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NOTHER DAY,
'NOTHER DOLLAR,
HUH, KID?

THE 8IG BLUE ONE,
HUNTER.

YOU WANT TO
WATCH THE SMART MOUTH,
KID. T CAN ALWAYS HAVE ‘EM
SHUT OFF THE SONICS AND
PUT YOU BACK ON SCOPADRONE,
YOU LIKE THE WAY IT MAKES
YOU PUKE UP YOUR GUTS
N THE MORNING 2
SAY THE WORD.

FACE IT.

YOUR OLD MAN'S GONE.
LEFT YOU HOLDING THE BAG.
I'M GIVIN' YOU ONE MORE
CHANCE--TELL ME ABOUT THE
PLOT TO STEAL SCANNER,

WE'RE WILLIN' TO DICKER

% ON THE CHARGES,

AMN g
CICGAR-- TASTES
LIKE AFUEL
PELLET.
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HE MEANS (T...

MUSTN'T LET HIN KNOW WHAT HUNTER
TVE CONVTACTED DPRT VIA DOESN'T KNOW 1S
MINDLINK. SOT TO PHASE THAT Z'VE RECAINED

LOW-LEVEL PHASING
ABILITY, . ENOUGH
TO 5TICK MY HAND
THROUGH THE WALL
AND R(P HELL
QUT OF THE
SONICS,

OUT OF HERE 7EW/I#/7.

vi
THATLL |
SET OFF |
ALARMS,. !
T'LL HAVE |
A MINUTE-- |
MAVEE-- j

Yy TO GET
QUT OF HERE |
BEFORE HUNTER ‘

RETURNS WITH
THE GOON
SQUAD.

\\\Q\ //
WEL-, :
NO TIME LIKE e
THE RIGHT
TIME... [
N
==
——
s

T WAS kA ]
AFRAID OF THAT... LVaH
BLIT T DI T
THE SONICS ARE
: OFF!

0

HOLY =-11
SHOOT HIM! HE'S
QETTING READY

TO PHAGE !

T CoNnNA
KICK YOUR 8UTT,
KID!

DAMN
HERE THEY COME!
GOT TO

CONCENTRATE...
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.. .THE MULTIVERSE \S
SELIOLSLY SCREWED UP!

IT'M PHASING BLIND AGAIN!
ALL MY HARD WORK

el TRYING TO ESTABLISH

PHASE COOROINATES "

OUT THE WINDOW.

MAYBE HE AIN'T
HERE ... THEN
AGAIN, MAYSE
YOU KNOW
WHERE HE

==HOLY-- U
7S 1SN'T
! WHERE I WANT
TO GO! AND I KNOW
Z DIDN'T MAKE A
MISTAKE, WHICH

MAYBE T DON'T. 8UT
DO KNOW AN \LLEGAL ;
SEARCH, WY ZEALOUS FRIEND. Y
AND I HAVE |T ON HOLO.

A WHEN I'M THROUGH TALKING

TO ATARI SECURITY, YOU'LL-
BE UP ON CHARGES
YOURSELF. CIGAR?
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10. Favorite Publication about Comics

11. Favorite Writer about Comics

12. Favorite Fan Artist

Phil Seuling Award for Favorite Direct-8ale-Only Title

*“Favorite Book” can include your favorite graphic novel, favorite reprint collection, favorite book about
comics, etc. — with a copyright date of 1984. g

Only material cover~dated 1984 is eligible for consideration.

Anyone may copy and circulate this ballot, and any fan may vote only once and
vote for no more than one nominee in each category. Ballot-box stuffing will result
in the destruction of all ballots involved. You need not vote in all categories. The
Comics Buyer’s Guide is not eligible for Category 10.

A free copy of The Comics Buyer’s Guide #600 (which will carry the results of
voting) will be sent to any voter who does not already have a current or expired sub-
scription to CBG.

Mail your ballot individually in a single envelope by April 13, 1985 to:

The Comics Buyer’s Guide Fan Awards
700 East State Street
Tola, Wisconsin 54990

Name ‘ Age Male Female (circle one)

Street or Box

City, State, and ZIP

Please type or print your vote and information clearly.
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SOMENHERE (N THE MULTIVERSE,

ABOARD SCANNER ONE, WHEEE.

MORHEA RECENTLY (LEANGED

KEARGE OF THE QARK DESTROYERS
BENLT ..

f e O eyl B

NORPHES, | MOLS WABNE.
RETLRNED CONTROM OF N WS
T NEL, B NN TR
DD STERNE,

7 THIS ONE HAS NO NEEDR
V' OF SERVANTS, BUT PERHARS
MARTIN WILL LeT vou
JOIN HIS CRew.

3 BRE BT

HE'D MAKE
MERCENARY

THAT MICGHT BE
POSSIBLE.

HOW'S WeiRD. N
THE NEW / T FEEL LIKE

EVEP / “X- THE MAN
WITH THE.

THIZ (D
RARE LLCAK -~
KARGG CAN
PROVIOE US
WITH PRICELESS
INFORMATION
ON THE
DESTROYER...

WHAT T QON'T \-
LNOERSTAND |12

HOW VoL, CAN
STiLL TRUST
HIN.

T HAVE
TO CHECK ON
THE FOOD.

" someoNE
AENTION
Oy NARE? |

YOU'VE
HAD NO PROBLEM
WARMING UP TO KARGG--
WHY WON'T YOU TRY

WITH BLACKJAK?

