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Using this
Program at
Home

Many ATARI® Learning Systems program
manuals were originally designed for use by
teachers in the classroom. The programs
themselves, however, are no less engaging and
instructive for "independent learners" -
children, students, and adults - working at
home.

Every manual includes a "Getting Started"
section that explains how to load the program
into your computer system quickly and
easily. Since many basic prompts and other
instructions are displayed right on your screen,
that's all you'll need to begin learning and
exploring with most ATARI Learning Systems
programs. But whether you're a parent, a tutor,
or a home learner teaching yourself, it's a good
idea to look through the teaching materials in
your manual. You're likely to find important
details on using the program, valuable
supplementary information on its subject
matter, and some creative ideas for getting the
most educational and entertainment value out
of your ATARI Learning Systems program.
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Introduction

Spelling Bee for the ATARI® computer is
designed to be a teacher's helper for grades
3-7. The twenty drills, each with twenty
sentences, use a total of 400 keywords compiled
from word lists appearing in recognized
reading series.

But all keywords and sentences on the diskette
and reproduced in this guide can be changed.
This gives teachers the flexibility needed to
tailor a drill lesson to their specific curriculum.
Drills can be timed or untimed. Timed drills
offer teachers the option to set the maximum
speed at which a bee travels across the bottom
of the screen. Untimed drills, more appropriate
for some young learners, omit the graphic of
the bee.

Teachers may also wish to investigate Spelling
Bee drills as remediation for older students or
as a way to improve keyboard skills.
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Getting
Started

Follow these steps to load the Spelling Bee
program into your ATARI computer system:

1.With your computer turned off, turn on your
television set or monitor and disk drive. Wait
for the busy light on the disk drive to go out.

2. If your computer is not equipped with built-
in ATARI BASIC, insert an ATARI BASIC
cartridge in the cartridge slot (the left
cartridge slot on the ATARI 800® computer).

3. Insert the Spelling Bee diskette in your disk
drive (disk drive 1, if you have more than one
drive) and close the disk drive door or latch.

4. Turn on your computer. As your disk drive
goes to work, you'll hear a beeping sound while
the first part of the program loads into your
computer. After several moments, a title screen
will appear on your screen, followed by a menu
of program selections.

Because your computer loads portions of the
program as you use them, you must leave the
Spelling Bee diskette in your disk drive while
using the program.

If a question asked by the Spelling Bee
program requires a simple Yes or No answer,
you may respond by typing YES or NO, or
simply by typing Y or N. Always press
RETURN to confirm your response to a
question. Youmay usually change your
response before pressing RETURN; just use
the DELETE BACK SPACE key to delete
your original response, then type in the new
response.
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Getting
Started

To return to the program menu, hold down the
ESC key. When the question Do you want to
try again? appears, type N and press
RETURN.

For access to any teacher options available in
the Spelling Bee program, press CTRL and A
simultaneously.
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.. Description
of the Drills

Word Identification
and Spelling

Subject Area:

Type:

Reading Level:

Grade Level:

Language Arts

Drill and Practice

2.0-2.9 (Spache)

3-7

Description

Students are given a sentence with a blank and
three spellings of a word to choose from to
complete the sentence. The correct spelling is
reinforced when the student types the word. All
words and sentences can be replaced with the
teacher's own selections.

Objectives

• To provide students with drill on primary
spelling words

• To provide teachers with a tool for preparing
spelling drill materials on the ATARI
computer
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Students select
number 1 on the
main menu for
SpellingBeeand
receive the following
instructions:

Description
of the Drills

You will see a sentence with a
word missinq. Read the sentence
and select {he missing word by
typing A,B, or C. The computer
will show you the correct word
and ask you to type it.

You are also challenged to
select the correct spelljng as
qUickly as you can. Try to
choose your answer before the
bee reaches the right end of
the screen.

Press to continue.

'r'cu can answer
your own speed
can time you.
to answer

problems at
or the computer
Do you want

Students are asked to
choose the speed at
which they wish to
work in answering
problems, and the
number of the drill
with which they'll
work.

1. at your own speed
2. slow time
3. double time
4. r e.c in 9 time

l'Jh I ch spe e d '? •

Examples of Screen Output
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If the students
choose to work at
their own speed, they
pressA. B. or C to
select their answer,
and the screen
remains unchanged
until the letter is
pressed. If students
choose slow, double,
or racing time, a
small bee appears at
the bottom of the
left screen.

If students type the
wrong letter or fail to
type it before the bee
reaches the right
edge of the screen,
the correct answer
appears in the box.
Two correct spellings
are required before
the next sentence is
presented. The
twenty sentences in a
drill follow one right
after the other, so if
students want to
interru pt a driII
before it ends, they
pressthe Escape
(ESC) key twice to
begin a new drill or
return to the main
menu.

Description
of the Drills

Examples of Screen Output
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Tochange keywords
or sentences in
Spelling Bee, return
to the program's
main menu. Then
pressCTRLand type
A simultaneously.
The following options
will be displayed:

Teacher Option 1
provides a four-step
process for you to
follow in making your
changes.

