual dri w cabk 18"- $10 

. Igh DenSity Module- lute ace to us 
1.4 Meg floppy 3 1/2" drives 

Software iucluded $79 
es 'Jet Ilnnter - . 

ICD Advantage l'lus w/dock - $93.77 
ICD Advantage (no clock) - $83.77 

ICD Advantage Micro (M~ga ' s) - $77 
Lantech Local Area Network- $299 

Removable & HD combi1!ations 
52 MEG 17MS & 44 - $979 

85MEG 28MSEC & 44 - $10 18 
85MEG 24MSEC & 44 - $1058 
105MEG 19M5EC & 44 - $1068 
168MEG 15MSEC & 44 - $1324 
210MEG 15MSEC &44 -$1399 

DUAL 44MEG SYQUEST -$1178 
DUAL 88MEG SYQUEST -$1830 

For 88meg Removable & HD 
combinations add $325 

Call for other combinations I 

~rr1rm~ 
Mega Touch spriugs - $9.49 

Migraph (-[:lIId SclUlIler(w/Touchup) - $299 
Monitor Master - $32 

Monitor Stand (adjustable) - $14 
Monitor Shllld w/power switches - $45.95 

Mouse Master - $26 Mouse mats - $5 
Monse (Alari) - $48 

Mouse (Goldeu Image) - $37 
Multisynch Monitor (Acer) - $439 

Omniswitch - $79 Switch Res SofL- $14.95 
I'anasouic KI'X-1124 24pin - $299 

I'C Speed- $199 
AT Speed(tGMUZvCI'Sion)- $369 

Speed Ilridge (Mega or STE) - $65 
Spectre GCR(cart)- $215 

I'rinter or Modem Cable - $7 
Star NXIOOI 9pin printer - $160 

Star NX-2420 24pin printer - $279 
S1'ltime (under rom dock) - $43 
Supercharger WIlMeg - $419 

Supercharger I'ower Supply - $26.95 
Synchro Express - $79 

TC I'ower (,o!tware ror ruM emulators) - $39.95 
Turbol6 Accelerator - $257 

Tweety Iloard - $27 
Universall'rinter Stand - $13 

Vim S1' - $124.95 Vidi-Chrome ST - $34.95 
Z-Keys (use IBM keyboard) - $96.95 



Largest Circulation Atari Publication in North America! 

ffillill1Jser 

Readers Byte Back 1 6 8 
Newl What do 'ya think .. ? 

Nagy's News & Comment 1 1 0 11 
Atari Messe, New Products, Unix, America in Europe 

NewsWire from Z*Net 1 13 
Atari Explorer on track, ISO contest, Other stuff 

Reviews 114 15 17 19 
Sales Pro, LOW Power v2, Finance, Midwinter 2, 

C-Manshlp Complete, Ninja Gaiden, Abbreviator ST, 

Hero -Vapid's Keep. 

News Alerts 1 26 28 30 34 . 

a Living •.. 
• Desktop publishing as ahOir'!ebu·" is'" ii't!'s!~ i~o~flp'I~,$IIi.~4~f·i~l\ 

It is! E 

a 'PI,ofessic)nlill 

cr~ation from watching his images devel .' .. 
th~Y're to be. But aside. frQm",e f(.q asp~ht} . t" I'~' \ ·~r~ini~b.tlj:at 
less exciting thing caller;i "making a living:;; It 

complicated at this poilJ~, . beclilpse yqu hav~to d~icjd~L. .. 
whether you want to c reat'; fo{ thefu~ dfli: or .Tr'· •• .,' .... 'n 

income from your work ... Begins on page 20 

ReadM_---
This month, AtariUser looks at doing business on your Atari com
puter. We know that the ST and other Atari machines are infre
quently considered to be appropriate choices for the workplace, but 
we also know that it needn't be that way. We'll explore ways and 
places that the Atari's shine in both office and home environments, 
doing business as well as any brand. 

cOlum4 __ _ 

New to AtariUser, Steve Blackburn details the pitfalls and 
pleasures of using your computer to earn money. Our Portfolio, 8-
bit, and MIDI writers, BJ Gleason, Chuck Steinman, and Jim 
Pierson-Perry, each explain the professional applications of their 
relative software and hardware. And our Resource/Pull Out lists 
the business-related products and systems for your ST /IT. 

News of machines to come, fresh from the giant Duesseldorf 
AtariMesse, is in my column. We've got more reviews this month 
than ever before. And we're starting to answer the reader mail 
that's been stacking up around here (and please keep it coming). 

Look for AtariUser at COMDEX and at the WAACE show 
this month. Check the Calender on the back page of this issue for 
details. Next month in AtariUser: Graphicsl And a shopping guide 
of the hottest products for the Atari User on your holiday list! -
John Nagy, Editor-ill-Chief, AtariUser Magazille 

~ 
Iltd 

How to get AtariUser! 
Subscriptions / 4 
User Groups / 27 
Stores, etc / 27 

ST TT 120 
De sktop Publishing as a home buslness-A 

professional says Just do It.. . 

8-Bit 124 
Big business, little business-the professional 

8 bit is alive an doing well 

Portfolio 1 26 
P e rception , Portfolio-and much ~ore

including B.J. Gleason's great tips 

Lynx 128 
New hardware-Lynx 2 hits the street-and 

much more 

MIDI 134 
Making MIDI mostl Growing your studio 

Everything Oust about) Business 1 31 32 

Classifieds, Ad Index, AtariWatch 1 38 
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II AU Subscriptions 
SUBSCRIBE TO A TAR/USER-YOU MIGHT .. . 

• have no Atarl dealers or user groups nearby .. . 
• want to be the first to get the'latest Issue: .. 
• prefer the convenience of delivery to your home ... 
• want to make sure that you get every issue ... 

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 1 YEAR (12 ISSUES) FOR: 

USA $19.95 . 
Canada US$25.00 sent In US funds 
UK £17.50 
EEC £20.00 
Australia A$30.oo 

USA AND CANADA SUBSCRIBERS: 

Send a check or money order In US funds to ... 
Quill Publishing Co. 
113 W College st. 
Covina CA 91723·2008 USA 

Start your Subscription Nowl Call 818.332.6428 
Make checks payable to Quill Publishing Co. 

UK AND EEC SUBSCRIBERS: 

Bath PublicatiODS 
43 Midford Rd. 
Bath BA2 5RW England 
Voice +44 (0) 225 836182 
Fax +44 (0) 225 840600 

AUSTRALIAN SUBSCRIBERS: 

Atarl Computers Pty. Ud. 
277 Cove Lane Road 
North Ryde, N.S.w. 2113 
Voice (02) 805·0344 
Fax (02) 887-2231 
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When you're ready 
to step up to quality 

in a hard drive 

MC Drives Should Be Your Choice! 
Finally a quality hard drive SCSI drives and configure them higher demands of Syquest 

kit for your favorite AT ARI properly . removable drives. And don't 
computer. Our top of the line Our kits are coming with worry about heat or noise 
k . t h . t I because a whisper quiet fan will d: ~ ~UI: ~ ~es ~ )11 A TAR I ® ~ rr:

f g e~ i~ ~ ~ ~ t; ~ :~~~~:h~Sa~.ool even in the hot 

specifically '-1-\11-\ what we feel is the Cases are avai.lable with 
for the ICD best value in hard either a closed front with an 
host adaptor. With or without drives currently on the market. activity light or an open half 
a clock, installation will be a A t forty watts, he i g h t s I o.t for 
breeze. our power supply is ICO removable medIa. 

A SCSI drive has powerful! beefier than what's in 
features and they should be most other cases. Our MC drive kits are 
supported. An MC Drive has a filtered, switching complete and ready to 
push button SCSI ID changer power supply will give you go as your mass storage 
and a full fifty pin centronics more reliable service and is solution. 
plug so you can chain other particularly recommened for the 

M ( COMPUTERS 
50FTVVARE 

ATARI Authorized Sales And Service Since 1985 

Mid-Cities Computers & Software 9406 Flower St. Bellflower, Ca. 90706 
Hours: Tuesday - Friday lOAM to 7PM Saturday lOAM to 6PM Closed Sunday and Monday 

(213) 867-0626 (213) 867-8994 Fax (213) 920-8933 



• " ... However, I take 

Issue with one of his 

reviews, the one for 

PSAN. I think it Is 

important to recognize 

that ali of the other print 

magazines are a 'for profit 

type of publication. 

PSAN Is a user group 

magazine, and is one of 

the best ones that 

crosses my desk, Unlike 

so make 'other 

"magazines" from user 

groups, PSAN eschews 

the typical stapled-sheet 

arrangement ... ," 
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~ PERSONAL VIEWPOINTS AND RESPONSES FROM OUR ATARI COMMUNITY 

Readers Byte Back ... 
~ We've been getting lots of mali and newsletters from 

ali over the world since beginning AtartUser six months 

ago. It's time we shared some of It with you. Keep It 

coming, It realiy helps to know what readers think 

about us and about the siate of Atarl In general. 

AtarlUser, 113 West College Street, Covina, CA 91723. 

Some of these letters came to us via electronic mall or 

the public message areas on GEnie telecom system. 

AtarlUser has Its own Mailbox 10 ("ATARIUSER"), plus 

a topic of our own In the Atart ST RoundTable, 

Category 15 (Atart Magazines), Topic 10 (AtarlUser 

Magazine). 

• "I'd just like to say that I'm very Impressed with AtariUser 
magazine, 1 have Issues 2 and 3 now (missed the first), and I'm 
ready to subscribe. We've been getting them through our local 
users group (O-ACEs, Omaha Atari Computer Enthusiasts). 1 
have but one question: The cover price Is $1.00, yet to sub
scribe for a year costs $18,00. Something Is wrong with that 
price, and 1 just can't seem to figure It out: - Rob Glover, via 
GEnie. 

• "I was planning on subscribing to your publication, which 1 
do find very Interesting, but the $18 a year seems a little steep. 
Since 1 received the first issue, 1 have discovered an Atart dealer 
In Lakewood, OH (Cleveland). and 1 should be able to pick a 
copy up there. The store Is 63 miles away and 1 probably will 
be up there on the average of every other month, but they will 
save me the previous month's copy ... Anyway-I did write two 
letters to Atart and to WordPerfect as you suggested .. ." Robert 
Hochwalt, North Canton, OH. 

{The Iwme subscription offer is s/ricUy a seroice. New taxes in 
California have made us raise the rate further. It costs us aU 
of our new $19.95 U.S. rate to carry a subscriber. The seroice 
is reaUy there for people wlw have no way of picking up the 
magazine from a dealer or user group, or wlw oolue the conve
nience of monthly Iwme deUvery. $12 was the pre-release sub
scriprum rate, it went to $15 during the shelf tife of issue # 1, 
and then was $18 until California enacted new taxes. It's now 
$19.95 a yew; where it's likely to stay for quite a whUe. As of 
issue #3, the cover price went to $2.00 per issue, This has been 
done to help get AtaliUser into more 'main stream' book stores 
wlw won't distribute free or for as trivial a charge as $1. Atali
User is free to the dealer or user group, whUe the shipping must 
be paid. It's up to your dealer to charge a cover price or give it 
away free. Our costs and thus our charges for quantity ship
ping have gone up, see the detaUs in 'Getting AtariUser," else
where in this issue. And our thanks go to the many readers 
wlw responded to Atali's request for letters of support in the 
WordPerfect matter. -IN} 
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• "Oh boyl looking forward to AtariUser In my mailbox. Have 
subscribers copies been sent out yet? Last time, 1 had to walt 
two weeks after the Issue was released.' Jonathan Budil via 
GEnie. 

/We use 3rd class mail for subscriptions, This can take any· 
where from three days to two weeks for deUvery. A 1st·class 
mailing would double the costs of a subscription. We are work· 
ing on a 2nd-class permit, which would give nearly 1st-class 
deUvery at nearly 3rd·class rates. Wish us luck; the postal regu· 
lations on 2nd class have tightened (the post office looses money 
on second class now) considerably and are, unt .. challenging . . 
IN} 

• 'Are you looking for writers? Please send me your writer's 
guidelines, as mentioned In the masthead: 1,000 Readers . 

}AtariUser is always entertaining the offerings of new writers. 
But to be Iwnest, we have a loooong Ust of people who beUeve 
that they have what it takes. Most write weU enough, but are 
in search of something to say ... the result is far too many 'How 
I got into computers· articles. Remember. in AtariUser. useful is 
the keyword. If you'd like to try out, send a sample of your 
writing, along with a slwrt bit about yourself and what particu
larly you'd like to write about. Send it in EMAIL to ATARlUSER 
on GEnie, or via 'real· U.S. Mail to us at the address above. We 
have just started to send out writer's guidelines. If you asked 
for a set and haven't received them, call us. We've also posted 
them on GEnie . . IN} 

• "I liked the article on magazines. Andy Eddy's opinions for 
the most part matched my impressions of the publications. He 
not only stated his thoughts but backed them up with ex
amples.· Craig, S. Thom, via GEnie. 

• "I also enjoyed the review of the magazines by Andy Eddy. 
It's been too long since I've read his material In an Atart maga
zine. Do have him write more oftenl However, 1 take issue with 
one of his reviews, the one for PSAN. 1 think it Is Important to 
recognize that all of the other print magazines are a for profit 
type of publication. PSAN Is a user group magazine, and is one 
of the best ones that crosses my desk. Unlike so make other 
"magazines' from user groups, PSAN eschews the typical 
stapled-sheet arrangement. I would have appreciated It If Andy 
had recognized PSAN In a separate fashion from the rest of the 
magazines. It's clearly the very best user group magazine 
aroundl The rest of the review was well written, and In a num
ber of Instances, rather kind. Well done, Andy!" Bob Brodie, 
Director, Communications Atari Computer Corporation, via 
GEnie. 

~ Continued on page 8 



With multi windowing capabilities , 
HyperLINK fullfils the "Cfuttered Desktop" 
metaphor! 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Hypertext Environment 
Multi-Media Support 
Networking SUJ?port 
Customizable Lmking 
Custom Application Builder 
Multiple HvperLINK Applications can be 
run at oncef 
Text / Graphics / Sound / Speech / 
Animation Modules all included 
DBase Compatible File Structure 
Includes ICON Library 
Customizable Report Generator 
Supports Moniterm & Other Monitors 
Custom Windowing (Allowing 7 Active) 

SM9.00 
JMG Software Int'! Inc. 
892 Upper James Street 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Canada L9C 3A5 

Pays 
2 

Ways 

Pays for itself the next time 
: you play blackjack in a casino! 

Pays for itself by being 
the hit of your next party! 

ATARI ST - COLOR / MONO IBM PC - EGA / VGA 

YES! Rush Me BLACKJACK PLUS 3 

Prill" in u.s. Doll",", 

• I. 

• 0 $23.95 BLACKJACK PLUS 3 BASIC 0 IBM I Compatibles • 
• 0 $49.95 BLACKJACK PLUS 3 ADVANCED 0 ATARI ST • 
• • Name __________ Phone _ ___ _ 
: Street _______________ _ 

• City _______ State ___ Zip ____ _ 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 0 Payment Enclosed o VISA 0 MASTERCARD . Exp. Date __ • 
• • Cardl _______ Signature ______ _ • 

• • 
• 
• 

• USICODE 5575 Baltimore Dr. , 11105-127, La Mesa, CA 91942 • 

• 
PRICES INCLUDE TAXES & SHIPPING (619J 469-7194 , 

Phone: (416) 575-3201 
FAX: (416) 575-0283 

The 
Computer 
Network 

Store Hours, 110m To 7pm Tuesday - Saturday 

(818) 500-3900 
1605 W. Glenoaks Blvd .• Glendale. CA 91201 



• "How do I use a 

modem? How do I find a 

user group or a dealer 

near me? What software 

should I buy? What 

BBS's are near me? Tell 

me about the TT. not just 

the basics. the details too. 

Can I use a bubble jet 

printer? How do I get 

italics on my printer? How 

do I start a club?" 
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... PERSONAL VIEWPOINTS AND RESPONSES FROM OUR ATARI COMMUNITY 

Readers Byte Back ... continued 

• "Make AtartUser a glossy magazine. It looks like a comic 
book: Expectant Reader. 

• "How dare you use recycled paper? Don't send me someone 
else's trash and call it a magazine!" Former Reader. 

• "I'm very pleased to see that AtartUser cares about the envi
ronment enough to use recycled paper for the magazine: 
Happy Reader. 

{AtaJiUser is printed on 100% recyclable paper, not recycled pa· 
per. The costs oj printing in this Jormat are about 1/5 that oj 
glossy paper. Shipping costs are also dramatically higher Jor the 
much heavier gloss paper. Someday, we may add a gloss cover 
Jor a better look, but we're more interested in getting you the 
best value-good content! - IN} 

• "I wish you every success for your outstanding magazine ... 
Something I would like to see in your publication is a survey 
that asks readers what they want from developers and what 
they think of the support they are getting from Atart develop
ers ... a report card on developers, dealers, and importers: -
Steve Kube, North Hollywood, CA. 

{This sounds Wce something we can work on. We don't really 
want to take on a police JunctiDn Jor those who are unhappy 
with individual experiences, but a suroey could be coming soon 
in AtaJiUser. - IN} 

• "Love your Portfolio coverage, you need more of it. Can you 
do a series on how to use MS-DOS?" Palmtop Reader. 

• "I just picked up a copy of AtartUser at Randall's Home Com
puters during my 8-bit SIG meeting. It's nice to know that, 
with the demise of so many other publications, there is still an 
Atart resource out there. I hope you will see your way clear to 
publish some short, easy-to-type-in 8-bit programs: Nick Barr, 
St. Louis, MO. 

• "Our club is 8-bit only, and we will agree to take your free 
magazine if you will include a minimum of five pages in each 
issue devoted to coverage of the Atart 8-bit computers: Ada
mant Reader. 

• "Your magazine looks good, but with only a couple pages de
voted to MIDI, I can't see how you hope to survive: Musical 
Reader. 

{AtaJiUser will continue to support all types oj Atari users, but 
space restrictions and hard Jacts about the mix oj users pre
clude giving too many pages to any single topic. We're certainly 
listening to what the readers want more or less oj, and we'll do 
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our best to provide the most useful mix oj coverage we can. -
JN} 

• "Our group IThe Educator's Atari Club] may now be too small 
for AtartUser to be interested in. We presently have less than 
50 members ... Atart has Just about killed any hope of making 
the Atart 8-bit computer, or the Atart ST, any force in educa
tion. They fail to recognize that the current Apple monopoly of 
the educational market is a direct result of intelligent market
ing decisions by Apple. It is a shame that Atart failed to rec
ognize that by capturing the educational market they would be 
generating an unlimited and growing base of future Atart us
ers. Nevertheless we continue to support the small remaining 
base of classroom teachers trying to use the Atart in the class
room, and although we hold no regular meetings, we support 
our small membership through the mail. Our TEAC Newslet
ter comes out every other month, and we revise our TEAC soft
ware catalog about twice a year: Peter A. Loeser, The 
Educator's Atart Club, P.O. Box 1024, Laytonville, CA 95454. 

{No group is too small to matter. Here's hoping that this publi
cation oj your address will help you become larger. -JN} 

• "How do I use a modem? How do I find a user group or a 
dealer near me? What software should I buy? What BBS's are 
near me? Tell me about the IT, not Just the basics, the details 
too. Can I use a bubble jet printer? How do I get italics on 
my printer? How do I start a club?" Querulous Readers. 

{Yikes! (We've been hying to break John oj the 'Yikes" habit, but 
haven't been too successful-Pub.) AtaJiUser can't individually 
respond to every request Jor inJormation, but we're hying to re
spond to the common areas oj interest in our magazine every 
month. There's no substitute Jor local help from a user group or 
dealer. We included a natiDnal user group list in our May'91 
AtariUser, and back issues are available Jor $1 . We also main
tain a national dealer list (look for it in the December AU) and 
are starting to compile an international BBS list (coming in the 
February '92 AU). Cau us Jor specijic inJormation and to update 
us on your area at 818-332-0372 (voice). And/or caU Bob 
Brodie, Director oj Communications at AtaJi Corp at 408-745-
2052. - IN} • 

• We'd lik.e to hear from youl Send your subscriptions, 

comments, suggestions, complaints and submissions to 

AtarlUser at 113 W . College St., Covina, CA 91723. 



Micro Computer Depot 
Atad's largest dealer in the south east. We are Sales and Service authorized 

for the complete Atari line. Call for current pricing on all machines. 