WHEN T AT
PEOPLE, T BEE THEM
SURROUNDED BY ALIRAS,
LIKE LITTLE INDWVIDUAL
ATMOSPHERES,., EACH
ALRA 16 UNIGUE




"OLIVE. HE SEEMS
BENIGN TO ME.. T
BELIEVE HE REALLY
HAS CHANGED

THIS ONE WiLL
SEE WHAT \& LEFT,
KARGCG..\(

GRIM. THE
TAZLINGS

V= i IN SOME WAY."/ T A FOUND THE
MMM-HAAM. NINERN | MARTIN, LAST SUPPLY
WHAT ABOUT WHAT 1S THEFOOD | STORE ABOUT

KARGG? SITUATION 2 15 MINUTES

AGO.

7
4 / 7 "y
=)

THAT SHOULD
HOLD THEM FOR ABOUT
AN HOUR. 7H/EN WHAT? -
MOST OF US HAVEN'T
EATEN (N 24 HOURS.
WE MUST FIND A
~ WAY HOME.

\T'S IMPERATIVE

YOU LINK UP WITH
CHRIS AND PULL HIM
HERE--IT'S THE ONLY
WAY WE'LL EVER BE
ABLE TO TRACE A
PATH HOME!

I WANT YOu
TO TRY EVERY
HOUR ON THE

WE'VE GOT
TO GET BACK
TO ATARI BEFORE
KARGG AND THE
TAZLINGS GET
700 HUNGRY.

T'M GOING

TO LIE DOWN

FOR A WHILE.
—t




B WHERE AM T 7 WHERE THE HELL ARE yor/Z
I GET A SENGE YOU'RE NO LONGER AT ATARI.

W %

CART !
WHERE ARE
ouz

\\ N

YOU'RE

SO RIGHT, SISTER!
I BUSTED LOOSE! BUT
I CAN'T SEENMTO GET
MY BEARINGS - ALL
THE OLD PLACES ARE

CONE. YOU'VE GOT

TO HELP ME!

T WILL, CHRS!
— ZERO (N ON ME--
2™ LET MY VOICE BE
A YOUR GUIDE.
PH;

THIS AIN'T (!

GET ME OUT
OF HERE!




v -
CRES L EESL wiKE YOU'RE OUERSHOOTING =+ XZ \\\\\“
SUMPING TOO FAR AND PASSING OUR UNIVERSE, :

JUST CONCENTRATE ON ME.,RELAX. .. '

HERE--HAVETD /
PHARE NOW? /.

THE MDDLE R\
OF SPACE=GCHSFE’
T HAVE AN INSTANT
BEFORE MY BLO0OD

BOILS

f GIVE URP NOw,
CHRI®! YOU'RE
S0 CLosE .

e e

LCONTINUED ON 2 N2 PAGE FOLLOWING.




S0 he buys 'qu@fe .  '
few to take back




SHORTL Y, ON
THE SBRIDGE:

I KNEW IT..,

[ T KNEW YOU WOLLD

COME BACIKK

HEY,
BIG SISTER!

PERAMISSION TO

COME ABCARD?

GET OFF
MY BACK!

CHRISTOPHER
CHAMPION. . THERE'S
AN OUTSTANDING
WARRANT ON HIA\
AS WELL, ASSUMING
THE COUNCIL DIONT
JUST TURN HIW

UH, CHRIS,
THIS 1S OFFICER <
" RIDENT OF ATAR( OH, YES...

¥ 50 MUCH . SECURLTY, HUNTER SENDS

FOR YOUR "DEATH ¥ HIS REGARDS.

OF THE UNIVERSE
i THEORY, EH,

PROFESSORY

RIDENT SAYS
WE'RE ALL GOING TO
BE ARRESTED, SHOULD
WE GET BACK.

HUNTER'S GOT ATARI
WHIPPED INTO AREAL
5 B WITCH-HUNT FEVER!




WE'LL FACE THAT PROBLEM WHEN
THE TIME COMES, RIGHT NOW, OUR
MALIN PROBLEM (S RIGHT HERE,

HOME! BABE WANT
\ TO GO HOME.

OH MY
DEAR ONE,
YOou Too

CHRIS, YCU'RE OUR
ONLY CHANCE . ONLY
THROUGH YOUR PHASING |
ABILITY CAN WE HOPE TO
GET A FIX ON THE HOME
UNIVERSE., THE R(PPLE
EFFECT BLEW OUR
INSTRUMENTS ALLTO
HELL AND GONE,

T THINK
I CAN TAKE
US HOME...

YES. HEY! LET GO
WHILE CAREENING AROUND lf:{g‘fgfﬁ?éﬁf%ﬁﬁg‘gWN
FOUND A COLLAPSED
QUT THERE, T UNIVERSE. T CAN LEAD YOU
ZONE THROLIGH WHICH T HAD TO el s g s ey R Ay
VIZTUALLY WALK--A SORT OF INERT / N res e L i
AREA WHERE THE LAWS OF

b CONVENTIONAL
PHYSICS DON'T APPLY.., ‘ THRUSTERS..

THE UNWVERSE
DESTROY &0

I TEIED PHASING AND THE FEEDBACK NEARLY KILLED ME.
FORTUNATELY, THE ZONE \S MERELY KILOMETERS THICK,
UNFORTUNATELY, IT'S PACKED WITH RADIOACTIVE DEBRIS,

WELL, WE HAVE A REAL PROBLEM,. \]
MOST OF OUR NAV-MONITORS ARE OUT,..

