eweness

ST makes
the news

west ever printer and
better

\
X
pri
§ a printing press.

DTP experts this month
show you how to join the ~ See Page 18
publishing tyeoons casily and
cheaply with your ST into print, and how the
three-part desktop | professionals can now get
publishing special explains | top quality results from
what software and hardware is | colour deskiop publishing on
needed 1o get your newsletters | the ST

MiIiNT Buyers' briefing
Wty T- Hardware jargon explained - plus
colD evena| et Tied s o gt e et i

LinkSTs~ondbatle
oot you iends

Ideal storage?

We introduce you o Floptical,

22 pages of games news, tips and reviews



Award winning innovative products from

Power Scanner

=Upto 400 DPI

= Real-time greyscale scanning

= Auto scan rate detect

= Monochrome text or 16 greyscale levels

= Fullimage and clipboard editing
features

= Scan join feature for taking wide scans

= Cut, paste, magnify, flip, rotate, invert,
crop, edit and many more editing
features

= Works in all three resolutions

= Save a variety of picture file formats

= High resolution printer driver with more
drivers forthcoming

= GEM menu and fast icon driven controls

= Keyboard shortcuts

= OCR text recognition coming soon

= M105-Plus scanning head

Watch out for our regular software
updates with many exciting new features,
available only to registered users

Power Scanner ... £99

Ram Expansion
= No soldering required
= Expand to 2MB or 4MB
= Plugs directly inside the ST
« Full fitting instructions
= Uses latest capacity RAM chips

2MB RAM Expansion

Floppy Drives

PC720B

= Award winning drive manufactured by
Power Computing

= Super slim design

= Virus blocker (prevents viruses)

= Built-in Blitz Turbo

= Boots from drive B

= High quality

= 12 month warranty

PC720B

PC7201
= Atari internal disk drive ....

...£39.95

PC72001
= Official Atari internal disk drive ....£45

No case cutting but must be small buton version)

= Disk drive inc. power supply unit ..£50
Drive Accessories

Maxell Multi-Colour disks (10) ......£9.95

Floppy disks bulk supplied ... POA

Boot from Drive B

If you have an internal drive thatis not
compatible with ‘Boot from drive B' this
cable will solve your problem .......£9.95

Hard Drives

Series 900 HD
= Super slim design
= Low profile

4MB RAM Expansion
1MB SIMM for STE
512K RAM STFM

New Blitz Turbo

= Back-up your disks at lightning speed

= Copies from the internal to the external
drive

= Cleverly by-passes your ST's disk
controller chip

= Back-up an ST disk in around
40 seconds

= Now you can switch between your disk
drive and Blitz Turbo without
disconnecting your Blitz interface

New Blitz Turbo
Original Blitz Turbo

Distributor for Power Comy

uting in kaly, D.R.
Power Computing. France, 15 Bid Voltiare 75011, Paris, F

=No need for a cooling fan

= Buffered thru'port

= Optional battery backed clock

= High speed 20ms seek rate

= Write protect switch, protect your
valuable data

= Power supply

=1CD interface and utilty disk

ico

The Link™

= External SCS! host adaptor

= Connect Atari ST to external SCSI
devices e.g. External HD, floppy drives,
Optical drives, CD ROM drives which
were originally designed for the Apple
Mac, IBM PC, Commodore Amiga, NeXT
Atari T, Falcon

= Atari ST must have a DMA port

= Plug-in and go

= Software included

= Compactinterface

=63 76 x 19mm in size

= No power supply needed

The Link™ .......

Optical Hard Drive

e\

= Manufactured by Power Computing
= 128MB on one optical disk

= Read and write optical disk

= 40ms running speed

= Built-in power supply

= High power cooling fan

= 25-way and 50-way SCS! ports

= SCSI 1D switch

The lnk™ must be used to connect diveto Atari computer)

128MB External optical drive -£999
128MB Optical drive & The Link™ £1068
128MB 3.5 Optical disk .....£39.95 each

Software

Lattice C 5!
Devpac v20
HiSoft C ..
Proflight
Harlekin .
Wercs
Knife ST.

PC Ditto ..
Series 900 40MB Neo Disk v3.0 £34
Series 900 100MB .. Devpac v3.0 ..

Add £10 for clock to be fitted to Series
900 hard disk

Special Offer

When you purchase this hard drive you
can buy Lattice C v for 60

Miscellaneous

Power Mouse ...
Optical Mouse ..
Replacement Optical Mouse mat £9.95
10 Maxell disks, Optical mouse,
Zipstick

£45

. SRL 00142, Roma.

Duccio Di Buoninsegna Tel (06) 5193481/482 Fax 5040666
nce. Tel (1) 43386206 (6 lines)

Fax (1) 43380028



Power Computing Ltd * Tel

Printers

All printers include cables
and next day delivery

LC200 colour ... £199
LC24-200 mono £239
LC24-200 colour £289

Citizen Printer

Swift 24e ...... S e |
(includes colour kit and AMI)

Epson Printers
Laser

EPL 4000
*Ideal first time laser printer
=Print speed of 6ppm
= Print superb quality text and graphics
*Ideal upgrade from dot-matrix

EPL 4000 .. £639

EPL 4300
= High quality laser printer
= Print speed of 6ppm
=1MB memory
=Expand to 6MB
= Adobe postscript option
=100 sheet tray

EPL4300 ..

EPL 8100

= Prints speed of 10ppm
= 1MB memory expandable to 6MB
=Microsoft printing

“Ritech

=27 font

=250 sheet papertray

= Adobe postscript option

= Intelligent/remote emulation switching
= Parallel/serial interface

= Networking capabilities

= Can serve 2-3users

= Shared printing

EPL8100 £1349

= New generation inkjet
= Advanced paper handling
=Print scalable fonts
#660cps print soeed
=360 x 360 DPI print quality
=128k printer buffer
=Handles four paper types

870
SQ117(
(132 Column printe)

Dot Matrix

LQ570
= Four feed paths
=Flexible paper management
=225¢ps print speed
= Easy access control panel

=Memory stores around 4 full pages of

text
=Print text and graphics
= Optional sheet feeders
= Optional tracter feeder

LQs70
Laio70

(132 colum printer)

LQ100

*24-pin

250 cps printspeed

= Space saving

= Scalable fonts
=Enhanced graphics
=50 sheet A4 paper tray
*Dual position dzsign

= Optional tractor feed
=100 fits in anywhere!

Laroo

£209

Power Shop, 86 Walton

0234 843388

Dot Mati Cont.
LX100
=9 pin
=Tractor feed
= Cut sheet feeder
=Cables

=Some of the L0100 features

LX100 ..

Monitor

Philips CM8833 MK2
*With cable
= On-site maintenance

CM8833 MK2 ..... £199

The Ultimate Cartridge
The Ultimate Cartridge will break into any
Atari ST program. Whether you're a pro-
grammer, hacker, games player, or just
curious about your Atari ST, The Ultimate
Cartridge gives you the power that you
need. Updates available with new soft-
ware.

Features:

=Break into any program
=Read memory

=Search memory

= Print memory

=Disassemble

= Disassemble to disk

=Edit memory

=Search for graphics

=Search for sprites

= Edit screen configurations
=Set up colour palettes

= Alter plane configurations
=Load and save screen displays
=Run external TOS programs
=Load TOS programs

=Load and save graphic screens
=Low level disk editor

=Disk analyser

=Examine formats

= Format analyser

=File editor

= Directory editor

= Formatter

=Break and restart function
=Search for infinite lives

= Look for music

=Play music

=Load and save music

=Search for soundtracker music
= Search for sound samples

The cartridge the ST has been waiting for

The Ultimate Cartridge . £28

Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 ODL. 081 941 9073

b

Award Winning Manufacturers
Power products come with
technical support

Order Form

Name I

Address

Postcode

Tel. No. I

Description

Credit Card No.

[LLETTT ]

ExinDate ——] I
Signature I
I enclose cheque/PO for

£ I

Tel 0234 843388
Fax 0234 840234

Power Computing Ltd
Unit 8 Railton Road
Woburn Road Ind. Estate
Kempston Bedford
MK42 7PN

Established 1985

Specifcatons & prices
subjectto change with out nofica
Alltradomarks acknowledged
VAT & ddivery included
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Free classifieds
Advertise your unwanfed hardware and
software for absolvtely nothing,
thanks fe ST Users® classified ads page

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the latest issue of Atari ST
User, Britain's most informative magazine
for every ST owner. This month we have
two main themes - desktop publishing and
hardware buying.

For anybody about to set up a DTP system
or upgrade an existing one, our guide to
software and hardware will be invaluable.

Highlighting certain needs - such as pro-
ducing newsletters - it tells you what
equipment is needed and the amount of
memory your computer requires to do the
A

And publishers who want colour will
enjoy to our in-depth feature about the
packages which enable colour desktop pub-

ing to be carried out on the ST, while

Q@ s
e“

those planning to
extend their ST in the
next few months
should turn to the
hardware buyers’
guide - a comprehen-
sive list of most ST
hardware.
Accompanying fea-
tures detail what you need to look for
when buying and teach you how to get a
good deal from your local computer shop.
And, of course, there are all the normal
regulars - a packed CoverDisk, the latest
news, Aspects pages, pul
fact, everything you need to get the most
from your ST.

domain - in

John Butters
Editor

The software and
hardware you need to

turn your ST into a printing
press, plus a look at colour DTP

ST makes

the news

T i ¢ emuion ¢ Comm

Aspecis

of the ST
Midi and music.101 bulletin boards - mass com-
No serious ST musicion munication for the 90s
can afford fo ignore the oTP 107

best music pages in the Producing fop-quality news-

Duhess letters and posters s easy
Emulation 103 with your ST and this column
The column that exploits the B <iness. 109

ST's chameleor-ike tenden-

Improve fhe effi
clesto the ful oo

your business by leaming fo
use software fo its greatest
potential

Communications..... 105
The world of modems and

[ e BSS

= the weirdest game ev‘.’

Complete and
vnrivalled ST

(4
9’195

games coverage




specials
26 Buyers' brief

Hardware jargon explained and advice
on choosing the best products for you

40 Getting a good deal
Why pay the top price for your com-
puter equipment? Follow our tips and
you'l save pounds

42 Midistudio tutorial
We get to grips with the edit window —
the most complex part of the package
given away on September's CoverDisk

50 Moving on vp
Improve your ST at the lowest prices
through our special upgrade service

70 Hardware guide
We lst the products, suppliers and
prices of ST hardware that you
canbuy

reviews

56 Concerto

Cheap doesn't always mean nasty as
we found out when trying
Microdeal’ latest sequencer

69 Floptical
Combining hard drive capacity with
floppy disk convenience is Floptical,
the new way to store your valuable
data

regulars

News

Falcon arrives in Britain, new ST
bundles and the rest of the very latest
industry news

37 Write Now

The pages you wite - this month ST
vs PC, software conversion and a
whole lot more

45 Assembler

Getting the balls under control in the
Game with No Name

48 Ppublic Sector
Two pages of the very latest public
domain and shareware programs
from the bulletin boards and libraries

6 1 Advice Service
Where you get to quiz our resident
technical ace on anything, weller,
technical

Q7 Competition 1
Over a £1,000 worth of Home
Accounts 2 software is up for grabs in
this easy to enter competition

100 Competition 2

Win one of 20 copies of this latest
music software from Microdeal

| MmN

[EETt Ll Mok yourT-
coLD REVENGE [Tt

Try MiNT = the multitasking
operating system that Atari
chose to develop for
Falcon's MultiTOS

PLUS:

® Cold Revenge - a brilliant
shoot-'em-up where you can
link STs and battle against
your friends

® Balls - an amazing puzzle
game uiring forward plan-
ning and quick thinking

® Misty - 21 extensions for
STOS. Fast graphics commands
and extras for accessing disk
drives and the keyboard

® QuickCIS - guaranteed to get
you exploring the massive
CompusServe on-line service in
no time at all

® And much, much more
including Midi sequencer
Sweet Sixteen

The DISK starts on page 12

Atari ST User November 1992
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Protext is Unbeatable Value!

Protext 5.5

"If you need a professional word processor
Protext is perfect"” AMIGA COMPUTING

Amiga Format and ST Format Gold Awards no w i u
St £80

1Mb required (Amiga or ST). Free demo disk available.
Upgrade from any earlier version on same computer just £40.

Prodata

"...reliable, easy to use and excellent value"
AMIGA COMPUTING

Nowy ;
J ust f 40 Database manager. 1Mb required (Amiga or ST)

Exfile

6is
The magazine for Protext users. Packed with information to Sues fo r£
help you make the most of Protext including mail merge and 1 5
macros, printing solutions and tutorials.

A H L t anew ezsy-to-use transfer solution for sending
NNOoOUNCING LAPCAT... fisbeuweendiferentispes ofcomputer:
Lapcat was designed for the NC100, Amstrad’s new Notepad Computer. To make file transfer easy something new
was needed; the difficulties in sending files via the serial port are well known — the problems of different
connectors, different types of leads, baud rates and the software at the other end. Lapcat is a combined
software/hardware package that transfers files quickly via the parallel port.

The Lapeat software is built into the Amstrad NC100. The standard package consists of the Lapcat lead plus
software on disk for the computer of your choice. This will enable you to transfer files between an NC100 and your
chosen computer. Lapeat is not just for NC100 owners because you can buy software to transfer between any two
of the supported computers. No technical knowledge is needed.

Lapcat prices: (Please state clearly the type of computer you are using — PC, Atari, Amiga).

‘With software for one computer £40 Software for extra computers £1 o EACH

A

Arnor Ltd (STU), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough PE1 3HA. Tel: (0733) 68909 Fax (0733) 67299

@ sori sTUser November1992
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Falcon lands
in Britain

FALCON was officially launched in
Britain at the European Computer
Trade Show held in London
recently, and first machines are
duc to be available to ST enthusi-
asts within weeks.

Atari predict 15,000 Falcons will be
sold in the UK between now and the
end of the year, and the launch price has
been confirmed by the UK division as
£499 for a one megabyte machine.

Another model will be sold with four
megabytes of memory and a 65Mb hard
disk drive. Tt will cost £899.

Before Falcon becomes a mass market

Plenty from
the club

THERE'S been plenty of activity
at the ST Club (0602 410241) this
month, with the firm announc-
ing several new products.

Warp 9 is an accelerator for “dra-
matically” increasing the speed of
screen output by intercepting TOS
toutines and handling them with
‘much faster assembley language code.

Also included are a configurable
‘mouse accelerator, Desktop pictures,
custom screen fonts and files.
Compatible with all programs
it costs £24.95.

Identical to document processor
Redacteur 3 but without certain mod-
ules is Redacteur Lite. The £79 package
is supplied without the Sigma
Equation Editor, AZtheque Database,
Font Editor, Dictionary Editor, and
French Dictionary.

‘Type Write Clip Art is a series of
300 dpi clip art. Containing 100 IMG
files on four disks, each of the three
sets are priced £8.95.

¥

» l
N‘E

VA T4 A

,/ - By John Butters

product next March, its case will be
redesigned to give a totally new appear-
ance. Atari then hope to sell a further
100,000 Falcons during 1993.

Meanwhile, rumours from well
placed sources say that first Falcons -
already available in mainland Europe -
do not have a multitasking operating
system or hard disk interface.

Atari's technical manager Alister
Boden said: “developers' machines were
not supplied with a multitasking
system. It's my understanding
that production models will be multi-
tasking.”

Falcon finally lands in London

Losses
continue
for Atari

ATARI Corporation made a loss
of $39.8 million in its second
quarter of 1992, bringing the
firm'’s losses for the first six
months of the year to $53.6 mil-
Tion.

Officials in California say the latest
loss includes charges of $34.1 million
for the write-down of inventory and
reorganisation of the business.

But second quarter sales also
slumped, blamed by Atari on the
weak economy and intense pressure
in the video games market. They fell
t0523.3 million from $49.2 million
in the same period last year

However, the manufacturer claim
they have a strong balance sheet,
‘more than $60 million in cash, and
will be shipping Falcon this winter.

Family Curriculum
drops under £300

AS PREDICTED in last month’s ST User, Atari have
slashed the cost of their two mass market STs,
bringing the 1040STE's recommended price tag to
under £300 and the 520STE to £249.99.

As part of the move to make their machines more com-
petitive, Atari have also packed new software in their bun-
dles. Family Curriculum Il contains a 1040TE and several
packages including Play & Learn, Junior School, and GCSE
Revision.

Afamily module features Hyperpaint and ANI ST, a
colour paint package and animation software, Music Maker
1 for music creation, programming language FirST Basic,
and First Word wordprocessor. Cost, £299.99.

Discovery Xtra, the entry-level STE pack based around a

S20STE, has also
been revamped.
Games sold along-
side the computer
are Final Fight, 9
Lives, Robot
Monsters,
and Sim City.

Starter programs
sold alongside the
‘machine are
Neochrome, FirST
Basic, and ST Tour,
a tutorial to help
newcomers become familiar with the ST's Desktop.

Two programs appear for the first time: wordprocessor
First Word, and ANI ST, which enables users to animate
their Neochrome pictures. Price, £249.99.

Price drop for STEs. Discovery Xtra
now sells for £249.99

Publishers join forces

TIMEWORKS Publisher users can now join a user group dedicated to their desktop publishing software. Simply called
‘Timeworks User Group, members receive a quarterly magazine, product updates and newsletters, contact with other users,

advice, and software discounts.

Membership costs £23.50 each year, but the first 5O members will be offered their next subscription for £17.63. For more

information call 0708 762861.

Atari T User November 1992 (EEID)



Subscribers hit by virus

THE magazine that assured its
readers that it protected them
from cover disk viruses last
month distributed the Ghost
virus to “several thousand” sub-
scribers.

With the potential of wrecking
valuable software, the most common
ST virus lay low on a disk given away
with Octcber's issue of ST Format.

Discovered just before thousands of
copies were due to be sent to Britain's
newsagents, publisher Future
Publishing ordered the infected disk to
be re-duplicated without the virus.

Subscribers were sent a letter of
apology from the magazine's editor
and a copy of a virus killer to clean
their cover disk - it could ot repair
auto-booting programs such as games.

Virus expert and programmer of
top virus killing software Ultimate
Virus Killer, Richard Karsmakers says:
“The Ghost virus is irritating and can
actually cause quite a bit of damage.

Games
swap shop
opens

GAMES players can now revitalise
their collection by swapping their
unwanted titles with other ST own-
ers through a new Berkshire firm.

All games sent must be originals
and supplied with full documenta-
tion. It costs £16 to enrol and each
exchange costs £2.75.

For more information write to
The Softvare Exchange, PO Box 19,
lewbury, Berkshire RG13 1XU.
Telephone 0635 33680

C’est ADI

ADI FRENCH is the Iales( in a series
of educational progras

Europress Software (0525 sson 3),
‘makers of the top-selling Fun
School.

Designed to cater for pupils in
the first and second years in sec-
ondary education, two versions of
the software are available, one for
11 to 12-year-olds and the other for
12to 13s.

‘The space character ADI aims to
entertain children as they learn
with the aid of jokes, games, and
rewards. Complying with national
curriculum requirements the pack-
ages cost £25.99 each.
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Although it cnly manifestsitself by
inverting the vertical mouse move-
ments, it does not check anything
before it copes tself.

“This means that it will easily copy
over a program that a gamie or some-
thing else needs to boot itself, result-
ing in the software in question ceasing
to work.”

ST Format publisher Stuart
Anderton said: “Normally when
copies of the magazine arrive back
from the printer we check the cover
disks for viruses before they are dis-
tributed.

“Due to a mistake this time that
didn't happen, but we managed to
catch it before it got out to the news-
stands.

"We have tightened up to prevent it
‘happening again.”

Any ST Format subscriber with
commercial software damaged because
of the infected disk should telephone
the magazine on 0225 442:

Monitor dips
below £200

PHILIPS have cut the cost of their
‘CM8833/11 cclour monitor to a new
recommended price of £199.99.

“The firm szy the £30 drop is
aimed as an incentive for ST users to
upgrade from a shared television to
a dedicated monitor.

‘The monitor can be bought from
‘most computer retailers.

Big system for homes

AIMING to widen the appeal of 05/9, Cumana have slashed the price
of their 08/9 68000 Professional Upgrade Kit for private ST users to

£99.95 - business users pay £581.63.

The move enables people to buy OS/9 ~ an operating system used mainly in
universities and institutes ~ at a fraction of the cost of buying similar software on
ther 6800

0 and PC machines,

It consists of Sculptor, a fourth genera-
tion applications development system
offering a combination of fourth genera-
tion languages, database, dictionary, and
utilities and Stylograph, a wordprocessor
with mailmerge and spell checking facili-

ties.
Also incluced are a powerful electronic

spreadsheet called Dynacalc, a C compiler,

a Basic interactive compiler, a screen edi-
tor, and 68000 assembler, debugger and
linker.

John Simnztt, Cumana’s managing

director, believes the package is so attractive that potential users of OS/9 might
consider buying an ST in order to take advantage of the offer
Cumana can be telephoned on 0483 503121.

Languages added to
LCL courses

DEMAND for their existing ST courses means LCL are now planning
to launch two new programs - Micro English and Micro German.

Micro English is for children over eight years old and takes them from simple
spelling and punctuation up to under-
standing and appreciating literature.

Spelling is taught by pictures and
“speak and spell” type programs and
part of the software is based on games
to keep pupils attracted to the package.

With the single European market
almost here there has never been a
more important time to lear a second
language. Micro German takes begin-
ners up to GCSE standard in spoken and
written German.

Targetted at travellers, students,
enthusiasts, and businessmen, it
includes a program to generate business
letters automatically.

Each package costs £24.99 and runs
on any ST. LCL can be contacted on
0491 579345.

LCL speak about two new
language courses for the ST

Central point eases
buying and sell

A SERVICE just set up aims to help people wanting to buy or sell sec-
ond-hand computer equipment by providing a central contact point.

National Second-hand Computer Exchange Service will take a list of hardware
and software for sale and list it i their books - bought by people looking to buy
products for S0p.

Buyers send money to the firm, sellers send equipment, and ther. the money
ana equlpment are forwarded to their new owners. The cost for selling is £5 per
B

NSCES are at 8 Apsley Road, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk NR30 2HG. They sk for
an sae from anyone requiring more information.

Logical
driving

PEOPLE who play driving and fly-
ing games can now us Freewheel, a
new steering wheel controller from
Logic 3 (081902 2211). Available
before Christmas it will cost £29.99.

DO YOU KNOW
SOMETHING WE
DON’T?

“Although Atari ST User has scores of

contacts in the ST world we neec
0S/9 within reach of private i L 7
users

you. If you have some hot new
John Butters on the ws desk now
8 or fax to 0625
All information supplied
will be treated in th
fidence

ring

rictest of con:




The 16 bit Breakthrough

At last from Microdeal, che first ever low cost 16 BIT sound samaler for the

Line’level source. The PHONO output provides a stndard Line’ level out-
put for connection to a wide range of sound systems.

As you have come to expect from MICRODEAL and Audio Visual Research,
the SOFTWARE provided with the package s packed with the latest fea-
cures. REPLAY 16 has the latest generation EDITOR, DRUMBEAT,
MIDIPLAY software, which have been radically updated and rewritcen from
the REPLAY PRO / STEREO packages. Just look at these features;

REPLAY 16 EDITOR

‘The EDITOR program provides the user with the ultimate in sower and
sophisticaion,packed with eaures which spparfor he st time on ANY
computer. The fully DESKTOP and WINDOW styled editor allows
el e b gl separately .
‘The program will allow the user to load samples of 8., 12 or 16 BIT format
and fredly convert between them. Sampling rates up to 48Khz cin be used
and the program can re-synthesise samples to practically any other speed.

The REFLAY 16 editor supports many useful editing functions including Cut,
Paste, Overlay, Clear, ill, Hide, Insert, Loop join, Loop, Loop cross-fade,
Repeat gap, Volume up / down, Fade in / out, Reverse, Sample, Play, Pre-
sample, Monitor, Scope, Load sample (AVR , 8SVX / IFF and AIFF), and Save
sample.

The Editor can also perform more advanced forms of editing such as Sample
FOURIER analysis using a 128 point 3D FFT, Special effects (including Echo,
Ml echo, Flange, Reverb, Room and Hall, Digiaal Filcring (Band pass, Low
pass. High pass, Band stop, Frequency boosd). In addition to al these func-
tions the REPLAY 16 editor now comes complete with a SAMPLE TRACK
SEQUENCER, which allows you to Rearrange / Remix samples using a SAM-
PLE lst syle edicor.

DRUMBEAT 16

DRUMBEAT 16 is a simple to use, ull feature Drum machine with one main
advantage over a dedicated unit, it is a FULLY re-configurable SAMPLING
drum machine. DRUMBEAT 16 can load up to 30 samples into memory, to
create a KIT. Samples can be up to | Meg in length, permitting che user to
record sections of music and completely RE-MIX them, Paterns of BEATS
are arranged on a grid style PATTERN editor . SONGS are then constructed

ously, which turn DRUMBEAT 16 into a powerful sample sequencer.
DRUMBEAT 16 has full Midi support and can act as a MIDI SLAVE or MIDI
MASTER and responds to MIDI START , STOP and SYNC commands.

MIDIPLAY 16

MIDIPLAY transforms your ST inco a flexible Multivoice MIDI keyboard
emulator . Samples can be assigned to any individual note or range of notes
ina 9 octave range . MIDIPLAY 16 can play up to 4 VOICE / NOTE poly-
phonic with 3 levels of velocity sensitvity while in a single voice rode . An
advanced sample loop point editor with AUTOLOOP (zero crossing) detec-
tion is also incorporated to ease loop point editing . Four separate keyboard
layoits can be held in memory at any one time . MIDIPLAY 16 now has
SWITCHABLE SOFTWARE FILTERING to reduce sample roise and
improve sound quality.

FULLY COMPATIBLE WITH
BREAKTHRU FROM GAJITS

Not included with this package but fully compatible is BREAKTHRU . from
Gaiis . aprofessonal qalty 32 track mid: sequencer wich a iference.. At
BREAKTHRU offes althe editng and arranging faciiies you nee o pro-
duce great music, including Gajts DIAMOND DRAG editing systen.
Sample Dump Feature

As if all tis was not enough , Replay 16's sample EDITOR supports MIDI
SAMPLE DUMP as defined in version 1.0 of the INTERNATIONAL MIDI

HEPLAV 16 ORDER FORM

CIREPLAY 16..£129.95
[IBREAKTHRU. £120.95

Name: . .
Address: . .

POST & PACKING £1.00 * " * *

TELEPHONE
0726 68020
WITH CREDIT CARD No

- Postcode. . . .. ...

CHEQUEROSTAL ORDER ENCLOSED FOR....
CREDIT GARD No

EXPREY DATE:




A puzzle game
requiring forward
planning and
quick thinking

Programmed by: Simon Carter

Configuration: all STs,
colour only

Filenames: X_BALLS.TOS - Self-
extracting archive

‘This excellent and addictive game has
you guiding a ball around the screen.

By using mirrors to deflect it, you
must guide the ball in an effort to
clear the screen of all orange pods.
Once this is done, you must guide the
ball to the exit hole to reach the next
level.

OF course things aren't as easy as
they sound and some clever planning
and fast thinking is required, so that
you don't run out of time.

“There are also various tiles that can
affect the ball. There are permanent
mirrors, permanent walls, angle rota-
tors, destroyable blocks and random
angle tuners, all of which can hinder
or help you in your efforts in guiding
the ball.

‘There are also various speed accel-
erators and decreasers and also tele-
porters. The graphics are very well
drawn giving the game a professional
ook to it. Sound is pretty good too
with digitised effects throughout the
game.

“This program is shareware and if
you register for the miniscule £5 you
will be sent a levels editor for Balls, an
extra set of levels, the STOS source
code for the game and a couple of
other programs, including a Kinetic
Line Generator and a 3D Landscape
Generator.

Guide the ball around the screen,
using the deflector mirrors to knock
out the otange bloaks. Then guide
the ball to the exit

Atari ST User November 1992

This month, we have MiNT, a
multitasking operating system
extension for the ST, and for
gamers there's @ multi-
computer starship combat
game and a exclusive cheat
routine to beef up your
characters in Domark's RPG
game, Shadowlands

MiNT
An operating system extension for the ST offering multitasking features

Programmed by: Eric R Smith
Configuration: all STs - all resolutions
Filenames: X_MINT.TOS - self -extracting archive

into memory and provides the user withygssed featires
that other programs can take advantage of.

It is not a shell program but there are a varisisisiaail
programs in the public domain that take advantag:
MiNT such as Bash, KSH and TCSH, as well as most other
TOS shells.

Now you can have multi bil your ST
with this extension to the ST's operating system written by
Eric R Smith.

The interesting thing about MiNT, which, by the way
stands for MINT is Not TOS, is the fact that it i basically
the roots behind the multitasking version of the TOS oper-
ating system that may be found on the new and exciting
Falcon030 computer.

Apparently, Atari have licensed it and MiNT now stands
for MiNT Is Now

However, it should be noted that Atari’s version
of MiNT will probably display extra features to those in
Eric’s version.

MINT is much like the GDOS program that instals itself

TOSHIN Wisdow Manager

gl Bl

MINT running a shell program, accessory and & bulletin

tem al time. The GEM Desktop is

board
o0 chie e ke it I gt s

& d, it should be copied to the Auto folder
so that it is installed automatically at boot time.

It is quite complicated and you should read and, if pos-
sible, print the extensive documentation that s included
with the MINT files before installing it

‘We have also included a collection of MINT utilites,
‘which includes Mintshell, which provide useful functions
and these too have extensive documentation and should
be read before use.

The file README.1ST gives details on how to make
MINT work, so load this file first and follow the informa-
tion contained within it.

S0 what are you waiting for? Extract the files and get a
taste of just what a multitasking system is like.

CoverDisk Hotline

HOTLINE NUMBER 0625 859766,
2pm TO 5pm EVERY WEDNESDAY
If you have any other problems with the
CoverDisk, our technical editor, Darren
Evans, will be available on the Atari ST
User CoverDisk Hotline. The Hotline
number is only available within the
times specified, so don’t waste your time
trying to ring outside of them..




Misty
21 new command externsions to the

extremely popular Stos

Programmed by: Billy Allan
and Colin Watt

Configuration: all STs with STOS,
most extensions assume lo-res

Filenames: X_MISTY.TOS - self-
extracting archive

STOS Basic is an extremely popular and
powerful computer language, geared
towards making games programming
easier.

However, some of the commands
within STOS are not exactly fast and
could do with a little injection of
speed.

‘The two programmers, both STOS

users, noticed this and have decided to
release their hard work to all you STOS
users out there.

‘The Misty extensions are released as
shareware, which means if you use
them in any of your programs, you
‘must register with them.

You will receive lots more goodies
and will be able to release any pro-
‘grams which incorporate any of the
Misty extensions.

There are 21 new commands within
the Misty collection, some are fast
graphics commands for copying and
testing various parts of the screen and
there are also a few for accessing the
disk drives and keyboard.

Sweet Sixteen

A brilliant value for money Midi sequencer

Sweet Sixteen is a Midi sequencer
program for creating music with Midi
instruments.

As with the majority of Midi
sequencers, Sveet Sixteen is GEM-
driven and as such is very easy to
operate. Sweet Sixteen operates in
three modes - Pattern, Song and Edit.
Pattern modes is where all recording
takes place.

Programmed by: Rolf Nilson
Configuration: all STs - med or

hi-res (requires Midi instrument/s)

Filenames: X_SWEET.TOS - self-
extracting archive

You choose the Tempo, Time Signature and Groove. Groove is How you sub-
divide the quarter o eight note for various styles of music such as hip hop or funk.
‘The recording controls are of the familiar ““tape transport” style representing the
play, record, rewind and fast forward of a normal tape recorder.
Song modeallows you to arrange the patterns that have been recorded in any

order and length.

‘There are 32 positions where you can have different transpose values for the pat-

tern and you can also mute
any track. Itisalso possible to
insert and delete various
positions. !

Sowhat are you waiting for? |
Copy the archived file to a
blank disk, extract it and make
music.

Like most quality
Midi

Single-sided drive users wanting the contents on this
month's disk on single-sided disks should send their
original CoverDisk and a cheque for £1.50 - payable to
Atari ST User - to SSD Service, Atari ST User, Europa
House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

Blast your buddies
out of the etherin 4

[
game of starship

Programmed by:

When it comes to exciting gameplay,
Warren L Greene.

‘your average computer game which relies
on computer controlled opponents is no

match for one which has a multi-com- Configuration: all s - lo-res

for multi-computer setups you
puter feature. (for multi-comput y
No amount of progrmming can simu-  Will require Midi cables which
late the reactions and strategies of a are available from most dis-
human opponent and, as such, the tributors and computer stores)
S B ool Filenames: X_COLDRV.TOS -
‘There’s just no substitute for the satis- self- extracting archive

faction of outwitting your friend's strat-
egy and blowing his ship to pieces.

Cold Revenge is such a game and is based on the TV science fietion
series Star Trek. In it, you and your friends can control the starships of the
Federation, the Klingon o the Romulan empires in an attempt to defeat
ach other. There's alsc the chance to control a Federation outpost which is based
on a nearby planet.

‘There are various weapons at the disposal of each starship, including phasers,
photon torpedoes and disruptors.

Klingon or Romulan starships have the added defensive capability of cloaking
their ships. The cloaking device renders the ship invisible to all other ships.

Disadvantages of being cloaked are that your ship’s protective shieldsare less
effective and you have to de-cloak in order to fire any weapons.

During the game, you have access to five different viewing modes anc can give
one of a group of orders to your other ships as to whether they should attack or
operate independently, or even assume pre set-attack formations.

1f your ship should sstain damage, you can issue orders to change the repair
priority of certain ships systems such as shield, phasers/disruptors and tc her
systems.

‘There is also a tactical display to allow you to get an overall view of the area of
conflict. Up to six players can play against each other by linking their
‘machines via the Midi ports. This requires a Midi cable, which is plugged into the
‘machines to form a network loop. Ful instructions are given in the documenta-
tion file included with the game.

1 you do not have access to Midi cables, or indeed any other players vith
STs, you can still try your luck against the computer by selecting the one-player
mode.

So extract the file and blow away a few Klingons or Romulans before tea.
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QuickCIS

A comms program to simplify the massive CompuServe online information service

CompuServe, a massive informa-
tion service providing thousands
of databases and a mailing service
is probably the most complex
online service around.

As such, new users will find
navigating their way through the
numerous services somewhat confusing.

There are many comms software packages dedicated to logging onto
CompuServe, such as the CompuServe Information Manager (CIS) available for
‘many computer systems such as the PC and Macintosh and written by
CompuServe themselves.

Unfortunately, there is no such software available from CompuServe for the
ST, even though there is substantial support for it in the form of dedicated
forums and databases on the CompuServe system.

Jim Ness has produced QuickCIS,  very good communications package which
makes navigating your way through CompuServe much easier.

Programmed by: Jim Ness
Configuration: all $Ts med or hi-res

Filenames: X_QWKCIS.TOS - Self-
extracting file

Shadow-Fix
Create superheroes out of your wimpy

Shadowlands characters with
this blatant cheat utility

Has Shadowlands' denizens gotten the
better of you? Have your characters had
their butts kicked every time you wan-
der into the underground labyrinths?