IItori Hordwore IIccessories 

520S·lc 

1040STe 

MegaS'lc/2 

MegaS'lc/4 

Megafile 30 

Megafile 60 

Megafile 44 

SF314 DSIDD 

SC1435 14" Color 

SM124 12" Mono 

SI.M605 Laser 

Drum Kit 

Toner Kit 

$349.95 

$399.95 

$1,385.95 

$1,525.95 

$389.95 

$749.95 

$779.95 

$169.95 

$379.95 

$169.95 

$1,149.95 

$189.95 

$29.95 

Golden Image 

Optical Mouse 

Opt/Me<.:h Mouse 

Master 3SD/FDD 

Migraph Hand S<.:anner 

w/Easy Draw & 'fouchup 

Monitor Master 

Mouse Master 

Safeskin Keyboard Cover 

D.E.KA. 

Entertainment 

Elvira 

Captive 

Curse of the Azure Bonds 

Defender II 

Dragon fI ight 

Exterminator 

Hard Drivin' II 

The Immortal 

Knightmare (awesome!) 

I.emmings 

Megatraveller 1 

Night Shift 

Sim City/Populous Pa<.:k 

Xenomorph 

We import many European lilies. 
Call for weekly specials. 

7018 Two Notch Road 

Columbia, SC 29223 

No surcharge for credit card orders. 
Free shipping on all orders above $100! 

1-800-845-3070 
Store/Order /lours 

Mon-Fri 9:00-6:00 

BEST Business 

Calamus 

Outline 

font Editor 

Cardfile 

Data Manager Pro 

DBMAN V $209.95 

Pagestream 

Phasar 4.0 

'lracker/ST 

Word Flair II 

Word Pcrfc<.:t 

Utilities 
Neodesk 3.02 

Double Click 

DC Desktop 

DC Shower 

DC Utilities 2.0 

Codehcad 

Codekeys 

Hotwire 

Lookit/Popit 

Maxifilc 

Multi-Desk 

Utilities 

Diamondback n 
Harlekin 

UIS 3.3 

$109.95 

100 many excellenllilles 10 lisl. Call 
for current pricing and availabilily. 

All /Jrices are subjecl to change. 



Atari Messe, New Products, Unix ... 
• HAhl Don't say you agree with me. When p eop le agree with me I always feel tha t I must be wrong.' -Oscar Wilde 

THE STATE OF ATARI number of familiar faces from the 
Atarllooks healthier than it has in USA. Atari itself filled 60 tables! At-
years-at least on paper. Financial re
sults for the second quarter of 1991 
showed sales revenues dropped to $49 
million from last year's $85 million, 
but net income was up to $30 million 
(from $1.5 million last year). While 
that sounds great, it includes $40 mil
lion in gains from the sale of their Tai
wan plant-meaning that without the 
sale of the plant, Atart would have 
posted a $10 million dollar loss. 
Nevertheless, Atari is now cash . 
lich and their important debt
to-equity ratio is lower than 
ever. While the gains can be 
said to be more produced on pa- . 
per than in the marketplace, Atari 0\ '. ' ., 
appears to be in the strongest fi- .' ~ 

tendance was expected to outstrip 
previous shows but in fact was down 
somewhat from last year, but by the 
high sales figures of many vendors, 
they didn't feel it. 

Many of us had high hopes of 
major announcements from Atali. 
This show has been a launch vehicle 

nancial position it has had in, . 
years. That makes loans and maJor.

i 
•. 

launches of new products easier . ,' 
than ever. The future could be stun- . 
ning-we hope to see it unfold. 

WORDPERFECT UPDATE 

Many thanks to the hundreds of you 
who wrote to WordPerfect and Atari in 
support of a new version of the word 
processor program. They were helpful, 
but we don't yet have any reason to 
believe that we will prevail on 
WordPerfect to release the Atart 5.1 
version. All is not lost, either. Keep 
up the pressure; we'll have some in
triguing details next month. Wlite to: 
WordPerfect Corporation, 1555 North 
Technology Way, Orem, UT 84057. 
Thanks to you, it might still work. 

DUSSELDORF 

The mother of all Atart shows was 
held in Germany, August 23rd to the 
25th. 30,000 or more Atarians from 
around the globe convened on 
Dusseldorf, Germany, for "Atari 
Messe: That's not Just a mess '0 

Atart, it means "fairground" in Ger
man. 20,000 square meters of floor 
space (that's about 4 football fields) 
housed 180 Atari vendors, including a 

surprises. But 
five production models of the 

fabulous ST BOOK notebook computer 
were shown and its real release and 
availability was forecast for October or 
November. The STylus or ST -PAD 
was also there but with a later avail
ability being forecast. Developers and 
the public were freshly dazzled with 
both units, which ere shown by chief 
designer Tracy Hall and Bob Brodie, 
Atari's Director of Communications. 

The ST BOOK specifications 
are nearly set in stone now, and they 
surpnsed some observers. No way to 
attach an external mOnitor is planned. 
It was hoped that it could drtve a color 
monitor, as the innards of an STe 
make up the tiny (8" x 10" by I ") fold
ing ST computer, but no port will ap
pear. It may be that enough data 
lines appear in the book-bus that an 
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NEW PRODUCTS 

DMC, the producers of Calamus, were 
showing their latest module for Cala
mus S/L, a multimedia package that 
works with a Code-A·Chrome interface 
box for a digital frame grabber. It in
puts into Calamus S/L at 16 bit 
color/greyscales. The results are 
true magazine quality instant pho
tos. 24 bit color digitizing is next on 
the horizon for Calamus S/L. 

At least three German compa
nies were showing their own network
ing solutions: PAMS Net, Riebel (being 
shown in Atali Germany's booth) and 
BioNet. Each are true ethernet com
patible networks. 

GE Soft Computersysteme was 
the first company to come out with a 

third party RAM upgrade board for 
the IT. "Mighty Mic Profiline" breaks 
the 16 megabyte limit that Atari has 
imposed on the IT. Instead, their 
product will come with up to thirty-two 
megabytes of IT RAM! 

Color graphics boards included 
the already renowned Matrix and 
AitbeI'IT cards as well as a new one 
from Imagine. Their card does 256 
colors in resolutions up to 1024 x 
768, and 16 colors up to 1280 x 1024 
with a remarkable software compat
ibility list. 

A prtnted circuit board layout 
program called PCB-layout plus fea
tured a full board design, and inter
face to a router to actually have the 
board etched/built by the computer! 
Another company had a similar prod
uct running on-site, showing the ST 
controlling the router and the board 
design in progress. 

A 386SX PC emulator on a 
VME card was shown by Vortex, offer
ing plug-'n-play IBM in a IT or Mega. 
Omega Computer showed a similar of
fertng in a non-working model. 

Turbo-C for the Atart from 
Borland will be available as "Pure C' 
from Application Systems In Heidel
berg. Borland abandoned Atart, but 
returned the rights to the product to 
the authors, who have found a pub
lisher. We hope it will cross the At-
1antic soon. 

AMERICA IN EUROPE 

American developers on site for the 
German Atari extravaganza included 
Dave Small (Gadgets by Small: Spec
tre, SST 68030 upgrade). Dorothy 
Brumleve (Kidprgs), Jim Allen (Fast 
Technology: Turbo20, another 68030 
upgrade), CodeHead, lCD, ISO, Double 
Click, WuzTech Omnimon, and JMG. 
Several had their own major booth, 
but Atari USA funded booth space for 
any Amelican developer who would go 
to the show. The result: major croaa
pollination of developers and dis
tributors. You'll soon see many new 



T NAGY'S ATARI NEWS AND COMMENT BY JOHN NAGY 

Al1lerica in Europe, Shovvs & Shovvs ... 

European products reach the US 
through arrangements with US devel
opers, who will in turn get distribution 
of their own products in Europe, Ev
erybody wins. 

New and unusual products 
shown by our own developers in
cluded Double Click's NoveTalk, a 
Novell-compatible network interface 
that operates In conjunction with AT -
SPEED PC emulators on the Atari. 
CodeHead offered a first look at 
MultiDesk Deluxe, which will allow 99 
desk accessories with no RAM use 
until and unless you choose to use 
one ... then it gives the RAM backl 
Dave Small was showing big-screen 
Mac emulation using Megascreen's 
graphics card. Jim Allen showed his 
68030 board which promises to be an
other screamer. Wuztek promoted 
their upcoming Omnlchrome adaptor 
(for any STI) that will give 256 of 16 
million colors on an ordinary ST color 
monitor. 

UNIX 

UNIX was shown on the IT at 
Dusseldorf and now seems ready to 
fly. According to some, it will be a 
$2,000 package which will include a 
huge hard drive. Exact pricing and 
details are not out yet. A scare rumor 
that the head of the UNIX project had 
left Atarl are misleading. David 
Plummer, leader in the project of port
ing the UNIX kernel to the Atan, has 
indeed given notice. However, he was 
brought in for the purposes of the 
project, and now has completed the 
project. He's moving on to other chal
lenges, leaving the maintenance work 
to a qualified staff at Atari. Many in
dustry observers see affordable UNIX 
as the only way Atari will break into 
the workstation marketplace, vital to 
mass sales of IT computers. 

SHOWS, SHOWS, SHOWS 

We've told you about GENCON, the 
massive garners convention in Milwau
kee, Wisconsin, in past issues. It 

went off without a hitch on August 8-
11, with Atari lending 60 computers 
and more Lynxes to the show. Area 
user group MlLATARl handled what 
was one of the largest and most 
popular ar-

in the 
show with Atan's MIDI

MAZE challenges throughout the 
event. 15,000 people visited the show, 
which included all forms of gaming 
interests. Many of them are now inter
ested in Atarl, one of the few com
puter brands that made a splash at 
the show. 

A multi-brand show sponsored 
by the McDonnell Douglas Recre
ational Computer Club on August 31 
in St. Louis, Missouri, had a similar 
result. Atari computers outnum
bered all others, with over 1,000 
paid visitors. Vendors reported sales 
of Atari merchandise matched or sur
passed those at several Atan-specific 
shows they had recently attended. 

Just days away as I write this 
is the Glendale Atarifest in Southern 
California (September 14-15). It has 
developed Into the USA's largest con
gregation of AtaIi developers and ven
dors, with the list of individual exhibi
tors now numbering well over 40. Last 
year's paid attendance was 2,500, and 
similar numbers are anticipated now. 
A full report will be in next month's 
AtanUser. 

Next on tap are COMDEX and 
the WAACE AtartFest. Check the Cal· 
endar on the back page of this issue 

of AtariUser for details and dates. 
The WAACE show in Virginia precedes 
the COMDEX event so closely that 
Atari won't be able to provide loaned 

equipment for the 
East coast user-
group show. 
While this 
shouldn't impact 
the visitors, de~ 
velopers may 
have to accept 
less than 
they are 
used to in 
on-site 
prepara-

tion. The 
WAACE show should be very 

large and very nice none the less. 
Last year, paid entrance numbers 
were Just under 2,500, Why the pro
moters feel that they need to imply in
feriority of other shows in order to 
promote their own is unknown, but 
several other promoters felt a sting 
when seeing WAACE proclaim their 
event to be "the only full-scale Atan 
show on the '91 calendar." But, no 
argument, it'll be the place to be on 
October 12 and 13. 

Chicago's Atari 

show in 
November is finally looking assured 
after some dicey moments of doubt. 
Atari's Jack Trarniel didn't want com
mitments made to rent a major hall 
until enough developers committed to 
appear at the show. Developers, of 

course, were reluctant to sign up for a 
show that wasn't really booked yet. 
Catch 22. lne Chicago user group 
that is managing things didn't make 
the way easier by publicizing the rift 
in negotiations. It scared more devel
opers and encouraged Indignant indif
ference from the Atari officials they 
were hoping to influence. Fortunately, 
with the considerable efforts of Bob 
Brodie and others, the lid stayed on 
and the contracts are Signed. Plan on 
November 23-24 being the central 
midwest's fIrst super Atan event in 
years. 

CD-ROM TO ARRIVE 

Atan plans formal introduction and 
release of the ST BOOK and probably 
other products (including the long 
awaited CDAR505 CD-ROM player) at 
COMDEX In Los Vegas, October 21-
25. The CDAR505 is not quite as pre
dicted-It won't even work on an ST 
machine as shipped. Instead of hav
ing the ACSI/DMA port and a SCSI 
port as announced, It will have only 
the "pure SCSI" port that is the indus
try standard. It'll plug right into a IT 
or a Mac, or any computer that has a 
SCSI host adaptor. So ST own-

ers will need to use 
,:w< ,- an ICD or other 

host unit to access 
the CD player. Not 
a major problem, 
but certainly a 
disincentive. 
Price will be "un
der $499" as 
things look 
now, and they 
will in fact ar
rive in quan

tity, for sale, FCC 
Type B approved, during the month of 
October. Promised by some not to be 
Introduced is a 1040STe with PC
SPEED IBM emulation built in. 
Hmmm. I wonder if we'll see signs of 
the Atan 68040 machine-the "Fal
conT --John Nagy • 
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MultiGEM 
Multitasking System for the Atari 

"It's like MultiFinder* for 
GEM**" 

Many of our customers feel this way after using 
MultiGEM. A true multitasking system for the Atari ST, 
STE and TT computers. Run up to six GEM, TOS, ACC or 
TTP programs all at the same time. TOS and TTP 
programs run in their own GEM windows. Run accessories 
right from the "Desk Top". Adjust and allocate memory to 
any program running under MultiGEM. MultiGEM is 
completely compatible with most Atari programs. Imagine 
downloading files with your telecomm. program, printing 
out a document with your word processor and working 
with a DTP program all at the same time. It is possible 

using MultiGEM! MultiGEM is a TRUE multitasking "OS" that is flexible and easy to use. Works great with 
CPU accelerators like Fast Technology's T-20. Only $ 99.95 

MultiGEM Utilities Disk #1 
The MultiGEM Utilities were designed to enhance MultiGEM's performance. There are four programs included 
in the MultiGEM Utilities Disk #1. MuliMAT will allow you multitask format a floppy disk. With Multi-Copy 
you can multi task copy files. Multi-Print will let you multitask print ASCII text files. Multi-Launch is a complet 
program launching system that will allow you to run other programs from within any GEM program. These 
utilities are a must for MultiGEM users. Only $ 2 9 .95 

Menu Plus Only $39.95 
Menu Plus is a full featured "Desk Top" enhancement that allows you to quickly launch 
(run) any program on your hard disk or floppy disk. Menu Plus uses a creative menuing 
system that allows you to set up a Main Menu with corresponding Sub-Menus, quick access 
to over 160 programs, access to the File selector and the ability to launch programs directly 
from it. View Degas, NEO and Spectrum 512 pictures. Show or print a text file. Play and 
edit ST-Replay sound files. System settings like screen colors, Blitter Chip and Time and 
Date can all be set and saved from Menu Plus. Menu Plus includeds a special password 
feature. All of this and Menu Plus only uses 32k when running a program. ACC version of 
Sound, Text, and Graphic features included. 

»TPaint 
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#1 Image Editor 
DTPaint is a full function high resolution paint program in a 
"Desk Accessory". Because DTPaint is a desk accessory it can 
be used to edit IMG, DEGAS and MacPaint within your favorite 
Desk Top Publishing package . DTPaint supports GDOS, 
GPLUS, Included is a full array of tools and has "MAC" like 
features such as "Lasso" and "Jack Knife", Works with Atari/\ 
ST, STE and TT computers. 

Only $49.95 
is a Trade Mark of Digital Reserch "Atari,ST,STE,TT are Trade Marks of Atari Corp. 

~E Rimik Enterprises *MultiFinder is a Trade Mark of Apple Corp , 

I~ 836 Osborne St., Vista, Ca. 92084 *24 Hour Order* 
TEL: (619) 630-1217 FAX: (619) 630-5869 "DealerlnquiresWelcome" 



.,. ATARIUSER NEWSWIRE FROM Z·NET 

Atari Explorer, Contest, Other Stuff ... 
• "The truest freedom is access to information " -Benjiman Franklin 

• Mega/STe's are shipping with 
TOS 2.05. but earlier models had 
TOS 2.02. Differences should not be 
apparent to users, as any program 
that works on a I040Sfe will work on 
either revision of TOS for the Mega. 

• HACE is sponsoring a one day 
computer show in Houston on Sep
tember 28, 1991 at the Holiday Inn, 1-
iO and Silber. ATARI SAFARI '91 will 
feature a viSit from Mr Bob Brodie, of 
Atari Corporation and the latest in 
Atari Computers and Software. The 
show will be held from II am until 5 
pm. Admission is $2.00 (pre-Teens 
Free). User group tables (for informa
tion and membership only) may be re
served free. Sales tables may be re
served by any party for $10.00. Make 
reservations by calling 713-988-3712 
or 713-493-2310. HACE, P.O. Box 
460212, Houston. Texas 77056-8212 

• Publisher/Editor of Atari Explorer 
Magazine John Jainschigg says that 
their production schedule is finally set 
and that they will be producing issues 
on a monthly basis through the end of 
1991, making up the normal yearly 
total of six issues. The next issue 
should be arriving at subscriber mail
boxes in the next week, and features 
15 pages of Atari 8-bit material in ad
dition to the full Atari coverage. 
Jainschigg also announced a discount 
on subscription rates to Atari user 
group members and users of 
CompuServe. Regular yearly rate for 
the Atari-owned bi-monthly magazine 
is $14.95, but is reduced for members 
to only $9.95 until December 31, 
1991. Three year (18 issues) sub
sCriptions are on special for $24.95. 
Renewals are also offered at the same 
rate. Call Atari Explorer at 218-723-
9202 to order (credit cards ok). Atari 
Explorer Discounts. P.O. Box 6488, 
Duluth. MN 55806 

• ISD Marketing, Inc. announced 
their second annual Creativity and 
Design Contest. Entries may be text, 
graphics or a combination of both. 

Submit card designs, logo's, fonts, 
freehand drawings, posters. illustra
tions, cartoons, gra'phical effects, Just 
about anything using anyone of the 
Calamus family of products, including, 
Calamus, Outline Art, the Font Editor 
or any combination of the three. 
Deadline is November 30, 1991. Send 
files Email to Compuserve at 
76004,2246. Delphi at ISDMARKET
ING or GEnie at ISD. or mailed di
rectly to ISD Marketing, Inc., P.O. Box 
3070, Markham Industrial Park. 
Markham, Ontario, Canada L3R 6G4. 
You must be a REGISTERED OWNER 
of Calamus, Outline Art or the Font 
Editor in order to enter. Prizes in
clude: $1,500.00 worth of AGFA 
Compugraphic fonts for use in either 
Calamus or Outline Art; Calamus SL; 
$100 connect time credit from 
CompuServe, GEnie. or Delphi; and 
Atari Explorer will provide one year 
subSCriptions to each winner. Contact 
ISD for more details. 

• Soft-Logik has upgraded Its 
Pagestream 2.1 printer driver for the 
Atari SLM804 Laser Printer. The new 
driver corrects two problems, a 
"squiggled type" error at the top of all 
pages after the fIrst, plus the ability to 
print reliably from Ultrascript. Regis
tered owners are receiving the update 
directly from Soft-Logik Publishing. 
11 13'1F S. Towne Square. St. Louis. 
MO 63123 314-894-8608. 

• CodeHead Software announced 
development of two new products: 
MultiDesk Deluxe and MIDI Spy. 
Availability and pricing are not settled 
as yet. MultiDesk Deluxe builds on 
the original MultiDesk idea of being 
able to access virtually unlimited 
numbers of desk accessories on the 
Atari ST or IT. Now, however, the ac
tual accessory won't load into RAM 
until you call it, and then unloads 
when you finish. The result is very 
efftcient memory use. MIDI Spy is a 
musician's tool that monitors the MIDI 
port at all times and records any and 
everything it sees. It's always record-

ing so you'll never lose a valuable 
musical idea. Full details will be re
leased nearer to the time of availabil
Ity. 

• A new accessory text editor for 
the Atari ST, Sudden View has a very 
different approach to editing funda
mentals. Rod Coleman, programmer 
and president of Sudden Incorporated. 
calls the effect "Live Editing: Users 
will be surprised at the speed of dy
namic scrolling and moving of text 
blocks. The text moves as the user's 
hand moves. An ASCII file editor, it 
can handle files of amy size with 
equal speed. Deletes and changes are 
kept in a twenty-element buffer stack 
so that the user can restore something 
that was deleted some time ago. Mar
gins, mode of typeover, and other 
functions are all very differently 
handled by Sudden View, and with 
practice, may be much more "natural" 
and fast. A demo version is available 
on most tele~ommunication services. 
The commercial version will run as a 
program or an accessory, and sells for 
$69.95. Both versions are available by 
calling 800-421-4228. Rod Coleman, 
Sudden Incorporated, 5081 South 
McCarran Blvd., Reno. Nevada, 89502. 

• Tracker/ST has been updated to 
work better with the multitasking en
vironment, MultiGem. Since Tracker/ 
ST does not allow you to resize the 
window. accessing your other applica
tions is a bit more diffIcult in 
Multigem, but registered owners of 
Tracker/ST may request the upgrade 
which makes it easy. Send a check or 
money order for $3.00 to the address 
in the Tracker /ST manual. If you have 
any version below 2.5. you must sent 
$7.50 instead of $3.00 to upgrade to 
version 2.5. For more information 
about Tracker/ST mailing list/mail 
merge program, contact Step Ahead 
Software at 212-627-5830. 