Modifying
the Drills

Spe 11 ing Bee
Teacher Options

Your options are:

1. or edit
and sentences for the
dr i lIs.

2. or change the
maximum time limit for
the drills.

3. Return t o menu.

Wh i ch number?

Examples of Screen Output
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Before any changes
can be made you
must initiate four
steps:

Step 1. Load the
text of a drill-Type
the number of the
drill you wish to
modify, and press the
Return key.

Step 2. Displaydrill
words-Step 2 will
list the keywords in
the drill.

Step 3. Edit words
and sentences-Step
3 will ask you which
of the twenty frames
in the drill you wish
to start editing.
Frames for editing
will be presented
consecutively,
beginning with the
number you choose.

Modifying
the Drills

1is t for dr i 11 5.

1 house 11 once
2 12 water
3 ma e 13 soon
4 want 14 bab\,!
5 that 15 we I I
6 dadd\,! 16 if
7 mi lk 17 aga i n
8 men 18 doll
9 black 19 next
10 store 20 have

Press miDmD to continue

Examples of Screen Output

Note: To determine the number of a drill or of a
frame, refer to Drills 1 through 20; these list
all keywords and sentences that come on the
Spelling Bee diskette.
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Step 4. Saving
edited drill-To exit a
drill, either move
from frame to frame
until the twentieth
frame is completed,
or exit a drill by
pressing the Escape
Keytwice and
answering Yes to the
question Do You
Want to TryAgain?

Answering "yes"
returns the menu of
teacher options. To
complete editing,
choose number 4,
which saves the
edited drill, before
proceeding further.
Youmust edit and
save each drill
separately

The second teacher
option available by
typing CTRL A at the
Spelling Bee menu is
to display or change
the maximum time
students are allowed
when they choose to
work on timed drills.
The default setting is
13 seconds. Enter a
decimal number from
9 to 30 seconds. This
number will
determine the speed
for "slow" time, with
a proportionate
decrease in the
amount of time
allowed for "double"
and "racing" time.

Modifying
the Drills

Examples of Screen Output
The drill and frame number you select will be
displayed for editing:

If you wish to reword the sentences or change
the keyword, answer Yes to Do You Want to
Change Anything? and press the Return key.
The cursor will jump to the beginning of the
sentence. A sentence can have up to four 19-
character lines, including the underlined blank
that represents the keyword. You must enter
the blank for the missing word yourself by
using the underline key. Up to sixteen
characters are allowed for each keyword choice.
Correct errors on a current line by backing
over text with the Delete key and retyping.

Movedown the lines of the sentence and choices
for the answer by pressing the Return key.
Pressing the Return key after "CorrectChoice"
will bring up the next frame in the drill.
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Use in an
Instructional
Setting

Because you can change words and sentences
on Spelling Bee to suit the learning needs and
abilities of individual students, you may wish
to assign students specific drills. You can keep
track of assigned drills by filling in students'
names and the drill numberts) they're to use on
the Spelling Bee worksheet. Youmay prefer to
have all students work on a single list of words.
The worksheet is adaptable to either teaching
style and can be used both to prepare students
for studying a list of words and as follow-up for
a computer session. Here are some suggestions:

• Write the list of words from a drill on the
chalkboard. Duplicate the worksheet and
have students copy the words on the top half.
At the end of a drill on the computer, have
them use the bottom half of the worksheet to
copy words the computer lists for them to
study.

• Duplicate the worksheet and cut it in half.
Provide a supply for students to use as
needed in conjunction with their computer
sessions.
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Use in an
Instructional
Setting

• Allow better spellers to work ahead by using
the worksheet for two drills.

• Encourage students to use the Spelling Bee
worksheet to copy down "trouble" words from
their readers, other classes, outside reading,
television viewing, or other activities. Have
words from their lists entered into "student-
devised drill sentences for students." Define a
section of drill numbers for this purpose.

The following is another strategy for Spelling
Bee that focuses student attention on reading
and writing the sentences in the drills, as well
as spelling the keywords.

Divide the class into groups of four or five
students. Have a rotating team leader key in at
the computer, while each team member writes
down each sentence of the drill. Follow up on
student computer work, and exercise the
students' ability to listen and recall by
dictating the drill sentences for them to write.

Lists of the standard drill words and sentences
appear on the following pages.
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The ATARI Learning Systems Spelling Bee
program was developed by the Minnesota
Educational Computing Consortium (MECC).
Lesson Material for the diskette was adapted
from work by Meredith and Jim Fay of Fargo,
North Dakota. Programming for the ATARI
computer version was by Tony Prokott, MECC
Staff. Design modifications and support
materials were by Shirley Keran, MECC Staff.

Every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of the product documentation in this
manual. However, because we are constantly
improving and updating our computer software
and hardware, Atari, Inc. is unable to
guarantee the accuracy of printed material
after the date of publication and disclaims
liability for changes, errors or omissions.

No reproduction of this document or any
portion of its contents is allowed without
specific written permission of Atari, Inc.,
Sunnyvale, CA 94088.

© 1982 MECC.
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