Programmed by: J E Coshy

Configuration: ll STs - lo-res
requires Shadowlands and

Well fret no more because, courtesy  Shadowlands save game disk
of J E Cosby and ST User, you can now

turn your characters into mighty butt-  Filenames: X_SHADOW.TOS -
kicking superheroes. self-extracting archive

Just take your save game disk, load
Shadow-Fix and follow the on-screen instructions. In no time at all, your party
will have statistics that make them look as though they have gone through three
boxes of Saredded Wheat each.

You will be able to get your own back on those denizens that usually wipe you
out during play.

‘Watch as all inhabitants gasp (then run away in fear) at the mightiness of your

Shadow-Fix achieves this miraculous transformation of your characters by
directly altering your save game disk, s0 if you are suddenly overcome by guilt at
cheating and you want to play the game honestly, you had better make a backup
of your save game disk as, once transformed, the effects are irreversible.

Problems with your CoverDisk?

With thousands of disks being duplicated each month,
a few will inevitably be faulty. Fortunately, we
can help you. Send the faulty disk to:

Stanley Precision Data Systems, Unit F, Cavendish
Courtyard, Sallow Road, Weldon North Industrial
Estate, Corby NN17 1JX.

A replacement will be sent free of charge
but please allow 28 days for delivery.

Atari ST User November 1992
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Copying the CoverDisk

If you are having problems copying the files on to a
blank disk, follow our step-by-step guide below.

First of all, boot up your ST and format a blank disk.
Then boot up again with the CoverDisk in the drive. You
will see the Desktop appear.

Double click on the folder of your choice and a
window will open showing the contents of the folder.

Some of the programs on the CoverDisk are archived.
This means they have be squeezed so as to be as small
as possible - in this way we can fit as many programs
on disk as possible.

All archived filenames begin with X_and the last
three letters are TOS. If a file does not start with X_
then it is not archived and can be run as it is.

Click on the file and keep the mouse button held
down. A dotted line will appear around the file. Keeping
the mouse button held down, move the mouse pointer

to the B drive icon until the icon turns black. Release
the mouse button and you will see instructions appear
on the screen. Click on OK or press Return.

Follow the instructions, swapping the blank disk and
copy of the CoverDisk as requested. The instructions

refer to disk A and disk B. Disk A is the CoverDisk and
disk B is the blank disk you formatted earlier.

When the instructions stop appearing, the process is
complete. You should end up with disk A (the
CoverDisk) in the drive.

Remove it and put your blank disk - now containing
the copied file/s - into the drive. Open drive A by
clicking on the A icon and you should now see your
copied file.

If it is an archived file, double click on it and it wi
automatically be de-archived for you. If the file is not
archived (ie it does not begin with X_) then you can run
the program by double clicking on the filename.
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THE FIRST
COMPUTER CENTRE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

OPENMON-SAT. 0AM-5,30PM
SUNDAY OPENING........|1.00AM-3.00PM
THURSDAYNIGHT LATE..9.30AM-7.30PM

AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR STAR,
CITIZEN, COMMODORE, ACORN,
ROMBO & SUPRA

FREE DELIVERY!
HOWTO ORDER

Order by telephone quoting your credit

‘card number. If paying by cheque please

make payable to The First Computer

Centre. In any correspondence please

quotea contact phone numberand post

code. Allow 5 working days for cheque

clearance

@Al prices include VAT and
Standard Delivery

Al hardware/computers are
genuine UK spec.

®Free Fast Standard 4 to 7 day
Delivery

®Guaranteed2to3 day Delivery
only £2.50

@Guaranteed Next Day Delivery
only £4.95

®Open seven days a week for
your convenience

®Overseas orders welcome

®Educational orders welcome

Technical & Sales 6 LINES

24 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE!!

0532 319444

CUSTOMER CARE:
0532637988
FAX: 0532 319191

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL
CORRESPONDENCE TO:

DEPT. STU, UNIT 3
ARMLEY PARK COURT

OFF CECIL STREET

STANNINGLEY ROAD@‘\

THE NEW
ATARI FALCON

from £469.99
THE ATARI
START PACK

now only £229.99!!

We can also upgrade the
Atari STE Start pack:

| Meg versio 244.99
2 Meg versiol 279.99
4 Meg version.......£319.99

THE 1040 FAMILY
CURRICULUM PACK

‘nt’)w‘only
£279.99
| ATARI MEGA STE IMb

now only £425. 99
ATARI MEGA STE 2Mb

o anly €495 991
ATARI MEGA STE 4Mb

m;w only £7§9 99,
ATARI MEGA STE 4Mb
and 105Mb HD

nawhonly £885 99

Spectal offer!!

The First 10 Games Pa:k"
\//11i| Chase HQ,

Super Hang On, |

iand

7 Operation
uper
Swnt:h Blade,

only £29. 99
or £I9 99

LEEDS, LS12 2AE ({gwn jOYSTICKS

Pricesare subject to change
withoutnotice. EXOE.

Cruiser Black.

Shot Maveric|
Shot Python |
Shot Flight G

HE FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE (LEEDS)Tel: 0532 319444

Al our printers are UK spec

Al s b e sl A G
pi tha2yer guarsnee, Allp A6

HEWLETT an
PACKARD :

@

Star LCZO. ....£132.99
180 cp drat, 45 cps NLQ, it mode and mul
s, push but

NewStar LCi00 Colour...£179.99
8 resident fonts, 180¢ps drat5cps NLQ, Quiet mode
Star LC200 colour..£195.99
§Bincslowt o 25 a5 peNLQ. A4
New Star LC24-100....£191.99
Star LC24-20........ £199.99

24pin quality, 210 cps draft, 0 cps LQ, 16K buffer
expandible o 48K, 10fonts and LCD front display.

Star LC24-200 mono...£219.99
222 s drat, €7 s LQ, 10 font, A4
landscape.Tibufier expandaslet
Star LC24-200 colour. (269 99
Colourversionwith 30K bufer expandable o 62K

Star XB24-200 colour....£379.99

Proesons qualty with Orin maintararcs
StarSHBBubble]et ..... £214.99
Laser qualty, s auiet, Epson compacble
portable nsize.

Star Laserjet 4 MK3.£739.99

StarLC24-20 Autosheet feeder...£64.99
StarLC24-200 Autosheet feeder.£64.99
Star$}48 Autosheetfeeder..
Citizen Swift 9 Coloul

Excellentvalue9 pin colour. Highly recommended
NEW Swift 240 Colour....£279.99

24 pin, 10cps draf, 10 fonts, quiet mode, 240cps.
2

Semiautosheetfeeder..
Automatic Sheetfeedel
CanonBJ IOex

Laser quality output. Larger buffer than the
et CananiS e bubbi s arrdgs 1799
Canon B)20., ...£309.9

Bullin suto sheatfesder and xirafaciise han
BjI0

£229.99

CanonBJ300...........£379.99
Desktop bubble et with aser quality
Canon BJ330..

‘Wide carriage version of he BJ300
B)|0ex Autosheetfeeder...£52.99
Hewlett Packard Printers

HP500 mono..now £334.99 \

HP 500 Colour.......£509.99
HP500 mono cartridges....£14.99

AIIHP printers come with a3 year warranty.

‘With the FIRST EXTRAS Pack you
can make sure you have every thing
you need when buying an Atari. All
the essentials required for the first
time buyer and at a bargain price!!
Comprises:
®Top quality microswitched
Powerplay Cruiser joystick
®Mouse Mat
Dust Cover
10 high quality Blank Disks
®Plus 3 extra games!!

only £29.99

All our monitors are UK spec.
All monitors come complete
with a free Atari lead. |

'WARNING: Before you purchase a monitor make |
sure it has a ful UK specifcation. You might be
buyingwhatyouthinkisasimilar montoratalower
price but it s likely to be a "GREY" import. These
‘monitors donot comply with Briishsafey standards
and are not covered by an offical warranty

PHILIPS CM8833 mx2

now with Lotus Turbo Esprit
only £199.99 UK Sp

The Atari 1435
Stereo Colour Monitor
TEITb67chlea: ievabed and eoore

only £209.99 UK Spec

NEW Atari SM 146
with 14" high res screen

| only £129.99 UK spec

GOLDSTAR REMOTE

:nntrnl TVImnmtor

now only L I i79. 99
SPECIAL OFFERS ON ACCESSORIES
'WHEN BOUGHT WITH A MONITOR!!
TILT & SWIVEL STAND! 9
14" MONITOR COVERS..

SUPRA MODEMS,
The New super fast

Supra-Fax Modem
V.32 bis (14400 baud 1)

9
.99

only £259.99!!!
Supra Fax Plus
(up to 9600 BPS)

Bt anlyie 13999
Supra 2400

only £79.99




THE COMPLETE
COLOUR SOLUTION
BY ROMBO
As offcal dealers for Rombo, weare nowable to
offer this excellent package at a great price. The
Complete Colour Solution comes with RGB
| Spliter, id ST, Vidi Chrome and Power supply

now only £119.99
VIDI-ST

High quality digtizingInc Vidichrome colourising
software

only £79.99
RGB SPLITTER

Enablesyouto Colour Digizeinasecond. Replaces.
red green blue fiter set. Can be used with al
| Romboproducts

only £54.99

ARD DRIVES

As authorised dealers for PROTAR
‘we can offer these high performance
| drivesattruly realistic prices

These drives are autobooting, high
spec, fast access and VERY QUIET.
The DC range come with a 6k disk
cache as standard that can reduce

| diskaccessing time by 50% Standard
warranty | year, The DC range
comes with 2years

40ms

Progate 20..
| only £215.99
Progate 40.

only £289.99
Progate 50DC...[9ms
only £339.99
Progate 80..
only £419.99
Progate 105DC..|6ms
only £469.99
| Progate 120DC..|6ms
only £589.99

Progate 240DC..|5ms
| only£919.99

Progate 440DC.15ms

only £1389.99
| Progate 500DC. 15ms
only £1589.99
BARE HARD DRIVES AVAIL-
ABLE FOR UPGRADES....£POA

EMULATORS

| Vortex ATonce 3865X
only £299.99
PC Speed 8Mhz PC/XT
\ only £95.99
8Mhz AT SPEED
only £149.99
| 16Mhz AT SPEED
| only £224.99
| Fitting service available and
full repair service on all
Atari Product!!

8ms

‘ 8ms

THE POWER
SCANNER

only £94.99
|MICE & TRACKERBALLS
NAKSHA MOUSE dth @, 1 Stealth
only £24. 99
GENIOUS Hap,‘:y‘mouse

only £19.99
GOLDEN IMAGE Brush
mouse with Deluxe paint ST

only £24.99
GOLDEN IMAGE
OPTICAL MOUSE

only £29.99
Zydec Trackball..£29.99
Golden ImageTrackball£37.99
DISK DRIVES
Zydec 3.5"
ExternalDrlve

onfy £49.99

SAMPLERS
REPLAY 16 by Microdeal

only£119.99
only £66.99
£29.99

REPLAY 8
STEREO MASTER
» FRONTIER
RAM
EXPANSlONS

modules
4Mbunpopulated...

4Mbpopulatedto5 | 2k.
4Mb populated to2Mb.
4 Mb pnpulatad(o4 Mb.

The Zy-Fl Stereo System

| This is 2 powerful speake system with built i
stereo .m,mr i g o an At STE:
Commodo

only £38.99

THE POWER RIPPER
CARTRIDGE
The ultimate cartridge for the Arari ST.
Essential tool for programmers and game
| players alike. gives you the Abilty to rip into
any Atari program on the market

only £23.99
RAMCHIPS

1 MEG by 819 SIMM boards as used in the Atari
STE and Frontier Deluxe ezpansion modules

only £22.99 ;.m
FORGET ME CLOCK 2

his is a real time clockthat plugs into the.
(zrlrm’sa port. Includes a throu gh pore

|SOFTWARE

'WORD PROCESSING & DT
CALLIGRAPHERDTP

o e Ge

Caligrapherbro
Calligrapher Gold.

Protext 4.3

Nich mall imerge, [He|
ind lghtning fase

he
only £39.99

PAGESTREAM

VERSION 2.2

grdsatbuarciorsesingtmeand & |1
Eronier products ey s Tal 3 year | (01
only £17.99 I
| i only£l39 99 UK Spec
‘ » Ata;l S'I;_ TIMEWORKS 2
owerSupplies PUBLISHER
only £39.99
| Atari Internal Drives | oic i i e
‘ only £49.99 now only £82. 99
Monitor Switcher Box (switches = Firstword Plusv3.2.
colour i h  Thats Write V.2

asSM144& 8833 MK2)......only £17.99
Mousefjoystickswitcher (putjoystick
andmouse mtoanapur) niyEl3.99
‘VldeoS(anSwnt ly £19.99
2 way Parallel port do hox with

Write On word publisher.
Protext Version5.53 WIP.

VIDEO AND GRAPHICS
Deluxe Paint ST inc mous:

cable, £17.99 | Flexi Dump Plu
lead: £4.99 | HYPER Paint.
QUALITY 3.99 Spectrum 512 £
‘ | 25 capaciTy piskBox. y PROGRAMMING
40CAP LOCKABLE DISKBOX. Devpac 3 ST....

IocamLockasLEisKBoX
S0 CAP STACKABLE BANKBD
| s0cas sTackas rosso
ATANERDUSTCOVER.

b ————
MONITORDUSTCOVER 439

GFA Basic Interpreter V3.
GFA Basic Com
STOS3D.
STOS Interpretor.
STOS Compile

MUSIC/SOUND

[ 99
STTOSCART CABLES 9.99

STD 1.8 METRE PRINTER STAND..£4.99
MODEM & NULL MODEM CABLES..£9.99
L2WAY Paraliel port shar

complete with labels
Disk Labels....500...now only £6.99
Disk Labels.000....now only £9.99

19.99

39.99

19.99
Stereo Master.. 29.99

BUSINESS

Home Accounts 37.99
K Spread 3. 59.99
Prodata Da!ahzse 59.99
SBA Casl 69.99
System 3 Accoun 39.99

UTILITIES
DIAMOND BACK 2
i \"yf‘i".ml]f‘l\ i
it Go1D ikkts

only £34.99

Neodesk 3 Desktoy
Compuscript.

.£34.99
£199.99




ou haven't got a 21in greyscale
Y monitor? Shame on you! You're

using a simple hand scanner?
You can't be serious about DTP! You
don't have 4Mb of memory? I'll et you
into a secret - nor did I until three
months ago.

‘We're all victims of advertising and
‘marketing hype that makes us feel we
need bigger and better systems. Most
magazine guides to DTP on the ST tell
you all the wonderful things you can
produce on a basic 520 machine, yet
every other review or advert seems to
urge you to pay for more expensive soft-
ware or expand your ST to the limit.

Contradiction

Judging by the mailbag here at ST
User, this apparent contradiction cer-
tainly confuses quite a few users want-
ing to start out in DTP.

Common questions are “Should I
expand my ST to 2 or 4Mb?”, “What
sort of printer do I need?” or “Which
DTP package is best for a monthly
church newsletter?”.

In this, the first in a two-part feature,
continued on page 58, we'll look at
choosing suitable software,

One of the longest running debates in
the computer industry has always been
whether to choose the software or the

] o]
Publishing partners

Just what is it you really need for DTP?
Andrew Wright offers some pointers to
choosing the right software

hardware first.

Many companies buy a particular
product then a machine to run it on.
Others get the best equipment they can
afford and then look for something to
use with it.

ST users are faced with the same prob-
Tem, except that the choice of computer
has already been made. So let's look at
the problem from another angle.

What do you want the software to
do? The box on this page looks at
various applications and suitable
software.

‘The list of requirements isn't exhaus-
tive by any means, but it should serve to
provide some pointers as to which pack-
age will suit you best.

‘The other concern, of course, when
choosing a packege is the overall quality
of the package and how easy it is to use
and live with.

GST's Timeworks and the brand new
Easytext Professional, just starting to
ship as I write, are two broadly compara-
ble packages relying on GDOS fonts and

few frlls.

‘The onus is on ease of use and
‘Timeworks particularly has won plenty
of followers, including me, with its
superb interface and intuitive way of
doing things. Newsletters, reports and
leaflets are the bread and butter of these
packages.

Although missing the close typo-
graphical controls found in professional
systems, balancing colums isn't diffi-
cult and there is a wide range of import
facilities.

Unbeatable

PageStream s proving extremely pop-
ular with ST users - its wide range of fea-
tures and excellent price appears to offer
unbeatable value.

Its direct support for standard Adobe
‘Type 1 Postscript fonts as used in the PC
and the ability to import a wide range of
‘graphics files from other machines
makes it look very good on paper, not to

‘mention the powerful colour handling
(separations and spot colour) and facili-
s for skewing, rotating and stretching
blocks of text.

Its main disadvantage is the lack of
speed and very slow screen redrawing. A
year ago, Calamus - as v1.09n - was
king, but the recently improved ver-
sions of Timeworks and FageStream
seem to have robbed it of most of its
glory, despite the remarkable drop in

rice.

‘The lack of PostScript support is the
‘main problem for semi-professional use
although there are bureaux such as CY
Services in Nottingham which will out-
put Calamus fles onto bromide (this is
a form of very high resolution printing
‘which creates a high quality original
for photocopying or commercial
printing).

The top two programs, Didot
Professional and Calamus SL need little
description.

1f you can afford cither, they'll per-
form almost any job well, although
Didot Professional is better for short,
graphics intensive documents while
Calamus s a better, if much slower, all
rounder.

Not only do they cost more, how-

Fill in the blanks - a form designed in Calamus

Newsletters
‘The prime object of a newsletter is to communicate information and ideas to a
particular group of people ~ they can be members of the same chwrh or special
employees i npany or even a comp:

As such, newsletter readers are usually a captive audience, but that doesn't
‘negate the need for imaginative design.

Newsletters ly range from single sheets of A4 wple 12-page
affairs, folded and bound by staples. As a result, they have to be duplicated in
considerable numbers either by photocopying or a cheap commercial process.

Most newsletters will contain a fancy-looking masthead and several graphics,
if only to prevent the thing looking too ruch like someone’s dissertation. The rest

What do you want your

in produicing newsletters. For the best results it should be possible to vary line
and character spacing (leading) by small amouts to make columns balance and
eliminate widows and orphans.

A good range of quality typefaces is also important, particularly those suitable
for body text (see this monti's DTP Aspects for more information).

‘Colour is not normally a requirement although there s o reason why.
coulds't e spot colour ~ a single uniform colour ~ for the masthead ifit s being.
commrcially pinted.

Posters
‘The purpose of posters is obvious ~ to attract attention and convey a simple mes-
sage as quickly as possible. Many posters need to be read in the time it takes to
walk r even drive past them in a car.

Others need to attract attention and then offer more information once the
reader is up close. You need to bear in mind which type of poster you need before
you design it.

Posters are created in an entirely different way to fanzines or newsletters. A
poster might have very little text apart from a simple banner and could just as
easily be designed in an art package such as Degas Elite. On the
other hand, a poster needs a good solid display typeface and art packages with a
g00d range of these available are quite rare.

Posters are more likely to be photocopied than commercially printed but if
only afew are needed, they can be produced on your own printer, using colour if
necessay.

The main requirements of a suitable DTP package are firstly that it should
hnw @ good range of outline typefaces available, and secondly, that it should be

ipulate text both by rotating it and by distorting or tinting it.

will be text plus the odd tinted box or rule. is of prime importay
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Timeworks tips

Timeworks is a superb package but sooner or later you'll
get fed up with using the same old fonts in your docu
ments. There are plenty of GDOS fonts in the public
domain which work well enough but none are of suffi
cient quality for body text.

Nor are there very many available commercially
except the ST Club's excellent Castleton Roman and
Derwent faces.

One answer comes from GST themselves - Typografica
This is a PC program that converts included outlines into
GEM fonts at any size and weight. There are two excel
lent collections, The Newsletter Collection and The
Decorative Collection, which include some high quality
typefaces and the Typografica program.

If you've got a PC emulator, fine. If not, you'll have to
borrow a friend’s machine or use the one at work. You
pick the font size and Typografica does the rest. Howev

ever, but they need more hardware such
as hard disks and mono monitors.

So what are the main factors to look  libraries.

ones to download from CIX or
Compuserve or order from PD

Some beautiful typefaces from GST -
for those of you with PC emulators!
you will also need Jeremy Hughes' Trimfont
available from the ST Club to convert them properly to
ST format.

gant about supporting ‘foreign” text
formats - they don't bother and virtu-
ally everything has to be converted to

for in choosing a DTP package? Much
will depend on what it is to be used for,
as we have seen.

Programs which can use outline fonts
can also display a far wider range than
‘Timeworks or Easytext, making them a

Ascii first.
For graphics, it will depend on how
they are created. If you scan your own

Postscript will either be critical or
irrelevant, depending on the level at
which you will be working. PostScript is
a page description language that
controls how to lay things out on the

Sources

age.
Both PostScript and Calamus outline

fonts are expensive when bought com-

mercially, but there are plenty of free

from other computers

better bet for posters and adverts.

If you use text or graphics from sev-
eral sources, you'll need to be very care-
ful that you can actually handle them,
especially if some of them originate

‘The top DTP packages are quite arro-

or draw them yourself, stick to the key
ST formats such IMG or Degas and you
can't go wror

If you are using files supplied by out-
side agencies, TIFF support is a must.
‘There are plenty of conversion programs
however, so all will not be lost.
@ Next month we have a special feature on
fonts and show how to design your own

DTP software to do?

Finally, it should Fave very flexible graphics import as several different fr-
mats, both bitmap and vector, might be used on the same page.

Leaflets and brochures
Leaflets and brochures are like personal posters. They are designed to be
placed in front of individuals and must attract attention swiftly while still
carrying the required detailed information.

They do not need to be quite as bold but nonetheless, if a reader’s
attention wanes, it will be discarded.

Documents in this category lie somewhere between newsletters and
posters. Not quite as text heavy, they still need to be typographically acau-
rate but with strong advertising appeal. This makes it important to use bold
graphics and display typefaces alongside tidily formatted text columns.

‘The ideal DTP package for leaflets and brochures will have most of
the necessary features for creating both newsletters and posters but it need
ot be overly complex.

Forms
Forms are always associated with red tape but in fact they are essential to
the smooth runnirg of many businesses, from small home operations to
‘multinational corporations. The physical aspects of forms design are catered
for by most DTP packages, but some are better than others.

A duplicate function is useful o that lines and boxes can be spaced
regularly over an area without the need to measure distances. The capacity
to create lines of differing thicknesses and design, bordered boxes and a
g00d background grid with “snap to” facility is also important. Text rota-
tion can also be handy, especially when the form is a complex one.

Didot Professional would be my first choice for a short

Reports and papers
Students and businessmen will be no stranger to reports. Whether it's your
‘monthly sales figures or your end of course dissertation, presenting your informa-
tion properly is the first step to success.

In the USA, in fact, some schools and colleges have banned the submission of
desktop published work because it was gairing higher marks than the same stan-
dard work submitted in hand-written style!

‘The same features will be needed as for newsletters - good typographical con-
trol with good quality typefaces. Of course, you may need to use mathematical
equations or statistical analysis.

Programs such as Redacteur with its built-in symbol editor and Wordflair
with its charting features might be more suitable than a dedicated DTP package.
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PageStream 2.1

Calamus 1.09

Didot Professional

Calamus SL

£149.99 £139.99 £495 .
Supplier Sof < Silica Syscems. Halco c Halco
Telephone 0254 672965 0480 496666 081-309 II11 0734441525 __ 0B1-686 8121 _ 0734 441525
Minimum RAM ™Mb 2Mb ™Mb 2Mb 2Mb
i Med/Hi Med/Hi Med/Hi Hi Hi Hi
Disk drive Floppy. Floppy. Floppy Floppy Hard Hard
GDOS/GEM Yes Yes Blank Blank Blank Blank
PostScript outline Blank Blank Yes Blank Yes Blank
Calamus CFN outline Blank Blank Blank Yes Yes Yes
Pagestream outline No No. Yes No No No
dwriter Yes Yes No No No No
ST Word/K-Word Yes Yes No. No No No
Protext Yes Yes No. No No No
Yes Yes Yes No No. No
That's Write No No Yes No No No
i No. No Yes No No No
WordPerfect No. Yes Yes Yes No No
Microsofe Write No. No No Yes No. No
PC formats No Yes Yes No No No
MG Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
GEM Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
TIF No Yes Yes No Yes Yes
EPS No Yes Yes No No No
\ cvG No. No Yes Yes Yes Yes
Degas Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
GIF No No Yes o B Yes
NEC Yes Yes Yes o ° No
u“ Tiny Yes No Yes o o No
; PCX No. Yes Yes B B No
\ IFF No Yes Yes o o Yes
Doodie Yes No No o o No.
PIC o Yes No o o No
Y 3 : : : ne
{ Macpaine o o Yes o o No
STAD o o Yes Yes o Yes
Retouche i o No No. Yes No.
AM o B No No No Yes
Targa o B No No No Yes
“ Poseseript No ves Yes No Yes No
-pin dot matrix Yes Yes Yes Yes Limited Yes
4-pin dot matrix Yes Yes Yes Yes Limited Yes
Deskjet Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No.
Laserjet Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Yes No Yes No No Yes
Actari lasers Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Spot/process colour
Halftone screening No No Yes No Yes Yes
Irregular text wrap N Yes Limited Yes Yes Yes
No No. o No
Graphics rotation
Adjust character size No. No. oint o
Adjust leadi 0.01 poinc 1 point 0.01 point 0.1 point 0.01mm 0.01 point
Adjust char. spaci 0.01 point No 0.01 em 0.1 point 1% 0.001 poine
‘ext rotation No No Yes Yes Yes Yes
ext. No No Yes No Yes Yes
inted text No No Yes No Yes Yes
ext editor No No. No Yes Yes Yes
pell checker No. No Yes Yes No No
=

20 drari s7 Usde Noverbe: 1992

Notes: The table is not meant to be a definitive uide to each package's capabilties. Rather it is meant to provide
an idea of the strengths and weakness of each in relation to the others for various DTP purpose
its "useability” ~ how it interacts with other software such as wordprocessors and graphics packages.

es. It also indicates



FED UP WAITING? = COMPUTER MATES (UK) LTD.

JUST ADD £2.00 TO YOUR TOTAL

CHEQUES/POSTAL ORDERS T

ORDER FOR A GUARANTEED COMPUTER MATES (UK) LTD.

* NEXT DAY DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR = e o
(* ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BEFORE 3.30pm excluding weekends) Jeasssisan, A\ TEL: 0753 553535 (3 lines) FAX: 0753 553530
ALL PRICES INCLUDE V.A.T. & DELIVERY
MITSUBISHI BRANDED DISKS NEW JUST APPOINTED DEALER

V 4 525"(360K)  5.25"(1.6Meg)  35"(1MEG)  3.5"2MEG(1.44) GOLD MASTER BRANDED
BOX/10  5.00 7.00 7.00 12.00 2 FOR 1 LIFE TIME WARRANTY

L@@K! Great deals on Mitsubishi 3.5" Branded Disk: ﬂ& el Pl -
5 Boxes MF2DD (50 Disks) ..Only £26.00 MEID  aow M ao
10 Boxes MF2DD (100 Disks) Only £50.00 AR BOX 50 7.50
5 Boxes MF2HD (50 Disks) .Only £45.00 HTRHEIR 3%%oxes 850 7.00
10 Boxes MF2HD (100 Disks) Only £88.00 6-10BOXES 550 6.75 1200
+20% OFF ALL STORAGE BOXES WITH ABOVE DEALS Rainbow Colours — White, Red, Green, Orange, Yellow

3.5" MITSUBISHI BULK MEDIA 5.25" BULK DISKS
LIFE TIME WARRANTY Packed in 25’s with Envelopes,
DSDD DSHD Labels, Lifetime Warran y e 2
£21.00 £32.50 25 Di o oot il E 2150 QS151 Avalor5..
£40.00 £63.50 isks £850 £8. B e1200 = Ed
275. 0 £12550 50 Dlsks £1s 00 £16. 25 gg 00 scuesaome

NNTENDO Q180 it 3.
Q510N Pyhon2 5950 Q140 Chinead

sks 00
Disk 0 £29550 | 10001 Peease CALL
1000 DISkS i £329 []s £580.50 MICE TRACKERBALLS

NOTE: The above disk an hlSlﬂ on > 55% Z\Ipnlllu level,
choaper tiss re avaiable ~ ple s

STORAGE BOXES
A5 DISKCAPACITY 525" DisKcaPAcrTY  STACKABLE BOXES|

COMPUTER MATES | HitGohiosore: E T e
BRANDED DISKS ATARVAMIGA TRACKBALL ) 20 oul dece i e
OR ARRA e L 525 Bimys 2005130
MOUSE POC.K.E BImMBY BDXES CAN ALSO HOLD 3 2.8' VIDEO TAPES, CARTRIDGES
3.5" DISKS MOUSE STAGE o2 o s SOUEBOGSLOCUBLE  ZEWS.
DSDD  DSHD MOUSE MAT H. o g,?g ;EXEE &NEN ORDEF N{; 10 :%K DISKS OR MORE

£150. 5Cap. £1.15.
Gardboard Disk Masters... £150/1000 or £25/100
D OVER

50Disks  £23.00 £35.00
100Disks  £45.00 £69.00
200Disks £85.00 £137.00
500Disks £200.00 £326.00 | £210.00
PECIAL O R 0
LOOK SAVE YOUR EYES

{20714 COLOUROR MOND FILTER SCREEN

PAPER TRIMMER ..

umma\ G i
Optica Glass Filter 20°
iz 104 TIT & TURA Wi FANDY KNOB

PR D
PRINTER STAND (Fm)
800132 COLUM.

BN PRINTER LEADS ..

CENTRONICS OR SERIAL
2WAY

- JOYSTICKS AL MACHWES P/C 15.00
500
US55 2 0195 (625 WITH W) BATA SWITCH TEADS 800 each

100 £1.00, 1000 £8.00
SINGLE OR MULTICOLOUR AVAILABLE KEYBOARD DRAWER + MONITOR @@K!
OPY HOLDER SiCRUSTAND 20 VIDED TAPES, E180, LIFETIME WARRANTY, 3 HOURS
10 £90

A4 Desk Top Anglepoi £15.99 FOR £20; 50 FOR
o Anq\epnlse G-clamp...... § 80 COLUNN M) RULER £3.00
0

Pa er cn Woior Sids S ’ X ;
Paper Cilp Montor Top, PRINTER :
SORRY! SORRY! SORRY! DATA CARTRIDGES RETAIL PACKED BLUE BOX DISKS
00 NOT PRICE MATCH BUT WE DO GIVE - B170 5 00 | AL BLUE BOX DISKS ARE COMPLETELY PACKAGED IN BLUE PRINTED
DC00R......£17.05  DOBS2.......£24.00 | G, ogiaan goyes Wit LABELS. 100% GUARANTEED FORLIFE
DCBOOKL......£17,50  DC6525.......£28.00 | ol Eerc o =
DC300XLP.....£15.50  DC1000 10Mb£16.50 MF 20D 10's 1 Meg MF 2HD 10’52 Mea N-2D 48TPI 360K
DC300EXL....£1870  DC1000 20Mb£16.50 80¢(1)...... 400
MF-2 's 1 Mk MF ZHD 30
Pmct LISTWITH YOUR ORDER OR S0 24p | DOOOOA......£1350  DC2OMO......£1350 ‘B;f;’g’,?“‘ j“(m a0 “g:vw
DCG1S0........£17.50  DC2080 e ] S
[;ALL SAM OR PAT NOW! | 0c6250........£24.00 DC2120.. 25 Disksir 25 Gapacity 25 Disks in 25 Capacily
ON 0753 553535 QUANTITY DISCOUNTS: PLEASE CALL OR FAX | 45, SOR0SB0 o StomteBoc o

FED UP WAITING? ALL ORDERS ARE NORMALLY DELIVERED TO YOU WITHIN 48 HOURS
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Desktop publishi

Scanner appeal

Scanners are rapidly becoming indispensable in DTP. There is a much wider
range of options available on the ST now, including full colour (see this
month's feature on using colour in DTP).

At the time of writing there isn't a true greyscale hand-held scanner avail-
able on the ST; the Logitech Scanman may arrive in the near future but there
is currently no interface card.

Evesham Micros supply a simple hand-held with the Daatascan software
but there are better models available from Power (see our review in the
September issue) and Naksha.

The new Naksha scanner is a surprisingly late arrival from a company
renowned for the quality of its add-ons such as mice. The scanner head is
the same shape as its competitors but it has an extra set of rollers at the rear
which make for much steadier scanning. Much more accurate scans are pos.
sible as a result.

The scanner plugs into the ST's cartridge port via a small interface the size
of a pack of cards which also has a connector for the external power supply
The leads from the power unit and the head are both long enough for most
desktop arrangements

A switch on the right offers four dithering methods
art whilea second set of switches on the left selects low, medium or high
(200, 300 or 400 dpi) resolution. There is also a wheel controlling brightness.

cluding one for line

Rubber coated rollers
If you've never used a hand scanner before, the light sensitive unit is
underneath the scanner head which has rubber-coated rollers to make the
head glide smoothly over the scanned surface. Quite good results can be
achieved with some practice and being prepared to make two or three

attempts at each scan.

The Naksha is still a single bit scanner like the Evesham, Golden Image
Datel and Power models which are also available. In other words it scans
greys by dithering the input to represent the various grey levels, using a 4 x
4 or even larger grid, depending on the setting.

The clever part of the Naksha package is the software, a new version of
Touch-Up (v1.8) which converts the dithered mono scans back into 256
greyscales. The result is an industry standard TIFF file (or, incidentally, a 16-
greyscale IFF) which can be imported into any DTP package (except Easytext
or Calamus 1.09)

Because it is a true greyscale image it can be resized without loss of detail
or the dreaded Moire distortion patterns which normally occur when resiz-
ing scanned photographic images.

On the negative side, a 300dpi scan becomes 75dpi due to the conversion
process but this is actually a small price to pay for most DTP work as typical
reproduction methods such as photocopying can't handle much higher reso-
lutions anyway

Note that Touch-Up won't allow
you to edit or manipulate the
greyscale image in any way - you'll
need additional software for that,
such as Retouche or Reprostu

The Naksha software requires at
least TMb of memory but it is with-
out doubt the best hand scanner for
the ST on the market. It comes
highly recommended and at
£113.62 plus VAT it won't break the

bank. Naksha are on 0925 56398.  Touch-Up 1.8 in greyscale mode.
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et’s assume you've decided on a
I DTP package to suit your needs,

It might be £40 worth of
Easytext Professional or it might be
£600 worth of Calamus SL. What sort of
hardware do you nezd?

We'll assume that you've got an ST~
perhaps even a TT - but what kind? It
‘makes no difference whether it's an ST
oran STE as far as DTP goes. Forget the
extra colours and souped up sound
effects - they're strictly for games and
colour graphics,

‘You can only run DTP programs on
colour monitors or TVs in mediu reso-
lution - at lower resolutions you simply
wouldn't be able to see enough of the
‘page area to work or it properly any-
way. A TV will look rather blurred espe-
cially for close up work but most people
will be happy using a colour monitor.

The best bet, if you're even half seri-
ous about DTP (and the only option
with programs such as Didot
Professional and Calamus which only
run in high resolution), is a mono mon-
itor.

Excellent

Atari’s SM124/5 and new SM144
models are excellent products - the clar-
ity is stunning when you gaze at your
favourite wordprocessor or DTP package
running for the first sime in high
resolution.

‘There are twice as many pixels in
‘hi-res mode and this makes a consider-
able difference for accurately position-
ing objects such as fine rules and lines.
The SM144 costs around £140 new.