• ST CONNECTION, a newsletter 
dedicated to shareware and public 
domain programs for the ST, should 

be available from many Atari dealers 
starting in September. Each issue of 
the ST Connection will now be a !pini
mum of 16 pages, with color pages, 
ortginal artwork, and a new ST Link 
desktop publishing section. Call 
Stanley Swanson at 303-423-6805 for 
information or a sample issue. The 
same company offers two Lynx publi
cations, "Gamemaster" and 
"Gameguide: plus the Atari Users 
Coupon Book, ready for it's second 
annual edition. It features special dis
counts on many brands of Atari prod
ucts and Is distributed to user groups. 
Books will be distributed in time for 
October and November meetings. 
Copies will also be sent to ST Connec
tion subscribers and will be available 
at several major Atari shows this fall. 

• "Take It With You" is a newsletter 
dedicated to the palmtop computer 
user. It features: Tips and tricks, How 
to's, time savers, etc. Take It With 
You will focus on the three most popu
lar and widely used palmtops: Sharp 
Wizard, Atari Portfolio, and HP 95LX. 
Six issues (one year) Is $18. with the 
first issue to be published in October 
offered as a trial issue for $1.50. Con
tact Perfection Applied 454 West 10 iO 
North Orem, UT 84057 Attn: Palmtop 
newsletter 

• Acclaim announced that it will 
start shipment of "Populous" for the 
Super Nintendo Entertainment System 
in September. This popular game, 
originally for the Atari ST, will be one 
of the first third-party software titles 
available for the Super NES hardware 
unit, which is scheduled to be avail
able at retail in September. • 

~.7.I~f' .... A service of 

ROVAC Indus

tries. Inc. P . O . Box 

59. Middlesex. NJ 08846 908-

968-2024. BBS 908-968-8148. 

GEnie: Z-NET. CompuServe: 

71777.2140 
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Sales-Pro 
ST, STe, TT • Hi-Tech Advisers offers SALES-PRO as a com
plete point -of-sale and inventory control system for the Atari ST, 
STe, and IT computers. Written in DBASE III, it runs via 
DBMAN which in turn allows it to run DBASE III program and 
data files on the Atari. Ten program modules allow you to cus
tomize Sales-Pro to meet your needs. Other accessory modules 
that allow bar code export, UPS COD label printing and more. 
You'll need 1 meg of memory to run Sales-Pro and a hard drive 
Is STRONGLY recommended. Srues-Pro runs well with A&D's 
Universal Network, although slowly If using MlDl. 

Sales-Pro Is very capable handling point -of-sale transac
tions such as invoicing, layaways, purchase orders, vouchers, 
returns and all cash register functions, including running a 
power cash drawer. Customer data can used to create an in
voice or to print mailing labels. Inventory control uses stan
dard inventory control methods, and an exploded inventory 
module will allow kits to be made from the current inventory. 

LOW Povver v2 
ST, STe, TT • A superlative spreadsheet application, LOW 
Power 2.00 Is to the ATARI World what Lotus 123 is to the rest 
of the world. In fact, LOW Power version 2, released last spring, 
is now virtually 100% command and file compatible with Lotus 
123 Release 2.2. LOW Power requires only 5121{, can run from 
a floppy, and uses either color or monochrome. As with other 
productivity software, the more memory the better and a hard 
drive is almost a must. LOW Power can be run under a GEM 
environment with full pint and click mouse operation, or in a 
command mode with all the same commands as Lotus 123. 

A spreadsheet is an electronic grid of rows and columns. 
Each cell, where a row and a column intersect, can be given a 
definition of a number, text, or a formula that relates to other 
cells. You can do "what if statements where one part of the 
equation is changed and the rest of the equation is recalculated 
for you. With this power you could create something as com
plex as a tax return preparation program ("template") or a 
checkbook balancing program. 

LOW Power 2.0 allows the simultaneous use of up to 
four windows at one time with condensed display allowing up 
to twenty-eight rows in a window. Every cell can have a non-

Finance 
Portfolio. A smallilood of applications have arrived for the 
palmtop Portfolio computer. Most of them are geared to busi
ness in the field, and the versatile FINANCE card is among 
them. Released by Atari, FINANCE offers an array of statisti
cal and business calculations and graphing that can make a 

AtarlUser • October 1991 

Reporting ability is good, with user-adjustable reports 
available from within most modules. Reports are available on 
inventory, sales, customer activity and more. Reports on Profit 
& Loss and Financial Statement information can be accessed 
through the General Ledger module. A General Ledger mod
ule is available for accounting. I found the General ledger mod
ule to be a little complex. Both accounts payable and accounts 
receivable can be automatically posted to the general ledger. 
Sales-Pro can also handle checking/savings account journals. 

I have used two MS-DOS based point-of-sale systems 
that cost five times as much, but they have no more features 
or power than Sales-Pro. (Sales-Pro is, however, also available 
for MS-DOS based machines with enhanced networking power.) 
Hi-Tech Advisers has just released Version 6 of Sales-Pro which 
fixes all know bugs and adds some new features . Version 6 
retails from $99.00 to $599.00, depending on how many mod
ules you need. Hi-Tech Advisers, P.O. Box 7524, Wmter Haven, 
FL, 33883-7524, 813-294-1885. -Richard Betson 

computational note. There are close to 300 commands with 
more than 80 mathematical functions with strings, too. Five 
different types of graphs can be generated from your data, XY, 
line, bar, stacked-bar and pie charts. There is automatic and 
manual scaling \vith optional grid, average and standard devia
tion lines. Sideways printing is also an option. Import/export 
of Lotus files, LOW specillc and ASCII files are available. LOW 
Power has a Lotus 1234 compatible Macro language with the 
number of macros limited only by memory. 

While the newest version of LOW Power did not update 
the printer drivers, an update is due out shortly after Atari's 
FSM GDOS becomes available. Until then at least, there are no 
laser printer drivers. To get around this you can print the file 
to disk and then load it into either your word processor or DTP 
program. A graph can be saved as a PI2 or PI3 format and 
then loaded into NeoChrome or your DTP program and then 
printed. 

LOW Power is a powerful program, and its greatest as
set Is its compatibility with the rest of the computing world. 
$179, from Logical Design Works, 130 Knowles Drive, Los' 
Gatos, CA 95030, 408-378-0340. ---John King Tarpinian 

real estate broker or fmancial officer smile. 
Featured functions include: compound interest loans 

and savings, including tax relief and load amortization; loans or 
savings between specillc dates; nominal and annual percentage 
rates (APR); leasing; discounted cash flow, NPV, IRR, and simple 



payback; percentage markup, markdown, commission, and 
sales tax; straight line, sum of the years digits, or decllnlng 
balance depreciation; breakeven analysis; statistical analysis 
and graphing two sets of data; forecasting with linear regression 
fitting; and export of data from FINANCE to built In Portfolio 
applications. 

That's a lot to cram Into the little Portfolio screen and 
stay meaningful. But Finance does It fairly well, with an or
der�y input screen showing up to five unknown vartables wait
ing for your Input. Choose the function from a menu and plug 
in what you know (it can be data or formulas), and what you 
want will appear In the other blanks. Five memories are avall-

Midvvinter 2 
ST, STe • Midwinter was a highly rated 3-d strategy simula
tion which pitted your group of freedom-minded rebels against 
mercenaries who wanted control of the snow covered Isle of 
Midwinter. The sequel is Midwinter 2: Flames of Freedom, set 
decades after the battle of Midwinter. Due to rising tempera
tures, your people of Midwinter have moved to a new Island off 
the coast of Africa. A new empire has ' seized control of the 
other Islands and Is now threatening you. 

You must liberate those Islands through acts of espio
nage, assassination, sabotage, rescuing opposition leaders and 
more. If you can complete your missions on any Island, It will 
be liberated and join you. By taking out key Islands and cut
ting supply routes from the Saharans, other Island will be lib
erated in a chain reaction. 

able and each can exchange Information with the Portfolio's 
calculator. 

The FInance card Is a great supplement to the relatively 
basic Portfolio built In spreadsheet, as It features more of the 
advanced statistical and graphing power of Lotus 123, though 
the graphs are less than exciting. The small screen does not 
lend Itself to fine detail, but only stx pair of vartables can be 
entered and displayed anyway. The plot Is transitory; It can't 
be stored as a picture or output to a printer. 

Finance Is not a fun application, but from what we've 
said so far, you already know If you want this new card. From 
Atarl, $89.95. -JOM Nagy 

Each Island Is a big 3-D environment which you will 
travel through using 22 different kinds of transportation. 
Trucks, jeeps, buses, biplanes, zeppelins, helicopters, speed
boats, submarines, hovercrafts, flying subs, and rocket packs 
are just some of the ways you'll be getting around. You'll meet 
different people who can prOvide you with help, Info, or may 
even be a traitor will turn you over to the secret police. 

Unfortunately, Midwinter 2 will not run from a hard 
drtve. Between copy protection schemes and lots of data to load, 
It takes a very long time to start a campaign. But If you like 
In-depth games that make you feel like you're there, Midwinter 
2 Is the game for you. By Rainblrd, $59.95. --Clinton Smith 

C-Manship Complete 
Boot, for ST, STe, TT • Clayton Walnum's C-MANSHIP COM
PLETE Is a compilation of his popular "C- Manship" column In 
ANAL.O.G. and later ST -Log magazines. The book Is Ideal for 
Atarl users Interested In getting started with C, one of the most 
portable and popular professional programming languages 
around today. 

The first eight chapters cover the basics of the C pro
gramming language, and the chapters from nine on discuss 
application programming using GEM. Sample programs and 
snippets of code are Included to keep you on track. A disk con
taining all of the code from each chapter's listings (in LASER C) 
Is available separately and will save you a great deal of typing, 
but you may need to make small modifications for different C 
compliers. 

C-Manshlp Complete may not be right for you If you 
have never programmed before. It teaches C programming, but 
it assumes familiarity with programming in general. For ex-

ample, the book assumes that you know have a basic Idea of 
what 'pointers" and "addresses" are, and It omits discussion of 
Important programming Ideas such as linked lists and trees. 

The book Is great for expeiienced computer users who 
are new to C and GEM, but It's also a good reference work for 
some of the more intricate parts of GEM. For example, one 
chapter explains why desk accessories should not load GEM 
resource files and how to get around that limitation. Most of 
what you need to write a basic GEM application Is also present. 
After mastering all thirty-one chapters. you may want to refer 
to Tim Oren's "Professional GEM" series which Is available on 
many on-line services. 

If you already know how to program in some language 
and you want to try C on an ST, give C-Manshlp Complete a 
read. The conversational tone of the book will appeal to most 
readers, and you'll find It Informative and effective. -Steve 
Whitney 

AtarlUser • October 1991 

RE:Vie4 

... Continued on page 17 

15 



:fly, ott gou'l dlio'li ampulE'! narit}._ 
STORE HOURS: TUE - FRI lOam - 6pm 

SAT - lOam - 5pm CLOSED SUN - MON 

B ~ol?on£'!!!!P/:!!'!!r!!!/ons 408-988-9980 
~--------------------------~--------------~ NEW!! ATARISTE NEW!! ATARI "030 - 32 MHZ!! 

4096 Colors, Blitter, PCM stereo, Sinml Ram, Rainbow Tos Now in stock $1995 
WE HA VE MOVED 

TOANEW 
LOCA1'IONt! MEGASTE 520/1040STE 

512K $375 
I meg $425 

2 meg $475 
4meg $575 

Additional features - 16 Mh~., cache, 
Lan port, scpamte key hoard & more! 
1 meg $995 - no hard drive 

2 meg RAM (llpgradeable to 26 meg) 4096 
Colors, LAN port, Bllilt in SCSI, parallel 

& serial ports and milch more! 
Enhance the TT030 with thesc add-ons: 
2 meg ST Ram $2991 0 meg 110 call 

See our new address 
and phone number 

above. 

Call for pricing on monitors. 
We carry the full ATARI line. 

2 meg $1095 - w/50 meg HD $1395 
4 meg $1195 - w/50 meg HD $1495 

4 meg FAST Ram $550 50 meg 110 $350 
16 meg FAST Ram $1500 80 meg HD $700 

KI<'I<'KCTlVK 
09/01191 

RECDNDITIDNED 
MERCHANDISE 

400 computer t6K1BASIClPac-Man 
$24.8& 

LaserPro Exec JOYSTICKS 
Standard Atari .. 6.00 
Wico Black Max.. 4.95 

XOO Computer 48K1BASICIStar Raiders 

LASER PRINTER 
PRINTS 6 PAGES PER MINUTE, 
5I2K RAM EXPANDABLE TO 4 
MEG, EMULATES HP LASERJET 
II SERIES, PARALLEL AND 
SERIAL PORTS . USES 
STANDARD HP FONT AND 
POSTSCRIPT CARTRIDGES. 300 
DPIOUTPUT. 

EPYX 500J ....... 9.95 
High Score ....... 14.95 $&8.8& 

600XL computer with 16K $39.95 
600XL computer with 64 K $59.95 
800XL computer with 64K $79.95 
1050 Disk Drive - dual dcnsity $135 

ATARI TRACK BALL.... 7.95 
RI<:MOTK CONTROL Joystick.'> (2) 
with Ale Adapter $14.95 
ATARI LIGHT PEN 

Atari Trackball $4.95 
Numeric Kl!ypad with Handler $4.95 

90 day warranty 
... $695 

Ultrascript (Postscript emulation) $179 

with Atari Artist for 800/XUXE $19.95 
ATARI LIGHT GUN 
with Bug Hunt for 800/XUXE $44.95 

ATARILYNX 
The complete entertainment 
system includes the Lynx game 
unit, California Games, 
Muliplayer cable and AC power 
adapll!r. 

$149.95 

New MINI Lynx 
$99.95 

WI! also carry a full assortment of 
games, large and small carry 
cases, car power adaptcr, sun 
visors, multi player cable, and 
PCB power connector. 

MODEMS!! 
XM301 300 BAUD 
SX212 1200 BAUD 
SUPRA 2400 BAUD 
AVATEX 2400E 

$24 . 95 
$39 . 95 

$129.95 
$119.95 

SX212 
EXPRESS 

Contains cable, 
manual and software 
to use the SX212 
modem with an 8-bit 

Get on-line today!! Start downloading system. $14.95 
youi' own public domain programs!! 

STACY 2 .13B5 - STACY 4 .1550 
Stacy 2 Super low profile 1 meg Sipps $75 each 

STACY DELUXE CARRY CASE ... B& 
BC1224 RGB color monitor (Remanufactured) 

Great for STACY, ST, AND STE $225 

PDRTFDLIO 
HAND tELD CDMPUTER 

$24B 
Get the PC Card Drive for HALF 
PRICE with the purchase of a 
Portfolio Hand Held Computer!! 

PARALLEL INTERFACE 49.95 
SERIAL INTERFACE 79.95 
32K MEMORY CARD 69.95 
64K MEMORY CARD 99 . 95 
128K MEMORY CARD 169.95 
LEATHER CARRY CASE 34 .95 
ATARI CARRY POUCH 39.95 
AC POWER ADAPTER 9.95 
PC CARD DRIVE 99.95 

Call for softw.are titles and prices 

CENTRDNICS We carry a full line of 
products for the 

A TARI 800IXUXE 
the 

3-1/2" DISKE''-I'tS GOOXL 
(10 per package) aa CDLUMN PRINTER 

110 cpa - DDT MATRIX - NO DRAPHIC8 
. (ATAlU 825) 

COMPLETE WITII PARALLEL CABLE 
for use with the ATARI S1' computers. . . . . . . $60 

COMPLETE WITH 850 PRINTER CABLE 
for use with 850 or PR:Connection. . ....... . $50 

COMPLETE wmI MPP-1150 IN1ERFACE 
for use with ATARI 8-BIT computers. . .. ... $99 

AT ARI ST/STFJTT 
the 

ATARILYNX 
and the 

ATARI PORTFOLIO 
FREE catalogue with order 

SKC ••••••••••••••••.•• $5.95 
Sony •.•••••••••••••••••• $8.95 
Centech color ... $12.95 

5-tl 4" DISKE'IT~ 
10 pack bulk disks for the 
Alari 81011050 $2.95 
Disk drive. 

UPGRAOE 
Give your (){){)XL 

more memory with 
ATARI'S plug-in 
64k ram module. 
NO soldering!! 

. $19.95 

SHIPPING INFORMATION - Prices do not include shipping and handling. Add $5.00 for small Items ($10.00 Min. for Canada). Add $10.00 for disk drive. Add $3.75 
for C.O .D. Calif. res. include 8.250/0 sales ta)l.. Mastercard and Visa accepted if your telephone is listed in your local phone directory. Orders may be pre-paid 
with money order. cashier check. or personal check. Personal checks are held for three weeks. C.O.D orders are shipped via UPS and must be paid with cash. 
cashier check or money order. International and APO orders must be pre-paid with cashier check or money order. $20.00 minimum on all orders. 

To receive our new Summer 1991 60 page catal02ue, please send $1.50 in coin or stamp to cover the cost of mailing. 
PRICES ARE SUBJECT '1'0 CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE - NO REFUNDS - ALL SALE:S ARE FINAL 



Ninja Gaiden 
Lynx • Adapted from the arcade game, NINJA GAIDEN repre
sents the second Tecmo arcade conversion for the Atari Lynx, 
released by Atari Corp. The storyline is irrelevant; It's a one
player, horizontal game In which you play a lone ninja who 
must defeat all of the assorted cIiminals and villains In a scroll
ing city landscape. Your only weapons are your fists, feet, and 
the occasional sword, while the villains have more weapons and 
much more numbers. 

Enemies \vill come from off screen, and you must fight 
them to the death. Several attacks are possible, such as swing
ing from overhanging poles, backwards Jumps over walls, and 
flipping the opposition. Some obstacles along the way can be 
broken by throwing someone into it, and will often reveal ben
efits such as extra health, lives, or a sword-all willie an on
screen clock runs down. 

The biggest gripe against Tecmo's earlier Lynx title, 
RYGAR, was that it was scaled-down too far from the arcade 
original. NINJA GAIDEN suffers sin1ilarly~nly about half of 

Abbreviator ST 
ST, STe, IT • In the writing that I do, I fmd that I repeat a lot 
of phrases over and over again: my name and address, the 
name of the periodical I'm writing for, and many others. Ab
breviator ST allows me to abbreviate long phrases into Just a 
few letters. It then automatically replaces those few letters \vitb 
the complete phrase-as you type. The advantage of this over 
other macro packages is that the letters you assign as an ab
breviation can be meaningful to you. Assign 'addr' for your 
address if you like, rather .than using Control-A or some other 
such non-mnemonic combination. 

Abbreviator ST is easy to Install. Just copy the desk 
accessory into the root directory of your boot disk and reboot. 
To configure Abbreviator ST, you can specify a default abbre
viations fLle that loads automatically, buffer size, and hot key 
(to turn Abbreviator on and oro. Abbreviations are assigned by 
fLlling In the abbreviation in one field, then typing in up to 
about 200 characters that will be the expansion of the abbre
viation. You need to use special keystrokes to put caniage re
turns, backspaces, etc. into the expansion, but this is not dif-

RE:Vie4 

the different types of villains are present. The game makes up 
for it by bringing out enemies In a swarming attack, changing 
the game to simply survival rather than thoughtful reaction to 
a \vide variety of opponents. 

NINJA GAIDEN remains challenging, to a degree. The 
biggest problem Is that the game is too short; only four levels 
from the arcade original are present, not enough for many ac
tion fans. 

The highest point of NINJA GAIDEN comes In the game 
graphics. Reminiscent of RAMPAGE to a degree, the visuals are 
almost a direct lift from the arcade version. The smooth ani
mation and distinctive appearances are translated intact. 
Game sounds are limited to the thuds and crashes of combat, 
and a background soundtrack adds a little spice to the action. 

NINJA GAIDEN is not a bad game; it's Just not a really 
good game. For the arcade purist, NINJA GAIDEN is somewhat 
of a disappointment, but for the Lynx player looking for a new 
action game, it's worth a try. Atari Corp., $39.95 -Robert Jtmg 

ficult, and there Is Help button to remind you of the keystrokes 
to use. Other buttons clear abbreviations, .eellt or print them, 
anelload/save other abbreviation fLIes. You can also capture 
the last 200 keystrokes into an abbreviation buffer, then refine 
it by editing. The number of abbreviations available Is virtu
ally unlimited. 