.1 DON'T REALLY TRUST i
THESE TAZLINGS TO

FIX THEM, EVEN IE T
COLILD MAKE THEM
LINDERSTAND ...

THE OLP-FASHIONED
= WAY.., NO COMPUTERS,. . NO
' RADIATION SCAN, PLAIN OLD:
SEAT-OF ~-THE-PANTS FLYING.




HOW DID yWou
MAKE IT?

I STAYED (N A
LIGHT PRE-PRASE STAGE
THROUGHOUT. IT WhAs
EXHAUSTING. T COULD

FEEL WAVES OF
RADIATION GOING
THROUGH ME,

1 HAD THIS MANUAL QYERRIDE UNIT
INGTALLED IN CABE SCANNER ONE

- NIFTY. euT !
WE STILL WON'T |
BE ABLE TO SEE |
POTENTIALLY DEADLY |
RADIATION CLOUDS. |

HOW ABOUIT (T, TAZ?
THINK YOU CAN CAJOLE
YOUR B8RO0 INTO FIXING

THE NAVCOM?

/ i SIW
( AT Sz
R - S -

CON'T DIeMSS HER
ABILITY LIKE THAT..
WHAT VISION, DART?

BEMEMBER
MY VIBION.,,

FEnn
Hgilm
Tiddiien 3
RITVIRIAE (71)



IT's ALREADY HAPPENED.

THE TAZLINGS “MPROVED" BLACKJAK -~
THEY SEDATED HIM AND REPLACED HIS
| PORTA-ORB WITH AN ORCANIC UNIT. f

BLACKJAK SAYS THE NEWEYES /=

. BEEN GIVING HIM TROUBLE,.,

\\_He SEES PO MLEH.

N

{ THAT BLACKUIAK WOLILD
BILOT SCANNER ONE
INTO ATARI STATION...
AND THAT HE WOLILD
0O T WITH TWO
EYES, |

B

YOU ALWAYS WERE
A SUCKER FOR AN
UGLY FACE.

HE THINKS
BLACKJAK'S JUSY
WAITING FOR ANOTHER
CHANCE TO TRY TO KiLL
B LS. HE DOESN'T BELIEVE
L MORPHEA GUT THE DARK
DESTROYER OUT QF
BLACKJIAK ONCE
AND FOR AL,

BLACKJAK,
YOU'RE WANTED
ON THE
BR\DOE,

WAZZ

DON'T YOI SEE?
THAY'S (T! BLACKJAK
WAS MEAN7 TO CUIDE
écT‘i\{NNEQ ONE THROUGH

ZZZNUMBLE,,,
1

DAD,
CON'T BE A DON'T U=
FOOL! LET HIM THAT TONE
TAKE THE OF \OICE.

WITH ME. .t




BABE GO HOME NOW? THERE ARE TRIGGER CONTROLS FOR } / YEAH, T SEE..,
. - PITCH AND YAW.-- YOU CAN CONTROL. // IT'S NOT TOO DIFFERENT
THRUST WITH YOUR FEET, JUST FROM A LOT OF SHIPS

wKE A GROUND CcAR.

TVE PILOTED.

ALL RIGHT, THEN.
T'LL PREPARE THE
PHASE SHIETERS FOR
THE JUMP AND YO
TAKE (T FROM

> we .
ONLY HAVE
‘ENOLGH JUICE
FOR A COUPLE OF Y i e
SHOTS. YOUR e
HAD se%eeé’y » 4 MARTIN,
COME THROUGH, Y THIS ONE TUNED (N
P ON BLACKIAK, AS YOU
e REQUESTED. HE WAS
% s COMPLETELY SINCERE :
&5
i e pESies 10 WE'RE GOING TO ATARI,
BROTHER! SO YOU CAN

STRUT AND FILL ouT

, BRING US SAFELY
FORMS!
B

HOME...

OKAY, EVERYONE,

HANG ON, THIS (5 (T!
TAZLINGS, 5/7 COWN/ A

—

ONCE MORE,
CERHAPSE FOR THE FINAL TIME,
THE MICHTY SHIP HIEPLS (TEELE
INTO THE BREACH BETWEEN REAL (TIES.




W INSTRUMENTS
B/ ARE GOING CRAZY!
THIS m75 TO B8
THE SOURCE OF
THE RIPPLE EFFECT!

ZONE LEFT BY
THE COLLADSED
UNIVERSE!

P L CAN SEE THAT,
MARTIN -- AND 1S
LIGHT (& INTENSE!
I CAN BARELY KEEP

HAVE TO ANGLE OFE--
| PRAY WE HAVE ENOLIGH
FUEL LEFT TO GET WS /i

ACROSS THIS KING-HELL /
OF A DITCH, . -
=77

; GAMMA RAYS
SWEEPING THE |}
STERN--

ALIEN RUG RATS!
GIVE ME BACK MY
MECHANICAL EYE!
THIS 7HAG YOU GAVE

ME S BLINDING

7) SO
8/ A’E’f&—l\




| CIE NE BACK MY EVE,
THE HELL \\ YOU LITTLE THIEVEGH
! ZCANTILICAN X -
] BARELY SEE WITH
SA THIS THING! GIVE )

NE BACK MY

2 i DON'T QUIT NOW, ;
BLACKJIAK P WE CAN
GEE THE FINAL
£ SHIFT POINT!