A more cost-effective alternative
would be to look for a second-hand
SM124 model. They are very reliable
and should be a good buy.

Memory upgrades are on everyone's
mind these days. The price is dropping,
especially if you can handle a soldering
iron, and it makes all the difference to
the way programs run.

The only DTP program with a chance
of running in 512k is Timeworks,
Version 1.12 will run reasonably well
but the new version,
Timeworks 2, really
needs more - it will
run comfortably with
IMb. Even the budge:
package, Easytext
Professional, needs 1Mb,
as does Calamus 1.09n.

PageStream will actu-
ally run in 1Mb but you'll
soon run out of memory if
you add a graphic or more
than one font. The recom-
mended minimum is 2Mb but
1I'd advise 4Mb - with this
amount of spare room, fonts
can be cached and the program
runs a little quicker, especially
when redrawing the screen.

Qut of Henory

u
Please save under a tenp file

Banish these headaches
‘memory upgrade

that it will run in 1Mb but I'd hate to
try it. The 2Mb recommended mini-
mum should be adequate unless you are
using a lot of graphics and additional
fonts. Didot Professional needs a mini-
mum of 2Mb but quickly runs out of
memory when printing complex pages.
Consider 4Mb as the minimum here.

1 you're looking to upgrade, though,
go for the maximum you can afford. If
you can stretch to 4Mb, it will open up
whole new horizons - you can run pro-
‘grams at lightning speed using RAM
disks and use as many graphics and
fonts as you like.

Accessories

You can also keep useful desk acces-
sories or AUTO folder programs loaded
all the time - text editors, font editors,
image viewers and screen grabbers are
particularly useful in DTP.

Disk drives are another area of diffi-
culty. Timeworks works well from a
floppy disk drive and Calamus 1.09 isn’t
noticeably slower, although there can be
confusion when changing fonts disks.

PageStream will run frcm floppy
drives at a pinch but it needs some care
with disk swapping to

As for Calamus SL, Halco claim Titan Design’s Reflex

Graphics card doubles

‘standard high resolutio



avoid crashes. Two
floppy drives is a bet-
ter bet but I'd advise
saving the cash and
putting it towards a
hard disk. Hard disks
are guaranteed to
improve the perfor-
mance of almost
area of computing.

‘Timeworks is a
drudge to load from
floppy but it loads in
a flash from a hard
drive (or a RAM disk
for that matter).
Didot and Calamus
SL both need hard drives - don't even
think about usiag them with floppy disk
drives.

All the ST DTP packages work well
with 9-pin and 24-pin printers, which is
just as well as they're still the prime
choice of ST users. Cheap to buy and
run, yet very durable and reliable, they
run almost forever and work with virtu-
ally all software, provided they are
Epson FX comgpatible.

Photocopying

Most of the 9-pin drivers work at 120
X 144dpi resolution, which isn't too bad
as photocopying will remove any extra
detail. If you need to use the printed
result as a master in a commercial print-
ing process, however, then a somewhat
higher resolution is called for.

Most 24-pin printers are capable of
360 x 360dpi, a higher resolution than
the average laser or the popular HP
Deskjet. However, because it is a high
impact printer, the 24-pin tends to look
somewhat rougher than laser or inkjet
output but it does have the advantage of
‘much lower running costs.

Note that a daisywheel printer is a

complete waste of time - it might look

very sharp when printing text from a

wordprocessor but it can't handle the

‘graphic output from a DTP program. Be
ed!

1f you want to eam a lttle cash from
your efforts, you'll have to be prepared
to move up a rung on the DTP ladder.
‘This will involve learning to handle
PostScript, the industry’s standard page
layout system.

‘When a document is commercially
printed by offset lithography - the usual
budget method for newsletters, leaflets
and forms - a high resolution master is
required.

For most jobs, the output from a laser
or even an inkjet is perfectly acceptable
but for top results a bromide has to be
obtained.

Typesetter

‘This is basically a very high resolution
printout using a special machine called
a typesetter — it prirts at up to 2,540dpi
(or more) on special bromide paper. An
A4 bromide wil typically cost £5 or £6,
less as the quantity increases.

‘Timeworks, PageStream and Didot
Professional all handle PostScript output
making them suitable for hooking up to
a PostScript laser or producing files for
DTP bureaux to turn into bromides. The
same bromides can be obtained by
Calamus users but there are far fewer
bureaux.

Hopefully this aticle will have pro-
vided a few pointers as to the hardware
you are likely to need -~ and the hard-
ware you'll forever lust after!

Armed with a standard ST and the
right DTP package ‘or your needs, you'll
be able to produce good quality work -
safe and secure in the knowledge that
there will be plenty of room to expand
later.

Reflex action

What hardware do you

need to make the most

of DTP? Andrew Wright
looks at the options

Desktop b"ubli‘shmg

Even the ST's mono 640 x 400 screen can get small, espe- age at a size that's convenient for viewing, At the top of the
cially when you are regularly producing Ad pages. You can't  scale s the Eizo Flexscan 21in monitor which will set you
display a whole page and work on it at the same time. The  back well over £1,000, a worthwhile add-on for the profes-
answeris to add a special piece of hardware that will increase sional but a little hard to justify for most of us. Contact Titan
the number of pixels displayed on your screen. Youcould  Designs on 021-415 4155 for more details.

then even consider buying a larger monitor.

“The most widely used card s the Reflex graphics card sup-
plied by Titan Designs now at a reduced price of £199. It will
let your ST display up to 1,024 x 960 pixels, almost double the
standard high resolution, on an Atari SM124/5 monitor.

You will then be able to view a full page at a time and
‘make amencments or move graphics and text while watch-
ing the effect on the whole page. The Reflex is also compati-
ble with most other software such as graphics programs,
‘wordprocessors and spreadsheets.

Ttis simple to fit - it just plugs straight into a Mega ST's
expansion bus and comes with a ftting kit for standard
ST/STE.

Of course, the display is  little small on an Atari monitor
5o there are other options, The £399 Samsung A4 15in moni-
tor s shaped like an A4 page and provides full A4 page cover-

the
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Millmead Business Centre
Millmead Road

GASTEINER &

@ICD Marpet EME Po EB Tel: 081 365 1151

AATART Vo™= PHILIPS Fex: 081 885 1953

R ATARI GASTEINER MEGA DRIVE
For ST, STE, MEGA ST, MEGA STE
520 STE 1/2Mb £199.00 and FALCON §
5:0 :rr: M iimw All mega drives now comes with:-
:22 o fm ; ::‘gg * ICD host adaptor * High quality metal casing
1 - & ¢
1040 STE 1Mb £299.00 Backup soﬁ\.wre Power cable with plug
* Comprehensive manual
* 12 months back to base guarantee.
3 BEGA_SIE *DMA in and out (with thru’ port for an extra drive/laser printer)
OMb Without Hard Drive £379.00 Feature :- Fully Autobooting ,Autoparking, Fast Access SCSI drive.
1Mb Without Hard Drive £399.00 20 Mb 24ms (Seagate)  £199.00 [0 !
2 Wiliait Hurd Deive £42900 | 50 Mb 24Ms (Seagate)  £259.00 |
MWL W Soges  Ego | 52NN Quantum
' 7 M t
1Mb With 48Mb Seagate H/D £599.00 1?) 5 m ::Ms Quastuza)
2Mb With 48Mb Seagate H/D £629.00 8 Qi)
4Mb With 48Mb Seagate H/D £66500 | 125 Mb14Ms (Quantum)
OMb With 105Mb Quantum H/D £61900 | 210 Mb11Ms Quantum)
1Mb With 105Mb Quantum H/D £899.00 All Questums huve minimum 64K Caclie
2Mb With 105Mb Quantum H/D £929.00 Gasteiner Floptical 20Mb Drive £399.00
4Mb With 105Mb Quantum H/D £965.00 Gasteiner Floptical 20Mb Disks £ 24.00
1Mb With 210Mb Quantum H/D £999.00 Note 7
2Mb With 210Mb Quantum H/D £1029.00 ICD Controller With Clock For The Above Drives,
4Mb With 210Mb Quantum H/D £1065.00 Please Add £15.00 Extra.
Bare Drives :
Mega STE Hard Drives
STBOOK 0N Seagats B0 oM £199.00
1Mb 40Mb Hard Drive £1275.00 S0Mb Seagate £179.00 105Mb £300.00
1Mb 80Mb Hard Drive £147500 |52 Mb Quantum £199.00 | ) £389.00
limited quantity available 105Mb Quantum £279.00] p ices include official Atari
PIOMD s %9 | Mega STE Kit, Aari Host-
20 Mb ical di £24.00
FALCON loptical s Adpt and Software
1Mb Without Hard Drive £499.00 ICD Products
2Mb Without Hard Drive £529.00
4Mb Without Hard Drive Esmon - | 245pedST £4000 | ICD - THE LINK
8Mb Without Hard Drive emmes. | MSpedSTIC £100.00 Connects an Atari ST
16Mb Without Hard Drive £979.00 AdSCSI Micro Host Adpt £ 55.00 | computer to an exeternal SCSI
E : 5 AdSCSI Plus (with clock) £ 69.95 | hard drive, floptical drive, CD
1Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £am00 OO A Bk
2Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive ol N [ £59.00
4Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £979.00 S £ S5 .
8Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive £1179.00 scs' °[° s 4 et
16Mb With 64Mb Hard Drive 37900 [ e ;36
postage COURIER CHARGE £10.00. All prices inchude VAT

Gastainge acospts. paynanta. by Visa, Acooss, Chocuo ot pestal. otdak,
E.&.O.E. Prioos subjoot. to chango Witheut. netios, Goeds subjoct. to avadability, Spooification. Aubjeot. te changs witheut, netioa, AL Tadamatks
Acknovtodged.
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Unit 2
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Millmead Road

London N17 9QU

Tel: 081 365 1151

Fax: 081 885 1953

Mouse

Opuul Pen

Trackballs-

‘ad click and bokd

‘With duel colour
e and mouse bolder
£29.95 £34.95 £10.95 £14.95
Monitors
sM 124 £99.00
" |sm144 £145.00
SM 146 POA
£279.00 e
fiso0 |Philips 883301 £19500 | 'St Format 78% .
Atari SCI1435 £209.00 e s W3 pariz
i Monitor for ST, | wih cickof atusion . Eg. ommnect
Mouse |STE, Mega STE and s/ s peripherals.
1395 | Ejcon ew00 | TFI208 £14.95
h’t]!ﬂc it ‘Word Processing Software.
ﬁ s"?z”s 19 W+ £5500
0
Peripherals | =272 ey
12995 |Moso £1395 DIE St
= o & Pagestream V22 £149.00
rpet Gasteiner STE and “"""é:“" "‘::’;f Timowats Puticing 2 £n0
XTRAM Deluxe Simm [Mega STE Upgmie""“ 200 1 Cutaams 19 900
Upgrade for ST STF |1/2 Mb £12.00 Modem Cable £6.00 | CatrmsL £39.00
and Mega ST 2Mb £40.00 |Serial Cable £6.00 | Ok Saftware £16500
' PhilipsAtari STE Touch Up £49.00
:’:ﬁm :7?0? 4 Mb £80.00 | Cable £10.00 | Basy Drw £400
L TOS 2.06 10 Disks £1.00 | Opersudio ot
4Mb £109.00 £4995 | Cordless Cyler Comtecd o500
£49.95 |Mouse £45.00 | OberPeint a0
“ £1000
256 Greyscale Scanners e D it povs
Ashincteurs Desgn Disk £1000
Total solution for scanning A4 images £1000
Features - True greyscales , 100-400 dpi, 105mm head , £1000
OCR option £1000
o100
Top qualty

Touch UP and
Merge It Software

£119.95

Migraph.
MMW)WWM

with all Atarfs

Touch UP , Merge
It and Special OCR
software.
Mincrasm sysiem requirement
2Mb RAM, and a Hard Disk

£199.00

Full OCR Version
Software Available

£165.00

anw
amo
a0
omm
a5000

Onbuse Light

(COURIER CHARGE £10.00. All prices inchide VAL

Castsin: asoqpts panants. by Visa, Acosss, Choqus ot pesial ewdat,
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What you see...

Whatever use you have for your ST, yow'll be spending the majority of your
time looking at your monitor, so selecting the right one for you is an impor-
tant decision.

‘The majority of STs have a socket at the back which allows you to plug the
ST directly into a television. You can tell whether this s the case, in principle,
by the model number.

The M in STFM or STM means that there is a modulator - the piece of hard-
ware which allows the ST to produce a TV signal. Because of this, many ST
owners still use a TV as their only monitor.

Some televisions give an excellent picture from an ST, some not so good,
but in general, a TV will give a poorer picture than a monitor.

Code

The reason for this is that the modulator,

which produces the TV signal, has to code the
RGB output from the ST into a UHF signal,
which the TV then promptly decodes back to
send to the screen. With a monitor this cod-
ing/decoding does not take place, hence a
clearer picture.

An element of confusion is creeping in
these days with the appearance of TV/moni-
tors. Strictly speaking, these are monitors
which canalso pick up TV signals.

“This gives you the best of both worlds, as
long as you don’t want to watch TV while
you use your ST! I said “strictly speaking”
because there are a number of TVs being sold
as monitorstyle televisions, or other equally vague descriptions, which are
nothing more than televisions.

Many televisions and video recorders have Scart sockets, also known as
Euroconnectors and sometimes spelled Skart. The idea behind the Scart con-
nector is a good one - a standard plug and socket which contains just about
every connection you are likely to need for you audio-visual entertainment,

Problems arise when finding out exactly which pins ofa particular TV are
connected, and then finding a Scart cable to match it, with the correct plugs
at the other end to fit your ST! Luckily a number of companies offer such
cables but check with them before you part with any cash for that good look-
ing TV!

A colour monitor will give you a far clearer picture than a television. Even if
your TV locks pretty good to you, just wait until you see the screen on a dedi-
cated colour monitor!

A number of monitors are available from various suppliers and, to be hon-
est, most are very similar in all aspects except for price! If you have an STE, or
a Stereo cartridge on your ST, it may be worth looking out for a stereo moni-
tor.

‘These monitors have two speakers rather than the normal single speaker,
and will be able to take your stereo output usually using two standard audio
plugs. The sound quality of such monitors is nowhere near as good as  hi-fi

L

systcm but where space and/or money are short this can be a goed compro-

wmn Atari designed the ST as an Apple Macintosh beater, one thing they
did exactly right was to include a hi-res mono graphics mode, as well as the
lower resolution colour modes.

In order to get a very clear hi-res picture, the screen is generated at 70Hz. All
this means is that the picture on the monitor screen s refreshed 70 times every
second.

A normal TV or monitor picture in Britain is refreshed 50 times a second,
and in America 60 times. The advantage of this higher refresh rate is a very
steady picture at higher resolutions.

The disadvantage of this high refresh rate is that standard TVs and colour
monitors are unable to perform, and so you need a dedicated hi-res monitor.
Atari sensibly decided that, as the higher resolution itself is only black and
white, they would produce a cheap mono monitor.

‘There have been a couple of models of the
monitor from Atari, but to my knowledge no-
one else produces one, 50 you're limited in your
choice of manufacturers! That said, the moni-
tors are excellent, giving a crisp and clear pic-
ture with good contrast.

If you want o use your ST in both high reso-
lution, mono and colour, you have two choices.
Either you plug and unplug your ST from two.
different monitors - or a TV and a monitor - or
‘you buy a multisync monitor.

Multisync

A multisync monitor is quite simply a moni-
tor which can adjust its refresh rate. So you can
display a colour screen at 50Hz, then a mono
screen at 70Hz. These days, most multisyncs will adjust themselves for you,
but some models will need some knob twiddling when you change resolutions
to get the picture just right.

A couple of points to be aware of if looking for a multisync - remember that
there are colour and mono multisync monitors. Mono multisyncs work fine
with the ST, but you'll only get a black and white picture even in colour
modes.

You will need a special cable to connect your ST to a multisync. The cable
will need a switch, which you use to swap between colour and mono modes.
This will cause your ST to reboot. Although this is annoying sometimes, it is
quite easy to live with in most circumstances.

One advantage of GEM-based packages is that the window size is limited
only to the physical size of the screen - at least in principle.

This means that you can buy a large monitor and get a bigger Desktop
(again, in principle). If you are using your ST for serious DTP work, the addi-
tion of an A4 paper white monitor, and a graphics board to allow the ST to
drive it, brings a whole new meaning to the phrase What You See Is What You
Get.

Before parting with cash for this type of monitor - and they don't come
cheap - it is well worth checking that the software you intend to use will run
successfully using the monitor.

Scanning

Even if you only use it to forge your boss’
signature on the Christmas party memo, a
scanner can save you hours of toiling over
your art package.
If your artistic skills are limited,
and DIP is your game, then
ascanner could be the
ideal companion.

al\wg could be important. The higher the
u;hlunon, the more detailed picture it will
scan..
Make sure the scanner is wide enough to
‘encompass the type of image you may
- wish to scan, Although it is possible to
 scan different parts of the same image, and
 tack them | wgem:, I certainly wouldn't
mmnm itself may be the bee's

~ knees, but check out the software provided
: with it. You will almost certainly need to

automatically. i 4 touch up the pictures before putting them
Depending on n of ye to use, and pen-
printer, ion of the st r you sive, if “
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«..is what you get
pi of the of the paperl
about as likely as the paperless loo! Is your printed output all it could w
Whatever use you put your ST to, a printer is always a useful addition. The
type of printer you want, however, depends a great deal on exactly what you
want to do.

‘Whatever the printer, you are going to be using some software to print to it.

Many programs come with a range of printer drivers for different printers, so

make sure your software has a driver for the printer you are going to buy!
Many printers can emulate other printers, so you may find that you can

still use a printer even though you do not have a specific driver for that

particular model.
Try

that the pr
attach to the printer port of your ST. Most printers have v
Centronics ports, which simply plugs into your ST, and off you go.

Capable

Some are capable of using either serial (R$232) or parallel(Centronics).
Unless you want your printer to be a very long way from your ST, always usc
Centronics. Many printers are very noisy, Try to hear one working, printing
both text and gnphlcs,
you useyour

Most printer in characters
per second. Firstly, the figures quoted are Often grossly muleaﬂmg, sodon't
imagine that a 200cps printer will actually print 200 characters in a second! If

Upgrading your ST will go smoothly if
you follow Marc Young’s advice and
look before you leap

hichever model of ST you own, there always seems to be a
nagging voice in the back of your mind saying “upgrade
it!”, Whether you listen to this voice or not is another mat-

ter, but if you do, then what should you be looking for?

Is it better to buy a second floppy disk drive or to upgrade your
‘memory? Will a 40Mb hard disk drive be large enough? Exactly what is
a multisync monitor?

Read on, dear reader, and hopefully I will be able to answer some of
your questions - except perhaps for that all important query,”How do I
afford it?”

you use a DTP package, or similar, then
the page printed will, o all intents

and purposes, be printed as a

picture. This can take sey-
eral minutes on a slow
printer.

Printing power

Printing by means of nine pins being forced against the paper, with an ink-
soaked ribbon sandwiched between, these printers have been around for
years.

Print quality is generally poor, though many now have NLQ (Near Letter
Quality) modes which improve the quality sufficiently for letters. Not rec-
ommended for printing graphics, though it is certainly possible.

Quality
Using the same technology as the 9-pin printers, the 24 pins increzse the
quality dramatically by increasing the number of pins. Ideal for the average
home user, good enough for printing text and graphics at reasonable resolu-
tion.

Inkjet printers wark, as the name suggests, by firing a jet of ink at the
paper. Varying methods are used by different manufacturers.

These tend to use about 48 jets, so the resolution is the equivalent of dou-
ble that of a 24-pin dot matrix. The quality of many of these printers is
excellent, and they have the added advantage of very quiet operation.

These printers work by writing the image to be printed onto a metal
drum, using a laser. This use of lasers allows very high resolutions of 300 or
even 600 dots per inch.

While this has been matched recently by the bubblejet printers - at least
up to 360 dpi - the zccuracy of the positioning of the dots, and the uniform
size of the dots on alaser printer generally gives a slightly better quality
output. Also, once the image is made
up on a laser, the output is very fast
indeed.

Working using the same principle
as a typewriter, in that a character
moulded out of metal is hammered
against a ribbon and held against the
paper, these printers give the best pos-
sible quality at the expense of speed
and noise.
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More storage space

Floppy disks are fine for most home applications, but start using your ST
seriously and a hard drive must be high on the shopping list.

1 you use your ST a lot, yow'll probably find that quite a proportion of
your time is spent waiting for programs to load, or data to be loaded or
saved.

1f your program collection spans several floppy disks, you will also proba-
bly spend quite some time trying to find the correct disk!

All this can become a thing of the past with a hard disk. Atari sensibly
included a DMA port on the ST, which allows it to transfer data at a very
high rate with external devices.

Unfortunately, there are not exactly a great number of devices which can
simply plug into this port and be used - instead the ST has to plug into an
adaptor, which is in turn plugged into the device (such as a hard disk).

In the computing world, SCSI (pronounced Scuzzy, an acronym for Small
Computer System Interface) is a standard for many peripherals, including
hard disk drives.

Interface
There are, then, a large number of SCSI hard disk drives. This makes
them relatively cheap. But the ST doesn’t have a SCSI interface.

Luckily there are adaptor boards which convert between the SCSI format
of the disk and the DMA format of the ST, thus allowing the ST to talk to
SCSI devices.

Over the past couple of years, more and more third-party manufacturers
have been using these boards to build ST disk drives, by including the board,
SCSI drive and power supply in one box.

First and foremost, look for size. In the world of the hard disk, size really
is everything (well, almost)). You can almost guarantee that you can expand
your work to fill even the biggest hard drive.

‘Things which you simply wouldn’t have done when using floppies,
because of the time taken or simply the space available, will become the
norm. Boot-up utilities will compete for space on your hard drive, where
you wouldn’t have bothered on floppy unless you wanted to wait five min-
utes every time you rebooted.

Noise is a very important consideration for the home user. Many hard
disk drives have fans to keep them cool. At an exhibition, or in a shop, the
noise probably seems like a quiet hum.

In your lounge, while your wife is trying to watch Neighbours, or your
husband tuning in to One Man and his Dog, it can sound more like a 747
landing on the, erm, landing!

If you buy second-hand, check that the hard disk you are buying will
auto-boot. It is somewhat frustrating to be lumbered with a nice fast hard
disk, and to still have to boot from
floppy.

On the subject of speed, if you have
a pre-STE maching, it is well worth-
while upgrading your TOS if it before
v4, as the hard-disk handling
code was dramatically improved
with later versions.

If you own an STE,
there is a very small pos-
sibility that your ST has a
faulty DMA chip. The
symptom you arelikely
to first notice is your hard
disk being irrecover-
ably corrupted after a
few hours of continu-
ous use!

Atari will rectify the
problem, if it
occurs, but best be
safe, and put noth-
ing valuable ion the =
drive until you have tested it
out over several hours!




THE Nol MONITOR FOR THE ST

AND AMIGA

PHILIPS 8833 mxn

OFFICIAL
UK PRODUCT

WARRANTY

THE GAME

Lotus Turko Challenge 2 from Gremiin

THE COMPETITION
WIN A DAY FOR 2 AT THE
1993 BRITISH GRAND PRIX

Imagine grandtand seat t e mostscoined
n the_Formula One year - The Brish

o P i Wi ok and o Hore i
Sierstone’and here’s fhe chance 1o meet a

la One personalty

s then time 10 take your gra
or the mamings pacice, A

 then its dack to your seats
o G e ol
Its al pat of an exciting st pize package in the
Turbo Challenge Gompetiion. And, if you dorit
get the chequered flag, there are 40 runner-up
prizes of Ferari

GAN YOU HANBLE 1

FINAL CHALLENGE EXCHANGE
copy of Lot

op

o for ot £5, Pips
Vil xchange o Lots - The Fitel
Challenge’. You can use this new
software © design and create your
very own racing ircuits.

THE MONITOR
© 14" CGA COLOUR MONITOR
« OFFICIAL UK PRODUCT

© 1 YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY

® FREE! LOTUS TURBO
CHALLENGE 2 SOFTWARE

© RESOLUTION: 600x285

© HORIZONTAL FREQ: 15.6KHz

®.42mm DOT PITCH

o STEREO AUDIO SPEAKERS

© EARPHONE SOCKET

o TTL-DIGITAL & RGB-ANAL
COHPOTER INPUT SoNAL”

© CVBS VIDEO INPUT SIGNAL

© DARK GLASS SCREEN

© GREEN SWITCH TO
SIMULATE MONO DISPLAY

© AMIGA, ST, PC COMPATIBLE

© CABLE REQUIRED

0L\ ua WJ ;\wm:
e 8 S 2 o
PH\UPS % 0Re0 ©
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et NONES®

USING A TV?

Switch to a monitor and
SEE WHAT YOU’RE MISSING!
If you are currently using your ST or Amiga
th a domestic television set,
then you are m:ssmg out on picture quality.
Unfortunately, becat ed to recewmg mhmv UHF
ansmissions fom the Ainvaves, i oy ha
your comptr s o downrade s h vty Gl RS (R,
Gren, Blue) signal to_URFF 1o enable your TV o receive i
However, because TV can only msp!av using RGB, I has to
convert the UHF signal back to RGB before it can put a picture on
o screen. . ety lne you convertfom on sgnal o
anihr o s a s ofquall wich moans a o naicra
as the orgina signal from your conpuler
vau can overcome this with a monitor, which has an RGB sockel,
ot UHF. Your computer wil recognise tis, and send is orginal
s signal to the monitor which will display the image directly to
the screen with o loss o qually.
The Philips 8833 is the best selling colour monitor for the Atari ST
ing, it offers eccellent

The performance and

fel\amhly of the 8833 is exceplional, which is why we are confident

offer 12 months ON-SITE warranty with every Philps 8333

hontor, Pt ovey 8833 fom SHes comes wil, FREE Lo
VAT,

[RECOMMENDED! ]
For maximum erjoyment of Lotus
o Crajonge o o ploazed

ACCESSORIES

o efs
SIS B TSR 28
Sl el B bt
o slalo and e waids
e
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8 microswic

‘» Handnoldtablo op
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‘Shortrapd burst
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"COMPUTER CLEANING.
AND VAGUUN KIT

Al o the accossories balow
aro sufable for use with the
Phips 8833 Golour Monitor

. CABLE - £9.

TILT & SWIVEL
[MONITOR STATION

£11.95 =

2 el sy
SYREL Eer
o caia o o

£1 9.95

SILICA SYSTEMS OFFER YOU

52 OVEANIGHT DELIVERY: On alhadhars s shopod o UK maiand
| gerts ot yor saico

Proven track rsmld n e

- Same price” basis.

WAIL_ORDER:

14 The Wews, Halerey R, iy, Ko, DATA 4
o L Opan Vo Sat 9008

309 1111
b

LOON SHop:

Nonat 00w a0
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(i)

Jou el enbo by your o o, v gt you ik v crstl ot WHEPE

Systems, ATSTRA

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON PHILIPS MONITORS
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Sumame:
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SILICA |
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>
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Step beyond the stereotypes

CHARLOTTES

Free
classified

CMiis for...
YOUR
photos
cartoons
stories
music

designs
opinions
personal
experiences
poetry

messages
suggestions

CM connects the young
CM is all 'zines in one

CM gets the NEW stars
CM has no slant or bars

/ | FLIPSIDE is
the hottest
music outlet

IN A BAND?

1is the place
to be seen

In all HMV, Tower Records, Virgin megastores and
any half decent newsagent. Tel 048 641 3675

@D Atari sTUser November1992



{ Of mice and joysticks

) The mouse supplied with your ST may travel miles
around your mat every day, so maybe it's time you
traded it in for a new model.

The standard Atari ST mouse is not a bad little
rodent, but it may well be getting a little long in
: the tooth. If you've had your ST for a while, you
‘ can add zest to your computing with a replace-
ment.
r Of course, you needn’t necessarily buy another mouse. You can buy a
track ball, which can be a great boon for the cramped desk. If you've never
seen one, it's basically a larger upturned mouse, where you move the ball
with your hand rather than rolling it across your desktop

You can also get a mouse pen. This is essentially a tiny mouse, in the
form of a pen. These do take a little getting used to, but can be great if you
use your ST for graphics.

‘ Strength
On the joystick front, the number of available joysticks is growing every
day. The choice is a very personal thing, but if you use one a
/"7 lot, it’s worth spending a little more money on something
4 sturdy, which will last.
, . Myadvice would be to avoid the gimmicky joysticks, with stop-
b Y watches, countdown timers and so on, and go for comfort
7 and strength.

Always make sure the mouse or joystick will work with the
Apple, Amiga, PCs and so on all use slightly different systems
- some can switch between Amiga and ST.

Mice differ in their resolution - that is, the distance the
mouse moves on your desk to move the pointer on your screen
a given distance. Depending on your use, a higher resolution
‘mouse may be a boon, or a nightmare. Try it out if you can,

Avoid short cables. It's better to become entangled in yards of
j | wire than having to hunch over your ST every time you use your joystick.

Hardware

Memories are
made ol this

Upgrading a hall actually be cheaper
than buying a le S i nm place, so why not save some money
and do it yourself?

When the ST first appeared on the scene, the average home computer had.
64k of memory, if you were lucky! A computer with 12k, or even a
‘whole megabyte seemed almost like overkill. But it didn't take long for | 9™
the programmers to take advantage of all this extra memory, until even |§-
amegabyte was a constraint. B

For games, the extra memory could be used for extra graphics, or
sound, but because of the number of halfmegabyte STS, the majority of |
‘games would at least run on the smaller machines. §

With serious software, such as desktop publishing, more memory ~ §
meant a more professional product ~ more fonts, better graphics and &

50 0n.

Although many programs will still run on a humble 520k
machine, IMb or more is becoming the minimum realistic require-
ment for serious use.

S0 what do you doif you want to increase your memory? A lot
depends on exactly which ST you have. If you have an STE, then
the job is a fairly simple one. Memory upgrades are available in the
form of SIMMs, which are simple plug-in memory boards, allowing
you to upgrade from S12K to 1Mb, 2Mb or 4Mb.

Older

Older STs, unfortunately, are not quite so easy to upgrade.
‘There are a number of different memory upgrades available, tak-
ing a 520ST to 1Mb, 2Mb, 2.5Mb or 4Mb.

Some are one-off upgrades, which will have to be replaced if 5
further memory upgrading is required. Others can be upgraded 3.
simply by adding, or exchanging RAM chips. Still others actu-
ally allow you to plug in SIMMs, as used in the STE.

Try to work out how muuch memory you are going to need

Emulating

Your ST can become a master of disguise, changing into a Macintosh or a
PC lookalike at the flick of a cheque book.

If you use other computers at work, or there is a particular picce of soft-
ware running on another machine which you need, then the emulator could
: be for you. As the ST uses the same processor as the Apple Macintosh) one of
the first emulators was, unsurprisingly, an Apple Macintosh emulator.

The other obvious emulator, to turn your ST into a PC, has been some-
what longerin coming, but now several are available.

Capable

If you require a Macintosh emulator, your choices are limited to say the
least, and it only remains to ensure that the emulator is capable of running
the software you require.

The emulators available require the Macintosh ROMs, which are copy-
right. Therefore it is worth checking that the price quoted includes the
ROMSs, or if not, that you can get hold of the required ch

PC emulators are more varied. Different flavours are available, from the
: humble XT emulator, through to 8MHz AT variants, to 16MHz. You should
bear in mind, though, that the entry level PC is
quickly becoming the 25MHz or 33MHz 386 PC.
: 1f you have the desk space, then it may be
cheaper to buy a small PC to use side-by-side
with your ST. If power is not a major pre-requi
tor will probably

will make you appreciate the ST's
ace, and realise just how good

Neodesk is!

g on the upgrade. Bear in mind that you may
use some memory-resident programs which you had no room i
for before.

Yor example, if you need TMb to run your DIP package,
upgrading to 2Mb will not only give you a little extra for more fonts, or
extra graphics, but also enough for a RAM disk to speed up the whole opera-
tion

L,

‘Try - though this may be difficult - to get a look at the installation
instructions before you try to install an upgrade yourself. Some may be
described as user-installable, but take a qualified electrical engineer four
hours to install!

Generally, it is best to avoid non-upgradable upgrades. Assume that you
will want to upgrade in the future, and you shouldn't go too far wrong.

If you're not happy about performing the upgrade yourself, try to find
somewhere local who can perform the upgrade for you - posting your ST
away can be a traumatic experiencel

Atari ST User November 1992 (31 J



Hardware

Is anybody
out there?

Your ST may get lonely, sitting on the desk all day
with nobody to speak to. Why not treat it to a modem
50 it can call up some chums?

‘Thereis an extraordinary wealth of programs and
information available for the ST, all sitting on the end
of a telephone just waiting for your call. If you are
thinking of joining the communications revolution,
you'll need a modem and a communications package.

‘There are a number of excellent packages available
as shareware and in the public domai
Unfortunately, modems come a litle
‘more expensive! :

Modem

Amodem simply plugs
into the back of your ST, and into
the telephone line. If you have the
old permanently fixed tele-
phone lines, rather than

HiTec EC2400 sz

the faster a modem can do this, the less time it will
take you to send or receive a file, and so the lower you
will keep your telephone bills.

‘The speeds are expressed in bits per second. In prin-
ciple eight bits per second would be one byte, or one
character every second.

If a modem were as slow as this, it would take
something like one and a half hours to send the text
for this article from my ST! The slowest modems nor-
mally available would be 300bps, which would mean
amore reasonable three minutes.

If you can afford it, buy a fast modem. Anything
less than 1,200 bps is going to be frustratingly low,
and worryingly expensive. These days 2,400 bps is the

rm, with 9,600 or even
L
/ ular, A number of modems
== are available which have

MNP error correction and/or
data compression. Assuming
the modems you are going to
be contacting also sup-
port this, this can lead

to effective transfer

0000 coo

the plugin type, you'll speeds far in excess of
need to get BT in to that which would be
change them over expected given the
before you can use speed of the modem.
amoden. .
G Understanding
itis illegal for you ~ e i ‘The huge majority of modems
to use a modem which ot . are Hayes compatible. This simply

is not approved for use on the BT sys-
tem, 5o it is worth checking before you part with
your maney.

‘That said, there are few modems on sale which are
not approved, and these should always have a sticker
saying that they are prohibited.

Modems come in differing flavours, each having its
own number. For example, a modem working at
1,200bps is a V22 modem. At 2,400bps, it's known as a
V22bis modem. At 9,600bps it's V32. So what i this
all about?

A modem works by taking data a byte at a time
from your ST and converting it into pulses which can
be sent down a telephone line. It also receives pulses
from the phone line, and decodes them into bytes
which can then be sent to your machine. Obviously,

. means that they are capable of under-
standing a number of standard instruc-
tions sent by the computer, for example
to dial a particular number, o to hang up
the phone.

As most software copes with the Hayes commands,
it makes life a lot simpler to stick to this protocol.

At the very least, pick a modem which has an auto-
dial facility. This allows you to type in a telephone
number to your computer, and the modem will then
call it for you.

‘The alternative of dialling the number yourself,
then pressing a button on the modem and hanging up.
the phone, is frustrating, and also means you have to
be able to get at your modem, rather than being able
to hide it under your desk.

Faster than a
speeding
bullet

It may have seemed the speediest thing
since Gonzales when you bought it, but
maybe your ST could do with a fresh
burst of speed.