Abbreviator ST has quickly become one of my favorite 
programs because it saves me so much work, but beware: your 
abbreviation cannot use anything but letters or numbers, be
cause punctuation triggers the expansion. You also have to be 
careful not to use abbreviations that are themselves words or 
abbreviations you don't want expanded, as Abbreviator ST Is te
nacious about expanding everything it recognizes! 

At only.$19.95, Abbreviator ST Is a truly useful package 
that any writer will treasure. A limited demo version Is avail
able on most online services. By Kyle Cordes, available at deal
ers or directly from Kyle at 3815 Greengrass Dr., 3815 
Greengrass Dr., Florissant, MO 63033. Call 314-921-0614 for 
C.O.D. orders. -David Plntkin 

Hero - Vapidls Keep 
ST, STe • Vapid's Keep is the third effort from the mind of 
Dan Winslow. Hero and Hero 2 were both shareware, while 
Vapid's Keep is his first commercial game. 

Vapid's Keep falls Into the 'computer role playing 
game" with astounding depth. It'll appeal to the strategy 
minded gamers, while the constant action will appeal to the 

arcade types. Although there were a few bugs in the graphics 
when I reviewed the title, the author has addressed the prob
lems and an update is available. 

You start the game asa very weak adventurer. Vapid's 
Keep Is played In "real time" so even while you look at menus, 
you'll be getting thumped by any nasties near you. You'll die 
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FROM THE PEOPLE WHO BROUGHT You THE 

.. : .... ::-: .... . . ':.' :::. : .: ..•.•• :... : . :~ .. ~ 

~OR ORDERS ONLY: 1.800.846.0MNI • Information:714.753.9253 • Fax:714.753.9255 I ~"i£~~*~~~:U~SInc. 
Irvin e, CA. 92718 

to have that "bah humbug" attitude 
about Christmas, esp. when we have 

your every need! Whether it 
be SLM804 laser printer 

(; toner and drum, Stacy 
2 laptop, Portfolio and 

all acc\ Lynx and the 
games. We have STE~s in stock, 

color and mono monitors, and 
hundreds of the latest software titles! 
Order your Christmas presents today! 

Authorized Atari Sales & Service 

I&/Cave Creek Computers 
8541 Greenwood Ave N Seattle, WA 206-783-0933 

• 

Put Your Data on a Diet 

DC Data Diet 
The ONL Y Atari realtime compression program 

Introductory price 
$59.95 
Available NOW! 

DC Shower 

Use files the same as always, but have 
them occupy much less disk spacel The 
programs you use don't know Data Diet is 
trimming away the fat, but you'll notice the 
difference right away! 

Includes DC Data Diet, DC Squish and 
Data Diet Tools . A complete system for 
saving you megabytes of storage space. 

Any file over 1 K can be dietized. Two 
compression types built-in: type A is fast, 
type B is 10%-20% better compression. 
Count calories saved on drives. Batch 
dietize all files for fast setup. Save 
70%-80% on word processing docs alone! 

It's a hit! 
Replace the GEM Desktop's SHOW file 
comm;;tnd. View text files, 17 different picture 
types (even convert among them), any binary file , 
list and extract ARC, LZH, ZIP and ZOO files, play 
digitized sound, from the desktop or program! 
Works directly from UIS 3.31 
Use as NeoDesk 3.0 Alternate Text File Viewer! Only $29.951 

~
DOUble 
Click 
Software 

Phone: (713)977-6520 
BBS: (713)944-0108 
Include shipping and handling 
($3 US, $5 oulslde US) 
TX residents add B.25% tax 
COD, VISA I MC welcome 
OUlslde US orders: No personal checks PO BOX 741206 

Houston TX 77274-1206 
NeoOe.k 3.0 (c) Gnbnlt Softwere. UIS III (c) MO Software. 



at least 50 times before gaining enough abilities to approach 
survivability status, but a painless "reset" feature erases your 
latest mistake. 

Vapid's Keep has a total of six levels, although I've not 
yet seen levels five or six. The game uses an overhead point of 
view which works very well. Although the graphics are aver
age, they are updated with incredible speed. All monsters have 
animated attacks and some even insult you while they fight. 

Vapid's Keep can be played alone or with someone else. 
'!\vo player mode is highly recommended and more enjoyable. 
Editable macros will do some of your more monotonous tasks 

STeno 
ST, STe, TT • A text editor in a desk accessory? Yes, it's been 
done, but STeno offers a loL Cut and paste, search-and-re
place, auto wrapping, "live" and manual reformatting of text, 
pIinter control including pagination and page headers, and 
more. Screen font size is selectable, allowing screenfuls of su
per-tiny text, a 9-point size that allows 40 lines on the screen 
(my favoIite in monochrome), normal, and large sizes that may 
be suitable for sight-impaired users. STeno has its own GEM
like drop menus within its window. Online help for the ad
vanced functions is also available from the menu bar. 

The formatting functions are particularly useful. As in 
WordWIiter, Function 10 reformats a paragraph-but in STeno, 
it will follow the indentation of the second line in the paragraph, 
making varying the margins virtually thought -free. And since 
STeno works in "pure ASCll" , formatted ASCll documents (with 
hard returns on every line) will obey the reformat command just 
as though they were return-free. (If you understood what that 
meant, you probably need the function and are ordeIing STeno 
now. If not, read this again next year.) 

Pac-Land 
Lynx • Anyone remember the Pac-Man cartoon from the early 
'80s? Yes, before Nintendo, the world's most famous video game 
star had his own television show. Though the show is gone, it 
inspired Namco's arcade Pac-Land video game, now available for 
the Atan Lynx. Pac-Land has nothing to do with mazes and 
dots-you are Pac-Man, who must run and jump across the 
towns, forests, and deserts of Pac-Land, dodging ghosts and 
staying allve to return a lost fairy to her home. 

Despite the silly storyline, Pac-Land is not an easy game. 
There are five "tIips· to be completed, spread over 20 levels. 
Along the way, you must dodge the ghosts who chase in cars, 
busses, airplanes, and pogo sticks. On your side, Pac-Man can 
eat energizers to chase the ghosts. Also throughout the game 
are hidden fruit, bonuses, and accessories to be found, each of 

RE:Vie4 

very quickly. There is even modem support for remote players, 
but even at 2400 baud, Vapid's Keep seems to crawl. Other
wise, it's remarkably fast and fun. 

HERO!: Vapid's Keep comes on two double sided dis
kettes but may be run from a hard drive. You'll need a color 
monitor and at least 1 FULL megabyte of memory (absolutely 
NO auto or desk accessory programs!). Copy protection is via 
a key word from the manual when you first start the game. 
Vapid's Keep retails for $39.95. PAL Publishing. 5415 E. Wash
ington, Fresno, CA 93727, 209-456-1668. -Brian Eliassen 

Gribnif Software (the NeoDesk folks) have picked up dis
tIibution and development of several previously available pro
grams, including CardFile, STalker, and STeno. The last two 
were products of Strata Software, programmed by EIic 
Rosenquist of Canada. GIibnif has worked to update the pro
grams, and has released STeno as a stand-alone desk acces
sory. It used to come bundled with STalker, a desk accessory 
terminal program. STeno can communicate with STalker to 
swap text blocks, etc., as well as to become a capture buffer 
and/ or type ahead buffer. 

With the exception of a spell checker, STeno is nearly a 
completr' word processor. You can even install several copies of 
STeno aJ additional desk accessories and operate on several 
documents at once. STeno will also work as a normal program 
rather than an accessory if you like. Buffer size is adjustable 
from 32K up to a full MEG! 

Use of STeno is easy, fast, and very rational. I use it 
every day. Get it. $29.95, Gribnif Software, P.O. Box 350, 
Hadley, MA 01035, phone 800-284-4742. -John Nagy 

which help you survive and gain pOints while you try to beat 
the clock. 

While Pac-Land is an engrossing "run and jump" game, 
it's not as complex nor as challenging as some other titles in 
this genre. AppropIiately, the graphics on Pac-Land are cute 
and cartooney. Pac-Man looks fIiendly, while the ghosts are 
silly and amusing, and other items have bright colors and 
simple designs. The background music is from the original 
cartoon show, and other sounds come from various game ac
tions, but it's all about average for the Lynx. 

Pac-Land is a simple but fairly challenging action game. 
The cute atmosphere masks hidden surprises, and the game 
requires attention to beat. Veteran players may breeze through 
this title, but for others, a tIip to Pac-Land is worth consider
ing. Atari Corp., for the Atari Lynx, $34.95. -Robert Jung • 
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• FEATURE 

Atari DTP for a Living ... 
... PROFESSIONA L STEVE BLACKBURN SAYS "JUST DO ITI" 

• Dasktop publishing aa 11 business at home sounds 

like a lot of fun doesn't It? It lsi I onJoy watching the 

pages come out of my printer more thon I Clln explain. 

As a professional photographer, I get that sarno 

feeling of creation from watching my Imagos dovelop 

Into what they sre to be. But 8slde from the fun 

aspect, there's that less exciting thing called "making 

a living." It gets more complicated at this point, 

because you have to decide whether you want to 

create for fun, or to eorn an Incomo from your work. 

Creating income in any business boils down to a few basic 
principals. First, you must be efficient in what you do. It's 
also important to know your equipment, understand the mar
ketplace, and create a profit that exceeds your expenses. These, 
plus a little luck, are the requirements of survival in the real 
world. 

To simplify our discussion on Desktop publishing, lets 
break It down to three differ-

like to be somewhere down the road. This ts where computers like 
the TT, High-end Macs, and those Star-Wars types of workstations 
come into the picture, flatbed scanners are used for ·position only", 
and Unotypes provide the output. The people that use this array 
of equipment usually have the clients to pay the freight. They'll in
clude Ford Motor Co., General Electric, and other heavy hitters. 

There Is nothing wrong with being in any of the categories, 
but I'm going to talk about being in the middle ground. It's prob· 
ably where most of us will spend a great deal of time, If not our 
whole DTP careers. 

ORGANIZE! 

adve.rtising nla.ke YOiltday? 
ent categories. 

The low end. This is 
where most people are when 
it comes to DTP. They have a 
computer, sume software that 
lets them put pretty pictures 
next to some text, and they 
have a dot matrix printer. 
Most of their work is done for 
friends, their clubs, their 
church, or possibly for use in 
their own business in a dif
ferent field. They're lucky If 
they ever get paid, but It 
seems worth the effort for the 
creative aspects-and It feels 
like it could grow into some· 
thing. 

You'll need to spend lots of time and energy acquiring equipment 
and software, learning to use It, and studying the work of others 
in the field. You're then find that you'll spend even more time try
ing to find people who are willing to pay you for your work. You 
must look and act as a professional, and be organized in your pre· 
sentation. It doesn't matter how laid back or un-organized they 
look, they're expecting you to provide the professional finish that 
they can't do themsetves, and they'll be judging your worth on more 
than your output. You need answers to their questions, and you'll 
need to propose ideas that they haven't even imagined. 
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Steve BJackbu'rn 

Middle ground, where 
the semi-serious reside. The 
equipment is more advanced, 
their skills have improved, 
maybe they have a hand 
scanner, a laser printer, and 
Calamus, Pagestream, Easy 
Draw, etc. And they may 
make some money at what 
they do-it's a potential busi

ness. Much of their work done is for clients that don't want, 
don't need, or can't afford an advertising agency to promote 
their product or create their printed materials. While most of 
these middle-grounders still have another unrelated job, the 
income from the DTP is at least paying for part of the hobby, 
and maybe lots more. 

Then there is the high ground, where some of us might 
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Print out samples of the different fonts you have available, 
catalog your graphic images with a program like IMGCAT from 
Wizworks, and have a structured price list that you can draw on 
for estimates of their costs. Have samples ready for clients to look 
at-it helps the creative process along. Create templates from these 
samples, as you don't want to recreate the wheel for every new 
project you encounter. 

'nle STITT has the ability to emulate and incorporate infor· 
mation from different types of computers. Unless your client is 
paying you to create the text they need, you can save yourself an 
enormous amount of time and brain cells by letting them create 
the Initial version of the words that go into the work, and provide 
this information on disk. If they have a modem and you have the 
proper software, you can transmit the info directly to your com· 
puter. With a FAX machine or FAX modem, you can return proof 
copies for their approval. 

FINDING YOUR NICHE 

Concentrating your energies in certain areas can make it easier for 
you to approach new clients and gain work. Pick 4-5 different 
types of businesses and create sets of sample materials that they 
might be able to use in their business. Real Estate brokers need 
sheets that explain the different properties they have for sale; res· 
taurants need flyers and menus; manufacturers want catalog 
sheets, price lists, and packaging materials such as owners manu· 
als, instruction manuals and even those ever-present "Inspected by 
#34" stickers that no one ever believes. These are just a few ex
amples of what is needed out there. Absolutely everything you see 
in print had to be laid out by someone I 

Small companies are a good bet, since they often don't have 
the time, equipment or ability to organize the printed materials 
they need. Larger companies can provide a good quantity of busi· 



ness for you, but it's often difficult to find the right person to 
talk to. Hanging flyers, shaking hands, and knocking on doors 
are other ways to promote yourself. 

There are enough different companies that need similar 
items to allow you to use templates and graphics over and over. 
Once you've done a few jobs, you'll have a base of templates 
that will enable you to' increase your productivtty and profits. 
The important thing to do is to find areas that you can go af
ter time and time again. This will be your bread and butter 
work, something to keep the income stable. Creativtty can and 
will take a back seat here, but the profits will rise. 

FINDING A PRINTER 

If you'll be delivering the fmal product to your customer, you 
are going to want a good relationship with your printing 
sources. For many of your jobs, high end copy centers using 
Xerox, Kodak and other equipment provtde outstanding quality 
at very low prices for small nms. You can buy your own pa
per to give yourself control over the look of the finished prod
uct. Many copy shops collate, fold, staple and make your cof
fee at the same time, savtng you hours of finishing work. 

PRICING 

PrIcing your work is one of the hardest areas to cover. Most of 
us underestimate our work's value to others, especially when 
we feel like we're 'havtng fun with it anyway." Talk to print 
shops to get an idea on what they charge for servtces. You 
need to be competitive, but you can charge quite a bit more if 
your are really creating something special. This is why havtng 
a price list for your servtces and being efficient in the produc
tion are so important. After all, the Idea is to earn a livtng isn't 
it? The reason that many business ventures fail is that they 
take too long or spent too much money prodUCing the fUJished 
product. The same goes with DTP. You can have all the equip
ment in the world at your fingertips, but if you can't use it (and 
your time) effectively and efficiently, you'll fail. You can't spend 
six hours on a piece of work if you're only making $35 for the 
whole thing. Add a couple of hours for travel and chitchat with 
the client, and you've made far less than minimum wage. 

FUN BECOMES WOR K 

Desktop Publishing can be lots of fun. And if fun is what you 
want, Atari has provtded you an ideal product for a reasonable 
cost. But if partial or full time employment doing DTP are your 
objectives, you've got to take a serious look at what you've got 
to accomplish. For most of us, that's a lot of high volume, fast 
turn-around Jobs. You must be efficient In your procedures, 
and you have to talk to a lot of people. You can make money 
with your DTP skills and equipment, but it's not easy to make 
it pay well. And it's up to you and how you tackle things to 
see to it that the fun stays when the work begins. 

Some jobs are pretty straightforward. I did a menu for 
a restaurant that was Just a reproduction of their prior menu 
with some price changes and a few additions to their offerings. 

It was still a lot of work entering the data, formatting it, and 
printing out the masters, but it was simple labor. An hourly 
charge was approrlate and profitable. But you just can't charge 
people what you are worth all of the time-you'll have more time 
than work. That's when the challenge of creativtty becomes its 
own reward. 

Consider my work for a grass-roots organization that 
needed flyers to rally their neighbors In an effort to save 350 
homes in a struggle with a 
school board. The copy they .r-------------.,....--....."..---, 
gave me was filled with per
sonal' attacks. I had to edit 
their copy In a way that 
wouldn't send anyone to jail, 
but still satisfied the needs 
and emotions of the group. It 
took a lot of time. But it paid 
some, it helped a lot of people, 
and it was a new challenge. 

Compare that to a ••.. ". ,.,1. ".:' 
project for a guy that was 
opening up his own shop re
pairing BMWs, Mercedes, and 
other expensive cars. He 
wanted an estimate/sales re
ceipt form, a half page flyer, 
and a business card, each de
Signed in a way to attract and 
impress high-end clients. I 
had to design the receipt/ esti
mate form from scratch. For 
the flyer and the business 
card, I had to create some
thing using Calamus and 
Outline ·Art that would be 
nice to look at. I made $75 
for about 10 hours of work. 
That's about a third of what I 
would make In my current profession as a photographer. But 
I was being creative, havtng fun, and making a form template 
that could be used again for another client. Making this balance 
of Income and personal expression work can make or break 
your career In DTP. Good Luckl -Steve Blackburn • 

• Sieve 8 1 ckburn has made his living as a 

professional photographer for the last 115 years . from 

weddings and portraits to fa hlon nd product 

photography. II h sn'l alw ys been pretty, but he's 

paid his bills with the work (or so he says) . Dosktop 

publishing Is anoth t extonslon Qf his flort to remain 

financially Indo pendent nd to b e b l to creale In the 

proc 9 9 . 
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~~.$14.95 
·PCflVPJUUPPlY&.CABLE EXTRA PEN SETS 
PAPER $3,95 ROLL COLOR $3.98 BLACK $.89 

FREE SOFTWARE 
WITH PURCHASE OF 810 OR 1050 DRIVE 

CBS Fractions 
Summer Games 

• 

Alien Amwsh 

BASIC CARfRIDGE 
Bl!AMRIDER 

~ 
a..AlM .IUMH!R 
DBPENDIlR 
DEWXE INVADIlRS 
DEMON K1TACK (400,800) 
DONKl!Y KOKi (no boll) 

fj..~~~ 
GCRF (400,800) 
JOURNEY TO tHI! PLANETS 
MATHE~ 
MlSSLE <XNMAND (no boll) 
MOI'm"ER MAZE 
W.C MAN (no box) 
SPACE INVADIlRS 
STAR RAIDIlRS 
ZCMlRAKiER 
UNKlNGWGIC 
LOGIC LEVELS 
MI!MORY MANCR 
DECATHALON 
H.E.R.Q 
KABOOMI 
I'fJ"R\LL 
Q-BERT 
RNERRAID 
DlGOUG 
ro<JI1IALL 
MlLLIPIlDI! 
SKY 

ATARI SSSD $99,00 
ATARI 1050· SSED $149.00 
COMPLETE WITH: POWER SUPPLY 

110 CABLE, DOS WI MANUAl.. 
• RECONDITIONED - RJl. nrn 800IXL/XE 

$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 
$8.95 
$8.95 
$8.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 

ARCHON $19.95 
BALLBLAZER $19.95 
BATTLEZONE $19.95 
BLUE MAX $19.95 
OIOPLIFTI!R $19.95 
DAVID'S MIDNIGHT MAGIC $19.95 
DFSERT R\LCON $19.95 
DONKEY KOKi JR. $19.95 
FIGHT NIGHT $19.95 
FINAL UlGACY $19.95 
FUGHT SIMUlA'fl:R U $19.95 
HARDBALL $19.95 
RINGLE HUNT $19.95 
KARATEKA $19.95 
MOON W.TROL $19.95 
NECRCldANCER $19.95 
ONE ON ONE BASKETBALL $19.95 
RESCUE ON FRAC1l\LUS $19.95 
STAR RAIDIlRS " $19.95 
TENNIS $19.95 
ACE 01' ACES $24.95 
BARNYARD BLASTER (LG) $24.95 
DARK rnAMBERS $24.95 
GATO $24.95 
MARIO BROffTERS $24.95 
AlRBALL $29.95 
DARK CHAMBERS $29.95 
IlAGLFS NEST $29.95 
SUMMERGAMFS $29.95 
ATARIWRITER (Won! Proce...,Jj $49.95 
ATARlWRITER 80 (80 COL. WP) $49.95 

Item Each Doz Lot 
1200XL Compu1l:r Board $9.95 $5.00ea .IJlr!llnll 

1200XL Keyboard $14.95 $8.00ea 

6SXE Case (New) $9.95 $4.00ea 

6SXE Keyboard (New) $29.95 $18.00ea 

800 Rom-Ram 16K-Cpu $9.95 $6.00ea 
810 Side Board $14.95 $9.95ea 
810 Rear Board (Power) $14.95 $9.95ea 

810 MPI Mech (New) $9.95 $3.00ea 
RF Switch Box $2.95 $lOOea 

<XlMPOSITE TV TUNER W/ 
RI!MUI1l 

POWERPLAYER 10YSfICK 
IlPYX 50mo JOYSTICK 
ATARI SX212 MCOI!M 
1027 PRINTER RIBIION 
1025 PRINfER RlB8ON" 
Xl!P80 "80 column device 

- - BOOKS - -

$79.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 

$29.95 
$5.95 
$4.95 

$79.95 

THE DES!; 
LIGHT GUN 

De Ro AThRJ BOOK $7.95 
DOS 2.5 W/ MANUAL $4.95 
TEat REP. MANUAL $9.95 
810 FIELD SERVICE MANU\L $9.95 
PILOT PROGRAMMIKi BOOK $9.95 

FOR YOUR 800/XL/XE 

$35 NOW IS 

ONLY! 