THEY MEAN

NO HARAM.

LOOK! THEY'RE
- ‘ BACKING AWAY
1 \\.C’\’ NOW .

BUT W
OIO THEY OO
TO HIWP

{T'S ONLY
A MATTER OF TIME
BEFORE ONE OF THOSE
RADIATION RIBBONS
PEELS US WIOE OPEN.

i 2 :

WE'RE COING HOME.

SCANNER ONE ’
LEARPS INTO 7HE o2
FOR THE FINAL 7IHIE.

el
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DC Comics Inc.

666 Fifth Avenue
New NY

We're back—and thanks to your critical
acclaim vis-a-vis _these pre-letter-
column updates, we'll get right to the
letters this issue. No more beating
around the bush—we knowwhenwe'ré
not wanted! The only thing we'd like to
mention this time around is a simple
plea: We Jove your letters, but p/lease—
in the future, could you type them up for
us? Y’'see, ye olde letter column writer
has to re-type all the handwritten letters
over again, and believe us when we tell
you—it's a painl Besides, if your letter is
already typed, it stands a better chance
of being reprinted in these pages. So
take the extra time—you might be
pleasantly rewarded for itl And now,
without further ado—as promised
earlier—LETTERS!II

LR Y

Dear Guys:

You guys know what the worst thing
about ATARI FORCE is? After page 23
. you have to wait 30 looong days for
more fantastic art, great story, and an
all-around good time!

3 John Coates

498 Crossroads Drive
Conway, SC 29526
P.S.: Giant ants with rocket
launchers???!l | LOVE ITIN
(Yeah, well, John, we loved it too! And if
you've kept on reading the monthly
adventures of the Force—which, judg-
ing from your letter is a good proba-
bility—you already know that Mike
Baron’s giant ants were justthe firstin a
looong line of rather bizarre Atari Force
adversariesl)

Rk RN

Dear ‘ATARI FORCE:

Thank you very much for the pure
science, fiction of ATARI FORCE. A
tradition of excellence started with
issue number one and has been grow-
ing greater each issue, straight through
to issue #14. To the creators, and those
responsible for the continuing adven-
tures of the ATARI FORCE: my loyatty.

Waell, enough of that—now on to the.

basics: Thank you for the “Return of
Rident!” | may be stoned for this, but
Interfederation Customs Officer Rident
Oly is by far my 2nd favorite character.
(Dart is #1—after seeing her picture in
DC sampier #2, | was hooked on ATARI
FORCE.) For months | have been anx-
tously waiting for good ole brother
Rident to show up and either 1)save the
day, or 2) mess everything upl You guys

chose the former, and | am satisfied.
Although, to be truthful, | was expect-
ing Rident to show up atthe end of issue
#12 and arrest everybodyl Please,
whether as friend or enemy of ATARI
FORCE, keep Rident alive and well, and
very much a part of the action. | mean,
heck, what kind of galaxy would we have
without the blues?
Faithfully,
Billy Moorhouse
3056 W. Evans Street, Box 180
Florence, SC 29502
(Looks like we've granted your wish,
Billy—since Rident reappeared on the
scene back in issue #14, he’s been a
constant source of aggravation to the
Force—and he’s just getting started!
Also, you mentioned the DC Sampler,
and since some of our readers might not
be aware of its existence, we thought
we’d explain a bit about it: The DC
Samplers are distributed free of charge
in comic book stores and comic book
conventions across the country—you
won't find them on newsstands. They
contain thirty-two pages of info on a

selected bunch of our monthly ¢omics.

The idea, of course, is to make you
interested enough -in some of our
comics to go out and try them! There
have been three DC Samplers so far and
more will undoubtedly be coming your
way in the future. Just one more reason
to seek out your nearest comic shop and
become a regular customer.)

LR

Dear Force Family'
| would like to comment on the cover
of issue #14. This is the best cover

artistry |'ve seen on this book so far. This ;

topped my now second favorite cover on
issue #9 of Dart. | loved the concept of
drawing this cover from Pakrat'’s point of
view. The rendition of Kargg was also
the best I've seen yet. So, José and Ed,
keep up the good work—that's an
orderl!
Todd Emoto
17632 69th Ave. W.
Edmonds, WA 98020
(Thanks for the compliment, Todd—but
your congratulations may be a wee bit
misplaced! Y'see, the cover you men-
tioned was actually designed by Ed

Hannigan, who, because he rarely does

finished pencils on covers, often
receives no credit for his work. That's a
shame, considering ha's also designed
the covers for issue #13—DD versus
Martin Champion—and #16—intro of
the Tazlings —both of which we con-

sider of equal quality. And when EdH.’s
too busy to grace us with a cover design,
we place our confidence in Paris Cullins,
who designed this issue’s cover, as well
as last issues startling Black-
Jak/Tazlings illo—which is our personal
favorite among all the ATARI FORCE
covers. And lest we forget—the contri-
bution of regular cover inker/fixer-
upper José Luis Garcia Lopez can not be
underestimated. After all—he’s the guy
who created the Force—and he knows
how to draw ‘em better than anybody!!)

Dear Atari Force:

I've been collecting comics for one
year now, and | have to tell you, ATARI
FORCE is my favorite DC Comic book. |
have the whole set! | just read issue
#14. The cover drove me wildl With
Kargg over Pakrat and Taz's feet stick-
ing out—it was like a magnet! But you
shouldn’t have killed Kargg in this issue.
| like Taz a lot. Please keep him in ATARI
FORCE a long while. He has a lot of
potential. If you could, could you do a
solo story about him? Even just a back-
up story would be nice to see. Anyway,
keep up the good work!