Your ST may be just what you need -
you've got the software you want, the
printer output is superb, you monitor
fairly crackles, but you almost certainly
lust after a faster machine.

Luckily the hardware manufacturers
of the ST community have come to your
rescue and produced a number of accel-
erators which push your ST to its limits.

Some accelerators work by effectively
replacing the 68000 processor used on
the ST with a 68030 processor, as used in
the TT. Others use a standard 68000 pro-
cessor, but pushed to run ata b
speed than in your ST

Make sure that the upgrede can be
disabled, as there will almost certainly
be software which will not run on your
accelerated ST. Most accelerators will be
able to be disabled, either via a hard.
ware or software switch

Check that the accelerator you are
looking at will run the software you
require! This may seem obyious, but
there is no point in havinga super-fast
ST which doesn’t run any of the soft-
ware you own

General pointers to buying ST hardware

rol accessinilty
Whtoer e rouc, chesk Yo i 8 de fo swlh it onan f,
or adjust it without having to crawl under your desk!

Wairs cables
Ensure that there is enough mains cable {o reach the plug sacket
rom the positon you are o position your new purchase.

Connecting cables
Make sure all the necessary cables are included, and make
sure they are for the ST, or at least m
buy the cables elsewhere, or make them up yoursel, before forking
out

Depending on where it is going 1o be positioned, remember (0 fook
at the size of plugs and the positions of sackets before working out
‘whether the tem will it on your desk.

e
Unless you know exactly what you want, avoid bt fairs, auctions,
elc. It may look 2 bargain on paper, but f it doesn’t work with your
T it may as well be 2 pile of bat’s poo!
mpleteness.

Make sure you know exactly what s included in the package you are

w
N
=
g
9
g
H

i, Beiges cabls, o you nesd any pricular sofware, o
ribbons, cartridges,

This may seem obvious, but check the price! Daes the price quoted

include VAT, delivery and o on? If you are buying from

exhibition, or browsing found several shops, take a recent cogy of ST
g, and ou car

ANSTA
There Ain't No Such Thing As A Free Lunch. If ssmeone is offering
three software packages and holel accommodalion in a third world
country free with every widget, you are paying fo

Before you go for the deal, make sure you want the
packages, an he huigay, and make sure you kow exasty
what s Being provided. The g ‘wordprocessor”

often use that as 2 bargaining tool o hagale a price lower.
ability

I there is any possibility at all of you upgrading something, check

out the cost before buying ~ i e economical in the long

run 10 wai untl you ¢an afford exactly what you wanl,rathr than

buying what you can afford and waiing until you can afferd the

This year
Bevate the old mote, o s et e sl st
emu off Ayer's R

1 mauadarer i relasig an ptated mode, 1o pevieus
model will be cheap, and get cheaper

P your eyes open, as there are few things which increase the

blood pressure like realising that what you bought fast week is now
ot anly out of date, but aiso half the price!

ply 7D WP package whic s avaiabl 17 a coule
of quid

Haggle
In these days of economic brouhaha, the consumer is
King. The British may be traditionally reserved, but take
your wallt in both hands, de e price yos want to gay, and
goforit

Mains worties
Almost every piece of hardware you add 1o your ST requires
some power, either drawn directly from the ST, or from the mains

oply.
It is imgortant that you check your mains cornections properly,
and fuse the plugs used before use.
With 2 complete ST setup, you cauld have six or more plugs all
aing off o ane socket! This is not recommended.




UPGRADES

H A STE RA

HCS STE memory u %rad kits come cﬁ‘mp‘efe with full
e o e Lo oL thoamateur, The,gopplels Job
o i oo S sk v ik s

Uparﬂda from 520 to 1040 £13.99
To by £44.99
To4 by £84.99

MEMORY UPGRADE SPECIALISTS

The best data Smart One full featured modems have full indust
standard compatibilty induding class Il Fax protocal. All c/w

software (fax software if applicable), 2400X gives V22bis, V22,
V21, 9624 FX as 2400X + 9600 BPS fax. + extra. Smart One

14400 comes with MNP Jevel 1-5 and Fax copability. Using V42
bis givas a meimum eflactive hruput of 580

000bps! All types

come c/w cables. Straight fax supports most common graphic for-

mats with fax drivers for Pagestream and Calamus for immediate
and send.

STF(M) and Mega ST upgrade kits

Xiraroom Deluxe plug to upgrading system fits insicée the comput-
er. It cgn de your computer in stages fo 1Mb, 2.5Mb and
T e o, conﬁarer'.e'ﬂsfvegfﬁioﬁgion Lomale
novices. The kit uses SMMS, % & easily upgradedble.
Marpet Xtraram Deluye
{Formerly Fronie)

Guuliv 03%'0“4'0“ Upgr:lding System

PP o £79:99 | |14 Super high
0 2. jal S sesnnsenes ool )¢ uper ni
4 Moger £119.99 Bie with

Straight Fax software

Smart One™ 2400X

Smart One™ 9624 Fax PC software only.

Smart One™ 9624 Fax with Fax softwa

Smart One™ 14400 Fax MNP V32, V32bis,
V42, Va2bis etc

resolution 0.28mm dot pitch monitor is

£249.99

Solder In Kit

TT, PC, Falcon and Multirez. The new HCS
MM 40 Monochrome monifor has tilt/swivel base and 14"
tube. Fully ible with all monochrome ST software.

Solder in kit upgrades 520ST to TMb ior 16 chips SMD or
BIL fypes avoilable. 13 chip o/w sockets. All ¢/w CAPSY
resistors + instructions.

..£25.00

Solder in kit (all versions) ...

The HCS power supply and disk drive upgrades come com-
T ifh%?ﬁn%insfrgc);ions umif plug straight info s oT with-
out soldering. The Power supply produces less heat than the
original so is more reliable.

Replacement power suppl
Double sided disk drive kit ..

ICD, AD Speed i 68000 swihobl botysen 16t i
cache and BMHz 1 0% compatiby. The 68030 SST rns o
SOMHs with space for GMb memory ncl 105 2.

Speed £145.00
AD Speed STE. £165.00
68030 SST-50 £550.00

The "AdSCSI ST' ICD host adaper gives SCSI optput from the
STe DMA port, complefe wifl % ﬁv‘?arfe SR from the
ton, DMK ceile"dnd°hard Frve ormating < ‘ffw re
Keyboord ierfoce aflows fhe usg of FC comiaibly key:
s on ihe ST Mylirez allows the ST fo disploy af 3 G
resokons on 'hi il h
al

your STs time and date with cartri

Itisync monitor. The forget me clock sefs
t fge-througl?pon.

AD SC!
AD SCS! with clock
Keyboard Interfa

SAME DAY REPAIRS
IN LONDON

* Most repairs have same day turnaround on a booking system

* Ask for a TO!

HCS ENGINEERING

SAME DAY FITTING AND REPAIRS TO COMPUTERS AND MONITORS - REPAIRS FROM £29.99

* We offer a discount fitfing service when your upgrade is purchased from us!

* Repairs charge includes labour and smaller items of repair % Atari registered
% 1.4 upgrade at the same fime as your repair for only £25.00
* All repairs carry 90 day warranty % Courier collection/delivery £5.00 each way

Multisync colour MONIOF .....eevssssssssssssessssnensessc£280.00
MM1 4 monitor £115.00

PROTAR HARD DRIVES

Progate Il 40
Progate Il 40DC
Progate Il 50DC
Progate Il 100 DC

SPECTRE GCR MAC EMULATOR

Spectre GCR cartridge gives 20% more s, and 30% big-
P it gfve; 2% more speqd anc 302 bia

SPECTRE GCR (Inc. 128K Roms)..

£288.88
£349.99
£349.00
£449.00

£300.00
£1050.00 |

e e
e = E

Dept 9, 35 Hartland Way, Shirley, Croydon CRO 8RJ

Pricesinclude VAT and P8P. Goods normally dispaiched vihin 2 working days.
E&OE

DI
NO QUIBBLE
MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE

WORKSHOP ADDRESS:
HCS Engineering, 144 Tanner Street, London SE1
Repairs and service felephone number NOT MAIL
ORDER: 071-252 3553, Fax: 071-252 1551
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Ladbroke Computing International are the longest esiablshed Alari dealer in the UK. We have de
o

o

iy

in working ordec offring iroe advico and support over the phono and koeping cutomers iformed. Afough our
cmmummmg/szmnmmmmmeamm
delvery. next working day

I
C L adbroke
omputing

VAT but exchde
maiiand UK ony Add €3 or
‘avaiable on Mai Order

2020pen o Sal 9S0ar-500pm

ed from 9

Al prices

o £50
Shop prices may e Shop/Mal oder promses: 33 sk oad, Proson Larcs. PRI

International

Data/Pulse 2.

The Data-Pulse range has recently been re-designed. The Data—
Pulse Plus range now offers a more compact case that cuts down
on noise even more, all ports are marked, an extensive range ol
software utilities are now included and our range of special offer
ullkl/es has been expanded confirming our commitment to future
t. We are continually improving the 7 uality and price/
perlormance ratio of our drives. We have recently incorperated the
MAXTOR hard drive mechanlsms which offer low ched
1ims access time, 127Mb formatted capacity, 150000 Power on
hours mean time between failures and all for a lower price than

our old 105Mb drives.

[’ Al diives are formattedt/pertitioned and E{Hm qualty ICD boerds including on
tested ready to ‘phug in and go™. boerd clock and controfler softwere.
S/ Extremely low noise. & Al dives include Ve archiver Backup

S/ Fuly Autobooting and Autoperking. 3

n’muwwuao'msm
,on front of case.

5 DMA Out port for daisy chaining extra
drives/Laser printer

[ Ful metal case measuring 300mm x

285mm x 5imm (wehl, providing good

shieking and moritor stend. D

dive. is a 35' SCSI

20Mb Floptical £439.99

K:Dmdldlﬂrx quality Dala-Pulse Pls case
S e hadme 18 over 200 of ot on'a 20Mb Floptical disk£24.99
ie So Foplal el and can ad Tead 720K Wit
, srn:wﬁmmgmm-mm-wwramm-
The floptical is available either as a stand

solon” develoed ' house i
Ladbroke Computing for the sr/er NBJN_EEIQ_Q
Ladbroke's  Data-Net hardware

consists of an unoblrusive cartrioge

which &%Ehme csnrid'ge ’:on of Datanet network node:
your connedts {o other consisting of 1Data-net
nodes va Coaxial cable and BNC : et

comectars. e Data-Net hachvare s cartridge with Universal Network
fully L compatible software. Per node just

used wvm the  Universal Nelwork

Midi-Net hardware Starter £60

Software.
The Urwsrsa/ Network software is a
age whic

aring drives and Midi-Net hardware Node ~ £30

T | e
accessares fom & hosts hard anve. -o-et hardware X, 280
Lan-Net hardware Node =~ £40

T8 AT an a3 e K v,

ST Secure is a hardware protection
system for the Atari ST which stops
unauthorised use of your computer
and any hardware connected 10 it ST

corrsctly nen ST So Secure disabled
until the next power

Now OnIy £11.99

88% ST Format 37

GEM(13)_SGF: DXF EPS(Postscripl.

Only £60

The Aries Upgrade board is an in
house designed, Multi_layer board
ulilsing high density ZPP RAM chips.
The board has been designed to allow
progressive upgrading from the base
52K up to 4Mb. The board does
requie some soldering but once
installed is very refable. The board is
hand assembled in our workshops by
skilled technicians and is fully tested
before despalch. Il also  comes
complete with fitling instructions and
test software.

Our technicians can fit the board to
any ST for a small fiting charge. We
can arrange courier pickup and return
to ensure fast turn around. A same day
fitting service is also available. Please

 Serice deparment can rapar
minimum
rates, Wo can anange & . ir o il »nsursa
courier pickup an of
s Snsu salety. We
even have a same

uotation £ B
Min repair charge £ 35.25
Courier Pickup £
Courier return £ 6
Same day service £ 15
STFM(E) PSU £ 3999
iMb Internal drive £ 39.99
A/BBootswitch £ 499

s TOS206 STFM £ 65

Aries Uparades (any ST(EXM)
512K Aries board £ 39.99
2Mb Aries board £ 79.99%
4Mb Aries board £ 129.99%

pickup £ 1
Courierretun £ 6
Fitting charge £ 15
Same day charge £ 15

Please check the configuation of

‘compatible with the Mega ST's.
= Special offer for imited period
only

Aries SIMM's STE/Mega:

512K SIMM’s upgrade
Upgrades 520STE to Mb (1024K)
Consists of 2 Simple plug in

memory
upgrade boards, complete with SIMM boards.
instructions,

tost
disk, comes packaged in 10 capacity
35" clear disk box

Only £11.99

2Mb SIMM's
£4799

as opposite but with 2 Mb plug in

4Mb SIMM’s

as opposite but with 4 Mb plug in
SIMM boards



[&/150 Dpi resolution
E/Opfo/MschanicaI Mechanism
[&¥'500mm/SEC Tracking speed
Q’ Switchable between ST/Amiga
Direct mouse replacement

[ The natural way to draw. Can be
supplied with one of the very best
art packages available for the ST
today, Deluxe Paint (includes full

ith manual)

Golden Image Brush Mouse
complete with Deluxe Paint Art
package:

£2499

Golden Image Brush Mouse
(No software):

£19.99
ST Format 88% issue 37

Gl

['100, 200, 300, 400 Dpi scanning
resolution

E/Iosmm scanning head
IQ’1 letter mode, 3 photo modes

The Golden inago Hand Scammer (ar he Ari T leatues a
scanning head. variable contrast control user selectable

scmmmmwwmma 200 300 and 400 Dpi one fetter
for hh contast B/W images and 3 pholo modes or

o o he most 168p6ctd GHAPACS packages arcunt Mgrapite
Toac Up o e eing i-1esand e scaloimages
and Deluxe Paint art pnmasmr wer resolution

IQ/ Includes Touch Up: The
scanning and editing package for
preparing scans for DTP

©includes  Deluxe ~ Paint:  The
excellent art package which
includes animation facilities.

isa mp'»cs
0 TR R b ruwnmm aependan!
bit images to resokution independant vec ! and full
i he Gl mage Hand Scams

Scarite £20: is an sccessary wnch alows a rarge o ard
scanners incliding the Golden image hand scamer to scan
drectly into pack-gmm:ms egapont s Gommece

e package and tey o slow (A A4

Codlesce £60: a
Soamin ki he S g e o Y

50 Dpy it jon,
500mm/sec tracking speed, Anti-static siicone
coated ball

Only £9.99
Switchable version ST/
Amiga £10.99

& 250 Dpi resolution

E’ 500mm/sec tracking speed
g Fully Optical Mechanism
IE/ Mouse mat included

[ Switchable STAmiga

E/ The fully optical mechanism is
very reliable as it does not have
any moving parts.

& 290 Dpi resolution
& Microswitched buttons
& Ant static silicone rubber coated ball
Mouse mat included
The Golden Image Opto/Mechanical Mouse
offers Microswitched buttons for greater
reliability and crisper, more positive response.

Only £14.99

The Official Eolden'naw al Mouse.is a high

far higher reliability than opto/mechanical

Now Only
£24.99

Y Double sided double density 3.5"
Floppy disk drive.

& New Low price (Now no track
counter).

|3/ External Power supply unit.

& Daisy chain through port for
compatibility with STM
machines.

The Golden Image External 3.5" Floppy drive for
the Atari ST(F)(M) and STE machines features
720K formatted capacity, double sided double
density. Through port compatibility for older
ST/STM machines, external power supply unit.




Laceroke Corputing feralional are the longes esiabished s deaker n the UK. We have deveioped an
extensive. o despatch o

cusicmer servics polcy which inohes
o0

Lradbroke

n working
Cas a7 71 vy [ Chaapst we o v 1o ot consant ey Somes
Corret i Mram/szmmmmﬂ

tesing ab Haroware o
ho phone and

anc e sttt e ek
Gourer defvery. add £ for Saturday

ensure that

S iomed.
and backup. Al prces are
i ot AY pices e

o our

omputing

| 20POpen Mon-Sat 9:30am-500pm. Pho
name of

Kok N it

£50 ch
‘avaibble on Msi Ordet Shop prices may diffec Shop/Mail order premises: 33 Ormskirk Road, Preston. Lancs, PRI

nternational

The 520STE Start Pack inchdes: Battiezone. Crysial Caves. Missile Command, Super Breakout

ZHVAT and add normal UK carmage.

PC Speed(XT) £ = s Psion 3 128K
%ﬁg}?ﬁ“‘é’?ﬁ“ 520 STE StartPk £ 229 520 STE Discovery Il £ 219 Psion 3 256K E254
AT Sheed STE . © 139  MbSTEStartPk £239  1Mb STE Discovery ll £ 220  Lorps win deshess waorin b sy
AT Spead. 2Mb STE StartPk £ 274  2Mb STE Discovery Il £ 264 T e S
AT"Spoed C16 STFM :139 4Mb STE StartPk £ 320  4Mb STE Discovery Il £ 310 Kl b e i o e i
ATSOSGdC16 STEE U'MMWV mu:wmmnsMZmﬂ'?nsquw Tvmm;:’mﬂw‘mwgg
Tormason o
040 STE Curriculum Peu:k Ll £ 275 powemp
Parallel interface £ 28
m“.‘:i'm s sw’:""“' s s o mocirs cvoonos Serial RS232i/face £ 64
Mb Mega ST 459 Psion 3 PSU £ 14
| oM MegaSTE with 42Mb Hard drive £ 675 128KRAMSSD £ 74
2Mb Mega STE with 85Mb Hard drive £ 750 S12KRAMSSD £ 184
2 aMb Mega STE with 85Mb Hard drive £ 790 ]y&“gmb g 2;’;;
10 bulk disks £ 494 4Mb Mega STE with 127Mb Hard drive £ 860 256K Flash ¢ 64
50 Bulk disks £ 20 512K Flash £ 109
:gqr g::ka :ﬂ(g g The NEW FALCON 030 1Mb Flash SSD £ 184
10 High Density £
35" Disk Boxes
10 Capacity £
20 Capacity £ 1 By ;
40 Capacity £ 499 |Raicon 030 Mb RAM, No HD £47999 The Portolo Pocket PC fas 26K RAM
100 Gopactly £ 199 |Falcon 030 aMb RAM 65Mb IDE HD o799 | Shmmr Sy ot TS
head cleaner £ 4 Phone for IDE HD's, SCSI HD's, VGA it etc. Spreadshest Cakoualoc Text edtoc Address
Pocket Modem £ 219
Hayes compatible modem
answer & wake up modes. felephone lead
ire prit Serial RS-232 i/face £ 55
rIc-:g mntan%md 59 Atari SC1435 Stereo Colour Monitor £20999 poralelinterface £ 39
LG10 Colour ribbon 90 Phiips BB33MKH Storeo Colour Moritor £ 18099 g%oho Psucard £
LG24/10 ribbon 99 Philips 15 Scart, Fastext, Cube TV £ 25099 128K memorycard £ 129
L024900 Corpbont 1460 He L sl &at e e
il 3 text.
Starjet SJ48 ink Philips 15" Scart TV £ 21999
£ 1890 SPTREEIEIILY ey st
or cal lease specify
%g"?‘:s{m{m £ fg 93 (when bought with TV/Mon only) £ 999 :
e anter Pack 69 8833 MKilto ST or STE, please specify g ¢
LC200 Dustcover £ 7.99 (when bought with Tv/Mon only) £ 999 H
LC24200 Dustcoverf  7.99 £ 14
ST Dustcover £ 399 £ 999
8833MKIl Dustcover £7.99 £ 5!
Forget Me Clockll £ 17.99 Monitor switch box £ 24.99

99.99

£
Mom!orstand £ 999

Special
Off

7
M124

Ricoh LP1200 400Dpi Laser Printer
L -4

500 HP Desiet 500 Colour
Please add £3 for cable nnd £5 for next working day courier delivery.
All Star dot matrix printers include FREE 12 months on site warranty.

£759.99

& FulyHP|

over£2.99

& 400Dpi Resoltion
& Serial and Peralel ports

& 2Mb RAMon board
& 1Year on site warranty

Tel: (O772)
203166




Slow sales for
Mega STE

Mega STE - it’s here at long last and
what's it like? Well i’s fast, versatile,
powerful, available now. And what isn't
it? Selling.

‘The reasonsare quite simple - it costs
too much and everybody is waiting for
the Falcon.

Atari can fix the first problem. Just
reduce the price. Yes I know it cuts into
their profit margins but compared with
the average PC clone, the Mega STE s
overpriced and under-powered.

The second problem is much harder
to solve. Atari can't deliver the Falcon
on time. They know that. We know
that, yet we all keep our money in our
pockets, waiting for this machine that's
been promised to us for so long.

Based on previous performance, the
Falcon is not going to appear in this
country in any quantity until this time
next year. Just look at the effort it took
Atari to release the Mega STE and TT.

How many botched releases, how
many hardware problems, how many
supply problems, how much messing
around until you could actually buy
one? Does anybody think the launch of
the Falcon is going to be any easier?

Why does this matter? Well it matters
because it is killing sales of current
machines.

‘Who in their right mind would buy
an STE or Mega STE when all the signs
indicate that this world-beating Falcon
will be here early next year? How many
Christmas sales will be put on hold wait-

Got anything to say fo the ST community?
Send your scribblings to:

write

The Editor
Write Now!, Afari ST User,
Europa House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 4NP

ing for this wonder machine to arrive?
And all the time there will be a steady
n of potential buyers migrating to
s and Macintoshes. Only die
hard ST owners who need a new.
machine now and can't wait any longer
are going to buy.
What is the soluuom Atari must
cither launch the Felcon now, or
dampen down specul:mon with a good

Mega STE price cutting and promotion

will do Atari immense harm otherwise.
Tam not a doom and gloom mer-

has to be said. Despite owning what is
likely to be the forgotten machine - the
Mega STE, didn't you guess - I wouldn’t
be disappointed if the Falcon hit the
High Street tomorrow. At least Atari

Positive PC view

campaign. This limbo we're currently in

chant really, but sometimes the obvious

would make some money. Fromising a
pipe dream has the opposite effect, and
if Atari go down then where are we?
Roland Givan, Brentwood

The Mega STE, it would appear, has no
life in this country. When ST enthusi-
asts wanted it, Atari were shipping it
into practically every country you could
mention except Britain.

And when it did sneak in, the only
way Atari promoted it was with three
or four thin leaflets outlining “serious”
ST/TT applications. Incidentally, I've
never seen these outside Atari.

Pricing is important, but more
importantly there has to be awareness
of the product. If you weren't part of
the ST community and have an interest
in its future, would you have ever heard
of the Mega STE?

How many times have you looked in
business computer publications and
seen advertisements for the Mega STE
or T2

You're concerns about Falcon are
similar to many that we've been hear-
ing from readers and industry figures.
Atari say they can deliver Falcon during
October - we will have to wait and see
whether it shows

Pleasing printer
service
S0 often I read in magazines, and not

just computer magazines, of bad service
from mail order companies. Well I am

Lam writing to congratulate you on the new
has improved dramatically over the last few
sional and not just another games mag.

ver, | wish to take you to task over a couple of matters. Firstly, any dis-
cussion about a choice between the ST and the PC has, unfortunately, fallen
into that very outdated trap of comparing the ST against the PC on
price.

Pound for pound the PC is, at the moment, far better value
than the ST - yes I know that is not something we like hearing
but itis true.

With the marketing deals available at the moment
cheaper to buy a PC because ST users have to b
drives and monitors separately, and at no small cost either.

Tam an ardent ST fan and recommend it whenever asked
about computers, but no longer can the cost argument be used
against Big Blue and it imitations

Rather, I explain how much easier the ST is to use, how intuitive the
operation of the programs running under GEM are and how old-fashioned and
unfriendly MSDOS is.

In other words, explaining the virtues of the ST against the negatives of DOS.
I hope we will see more articles along this line, not using the tired old one of
cost in future

Finally, it was great to read your praise of the PD software ST Writer Elite -
this is typed on it - and that you use it yourselves at the offices,

The PD pages keep me informed of new items but may I make a suggestion?
Why not pick out a couple of those reviewed and include them on the

sues, becoming more profes-

is much

yle of your magazine, Its content

CoverDisk? At the same time could you not increase the amount of space given
over to the PD scene. In any event, keep up the good work - you're getting
more like the old ST World every issue, and that's praise indeed!

Anon, Guildford

It makes a nice change to receive a letter putting forward an
is As you have illustrated there
are advantages of both the ST, the PC and, yes, the Amiga.
But while you are right to say MSDOS is unfriendly
compared to GEM, most PC users are today using 386 or
486 machines and Windows - this software makes PCs
much easier to use.

Tlumk: f(u‘ your kind wore
aders you are particularly interested in the
uliiadosn pages, and would like to see an increase in
its coverage.
Itis a possibility I am looking
because there are fewer and fewer PD releases as each month
the software reviewed could not be new.

s about the magazine. Like
many

at, but unfortunately

We try wherever possible to put the latest software on our CoverDisk,
but when a library takes the trouble to send us a disk for reviewI am
reluctant to
copy it straight on to our CoverDisk.

In the short term our readers would benefit, but in the long term
libraries would receive fewer orders, meaning less revenue, and I'm

sure it wouldn't be long before many closed. That would be a disaster
for us all.

Atari ST User November 1992
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not writing to complain, but to praise.

Isent for a new printer, the order being
sent off on a Friday. I received the printer
on the follawing Tuesday. Yes, the Post
Office and Securicor did their part, but full
marks must go to one of your advertisers,
‘WeServe of Portchester, Hampshire.

I telephoned them to say thank you,
and to tell them that the firstletter printed
out on my new printer would be to you,
singing their praises. I would recommend
them to anyone,

Re Spinner, Durham

A great number of software and hard-
ware manfacturers and suppliers give
their customers a first class service, but
nevertheless well done WeServe

Conversion costs
take over

In the letters pages of the September issue
of your magazine, Mr Mills of Andover
asks why you don't consider producing
quality software for the Atari ST, mainly
‘games which software houses have stated
that they are not going to convert.

He names Eye of Beholder and Monkey
Island 2 as two examples. In reply you
state that you publish magazines and are
not a software house.

Why then is Easy Amos for the Amiga
produced by Europress Software, with an
address remarkably similar to Europress
Enterprise in Macclesfield?

Would you care to rethink your reply to
M Mills in view of this? On the face of it,
it appears that even Europress are deserting
the ST. I hope not.

Clive Booth, Derbyshire

My original answer still stands, Clive.
The letter asked Atari ST User to convert
the games for the ST and not Europress
Software, our sister company.

You mention that our software divsion

We can be contacted on

several bulletin boards and
conferencing systems. If
you have anything to say,
why not get it off you chest
online?

Speak to John Butters on
the following services:

.stuser

999900386

Atari ST User  November 1992

publishes Easy Amos for the Amiga, and
suggest that the Europress Group are
deserting the ST.

Remember, we continue to publish two
‘monthly ST magazines - Atari ST User
and ST Action - and our software house
wrote and recently updated STOS, the
very popular games creation software for
the ST.

Publishers deciding not to convert their
software are doing so because sales of ST
‘games have fallen back to a level where
they sometimes don't even break even
financially - or so I'm told.

True, these software houses are desert-
ing the ST, but at the end of the day if
today’s firms are to produce games for
Falcon in a year or so they have to stay in
profit now.

Entering the
games arena

Back in 19871 bought myself an Atari
1040ST and a black-and-swhite monitor for
the sole purpose of running the Steinberg
Pro-24 Midi software.

Indeed that is still ll that I have used it
for, but now the time has come to fully
utilise my ST, and I thought ST User could
give me some advice.

Primarily, I would like to be able to play
some games on my computer. The games.
that I want are for two players — that is,
can play the computer or play a friend
using a secord joystick. Could you recom-
mend a pair of mid-price joysticks?

‘The games that I want are a football
game and a boxing game. Do you have
any suggestions?  would also like to buy a
Rambo-type game of mindless violence
where I'm nct too bothered about the two-

layer option. Any ideas?
Steve Hallett, Surrey

lhe pros in the office don’tlet their Zip
s out of sight. They are likened to a
:Iog 's sexual organs, so, Steve, I'll let you
decide whether you want them in your
palms.

As for games, Panza Kick Boxing from
Kixx and Renegade’s Sensible Soccer
should keep you and a friend happy for
some time.

For a good game of mindless violence
look no further than Smash TV, a budget-
priced Ocean game. Taking part in a TV
games show, your aim is to blast people
to pieces.
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ATARISY

It's not what you know - it's
‘who you know!

TECHNICAL PROBLEMS
'We are happy fo answer you technical prablems in
ur Advice Senvice section, Send your lafers o
ice Service ot the address below

NEWSDESK

1Fyou hove o news sfory, send it o John Butter
o i bl -yt gory s RGENT el i on
0625 878888 duing offce hours

GALLERY

'We are always on he lookout fo good ST art.
Send your work fo ST Gallery a the oddess
below

WRITE NOW!
1o tell other ST User readers?
L:w et s fo Write Now a ho G

COMPETITIONS

FrEE en e b
iecled with our compelifions, con-

i or Locy Oliver o 0625 878838
PUBLIC DOMAIN SUBMISSIONS

#D lbrries are welcome fo submit thei lats eleases.
Submissions should inclde a deliled st of ot eoch disk
contains. Jffy bags fo Darren Evans.
ASPECTS
‘Our Aspects uthors can be confacted via 5T User. Please
ok any corespondanc ety ond send o e
low

ADVERTISEMENT QUERIES
Fyou have a query with one of o adverisers please.
conlact Barbara Newell on 0625 878888 or write:
1o her afthe address below
COVERDISKS
1fyour CoverDisk s fauly send it fo: Stanley Precis
Unit F, Cavendish Courlyard, Sallow Road, Welldon Nnnh
Industrial Estate, Corby, Northants NN17 1X
SUBSCRIPTIONS & BACK ISSUES
o sbscibe o ardar bocksos oo uotho fom f e
back sue or call Europress Directon 051-357
1275, Plase nols ‘we only hold back issues! £ e
COMMENTS
youhare o conment ghut o el cone of
ST User| p\w&e wiite to the Editor, John Butters,
the addess
TELEPHONE CALLS
Excep inthe siuationslised above we cannot
ac telephone enquiries. Please wrie in to
e o the deparimens lsed i his ponel
SAVE THOSE SAEs!

T wecanlpromlselomply
menev o1t really is o waste of your s

ATARI ST USER
EUROPA HOUSE
ADLINGTON PARK
MACCLESFIELD
SK10 4NP




WeServe rrmmerrrrrmes

Atari Workstation/
xpansion System

Mon tor stand with sheft for drives
etc. Strong metal construction
made from 14SWG steel epoxy

coated ST colour

special price £27.50

Swift 240
24 pin Colour*

Advanced 24 pin printer, lots of new
fealures. Please phone for a data sheet
“optional colour. Price with cable & paper

240 Mono £259
240C Colour £279

Citizen 224

Special Offer

Hard Disks

Floppy Drives

%M Simm
£12.90

0.5M Simm ram upgrade.
2M Simm ram upgrade...
4M Simm ram upgrad

Protar Progate
Series Il Hard Disks
20DC 20M Hard Disk
40DC 40Mb Hard Disk
50DC 50Mb Hard Disk
105DC 105M Hard Disk.

Cumana CAS354

1M external floppy. High quality
bull The| mosl .Jab\e drive you
acks.

0.5M Xtra ram Deluxe ....
2M Xtra ram Deluxe
4M Xtra ram Deluxe .

HP

printer

Printer Packs
All prmlers are supphed with a
sisting of printer
Ppaper and a cennec(won cable. If
required a printer stand is £5.00
tra (with a printer)
FREE OF CHARGE

pack col

O aing e

£69 whie stooks ast

Zydec 1M

1M external drive for ST's

£52.90

Deskjet Colour

0dpi cclour ikt printer
conpn e e | 1040STE i
3 year warranty. Price with cable & paper | {040STE 4M ra

Atari
FAMILY CURRICULUM PACK

Internal 1M Drive
£47.00

E’s

Atari
with START PACK software

£499

24pin Colour*

Enhanced 24pn prinler cptonal oolour
with easy to use control panel,
warranty. Pics wih canle & paper

Mono  £199
Colour _ £209

TenStar Games pack
Only with an STE19

from £219
520STE 512k ram.
520STE 1M ram

Deskjet 500

HP 300dpi Inkjet printer. Laser
quality at dot matrix price.
3 year warranty. With cable & paper

£335

High Quality products. Full technical support.

Swift 24E

Enhanced 24pin. Colour printer
with cable & paper

Printer Drlvers

Citizen Swit Colous

Atari SM124

Hi Res. 12" Mono mornitor & cable

119

| Philips CM8833 MK2 |
uk2aov £189  with cable

520STE 2M ram...
520STE 4M ram

Above ST's are supplied with
START PACK software:
1stWord, NEOchrome, Ani ST,
+ 4 GAMES: Missile Command,
Crystal Castles, Battlezone &
Super Breakout.

Mono  £229
Colour  £239

Citizen 120D+

Various others avai Colour Mon
please phone for defalls vgame  £179 nocavle |Addzi0 1o bov for DISCOVERY
software
Printer Dust Covers Commodore 187 Baties NEQhrome, ST Tow,
Most types in stock 1 Y,
Final Fight, Robot Monsters.

from £4.70 inc VAT

with cable & paper
£109

ANl Cifzen printers have. 2 year warranty

Citizen Swift 9

Canon BJ-10ex

360dpi Inkjet printer
with cable & paper

£205

with cable & paper
Mono
Colour  £179

Panasonic KXP1 123

Probably the best 24pin mon
printer avallable. With cable & paper

Star SJ-48

360dpi Inket printer
with cabl

Star LC200

with cable & paper

Special Offers
Hyper Paint - £

Power pack snﬂware

monitor. CMB833 mk2
clone. 1 year warranty with cable

£159 while stocks last

DISKETTES
SONY branded
(Lifetime warranty)
- (100% Certified error free)
3|10 x3.5" DS/DD 135t 7.50
50 x3.5" DS/DD 135tpi

5

£32.30
£59.93

DISKETTES
SONY/DYSAN bulk

Panasonlc/Epson
KXP1170 9pir

570 24pi 2
Prices include VAT, cable & paper

Happy Mouse

tar

Joystick/Mouse twin extension......

Lifetime warranty)
2097 games 229 (100% certified error free)
Accessories 5 s 3 ¢

£4.70

£5.88

for Atari ST & Amiga

Naksha Mouse
for Atari ST & Amiga with

i £6.99 DD 1 94
tgggoMgg\%\?ngﬁ 109 BI0D 1oe! 353
LC2420 Mono 24 ‘h 189 Atari ST Dust £4.7( Disk box with lock £5.
2420 Mana 24 Mouse Mat (Imck o ypel. 2485 | 100X 35" Diskboxuh ok 7.
chégg Qe r2§4n -+ £209 | Mouse Hou £29 Camage 0n 50 + disks £3.53

Tor our 60 pat
Prices include VAT, cable & paper EDUCATIONAL GND SOV S 5 WELCOME &
Al products have a 30 day money back & 12 month warranty. 3
True Mouse e ar sjoct o variaton wihout prornofcaton. |
for Atari miga tablished 7 years. 3 minutes from M27 Junction o
£15.90 Free paking. Open 3t .30 Monday lo Ficay & 910 & on Saturday.
= Postage 94p [or £3.53). Securicor £6.46 (£5.50 + VAT)

t our showrooms. See before you buy.