AUENAMBUSH $4.95 CASTIll WOLFIlNSfEIN 
BANDITS (48K 400,800) $4.95 F-15 S1lUKE EAGLE 
CONFLICT IN vmrNAM $4.95 HEY DIDDLE DlDDUl 
CRUSADilIN EUROPE $4.95 NINJA 
CRYSTAL RAIDERS $4.95 SlUlNT SERVICE 
DAVID,S MIDNIGHT MAGIC $4.95 1U' GUNNER <XllLECfION 
DEOSION IN THE DIlSERT $4.95 (3 GAMES) 
DISPATCH RIDIlR $4.95 BOOKKEEPER (Satw .... Only) 
DROPZONE $4.95 BLOCKABOO (8-BIT TETRlse) 
HALLEY PATROL $4.95 THE NEWSROCM(10SO~K) 
KENNEDY AI'PROArn $4.95 BOOKKEEPER 
MISSION ASTEROID $4.95 W/ Numeric Koyplll 
SECRET MISSION $4.95 MICKEY IN THE GREAT 
SPIDI'.R MAN $4.95 OU11JO<Jl.S 
SOLAR STAR $4.95 
SUMMER GAMFS $4.95 

Cartridge Games 

Electrocop 34.95 
Robo-SlIua s h 34.95 

~&~~rBlasters 
Rampage 

ttaf~~~~kan 
Add-On's 

Chip ' s Challange 34.95 
Zalor Mercenary 34. 95 

$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 

$9.95 
$5.95 

$14.95 
$14.95 

$9.95 

$29.95 

1
39. 95 
39. 95 
39. 95 
39.95 
39.95 

Gates of Zendocon 134.95 

Xenophobe 34.95 
BI ue Li.ghtning 34.95 
Slime World 34. 95 
Gauntlet III 39. 95 

Sun Visor/Guard \4.95 
Spa r~ AC Ada ptor 9.95 
Small Hip Pouch 14.95 

Klax 39.95 
BI ockout (new) 39.95 

Car Power Adaptor 14.95 
Large Travel Case 19.95 

Built In: Lotus Comp. Spread Sheet, 
Appointment Calendar wI 
Alarms Text Proces8IX The Size or • Video Culdtc 

1:~'D:~~atib~~UJaIa", Only $249 
~ Leatht:rCase $29.95 PCCardDrivo $89.95 = Prin1edXfer Intmface $49.95 RamCanl64K $99.95 
~ Seriallnt.rfaco $69.95 RamCanI U8K $149.95 
~ RamCanI 32K $39.95 Mac Serial CalU $29.95 
c::::::::> Dos UtiJiIiIes $79.95 An"""" Card $79.95 
~ The Oudwrilor $149.95 Stock. (G~ $79.95 
:;;;;;c The Tirmkoepor $99.95 PI!uo (Do~ $99.95 



Goidrunner 11 Reduced $9.95 
Hit Disk 

Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 C.O,Il's are $10.00 

Golden Path" 
Tracker" 

99t 
$1.95 
$4.95 
$4.95 

Renegade+ 
Sentry 

Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 

(4 Games) 
Hyperdrome 
I Ludicrus 
Impossible
Mission 11 
Karateka 
Overlord 

Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 

ON ALL GROUND ORDERS IN THE 

1st Word 
StarGlidert 
All Aboard 
BoBo 
C",.h Garrett 
Starquake 
Swiftar 
Alcon 
Arkanoid+ 
Battleship 
Boulder Dash 

Construe. 
Bubble 

Bobble+ 
Championship 

Wrestling 
DevonAire 
Final Assault 
Karate 
Metrocross 
Quadralien 

NEW $4.95 
NEW $4.95 
NEW $4.95 
NEW $4.95 
NEW $4.95 

Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 

Reduced $4.95 

Reduced $4.95 

Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 
Reduced $4.95 

Space Station 
Oblivion Reduced $4.95 

Soccer Reduced $4.95 
Tetra Quest Reduced $4.95 
Zero Gravity Reduced $4.95 
Advanced Art Studio $9.95 
Dive Bomber $9.95 
Jinxter $9.95 
Knight Ore $9.95 
Operation Clean Streets $9.95 
The Pawn $9.95 
flue of Rage Reduced $9.95 
California 

Games 
Data Trieve 
Death Sword 
Downhill 

Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 

Challenge Reduced $9.95 
foundations 

Waste 
The Games 

(Winter) 

Reduced $9.95 

(WW1I) 
Paint Pro 
Phantasm 
Questron II 
Starray 
Sub Battle 
Techno-Cop 
Tower Toppler 
Warship 
Winter Games 
World Games 
Zynaps 
Dragons eX 

Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 
Reduced $9.95 

Flame Reduced $14.95 
Prime Time 

TV+ Reduced $14.95 
Rambo ill Reduced $14.95 
Typhoon Tompson $19.95 
Art & Film Di=tor $19.95 

!i.llil,;il;lilll:I,·:·llill:::::~~:::··:·:': 

rQ5J~~$54 Each 
XUXE (xpt UOOXL) $19.95 
800-l200XL-400-810-1050 $9.95 
2600-5200 $4.95 
7800 $4.95 
520ST (xpt PM) $39.95 
ST354-SF314 (5-lin) $19.95 
1027 $U.95 

AT SPEED C-16 
ATSPEED · 

u.s. •• 

PC SPEED 
SUPERCHARGERlMEG 
SPECTREGCR 
MAC ROMS 128K 

MONITOR 
SM124 
SJC1224 
SC1435 (Stereo -14") 

:._:;.::~II;III'AiII::';",,:·:.:.·!.::;.:i:::::·;:'::'·:"i:. · . : :., 

.... {~~~ D,r,Jf/ 
~~f~~'~~} 
~'''Ili.Ci!mfi1: 
.:z~JfjQ~J1J:~ .. 
,,~ $l!A'~3Il<t" 
520STE 
1040STE 

JRI SIMM Upgrade 1I2/4Meg 
DVT Hard Drive Backup (For VCR) 
Z-Keys mM Keyboard Interface 

$9.95 
$9.95 
$9.95 

FREE! 
$3.95 

Mega 1 STE 16Mhz 
Mega 2 STE 16Mhz w/SOMB 
Mega 4 STE 16Mhz w/SOMB $1499 SAN JOSE COMPUTER 
TT030 32Mhz w/SOMB $CALL 
Stacy 2 w/20MB HD $1399 

Only $29.95 With Every ST Purcha.~e! 
Space Station Oblivion, lBt Wocd, Sub Battle, Death 

Swocd, Battle Ship, Champ. Wrestling, Dive 
Bomber, Final Assault, Metrocr088, Wocld Games, 

Impossible Mission, Tower Toppler, Sentry, 
Starglidec, The Pawn, Advanced Art Studio 

~:~~~ $49 Velcro TIe-oown 
Handle & Shoulder 

SlnIp 

THE ATA R SC:::>U RCE 
1278 ALMA COURT. SAN JOSE, CA 95112 

STORE (408) 995-5080 • FAX ORDERS (408) 995-5083 

.. SHIPPING: AOO $5.00 RJR PRIlB\JD ORDIlRS, CR $10.00 RJR C'(J) CRDIlRS. AIR AND INTIlRNATIONAL 
SHIJ'I'IKi IlXTRA. NO COD RJR INTIlRNATIONAL ORDIlRS 

I'REB\YMEN1! USIl VISA, MASTIlRCARD, MONEY CRDIlR, CASHIER'S CHIlCK OR PIlRSONAL arnCK. 
PIlRSONAL CHIlex MUIT CLEAR PRlCR TO SHIPMEN!: C.O.D.: CASH, CASHIER'S OffiCK CR M.Q ONLY 

WARRANTY: 90 DAY WARRANfY ON ALL ITEMS. TAX: CALIfUl.NlA RESIDIlNTS ADD 8.25% SALES TAX 

Prices subject to ~ wilhoot notice. 

Brand andbr product names are InIdemarks <r ~md InIdemarks of tMir n:spcctivc holden. 

Ad produced OD an A1l\RI Sf using CALAMUS and prum.! m an A1l\RJ SLM804 PostScript compatihle la&er prioll!t 
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• Custom applications to 

aid a business venture 

are simple to program on 

the Atari 8-bit computers 

using the built-in BASIC 

programming language. 

Many owners have found 

it easy, educational, and 

fun to create a several

line program that creates 

a printed form or takes in 

customer data. The Atari, 

with it's huge range of 

colo r and graphic modes, 

is often used to generate 

advertising TV screens for 

in-store demos ("SALE: 

ONLY $29.99 TODAYI"). 

Similarly, in -house cable 

T V systems in apartment 

complexes or motels can 

use the easy and cheap 

8-bit computers to present 

fixed or scrolling 

info rmation screens for 

the resident's 

convenience. 

• Chuck Steinman is one 

of the more verbal 

promoters of the 8-bit 

cause. In addition to 

writing for several Atari 

reiated magazines, he 

also helps SysOp the 8-

bit section on GEnie, and 

develops products said by 

DataQue. He can be 

contacted on GEnie and 

Deiph; at username 

DATAQUE, o r 

Compuserve PPN: 

71777,3223. 
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Big Business I Little Business 
.... BUSINESS USES FOR YOUR 8-BIT .. ? YOU BETI 

Big is better, right? Well, as an Atari Classic user, you know 
that's not always true. And business is just another area where 
the 8-bit AtaIi can and does make itself at home-if we let it. 

Famous books and screenplays have been written en
tirely on an AtaIi 800. An attorney friend of mine used his XL 
and an Atari 1027 printer for over a year as his exclusive sys
tem for preparation of Court filings and briefs. And countless 
small and home businesses use 8-bit systems to easily and 
cheaply generate labels for mass mailings every month. 

. Now, it's just as true that fewer people are using the 
small systems and more are using STs and PC's to do these 
things-but that is, in some cases, Simply because they have a 
different machine now and not because of some inherent weak
ness of the 800/XL/XE system. For those of us on budgets or 
just those of us who know what we really need, the 8-bit sys
tems remain a perfect answer. 

While the classic Atali 8-bit computer systems are writ
ten off by many as 'game machines,' there are quite-a-few pro
fessional quality business applications available for the ma
chines. 

One of the most popular applications for the Atari 8-bit 
is telecommunication. Shareware and PO files can be down
loaded from bulletin boards and commercial services such as 
GEnie, Delphi, and Compuserve by using a terminal program 
and modem. Two of the most popular shareware terminal pro
grams for the 8-bit are BobTerm by Bob Puff, and Express by 
Keith Ledbetter. (8-bit T~lecommunication was featured in the 
July '91 issue of AtariUser.) 

A BBS system is not typically thought of as a business 
application-but it can be an effective one. Especially if you 
run a computer-related business, having an online information 
exchange system can be a huge asset for your customers. An 
online catalog and ordering system can as easily originate from 
an 8-blt Atari as a more expensive unit, and the results are 
identical. 

Another popular use for the 8-blt has been database 
management. A program called MicroFiler by Black Moon Sys
tems ($22.50) allows you to not only store and retrieve data, 
but also search and sort the information in various records. In
formation in the database can be printed in any format, includ
ing mailing labels . A similar program available from Royal 
Software ($35.95) is called Super Mailer Plus-it's menu driven, 
has help screens, and can support up to four single or double 
density disk drives. 
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Any classic user with a printer can use a word proces
sor. Whether it's sending a letter to your state representatives, 
or a note to a mend, doing it on a computer will allow profes
sionallooking results every time. Being able to correct typos 
and move text within a document is so easy you will wonder 
why it was done any other way. In fact, word processing is the 
# 1 use of personal computers in or out of the workplace. While 
the 8-bit Atali has some limits on display (the 40 column 
screen makes it more work to visualize the finished wide prod
uct), many quality tvord processors for the 8-blt AtaIi do fea

. ture work-arounds to preview the actual document. My favor
�te word processor is the cartridge based AtaIiWriter from Atarl, 
which sells for $39.95. An outstanding shareware word pro
cessor is T extPro. 

For complex mathematical calculations of many vari
ables, a spreadsheet's the answer, and the 8-bit Atali has sev
eral to choose from. Spreadsheets allow you to make calcula
tions on tables of data, and easily change the formulas, data, 
and the way that data's presented. The original spreadsheet 
was Visicalc from Visicorp and was introduced on the Apple II , 
and later ported to the Atali and IBM systems. Visicalc is 
available for under $25.00 from several sources. TruboCalc 
from Dataque priced at $20.00 is a similar program, except it 
is on cartridge and will work with any DOS and disk drive sys
tem. Speed Calc is available in the public domain and is ad
equate for many spreadsheet uses. 

Many of us also use spreadsheets just to easily make 
tables-the adjustable grid makes it simple to make tabular 
lists, and to move and add data as it changes. Used this way, 
it's also possible to make a spreadsheet solve some simple da
tabase needs as well . 

The Bookkeeper from AtaIi is a general ledger program 
including modules for Income, Expenses, Invoices, and a gen
eral Journal. This package also includes a numeric keypad to 
simplify entry of numbers. For small business management, 
this is an excellent system at a cost of under $201 

Most of the programs listed above are available from 
B&C ComputerVisions, 3257 Kifer Rd, Santa Clara CA 95051. 
They accept personal checks, MC, VISA, and offer COD ship
ments. Their phone number is (408) 749-1003. 

TurboCaic is available from DataQue Software, P.O.Box 
134, Ontario OH 44862 for $20.00 and $4.00 for postage and 
handling. DataQue accepts personal checks, and money orders. 
-Chuck Steinman • 



BRE Software 
Public Domain/Shareware " 

Special : I Largest Selection 
Any 10 Disks Irom this ad • We 've been compiling our Public 

. I Domain Library for over 5 years. We 
___ ~~9:9_5 __ ~oo<I_lh,,:I2I:"9_1 currently have over 1300 Public Domain 

I Disks, and are adding more all the time. 
To Order: (800) 347-6760 
Order Line Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 AM-5 :00 PM, Sat. 10:00 AM-3:00 PM Pacific Time 
Customer Service/Order Status/Inquiries/Canada Orders: (209) 432-3072 

FREE Catalog with any order I L ________ _ 

Public Domain/Shareware Software Ne w Book! 
Over 1300 Disks Available for the Atari ST 

Utilities, Games, MIDI, Applications, Music, 
Graphics, Educational , Clip Art and much more. 

Atari ST Topics 
Wnllen in lhe same formal as 

earlier besl selling volumes. I~.I~I~~' 
Includes: Connect ing musical 
inslrumenls 10 Iho. MIDI ports, 

. Games 
'596· Quick Draw V1.0 . Piclionary drawing game 

ST Reverse V1.0 . Olhello Iype game (Color) 
1769· &.\ler Breakout (Mono Only) 
'957· Myslic Mirror: Adv. Game Similar 10 Dungeon 

Masler. 2 Players (Color) 
'960 . Wheel of.Fortune V3.0 (Color) 

Stellar Startighler . Shoot'em Up 
'962 . Space War V1.0 . The Classc Space 

Shoot'em Up for 2 Players (Color Only) 
'963 . Go Up V1.0 : Lode Runner Clone 

wlEdilor (Mono Only) 
'993 . Monocl7rome Games 

Man Pac - Pac Man Clone 
Columns· T elris Clone 

'1040· Sonry V1.8 . Jusllike Ihe board 
game. For 2·4 players. (Color Only) 
Valgus V2.0 . Telris clone for 1 or 2 
players simultaneously. (Color Only) 

11180· Hac Man 2· ProfeSSonal qualily Pac Man 
Clone. (Colorl l Meg RAM/DBL) 

'1202· Hero Vapid's Keep Demo (Color Only) 
'1220· Telris· lor 2 players simullaneously 

Besl version on Ihe ST so for! 
'1222 . MORIA· Single player dungeon simulalion 

(1 Meg RAM/DBL) 
'1258· lIamalron Vl.0 . Arcade game (1 Meg) 

For Dungeon Master 
'511· Maps for Levels 1·7 
'512· Explicil ~nls and Characler Sel on 

Ihe leve above Chaos wilh Ihe 
besl equipmenl saleclion. 

'590· Game Disk Organizer 
Saved game Ii Ie of characters with a 
Fireslaff weapon. 

'720 · Maps for Levels 8·14 

For Chaos Strikes Back 
'898· Maps for Levels 1·10 
'899· Walk Ihru of opening level. Dragon 

lair port rails. 5 Fanlasy and 3 Sci Fi 
character portraits. Prison Ust. 
Spells and Polions lisl and more! 

'9971998 . Maps for l evels 5 & 3 
'1015· Carlogtapher Demo 

Maps out or Edil your Dungeon 
Master or Chaos Strikes Back Saved 
Games. Demo fully functional on 
levels 1 & 2. (1 Meg RAM) 

Utlltlies 
'399· Degas/Degas Elile Prinler Drivers 
#4001800 . 3 112' Disk labeling Programs 
'443· Inlersecl RAM Baby. Amortizalion 
'514· Monochrome Emulalor V3.0 . Run Mono 

programs on Color monitors 
'688186611126· H.P. Deskjelilase~el Utililies 
'768193811165· NeoDesk Icons 
'80 I . Label Printing Progtams 

Casselle Label Maker, label and Envelope 
Printer and more. 

#829 . Vanlenn V3.8 . Shareware lenninal program 
' 888 . Alan ST SlJbjects (Book) Programs 
'938 · NeoDesk Icons, Recoverable Trashcan VI.2 

Q~ck NeoDesk INF Loader, NeoDesk Canvas 
#9401941·!JIserBrain Vl .31 . Epson 

Emulalor for Ala ri SlM804 laser 
Printer. (Mono OnlyIDBL) 
Addil ional Fonls on #1001·1003 

'950 . 24 Pin Prinler Emul.lor . Wrillen for 
printers without a leller quality mode. 
Oeskjel Oisk labeling Program 
Menu Master - Set up menus to auto load 

programs on your own disks. 
#951· DC Show II VI.1, Head Start Vl .l . Uttle 

Green lIem Selector VI.6C 
#952 . Address labeler V2.0 • Creale. Prinl and 

Store address labels 
'988· Fasl Copy III , NX·l000 Sel l.\> 

H.P. Deskiel Print Utilily Vl.4 
'991 . label Prinling for H.P. Deskje~ & Avery 5260 

labels, Desklop Fonnaller. Disk Seclor Edil. 
'1008· fCONOESK · Sel up dillerenllooking icons 
'103811039· DC Deskfop Icons 
#1041 . ST Dala Handler V3.0 . Simple. mousa 

driven data base program. 
#113011332· Double Click Utililies· Disk full of 

#1330· Recycle Book, Shalom, Tiempo 2.0 

Applications 
#8101811· SHEET V2.5P· Shareware Spreadsheet. 
'965 . Checkbook V1.09, Almanac (Color) 
#989 . Papeness Accounlanl 
'1250· Wrile On V1.1e Demo (1 MegIDBUMono) 
#1292 . Calender V5.3 Accessory 

New Version of ST Writer! 
'1299· ST Writer V4.3 ·Simple easy 10 use word 

processor wilh exlensive documentalion on 
disk. H.P. Deskiel Driver included. 

#1305· Gramslam Grammer Checker V3.20 
' 1306· Hypenink V1.51 Demo (1 Meg/DBL) 
#1319· GFA Basic V2.0 . Now in Public Domain 

handy utililies lrom Double Click Utilities. 
#1174 . Address/labeling Programs 
#11751 11761 1177· Programming in Assembly (DBl) 
#1209· German 10 English lranslalor. STE Fix Children's Programs 
#1214· GFA Basic Programs/Fi les All Children'S Programs Require a Color Monilor 

MIDI keybo ard s. MfDIIf'i~."'''. 
sequencing, n 030 & Mega 
STE, Modems. lasl,r Printers, 
T e l aco m muni c a ti ons 
software. CompuSelVe. GEnie 
& BBS's, Using a null dem 
10 Iransfer files bel \\l ijen 
computers, PO & Shar6 '1\.t l re 
software and more. 

$16.95 

#1253· Diamond Back II V2 .25 Demo #551· Kid Shapes For ages 2·8 
#1300/ 1301· Alan ST TopiCs (Book) Programs '552· Kid Shapes Plus For ages 8 & up. A ta ri ST Sub)' eets I 
#1310· Virus Killer Programs #667· Benjamin's ABC's 
#1322· KAOS DESK · GEM Desklop Replacemenl Teaches young children lhe lellers of Ihe Topics cov~r~ include: Ha~ Drives. • 

Icon Editor Included alphabet wilh digilized speech. (DBl) ~i~;~~~O~ery. c~~na:ii~s: 5 ~~:~i~t . 