Wade Young
(You asked for it, you got it—a Taz solo
story is coming in the very next issue!
Written and drawn by Ed Hannigan, it's
kinda, sorta an origin story, but then
again it's a—aw, read it and see for
yourself!)

e

Hi, Guys:

Before | start to ramble, let me tell you
where I'm coming from. I'm a 24-year-
old college student at U. Mass Amherst
and | pull 30 hours weekly working with
a direct sales store—Comics Plus. As a
result, this letter is going to be a
fan/retailer reaction.

Anyhow, on to ATARI FORCE. In
short, it's one of your highest quality
books. Real life has been breathed into

‘the characters both on the parts of

Conway and Lopez. It's paced well, has
good plot twists and suspense, and stars
characters that | find more “human”
than found in most other mainstream
comics. |I'm also pleased that it's not

_written strictly on a teenage level—it's
© got many adult aspects that give it a

good taste. It's also not bad science
fiction—as comic book science fiction
goes. It's got it's share of pseudo-
scientific doubletalk (i.e. the Multi-

[CONTINUED ON_3%F PAGE FOLLOWING |
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e a Bonkers! Bike Bag,
le from Bonkers! Fruit

g s $2.95 and the UPC sym-

I ¢ uper Fruity Bonkers! labels.
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varse), out on the fip side of the o
we've got reasonably good aitens (alben
numanoid) and some of science fiction s
staples (i.e. anti-matter weapons). All in
all, in my opinion and many other of my
employees (and R.A. Jones), it's one of
the top ten books on the stands today.
Why doesn’t this "highly acclaimed"”
book sell like a top-ten book? Well, we
both know the answer to that. It gets so
frustrating trying to turn readers on to
the book, and getting back "“ATARI
FORCE? C'mon—video games?” And it
seems that no matter what you say, they
won't look beyond the title. A sad
thing—and their loss. | don‘t know If you
should do a title change, thougl, since
the book does have a fan following
(though not of thg size it deserves) that
may react negatively. Personally, i
wouldn't make any difference to me.
The book's future? | really hope it
keeps gaing. | was reaily bummed when
) heard that Garcia Lopez was leaving—|
still am—and when | heard that Gerry
Conway was calling it quits on the book
too, | was about to follow suit. Butwhen
| heard Mike Baron (the best writer in
the field, | feel) was coming on the book
my enthusiasm came rushing back! !
really look forward to, and am curious
about, ATARI FORCE's future issues.
Waell, if it's any consolation to the book's
creators, this retailer is behind you all
the way!
Bob Caswe!
36 Presidential Apts
Amherst, MA 01002
(Thanks tar the vote of confidence, Bob
It's always good to hear from people
inside the comic book business—espe-
clally when they have something to say
about the quality of our book. That's
always been our number-one priority
here—but a top-selling book would be
nice too. We've spent some time think-
ing about just the things you mentioned,
and while we haven't made any
decisions yet, we do have more than &
few interesting ideas we'd like to try on
our readers. Watch for ‘em!)

Wedr And,

Puzzling e source of Tar 5 pam s
nternal—a tuimor. perhaps. or a—-Qh
ont”

Please, don t tell me that after all this
time of thinking that Taz was one ot the
homeliest fellas around, “'he" is really a
“she"—and pregnant at thatl Please—
say it ain‘t sol

Somewhat disoriented,

Kimberly Robbins

5220 Pentridge Street

Philadelphia, PA 19143

(Hes Hee Heal We really got ya with thet
one, didnt we? But serlously, Kim, the
true sex of Taz was a wall-kept secret

" that Gerry Conway came up with when

we first introduc¢ed the character back in
igsue #8. Soon to be reprinted, by the
way, in this year's YEAR'S BEST COM-
ICS DIGEST SPECIAL—if you migsed it
tha first time, don’t do it againl We'd
been hinting at this revelation for a long
time, but you were the first to actually
guess the truth—albert begrudgingly—
so0 we thought we'd print your letter
here and offer you our congratifa
tions!}

Dear DC.

Befors | begin this letter, let me jus!
say welcome aboard to Mike Baron and
Ed Barreto and wish you guys a happv
and eventful run on this mag.

Onwaerd. The cover for ATARI FORCE
#14 was just great. It had really good
use of cover space with excellent use of
bright and dull colors. The misplaced
logo made it eye-catching.

It se@ms that Mike Baron is just full of
story ideas; we got just a glimpse of
them in Issue #14. We got the maturing
Babe, the mysterious Taz, a hint as to
the fate of Blackjak and Atari HQ, as wel!
as the fate of Chris. But if Mike’s ideas
are 80 numerous, why are the stories
only 16 pages long!? Not that | don't like
back-ups, but full-length stories have
room for more development.

Issue 14 just seemed to be 3 warm-up
io what s coming, and ! suspect it to be
better than what we've seen so far
{although what could be more eventful
than the destruction of an entire uni-
varge?). Nevertheless, my suspicions
remain strong, especially about Taz,
who | think i8 more than he appears 1o
be. Am | right?

I'll find out soon enough.