ISI

£21.50

Squik Mouse
for Atari ST & Amiga

Vi

Naksha Scanner
200 to 400dpi. 105mm width
with express-IT software

£99

WeServe

Larger tems doiverod

by Securicor

ST/User Dept
40-42 West Street
Portchester Hants.
PO16 9UW

Tel: 0705 325354

=

WeServe Best for service lleServe Best for service

-Jdoddns jeajuyaay} [n4 ‘sjonpoud Ajend ybiy
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ave you ever wondered how it
s possible for companies to
be able to have a sale where

they slash the price of products and still
‘make money?

And, if they can do it at sale time or
more typically just after you've bought a
product at full RRP, can't they do it
when youwant to buy something?

‘Well the answer is yes and has to do
with margins, that is how much every-
body makes in the selling process.
Knowing kow tight margins are for deal-
ers will help you negotiate a better deal
and thus better prices.

For starters, an understanding of how
products get from the manufacturer to
you will help. There are hundreds of
thousands of people, just like yourself,
who buy ST hardware, and peripherals,

“To sell these computing products to
you and others a large number of dealers
and mail order firms have sprung up

across the UK.
Staff

Like any company, the less staff a
hardware manufacturer or software
developer has to employ the cheaper it
can produce its products for.

Naturally, for such a company to “ser-
vice” this huge base of dealers requires a
large work force of sales staff, adminis-
tration teams and support personnel.

For this reason a second layer of suppli-
ers have appeared.

‘These companies take the product
direct from the manufacturer and supply
the nationwide dealer base. They are
known as distributors and supply only
to the trade - there are fewer than 50
such orgarisations in the UK, and they
are all fairly large (much bigger than the
average dealer).

S0 now we have it - between you and
the original developer there s a distribu-
torand then a dealer. Both take their
share of the RRP price that you pay.

Now the important part. The dealer
pays a sum to the distributor for the
products he buys. Then he adds an
amount to this - covering his or her
costs and making a small amount for
profit - and sells it to you.

The amount they add usually brings
the price up to a retail price set by the
original developer but it is completely
up to the dealer if this is the case.
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Sometimes they add less, thus making
themselves less money but allowing
them to undercut their competitors and
hopefully attracting more customers.
How the dealer sell the product will
also determine the price.

Mail order companies, because they
don't have to pay for costly shop space
and keep products on display, can
charge less - which is why mail order
prices are typically lower than shop

prices.

Ishould add, however, that there are
advantages to you in buying from a
dealer with a shop rather than just mail
order operations and these can often
justify the slightly higher price.

S0 when buying the product, if the
seller is quoting the RRP you will proba-
bly be able to haggle them down a little
bit on the price - ater all they would
rather gain a sale and make some money
than lose it completely.

In fact a great many of the larger
dealers who only advertise RRPs often
have a price match service for just this
reason.

Those ies advertising at

be open to negotiation on price.

A point unconnected with your buy-
ing price but worth consideration is that
those companies cansistently advertis-
ing at prices well below RRPS are run-
ning on very tight margins.
As such they won't have that much
‘money and in some cases may skimp on
the after sales support or have no inten-
tion of being around for long.

Basically, while it's OK for you to talk
a dealer down, be careful of those who
appear to be advertising at ridiculously
Tow prices.

Power
Another way you can often get a
good deal is to simply ask. Bigger dealers

01d stock such as Mega STs can be
often

and e
buying power and can force their suppli-
ers to reduce their selling price (a tech-
nique you can use zs shown later on) or
buy “end of line” stock - all dealers
occasionally have ex-demo stock or re-
boxed product.

End-of-ine stock i particularly good
value. For instance, when the Mega ST
was discontinued to make way for a new

reduced rates have already discounted to
some extent before you even talk to
them. As such they are starting on a
lower margin and thus are less likely to

model, a large dealer would bought all
of Atari’s final stock for less than normal
and then sold it off cheaply. In this way
Atari clear their warehouse to make way

High Street sal buic

Buying hardware at the lowest possible price is
easy when you know how. Keith Milburn has

some pound-preserving advice

for the new product, the dealer sells
however many it bought, making a
quick killing in the process and you, the
user, get a good product for a low price -
everybody gains!

Promotion offers are the old favourite
of the sales and marketing staff. Using
the Mega ST in yet another example,
imagine that it hadn't been the success
it has been and had in fact flopped.




With more and more Hight Street compt

Atari would now need to sell all the
mass product stocks it had. A favourite
remedy is to slash the price - providing
you know the product is OK for your
requirements, you can once again get a
good product for a low price.

In all circumstances, however, ensure
that the product has a full warranty and
parts will continue to be available.
Reboxed or cosmetically damaged stock
s particularly open to abuse and more
likely to fail, although in my experience

this is very rarel

In most cases the casing may be
slightly scratched while being demon-
strated, or the packaging dented when
someone carrying it walks into a bench
comer etc.

Negofiation

Itis then not possible to sell it as new
and it needs to be sold off as quickly as
possible (no one wants piles of damaged
stock occupying valuable space). Prices
on such stock can frequently be negoti-
ated down further given the right tech-
niques.

‘This brings us neatly to the next
topic. There you stand in front of an
eager sales assistant or maybe sitting
down on the phone to a mail order firm.

You've explained what you want, and
the firm's representative has given you
their price. How do you go about getting
their price down?

Well the first technique should start
even before you've approached your
dealer. Pick-up your favourite ST maga-
zine and note down the advertised
prices of the item you are interested in
from other dealers.

Approach

Now approach your chosen dealer,
when it comes round to pricing time
point out that other dealers - hopefully
in the area - are selling the same prod-
uct for less and if necessary give details.

At this it, with hardware at least,
you'll need to make a choice. Many
dealers will offer you some form of soft-

right deal

ware pack free of charge instead of a
lower price.

‘These packs take the form of giving
you a greater saving, than if the software
is bought separately, over the saving you
will make on buying the hardware from
a cheaper competitor.

Whether you want to save more there

g
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Sounntich

Even music shops are ofering
centives - in this case 1Mb in

and then by going for the cheaper
dealer's hardware or save more in the
long run on software costs is your
choice. I'd recommend the long run sav-
ing personally.

If you have no straight competitive
price advantage to play with, and you
are fairly confident, you can try to bait
the sales representative with a question.
Something like: “Why should I buy
from you rather than a High Street mul-
tiple?” for example will occasionally
result in a volunteered price drop,

Other techniques you may like to try
are joining forces with your friends and
buying two or more units at once or
offering to buy a lot of other products,
such as a printer or monitor, with the
main hardware to increase the overall
order value. Some dealers will happily
reduce the individual price of the items
in return for a greater sale value.

1 you're looking for a really good
deal, then there are few better places
than computer shows. The specialist
computer shows, like the International
Computer Show, are great places for bar-
gains, especially on the last day when
the traders are looking to rid their stock
and thus avoid taking it back

All the above techniques can be used
at shows, usually to even greater effect
and there are often some truly fantastic
offers to be had.

Afinal last resort, and one only avail-
able to  few, is buying through your
company. Many ST dealers have
corporate sales teams who sell, not sur-
prisingly, to corporates and large com-
panies.

If the company you work for uses
computers you could ask the purchasing
department to approach the dealer in
question and try buying it at this level
for you. As I've said, this route is only
open to a few, but if you can do it do so,
itis worthwhile.

At the end of the day there is a sim-
ple rule to follow when try to get a good
deal out your dealer. Remember that
they are, after all, there to make money
~if they don't they won't be around,
and you'll lose out.

S0 when negotiating, give them room
to move and play fair. If you make them
a reasonable offer, most dealers will be
happy to work with you - let's face it,
you need them and vice versal
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his month we'll tackle the only
I part of the program we haven't
explored so far - the Edit facili-
ties. These are generally the most com-
plex part of any sequencer and
Midistudio is no exception. However,
they are all easy to use as we'll see.

All operations in the Edit window are
performed on the Current Phrase which
appears in the Current Phrase box. You
can drag a new Phrase here for editing
from the List or Arrange windows.

Parameters

We saw how to move through the
edit display in the first part of the tuto-
rial. Alter numeric parameters by click-
ing on them. Del, as you might guess,
deletes the current event although you
get a warning dialogue box to prevent
accidents.

The two <Ins boxes are used to insert
events before or after the current event.
But first you specify which type of event
you want to insert from the list above
and below the <Ins boxes:

Aft - Aftertouch. Not all keyboards
support Aftertouch. It is a message gen-
erated by pressing down on the key-
board after playing a key in the normal
way. It is commonly used to add vibrato
to a sound but it can also control other
parameters

Bend - Pitch Bend. This can take any
value from 0 to 16,383 but it is repre-
sented by two data bytes. Settings of 0
and 64 are the mid-values which means
no bend. In the program the second
entry is the coarse byte. Alter this one

We looked at Quantise in the first part of the tuto-

vial, Here are the other edit functions:

and fine tune with the other if neces-
sary. Sixty-four s the mid-value which

idistudio

lan Waugh continues his

tour of Midistudio Junior,
looking at some of its

more advanced features

‘The boxes on the extreme right of the
‘window let you play back tae Phrase
either from the beginning or from the
Current Event. Playback will loop from
the start point to the end until stopped,
allowing you to make changes on the
fly.

Playback

‘The Channel box at the bottom can
be used to select the Midi output chan-

means no bend.

Normally, a continuous stream of
data is used to bend a note up and back

Midistudio Junior's Edit window

Copy Creates an identical Phrase with a different
an
Split Splits a phrase at a specified bar and beat
position.
Merge  Merges the Current Phrase with a destination
Phrase. The Current Phrase is unaltered and
@ copy of the destination Phrase is saved to
the buffer.
Append This joins the current Phrase to the end of a
destination phrase. As with Merge, the cur- | Quantise
rent Phrase is unaltered.
Velocity
Filters  This lets you remove certain events during o

after recording. Events with the filter on in
the Auto column are removed during record-
ing (actually they're removed just afte record-
ing), those set to on in the Exec column are
remaved from the current Phrase when you
dick on Exec.

The exception is the Auto filtering of
Aftertouch during recording for which you do
ot need to click the Auto box.
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down to pitch, or vice versa.

with just a couple of entries.

Phrase will Play out of tune.

to create micro tonal pieces!

in the event st g

However,

you can produce bend effects

Cancel any bend with val- (LENSHEIERS] ” o

g

‘The adventurous can use this

The irs Pitch Bend ontry

Phrase plays in tune!

A glossary of edit functions

You can filter all Controllers or select one by
number, Two events are always filtered out—
Active Sensing and All Notes Off. We men-
tioned All Notes Off last month.

Active Sensing s a message put out by cer-
tain instruments about three times every sec-
ond saying ‘I'm here!”. If a device receives an
Active Sensing message and then stops receiv-
ing it it assumes there's been a break in com-
munication and switches off its notes.

Some instruments may also reset to power
up status. This can cause a lot of confusion
so Midistudio filtes out Active Sensing mes-
sages completely.

We covered quantisation in the first tutorial.

“The Incr/Decr All By area lets you add or sub-
tract a value to all the notes in a Phrase. It
Keeps the highs and lows the same but alters
the overall velocity level. Alte the value by
dlicking or dragging the slider.

‘The Abs Level All At will st the velocities
of all the notes in a Phrase to the same value.
‘This has Auto and Exec boxes which work in
the same way as in other functions, for
recording or inmediate use.

‘The Rand box on the right will randomly

Transpose

Insert
Scaled
Control

nel for Phrase Playback.

Any changes you
make in the Edit win-
dow are permanent -a.
copy is not stored in the
Buffer automatically but
you can store a copy in

the buffer prior to editing.
Clicking on the Print box gives you

the option of printing the Page - which

consists of the events you can se in the

edit window - or the entire Phrase.

© Next month - Power User hints and tips!

{JisHis] wA’\ 1
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allocate velociy values between lower and.
upper limits to a Phrase. This can help
humanise a music line, especially drums.
The Scale function produces a radual
change between two velocity valuzs. The
change runs from the start to the end of the
Plrase. Use it to produce a fade in o fade

This transposes the pitch of allthe notes in a
rase and works in a similar way to the
Incr/Decr Velocity function.

This works in a similar way to the Scale
Velocity function.

You must specify the Controller number,
how often it is to be inserted in clicks and the
values it s to be scaled between. For example,
the following would produce a fde in:

INSERT CONTROLLER 7 EVERY 6 CLIKS
SCALED BETWEEN
FRon: 0 10: 127

As this is volume as opposed to velocity
data, the fade in would be shown by the
faders on the Desk. Some instruments use
Controller 10 and 11 to produce pan and
Drilliance effects.



Analogic Computers

Unit 6, Ashway Centre,
EIm Crescent,

Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH

U.K.) Ltd
MDn-Fri(Eam to 7pm Sat 9am to 5.30pm

TEL.: 081-546-9575
FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671

[THE OFFICIAL ATARI REPAIR CENTRE]

e COMPUTERS ¢ PRINTERS * MONITORS
REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC FEES

520/1040 ST/STM/STF/STFM/STE

£59.95

@ Fixed Charges @ Very Fast Turnaroul

Including next day delivery by Courier service.

nd

@ Al repairs carry a full 90 Day Guarantee

Printers and Monitors

Door to door We pick up computers for repairs and memory upgrades for
Sppne=— Next Day delivery by Courier service for only £5.00 + VAT

...Please ring for quotation

520 STE to 1 Meg
520 STE to 2 Meg
520 STE to 4 Meg

STE, MEGA STE, FALCON 030 COMPUTERS

520 STE Start Pack
520 STE Discovery Xtra Pack Il
1040 STE Family Curriculum Pack Il

lega
Falcon 030

512k

1Meg 2 Meg

Dl

PROTAR HARD DRIVES (New Protar Series 2)

£289.00

Profile 4 X
09.00

Profile 4
Profile 50 DC
Profile 8
Profile 1
Profile R44

All Protar Hard Drives with Disk Cache have
2 year replacement warranty.

New Protar series 2 accept a second internal drive
* Support upto 7 extra SCSI devices * Autobooting
* DMA Throughport « Device Number Switching
* Disk Management Software

MONITORS ACCESSORIES and INTERFACES
Atari SM146 High Resolution Monochrome MOri(r..........POA  STEISTFMScaLa........£1495  DUSLCOY.......... 4%
Atari SC1435 Colour Monitor. 15,00 Mouse M, 495

s [ POA 9695 10Blank Discs. o
Piips 14" TVMontor (Designer Mol + R £25500 T otedenson  ADSCSI 50
Pips 15 TVMonlor+ 239,00 Lead o 799
Philips 15° TV/Moni as above with 526900 SqukMos £1495  ForgetMe Clock. £16%

POWER SUPPLIES

DISK DRIVES

STFI £3495  High Dersiy 35" Intemal Drive 4.9
4495 1Meg35" £44.95
PRINTERS o
‘Star LC20 Mon £13095  Citizen 124D. 179.95
SarLC200 £199%5  CilzenSitd 16995
StarLC2420, 0% %
Star LC24:200 Moro, T . 5
ar IEE I Please ring for Canon, Panasonic and HP range
[0 LNy o ——— £12995

* We reserve the right

% Al prces include VAT and NEXT DAY DELIVERY subject 0 avallabity
 Fixed charge for repair does not include Disk Drive Replacement & Keyboard
Al prices subject to change without notice

o refuse any ST Repair
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-COMPUTER € NOW |
Professional Service with no surcharge

WHILE-U-WAIT!
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GELEIITES @ NEW LATE NIGHT SHOWROOM OPENING 'TIL 7PM, WED - FRI @ BRI
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o

REFERENCE HARD DRIVE

COMBINING EXCELLENT

PERFORMANCE WITH QUALITY
AND HIGH CAPACITY, OUR HARD

DRIVES OFFER EXCEPTIONAL

VALUE FOR MONEY!

FAST ACCESS NEC SCSI

MEGHANISMS FOR OPTIMUM

PERFORMANCE « HIGH QUALITY

METAL CASING

JCATART

s -
KICK OFF’ with GAZZA at
Evesham Microsj]
FREE! : 5wy
With every ' T aau oA
STE Pack ~ + ‘TREASURE TRAP'

Y
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(RRP: £25.53)
(RAP:

*/ASTERIX' (RRP: £24.99)

(RRP: £7.99)

520 STE ST win s e ST
‘DISCOVERY “h

EXTRA’ PACK

0 from
Final Figr
ST BASIC'®

Trom Alatinduding the 520
40, Dighal Sered sound,
5

lanot of Robot | ONLY £269.99 WITH 1B RAM FITTED
e ‘ine Lives @ Y ITH 28 RAM FITTED
‘Atar ST Tour _| ONLY £345.99 WITH 4M8 RAM FITTED

=L |ONLY £299.00 ONLY £449.00

« DEDICATED POWER SUPPLY + COOLING FAN
+1CD INTERFACE & SOFTWARE » DMA THROUGHPORT

40MB VERSION 100MB VERSION

3'/2" EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES
Very et Siminede

for location either side of computer
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EXTE
Bor

7}

1040 STE ‘FAMILY
CURRICULUM

7040 STE icising oducationa) & produy

rom Eary Schooi o GCSE revisio. @ Productiviy Software

Inc.VAT and

" dolivery.

|z299.2

Prices include VAT,

PRINTERS &Gitery and cabls
EVESHAM MICROS STAR PRINTERS INCLUDE
MONTHS ON-SITE WARRANTY

Basic TED

SOLDERLESS MEMORY
UPGRADES FOR ST's
‘GIVE YOUR ST THE BENEFITS OF SIMMS RAM

EXPANSION WITH OUR SIMPLE-FITTING UPGRADE!
 Fits Atari ST, STFIl

400ppi HANDY SCANNER
QUALITY SCANNING - AT
THE RIGHT PRICE ! V
Representing outstanding value for
o quality.
scanning hardware with the distinctively
powerful DAATASCAN PROFESSIONAL softwars.

sty care. s ol 105 scaing Vi, varbl brgnness ool an 100
200,200 400 rsouton Datascan Profssions scann andesing

Modules for Effortiess Upar y

xcolont computoity i

il kit with detal
knowlage needed
.

elonal 24.pin Colous Guisipinir

PHILIPS 15" TV/MONITOR

Upgrade unit unpopulated... 3
With 512K RAM Installed, gives 1Mb RAM total.
With 2Mb RAM Installed, gives 2/2.5Mb tot

With 4Mb RAM Installed, gives 4Mb total

520ST PLUG-IN 1MB
SOLDERLESS RAM UPGRADE

M AW ® Simpe fast and afctve RAM

MonitorSwitch Box

5 | PR e conplete

TIHEWORKS DTP 2
©NLY
89,95
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machines) ® Requies n scderng or technicl know bow

£49.95

OTHER RAM UPGRADES
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Our fully equipped service department is ready to
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Please contact us on 0386-446441
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ast month we got our program
L to the point where we could dis-

play bats on the screen by press-
ing keys, and the ball could move
horizontally or vertically, as long as we
told it by amending the initial values of
the X and Y velocity before assembling
the program.

‘This month we will finally get to
interact with the game, by allowing the
ball to bounce off the bat and so change
direction.

For convenience, I will call the two
different types of bat we are using Left
Bat and Right Bat. The Left Bat is dis-
played by pressing the Z key, and slopes
down from left to right (\). The right Bat
is displayed by pressing the X key, and
slopes down from right to left ().

Velocity

“The ball could hit either bat from any
of four directions. The table shows the
effect on the balls X and Y velocity for
every case

If we were going to be really clever
about it, we could write a very short rou-
tine which handled every case.

Essentially, we would just need to
swap the X and Y velocity, and multiply
by -1 if we were travelling left or up.

Programming, like life,is never so
simple. There are other things to be
taken into consideration. For instance, if
the ball is travelling along an edge when
it hits a bat, and the bat forces the ball
into the edge, the ball effectively needs
to bounce three times - once from the
bat, then from the wall, and finally from
the bat again.

S0 I've taken the easy option (as ever).
The check for what to do when the ball
hits a bat is done within the routine

checks for wall collision. Each

each of four directions.

Bats and balls

‘The effect of the ball hitting each of the two Bats from

Marc Young finally
gets his balls under
control and the
Game with No Name
shapes up

check s performed individually, for
each direction, and for each bat

Although this may seem like the cow-
ard’s way out, it certainly makes the
program easy to follow, and also means
that should you wish to add any further
features - such as different shaped bats
etc - adding the code should be rela-
tively simple.

Longer

The only real disadvantage is that the
assembler source is somewhat longer.

Now we can control the ball as it
‘moves around the screen, simply by
positioning the bat correctly,

The next enhancement to our Game
with No Name i to give ourselves some-
thing to aim at. Two major changes

| ~
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need to be made to the program at this
stage - we need to show a target on the
screen, and we need to be able to detect
if we have hit the target. In true Marc
Young fashion, Il cover these in
reverse order!

‘The routine targ_target is executed
when a target is hit. This routine han-
dles the display of a new target at a ran-
dom position, as well as the erasing of
the target we have just hit.

“The first action taken by the routine
is to clear the byte in the squares table.
“This table, if you remember, holds a dif-
ferent value in each byte depending on
what is shown on each square on
screen.

Zero means nothings on the square,
one means a left bat, two a right bat

Bat | Initial X | Initial Y | Final X [ Final ¥

Left 1 0 0 1

Left -1 0 0 -1

Left 0 1 1 0

Left 0 -1 -1 0

Right 1 0 0 -

Right E 0 0 1

Right 0 1 -1 0

The ei ituations which occur when

Right 0 -1 1 0 ball meets bat. This diagram illustrates each

case detailed in the acc

ompanying table

Programming

the 68000

and three a target. Next, the routine
erases the target from the screen. This is
done by executing the subroatine
undraw_tgt.

“This routine is almost identical to
draw_tgt which is described below. The
only difference i that the undraw rou-
tine draws a sprite of a background
square, whereas the draw routine draws
asprite of the target.

Now we need a random number, to
determine the new X and Y co-ordinates
of our target. Luckily the ST's operating
system again comes to the rescue with
XBIOS 17. This splendid system routine
will return a 24-bit random number in
D0.

Co-ordinates

Of course, a 24-bit number allows a
value of between zero and 16,777,215.
For our X co-ordinate, we need from
zero to 19 and for the Y co-ordinate,
from zero to 11

We could just take the low byte of
DO, then call the Random routine again,
and use the low byte again.

Unfortunately, the XBIOS routine is
not exactly lightning fast, and there is a
better way of handling the situation.

The low byte of DO is moved to D2,
which will be used to hold the grid X co-
ordinate. The two word halves of D0 are
then swapped, using the SWAP com-
mand, so that the high word becomes
the low word and vice-versa. The new
low byte of DO is then moved to D3,
which will be used to hold the grid Y
co-ordinate.

At this point, D2 or D3 could contain
any value, as we have only affected the
low byte of either register. To limit the
‘values to those within our grid, | have
used the AND instruction. ANDing D2
‘with binary 11111 has the effect of lim-

>
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>
ing its value to between zero and 31.

ANDing D3 with binary 1111 limits
its value to between zero and 15. We
still need to adjust these values if they
are outside the width and height of our
grid, and this is performed over the next
few lines of program using the CMP
instruction.

Itis worth noting here that this use of
ANDing values to limit their range,
while being efficient, does mean that,
should we change the dimensions of our
grid, the values used may need to be
changed.

al

Amendment

For this reason I have included the
two binary values as EQUs at the top of
the program, to make such amendment
‘more obvious.

Having finally got our new co-ordi-
nates, the subroutine draw_tgt is exe-
cuted to draw the target sprite
on-screen. Finally, the value 3 is moved
into the correct position in the squares
grid, so that the appropriate routines
«can check whether the ball has hit a
tar

rget.
1 you've loaded the source code of
PROGO016 from the CoverDisk, you
may have searched for the subroutine
targ_target

1f you did, you will have discovered
that there is one BSR to the subroutine
at the very start of the program, then
the routineitself, and only one other
reference to the routine. Rather than the

other reference being a JSR, or
BSR, or even a JMP, BRA, BNE
or similar, itisin fact used to

define a value in a table called

targ_addr.

If you take a look at the table
targ_addr, you will see that it
consists of four values of Long
Words, the first three being
targ_end and the last being
targ_target.

f you now take a look at the subrou-
tine target, you will see how this table
is use

‘The subroutine target is executed
‘whenever the ball completes a journey
from one square to the next, in what-
ever direction.

Following the routine through, it
firstly gets the value of the byte within
the table squares corresponding to the
position of the ball, into data register
DI. It is worth noting that the whole
register is cleared first, as only a byte is
moved from the table.

Register

Next, the address of the table
targ_addr s loaded into address register
AL The value in D1 is then multiplied
by four, by shifting the bits left by two -
remember each shift left multiples by
two again, so shifting twice multiplies
by two twice, which is the same as mul-
tiplying by four - trust me, I'm a doctor
(20 you're not - Ed).

So, now we have the address of the
start of the table in A1, and the value of
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the byte of the square we have just
arrived at (multiplied by four) in D1. So
what next If you think about it logically,
each value we could have in the table (0
- blank, 1 - Left Bat, 2 - Right Bat or 3 -
‘Target) has been translated into 0, 4, 8
and 12.

1 we were to add this value onto the
address in A1, this would point us to the
value at the appropriate position in the
table of addresses.

‘We could then jump to this address,
and perform the appropriate routines
depending on the contents of the
square. This is essentially what the next
couple of lines of code achieve. The
instruction:

HOVE.L 1,00,
adds the contents of A1 and D1 and
moves them into A2, without affecting
the value of either Al or D1

‘The next line:

woou

in A2 An important note here - don’t
tn

2

"o

as, although this will compile, it will
certainly not have the same effect! In
fact it will almost certairly crash your
ST

Obviously, with the limited options
we have in our Game with no Name,
the use of this Jump Table is a lttle over
the top. The only other options beside
the target are the two bats or an empty
square, and in all o these cases, we
want to take no action, so the code
jumps to the end of the -outine
(targ_end).

However, if you want to add new
routines, for example different types of
target, or maybe different bats, it is a
simple matter of writing the code
required, and adding the address to the
table.

Next month
Next month we'll finish off the
Game with No Name, and I'll cover
a few miscellaneous bits and
i

If there is any aspect of assen-
bler programming you would like
‘me to cover in the future, why not

jumps the program t the address held

drop me a line at the ‘User office.

Drawing a target

When it comes to drawing a target, most of the work
is a duplication of the routines we have already used
for drawing the ball or the bats. If you look at the rou-
tine draw _tgt you may recognise quite a lot of the
code. The differences, however, are important and
worth working through.

“The first line of the routine is:

NOVEN.L  D2/D3,-(SP)

‘This moves the contents of both D2 and D3 onto the
top of thestack. If you look at the last line of the pro-
gram, you will see:

WUERL (P 02003
which moves the top two Long Word values from the
stack into D2 and D3. The net effect, of course, s to
preserve the values of D2 and D3.

This is required, as the BLIT routine, which s used
by this routine, would change the values of D2 and
D3, and both are required ater the draw_tgt routine
ends.

“The next two lines of the program select the sprite
to be drawn. If you haven't looked at the SPRITES.PI1
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file recently, it may be worth loading it into your
favourite art package and taking a look.

‘Two things have changed. Firstly I have added a
sprite for the target and a sprite for a blank square.
Also I have changed the palette slightly, and used the
new colours for the target.

Itis not particularly important to keep the effect of
asemi-transparent ball as it travels over a target, as the
target will disappear when hit. Therefore, I have sim-
ply picked some colours 1 liked, and allocated them.

“The lines following simply set up the registers ready
for calling the Blt routine to display our sprite on the
screen screen_2.

Just before executing the Blit routine, you will
notice the line:

MOVEN.L D0-D7/A0,~(SP)

s you may gather, this instruction moves the cor-
tents of all the data registers and address register A
anto the stack. Take a look after the Blit has been exe-
auted:

HOVERL (5P, 00-07/0

“This instruction restores the values of the registers,
but does not adjust the stack pointer.

‘The reason for this strange behaviour s all down to
the use of multiple screens. To avoid flickering,
we need to display our target on the visible
screen, the work screen and the master background
screen.

To save any delays, having set up the registers once,
they are saved to the stack and the Al register
adjusted - A1 holds the address of the screen to be dis-
played to - as the Blit routine is executed a total of
three times.

After executing the Blit for the second time, the
MOVEM instruction is used to extract the registers
from the stack, but this time the stack peinter is
adjusted, as we will not require allthe registers after
the third Blit.

However, we will require the values of D2 and D3,
which were pushed onto the stack at the start of the
toutine, and these are taken from the stack before the
routine exits.

As I mentioned above, the undraw target subrou-
tine performs much the same functions, but instead of
drawing a target, it draws an empty square.



i Uimsiis
INOWIONIVE
SI99 W

REFLEX GRAPHIC CARD

The most flexible approach to high resolution graphic
output for Atari STe & Mega ST. Truly cost effective when

used with SM124, SM125 & SM144 monitors to resolutions of
1024x960. NOW ONLY £199 - SAVE £50

* PRO-MONITORS
QUME 15" M/Sync FST A4 Portrait
HITACHI 21" A3, FST, Dynamic Focusing
EIZO 21" A3, FST, Flexscan, Dynamic Focusing

- 8499
-£895
-£1095

e V2.1 UTILITY (£10.00) ¢
For use with A4 monitor systems only. Includes REFLEX
VIDEO PROGRAM to program custom screen resolutions.

¢ STE ADAPTOR (£25.50) »

Now vyour Atari STE can be upgraded to allow
unbelievable performance for minimal investment. Allows
the Reflex Graphic Card to fit directly into a 520/1040STE.

— * COMPLETE SYSTEMS o

QUME 15" A4 with REFLEX CARD, only . -£648

HITACHI 21" A3 with REFLEX CARD, only ... -£995
SAVE up o £149

ATARI 520STE with REFLEX CARD fitted - 8444

SAVE £80 (STE adaptor + fitting normally £50.50)

JNATARI ST & TT

520STE (512KB) £255 520STE (1MB fitted) £235

Mega STE1 £499 17030 2MB £995
Mega STE2 (HDD) £839 TT030 4MB £1245
Mega STE4 (HDD) £934 TT030 8MB £1569

50MB Hard Drive (Mega STE or TT030) £199

AOC MultiSync colour monitor, 0.28mm display £299
(suitable for all ST/TT resolutions, except TT high)

TTM 194 19" monitor for TT high res. only £599

All prices exclude VAT & car
Educational & Trade enquiries welcome:

All major credi rds accepted
ACCESS — MASTERCARD - VISA

TITAN Designs Ltd

Inst. of Research & Development

Univ. of B’ham Research Park
Vincent Drive, Birmingham B15 25Q
TEL: 021-415 4155 FAX: 021-415 4156

2

SOFTWARE from TITAN
V

AVANT VECTOR - Graphic ediifor, Bezier auto-fracing 249.00
CALAMUS v1.09n - Full DTP package - "NEW PRICE* 119.00
CALAMUS SL - Full DTP package with colour separation 499.00
COMPOSCRIPT - PostScript output to wide range of printers 198.00
DIDOT LINEART - Vector graphic/font edifor, auto-tracing 199.00
DIDOT PRO - As above with DIP module, Bezier auto-frace 320.00

DIDOT PRO CD - As above with colour separation 660.00

RETOUCHE - Grey-scale scanning package 150.00
RETOUCHE PRO - As above with exra modules & features 676.00
REPROSTUDIO 32 - Scan s/ware, 400dpi 32 grey-scale scanner  249.00

REPROSTUDIO 256 — As above, but 256 greyscale capabiffy __339.00

WORD PROCESSING
CALLIGRAPHER PRO — With outiine fonts, large point sizes 84.25
CALLIGRAPHER GOLD - CAL PRO with many additional features 118.25
WRITE ON - Low cost Word Pro. with professional features 39.95
THAT 'S WRITE - As above with many additional features 82.75

ADD-ONS & PERIPHERALS

SPECTRE GCR - Mac emulator WITH ROM's 255.00
AT SPEED C16 - 286-16MHz PC emulator 192.50
TT FAST RAM boards. 4MB to 32MB ... from 349.00
ICD AdSpeed 1éMHz accelerator board i 136.00
PROTAR SERIES Il HARD DRIVES
20MB, 40m$ access 199.00
40MB, 28mS access 249.00
50MB DC, 17mS access. 2 year guarantee 320.00
80MB, 24m$ access 367.00
105MB DC, 17m$ access. 2 year guarantee 428.00

Others available incl. streamers/removables

ME| Y UPGRADES — *NEW PRICES*

SIMM MODULES Xtra-RAM Deluxe

520STE to IMB 19.95 5208T/STm/STfm to IMB ~ 55.00
520/ 1040STE to 2MB 49.00 ST and Mega ST tc 2MB ~ 84.00
520/ 1040STE to 4MB 95.00 ST and Mega ST tc 4MB  130.00

PRINTERS

DOT MATRIX pririters from only ... 99.00
CANON BJ10ex - 360dpi bubblejet 299 .00
CANON BJ330 - A3 carriage, 360dpi bubblejet 699.00
HP DESKJET 500 - 300dpi inkjet, superb quality 399.00
ATARI SLM605 - 300dpi, éppm Laser 699.00

RICOH LP1200 - 400cipi, 2MB RAM, 6ppm, “Res. Enhancement* 699 .00
HP LASERJET IIP - 300cipi, 512KB RAM, 4ppm Laser 649.00

HP LASERJET lIIP - As HPIIP with TMB RAM & *Res. Enhancement* 899 .00
Please call for details on Scanners, Mice, Trackballs, etc.

@iy 5299

Superb colour display for all Atari ST/TT computers

14" Non-interlaced monitor, 0.28mm dot pitch
Plugs directly into TT for all displays except TT High
Pl irectly into

fari ST machines with optional
ufions
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Punchi

Programmed by: Toby
Liddicoat and Robert W
Dytmire (respectively)
Goodman International +
Disk No. GD1667

‘Two games comprise this disk from
Goodman International. Squidgey is a
puzzle game in which the objective is to
clear the screen of stray blocks.

Unusually, this game makes use of
both mouse and joystick. When started,
you are presented with a screen contain-
ing various pattemed blocks scattered
willy nilly.

You can then use the mouse to
choose a specific patterned block which
the game character, named Squidgey,
will push at the stray blocks and if they
match, the stray block wil be cleared
from the screen.

Clearing the screen of stray blocks
completes the level, with later levels
becoming more difficult.

This is a simple game and I have to
say I got quite bored with it after a very
short while despite the fairly good
graphics and digitised speech effects.

‘The second game on the disk - Mrs
Munchie - is a lot more enjoyable. It is a
Pac-Man type game with lots of extra
features, and it requires 1Mb to run.

Some of these extra features include

Zaps which are like smart bombs and kill

all reatures on-screen. There aren't that
many though, so you have to use them
sparingly.

‘There are also various Trap Dots
which appear that have various and ran-
dom effects. The effects range from
adding more creatures to the maze to
the Super NOVA, which kills everything
on-screen and eats all the dots.

‘This game may be based on an old
classic, but I enjoyed it.

177 Bl

Programmed by: SIAM Ltd
Goodman International +
Disk No. GD1662

‘These programs apparently allow you to
experience the challenge of railway

operation from the comfort of your own
home. Well I travel to ST User on a train

, Heanor DE7 7HN - Tel: 0773 605010/761944
oo
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Press space bar for neveneat

every day and I have to say the whole
process is about as enjoyable as breaking
wind in a spacesuit.