Bible on Disk #699· Kid Add.,· Uses pictures 10 leach addilion ~1~r~~:~JII~ngY.~naryr °w;'~~~~~i . . __ . . . 
Kid Color· Leaming game for 3·7 year aids 

King James Version (8 Oouble Sided Disks) $24.95 Kid Story V/.4. A silly version of lhe Uttle g~:,'~~~:~~r:roblems. Escape : ':";-: .. 

Deskto'P Publishinn Red Riding Hood. Allows children 10 creale . $16.95 
~ a story. . 

'500/600 · Publishing Partner Fonls '920· Simply Malh, Picture Puzzler 
#737· Calamus VI.09 Demo· Fully functional '982· Body Shop: Human Analomy Tutor ST Xform.er Packa ae 

excepl for Save (Monoff Meg RAM/DBL) ' 1172 . Malh Circus, Malh Quiz Vl.0 & more & 
#75817591994. Calamus Fonls The ST Xlonner allows you 10 run 8 bil programs on 
#895· PageSiream V1.8 Demo (DBL) PdntMaster Utilities/Graphics your ST . Includes cable. manual, and Iwo versions of 
'935 . Oesklop Publishing Uiilities '3931394153317731774 . Addilional Graphics for Ihe software. Wilh Ihe Xlonner cable, you can run 8 bil 

Convert 10 .lMG Vl.20 . Converts Degas, use wilh PnnlMasler Plus (5 Disks in all) programs direclly from 5 114' 8 bil disks or Iransler 
Neochrome, Speclrum, Art Director, '799. P,lnt"'aste, Utllltie. belween 5 114' 8 bil disks and 3 112- ST disks. Please 
Mac Paint and TNY pics 10 .IMG fonnal PrinlMasler 10 Degas, View/Transfer call our Customer Service Department concerning 
Demos from Wi, Works graphics. Prinl graphics on Epson/compal. compalibilily vrilh 8 bil scHware. 
Fonlverter Demo· Convert lonls #1169. Print"'a.te, Utilltie. $29.95 
belween PageStream and Calamus r __ ~c~on~v~e~rt ~IO~&~fro~m"..'::IB~M~p~ri~nl~Sh~oP~IM~a:'.'st~e~r_-t--~~::::i~=:;-:=-~:;';:::::-__ .... 

PageStream File 10 300 DPI .IMG conversion D I' , BI' 
#1028· PageStream Font Editor VO.8 8001XL1XE Programs up ItWlX Itz 

Now you can edil and lauch up lhosa The Besl and Faslesl Disk Duplicalor for lhe Alan ST. 
PageStream Fonls. 20 page manual Applications & Utilities Backs up a complele floppy disk fasler Ihan Ihe ST can 
included on disk. Also included: Improved formal a disk. No inlemal vriring or cartndges needed. 
Poslscripl Screen Fonls: Book. Chancery, #42· Turbo BASIC II doesn'l mailer if Ihe disk is copy prolecled or not. 
New Century Schoolbook. Palalino, Times #45· 130XE Utilities Program & Accessory versions. "Req~ res 2 disk dnves. 

#1266 · Si lhouelle V1.0 Demo (1 MegIDBUG·DOSJ '73 · Turbo BASIC Documenlalion $34.95 
PageS/ream Fon/s #75· PACE Disk labeler 

'599 . Binner. Futura Black. Hal, Ltbalin. #115· labeling Program (DisklMaiIIVCR) 
Futura Exira Bold Condensad #171· DOS XE 

#870 . Alari. Baby T eelh. Lucida. Old English :~~~ : ~~~~o~~~ ~:c~~~UZ~;Ord processor 
#1044 . Adverse. Bamum. Buninglon, Oblique. #217. T ran~alorl Emulalor 

Caligraphy 2. Celtic, Chancery. Chicago. #219. Copymale 4.3 . One of Ihe besl copiers 

~:i:: ~a~~n\:"~:iu~y~~i~' Souvenir '220/221 . T extPro V4.0 
#1094. Archilecl, Avanl Guard, Bookman, #223/224 · MyDOS 4.5· Many added fealures 

Broadway, Chancery. Dingbal. Kibo, #225 . OOS 4.0 . Compalible wilh all densities 
Oakville. Palalino. Weslem #226 . Checkbook Balancing Syslem 

'1336. PageStream V2.1: Rooslh, Saini!. Sansser, '228· Family Finance · Family blJdgeling program 
Sharkl. Slyle, Toulousa. Windsor, Zalesk #2311232· Draw7 V2.0 . Complele drawing and 

animation program. Requires 128K 
Calamus Fonts #234 . Fonl Masler · Prinllexl file in vari ous fonts 

#1150· Archilecl. Broadway Engraved. Counler #235· Disk calaloging program wilh prinler output 
Poinl. Fancy Chancery. Swiss Medium for disk jackels, labels, disk insarts & more 

#1153· Lucifer, Bodoni, Bodoni ~ali c, Drurylane, #2421243/244 . l earning 10 program in Alan Basic 
Drurylanellalic, Hallbals Tutorials 10 make you a pro. (Text files) 

#1 179 · Complele Glib fonl lrom FonlAbilily ~ames 
'1190· Micron, Tiempo. Swiss Medium, leecaps, l7, 

Medici. Windzor, Zalescap 
#1223· Chicago. Cornel. Cursive. Gaudy Condo 

Gallia, Gillies. Goudy, Legend. Old English 
#1329· Chili Pepper, Diane, Diegol. Fifties. Mini 6. 

Galledis. Moscow Regular. Premier Ughl 

#89 . Jeopardy 
#90 . Wheel of Fortune 
'256 . Monopoly 
'271 . B 1 Nuclear Bomber 
'296· &.\ler Quiz· Trivia game for 2·4 players 

Specials - Specials 
Mailing List Special 

Includes the following : 
· Pkg 10 Sony 3 112' Double Sided Disks wllabels 
• Mouse Cleaning Ball 
- Public Domain/Shareware Disks: 

Disk #1 130 · Double Click Utililies 
Disk '1178 · Gogo ST V4.0 
Disk #1195 · Address Book/Mailing List 
Disk #1220 . T elris (lor 2 Players) 

Value $36.86 

Just $19.95 
We've put Ihis greal package logelher so you 
can gel some goodies for your 8T. our huge 
catalog, and gel on our mailing list! 

Super Disk Labeling 
Special 

ST Public Domainl Shareware Disk Prices 
1 . 4 Disks $4.99 Each 

800/XLIXE Disk Prices 
1· 4 Disks 
5·14 Disks 
15 + Disks 

$3.99 Each 
$3.49 Each 
$2.99 Each 

Includes: 
· 200 Pin Feed 3 112' Disk labels 
· 12 Disk labeling Programs (#4001800) 

5 . 14 Disks $3.99 Each $14.95 
15 + Disks $3.49 Each Addil ionallabels $4 95 per 100 

Wnte to: BRE Software. Dept. AE . 352 W. Bedford Ave. SUite 104. Fresno. CA 93711 
No Credit Card Surcharge. Vlsa/MC/Disco\ler $20.00 Minimum, Phone Orders $20.00 Minimum. Shipping: Public Domain Disks $3.50. Canada 54.50 per 15 disks; Software $4.50 
minimum. Canada $7.00 min. Hardware/Accessories Ground $4.50 min. Hawaii/Alaska/Puerto Rico Call lor SlH rales. California residents add 7.75% sales lax. Please allow 2 weeks lor 
personal checks to clear. RMA # required tor detecti\le returns. Soltware items replaced with same title only. no relunds. Some of the abo\le prices are specials and good for this month 

~:rw~:rt!,eo~~~e~10xtrd~9)dJ~_~~~9~e~~ :;I.~~S~~~~ ~~~:es~u~a~~r~~~t&:~I~~0'8~0~U~O~~~I:rB~~;:bx~~~~~.ac~::~~~s~~~j~~td~~hM~Yi: without notice. No refunds on • 
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• Let Atarl .how 

coordinator. know that 

you would like to see 

Portfolio support at their 

fests. Of course, you'll 

have to help make it 

happen tool Contact the 

various shows via the 

numbers In the 

AtariWatch Calendar, hi 

the back of this and every 

Issue ot ATARIUSER. 

The Portfolio has sold 

over 250,000 units, but 

there Is very little user 

support for It. Atari 

groups don't support It 

because It Is "an IBM," 

and IBM groups don't 

support It because It is 

"an Alar!. n It you know of 

any particularly active 

Portfolio Users Groups, 

drop us a note. 
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Perception -Portfolio! 
Getting a little too much stress for the fast-paced, live-on-the
razors-edge, laugh-in-the-face-of-death world of big business? 
Well, you might end up in a doctor's office, and If you are lucky, 
the good doctor will whip out an Atarl Portfolio and start 
punching buttons. 

Perhaps moreso than any other palmtop unit, the Atart 
Portfolio has a crop of truly high-profile applications coming out 
on ROM cards. They include remarkably specialized and com
plex systems for everything from flight plan ruing to HVAC 
monitoring and control. And a growing number of applications 
are arriving for the medical profession . 

ComputerBooks has developed two fantastic cards for 
the medical industry to use on the Portfolio. The first of these 
Is "Physician's Reference 1", ($89.95) a ROM card that contains 
about 25 mini-programs that perform a large number of medi
cal calculations. One of the programs-Creatinine Clearance 
(Estimated)-Is the "Empiric formula for creatinine clearance 
based upon sex, age, weight, and serum creatinine. Can be 
used to estimate glomerular rutration rate." While I have no 
idea what this Is, I'm sure that some of our more medical read
ers do. I simply included this one to see what neat words the 
spelling checker would try to substitute for "glomerular". I was 
able to play with a number of these little programs, such as the 
Caloric/Protein Requirements, which calculates the 24 hour 
caloric and protein requirements based on the age, sex, weight, 
height, level of activity and stress, but I would rather not tell 
you what it said about me. 

The other Is "Pharmaceuticals: ($129.95) which is a 
drug database on a ROM card. For each drug listed, the data
base contains the therapeutic/pharmacologic classifications, 
dosage and administration, how It is supplied, trade names, as 
well as warning and contralndications. The database Is very 
large, and seems very complete, and allows for keyword search
ing. 

Using either of these applications is very easy. The pro
grams are integrated seamlessly into the Portfolio environment. 
You are presented with an address book-like menu, allowing 
you to search for a program or drug. It is so easy to use, you 
could almost throw the manuals away. 

TIP: To see the names of the people w/w developed the 
Atart Portfolio, follow these steps: From the editor. press 
<FN><F2>to get the help menu. Press <K> to select Keyboard 
Help. Finally press <ALT><[> to.find out w/w created your mao 
chine. 

Wouldn't it be nice If the programs on the Portfolio, like 
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the editor, spreadsheet, calculator, address book and diary, ran 
on the PC or Mac? Well, they do, but until now, they were only 
available from DIP in England for about $150 dollars. Well, 
ComputerBooks, in· their Infinite wisdom, has Imported them en 
mass so that they are available to American users for only 
$69.95 for the PC version, and $89.95 for the Mac Version. The 
Mac version also includes a cable and software on a ROM card 
for file transfers. 

The program, called PC Applications or Pocket Mac, de
pending on your machine, is a complete Implementation of the 
Portfolio software. You do not need to use any conversion pro
grams, and the rue transfer software Is built right into it. It 
provides for a very nice and easy pocket-to-desktop linkage. 
The desktop versions also give you a larger view, since it can 
make use of the 80 characters by 25 line screens. It Is so nice, 
that some Poqet computer users are using PC Applications on 
their machines instead of the Poqet's built-in applicationsi 

The address for ComputerBooks is 20351 Irvine Avenue, 
Suite 9, P.O. Box 9167, Newport Beach, CA 92658. Their 
phone number is 1-714-966-2023. 

TIP: Do you want to talk to the Official Marketing Direc
tor for the Atali Portfolio? Well Don Thomas shows up on 
Cornpuserve in the APORTFOUO forwn everyday to chat with 
the users. He has a large number of tips, and provides a great 
amount of help. His ID nwnber is 75300,1267. 

Medical applications sometimes require unusual hard
ware as well as software. Pulse Metric (619)-546-9461, has a 
non-invasive blood pressure and pulse rate monitoring and re
cording system for the Portfolio. This inflatable blood pressure 
cuff unit plugs into the serial port on the Portfolio. It can mea
sure and plot the systolic, diastolic, mean arterial pressure and 
pulse rate. It has the same accuracy as clinical units, as per 
the ~SI/ AAMI standard, and can keep track of up to 25 us
ers. The software driver is on a ROM card, and it comes soft
ware to run the unit on a PC as well. The unit costs $299. 

It may yet be the Portfolio that guarantees a "healthy' 
future for Atartl -B.J. Gleason • 

A B.J_ Gleason is an instructor of Computer Science at 

The American University In Washington D .C. and has 

been programming for over a decade now. He's the 

author of over two dozen utilities and games, Including 

PBASIC 4.7, the 'freeware' BASIC interpreter designed 

tor the Portfolio. His Email address is BJGLEAS@

auvm.amerlcan.edu, his Compuserve ID Is 73337,2011 . 
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Stud4-0* 
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Font Pack 1 
All Ten Font 

Groups 

; Send check or mone4 order to: ; 
: III!!!!!!,I!II! M-S Design ~ : 
~ ~ 611 W.lllinois ~ ~ 
: Urbano." 61801 : 

~ EUROPEAN CHARACTER SETS, MOST ~ 
: PAGESTREAM FONTS DO NOT. ATARI ST : 
;VERSIDNS OF PAGESTREAM DR CALAMUS: 
: AND AN ATARI ST REQUIRED TO UTILIZE ; 

$199 ; please indicate 40ur choice of fonts ; :':!:~~~~ .. ~~.~.:':.~: .. ~~.~~~ .. ~~.~ .. ~.~.~~.~~.~.::~.~.~.~:} 

save over 5190 

•. iii U~~~qr(;ups 

; For C .O.D. or Credit Cord Orders i 
:" call (217l384-8469 i .......... .................. .. .. .............. ................ .. .. .......... 

Illinois residents odd 7.25"/. so'es tax. Free UPS "brown 'abe'" for retai' orders. 'nquire about rates 
for other shipping: Add $3.'" for C.O.D.lnot avpi'ob'e outside USAl. P'ease allow 4 to 6 weeks for 

de'iver4 (credit cord/cashier's check order.s shipped next working da4l. All funds must be po4ab'e in 
US Dollars. 

.,owto get Atarias~r •.• 
• u.s. arid Canada Or'lL Y 

.:Aia~iuse~ Is dlstrlblJ.ted mainly tt1fough~ta~1 outl~!s< 

At~rj ,q,~ergtoup;><caf1 cib~",in Ai~rius~rbyc<\lIing 1-818-332-6428. AtarlUser .ls free to u. se~:,· QlroIJD.~;;' 

; ~tt~~~f.~~:~;,:,~~8i~~l~~~:rl:t:·;:.~rt;"'~~.:'; ~~~~~~~~:~::'~1;., ... 
A~~r!USerc~nl:jeAg~eat ~~o'f~r~~u(grouPI For example ... Use Atarl,~ser, .. 

, I~tt~t· :~pre~~;} ,;i . .).)" · ;~ i~~g~f Y.A~Wt gt6H~ an~, Atari comput~r~: . PI,~9~~n~~r,. , .. ·::} :,{'j :Y;SENH':' f.;:;;i?:·h7 
90ples . an.it:ir€i~ esmuier .q~~lers (Atarl and otherivlse) . Make up stickers ' 

rIU~~r to new . Atari buyers to educate ·them ~nd let.t~em '.' 
<6~e' ~;'o atter;d the meetings andlor pay their due~. ~~· C "', (" iU,' \'}'/ ",:,;:::) 

.. 'Atarl Dealers/OlstrlbutorfilM~liOrder Outlets " ., .•.. ..' 

Atarisellers .(anyone yvhb sells Atari hardware and software at the manufacturing, wholesale; dld;"I,,;, ',tlr,,; 

AtariUser 'byCaliing 1-818;332~6428. ;AtarIUser Is free to and Is shipped in bundlEisof 25,50, 100,. or 
.~. . ..•. - ", ~ . '. . '. ' -:,' ." . . 

send 'a" check for :$8, per bundle of 50,to coiier our cost of shipping the magazine to you. 

t1,~w~'ailAtaiIUs~iheip)'ourd~alerShlp? 'Let us count the ways .. .' Offer If Ir~~, ; so ' 
pic~ up t~e~ag ~nd S-eewhat yo~ ha~e In ~iock .. Or, off~r It free wl~h pur~hase . Gi~eiheOT" "0' "'" 'ii"i", 

them. af)dl.et tl:iemse,e ~h:Eit's ' avaliable lortl)e Atari. Make up stickers w ith "Compllg;enis of ... " 
the cover . 

• Piir8oil<al) SubscrlptlonsPle~~e ' see, page 4. 
. ~ ..' '. 
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Branden 1(04 Software 

Box 143 Magill SA 
Austra'ia 5072 

Phone/ Fox 
(08l390 3018 
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• You may have heard 

about the "blinking pixel" 

error in many of the early 

Lynx 2's. 

This blinking 

pixel 'usually 

appears in 

the lower left 

area of the 

screen. My 

unit also has 

this, but It's 

nothing to be 

very 

concerned 

over. Unless 

you're really 

looking for it, 

it's hard to 

find, and 

even when it 

IS 

noticeable, 

you're only 

talking about 

1 out of 

16,000 

pixels. 
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Nevv Hardvvare Spices Market 
"" LYNX 2 NOW ON THE SHELVES 

The long awaited smaller Lynx model is now available and it's 
a. significant upgrade. Atart has held back on the new unit 
until most of the older models had been sold since the new de
sign is, quite simply, hot. While it's still basically "the Lynx: 
there's been a number of interesting enhancements. 

Size: The new Lynx 2 is 9.25 inches wide compared to 
the 11 inch width of the original. The new unit is also a great 
deal lighter. The new plastic case won't suffer from the paint 
rubbing off like with the original Lynx. Although also plastic, 
the older Lynx had a metal-spray coat with black paint over It. 
and with hard use, the metal was exposed . 

Rear of the Unit: On the back of the new Lynx you'll 
find the game card slot. The original flat game cards (wWch 
were something of pain to deal with on the original model) slide 
in and out with ease. Located on the left and right sides, near 
the edges, are molded rubber handgrips wWch make the unit 
very comfortable to hold. There are also 2 metal clips wWch 
will presumably be used in the future for a carrying strap. 

Controls: The brlghiness knob has been moved to the 
left side on the top of the unit. Volume (wWch was located on 
the left) is now at the right side on the top of the unit. Option 
and on/off buttons, wWch were horizontal on the original model 
are now vertically oriented. The 8-way joypad is much larger 
on the new model and works well. A backlight shutoff button 
has also been added. 

Power: The battery compartment has been moved from 
the back to the bottom of the unit. Reports conflict as to the 
automatic shutoff after 5 minutes of non-use. While the 
manual still says .it has not been eliminated, it appears to be 
modified now that there is a backlight shutoff button. This al
lows you to turn off the backlight (to conserve battery power) 
while you're on pause. Pause seems to expire into "off' in about 
an hour (even with the backlight oro whether you're on batter
ies or using the AC adaptor. When the backlight Is shut off, 
the game does not automatically pause, but you can't use an 
alternate source of light to view the game. Due to changes in 
the system, you now get 5 instead of 4 hours of battery power. 

Stereo: The biggest functional change in the new Lynx 
is that it supports true separated stereo sound via the head
phone jack. While future games will probably make greater use 
of tWs feature, a· handful of the currently available Lynx games 
already support it. Klax: the theme song is in stereo and tiles 
coming down the left side of the conveyer belt are heard in the 

AtarlUser • October 1991 

left speaker wWle right side tiles are· heard in the right speaker. 
Xenophobe: doors opening on the left and right are heard 
through the appropriate speaker. If an explosion goes off in the 
room to your left you'll hear it in your left ear. Roadblasters: 
the theme song Is in stereo. RoboSquash: the theme song is in 
stereo and you hear some sound effects via the left speaker and 
others via the right. 

The Lynx 2 goes for $99 and is a good choice whether 
you're planning to buy a Lynx for the fIrst time or picking up 
a second Lynx. 

ATARI'S NEW CAT 

When Atart's new 16-bit or possibly 32-bit "Panther" console 
was canceled, many people wondered what Atari was up to. It 
wasn't long before we found out that Atari is instead opting to 
go with a 64-bit game system named Jaguar. 

Apparently Panther and Jaguar were both being devel
oped, with Jaguar slated for release a couple years down the 
line as a followup to Panther (wWch was rumored to be equal 
in power to current 16-bltters such as the Genesis or the Su
per NES). Jaguar development proceeded more quickly than 
expected, and Panther got scrubbed. 