Raiph lenco
11 Qaklend Drive
Hamilton, Ontario
Canada L8E 3R4
(Correct, Ralph—except the part about
he—Kimberly beat you on that count! As
far as the 716-page lead storias, while
Mike Baron could write a 50-page story
each and every month, artist Ed Barreto
has many other commitments at DC that
prevent him from turning around 23
pages a month. What with Superman
covers, Teen Titans paintings—Ilook for
‘em soon—and other very secret pro-
jects, Ed’'s a very busy guy! Not to
mention inker Ricardo Villagran, who's
already got his hands full inking bath
ATARI FORCE and STAR TREK each and
avery maonthll

e

NEXT MONTH: The Force comes
home—and the shooting startsl lt's the
spectacular lead-in to our staggering
20th issue, and features the return of a
bunch of supporting characters prac-
tically everybody thought were dead/
Don't miss—""Homecoming.” Plus: The
long-awaited TAZ solo story, written
and drawn by Ed Hannigan. Both only
76¢, wheraver illustrated periodicals
are sold!

—Andy Helfer




THE PLACE - NEW
EARTE AAN! HALL.

THE TIME: A FR/OAY NIGHT
N THE NOT-TD0 -O/S7ANT
FUTURE-LAET.

GEE, HUKKA...
T CAN'T BELIEVE
DAD WOULDN'T LET ME
OUT 'TIL T POUICED

G T

AY ROOM!

NOW WE GOTTA 4Lrrey’

OH, HI, CENTURIA..,
DENEG -- WHAT'S
GOING 2,

, were
HEADING OVER
TO COSMOS
JONSON'S FOR
A COUPLE OF
SOLAR FZZES!
CARE TO
JOIWN uUs?2

-

(e
(=i
o

AHHLWE'LL HAVE TO PASS
WE'RE RUNNING A LITTLE
LATE AND...

OKAY, MAYBE
NEXT TIME... JUST
MAKE SURE YOU BRING
7H(S LITTLE DARLING /
WITH YOU THEN,
TOO.

THEY'RE JUST
SILLY GIRLS! L

we've GoT \
MORE. #1PoR7ANT V7




THIS & THE PLACE!
T JUST HOPE WE'RE NOT
TOO LATE TO CRECK QUT
THIG WEEK/'S ASTRO-BITS!

)

1

AWHOZ 07U &

=0

Rl

‘

THEYIRE N
JUST AROUND
THE NEXT
CORNER,
HUk--

DRAGGING YOUR
TAIL, OKAY?

ALLL RINGHT... NOW,
THESE WERE WORTH
RUNNING FOR ,EH,
Huk? 3

CAMON, HUIK,
TIME TO GO

LET'S SEE, THAT WILL BE ¢
574.22 CREDITS, AND WE'LL
HAVE A NEW SHIPMENT IN

YES, 5IR,
T KNOW, NEXT
FRIDAY.. WE'LL
BE HERE...

THANK. YOU.




it R o .
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THAT HUMAN ALIEN.,,
HE!'S TALKING O
HIMEELF}

T'VE BEEN
WAITING AZL VEAR
FOR THESE X-\V-BOTS

T COME OUT..
¥ AFFLICTION AMONG

OBSESSIVE HUMAN
wW C—F TYPES IGNORE A
T JUST HAVE 1D 27 5 HIM. PERHAPS A
FIND A PLACE /X : A HEW- GO &
T0 PUT 'EMy, £ & EAY AWAY.

TOVZ, TOYZ, TOYZ ? - ;
ALL HUKICA/S? y 5 : i THERE (6 ANOTHER
AR\ 0 cans mGrT

FEIENEL YV

e




Wrile advertiser direct for informadion.
For advertising rates write

WRITE RIGHT NOW! miomimee.

WHAT IS NINJA?

You can bs toid these deadly tsch-
niques!!! Uilimate in Seif Defensal! $1

o mrce detalis. * instant satf defense | |
systam, $4.85. " WNinja Combat |
System. 8. " Hinja Thiowing Star & §
Caitrop, §$5. DEFENBE ARTS, {|
INC. P.O. BOX 1028, BMYRNA, GA § )
0D, 1

For catalog send 7S¢ to: 7

CENTORCOMICS
E. 42 St.sNow York, ~w 10188
Adm w

rhouaanda of Marvels & DCs fo

NEW AND IMPROVED
Space Robot Mkt

ROBOTS. ROBOTS, CATALOG $1.50
800 BOWIE LANE. GREENWOOD, MS 38930

CREATE PROFESSIONAL COMIC ART WITH

= COMIC ART CREATOR
THE FIRST 3-D CAD COMPUTER SYSTEM
FOR WRITERS, ARTISTS AND STUDENTS

FOR COMPLETE INFO AND SAMPLE PRINT-

OUT SEND $1 (REFLINDED WITH ORDER) TO:

NEWFANE GRAPHICS Neniane, vr. o0

Newfane, Vi. 05348

i

Treasures from the Sea

Real SHARKS TEETH!

POSSILIZED AND PRESER VEL QVER MILLIONS OF YEARS!

These beautiful specimens from the forefathers of the Great White, Tigez,
Mako and other species of ancient or now-extinct sharks were found along
the famous Scientists Cliffs and Calvert Cliffs of the Chesapeake Ba

They're rare and supply is limited, so act todayl Show them with pride tn
vour friends and relatives!