Maybe it's because the particular
toute I travel is serviced by antiquated,
uncomfortable carriages but I wouldn't
wish the experience on anyone, apart
from that annoying bloke in the mouth-
wash advert who keeps saying, “Still
working.”

Anyhow, enough banter and on with
the review. This disk contains a collec-
tion of railway-based games that
attempt to simulate the problems and
challenges of running a railway.

Authentic track plans, motive power
and schedules for the location and
period are implemented, in some cases
with additional workings to add extra
interest.

I can’t honestly say I found these
games enthralling, probably because I
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Store and recall
names, addresses

cheap software? You do?

Then let me show you
some real bargains that
won't bust your bank
balance or burn a hole in
your sky rocket.”

have never had any interest in the
field of locomotive vehicies
‘whatsoever.

However, train spotters and rail
enthusiasts may find it irteresting.

ALICE - Another
(or

bitte C

Ralf Kaufman
Riverdene PDL +
Disk No. 1022

‘There are many PD text editors out
there in use by C programmers. Some
are absolute pap, others are very good.
ALICE is one of the good ones.

ALICE provides a simple, GEM-ori-
ented package for entering source code
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and although its name suggests that its
main use would be for C source code
entry, it's equally usable for creating any
Ascii file

Although ALICE may be simple, it
does have some good features such as,
simultaneous editing of up to ten text
files, each in their own window, addi
tional texts may be held in cut/paste
buffers, comprehensive block functions,
search and replace and operates on all
ST/STE/TT computers.

Anyone looking for a good, simple
text editor will find it in this program.

Programmed by: David
Potts

otter
LAPD + Disk No. L.17

Address Banksis a very easy to use
database for names and addresses which
also has the facilty for printing address
labels.

Written in GFA Basic, it is fully mouse
controlled allowing easy access and
retrieval of adcress cards.

There is a password system to restrict
access to any particular address file and
also a search facility for locating any par-
ticular word or combination of letters as
parameters.

LAPD + Disk No. U.48

‘There are many packers available to help
save space on disks and this collection
from LAPD seems to have all the best
packers available in the public domain.

The nice thing about this collection
though is the menu system which pro-
vides many useful functions.

Besides giving you a menu of the 13
packers on the disk, there are also some
basic disk operations built in.

You can crezte folders, rename files
and delete files. You can also set the
intemal clock or find out how much
memory you have left in your computer.

‘The menu system also allows you to
run the Revenge document displayer

| g T ]
e T scen ]
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symbolic form JUTETE

and a multi-depacking program for de-
compressing any packed programs

Programmed by:
Peter Hague
Goodman International +
Disk No.GD1666

“This is one for the budding Patrick
Moores among you. This program con-
tains masses of information on star
constellations.

hen you run the program, you can
choose a constellaton. Once chosen,
the program draws the constellation and
provides a brief description of its
history.

You may then click on any of the
objects within the constellation and the
program ou the name or number
of the object, for example beta Orionis
or NGC 6853,

If available, there will also be more
information and data displayed on the
selected object. Some of the data pro-
vided includes ly - the distance of the
object from Earth measured in light
years, App Mag. the apparent magni-
tude, or the brightress of the object as
seen from Earth and Spec. which is the

An excellent and

good
gameplay and it's
too!

A easy to use

GEM-driven

riace makes

the packing

Pprocess easy and
jck

spectral class of the object.
“This program is a must for the bud-

ding astronomer and is a great learning

aid in recognising the constellations as

well as gaining an insight into their his-
tory and composition.

Programmed by: Martin
Brownlow. Music by Dave

Gymer
LAPD + Disk No. G221

According to the blurb, many years ago,
a being known only as the Enemy
appeared in out universe from parts
unknown. It tainted the hearts of men
and from these men, a new empire arose
to challenge our society.

An attack was launched on the Earth
and was only stopped from destroying
the mother planet by asingle fighter
craft codenamed Grav.

‘The Grav pilot destroyed the Enemy’s
followers’ two base planets, but the
Enemy escaped back toits own dimen-
sion.

Now, from the ashes of the old
empire, a new force has arisen. The
forces of the Earth had grown lax and
ignored the build up of weapons and

price cufs

MT Software have reduced their
prices and have introduced a new

and custom written catalogue pro-

gram of their stock.
The catalogue

and can be obtained by phoning,

free of charge

writing or faxing them at the
address given at the end of these
pages.
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Get in
int!
print?
If you are a PD library and you
wish to feature in ST User, just
send any of your titles which you

feel worthy of review to;

Public Sector, Atari ST User,

Europress Enterprise, Europa
Adlington Park,
eld SK10 4NP

House,
Maccl

If you do send any of your title
please try to adhere to the folloy
ing steps to ensure that 1 can
quickly assess each contribution.
1. Include a list of the contents of

ach disk along with a brief descrip-
tion of the program.

2. If you update your disk cata-
logue, send it in to me to ensure I
have an up to date list of your
stock.

bases on the outskirts of our galaxy
until it was too late, the empire had
returned.

Prtty nall biing stuff eh? T hxs is the
sequel to the “thrust and
game called Grav which had yc yo\l con-
trolling a lander type ship which
required you to rotate the ship and acti-
vate thrusters in order to manoeuvre. It
was a tricky control method at first, but
you soon got used to it.

Grav 2 has even more features than
the first with such additions as sec-
ondary weapons such as Bombs, which
can take out several installations in one
shot, Defence Lasers, which destroys all
nearby projectiles and Computer aided
retros which aid you in controlling the
ships descent.

‘These are just a few of the weapons
and defence systems available and can
be bought from the Shop section of the
game (for a fee of course).

‘The aim of Grav 2 s to disable the
enemy base. This is achieved by
destroying 80 per cent of the emplace-
ments, but some levels have specific
objectives, such as destroying cargo
canisters.

1f you find a enemy computer on a
level and land next to it, the computers
database, containing information and
position of other bases, is downloaded
and your position is recorded 5o if you
lose a life, you will start from the last
recorded position.

‘The graphics are quite good and the
sound effects are monstrous, digitised
explosions. I spent hours pleying this
‘game, it’s brilliant. Lots of features,
excellent gameplay and hideously
addictive.
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Upgrading
your RAM

Why upgrade your RAM? There
are two reasons. No doubt those of
you with 512K are noticing the
creasing amount of games that
are demanding 1Mb of memory
such as Steel Empire and Elvira 2
Even if a game will run in 512k,
there are those which have
extended features - digitised
soundtrack, better graphics and so
on - for those with the extra RAM
and as games become ever more
complicated and sophisticated,
they are inevitably going to
require more fro

Entertainment

As well as the increasing mem.
ory requirements in the entertain
ment side of software, the more
serious software applications for
the STE are inherently memory
intensive.

Desktop publishing is one area
notorious for its appetite for your
RAM. If you are to take a serious
step into the DTP arena, it is
doubtful that you will find any
product that can operate with less
than 1Mb.

Most packages state that the
ideal memory configuration is at
least 2Mb with 4Mb being the
optimun for professional use. The
two major DTP products, Calamus
SL and PageStream 2, are leaders
in colour DTP. Calamus SL is so
sophisticated that it requires at
least 2Mb.

your computer.

Budding

S0, if you are a keen games
player or budding publisher with
512k, you can't afford not to walk
down the upgrade path. The Aries
upgrade board on offer from ST
User s progressively upgradable
from 512K to 2Mb and then to
4Mb, The board is very small and
because it requires soldering as
opposed to being a plug-in type, is
very reliable

Full instructions and
software are supplied with the
boards and a phone helpline is
available for technical assistance.

The Aries memory upgrades for
the STE range of computers con.
sist of SIMM boards which are
simply plugged into the expansion
slots within the STE

The upgrades come complete
with instructions and diagnostic
software.

Atari ST User November 1992

Upgrade service

tsometime or other there's a
good chance that you've wished
that you could use PC-compati-

ble software on your ST - there are many

reasons why you should want to.

Maybe you just wanted to use one of
the many complex packages available for
the machine, or perhaps when office
work's been piling high you've wanted to
catch up at home - right?

A pretty cost<ffective and easy answer
0 both of these problems is an emulator.
Basically they convert the ST into the
industry-standard machine, enabling it to
run many PC progeams. The great beauty,
however, i that your favourite ST pro-
‘grams can stil be used.

PCs come in various shapes and sizes
and so do emulators. During the years as
technology has evolved there have been
several types of IC.

From the days of XTs, PCs are now
powered by 80X86 chips and known as
PC-ATS. They started with 80286s, then
‘came 3865 and today 486s. Even now 586
PCs are just around the corner

For the user, the most noticeable
change throughout these developments
has been speed, vith faster computers
allowing more powerful software to be
used.

But it isn't as simple as saying that, for
example, a 386 PC wil be faster than a
286 model. The clock speed of the chip

must also be considerzd. This makes the
‘whole situation confusing and so it has
‘become common practice to measure the
PC’s speed with a Norton factor rating -
the higher the rating the faster the com-
puter. You can choos from several
boards, but the ones e are offering at
knock-down prices all come from
German firm Sack Electronics and are
supplied with a copy of the DOS operat-
ing system.

With them fitted you'll be able to use
great software like spreadsheets

Talk to the world with a straight fax/modem

Lotus 1-2-3 and Excel, AutoCAD,

Base and desktop publishing king
Pagemaker. It's possible for each to be fit-
ted at home, but if you den't have expe-
rience with a soldering ircn you could
run into difficulty. We recommend
novices use our ftting service.

PC Speed
‘The oldest of the bunch, but still a big
seller. PC Speed emulates the first PC-XTs
and has graphics displays, including
CGA mono and colour, Hercules and




All features great and small

There are countless other ways of making your ST faster,
friendlier and more reliable. Here are a few suggestions

® Generally the STE is very reliable,
but there is one component that is
‘more susceptible to damage than
most and that’ the power supply.

1 your STE's power supply has
given up the ghost, don't despair. ST
User can provide you with a replace-
ment unit which i even more reliable
than that supplied by Atari.

® For the security conscious - or
downright pamnoid - among you, ST
Secureis a hardware/software combi-
nation which will prevent unautho-
ised access to your machine.
Installation takes only 30 minutes
and once installed, it provides a
Password protection function.

© When you turn on your STE, the
operating system uses the internal
disk drive to boot from. With the
A/B Switcher and little modifica-
tion, it is possible for those of you
with an external disk drive to tell the
ST to boot from the external drive
instead.

Olivetti. With 2 Norton factor of 4, it
is sufficient for basic work such as
wordprocessing

ATSpeed

Running from an 80286 processor at
8MHz, ATSpeed has the advantage of
being able to run more PC software

than its XT brother. ATSpeed can be

Turbo TOS

Its a well known fact among ST users
that the opereting system, particularly
the Desktop, has a few problems and
niggly omissions.

‘Many third-party programs attempted
toprovide  replacement for the Desktop
such as NeoDesk and DC Desktop, but
these took upa lot of memory.

With TOS 2.06, you can place files
and folders directly onto the Desktop
similar to the NeoDesk foature

 There's no doubting the importance
fax machines have played in both large
and small businesses. The ability to
send and receive both graphic and tex-
tual information over long distances is
extremely beneficial.

“The Straight FAX/Modem allows
access to this world of telecommunica-
tions through use of a fully-featured
2,400 baud modem incorporating MNP
5 exror correction.

‘The Straight Fax software allows the
sending and receiving of faxes, it will
also send Ascil text, GEM IMG images,
Degas PI3 or PC3 files to a Group 3 fax
‘machine.

Printer drivers for Calamus and
PageStream are included, which allow
direct file output from either to be sent
by Straight fax. It also features multi-
page documents up to 255 pages, fine
and normal resolution fax modes and
100 number fax phone ist.

It can schedule fax transmission at a
delayed time, and receive faxes while
waiting for scheduled outgoing fax
documents.

run from GEM as a desk accessory and
in addition to the graphics displays
available in PC Spezd is capable of
mono EGA and VGA.

ATSpeed C16

With a Norton rating of 6.7, it sol-
ders on to the ST's existing Motorola
CPU and is a solder-free fit on

T0S 2,06 is the hardware solution and
gives lots of extra features found in the
third-party versions that make using your
ST more enjoyable.

TOS 2,06 was at one time only available
on TTs and Mega STEs, but now it s avail-
able for all machines in the ST range. Some
of the main features of TOS 2,06 include:

@ Menu options héve a keyboard equiva-
lent for quick selection and can be altered

ign programs to
e i
ress of a ke

It se

ems like our special upgrade service

was just what you’ld all been waiting

for.

with ST users rushing thei

improved yet, don’t worry

The response was overwhelming
machines

has guaranteed the amazing spe

prices until the November issue.

There are plenty of upgrades to choose from ~ doiuble-

sided disk drives, extra memory,

acce

almost anything you could think of.
o why not better your ST~ you won’t find a cheaper or
more convenient service anywhere.

Mega STs. The latest board is an
upgrade of ATSpeed, ard takes PC
emulation as far as it can go before
it becomes too expensive to remain
a realistic alternative to the real
thing. Improvements tc be found are
increase in chip speed to 16MHz and
the option to plug an 80287 maths co-
processor on to the board, making
‘mathematical-heavy applications such
as computer-aided design programs
aster.

ATSpeed C16 is the most suitable of
the three for anyone wanting to use
the PC equivalent of GEM, Microsoft's
Windows. Without Windows,
beginners can find PCs a nightmare to
use, with long commands needing to

10 your own preferences

@ Twenty programs can be assigned to the
function keys for execution at the press of
akey

@ Files and folders can be dragged onto
the Desktop, similar to the NeoDesk fea-

@ The Desktop and windows can be
spruced up by assigning colours and pat-
terns to them

@ The maximum number of windows
open has been increased to seven

@ There is a Search facilty for quickly
finding the location ofa particular file

@ Hard drive owners do not need to indi-
vidually create a partition icon any more,
Simply select Install Devices and icons for
each partition appear instantly

@ Atari's Xcontrol accessory is completely
compatible with 2.06. No need to shut
down when changing resolutions any
more

‘There are, inevitably, some programs

be typed at prompts.
It has a Norton rating of 8.2.

A better drive

Nowadays, STEs are sold with internal
3.5in double sided disk drives with a
720k capacity as standard. However, ear-
lier STs had drives fitted with single
sided drives with half the spac
Nearly all cover-mounted disks require
a 720Kk drive to give access toall the pro-
grams on them. This is also true of many
games software houses who are now
putting games on double sided disks.
“The reason behind this policy is that
‘magazines and software companies have
>

torn and colours of

Change
both the Desktop and the windows

that will not be compatible with this
new TOS version. This is most notable
in the games sector.

‘The majority of wel written, profes-
sional software which adhere to Atari’s
programming guidelines will have no

blerns.

Some PD will also fail to work with
TOS 2.06 but if a program has been
‘written with TOS 1.62 in mind, it
should be fine running with TOS 2.06.
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Upgrade service

>

to cater for the majority and, unfortu-
nately, single sided drive owners are in
the minority.

ST User's CoverDisk is also geared
towards those with 720k drives and
although we offer a single sided disk ser-
vice to those with single sided drives, it
is obviously a drag to have to post off
your CoverDisk and have to wait until it
retuns.

S0, why not take advantage of ST

Better with
a blitter

Mega STs and all STE have a blitter chip
installed as stardard, speeding up all
operating system graphics routines such
as screen redravis, window manipula-
tion, dialogue box drawing and all other
GEM graphic processes.

You will notice a “snappier” feel
when using the Desktop and other
graphical applications, such as scanning

N
i
|
|
|

Order form

Please tick the products or services you require, making sure you have
filled in and checked the total. Don't forget to tell us how you wish to
pay, and ensure that your full name and address is included!

Memory
STFM/Mega ST models
39.99 [ 512k to 2Mb.......£55
84.99 [ 512icto 4Mb.....£120

STE/Mega STE models

User's affordable solution, a double
drive upgrade for you're ST?

sided £149.99 [ 2Mb to aMb.......£75

packages, will also benefit from this
extra hardware.

PC emulators

[ ATspeed c16 (sTFM)
[ ATspeed 16 (sTE).

Other products
[ Double sided internal drive.
] TOS 2.06 ROM upgrade (STE]......
[ TOS 2.06 ROM upgrade [STFM/STE) with switch.
([ siitter chi
0 st
() Replacement power supply
[ A/Bboot switch...
[ straight fax/modem

ad

Now you've read about them,
Atari ST User are giving you the
chance to snap up these ittle
GEMs - pun blatantly intended -
at the lowest prices through our
ST User offer extravaganza.

Just tick the items you wish o
buy on the order form, including
any extras (see services), then
do your sums and add up the
total cost. Fill in the details of
how you wish to pay and don’t
forget your name and address.

Al prices include VAT. All kits
include full instructions and a
help line is available.

We also offer the following
services when ordering:

I Courier pick-up - £11 We can
arrange for Red Star to pick up
your machine, usually the day
after you contact us (see confact
number on the order form). A
courier is fast and fully insured!

1 Fitting/test - £20 We willfit the |
above and fully test all comput-
ers using Atari diagnostic hard-
ware.

I Same day service - £15 Fitting

Atari ST User November 1992

| charge which is £35.25.

Services:
£11
£20
£15

[J Courier return delivery.....£6
(] Repair quotations’ £15

[ same day charge .

of any requested items will take
place the day we receive the
machine and be despotched that

* 1f you wish to go ahead with repairs, the £15 s absorbed into the minimum £35.25.

same day. Subject fo stock
availability. Total £
Payment method (tick box): () Access
I Courier return delivery - £6 @y
Next day courier delivery, fast
ly. i [ cheque

and fully insured.
(0 postal Order

[55] {0
ExpirydauJII

Please male all cheques payable to Ladbroke Computing

I Repair quotations - £15 We
will check out @ machine and
report the exact cost of repair.
You can then decide whether to
go ahead with the repair or pay
the £15 and have the machine
returned.

Credit card number

1t

Should you decide to go
ahead with the repairs, the £15
is absorbed into the minimum

NOTE: A few STEs may
require SIPP memory as
opposed o the more usual
SIMMs. If this your case with
your model, you may require a
convertor. This costs £5 per set

Telephone [home) ..

(worlg

| of two, and we will inform you

ser, 33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, Lancash
ephone enquiries dial 077.

e PRI 2QP.

should you require this addition.




FREE GIFTS
FROM SILICA!
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These are just a sample from our
catalogue of high quality vector fonts.

The fonts are available for Calamus,
Didot, PageStream, and PostScript for
STs, and PostScript and TrueType for
Windows.

Phone for a full catalogue.

Special versions of the Calamus fonts
are supptied for conversion to bit-
image formats such as GDOS and
That’s Write. The limitations of these
formats may lead to non-optimal
spacing, particularly with italic faces.
Gate Seven also supply a full range of
hardware and software for serious
users.

Language
= Sygster%

Gate Seven specialise in software for
the production of documents in
mulitiple languages and scripts,
concentrating on Atari and PCs.

Our standard Roman fonts contain the
full set of characters included in the
ISO standard Latin 1 set, and can be
used for a wide variety of Western
European languages. Fonts covering
all additional European languages and
Vietnamese are available at extra
cost.

We are particularly proud to be
supplying Atari DTP systems for use in
Ethiopia. These very definitely
provides power without the price in a
part of the world where they are much
needed.

Bengali, all Cyrillic-based languages,
Devanagari, Greek, Gujarati, Punjabi
(Gurumukhi), and Tamil are available
for Calamus, too.

We have PC-based software for Arabic,
Chinese, Farsi, Hebrew Japanese and
Urdu.

W]

AGES book oblique demi oblique £19-95 AGES med
oblique bold oblique £19-95 AGES light oblique
ultra oblique 519-95 AG book oblique bold
oblique £19-95 BEN book bold £9-95 BERLIN £7-50
BOOK std italic demi italic £19-95 CALAMUS
bold £9-95 CHANCERY italic Upright £9-95 CORN
Regular italic bold italic £19-95 DOMINUS std bold £9-95
ENGLISH 1regular oblique bold oblique £19-95
ENGLISH 2 light oblique ultra oblique £19-95 EURONARROW
regular obligue bold oblique £19-95 EURONARROW 2 regular obligue wltra
oblique £1995 EVENWRITER regular italic
bold italic £19-95 EVE regular italic bold

italic £19-95 EVE Open £7-50 FORMAL MEDIUM ITALIC
BOLD ITALIC ULTRA ITALIC £29-95 FRANKLIN
medium oblique demi oblique heavy oblique £29-95
FRENCH regular oblique bold oblique £19-95
GERALD regular bold £9-95 INTERACTIVE regular jtalic light
italic bold italic £29-35 ITALIAN regular italic £9-95
KATIE regular bold £9-95 LETTER regular oblique
bold obTique £19-95 LIZ bold italic £9-95 LUBAN
bold condensed £8-95 MEKON regular oblique £9-95
MELCHET regular bold £9-95 MICHAEL regular italic
Bold italic NEW SCHOOLBOOK regular italic bold
italic £19-95 NEW SWISS regular italic light italic
ultra italic £29-95 OLD SCHOOLBOOK regular italic
bold £14-95 OLD LONDON regular italic bold
italic £19-95 OXFORD regular oblique bold obl £19-95
POPULAR regular italic bold italic £19-95 POSTER
bold condensed £9-95 ROYAL regular italic demi

italic £19-95 SKY demi light bold £14-97 SULIKOW light
medium bold £14-95 SWISS CONDENSED 1 regular oblique bold
oblique £19-95 SWISS CONDENSED 2 light obligue black oblique
SWISS inserrat obligue £39-95 SWISS NARROW regular oblique
bold oblique £19-95 SWISS 1 regular oblique bold oblique
SWISS 2 light oblique black oblique £19-95 TIMES
regular italic bold italic £19-95 WARSAW regular
italic demi italic heavy italic £29-95

Albert £1-50 Ancicnt £7-50 (ueote7 50 Churel) £9-50
Clauch £7-50 FANRY éress 17-30 Hotdog €7-50
Monk £7-50 Zamoin £7-50 Varsity £750 Sophic £7.50
ARCADIA £7-50 Manuscript £7-50 Roadside £7-50

Gate Seven Computers Ltd

6A Gwendwr Road, London W14 9BG. Tel/Fax 071-602 5186
Prices exclude VAT and include carriage




WERIRP 9

The software accelerator

Boot up with Warp 9, and you'll never want to be without it
again. Warp 9 increases the speed of screen output
dramatically — windows snap open, graphics appear
instantly, and text flies onto the screen.

How is this possible? Most GEM programs display grapmcs
and text by calling standard routines built into TOS.
intercepts and handles these calls with optimized assemb\y
language code that is much faster than the built in routines.
Graphics and text still look the same, but appear with
as(amshmg speed!

r 9 also includes a unique configurable mouse
acce lerator, desktop pictures, custom screen fonts and fills
(72 screen fonts are supplied), and functicn key control of
alert boxes with the F1, F2 and F3 keys. The Warp 9
Customizer lets you create your own fonts and fill patterns.
And best of all, %avp 9 is compatible with all the programs
you run.

Price: £24.95. Upgrade from Quick ST3: £1295 — Upgrade from Turbo ST: &

Upgrade fom NVDI €145, Retum maserdis for uparades fom Quick o Sona

manual ftont page for upgrades from Turbo ST or NV

We publish a range of high quality

Tt gnsa]  The ST Club
ining over 2000 disks of PD an roadway

Shareware software. Write or phone| Notiingham

for a copy of our lalest 64-page NG1 1PS
catalogue and for details of our Phone (0602) 410241
morihy magazine ST Applcations FAX (0602) 241515

UPGRADES
and

REPATRS

Any 520 STFM upgraded
to 1Mb only ............£39.95

Upgradable %Mb board for ST, STF, STM, STEM +.-851.00

XTRA RAM DELUXE
Populated %Mb £54.99
Populated 2Mb. £89.99
Populated 4Mb. 137.99

TE 2Mb Kit 8.95
STE 4Mb Kit — IR

AT AFFO) E WRITTEN QUOTATIONS.
DISCOUNTS ON REPAIRS TF ACCOMPANIED WAIH AN UPCRADE.

THE UPGRADE SHOP
37 CROSSALL STREET, MACCLESFIELD CHESHIRE SK11 6QF. TEL 0625 503448
o 9am to Gym Mon to Sat. Please ring before you bring.
SUPPORT LINE 6.30pm to 8.00pm Mon to Fri
SAME DAY SERVICE ON SATURDAYS
ALL PRICES SHOWN ARE WHAT YOU PAY.
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO THE UPGRADE
ALL PARTS ARE THOROUGHLY TESTED BEFORE DISPATCH

THE ELITE OF GENEALOGICAL SOFTWARE.

After 3 years of development, are proud to present
”. The program is designed around a fully

functioning integrated workbench which is ideal for both the

serious user and beginner alike. The user creates his or her family

mgzmuzzymm;cmbynnmgdmmmnm

individuals. The growing tree structure can be zoomed, scroll

altered, scanned, printed, manipulated etc.

The powerful database can be viewed instantly at the click of a

mouse button, Marriage partner(, children and parents are all

easily and instantly accessible. A buit in powerful search function

enables fast cross referencing and multiple scanning. On line help

and information are available at all times, you don’t have to worry

about losing your plac, the program remembers it for you. The

printing section supports both graphics and text output.

To order your copy of Family Roots, send a cheque or postal

for £24.95 to the address below. UK frec, please add £150

£3.00 for the rest of the World. Credit card orders

World and Professional Virus Killer is available for only £1.00.

2,500+ DISKS OF PUBLIC DOMAIN, SHAREWARE AND LICENSEWARE
After many years supporting the Atari ST, Floppyshop are now the largest stockist of high quality, low cost software in Britain. Our full catalogue is
dlskbuedmdnmplemuw It has a powerful search facility and can output to printer if required. Floppyshop are also distributors of the Budgie UK
Budgie produce games, demos and utilty software.
ke outsclves ar alowed o el theo s Fo . ffe copy of (oo cataogue s, scnd us  bank ik with & ncts
ofyanrmmmd:ddnu.AlummvdyymunundaChequAmPOfo{!ﬂpmdwe'llmpﬁythed\sh
Postage

and Shoestring Licenseware ranges.
children. Only approved distributors

only) payable to Floppyshop. Major Credit Cards welcome. UK
value (minimum charge £2.00).

%ysllop, Dept STU, PO Box 273, Aberdeen, AB9 8SJ

Around The World

Floppyshop are pleased to announce the release of their first wmmﬂﬂm.!
game, Around The World is an arcade adventure in which as
mkofl’hmeunhgnbgmuelhuwlymmhAOMnglwd:onhur
enjoyment and addiction. During your adventure you will face many
dangers and surprises inclnding toxic waste in the Oceans and rock falis
in the Locate concealed switches to unlock additional caverns
mumhnnyswhmwmmhmmﬂummmdmmxm
uest. Can you rise to the challenge and survive this epic journey by
eumplmgnllwlwelﬂmymnfummsllnpﬂxymgnu‘dwm

puzzles, fungus, rock falls, explosions, an original soundtrack,
50 entry high score table, 40 levels of increasing difficulty, over 40
colours on screen and much more!

Around The World was programmed over more than a year by The

or £2.00 for the rest of the
of Family
Roots, Around The World and Professional Virus Killer is available for

only £1.00.

FREE, Over

ise in educational software for young

Please make Cheque or PO (UK currency
Postage to: Earope £1.00 per order, Rest of World 10% of order

General Office/Technical Queries Tel: (0224) 586208
Credit Card Orders Only Tel:(0224) 312756
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Taking your first steps in Midi
need not be an expensive move. Phil Morse
looks at a package which promises features as

well as value

e computer musician is spoilt
for choice when it comes to soft-
ware, and nowhere is he or she

‘more spoilt than in the ST market.

‘With its built-in Midi interface and
some (belated) marketing in the right
direction from Atari, there are a glut of
music packages for the ST, ranging from
some pretty basic PD stuf to the big
boys like Cubase and Notator, which can
be found - zlong with the ST - in profes-
sional recording studios worlds

However, the musician on  smaller
budget is left with slightly less of a
choice. Lower prices have always meant
compromises, and there’s nothing worse
than having equipment which is capable
of 5o much, but being let down by basic,
unreliable o inappropriate software.

‘Which is where Concerto comes in.
Priced ata highly reasonable £39.95,
Concerto aims to provide a full package
for any Midi musician, losing nothing
except the high price tag, It certainly
seems to bost a lot when it comes to the
features available, but more of that later.

A painless way to program drum patterns
Bk File it bigplas MM Tape Black cron,
I oy

for money

‘The package comes in a game-size
box, complete with two disks, an advert
for other Microdeal products and a 96-
page manual, which is plastic ring-
bound and clearly written and
presented. A 1M ST is recommended,
and the program will run in medium or
high resolution.

The program boasts five separate edi-
tors, which translates into five different
‘ways of manipulating Midi information
- quite alot by any account.

“The score editor uses traditional musi-
cal notation, which is not, I feel, particu-
larly useful to the average modem
musician, for whom musical notation
tends to be something left to the classi-
cal and jazz crews.

Nevertheless, this is a pretty well-
endowed editor, which allows you to
define time signatures, place notes from
demisemiquavers to semi-breves straight
onto the stave, alter the phrasing of the
piece by using slurs and the like, and
incorporate Midi-specific information
such as program changes, which usually
tell your keyboard or
sound module to alter
the instrument cur-
rently playing.

‘The step-time edi-
tor is useful for when

ewisy o
WA
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Product: Concerto
Supplier: Microdeal, PO Box 68,
St Austell PL25 4YB
Telephone: 0726 68020

L Price: £39.95
Configuration: All STs and TT

Concerto’s Midi implementation controls

you wish to enter music a note or chord

at a time, and can help when entering

difficult passages or, a the manual sug-

gests, if you do not actually own a key-
oard.

Most Midi users will, of course, have
a keyboard, but if you buy a dedicated
sound module - such as the new Roland
Sound Canvas - there is just the chance
that you will be wanting to control it
solely from software. Not recom-
mended, but it takes
all sorts...

‘The basic idea is
that you scroll to the
position on the stave
where you wish to

enter the note or chords, define such
things as velocity and note length, and
then play the note(s) on your keyboard.

‘There s an on-screen “keyboard”
which you can click on with your
mouse, should you be one of the strange
folk who feel a keyboard is not neces-
sary, and you can, of course, delete
notes(s) should you make a mistake.

“The drum and grid editors are very
similar - the difference lies in what they
do, not how they do . These are the
editors most useful for those who don't
read music.

Most Midi instruments which con-
tain drum sounds now follow the
Roland standard of defaulting to Midi
channel 10 for drums. This means that,
however complex or simple your drum
patterns are, they wil all be played by
channel 10.

Midi can cope with this, but
sequencers frequently fail to provide any
special facilities for editing the mass of
information cluttered onto this one chan-
nel. Even the excellent Sequencer One
from Gadgits fails in this department.

However, Concerto’s crum machine
window is a definite step in the right
direction. Down the side of the screen
are the various percussion instruments
(which you enter in the synth window -
‘more on that later)
and from left to right
the screen s a grid
showirg you the vari.
ous positions in the
songs (again it i scrol-
lable) and which
drums are pro-
grammed to play in
these positions,

“There is a very use-
ful zoom function,
which allows you to
alter the size of the
grid.

Say you havea
very complex hi-hat and bongos section
in your song. You'll want to see these
small, frequent notes with the highest
magnification possible, to make it easier
toalter them. The downside s that
you'll only be able to fit 2 very small
part of the song onto the screen at any
one time, 5o will have to scroll a lot.
Should you have a simple drum pat-
tern, you can reduce the magnification,
50 allowing you to display more of the

The main screen, showing pattern and track information

i DL Tope Bk svmscin. e iy e
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inclusion of such a fea-

e e e Y ture - but should there
s be some earth-shatter-
ﬂ o ingly important reason
; M which has alluded me,
%‘; .gg',';';.w Ill describe it anyway.
Rise [ You can’t add infor-
famt ‘mation from this mode,
st but you can use the
i mouse to edit existing
information or delete it.
Foboa] i You can instruct the
sequencer to st just cer-
Live mixing is possible In Concerto tain types of informa-

song at the same time, sacrificing a
Tevel of clarity which is not necessary
anyway. As mentioned earler, the grid
editor window s practically the same as
the drum editor, except it concerns itself
with the other instruments.

‘The drum listis replaced by a vertical
“keyboard” down the left-hand side of the
screen, which shows which notes are being
played. Where they are played is, again,
shown by their horizontal positioning.

‘There is a position counter, five-
octave range, crosshair positioning of
notes (as with the drum editor) and vari-
ous other edit modes.

‘There is another editor too, called the
event editor. This displays all the Midi
information in words. Quite why this is
included, bar completeness, is not men-
tioned - I can see little reason for the

Sample city

Only applicable to STE (or TT) own-
ers, the separate sample program
allows you to incorporate digitised
samples from elsewhere within your
Midi creations, playing them just as
if they were another instrument,

‘The program, Sample Studio,
allows you toload samples, sort out
and edit a sanple list and save out
the results for use within Concerto.

Here is no place to go into the dos
and don'ts of sampling, but a vari-
able sample frequency would have
been useful -as it stands, you are
tied to a respectable 25kHz.

“This is fine if you are doing your
own samples, but indicates what may
already be obvious - that this is a
very basic piece of software, and one
which is intended for use alongside a
dedicated sampling package.

tion too - should you
wish to see just the tempo changes or
the pitch bends, for instance, it can be
achieved easily.

Cast your mind 0 the word
“sequencer”. Although this is used to
describe the piece of software which
controls your Midi equipment via your
computer, quite liteally it means
putting things into sequence! The
Arrange Window in Concerto is where
you do just that.

You can order various recorded musical
patterns, which you will have assigned
numbers to and named in the Main
Window, as well as adding effects such as
delay and transposition (pitch changing).

Other features include a mixer win-
dow, quantise (“the only reason [
bought a sequencer,” as one musician
friend told mel), full handling of a vari-
ety of Midi/Concero file types, and a
Midi Strip function, which is useful for
temoving, say, over-zealous pitch bends
in a plece.

“This is, without a doubt, a compre-
hensively-featured package. As the soft-
ware house claim, it does indeed provide
a variety of features usually found only
on far more expensive programs.

Atless than £40, this is very likely to
be an entry-level package for many folk,
especially those with just one synth or
‘module. Hence facilities like the ability
to handle up to eight synthesisers seem

Editing and processing features

Programmable

tempo change
In order to add expression to a piece,
‘you can speed up or slow down a
phrase or part of a phrase using this
feature.

Progrummuble
volume change

Again, the volume of phrases can be
changed in order to add a realistic feel
to Midi information - essential
should you wish to get away from the
often mechanical feel of sequenced
music.

Search and replace
‘Allows you to select a pitch of note
and change just the notes which corre-
spond to your chosen pitch. This may
sound a little unnecessary, but it is par-
ticularly useful for Midi drum tracks, as
you can alter “notes” which, as each
drum is effectively a different note.
Will allow you to, say, swap a snare
sound or change a cow bell to a bongo
throughout a piece.

to be a little out of place. Its this kind of
blurred idea of exactly who will be using
Concerto which is my cnly qualm about
it.

At this price, a package going all-out
for extreme ease of use while ditching
some of the more complex features might
have been more appropriate. After all
most home studios are used for playing
about, o for putting out a passable demo.
of a track, which will then be produced
in a studio using professional software
costing much more,
such a5 Cubase.

With Concerto’s
degree of sophistica-
tion, I believe the
beginner will struggle
to get anywhere for a
while, and will not
use some of the fea-
tures frequently, or
ever.