Very little Is actually know about Jaguar at tWs point. 
It's said to be a 64-bit system, pOSSibly using multiple 68000 
series processors running in parallel. GrapWcs and sounds are 
said to be extremely powerful, with rumors indicating that 
Psygnosls (a software developer known for their grapWcs and 
sound expertise) has had a say in the Jaguar's audio-visual 
capabilities. Psygnosls is also said to be one of the 13 United 
Kingdom game developers who will be developing games for the 
Jaguar. Atart has indicated that they hope to make the Jag
uar available in the $200 range-maybe mid 1992. CD-ROM 
disk and Lynx connectivity Is also expected. -Clinton Smith. 

... Clinton Smith lives for his Lynx. His APE 

NEWSLETTER Is published 5 times a year now. 

Contact Clint at APE, 2104 North Kostner, Chicago, IL 

60639, or on GEnie at C.SMITH89. 



~~~~~The Video Game Specialists~~~~~ 
IIIA'· 24 HOUR (Nintendo) .. 

ORDER/INFO LINE LYNX 
2600'· 

ADAM'" 

""-AlARr7800'· 

AlARI A 5200'· 

GAME BOY~ 

ATARI LYNX 

New Size Lynx $99.95 
A.P.B. $39.95 
Bill & Ted $39.95 
Blockout $34.95 
Blue Lightning $34.95 
California Games $39.95 
Chip's Challenge $34.95 
Electrocop. $34.95 
Gates Of Zendocon $34.95 
Gauntlet 3 $39.95 
Klax $39.95 
Ms. Pacman $34.95 
NFL Football $39.95 
Ninja Gaiden $39.95 
Pacland $34.95 
Paperboy $39.95 
alx $39.95 
Rampage $39.95 
Roadblasters $39.95 
Robo-Squash $34.95 
Rolling Thunder $39.95 
Rygar $39.95 
720 Degrees $39.95 
Shanghai $39.95 
Slime World $34.95 
Cyberball $39.95 
Turbo Sub $34.95 
Ultimate Chess $39.95 
Viking Child $39.95 
Warbirds $34.95 
Worldclass Soccer $34.95 
Xenophobe $34.95 
Xybots $39.95 
Zarlor Mercenary $34.95 

PLUS NEW RELEASES! 

(214) 218-5800 (GE:'SIS)N • 
Personal Arcade 

We can accept VISA and MASTFRCARD orders by phone. 
Money order" can be maHed to us for prompt proceseing. In 
stock games ship wtthin 24 hours. All gam911 are brand new, 
even though our prices r999mble other's charg911 for used 
games. Normal UPS shipping and inllUrance Is $1 per 
cartridge and $5 per game system. Texas r9llidenIB must pay 
7.25% sales IBx. A single $3 processing charge Is ..--f 
per order. Prices and availability subject to change. We are 
proud to be a member of the Better Busln_ Bureau of 
Dallas, and have been serving our customers since 1986. 

ATARI XE·M I~O 
JOYSTICKS DRRnL 

COMPARE OUR SERVICE AND SELECnONI 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES 

ATARI7800 ATARI 5200 

7800 System $39.95 Kaboom $ 9.95 
7800 Joystick $19.95 River Raid $ 9.95 
Centipede $14.95 Megamania $ 9.95 
Asteroids $14.95 Dreadnaught $ 9.95 
Dig Dug $14.95 K/stone Kapers $ 9.95 
Food Fight $14.95 H.E.R.O. $14.95 
Galaga $ 9.95 Decathlon $14.95 
Joust $14.95 Beamrider $ 9.95 
Ms. Pacman $ 9.95 Zone Ranger $ 9.95 
Robotron $ 9.95 Pitfall 2 $14.95 
Xevious $ 9.95 Space Shuttle $ 9.95 
Desert Falcon $17.95 Pitfall $14.95 
Ballblazer $17.95 Quintana Roo $14.95 
Chop lifter $14.95 
Karateka $17.95 ATARI2600 
Football $17.95 
One On One $17.95 2600/7800 System $39.95 
Super Huey $17.95 Bump N Jump $14.95 
Hatrick $17.95 Kung Fu Superkicks $ 9.95 
Baseball $17.95 Baseball $ 7.95 
Cracked $17.95 Football $ 7.95 
Dark Chambers $21 .95 Lock N Chase $ 7.95 
Ace of Aces $21 .95 Phoenix $ 7.95 
Donkey Kong $17.95 Starmaster $ 9.95 
Donkey Kong Jr $17.95 Soccer $ 7.95 
Fight Night $21 .95 Glacier Patrol $ 9.95 
Tower Toppler $21 .95 Dig Dug $ 9.95 

Cosmic Commuter $ 9.95 

ATARI XE Masters of Universe $19.95 
Star Strike $ 4.95 

Millipede $ 9.95 AstroBlast $ 4.95 
Ballblazer $ 9.95 Air Raiders $ 4.95 
Food Fight $ 9.95 Armor Ambush $ 4.95 
QIX $12.95 Pitfall 2 $14.95 

PLUS OTHERS! PLUS ACCESSORIES 

ACCESSORIES 
HANDHELDS 
INtEWVIsioN .M 

ATARI2600 

Tennis $ 7.95 
Quintana Roo $ 9.95 
Space Jockey $ 4.95 
H.E.R.O. $14.95 
Joust $ 9.95 
Warlords $ 4.95 
Chopper Command $14.95 
Defender $14.95 
Word Zap per $ 4.95 
E.T. $ 4.95 
Space Cavern $ 4.95 
Bogey Blaster $ 9.95 
Moon Patrol $ 9.95 
Sky Jinx $ 4.95 
Oink! $ 4.95 
Private Eye $ 9.95 
Ms. Pacman $14.95 
Spider Fighter $ 9.95 
Dragster $ 4.95 
Kangaroo $ 9.95 
Laser Blast $ 7.95 
Stampede $ 7.95 
Defender 2 $14.95 
Return of Jedi $ 7.95 
River Raid $14.95 
Robot Tank $14.95 
Crossbow $ 9.95 
Dolphin $ 7.95 
Barnstorming $ 7.95 
Missle Command $ 9.95 
Centipede $ 9.95 
Asteroids $ 9.95 
Journey Escape $ 4.95 
Towering Inferno $ 9.95 

PLUS MANY MORE! 

FOR AtariUser READERS ONLY 
10 FF FI IE 

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, AND MACHINE TYPE 

PLUS $1 FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING TO: 

(114·*INI'1I1 g) 
BOX 901-A, LANCASTER, TEXAS 75146 



• High-quality, pure cotton tee's with the 
Power AtariUser logo emblazoned on 
the left breast and a 10.5" X 14" print on the 
back ... or 'hip' polo's with the Power 
AtariUser logo on the front left. Both are 
available in XL, L, M & S. 

• To "cap" things off, you ' ll need our 
Power AtariUser mesh baseball cap! 

• Super high-tech full-color process! 
Not the typical 'spot color.' 

rder y urs toda and make a 
'stateme t... how the world 

ou're a Power tariUser! 

.------ - - ----, 
I 
I 
I 

'----- -------_ ..... 
Front logo at actual size 
Back logo is 10.5" X 14" 

To Order ... 
Send Check or Money Order, in US funds, Payable to: 
301 Media 
624 Shasta Lane, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Product Price US$ QTY Size Total 

Short Sleeve $11.95 

Long Sleeve $13.95 

Polo Shirt $16.95 

Cap (Logo Only) $7.95 

CA Residents add 7.75% Sales Tax 

Shipping/Handling ($3.00 US - $4.50 Canada) 
AtariUser is a Trade Mark of Quill Publ ishing Company. Total US$ used with permission by 301 Media, Costa Mesa, CA. 
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AtariUser Resource #5 

Atari Means Business ... 
• Suffering the slings and arrows of both outre eous 

fortunes and PC snobs, Atart products r:emaln a 
competent ctlolce for many " business" applications. 

Here's a rundown at some of the cUrl'enUy available tit les 

In some of the traditional applications that make up 

tOOey's business computing environment. These aren' t the 

only packages that may be available, and we mean no 

slight agaInst any we have overlooked. A few titles may 

be hard to find In some looatlons. Prices, where shown, 

are the manuhlcturer's suggested r elall, and In many 

cases the softwere may be available al a discount. 

Contact an Alarl dealer In your ar_, or call ana of the 

many JelaU or mail order dealers who advertise In 

AtarJUser Magazine. 

We' re not focusin g here on a-bit, Portfolio or MIDI 

applications, as they w ere featured in AtarlUser in Jul y, 

August. and September. Limited quantities of some 

Issues are available direct from AtariUser. Cell 8 18-332-

0372 for avellability and pricing of back Issues. No Public 

DomainlShareware her--.lust too many of 'em._ Watch 

future Issues._ 

• WORD PROCESSING 

Word Perfect· $250.00: Long considered the leader in 

word processing on any computer platform, Word Perfect 

for the Atari remains a professional , powerful choice 

despite being version behind the PC (4.1 'lis. 5.1). Efforts 

of users and Atari Corp to urge an update continue; 

hundreds of letters were generated by AtariUser's 

suggestions In June and July. More letters couldn't hurtl 

Word Perfect Corporation, 1555 North Technology Way, 

Orem, UT 84057 

WordWrlter • $79.95: Probably the most popular general 

purpose word processor for the ST. Reasonably full 

featured and affordable, and very easy to use. TimeWorks 

offers it but does not plan upgrades. 

First Word Plus - $99.95: Very similar to WordWriter, but 

offering some limited graphics import power. Generally 

considered superior to WordWriter, but less well known. 

Produced by GST, the same group that did WordWrlter. 

Upgrades continue to come, current version is 3 .14. 

WrlteOn - $149.95: New In the US from Compo of England, 

this one Is getting fresh attention for Its DTP-like paragraph 

taggfng and other features. Another Compo word 

processor called That's Write may be even more advanced, 

but Is not widely available yet. 

ProText - $99.95: From Michtron, ProText offers editing 

power but an unfamiliar operation environment. 

• DOCUMENT PROCESSING 

Wordtlair, Wordflalr II - $99.95, $149.95: Competent and 

versatile combinations of some graphic layout power with 

adequate word processing and even database and graphic 

functions make these good for forms and compound 

documents. They don't approach DTP level of control, but 

most people don't need It. Version II Is more complete and 

recommended. From Goldleaf. 

Word Up - $99.95: Perhaps dead-ended at version 3, 

Word Up Is a good and fast word processor as well as 

offering fairly complete font and graphic control. Some 

bugs hinder it, and the company has gone under. Atari 

now owns the source code, but it is unknown what may 

happen next. By Neocept, lots of copies are still in 

distribution, often discounted, and many users swear by It. 

Signum II - $199.95: Maximum typographic control , but at 

a cost of ease of use. Imported. 

Script· $79 .95: A German import, Script has great 

response and good layout and graphic power. Distributed 

by Megamax. 

CHARnNG AND GRAPHING 

A-Chart - $19.95: Although not dramatic, charts can be 

quite complex and well·defined . As with any ANTIC Corp 

title, A · Chart is subject to availability and should not be 

expected to be revised. 

K-Graph 3 • $79.95: From the same authors as A-Chart, 

Kuma. Michtron distributes in the USA. 

Graph Maker - $59.95: A variety of chart formats and 

options , from Artisan Software. 

• DATA BASES 

Data Manager, Data Manger Professional - $79,95, $99.95: 

"Flat file" (non-relational) database systems that share the 

name but nothing else. Good for straightforward data 

needs, including but not limited to mall lists. Under the 

Timeworks label. 

DB MAN • $295.00: A fully relational D· BASE compatible 

system that is as much a programming language as a 

database. Suitable for development of major stand·alone 

custom applications. Now in version 5.2 with a complier, 

from Versasoft. 
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EZ-Grade Teacher's Grade Book - $49.95: Student 

tracking and a variety of grade weighting options. 

Superbase Personal - $79.95, Superbase Personal 2 -

$149.95, Superbase Professional 3 - $349.95: A series of 

increasingly powerful database systems that allow growth 

as needed. The cheapest Is a flat (single) file system, 

while the Professional system is a programming 

environment with relational table control . By Precision 

Software. 

Informer II - $89.95: Semi-relational control and 

customizing featl:Jres plus unique graphic display options 

make· this one useful for middle-range applications. By 

Soft-Aware. 

Tracker ST - $79.95: Flat file database distinguished by 

considerable report and printing format control. Step

Ahead Software. 

• SPREADSHEETS 

LOW Power 2 - $179.95: Superior spreadsheetlng, LOW 

Power has virtually no commercial peers. Everything you 

could want In a LOTUS 1-2-3 clone, plus GEM operation if 

deslredl By LOW. 

VIP Professional - $149: One of the original spreadsheets. 

• POINT OF SALE 

Best Business Management - $295.00: Complete sales 

and inventory system, will run reports, ordering, cash 

drawer, etc. From Best. 

Crlclt - $249.95: From Canada, Cricit uses GEM well for a 

complete point-of-sale system. Inventory can use bar

coding for fast labeling and data Input of Inventory. From 

Nice and Software . 

Sales-Pro V.6 - up to $599.95 (modular): A popular p.o.s. 

fonts and unparalleled control of layout plus Postscript 

compatibility. By Softlogik. 

Tlmeworks Desktop Publisher ST - $129.95: The original 

OTP system for the Atari, somewhat limited by today's 

standards but very versatile for the price. Timeworks. A 

new version is completed (by GST) but is not yet available 

or priced . 

Fleet Street Publisher 2 - $149.95: From the UK, this OTP 

system Is substantially improved over the earlier versions 

that gave it a bad name. Michtron was in no position to 

market It properly when it graduated to an actually usable 

package. The new Michtron sti ll carries it, and cheaply. 

Deskset II - $199.95: This professional typography layout 

system is virtually unavailable, but was developed by Atari 

In-house for years. While it is powerful, it is not favored by 

many users. Atari Corp. 

• ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE 

Payroll Master - $99.95: By Royal Software. 

Personal Finance - $49.95: Michtron. 

Phasar 4.0 - $89 .95: Considered a professional level 

accounting and finance system. From ANTIC, it is one of 

the few superior items that may survive the close of Anticl 

STart. 

ST Accounts 2 - $149.95: Another powerful and well

featured system for business or personal accounting. From 

ISO, the Calamus people. 

• ARCHITECTURE AND CAD 

Becker CAD - $395.00: A complete two-dimensional multi

layer drafting program suitable for floor plans, blueprints , 

etc. Often discounted as low as under $100 . By Abacus. 

system used in many Atari dealers, with similar versions for DynaCADD - $995.00: Perhaps the premier 3-0 drafting 

the PC. Allows networking and "kit" sales from inventory. application on ANY platform. Outstanding performance, 

By Hi-Tech Advisors. even better on a TT. OynaCAOO is by ISO of Canada. 

• DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

Calamus - $299.95: Version 1.09N is the only version 

available at press time, with Calamus Sand SL to come 

any week now. Remarkably complete OTP with dazzling 

and fast output. Best WYSIWYG screen representation of 

any DTP system. By OITEK, distributed In North America 

by ISO of Canada. 

Pagestream 2.1 - $299.95: Neck-and-neck with Calamus, 

Pagestream offers great output but adds more types of 
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Master CAD - $99 .95: Michtron imports this reasonably 

competent CAD system. 

Circuit Maker 2 - $149 .95: Printed electronic circuit board 

layout. From Musicode. 

Construction Estimator - $39.95: Organizes and eases 

project pricing estimation for all kinds of construction. 

From Micomm. 

Critical Path - $59.95: Project planning, makes charts and 

plans the best order of activities for construction, research, 

or any multi-faceted project. • 

o 

o 
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NEW from MICRODEAL 

STEREO 
REPLAY 

STEREO SOUND SAMPLING & OUTPUT CARTRIDGE 
Now from Microdeal, the first ever STEREO sound sampler for the 
ATARI ST range of computers. With the superb high quality reputation 
of ST-REPLAY, this completely new hardware cardridge contains 
DUAL Analogue to Digital and DUAL Digital to Analogue convertors to 
ensure the ULTIMATE in 8 BIT sample quality. The system can record 
in high quality STEREO from its twin PHONO input sockets, taking 
sounds from any suitable STEREO equipment such as Portable 
Cassette or C.D. players or from any other 'Auxiliary' or 'Line level' 
source. The twin PHONO outputs provide the user of a standard ST, 
STF, STFM or MEGA computer, with high quality STEREO output. 
User$ of the STE, MEGA STE and IT machines are not left out either! 
The software will allow samples to be played out from the' connectors 
at the rear. 

As you have come to expect from MICRODEAL and Audio Visual 
Research , the SOFTWARE provided with the system is also packed 
with new features. STEREO REPLAY does not just set the standards 
by which other samplers are measured, it has COMPLETELY re
defined them! 

REPLAY 8 
REPLAY PROFESSIONAL 

$149.95 
$249.95 

HISO" SPECIALS 
BASIC 
MS Basic compatible , fast , easy to use compiler, with built in editor. 
The closest thing to a standard. 
Was $49.95 ................................. Now $14.95 
BASIC PROFESSIONAL 
Superset of Basic with a stand-alone compiler, desk accessories, 
libraries, and symbolic debugging. 
Was $159.95 ................................ Now $34.95 
DEVPAC 2 
The foremost macro assembler, complete screen editor, powerful 
symbolic debugger, disassembler, and fast linker. 
Was $99.95 •.•••••••••.•••.•.••••.••••••••.• Now $34.95 
C INTERPRETER 
Learn 'C' the easy way, like Basic. This is an interpreter, not a fussy 
compiler, and lets you develop, test, and debug programs quickly 
and easily, in a simple environment. 
Was $99.95 ••••••••.....••••••••.•••..•..••• Now $29.95 
WERCS 
A mouse driven GEM resource file editor for creating dialog boxes, 
menus, icons, and alert boxes. Makes code easier to maint.fJin . 
Was $49.95 .•••••••..•......••••••••..•••••• Now :;>19.95 
SAVED' 
A desk accessory that allows deleting, renaming, and copying files 
from any GEM based program, and includes a print spoiler, RAM 
disk, and undelete function . 
Was $49.95 •••••••..•..•...•.••.•.•..•.••••• Now $19.95 

The STEREO EDITOR program provides the user with the ultimate in 
power and sophistication, packed with features which appear for the 
first time on ANY home compute·r. This fully DESKTOP and WINDOW 
styled program allows individual sample to be loaded into the 
computer and edited separately. However, this is just the beginning. 
The program will allow the user to load in samples of 8,12 or even 16 
BIT resolutions in MONO or STEREO formats and freely convert 
between them. It is possible to take a cutting from a 16 BIT MONO 
format sample and edit it into a STEREO 8 BIT sample without even 
realising that the two sample files were different, the program 
manages all of the sample translations quite automatically! 

Il'Iit:hll'oril 
3201 DRUMMONb PLAZA, NEWARK, DE 19711 

PHONE: 302-454-7946 

DEALER/DISTRIBUTOR INQUIRES INVITED 
SEND FOR CATALOG 

P.F.MlJ 
PERSONAL FINANCE MANAGER 

If you run a personal bank account and 
have an ATARI ST then you need "PFM 
PLUS" 

AS EASY TO USE AS A CALCULATOR 
If you need to amend or update an entry 

simply click on it. Your screen looks just like a 
bank statement. PFM PLUS handles your 
Credit and Debit - Weekly, Monthly, 
Quarterly, Yearly and even complicated 
regular payments. 

BUDGET WITH EASE, AT A CLICK 
OF A MOUSE 

If you're the type that likes to look ahead 
the PFM allows you to set budgets for both 
expenditure and income. Up to 28 budgets 
can be set over a year, a quarter or a month 
and til en displayed either in figures or as a 
bar graph for a given period. 
Income/Expenditure for these budgets can 
also be shown as a pie chart so you can tell 
at a glance where your money's gone. 
PFM Plus $49.95 

MAIN ACCOUNT SCREEN 

TREND GRAPH 

:.~' h' ''''' i '''' 'I 
"" 1alf . . -; ! 

. tlUU\.'it:, COMPARISIO 
BAR GRAPH 

]n~.:::. ," .. "'- .. 1:-... \': .,,' ~. n. 

. .. ". . . '.,;,,;;;; ~ :. :: I 
":.:: .:-,;;:.:' = UI . 

Add $5.00 for Shipping. (upgrade for Pfm send original disk BUDGET PIE CHART 
TRACO, LTD. 914 Sharpless Rd. , Hockessin , DE 19707 1-302-454-7899 for lull copy of PFM Plus) $17 .95 



• It'a usually l1Juch better 

to employ sample editing 

software (similar to a 

synth patch editor) on 

your Atari. You simply 