Please send me the tollomng real shark teerh

aty Price

Send check s toney ordey plig ﬁamped xelf tdefr -wd emmmw tn Theﬂt

Bay Company, Port R_apubhc M. 206’76

CAMO CLOTHING -~ KID3 ~ aven sizes 2-4-
8-8-10-12-14-18-18 — reg. & silm: 4-pkt panis —
14.92; §-pkt pants -~ 21.9%; 2pikt shirle -~
14.99; 4-pkt ghirte ~ 21.09; Y-ohirta - 7.89;
fatigue caps — XS, 8, M, L, XL — 8.99; scart|
headband - 2.0€; ad). balt — 2.88; Badges:
Spacial Forces — 3.89; Parachutlst — 2.69;
USMC - smalf = 3.99; USMC - large ~— 4.09;
MANY MORE ITEMSI For complets isting
sand $1 (refunded on 1at order), your name

TEXAS RATTLESHAKE EQGGS MlssED A ‘ss

Wait unti! you sea them hatch, you We pmbablyv e
won't believe your ayes. Guaranteed Se d’

: o n YOURIIst and for
= el P B our salling price to: DAVE'S SMics
scaring your friends, iteachers & -? HREE CHGPT OAD 5
enamies. Send your name end : R WMOND A D
address pius $2.00 to: e 804 23'2. 2
JL.S.W, 817 ANTHONY AR, “Rnst comics fram the |
CANUTILLO, TX 78835-DC are stilf cover price.

sndd aciress. WE PAY ALL SHIPSING CHARGESI|

ACOMPANY, Box 2123, Farmingior, MM 87401,
44 Page GIANT CATALOG of

DC. & Marvel Comlcs + Misc. items
rosent $2.50.
SAM’S COMIC ORLD, P.0. Box

42108, Tucson, AZ. 35733

A

"= SELF

JOKE EXCHANGE, Pon Pals &
More. For Info. Rush SASE &
£1.00 o EASY, Box 252, Dept.

A

10, Stroh, iN, 45789

CHARLES ATLAS, ﬁ’u Box 0,817
Madison Sq. Sta., New York, NY 10150 R

SHFR = chauffeur “mg,;gz

lste 4500 weeds by sound, If you can say it,
munan look it up. Sand $5.45 (check or money

come | Fon

{KUNG-FU - KARATE

Learn unbeatable fighting power,
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS

NEW HOME STUDY COURSE

CERTIFICATE AWARDED

international Karate Schopt
Oept. K30, Box H, Belmar, NI 07718

For
details
write:

“Thousands & thousands of DC's, Marvels,
and Golden Age/Si!ver Age Comics. For a
catalog send 50¢ in coin or stamps to Harold
Starbuck 12263 Siuebner Airline Suite #110,
Houston, Tx 770687 (713} 893-7242

EFENSE)

BOOKS L

b 280,000 in 8100k, com '!ﬂl Marvei & DG
Groupe from 1235-1087% Ateo T.V. Guides,

e to Pilot Ligne, Bax 3054, Stons Mtn., GA
'fcea Satisfectlon is guaanteei or your
menoy hack. Allow three weeks for delivery

i James Bord, 'Mclf- D'x;Sam
§ Mage, Dok Shadows, I.Y. Aven
B Disney, Movia ltems, st¢. Fiam 1800-1

R BlY GIANT CATALOG §1.00

i HOWARD B, BOQOFEKY 1
i P.O. Box 128, Rosecais, QNG V.Y, 11482
EEOEOEOEEOEOEOEOUOOTOOOrErs

3 MIL COMIC BAGS

” $5.25 per 100 bage “
Include 8¢ for catalog

EMPIRE COMICS
572 Storne Roed, Rochestar NY 14618

Cieseout Speciall Digital Watches
Hours, Minutes and seconds display.
Also has month and day display. Has
light for easy night reading. Battery in-
cluded. Heavy duty casting and band.
RUSH $3.00 to Northwestern Sales
Inc. 859312 Powers Ave., Jacksonvilie,

Fla. 32217
& Tﬁl
i

T@Thu




. BEN ODA REMEMBERED
© BY ANDREW HELFER

You probably never thought twice
about Ben.Oda. He was never
interviewed by the fanzines. He was
| 'never the guest of honor at a comics
convention. Fans never begged him
for his autograph. The spotlight never
touched him. And there’s probably a
. very good reason for that. Ben Oda was
‘neither writer nor artist nor comic book
“creator. He was just one of the
hundreds of people who put the
finishing touches on comics. Ben Oda
was, to put it simply, a letterer.

But Ben Oda had a fan club. An
exclusive group. We kept its very
existence a secret. Instead of calling it
*The Ben Oda Fan Club,” we called it
DC Comics. To us, Ben was not only
our favorite comic book letterer; he
was also our favorite human being.
And when he passed away a few weeks
ago, we all became acutely aware of a
space in our lives that would never
again be filled.

Ben Oda was one of an ever-
dwindling group of comic book
professionals—the “'old timers.” He
worked on comics in their infancy,
through their heyday, and right into
the present. In the forties, his
distinctive lettering style graced the
pages of Jack Kirby's early work. Inthe
fifties, when Harvey Kurtzman needed
hand-lettering for his now-famous EC
war comics, Ben was the man asked to

do it. He was a letterer for the Chicage
Tribune and King Features
Syndicate, regularly turning out
pages of Prince Valiant, Little Orphan
Annie, The Phantom, and others too
numerous to mention. And until mere
days before he left us, Ben was also the
most prolific letterer working at DC
Comics.