But these are small
piffles, and all based

Fill
Allows the filling of a section of a pat-
tern with a specified note - again, use-
ful when programming drum patterns.

Force

“Forces” information regarding a note to

have uniform volume, or be at a uniform
pitch, or you wish all the notes in an
imperfectly-played phrase to be the same
length, you can utilise this facility to add
mechanical feel to 2 piece.

Although one may question why you
would wish to do this, house and
techno music relies heavily upon just
such mechanised sounds and phrases
forits distinctive, danceable uniformity.

Transpose
If you wish to make a played piece
‘higher or lower, this function will
allow you to do this. A neat trick
involves playing a piece in the key of
C (ie no need to press those difficult
black notes on your keyboard!) and
put it into a more suitable key (ie E if
‘you wish to jam along on a guitar, or
the correct key for a brass instrument)
after playing it.

on the assumption that it is only begin-
ners who are desperately poor! With so
many features, most of them well-imple-
mented and many extremely useful, and
some innovation thrown in too, it
would be churlish to complain too
much. For a mere £40, Concerto must be
the best value Atari sequencer ever.

Bottor bime

FEATURES: Plenty of features,
well implemented and extreamtly
usefil

EASE OF USE: The b

willstruggle to get anywhere for

awhile. Decent manual
supplied
Fise o uze

Good

The synth window

This is an extremely useful feature.
The Synth Window allows you to
tell the computer about eight
different synths, effectively
that a £40 program can control
eight synthesisers or equivalent
at once!

meani;

y copying the information in
your tone bank table, which comes

Atari ST User November 1992

with every synthesiser, into the
machine, the sequencer can remem-
ber which instruments are assigned
to which instrument numbers.
Thus, instead of “81”, whenever
that instrument is referred to within
the program, you will sce the word
“square wave”, or whatever instru
ment 81 happens to be.
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Pricing:

1-6 disks

£1.60 Each

7-13 disks £1.30 Each
14 or more 90p Each
All orders plus 50p P&P
Payment
Access/ Orders

(Stamps up to £10 max, individual value £1).
International orders very welcome.
Sterling Money Order or Credit Card. Order value + 10%
Air Mail 50p per disk 1-10, then +20p each additional disk.
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i fidelity ST

I'm fed up with the meagre sound
quality from my TV when playing
games with great soundtracks. I wish to
connect my ST to my hi-fi but I don't
know what cables I need.

Isit just a case of a straight cable
connection or is there some form of
electronics needed between them?

B Sykes, Southampton

Corinecting you STE to your hi-fi
couldn't be simpler. All you require
are two phono-to-phono leads.

Connect these to the stereo outputs
on the back of the STE and the inputs
on your hi-fi and you'll have superior
sound.

You'll recover

‘There is much to enjoy in ST User, even
though Tam one of those subscribers
who is not interested in the games con-
tent.

Consequently, I have acquired a
‘number of extra disks by copying the
CoverDisk programs | want and then
reusing the disk.

Arising from this, I now have two
problems.

1. With the November 1990 issue,
there was a drive protection program.
‘The problem is, how do I remove the
protector from the disks?

‘There are no instructions with the
program text on how to do this and no
apparent way from within the program
either.

2. Copying Harlekin from May 1992,
Linadvertently deleted X_ACCS.TOS.

Using the disk editors that I have, T
thought I had recovered it but my
Michtron Utilities will not allow the
file to be renamed correctly (reports
“Name clash") and a PD editor runs the
‘program for a few seconds, then throws
up the message “This machine is not
an STE, scrambles the screen, prints
two bombs on the screen and locks up
the ST.

I have an STFM with TOS 1.0, two
1Mb external disk drives, a CM8533
monitor and a Star NL-10 printer.

1 hope one day to be able to acquire
‘more up to date equipment but not for
the foreseeable future, 5o I need to be
able to use programs that will work on
‘my setup.

S0 how if possible, do I recover acci-
dentally deleted programs such as
X_ACCS.TOS, especially when they are
sill archived?

JF Cubberley, Kent

1. If you are going to re-use your extra
CoverDisks, I suggest that you com-
pletely re-format them.

That way, you can be ensured of a

ezt o podés o ygests o e 0 ot o sggein

clean disk and any programs that you
save to it will not be fragmented and
will load slightly faster.

The other alternative is to use
virus detector that will recognise that
the boot sector is executable and allow
‘you to kill the program.

2. First some advice. When copying
il from our CoverDisk, ensure that
the CoverDisk is write protected so
accidental deletions are impossible.

There are many PD programs that
will un-delete accidentally erased files
but I strongly recommend that you
invest in HiSoft's KnifeST disk utility.

This excellent piece of software has
all the facilities needed to enable you
to recover files. I can only assume
that your attempts to recover
X_ACCS.TOS were only partially suc-
cessful and that not all the data was
recovered.

May I suggest the following course
of action when recovering accidentally
deleted files. As soon as you realise
that you have deleted a file inadver-
tently, do not attempt to store any
‘more data on the disk.

When a fle is deleted, the space it
occupied will be overwritten by further
data stored on the disk, thereby mak-
ing recovery impossible.

Always make a backup of the disk

and use the backup when trying to
recover the file. If anything goes wrong
during the recovery process, you

still have the master disk to fall

back on.

When you find yourself in a posi-
tion to upgrade your equipment, I sug-
gest that you give priority to upgrading
your ROMs? The latest TOS version is
2.06.

Video itles

I have an STRM and I wish to use it to
create titles for my collection of home
videos.

I know there are video genlocks
around that will enable me to do this
butall I require s to be able to record
my ST's output to the video. My video
recorder does not have any Scart
inputs, which I am told would make
things easier, 5o I presume I would
have to make up some form of cable.

Tam quite capable of making such a
cable and would appreciate any infor-
mation on the necessary video connec-
tions from the monitor sockets output
to the videos inputs.

L Staton, Shrewsbury

The monitor output of the ST gives a

es behaving strangely? Having problem
loading ZX81 games on your Spectrum emulator? Maybe ST User can help.

Jot down your gripe,
possible, and send it to

Darren Evans, Advi )
Atari ST User, Europa House,
Adlington Par
Macclesfield SK10

along with as much information about your set- up as

e Servi

composite video output through pin 2,
with the ground signal on pin 13.
Although your video does not have
Scart sockets, every video has a video-
ininput.

Your video-in input will be one of
two types - BNC or phono. If you look
at the TV output socket on the back of
your STEM, this is an example of
"Phono-type connection.

BNC-type sockets have two metal
“lugs” protruding from the metal cas-
ing. You will need to connect pin 2
from the monitor socket to the inner
connection of the BNC or phono plug
and then connect pin 13 to the outer
connection (shield).

Once done, switch your video to
Aux or Line and you should be able to
record the ST’s output directly to your
video.

You will also find lots of good qual-
ity PD software dedicated to providing
different graphic and text effects espe-
cially for video titling.

At a recent computer auction, I man-
aged to obtain two disk drives for the
Apple Mac.

Is there any way I can modify the
drives 5o that they will operate on my
STFM or s it wishful thinking on my
part?

E Smith, Salford

A recently piece of hardware called
‘The Link from ICD Incorporated will
allow you to use the drives on your ST,

The Link is an external SCSI host
adaptor which has a 50-gin
Centronics-type SCSI plug which con-
nects to the SCSI out on the back of
the drive and is then connected to the
ST's DMA port with a simple DMA
cable.

The Link also allows drives
designed for Amiga, IBM PC and
NeXT machines to be used. It comes
with the excellent ICD software utili-
ties and is available from Gasteiner
on 081-365 1151 for approximately

aming

My friends and I are all ST owners and
we all practically live next door to each
other,

Recently, we were at our local com-
puter club and there was a kind of sem-
inar on multi-computer games. The
‘game being shown was Falcon which
was being played on two ST linked by
anull modem cable.

‘We would like to know in where we
can buy a null modem cable from so

>
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that we can all get together and hook
our computers up to play this type of
game.

J Simpson, Shropshire

‘The most basic of games can be totally
transformed into a brilliantly addic-
tive one with the inclusion of a multi-
computer facility.

A classic example is Midi Maze, a
game which would bore the socks of
‘you if you were to play against the
computer.

However, when you find
yourself playing against 16
other human players, everything
changes.

There are two methods for hooking
up computers to each other. One
method is to use a null modem cable,
as used by Falcon which you referred
to.

The other method uses Midi leads
and seems to me the more preferable.
‘The null modem cable method doesn’t
allow more than two machines to be
hooked up whereas the Midi method
allows far more.

Both types of lead can be obtained
from Silica Systems on 081-309 1111.

D models required

Tam very interested in 3D modelling
programs and animation utiities.
Please could you recommend any pack-
ages that will enable me to produce 3D
‘models and then animate them.

I have a limited budget so some-
thing under £100 is all that I can
afford.

J Kane, West Sussex

The best package for 3D is CAD3D v2

Better keyboard

I recently saw a Mega STE at a computer show and I noticed the keyboard is dif-

ferent from my Mega ST's keyboard.

Upon close inspection, I noticed that the lead to the Mega STE is the same as

the lead on my keyboard.

Is it possible to use a Mega STE keyboard on my computer or are they electri-

cally incompatible?

P Hill, Strathclyde

Yes, you can use the Mega STE's keyboard on your computer without any

‘modifications at all, just plug in and go.

1 can understand your reasons for wanting to change. The Mega STE's key-
board has a better action on the keys and the mouse and joystick ports are

easily accessible too.

b [l i it i
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from Antic software. This program
allows you to design and create 3D

‘models and then animate them frame
by frame and save them as a sequence

file.

Not only is CAD3D a great 3D
‘modelling and animation program
but it's also one of a number of graph-
ics related software packages in the
Cyber series.

Other Cyber packages that you
should consider are Cyber Control, a

Crazy correspondence corner

@ We sometimes get the strangest of letters in the Advice Service postbag. Just

take a look at this example:

Virulent viruses
I have not had a computer for very long (about four months) and I think my

‘computer system has a virus.

I have heard that an infected machine can damage your software and [ am

very concerned about this.

I realise there are many known types of viruses so I will list the symptoms in
the hope that you can recommend some course of action.

“The symptoms are: My once greyish ST is now a blotchy rash-red colour, my.
printer keeps complaining of pains in it's ribbons, the internal disk drive keeps
having coughing fits every time it activates and my mouse has a cold nose.

Is there any hope for my ST or is it doomed?

P Little, Edinburgh

My my, this sounds serious. I suggest a course of psychiatric treatment, and I

am not referring to the computer.
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package which allows you to con-
struct complex sequences and Cyber
Paint which is a excellent paint pack-
‘age and will allow you to touch up
and add detail to your 3D anima-
tions. Contact Silica Systems (081-
309 1111) for availability and price.

TE!

But it’s not a

Afriend of mine recently gave me a
disk full of utilities from a PD library.

However, every time I boot up the
disk, 1 keep getting the annoying mes-
sage “This is not an STE”.

Tam well aware of this fact and I
find it strange that someone wrote a
to tell e this. Please tell me
how to get rid of it as it is driving me
up the wall.

A Evans, Gloucester

If you check your disks contents, you
will see a folder called AUTO. It
seems there is a program written for
the STE which is in there.

‘The program is probably one of the
many patches which fix the problem
of the STE being unable to boot up in
medium resolution.

Look for any program marked STE
or failing that, just de-activate one
program at a time until the message
disappears.

More 3D questiol

Having seen the absolutely brilliant
3D game Cybercon from US Gold, I
was determined to learn more about
3D programming.

Tam fairly competent at assembly
programming but I can’t seem to find
any decent publications that deal with
the maths and programming tech-
niques involved in producing such
graphics.

‘The only book I found was from
Data Becker and that was absolute
trash. It was extremely badly written
and the programming techniques used

in the book used the built-in routines
of the operating system for producing
polygons.

Considering the fact that the ulti-
mate aim of a 3D games programmer is
to make the graphics as fest as possible,
I found Data Becker's approach totally
unrealistic for producing any decent
3D game.

Please could you recommend a good
source of information?

C Grant, London

There is only one decent book for any-
one wishing to learn the techniques of
3D programming on the ST and that
is Andrew Tyler's Realtime 3D
Graphics Programming For The Atari
ST from Sigma Press (ISEN 1-85058-
217-3).

All examples are written in assem-
Dler with an optional disk containing
all the source code from the book.

Also, Andrew is of the same opinion
as you seem to be, that te ST's built-
in graphics routines are just not capa-
ble of producing the speed required for
a half-decent attempt at a game.

Andrew therefore explains the tech-
niques of directly manipulating the
screen and also the techmiques of fast
filing a polygon.

Falcon games

T have been reading your reports on the
new Falcon030 and it certainly looks
very exciting.

When the machine s finally
released, just how compatible will it be
with the current software available for
the ST?

1 have a large collection of games for
my and it would be a shame if they
were all to become obsolete if I bought
a Falcon.

J Houghton, Canterbury

‘The Falcon isn’t just an upgrade to
the ST giving the same features with
extra capabilities, it’s a completely
new piece of technology.

The extremely powerful hardware
inside the machine will provide capa-
bilities far in excess of what the ST
can offer.

There will be some compatibility
with programs currently on the ST~
especially with text-based programs -
but to achieve a higher degree of com-
patibility would mean sacrificing
some of the Falcon's powerful features
and would also increase the price sub-
stantially. This change in technology is
analogous to the jump from the old
Atari 8-bit computers to the ST. The
power you got from the 16-bit technol-
ogy over the 8-bit technology was well
worth the lack of compatibility
between the two.




ATARI REPAIR
AND UPGRADE

Repairs from £23.00 inclusive.

Free registered carrier pickup and return despatch

for ultimate peace of mind, for any repair

anywhere on the UK mainland!

Free diagnostic inspection.

Al repairs carried out are covered by free 90 day

warranty.

Fast efficient service, average diagnostic and repair

time 24 hours!

Experienced, qualified engineers.

Any upgrade fitting, fixed price £15.00 inclusive.

Terms and conditions available upon request.
UNBELIEVABLE UPGRADE PRICES

520STFM/STF to 1Mb ..

520/1040STFM/STF to 2.5Mb

520/1040/STFM/STF TO 4Mb .

520STE to 1Mb .

520/1040/STE to

520/1040STE to 4Mb.

7

£
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Business Enterprise Centre, Eldon Street,
South Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE33 5JE.

Telephone: 091 455 4300

Educational
Software

The Connoisseur's Choice *

If you are looking for software to help with the National Curriculum,
then ook no further. Our new free catalogue is packed with
programs suitable for all ages from six to adult on a wide range of
educational and leisure subjects. 5

Subjects now available include...

Maths Geography Sport
French History First Aid

German English Words General Knowledge
Spanish Spelling England

Italian Arithmetic Scotland

Science Football Natural History

XK Available for most home & business computers
3K Bostellng programs with supsrt roviews
K Ask yourdealer or use our 24 hour mal order sanvico

XK Many programs allow you to acd your own lessons

XK Enjoylearming from yourcomputer

Write or telephone for our new FREE 16-page colour brochure of
Educational and Leisure software (Please state computer type)

where quality
counts...and adds

«and spells and
reads and draws,

“Children love learning when it's fun and
entertaining, that's why Kids' Academy
had educationalists design the best
educational software and cartoonists
animate the antics of the characters. You
can be confident your child is learning
with the best.”

Trude Salisbury -

Designer and Publisher.

See inside Kids' Academy
for details of the £25,000
worth of educational
software which must be won

6-8 years

Alvin’s Puzzles

and reading and fo decipher picture clues to
moke picture cartoons.

Paint Pot 2 4-10 years
Pointing has never been such fun. Friendly
‘ond humorous fo use. Children can drav,
choose and make their own colours o paint the
pictures.

Shopping Basket  6-8 years
Two games. Practical moths and logic sklls
Learn fo count, add and subiroct in a
supermarket by giving the right change at the
check-out. Sort and cafegorise the shopping.
Change port of o game fo add more fun and
learning.
Which? Where? What?

4-6 years
Three enchanfing and wacky games. Children

s well os leam to read.
Kids’ Academy comes o you from the
makers of PLAY AND READ.

Visityour local computer soffware refailer, o fi
in and post the coupon to Kids' Academy.

Please send me cetils about he Kids Academy callection o educational oftwore
for 410 year olds

Addh

Kosmos Software Ltd, FREEPOST (no stamp needed)
DUNSTABLE, Beds. LUS 6BR
Telephone 0525 873942 or 875406

Postcod Tel

Postto: Kids’ Academy, Prisma Software, P.O. Box 211, Chester. CH1 3NJ
Telephone: 0244 326244 Facsimile: 0244 321237
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Desktop publishing

here’s no doubt that colour can
I make all the difference to a doc-
ument, whether it's a simple
newsletter or a full-blown advert.
Getting it there is another matter.

Many ST users think that just because
they can colour items on the screen
using DTP packages such as PageStream
or paint colour pictures using art pro-
grams such as Quantum Paint, full
colour publishing s only 2 hop and a
skip away.

Unfortunately nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Colour s a very
complex subject - but with an under-
standing of the way colour works and
some knovledge of the tools needed to
gt the job done, you can get good
colour output from your ST.

1f you happen to have a colour
printer such as a Deskjet S00C or a
colour dot matrix printer, you will be
able to get reasonable colour proofing
output using the correct driver. If you
want to print large numbers of the docu-
‘ment, however, different techniques are
called for.

Single colour

However, cost might prove the final
factor. Adcing but a single colour to a
commercially printed publication jacks
the price up considerably. A typical
quote for £70 for printing 500 copies of
a black-on-white newsletter might go up
to £120 with a single spot colour and
£170 for just two colous.

Understanding the colour process is
the first step. Each different coloured
ink used in printing adds to the cost.

Black and white documents can be
printed with black ink, making them
very econcmic for the home user and
part-time desktop publisher.

Colour photographs and illustrations,
on the other hand, can involve upwards
of 16 million different shades. To repro-
duce them using an ink for every shade
would be impossible.

In fact, they can be reproduced using
just four ink colours - cyan, magenta,
yellow anc black (see “The Nature of
Colour” opposite). This is known as
four-colour process printing and it
requires that the image is separated into

four component parts, in order to make
one printing pate for each ink colour.
‘There is another element to process
colour - screening. Colour cannot sim-
ply be washed on like water colour
painting. Each colour is printed in lines
of different sized dots and each colour is
normally printed at a different angle,
fooling the human eye into believing

Andrew Wright
looks at ways
of getting to grips
with colour
publishing
on the ST

that there are thousands of different
shades of colour.

‘The size of the dots, the shape - ellip-
tical, circular o square - and the angle
of the lines all play a part in ensuring
optimum results.

‘These colour halftones, similar in
appearance to those used to represent
continuous tone black and white
images, can be seen by looking at colour
pictures, such as those in ST User, very
closely with a magnifying glass.

Simple

Spot colour, on the other hand, is rel-
atively simple to specify and use. Ink of
a chosen, pre-mixed colour is used to
print certain arzas of a page. For exam-
ple, a logo, masthead ot just a frame can
be given a spot colour to make it stand
out from the rest of the document.

Spot colours can be specified — for the
‘benefit of the printer who will be print-
ing the document - using a number of
methods, the most common of which is
the Pantone matching system.

Each of several hundred precise
shades is referred to by an identification
number or occasionally a name such as
‘Warm Red or Rhodamine Red. Charts
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are available so that exactly the right
colour can be chosen beforehand with a
fair degre of certainty that the printed
result will match up.

An alternative method of specifying
spot colour is to provide percentages on
the CMYK scale (see the accompanying
panel). Pantone Warm Red, for example,
s 100 per cent magenta and 100 per
cent yellow.

Up to four different spot colours are
usually economic but any more than
that and process colour tends to be
cheaper. Remember though — every spot
colour adds extra cost to the bill.

An increasing number of DTP pro-
grams now support colour output,
including PageStream, Calamus and
Didot Professional.

Image processing programs such as
Retouche Professional allow full colour

images to be edited and manipulated to
gt the desired effects, although the
hardware requirements - a second
colour monitor and graphics card - push
it beyond the reach of most of us. The

simplest way to use spot colour in docu-
ments s to take your firished artwork to
your local printer and point out which
areas on the page need which colour.

A more professional zpproach is to
overlay the artwork with tracing paper,
trace the bits needing colour and mark
them up clearly and legibly. The printer
will be able to make separate plates for
each ink colour based on this
information.

Separations

Using PageStream or Didot, you can
define and mark the various spot
colours as you design the page, produc-
ing what are known as mechanical sepa-
rations (similar to the process
separations discussed above but only
one will be produced for each spot
colour).

This does part of the printer’s job for
him but it’s unlikely to save very much
on the cost of the job.

With process colour, the software can
‘make the separations, if it is capable, or




the time-honoured method can be used.
In the days before DTP and colour pre-
press, all colour photographs and multi-
colour illustrations would have been
taken to a repro house for scanning on a
high quality, very expensive drum
scanner.

‘The result would have been four fully
separated films which would then have

been added to the line art and text to
make a full page.

Desktop separaticn methods have
come a long way but they still can't
match the traditional methods for qual-
ity. Probably well over half of all colour
images are sill processed this way,
despite many large publishing houses
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touche Professional - it'll cost the best part of a grand
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but it's the most powerful bit of ST software yet

Desktop publishing
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Defining spot colours in PageStream

The nature of colour

‘There are two types of colour relevant to the desktop publisher - process colour
and spot colour. To understand process colour requires a look at how colour is
defined.

So-called “white” ligat is a combination of all the colours of the spectrum and
it can be broken down into just three primary colours - red, green and blue. They
are known as additive primary colours because they are added together to make
white, but other combinations are possible.

Red and blue make magenta (a shade of purple), green and blue make cyan (a
pale blue) and red and green make yellow. These colours - magenta, cyan and
yellow — are known as the subtractive primary colous.

Colour models are conceptual models that let
mere mortals visualise complex colour rela-
tionships and values. They enable you to
specify a colour quite accurately in
terms of percentages of the various
components.

‘The additive primaries give us
the RGB model (Red, Green, Blue)
while the subtractive primaries give
us CMYK (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow
and blacK). In practice, black is added
to provide better contrast and dark
shadows.

Red can be defined as 100 per cent red, 0
per cent green and 0 pe: cent blue using the RGB
model. Another widely used model is HLS (Hue, Saturation
and Lightness) where the colours are represented on a circle,
0 degrees being red, 120 being green and 240 being blue.

Directly correlated

‘The hue and saturation reflect the depth of the colour. For the most part the
various models can be directly correlated s you can choose which model you
prefer to use.

For example, a medium pink of 100 per cent red, 65 per cent green and 63 per

cent blue in terms of RGB would be 0 per cent

cyan, 35 per cent magenta and 35 per cent

‘yellow on the CMYK model and

0/82/100 on the HLS model.

Most commercial printing is car-
ried out with inks made up of the
subtractive colours, CMYK, <o it
‘makes sense to stick to this model.
In practice some black ink is used as
true black is difficult to obtain using

the first three.

The primary
additive colours

The
subtractive
colours
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such as Europress having opted for in-
house colour origination and separation
based on powerful desktop computers.

All you need to do s leave a space in
your document where the colour photo-
graph should be and leave the rest to
the repro house and printer. The main
difficulty s accurately realigning the
four plates.

Printing registration marks helps
here. All repro houses will do this but if
you do the separation on your ST,
remember to select the registration mark
option on your output.

Using a repro house, however, is
unlikely to be cheap. If you need to pro-
duce documents with full colour pho-
tographs, it might well be worthwhile

FEATURES: Superb quality A4
scans with fust, lexible
sof

E OF USE
use and set up despite port
trouble

Very easy to

Desktop publishing

investing in software that can ease the
cost

Didot Professional, for example, will
separate 24-bit full colour TIFF files and
screen them into halftones as well. It
will also support limited manipulation
to bring out or dampen one colour ~if
an original is too blue, for example,
Didot can alter the balance and correct
it.

Colour DTP s still in ts infancy,
whatever the hype that comes your way.
‘The main difficulty is that even experi-
‘menting is expensive.

It s possible to get excellent results
but at the end of the day, there is one
golden rule - talk to your local printer
and ask his advice before you start. It1l
save an awful lot of your time and hard-
carned money.

Scanring in black and white has been around for a while and it represents the.
quickest method of transferring designs from paper to screen. Simple mono hand
scanners have always been relatively affordable but colour scanners are only just
starting to come within the average ST owner's reach.

‘The latest arrival on the ST scene is the Epson GT family, a series of full colour
flatbed scanners capable of very nearly photographic quality output.

Excellent new driver
The GT 6000 and GT 8000 models aren’t new products but with the release of

an excellent new driver, they are about to make their mark on the ST/TT DTP.
world for the first time. Both models are capable of scanning a full A4 page, either

in full 24-bit colour (16.7 million different
colours), in 256 greyscales or in standard
mono.

‘The GT 6000, which we reviewed, can
scan at any resolution betiween 50 and
600 dots per inca with an integrated
zoom function between 50 and 200 per
cent for maximum flexibility.

‘The scanner itself has plenty of built-in
features such as gamma and colour correc-
tion, three halftone modes and optional
SCSI (for TTs) or parallel port connection
(for STS).

It takes up as much desk space as a laser
printer with a small control panel on the
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Manipulating colour values in Didot

colour.

blocks or standard TIFF files.

IM%

Epson GT 6000
colour scanner

front and an opening lid, somewhat like a photocopier, which lifts to
reveal a glass plate for the scanned document.

Opention is quick and intuitive using the driver software, called
Look. Look runs on any ST/STE or TT although less than 4Mb of RAM.
can't be recommended for colour work. Any screen resolution is sup-
ported, including ST medium and high resolution and all the TT
modes, though it isn't necessary to have a colour monitor to scan in

Pre-scan mode

‘The software has a pre-scan mode which lets you look at the image
first then decide which parts to scan in detail and what settings to use.
Images can be saved as mono IMG files, Retouche-compatible TIFF

In tests we scanned a 2Mb
full colour graphics file in
about 2 minute and a half,
However, it slows down when
scanning files larger than available mem-
ory as they are saved directly to disk.

‘The same file took seven minutes when
scanned directly to disk. Greyscale and
mono images are considerably faster.

Product: Epson GT 6000/Look
Supplier: CGS, 19 Ledbury Place,
Croydon CRO 1ET
Telephone: 081-686 8121

Configuration: All STs and TT

software

Price: £865

Connection:
Prescan:
Scancolour!
Raster:
Gannacorr, ¢

Colourcorr. ¢

A new Look for the ST

Inageinfo
4368 % 6744 pix  89.37 MB

Fornat:

Brightaess
[ -2 -1 1) [*2]

Bitdepth:

Resolution (dpi)

Zoon (1)
[100]
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KEEN PRICES

WHAT MAKES
WIZARD SPECIAL.?

FULL DOUBLE
SIDED DISKS

FAST SERVICE
RELIABLE
TOP QUALITY
(we only use the best)

ART 07 Superb art package, ideal for simple
DIP. 23 built in fonts. Ad size paper Works in
menochrome for best quality of print. Ideal for
lezflets etc. DS Disk.

ADV 01 DDST, DUNGEONS & DRAGONS, Role
p\aymg adventure. PARANOIA, ENCHANTED

and ELBOZO CITY. 3 more good
ad'/eniures also on this disk.

ARC 50 HACMAN, superb pacman clone. MR
PACKY, another super pacman. SOCCER briliant
3D football game 2 players. MUTANT WIPEOUT
ariel shoot em up. INVADERS needs no
description.

BRD 04 CHESS, superb chess game. DECODER,
excellent mastermind. SUPER SIMON, computer
version of hand held game. DOMINOES, puzzle
game. GOLF card game. Also on this disk
DRAGON MAZE, 2 game, SENSORI
BACKGAMMON, 'BRIDGIT, ST ARTREK,
BATTLESHIPS.

ARC 14 HOME, and L'ORB 2 super pinball
games. GALTIC RANGER, unusual shoot em up.
MONKIES & BALLOONS, bounce the clown and
burst the balloons. FIRESTORM, another good
arcade game rescue the humans. LAZERBAL,
suder game and interesting version on the
pinball theme. Also on this disk LOST
TREASURE, WIDOW MAKER, SLALOM & BREAK
our.

AST 01 PLANETARIUM simply the best PD
Asironomy program. SKYMAP another great
Astronomy program plus aSTronomer.

BRDO1 MONOPOLY, LAZERCHESS, OTHELLO,
CHECKERS, WHEEL OF FORTUNE and more. A
superb collection of BOARD GAMES.

DARTO5 ANI ST. Great animation package
formerly sold at £80.00 now PD, VAN GOGH
Paint package with animated sprites. 4
LANDSCAPE Generators including GENASIS and a
CAD Package.

CATALOGUE
OUT NOW.

JUST A FEW EXAMPLE DISKS FROM OUR COLLECTION

MUS31 The ACCOMPANIST SEQUENCER from H.
COSH.

WFRO1 ST WRITER V4.2 and FIRSTWORD. The
best word processors for the ST(E) plus a spell
checker, print spooler and a selection of ready 1o
use letters.

0DDO7 THE WORLD OF STARTREK. Over 300K of
text intenviews and biographies from the original
STARTREK and NEXT GENERATION plus loads of
pictures from both series. A must for all
TREKKIES!I!

AARCO4 TETRIS, superb Teﬂns game. KLAX TR1X
WELTRIS & TETSIDE, 3 more good games on tt
Tetris theme. MR DICE, COLLAPSE & BURGER, 3
more good games to fill this super value disk.

WPRO02 IDEALIST. Super multi column text
printer. EX COLUMN, DUAL COLUMN, 2 COLUMN.

more good multi Column text printers. DOUBLE
PAGE. Print 2 pages at once on Ad on your SL
804.

WPRO3 ALICE. Super text editor up to 10 docs,
In meftnetianea. EDITBAT Stpoy e e
editor. Ideal for begjnners. NEWORD 400

Easy to use text editor, again good for begmners
NOTEPAD. Make temporary notes from within ary
gem program. PHONEPAD. Pop up telephone
book. FILOFAX and ORGANISER. Everything a
paper filofax would have and much more in these
o programm. TYPEWRITE ~ Turn your ST into a
typewriter.

WPRO9 LEXICOM. A pure word st containing
46,209 words without slang, americanisms cr
other rubbish. Needs 1Mb to run with SPELLONE
(spellchecker) also provided on this disk.

ARTOL ARTUTOR. For budding artst. Includes its
own package.

BRDO5 AMERICAN FOOTBALL. DALEKS. START
REK. DELTA 3. CELESTIAL CEASERS (versions 1
and 2). SPACE WARS. RED ALERT. MATCH.

"WIZARD P.D. ...

178 Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3

For disk catalogue send blank + SAE OR 70p
PAPER OR DISK CATALOGUE FREE WITH ORDER ON REQUEST
P.D. Disks 1 or 2...
We also stock Budgie, POV and KME disks.

2.25 3+..

2PZ Tel: 0734 574685

... £2.

HANOL. OGRE. 11 Board and Strategy Games.
SPLENDID SELECTION!!

ARC12 BELUM INTERACTUM - Good galasians
clone. BLOCKADE. HAUNTED HOUSE.
AMORTRACK. BOING. INVADERS. MANIA. Another
superb selection of arcade games.

ARCA3 VIOLENCE. Superb scrolling shoot em
DROID - Excellent platform game.

ADV03 CONQUEST. Graphic adventure. Should
take weeks to complete! (Shareware).

ADV06 BLACKDAWN. Good text adventure with
excellent graphics. DUNGEON MASTER NEW
LEVELS. Needs original DM disk to play.

UTL73 GEMCALC. Best German spreadsheet
now translated to English. Both 0.5 and 1Mb
versions.

UTL134 FAGROTAN. Must be the best virus kiler
around. V.KILLER v3.84. Another excellent virus
killer. EXORCIST. The latest version of this
V.Killer. HD RESTORE. Repairs hard drive boot
sector. RIPPER and PROBE. Two programs to
‘grab music and graphics from disks and more...

UTL139 DESK PACK PLUS. This superb
integrated accessory tool has now been released
as Shareware. GET ITIl DOSS ACC v2.8 + THE
ACC - Super mult function accessories. M DISK
v4.3. Multi function ramdisk, disk copy, hard
disk, cache and more. NEWBELL and SIREN.

UTL120 ZX SPECTRUM EMULATOR. Needs 1Mb
SPECTRUM to ST DOWNLOADER. Gives details
on how to transfer Spectrum games from tape to
disk for the above emulator. ZX81 EMULATOR
and 89 PROGRAWS.

DEM123 FISH 'N' CHIPS. Superb multi screen

ALL THE LATES
BUDGIE TITLES
AVAILABLE
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ith computers and software

sophistication at a hefty
pace, their hunger for higher capacity
media is becoming insatiable.

“This growth s not restricted to the
business computing arena either.
Computer and software sophistication
in the consumer market grows at an
equal rate.

‘The humble 1Mb floppy drive, which
provides 720k of actual storage space, is
straining at the seams with data and
1.44Mb drives are replacing them in
newer machines such as the Mega STE,
TT and now the Falcon030.

‘The storage capacities of these devices
all pale into insignificance however,
compared with the capacity offered by
the new Floptical drive.

Using specicl 3.5in “Floptical” disks,
the Floptical drive gives a formatted
capacity of 21Mb, with 40Mb and 80Mb
and higher floptical disks due in the
future.

Precise tracking

Such high capacities are achieved by
its patented optical tracking and mag-
netic recording techniques.

‘The Floptical disk has 900 concentric
‘microscopic optical “servo” tracks
stamped onto the magnetic surface, and
using techniques similar to CD players
the Floptical drive shines an infra red
LED onto the embossed surface.

A receiving lens arrangement then
relays the beam to a photodetector
which is used to indicate that the drive
head is in position.

Once in position, a second, “fine-
tune” positioning stage is used to accu-
rately locate the data.

“This use of precise optical tracking
allows track densities of 1,245 tracks per
inch (tpi) as opposed to the 135tpi of
standard floppies.

Standard floppies

With dimensions of 101.6 x 25.4 x
156.5mm and a weight of 450g, the
actual drive could be mistaken for a nor-
‘mal external floppy drive - and it isn’t
only in looks that the Floptical resem-
bles a standard floppy drive. It can actu-
ally read and write to standard 720k and
1.44Mb floppies, allowing you to con-
tinue using your existing collection of
disks.

In fact, the Rloptical is essentially a
floppy disk and hard disk in one, pro-
viding hard disk capacity with the
removable, low cost convenience of a
floppy.

‘The model sent to ST User for review
was a Data Pulse Plus (DPP) drive incor-
porating a Maxor 127Mb hard drive
with the Floptical built in.

However, standalone Flopticals and
upgrade offers to existing Data Pulse
Plus owners will soon be available.

The DPP drive is very compact and

Seeing is
believing

Ladbroke Computing are bringing new data storage
technology to the ST in the shape of Insite Peripheral’s
Floptical drive. Darren Evans investigates

quiet in operation and has a power
switch and external ID switch mounted
conveniently on the front of the unit
All DPP models from
Ladbroke Computing
come pre-formatted
ready to plug in
and go.
The

inter-
face and hard
drive software used for
the DPP are from ICD,
tenowned for their SCSI products and
outstanding hard drive software.

‘The DPP came at a convenient time
for review, as the ST User Mega STE was
due to have the hard drive backed up.

Backing up 52Mb of data on to innu-
merable floppy disks is an extremely
time intensive and boring process.