send the raw sound file to 

the Atarl, edit it as 

needed, then send It back 

to the sampler. Editing 

software systems that are 

based around the Atarl 

graphics display (such as 

GenWave/16 and Avalon) 

are orders of magnitude 

better than those that 

attempt to do it within the 

sampler Itself. The 

software packages 

typically have far greater 

capabilities for sample 

manipulations above and 

beyond basic editing (e.g. 

merging samples, volume 

fade-in/out, filtering, 

fourier analysis, etc.) . 

• Jim Pierson-Perry Is 

the former MIDI editor for 

STart magazine and is a 

frequent contributor to 

Electronic Musician . He Is 

currently working on a 

synthesized Interpretation 

of Roger Zelazny'S Amber 

novels. He's be en trying 

to quit AtariUser but can't 

quite kick the habit. 
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Making MIDI Most 
..,. ••. GROWING YOUR STUDIO 

In earlier Issues of AtarlUser, we looked at what would be 
needed to get started with MIDI applications on Atari comput
ers. These focused on general interest, low cost (relatively 
speaking) setups for beginners or those Just wanting MID I 
sound capabilities for their games. 

This time, lets tum up the gain and see what could be 
found in a high-end hobbyist or semi-pro home studio. This 
also applles for the needs of professional musicians-the dIffer
ences tend to Ile in number, rather than type, of equipment. 
Pro's will also have synchgear for comblnlng audio, video. and 
MIDI tracks with those lucrative artist contracts (Iightl). 

MIDI devices can be spilt into 4 broad categortes: 
synths, samplers, effects, and MIDI data manipulators. The 
first two generate sound, the third colors It, and the manipula
tors (including your Atart computer) make it all happen. We'll 
cover the first three classes this time. MIDI data manipulators 
cover a host of useful and esotertc capabilities, ranging from 
patch bays and mergers up to arpeggiators and guitar strum
ming Simulators, and demand a coluror of their own. 

Synthesizers use some combination of analog and digi
tal electronics to produce sound. There are several general 
familles of synthesis techniques, each having their own general 
timbral qualities and control options. The better known ones. 
along with examples, are: subtractive analog (classical fat synth 
a'la Moog), FM (Yamaha OX7 family), phase distortion (a vari
ant of FM, used by Caslo in the legendary CZ-IOI), wavetable 
(uses digitized waveforms instead of analog, as in Korg 
Wavestation). L/ A (hybrtd of synth and sampler used in the 
Roland 0-50 family), sample playback (processing of stored digi
tized sound samples, used ip the Proteus) and additive (purely 
math drtven, basis of Kawai K5 as well as Oigidesign's 
Turbosynth program). 

As you upgrade your studio, a general rule Is to add in
struments from different syntheSiS families rather than mul
tiples of a single one, This gives you a greater timbral palette 
and more versatil1ty. It also helps to balance regular synths 
against multitimbral synths (typically manufactured as 
rackmount units without keyboards). A normal synth typically 
can play 16 or so notes of a single sound at a time-perfect for 
plano or other lead keyboard parts. Multitimbral synths can 
play several sounds at once but only a few notes of each. They 
lend themselves well to ensemble sounds of monophonic instru
ments-string or brass sections, _ bass, flute, etc. 

Samplers are the flip side of synthesizers. Rather than 
producing sound from electronic first prtnclples, they record 
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and process acoustic sounds-much like putting a keyboard 
onto a tape recorder. A natural use for samplers is to provide 
equivalents for instruments that are difficult to mimic by 
synths-such as guitars, vocals. and ethnic percussion. 

Working with a sampler generally is more complex than 
a synth. With both. you need to select approprtate processing 
parameters to get a desired sound. Samplers. however. have no 
built in sounds or waveform building blocks. It's up to you to 
record and properly setup the starting sound sample. ThIs re
quires specialized software for auditing and editing the raw 
sound me to get it as clean and tight (to save memory) as pos
sible. While these routines are part of a sampler's operating 
system. the ease of use and degree of sophistication vary con
siderably between samplers (and, not surprtsingIy. are directly 
related to cost). 

Sound effect devices generate no sound on their own but 
rather modulate input sounds from electronic instruments or 
microphones. These can be used to simulate natural acoustic 
effects. such as reverberation and echo. or provide totally gonzo 
sonic mutations never heard this side of the Twilight Zone. 
Going a step further. most of these devices allow for real-time 
control of the type and intensity of the effects. 

Reverb has been the mainstay recording effect for years. 
giving a sense of warmth and ambience by simulating reflective 
sound waves in a concert hall or other imaginary room. It 
takes on new dimensions when you can manipulate the degree 
of reverb as you play-such as imploding the Imaginary room 
from open space to a tiny room. Other effects may be similarly 
customized; change the number and timings of echoes, speed of 
panning. amount of distortion. delay time. etc. Either change 
them manually while you play or pre-program the initial set
tings and any changes into your sequencer. While not typically 
considered an effect device. MIDI controlled mixers operate in 
much the same way to set up tracks for play/mute or relative 
volumes . 

The latest craze has been the advent of multi-effect 
boxes. such as the AIesls Quadraverb Plus. These contain sev
eral of the choicest types of effects with varying degrees of con
trol. On the whole. such boxes are the most cost effective way 
to add effects processing into your studio. Some boxes have 
their component effects prestrung in a set signal path (e.g. re
verb. then distort. then delay. etc.); you can use desired effects 
but cannot alter the routing. More involved units extend the 
control to specify signal path along, with effects controls-you 
pay for what you need. -Jim Pierson-Perry • 



The 

GramSlam 
Grammar and Style Checker 

GramSlam helps improve the 
quality of your writing. You can 
use GramSlam as a desk acces
sory with your favorite word pro
cessor to check your writing for 
over 1200 common grammar and 
writing-style problems. 

Only $39.95 us 
See your Atari dealer or send a cheque 
or money order to: 

"Three cheers for GramSlam" 
JT. San Francisco. CA 

" An invaluable tool...immensely helpful" 
RH. Portland OR 

"I LOVE it!" 
JFH. Tuscaloosa. AL 

The folloMing probleM was encountered in file 
C: \HEHOS\REPORT. TXT 

Context: In defence of the report, I would like 
to state that its the result of Many 
long hours of painstaking research. I 
feel MY staff did a superlative job 

Phrase: its 
Description: Often confused with "itls" 
Suggestion: Its: possessive 

R~((lrd o Don I t report this probleM ,again 

Eontinuel Duit 

Phil Comeau Software 
43 Rueter St. Nepean, Ontario Canada K2J 3Z9 (613) .825-6271 

Shipping: US: $3 Canada: $2 Other: $5. Ont. residents please add 8% PST. 

In the shadow of the Nation's capital, the largest Atari computer show on the east coast 

vv-. ~.~. ~.-==-

AlariFesl -91 
October. 1 2 & 1 3 • 1991 

Sheraton-Reston Hotel 
11810 Sunrise Valley Dr. Reston , VA 22091 

Show hours are 1 Dam until 5pm both days 
Admission: 

$7.00 for one day, or $10.00 for both days 
Telephone for hotel reservations : 703·620·9000 

Hotel rales, which include FREE admission to the 'Fesl , are $59 per nighl, single or 
double occupancy, and $66 triple or quad. These rales are valid Irom Oct. to 
through 13, State tax of 4.5% applies. In order to obtain these special rales. you 

must mention AtariFest '91 . 

user groups seminars vendors 
software hardware swap room 
desktop publishing demonstrations 
door prizes midi* games telecom 
education entertainment utilities 
applications ibm & mac emulation 
business animation art graphics 
developers programmers friends 
bargains, fun & lots more ••• 
• Just added, a FREE Friday night pre-show MIDI concort by ox·NaHs member David Kaufman. 

For general information, contact Charles Smeton at 301·465·8628 
or on GEnie mall as C.S. Smeton. For vendor information, contact 
John Barnes at 301·652·0667, or on GEnie mall as J.D. Barnes. 

~ '91 is presented by the Washington Area Atari Computer Enthusiasts 



TOADAL SAVINGS. 
MONITORS & FRIENDS 
Everybody needs a monitor. Sometimes they 
even need two. When they do, TOADSWUOI and 
TOADSWUrn·M come to the rescue! Order your 
TOADSWUOI toaday/ 

Atari 5M124 Monochrome 5159 
Atari 5C1435 14" Stereo Color 5329 
Magoavox 1CM135 14" Stereo Color 5319 
Acer STm 7015 Color/Mono Multisync 5409 
Atari PTC1426 Color IT Monitor 5479 
Atari ITM195 19" Monochrome 5959 
TOADSWUOI ST Monitor Switcher $39 
TOADSWlI'CH·M ST Multisync Controller $59 

TOADFILE 44 PLUS 

AT $699. IT'S BETTER. 
• tRONT MOUNTED POWER SWITCH 
• DETACHABLE POWER CORD 
• HANDY FEMALE POWER OUT JACK 
• ICD ADVANTAGE PLUS HOST ADAPTER 
• CONVENIENT SCSI ADDRESS SWITCH The TOADSWUOI and TOADSWUOI·M are handy 

switches which will switch between monochrome and 
color on the ST. The TOADSWUOI is for two standard 
Sf monitors. The TOADSWUOI·M is designed for 
switching between color and monochrome on a single 
multisync monitor, but will switch two ST monitors also. 

TOAD HARD DRIVES • THREE FOOT DMA CABLE 
• DMA INIOUT PORT FOR DMA DEVICES 

Atari 30MB 65ms Drive 5349 • COMPLETELY ASSEMBLED 
Toad 30MB 28ms 500·600 k/sec 5449· READY To PLUG IN TO ANY STm 
Toad 50MB 28ms 500·600 k/sec 5499· BUILT·IN WIRING FOR SECOND DRIVE 
Toad 85MB 28ms 500·700 k/sec 5559· COOL, COOL, COOLING FAN 
Toad 52MB 12ms 500-700 k/sec 5529· PREFORMATTED AND PREPARTITIONED 

SLM804 Toner • $49! 
SLM804 Dftlm • $154! 
SLM605 Toner • $30! 

Toad 80MB 12ms 500-700 k/sec 5649· INCLUDES ICD HD SOFTWARE 

Toad 105MB 12ms 500·700 k/sec 5649: ~~~7~WS~~~~::: Jl~~ 
Toad 120MB 12ms 500·700 k/sec 5899. COMES WITH ONE CARTRIDGE 
Toad 170MB 12ms 500·700 k/sec 51049. ExTRA CARTRIDGES $89· $75 Q'TY.>= 3 

Available in Shoebox or Under·the·Monitor type case. • ASK ABOUT TOAD FILE '91 
Shipping is FREE in the Conti,zental u.s. • ASK ABOUT TOAD FILE B8 PLUS 

TOAD COMPUTERS· 556 BALTIMORE ANNAPOLIS BLVD. • SEVERNA PARK, MD 21146-3818 
(800) 448-TOAD (ORDERS) • (301) 544-6943 (INFO) • (301) 544-1329 (FAX) 

• 2 Volumes of more than 600 
Professionally drown Images for all 
versions of PageStream and Unrascnpt or 
a postscript printer or Pagestream 2.1 
and Am printer!. 
• WIde variety of topics Including 
business, sports, dingbats. anlmma~, 
people, music and holidays. 
• Complete on 17 double~lded dbtal 
.Every Image fuly catalogued In the 
manual's Inclexl 
• lIIusflctorfolTTlat for superb quality at 
any resolutlonl 

~lal Summer prlcel 

:j 124.88 ' .. , 
p" $5,00 .hlppi"" COd', Handling. ' . 

":/::::=::. 

'::::::::::;;: 

To Older. Send $124.88 plus $5.50 shipping and handling to: 
Co~ut.r Salan, 606 W. Cr .... st., Woodland, CA 96659 . Cal~omla residents add 7.1/4% Tax. 
Visa MasterCard Phone orders OK Voice/FAX (916) 666·1813. Hours Tue.·Sat. 1(}'6. Closed 
Sun Mon. Produced under IJc9nse to CAR. Inc. 

ArTY C Voice & Fax 
.t\. omputer (415) 482-3775 

3727 13th Ave., Oakland CA 94610 
Atar; S1; STE. & TT Support Center 

TT03012 ...................................... $Call 
TT 14" color monitor ................... 500 
TT 19" mono monitor .. ............... L099 
TT memory boards ....................... call 
Mega 2. 4 STE .... ..................... _ ..... call 

~ Phase-4 Solid Object Motion Control and 
.JiM" Animation System: Rosetta·3D Translator / 
Viewer, Chronos Key Frame Animator, Prism Paint, 
Prism 1llblet Driver, Prism Utilities, Prism Diblet, 
Prism Render and HiRes color board .............. SCali 

520STFM SyQuest 44M Autoswitch-
1040STFM Hard drives Overscan 
1040STE Floppy drives High Density-
Mega 2. 4 ST Best Trackball Floppy Module 
Stacy 1. 4 Power supply Hand Scanner 
Portfolio Modem V .42 DVT VCR 
Laser printer 4096 color brd ICD Host Adaptors 
Video/Audio- JRI memory brd AdSpeed 16mhz 
digitizers ISAC HiRes brd IBM emulators 
TOS switcher D.E.K.A. Spectre GCR 

Hundreds of software titles 

New summer hours: M-F lOa.m.-7p.m., Sat 12p.m.-6p.m. 

Authorized )"'~ Dealer and Service Center 



DELUXE CORDLESS MOUSE and CORDLESS TRACKBALL 
both come with ELECTRONIC ARTS 

* DELUXE PAINT ST * 

• 200 DPI 
• 2 BUTTONS 
• DYNAMIC RANGE 

$89 95 

• 300 DPI 
• NON-SKIDDING 
• CONVENIENT BUTTON 

PLACEMENT 
• SMOOTH OPERATION 

$9995 

GOLDEN IMAGE TECHNOLOGY CORP. 
3578 E. ENTERPRISE DRIVE ANAHEIM, CA. 92807 

1 -800-327 -4482 1-714-630-7765 

$>( 

$199 

GOLDEN IMAGE HANDSCANNER 
INCLUDES MIGRAPH TOUCH-UP SOFTWARE 

COMPATIBLE WITH ATARI ST AND MEGA COMPUTERS 
COMPLETE WITH INTERFACE AND POWER ADAPTOR 

MASTER 3S 
FLOPPY DISK DRIVE 

3.5" 720 K 
MTBF MORE THAN 

10,000 HOU RS 

FULL 1 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL GOLDEN IMAGE PRODUCTS 

$)lf( 

$149 
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AtariWatch "91 
.... Here's the schedule of 1991 Atarl appearances as scheduled. 

The WAACE AtariFest is Saturday and Sunday October 12 and 13 in Reston, 
Virginia, about seven miles East of Washington D.C:s Dulles Airport. The show 
is again at the deluxe Sheraton Reston International Conference Center, with 
outstanding facilities for the show, demonstrations, and seminars. Show hours 
are from lOAM to 5PM both days, with special events including a swap meet, 
a cocktail party, and a banquet on Saturday evening. 

VENDORS COMMITTED TO APPEAR AT PRESS TIME INCLUDE: 

Accusoft - D. A Brumleve - Codehead Software - Phil Comeau Software - Cur
rent Notes Magazine - Debonair Software - eSTeem Inc - FAST Technology - lCD 
Inc - ISD Marketing IrW - JMG Software - Joppa Computer Products - L & Y 
Electronics - Michtron - Micro Creations - Musicode Software - Rio Computers 
- SLICCWARE - Step Ahead Software - ST Infonner/A & D Software - Toad Ser
vices - Unicorn Publications/ Atarl Interface Magazine - Wizworks 

Call the Sheraton Reston Hotel at 703-620-9000 and mention the WMCE 
AtariFest for hotel rates of $59 per night for single or double occupancy, $66 for 
triple and quad. The Sheraton address is 11810 Suruise Valley Drive, Reston, 
VA 22091. 

For additional WAACE information: John D, Barnes, 7710 Chatham 
Rd, Chevy Chase, MD 20815, GEMail: J.D.Barnes, CIS: 73047,2565 

October 12-13 Fall COMDEX, Las Vegas Nevada 

Confirmedl November 23-24, Chicago Atari Computer Show. Contact Larry 
Grauzas, P.O. Box 8788, Waukegan IL 60079-8788, phone 708-566-0671. Ad
ministrated by the Lake County Atari Computer Enthusiasts (LCACE). 

AU Advertiser Index 
... Only one publication has the lowest CPM, fastest turn
around, and widest circulation in North Americal That's right, It's 
ATARIUSER. If you're not adve~islng here, you're not serious . 
about selling your product. Call P. Kevin Hom - 818.332.0372 

OBC ............ .. ....... Atarl Corp. 

36 ........................ . A TV Computer 

16 .... .. ............ .. ..... B&C ComputerVisions 

25 .. .. .. .... .. ............. BRE Software 

18 .. ............ .. .... ..... Cave C reek Computers 

36 ............ ............ . Computer Safari 

IFC ...... .. ...... ......... D&P Computer Supply 

18 ......................... Double Click Software 

37 .............. .. ........ . Golden Image 

7 .................... .... ... JMG Software • 

9 .... ...... .. ............... Micro Computer Depot 

33 .... .... ........ ......... MichTron 

5 .. .......... ............... M id-CIties Computer 

27 .... .... .. .. .... .... .... . M-S Designs 

7 .. ...... .... .. .. ...... .... . Muslcode 

35 ...... ........ .. ...... .. . Phil Comeau Software 

12 ......................... Rimik Enterprises 

22,23 .. .. ...... ...... .... San Jose Computer 

29 .................. .... .. . Telegames 

7 .. .... ................ .. ... The Computer Network 

36 .. .... .. .. .. .. ........... Toad Computer 

33 ......... .... ............ Traco, Ltd. 

35 .......... ............ ... WAACE AtariFest 

18 ......... ... ............. WuzTEK Omnlmon 

IBC ........ ...... ...... .. . Zephyr/Microworld 
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All Monitors! 

Full text-Database: Free positioning of data without 
fields or masks- Search for words or fragments of text in a tenth of 
a second! Create your own data networks! Hypertext: Make buttons 
and graphics to set up search paths, selectable via mouse click. 
Relate images to data by creating a link button on the image. Its 
easy, its fun, and makes your ST a remarkable information tool. 

Graphics: Place graphics freely in databases. Mix.lMG 
pictures wjth text for button selection and illustration. 

Program shell: TOS-, TTP-, & GEM programs can be 
run directly from within a database to add data, pictures or relate 
objects and complate training or questionaires. 

Expert system shell: Create an expert system 
which uses logic as well as tree nets to reach conclusions. Images 
as well as text can be related to logical nets of information. 

This is the program many of us have been waiting 
for on the Sf. You can create complex structures of 
data with and without graphics easily. Searches are 
lightning fast German magazines have raved about 

1st Card and you will too! 

1st Card available now! 
Suggested retail $199 

Imported by Zephyr Distribution 
for 1514 University Ave. 

• Berkeley, CA 94703 L 0 glLe X Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
(510)548-8999 

VIDEO '-
SOLUTIONS e ~ 

'Oe\,\,e~ ~~ Suggested retail! 

... ,>",vI(o o~ ~ S 9 9 
A poor man's VGA card. Pixel Wonder gives 

you enhanced resolution on stock Atari monitors 
or mUltisync monitors. Soldering required. 

Internal Video Card for all ST's prior to the 
STE (works with AdSpccd or Turbo 16) 

After installation the following resolutions are possible: 
Monochrome Mad Res (4 Color) Low Res (16 Color) 

* 640x400 71-iZ * 640x200 60HZ * 320x200 60HZ 
640x400 94HZ 640x200 91HZ 320x200 90Hz 
704x512 70HZ * 640x350 60HZ * 400x280 50Hz 

* 768x528 58HZ 640x400 51Hz 
832x624 50HZ-203% higher res on a multi sync monitor. 

* Resolutions available on stock Atari SM124, SC1224monitors. 

~~. , 
.~~" 40~ A:- ~ 320x480 or 

.~.:\.~~ &:'~-:~ ~ 200 with 256 
~\.~ ~ _ ~ ~<; 0 '":' 7' colors 

f\~~ 0 fW~0 .. ~~ ~ ,b .~ 

~~ ~d> 4SS3uggesgted reg tail! 

b~~~"~ 
This is an inexpensive VGA 16 color solution 
for all ST's. It is an external box with power 
supply. We will bundle it with a .28 dot pitch 

super VGA monitor for $700. TT res on an ST! 

Atari 1040 STE $399 
52 Meg 28 ms Hard Disk $489 
110 Meg 19 ms Hard Disk $759 
209 Meg 19 ms Hard Disk $995 
Syntex OCR (requires scanner) $249 
Atari Laser SLM605 $989 
Double Sided Floppy $149 

Call Zephyr/STPlus for 
orders only: 1 (800) 759-2119 
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