Those are the facts—they're easy to
tell. What's harder to explain isthe way
Ben touched us all—every day of his
life.

' - Among other letierers, Ben was the
acknowledged master—I remember
Tom Orzekowski'e delight over being
introduced to him some yearsago; and
Bob Lappan literally studied Ben's
work with a comprehensiveness that
Ben found both {lattering and
confusing. He never quite understood
why anyone would give his work a

‘'second glance—as far as he was

concerned, his job was simply to make
the writer and artist look as good as
possible.

And that's exactly what Ben did so
well—twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week, or g0 it seemed. Ben
would come into the DC offices every
day at four-thirty in the afternoon (you
could set your clock to it) with a
staggering number of lettered pages. If
you had a book that needed to be
lettered overnight, you just gave it to
Ben. Truth to tell, we took him for
granted. He was the ultimate pinch-
hitter, and he got the DC team out of
more than one deadline jam. But, like
most pinch-hitters, he seldom received
the praise he deserved.

And as much as we'd all like to
believe otherwise, Ben was no speed
demon. He'd work long hours, sit

hunched over his drawing board late
into the night, all to meet what he
undoubtedly felt was a personal
commitment to a friend. Sometimes, in
his desire to please and help out, he
would push himself too far, and the
strain would show. Often, the resulis
were hilarious. Once in a while,

tman might “fight a warton crime,”

ytd Superman might be referred to as
“The Man of Seel.” We'd laugh
together over Ben's occasional
blooper, and seldom think about the
sleepless nights he'd put in just to get
the jobfinished. Again, we took him for
granted.

But when the job was finally done,
Ben would sit himself down in one
editorial office or another and just
shoot the breeze. This was where you
really got to know and appreciate Ben.
He could talk about practically
anything—World War II and his time
in the service (he was a paratrooper, a
8py, and a part-time baseball player),
his memories of comic book pros he'd
workéd with in the past, his family, the
performance of various players on his
Monday night bowling team, and the
current state of the comic book field.
All his stories and opinions were
delivered with such a keen sense of
humor that you couldn't help but
laugh.

But there was more to Ben than just
that. When Ben told a story, he became
a kind of Japanese Will Rogers, a
homespun humorist with a shy smile
that could meltice. Dozens of wrinkles
etched into his face, laugh lines
mingling with the ones that simply
come with age, Beh often seemed like
an ancient yet humane sage, always
aware of the humor in life, and
enjoying every minute of it. You had
only to talk to Ben to see that this was
true. His eyes would sparkle with life,
and in an almost mystical
transference, eur eyes would sparkle
too.

And perhaps, when all is said and
done, this was the most wonderful
thing about Ben—his uncanny ability
to make us smile, to make us laugh, to
lift us out of our late-afternoon
doldrums with a simple anecdote or
tall tale—to simply be Ben. These were
his gifts to us, these were the things we
took for granted, and these are the
things we will miss the most.

L1

SALE THE WEEK

CHECK

OF MARCH 7, 1985

S T

0 JUstice League of America 239: The
origin of Vixen's Tantu totem as she
confronis the Ox!

O Crisis on Infinite Earths 3: The
Outsiders! The Teen Titans! Sgt Rockl
Legion! Losers! Batman! And ... the
death of the Flash?

O DC Comics Presents 82: Superman
meets up with Adam Strange, with art
by Klaus Jansonl

O Fury of Firestorm 36: It's Plastique
and Killer Frost out for Firestorm's
bloed!

0 Best of DC Digest 61: The Year's
Best Comics including Titans, Swamp
Thing, Atari Force, and Green Lantern
Corps!

O Atari Fore®™8: The return of
Tempest, plus a Hukka solo feature!
O Shadow War of Hawkman 2:
Hawkman must find the aliens before
they can conquer the Earth!

O Tales of the Teen Titans 54: The
Terminator's trial continues.

O Vigilante 18: The second half of
"Father's Day” by Alan Mooreand Jim
Baikie.

O Deadman 2: Two full-length tales
with startling Neal Adams art!

O Jonni Thunder 3: Jonni fights for her
life high above San Francisco!
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WHERE DID

T SEE HIM
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7 T WANT YO

0 BEHAVE ON
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WHAT YOU DID
O MY DOG?

ITS OKAY NOW,

HUK. . LETS GET-- 4

AND YOUR, AH...
MONKEY DOWNG
N HERE?

GEE, OFFICER..HE,
I MEAN W& SORT OF
GOT LOCKED (N,
AND...

T THINK WE'D
BETTER GIVE
YOUR. FOLKS
ACALL!

HAVE TO, SIR?
YA SEE, MY DAD'S
AREAL BUSY
GUY AND HE 4
MIGHT... 4

BUT IF
YoU'LL JUsT
LET ME
EXCLAIN..




Introducing Clear-Ups™
from Noxzema.”
When it comes to actually
clearing your skin, Clear-Ups™
Medicated Cleansing
Pads can clear the acne
pimples you already have,
absorb oil, and help prevent
new pimples before they
surface. Clear-Ups help re-
move blackheads and
open clogged pores with one
of the most effective acne
medicines you can buy. In fact,
there’s nothing more effective.
Better skin.
That's the clear difference.

lEAR-UFS

PRSI , E Pt =7
Clean is g°°d < 0 Sk £y eamsins PACS
© 1985 NOXELL CORP C|ear is better k""*»\_,_\%u .
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