Unless you are fortunate enough to
have a second hard disk to copy your

data on to, you are in for a lot of disk

swapping and lots of coffee.

‘With a built-in Floptical however, the
advantages of 21Mb per 3.5in disk

are plainly obvious.

Just

three
disks -
probably
one if the
back up soft-
ware incorpo-
rates data
compression features
~ are needed to back up 52Mb.

One notable problem, though, was
the fact that the most popular backup
software on the ST - Dizmond Back II
from Hisoft - failed to recognise

the Floptical.
Ladbroke are to contact the program-

Specifications for Floptical drive and Floptical disk

Formatted capacity

1.44Mb disks.
Interface
Average seek time 65ms
Power requirements v only
Track density 1,245tpi
Bit density 24,000bpi
Media Barium ferrite

21Mb with downward compatibility with 720k and

SCSI - 1.5Mb/sec max transfer rate.

mers of Diamond Back and hope to
resolve this.

However, using simple Desktop copy-
ing procedures, backing upa partition
to aFloptical disk took a lot less time
than would have been required to back
up to standard disks.

Not cheap
With a price tag of £770, some may

say it's not exactly cheap, but when you
consider that you get ICD software,
127Mb hard disk storage and unlimited
capacity storage on the Floptical due to
the removable nature of its media, plus
the ability to read and write to 720k
and 1.44MDb standard floppies, the price
is worth it.

Bottom bime

FEATURES: E
and compact. Very convenient
front mounted ID) and power
switch. High capacity and
cheap removable Floptical
media

EASE OF
for the

F USE:Ready formatted
beginner, with lots of
useful utilities provided on
disk

Product: Data Plus 127Mb
with Floptical
Supplier: Ladbroke Computing,
33 Ommskirk Road), Preston Lancashire,
PRT 2GP.
Telephone: 0772 203166
Price

£770
Configuration: Al STs and STEs

Atari ST User Novenber 1992 D)



Accelerators

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

AD Speed ST £145 HCS

AD Speed STE £165 HCS ‘The STE version of the above

68030 SST50 £550 HCS For the Mega ST givi T0S 2 include

Atari hardware

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

Mega STE! 250632 Aari 16lhz
‘sound and 4096 colour 1.44Mb

Mega STE2 £70083 Aari

Mega STEA £1047.83 As above but ith b of memory.

T30 2116415 Aari A2Mb, 32:bit i Has normal ST
low, medi with additional TT modes of 320X480 (255 colours), 640480 (16 colours) and 1280X960 (2 colours).

TI0304 £1456.65 Aari As above but with 4Mb of memory

I8 £1666.15 Aari th 84b of memory.

Sias £149 Mari 4040 display. dealfor

SC14%5 5259 Aari Astereo 14” colour monitor

SLIMGOS Laser Printer £699 Atari Alari'slaser printer minute,

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

Vortex ATance 3865X-16 30 This emlator isforthe STE/Me 16MHz. pr and 512K o fast RAM.

‘Spectre GCR VA0 30 Hes Abac emulatorgi Includes the 126K Mac ROMs

PC Speed(k) 90 Ladbroke Computing _AnXT PC emulator forthe STE and ST

AT Speed £149  Ladbroke Computing A PC emulator complee with Dr DOS software.

AT Speed C16 22999 ing  Includes Dr DOS the 80C287 P

Hard drives

PRODUCT  PRICE SUPPLIER CAP. ADAPT. COMMENT

Data PulsePlus 29999 Ladbroke Computing 2Mb  GESoft 1CD or GE: y quiet in oper
tion..

Data Pulse Plus 95999 Ladbroke Computing 52 1cD

Data Pulse Plus 243999 Ladbroke Computing 106Mb_ GESoft

Data Pulse Plus 25999 Ladbroke Computing 105M 1cD

Data Pulse Plus 52999 Ladbroke Computing 120Mb 1cD

Data PulsePlus 79999 Ladbroke Computing 20 1D

Series 900 929 Power Computing 520 1cD

Series 900 79 Power Computing 105Mb 1cD y

i i £10

Mega Drive 249 Gasteiner 2 1cD A ust case. Very quiet.

Mega Drive 5309 Gasteiner 520 1cD

Mega Drive %9 Gasteiner 105Mb 10D

Mega Drive 5599 Gasteiner 210Mp 1cD

Reference 209 Evesham Micros 40Mb 1cD Colour and uses the NEC mechanism.

Reference o449 0 100Mb 1cD

ProGate 2 25 Protar 2 i ing a il i g for an exr
i 3 gt 2

ProGate 2 29 Protar 40Mb The range of Prolar hard drives use Quantum drives

ProGate 2 76 Protar 50Mb

ProGate 2 £503 Protar 105Mb.

ProGate 2 9507 Protar 120Mb

ProGate 2 938 Protar 20

ProGate 2 £1415 Protar 440Mb

Atari ST User November]992



Hardware buyers’ guide
A detailed and up-to-date listing of peripherals for your Atari ST

Welcome to ST User's Hardware made to ensure the information

Buyers’ Guide. Herein you will find  is correct, products and prices

information on a variety of hard- are constantly being revised and

ware products available f updated. Tthe information was

computer. accurate at the time of going to
Although every effort has been press.

ard drives
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER CAP. ADAPT. COMMENT
ProGate 2 £1602 Protar 500Mb.
Hunter Camegie £449  Hunter Business Systems 100Mb IcD
D1Y hard drive parts
PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT
Host Adaptor £59 Gasteiner
Metal Case £35 Gasteiner
50 Watt PSU £35 Gasteiner
DMA cable 5 Gasteiner
SCSl cable 5 Gasteiner
‘Seagate 32Mb bare drive £150 Gasteiner ‘Bare drive for hard drive kit
‘Seagate 50Mb bare drive £199 Gasteiner
Quantum 52Mb bare drive £199 Gasteiner hard drive i y qui y
Quantum 105Mb bare drive Gasteiner
Floppy disk drives
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
PC7208 £65 Power Computing Excellent features such as built in Blitz Turbo, vir
PCT2001 £45 Pwercompu(ing fficial Atari internal drive. The ST iffering siz i fic qL
Golden Image External Features an LI port for the older
Mice, and trackballs
PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT
Power Mouse £15 Power Computing quality ive pri
Optical Mouse £29.95 Power Computing Reliable 300dpi optical mouse with 600r r (Good buy.
‘Star Cursor Joystick £17.95 i i ight-way mic
ton. fir
£14.99 Ladbroke Computing A low price, i ith 290dpi switch
Gl Brush Mouse £24.99 L i i 150dpi,
Mouse 232 Logitech Has a novelty look to it, poor 200dpi i y
Alfa Data Infired £44.95 Gasteiner ich ri ‘desktop of the intrusiy
ments
125 £9.99 Cheetah fire
Turbo Fighter £49.99 Cheetah it itto desk.
‘The Bug £14.99 Cheetah design. i . Good value
External power supply unit
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
3.5in External £5299 i y slimlir i y

Atari ST User November1992



PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
Power Scanner £99.95 Power Computing (Good quality, i i l ipi.  time
GEM-driy
Golden Image scanner £11999 Ladbroke Computing Upto tion. Includes Touch Uy
Naksha scanner £11633 Naksha ipplied with Migraph's Touch- i
Networking and interfacing
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
Data-Net £179.99 This is i i i nodes via
i nnectors. i
Data-Net Nodes. £89.99 Ladbroke Computing ‘The additional Data-Net nodes.
Samplers/Sequencers
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
Stereo Master £39.95 Microdeal A i
and the editor software is easy to use.
£120.95  Gajit' i i y easy ¢
Concerto £3995 Microdeal A very good Midi sequencer offerin ive dif itors including Score, Step and Event.
Replay 16 £12995 Microdeal it sampler for the ST 7 it
SCSI host adaptors
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
Ad SCSI Micro Host Adaptor £55 ico An internal SCSI controller for utilities and manual
The Link £TBA ili t A i i for the Mac, PC,

withthe ST. CD-ROMS are aiso supported

Graphics oard
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
Crazy Dots £389 For i i 16.7 million. Uses the TsengLabs ET4000 controller and has an
1Mb video memory on board
Reflex £199 Titan Designs A i i ‘the SM 124, 125 or ive 1024X960. L X4
zoom facility, ir 0f1024X1024 and full or
Matrix C1102VA £749 High quality, i
function. Comes with 1Mb VRAM on board
Matrix C110ZV/2 £899 itir VRAN for i
Modems — fax/modems
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
EurLlink £157,45 Europress. ippl
Smart One £119 HCS i
Modem 9600 £139.99 HCS
Pace Linnet £149 Silica Systs A i y d
Prod Auto 3883 Silica Systems Av21/23, v22, v2bis, Hay i i
Ultralink 32 £873.83 v32 LCD display, tible wit correcti
Ultralink Quad £468.83 Silica systems is, LCD display, Haye it correction
PRODUCT PRICE SUPPLIER COMMENT
Atari SM144 £115 HCS. Atari's latest it it i lications other than games
Atari SC1435 £249.95 ili ste i lty. He i isi
power switch at the back though
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Hardware buyers’ guide

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

Philps CHE33 MKIl 22995 Philips

Philips Book 2099 Philips y dist qualiy

Philips FST Cube TV 25099 ing 15in screen, Fastext

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

Epson EPL4300 £9% Epson (UK) Aeasy to use printr with Laser i i i Time, San
it and Dingbats, Wil aso accept Epson font cards.

HP Laserdet P £1,179 printer o i ty print.

Panasonic KX-PH410 3 icBus.Sys A i Yaser printers offer, Very good qualiy pint. A

Seikosha SP-1900 Plus (9in) £12808 _Silica Systems 10 column, 48cps NLQ. Has Tk pr

Selkosha SP2400 (8pin) _ £17035 _Siica Systems 40 column, 300cps SD, 2400cps Drat 60cps NLO. buffer and 5 fonts &

Selkosha SL-92Plus (24pin) _ £22913 __ Silla Systems 40 column, 240cps draft B0cps etter i

SarlC220(24pin) 189 Ladoroke Computing Z10cps raft 64cps LO.Includes 10 res iththe abil i pr
end has paper parking fcilty

Star LC24-200 Colour (24pin) 2259 L i it § rsi push or pullractorfeed and paper parking

Starit S148 219 puting i jet printe. 1660ps i i
patible

Star LP4 EXTIET Ahigh qually, quiet

trdges, mgn qlmHiy prnt output.

Ricoh LP1200 i i ing HP AN

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

Forget e ClockIl 1799 Marpet Developments A

ST Secure £19.99 P ity i your computer. Once instaled, ST the password
10 be etered or it resets the computer

Centronics prnter €499 Ladbroke Computing

STE Seart 0499 L on the Philips TV/Monitors

STE B633MKII 09 L i ¥ popt s colour moritor, STE only

STFM 8633MKII 99 L your STFM owner

0% L 7 y player modes.
Mouselloystickaxtension €599 L ing  Prevents wear and tear i i the

Touse and joystick much easier

Video Digitisers

PRODUCT PRICE  SUPPLIER COMMENT

Complete Colour Soluton £179 Rombo A i i i VCR's orany st
video source. The digiising
software. included (VidiChrome) is excellent.

Distributers Gasteiner 081 365 1151 System Solutions 081 693 33
Evesham Micros EPSON (UK) w0422 6144

phone | ?t Hunter Business Systems 45 Panasonic Business Systems 0344 853943
AR ot 0753 533344 Silica Systems 081309 1111 Hewlett Packard... 0344 369369

Ladbroke Computi - 203166 Siseh i ..081 777 0751 Star Micronics (UK). 494471111
Power Computing....... 0234 843388 2 Marpet Developments
Protar.. v 0628 789788 Europress Direct 051 35 OKi Systems (UK)

@ Note to distributors and manufacturers. Please contact ST User in writing by post o f if any of the information contained within the guide requires amending or updating, If there are
any products available in the UK which are not included here, please contact us 5o we may add them to our records
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Calamus News

Calamus S Release - Incredible promotional deals

S At long last Calamus S is with us and at a lower price than

previously advertised. £335.00 inc. VAT

If you are at present a Calamus 1.09N user or running any other
DTP program available on the Atari platfom, Halco are willing to
upgrade that program to Calamus S (on receipt of your master disk)
Jfor the staggering low price of £145.00 inc. VAT

Faithful Calamus 1.09N still at th low price of £139.99 inc. VAT
Outline Art also at the reduced price of £95.00 inc. VAT
Font Catalogue £7.00 inc. postage & packaging

S/ Calamus SL is proving to be a master of colour work and the latest
'O~ May issue is even better. £587.50 inc. VAT

Halco will give you a copy of Calamus 1.09N and Outline Art 1.0 with
every Mega STE and TT purchased while stocks last.

Mega STE/2 without hard drive £570.00 inc. VAT
Mega STE/4 without hard drive £685.00 inc. VAT

(Mega STE's can be supplied with hard drive, please telephone for more details.)

TT030/4 without hard drive £1420.00 inc. VAT
TT030/8 without hard drive £1720.00 inc. VAT

(TT's can be supplied with numerable hard drive options, please telephone for more details.)

Halco offer a large range of peripherals from monitors, printers, scanners upto low cost
image—setters. For more information please do not hesitate to contact us.
Access & Visa accepted.

Unit 4, Headley Park 9, Woodley, Reading, Berks. RG5 4SQ. Telephone (0734) 441525
Atari ST User November]992




WEIRD CITY!?
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REVIEWS... PLAN 9 -CARL LEWIS -FIRE FORCE
MEGA SPORTS ° CAPTAIN DYNAMO - AND MORE
ALSO... LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS SOLUTION * REACH FOR THE SKIES PREVIEW

—]
—L
m
=
=
0]
—]
o
me
>
99
=
m
()
=
=
m
w
=
D
()
e
=
=
m



This is rumour control... these are the facts

Strange shaped things to
wrap your finger around

1 1 Sensible Soceer

LA AN Champonshi Henager |

§2> 3 MagioLand Dizy
4 A5 James Pord

5V 2
66

FirstDivision Manager

TA 8 LotusTuboChalenge i

8 A 10 Rainbowlsands
YA N Stiker
0w 7 Epic

@ GAMER vorenver 1952

acter

various
cartoons and films
instead of the
usual sicks

It's supposedly
the biggest tie-in
ever involving film
licensing and the computer hardware. Al | can say is that
they should be locked up, Bloody perverts.

Formula One Grand Prix

Cheetah have brought out some rather sll joysticks. Char-
Joysticks

which believe it or

not are joysticks

The Ace of Spades

1 remember reading an NME review about Motorhezd. It said that
nothing, but nothing, can prepare you for their testile-shaking
volume. If your zim in ife s to be loud and socially unacceptable
then read on.

The "eccertric” exploits of one of the world's favourite heavy
metal bands can be experienced by everyone, even your gran,

You play Lammy, the warty bass player, whose talents stretch
to being Jimi Hendix's roadie and being thrown out of Hawkwind
for taking to many drugs. The idea s to release your friends from
the clutches of somebody.

The actual game can be described s a beat-em-up along the
lines of Golden Axe, but it infinitely more sil. The player has to
run around Karaoke Land, Nashville Land, Hippy Land, Gothic
Land, Hip Hop Land and Rave Land, where foolish floating E-
Heads are out to do over Lemmy. You really would have to be on
some sort of drugs to take him on. As a bonus there are

Reegade | £599
Domatk | EM9
Codemasters | €199
W | e
Nooprose. | £3499
Comestes | €79
T
Hspd | 0%
Rage Software | £2599

g | 1
Oren |

AU
11
A

A
A A"
18 ANE Faloon

Violence, violence

Press release of the month goes to Virgin for their pre-
view of Apocalypse. In these times of the socially
aware, references to mindless violence are somewhat
frowned upon, but do we care? Virgin don't.

It seems that they have Charles Manson and The
Yorkshire Ripper writing their press releases, and |
quote:

“The emphasis here is on mindless mass destruction.
It's a fire fest.” Basically it's a total violence frenzy.
Coming s00n from Virgin.

AlHoull

grabagroupie sessions, trash that hotel room, and siapping an
oriental man around the face with a fish. You also have to knock
Stonehenge over onto the hippies before they float away.
Updates as we have them.

11 ANE  Space Fight Simulator
OhNo Mere Lemmings
Jack Nickaus Golf
ProTennis Tour 5
AN Gof (GoFor God Kine
NewZeahndStory
Word Criset

i | Psygnosis
| HitSquad
Hit Souad

HitSquad
Teppelin
hetont§

19 ANE Colossus Chess X
0 ANE Graham 1ay|urSoccerChaIlenge

Kisals Y
\



average really

After nine years of waiting the masters of procrastination Braben
and Co have finally got round to doing a sequal to the space trad-
ing shoot-em-up Elite, originally titled Elite Il

The graphics on the new game have been hailed by another
mag as being the *Some of the most stunning screen shcts you'll
ever see".

The sequal will give a whole new depth to the game, offering
You different starting points and the opportunity to fly with a
bunch of pirates. It also boasts that it will “let you do everything
the book said you could do"

It is still the office favourite as we found out last week when
somebody brought their copy into the office, 50 you're lucky to be
reading this mag at all this month.

All together now

It didn't take long ~ lock up your daughters and shackle your
sheep, the BIff is back. Ha ha, his love for Gamer made him leave
his job on another magazine and come fleeing back to this stal-
wart organ. He's not doing much this month but next month all
hell breaks lcose at Biff the Kif does Silly Putty.

To inject a small amount of jollification into the On Word pages
Wwe are running a small competition.

The question is thus — who is this ex-editor of Gamer and how
silly does he look? Answers on a Melon to the Get Dan Back Com-
petition, and we'll think up some worthwhile prize to send you.

INNER VISION

It's an issve packed full of goodness, plus now
with 25% less fat

€arL Lewis CHALLENGE 4
Sporty goings on in Psygnosis' newest, plus absolutely no sign of Jim Rosenthal
Meca Sporrs 5

Us Gold go all sporty aswell in this sports extravaganza compilation
type thingy. My goodness

PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE «evveesoonsasansecsersnnces 10
Quite possibly the crappest film ever, but is the game a load of
yak's droppings?

CaPTAIN DYNAMO 12
Yeah, Code Masters are back with a budget platform romp. It's that
good we've given it a whole page

WizKio
WizKid is a game that messes with your mind, plus it's possibly
going to be the game of the year

L 16
The boys in red get out on the park and try to stick the ball into
the old onion bag or something like that

;
. Grabs your big weapon and shoot loads of no good foreigners that

are, err, up to no good
©00c0o00c000000000000

ONWORD 2

All the latest news and views, plus a brilliant embarrasing picture

TALKING SHoP

Oscillating Hazelnut was far too bizarre, so we've changed it back
to Talking Shop

THE SOURCE

Nigel Mansell's car gets an expert look over by ace mechanic Ben.
Plus there is a sneaky peek at Hero Quest 2. Wow

THE RETURN OF THE SOURCE ........6

All you RPG fanatics hold onto your hats, because Daemonsgate is
coming and it's going to be massive

THE Source'= THE FINAL SOURCE...8

Reach For The Skies, gets a good seeing to by Paul as he dons his
flying scarf and goggles

CHeatr MobE 18

Having trouble with Virgin's Lure Of The Temptress, well fear no
longer here's a handy four page Cheat Mode special

o November 1992 (_



Hooray, time to build a sandcastle. Where's

This could be a really interesting and witty
caption about the high jump, but it isnt

A D
s 1 Y

| am desperately looking for a word or

words to describe how bad this game

is, The only words | can think off at the.
moment are obscene and you'l only find
them in Viz.

Things are definitely looking bad for Carl
Lewis and his Challenge. | don't normally
tart a review with what | think of the game
~ I normally eave my comments to the end,
where they belong ~ but because this game
is 50 stinky | just have to tellyou now.

After a few plays it loses any appeal it
might have hadin the first place. Take a look
on the box and you'l see several screen-
shots. To be henest it looks quite ice and
more than fikely| might have bought it from
my local computer game store, but thank
God I'm a reviewer and | get to see every-
thing before you do, and for free.

In terms of smelliness, Carl Lewis' Chal-
lenge i, e, wellimagine the smellest smell
you can possibly think of. Carl Lews' Chal-
lenge is 20 times smelr than that.

Well I'l take a little break from slagging
right now and instead Il tell you a litle
about what you do in the game. There are
five events to compete in.

You might think that Carl Lewis Challenge
is a Joystick waggler. You'd be half right
because - and nere’ a slight bit of original-

-

my bucket and spade?”.

More like The £*&%S$!* $*&% Challenge

PSYGNOSIS = £25.99 = 1/2 meg ® Joystick = Out now

ity ~ there are three different ways of con-
trolling the game.

The joystick waggler, which i for intents
and purposes called the speed control
method, is the best out of the three, but it
doesn't half knacker you out

The way it works i ety damn obvious,
but just in case there's one reader out there
‘who doesnit know, | willtel al. The quicker
you are able to alternate between the left
and right controls, the quicker your athiete
willrun.

The rhythm control method depends
upon your timing of the Fire button presses
in relation to an or-screen gauge. The last
method is called the gearing control
method. Using the marks below the scan-
ner, you time the Fire button press to each
of the marks

Failure to hit the marks results in your
athlete losing speed or not jumping or
throwing at the correct time.

Alighty, time to explain those delightful
events. First of all the 100m sprint. This s
very complicated event - you have to guide
your athlete in a staight line, going as fast
s you can towards the finish line, and
blow me down if jou don' race over the

Now that could be very painful indeed. Ouch

@ GATER vovemser 1992
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distance of 100m, cor biimey missus if that
ain'tatum up for the books.

The 110m hurdies i essentialy the same
as the 100m sprint, except you jump over
hurdles and you have to race over 110
metres. Easy, isn't it?

The Javelin is one of the better events in
the game, which is not saying much. High
jump and long jump zre very easy indeed,
in factfar too easy.

So there you have it all the events,
five of them. Now time to finish this review
~ yes kids, time to get nsty.

The digiised graphics are nice and work
quite well - at least that’s one pus point.
“The playabilty is non-existent - Ive seen
better games than this out there in the PD
market. Well, the only award this game is
going to win is Crappisst Game of 1992. If
anyone makes a game as bad as this, then
m going to cy.

To sum up, Carl Lews Challenge isn't
challenge, in fact th only challenge s
whether Im going to chuck the game into
the nearest lake or wat until November the
5th and bur the disks. Utter trash,

Jonathan

Excuse me, but aren't you Fatima Whitbread?

Nice digitsed graphics,but the
gamels bobbins.

AUD

Niceintro tune, butthe ST chip.
Iicks in and uin t .

PLAYABILITY

Itgets one because | feel 5o
soy for CarLewis

DICTION

‘About a addictive a Pot
Noodies. Yeuck!



One thing that the English seem to be vaguely good
at is motor racing. This year old Mansell won the
World Championships - about time too is all I can say.

To commemorate this momentous occasion, Gremlin
are about to release the game of Nigel Mansell, and
would you believe it, its a driving game. Now there’s a
surprise, eh?

Its an actual racetrack game, which is something we
haven't seen in a while. Its all racing through deserts
and the like nowadays, but I still remember Pole Posi-
tion - no-one else does.

Since the release of the motorbike driving game
Team Suzuki, which was deemed the most ridiculously
impossible game in the world, people have started
putting trainers in their programs.

This is the first fully functional one that I've come
across. It has a sort of advice service that takes you
around the various tracks - handy, huh?

Its got all the usual stuff you see on racing games
such as gearbox options for the girlies who want an
automatic. You will also be able to tune the car more
to your needs.

Well, the sources say that this is going to be the
closest thing to driving a Formula One car, bar actu-
ally driving one, | suppose.

We reckoned that the handiest bit of the game was
the fine tuning of the car which allows you to add
aerofoils or spoilers and other little bits and pieces.
And you'll have to wait a mere few weeks, until the
end of November, to get your clammy paws on a copy.

A beastie’s back door

Hero Quest Il is another vastly humon-
gous adventure game from those lovely
Gremlin people. The follow up to, wait
for it, Hero Quest, this is bigger than a
very big thing. Comprising ten different
scenarios, it should keep the adventure
gamey people happy for a long while.

The nicest part were the interactive
characters, who have the ultimate aim
of either distracting you or helping you
in your quest.

Unlike some of the recent adventure
games, you are not just confined to a
dungeon (who said Lure of the
Temptress?) as there are forest, and
things like that to get thoroughly lost
and frustrated in.

There's all the normal cobblers you get
in adventure games. like character, class
and the like, and its out in November,
so you'll have to wait a little bit longer.

November 1992 (GAMER @D




aemons-
gate Is the
delightful
tle given to Grem-
lin's brand new role-
playing game and
apparently  it's
going to be the
largest and most in
depth game of its
genre yet. We shall
see, but first let me
tell you a lttle story.

Six months ago all
contact was lost with
the ancient kingdom
of Elsopea, not some-
thing that the rulers
of other kingdoms
were too worried
about because the Elso-
peans were a strange
race.

Strange probably isn't
the word, but any race
that watches the evening
and Sunday editions of
Eldorado is definitely a bit
bonkers. For nearly a thou-
sand years, they have lived a
reclusive existence, rarely com-
ing into contact with their
neighbours.

Suddenly, strange reports
began to filter in from the small
hamlets (now listen up kids, a ham-
let is a small village, especially one
without a church. Oh and it's also a
malke of wellknown cigars sold in most
newsagents.- Educational Ed) to the
south of Tromis.

It appeared that a rather large Dae-
monic army (gusp!) of unknown origin
(yowsers!] was moving through the
Border Peaks from Elsopea destroying
everything in its path (gasp!).

LENEE
The armed forces of Tormis tried to
stop the advance, but to no avail and
the city was soon besieged. Alone and
without any help from their neigh-
bours, the inhabitants of Tormis had to

wa
hordes were happy to let them sit there.
and sweat

Well, m about this time when some
sort of hero or heroes appear and kick
the butts of the Daemonic hordes. You
play the part of Captain Gustavus of
the Imperial guard and by the request
of the city council, you have to get a
band of willing mercenaries and find a
way out of the besieged city.

From there you have to find a certain
elderly Elsopean who knows how to
defeat the Daemonic hordes, give them
a bashing and be home in time for tea.
Easy, innit?

Remember the hordes could attack at
any time and the city’s defences cannot
withstand a prolonged assault. The sur-
vival of the kingdoms and the world is
in your hands and if that isn't dramatic,
1 don't know what is. The game is set

November 1992

Daemonsgate 1-
Dorovan's Key
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upon a world
called Hestor,

here if reading out
foud) detailed ratio-
nalised background
has been produced
including a fully detailed
“hythos” (?], a complex
social structure, realistic ecok

ogy and logically laid out geo-

graph.

What a mouthful - big words
never impressed anyone especially
when you don't know what the hell
they're going on about.

Well it was all compiled over six
months and Gremlin assure me that it's
going to be one of the most rational
fantasy environments ever created for a
computer game.

As with almost every role-playing
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game, the player in Daemonsgate con-
trols a number of characters - in this
case eight - utilising the various skills
and abilities of each team member to
overcome the tasks and problems that
lie in their way.

The game is made up of five major
elements, which consist of land travel,
town travel, combat, conversation and
magic. In total there are over 100,000
screens of towns and over 5,000 town
inhabitants and this apparently is the

largest map size and non-player charac-
ters yet seen in a RPG.

As you can see from the screen-
shots, the graphics are top notch and
thus it could be Gremlin's finest release
yet, we shall see. Daemonsgate 1 -
Dorovan's Key will be out in time for
Christmas and will cost you a penny
short of £35, but by the looks of
things it be worth every penny.




PREMIER MAIL ORDER

Titles marked * are not yet available and will be sent on day of release.
Please send cheque,/P0/Access,/Visa No. and expiry date to:

Dept AST11, 10 Tinkler Side, Basildon, Essex SS14 1LE
Please state make and model of computer when ordering. P&P inc. UK on orders over £5. Less than £5 and Europe add £1 per
item. Elsewhere please add £3 per item for Airmail. These offers are available Mail Order only. Telephone orders: Mon-Fri 9am-

7pm. Saturday 10am-4pm. Fax orders: 0268 590076. Tel orders: 0268 590766
NEXT DAY SERVICE ADD £2.50
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World Wrestling Fed
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Courtesy of Diplomatic

Headlines |

w, please don't shout at me.
for being an ignorant racist
imey pig. It's Wednesday
afternoon - deadline day - I'm has-
sled, and I need to let off suam
Now before we start recei
er, trickle of letters qnemonmg the
wisdom of employing a xenophobic
editor, let me just point out that the
Gerries of the title are not our con-
temporary pfenig-mad, sunbed-pi
ing, queuejumping European
brothers, but are in fact the chippy-

It's smooth and fast, 5o there's no excuse for a miss!

bombing Luftwaffe of the forties.

Really, where are my manners?
Third paragraph already and you're
still not entirely sure what I'm on
about. I'l elaborate. We're talking
about a flight sim here chums (as you
may very well have gathered from the
screenshots) - you know, dials, aero-
planes, dials, whizzing landscapes,
dials... al that sort of thing.

Reach For The Skies (for that is it's
nomenclature) is in the latter
stages of production at the

e /

moment and will
Not very interesting unless you live in East Anglia

nc

released by Virgin round about.
well, some time in the near fututre.
Approximately.

Designed and written by flight sim
supremo Rod Hyde, Reach For The
Skies promises to be a massive hit
with all fans of the genre, and may
even convert a few thickos like me.

The whole simulation revolves
around the Battle Of Britain. You're
given the choice of being a good old
boy from Blighty, or a nasty Gerry,
faced with the awesome task of alter-
ing the entire out-
come of the war.

At the time of
writing, the sound
and explosions are
still a trifle weedy,
and the control's

but Rod assures us
that these will be
tweaked and beefed
up on the finished
version.

As a simulation
it's just about as
accurate as you can get. There's a real
feeling of speed - you can almost
believe there really is a bandit on
your tail, and the smoothness and
external serolling is not to be scoffed
at. For the real

sky hogs among you, even
greater speed can be
acheived by sacrificing a
little detal, such as roads
and landscape.
There seems to be plenty of
options and various nice touches even
at this relatlively early stage - a

‘appear gradually, -
giving a realistic
simulation

particularly good detail is the f:
to shoot away portions of the enemy
plane, rather than score a direct hit
every time.

Unlike many flight sims, Reach
allows you to get into the
action straight away rather than
go through various tedious proce-
dures before you even leave the
ground. From what us boys in the
office have seen so far, this is a
contender for the flight sims hall of

Make sure you buy next month's
copy. We probably won't have a full
review, but buy it anyway.

The seat's empty! Who' flying this bird?!

Bandits at 12 o'clock! Bandits at 12 o'clock!




I ight, hands up all those peo-
ple who don't own a sports
game. Yes, that's what |

though... not one of you.

OK, lets try this one then. Say “Aye” all
those who believe there simply aren't
enough sports games on the market.
Hinm... was that a pin | heard drop?

Well in the face of this obvious desire for
yet more joystick-waggling run/ski/vault/
hurdie‘em-ups, US Gold leap to the rescue,
more than meeting our collective sporting
requirements with
Mega Sports - ‘A
thriling compendium
in the best of world
sports”, or 5o we are
led to believe.

For those of you
who haven't” yet
caught my gist, 50 to
speak, it a compila-
tion.

Yes, all the old
favourites are back
from the computer
game equivalent of

e donkey sanctuary,
clinging doggedly to the belief that there
are still one or two peaple so overcome with
the fading Olympic fever that they'l don a
pair of tracky bottcms, take steroids by the
bucketioad and triple jump all the way to
the local compo shop in the vain hope of
rekindiing the feeling inspired by Sharron
Davies's bikinilad rump.

And who knows - perhaps they wil. Let's
see..

1/ must apologise. [ve been very fippant
thus far and realise that there will be some
who don't own a sports game, and who
would rather not endure my sarcasm while
they are trying to decide whether a game is
worth buying. This review s for you.

First up is THE GAMES, SUMMER EDI-
TION: eight summeriike events for your
enjoyment such as archery, hurdles, pole

D N
TR

e what want wronaP
lad, and no mistale!”

vault.

Where does Lynford Christie keep his shopping?

IMEGA{SPORTS
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well, you get the picture I'm
sure.

Apart from the norm, there are
one or two originalish] events inl-
cuded, such as velodrome cycling
(like that bloke with the funny look-
ing bike in Barcelora) and the
uneven parallel bars. Control is by
the dodgy waggle/prss method,
with added knobbly bit for the more com-
plex events.

This leads us rather nicely to - you
quessed it... THE GAMES, WINTER EDI-
TION. This is my favourite of the five, con-
sisting of such brass monkey-freezing events
as the Luge, ski jump and figure skating.

Graphics-wise, it's nat much better than
it sunnier counterpart, and there is actually
one event less to compete in - but beter
crashes and falls are possible, making it a
much better laugh.

Sadly, but inevitably, the control method
is every bit as dodgy 2s the other events,
and its unlikey that the sound will win any
awards. Not bad though... not bad.

Let's have a look - what’s next. Aha, WIN-
TER GAMES - just a minute, haven't we
Just done this? No, note the sightly different
tite... very crafty. Slightly different events
t00 - bt more fight-hearted ths time.

Impress the chicks with your Hot Doggin'
skils (which is basically somersaulting off a
small hillock with skis on], or test your
stamina in the biathion (trekking round the
countryside in skis, skooting at what can
only be described as the easiest targets in
living memory). Graghics slighity better,
sound still naff... amusing for a while.

More sunshine, this time in the good old
US of A in CALIFORNIA GAMES. None of
that running or jumping lark here; there's
some serious competing to do in world
famous events such as skateboarding, BMX-
ing and, wait or it..fiing disc!

Yes indeed; chill out, get rad, be bad,
and...and... do other such American-esque
things in ths [relaivelyfun beach-bum sun-

Anything Sonic can do | can do better

2 Well why didn't you tell me eariier?

=

:

'Damn these new-fangled helium skis!

shine romp. Enthusiastic eh?

Thats it for the compilation bit. The other
two in this six-ofthe-best bonanza [more
enthusiasm) have been cammissioned spe-
cially for this package and prouidy go by the
names of SUMMER GAMES and, sorry, but
SUMMER GAMES 2.

Skeet shooting and equestrianism are
o of the better events; the rest have all
been seen in some shape or form a hundred
times before. Its a litte dissappointing that
since these games are newer than the rest,
their qualty in sound and vision has hardly
evolved from the many predecessors.

Apology time once more. | think | may
have been a little harsh, and you probably
now believe that | hate Mega Sports and all
it stands for.

Well I don'. Im certainlya long way from
falling to the ground and slobbering a lot,
because the graphics and sound just don't
utiise the capabilies of a 16-bit machine,
but there's plenty to do, and some of the
events are even a decent lugh. Worth pay-
ing thity quid for? Hmm

Paul

vision

00000

Nothing stunring. Nothing even
very good. But OF.
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The odd tunete hereand
there, but nothing speca,

PLAYABILITY

(clclcl | ]

To be far, as payable 3 the
next sports game.

ADDICTION

00000

Stlalong way behind nicotine
In the addiction states.
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Such literary dexterity. "Weird thing” says it all to me

Seedy secret room, looks all right to me

Hubcaps and dead people
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ny film buff worth their
salt should have heard
of Plan 9. If you haven't

then | wil fill you in.

It was christened the worst film
ever made. The lead actor, Bela
Lugosi, died half-way through the
filming. So to fill his place Belar's
wife’s chiropodist or accountant
took over the role.

The main problem with this sub-
stitution was that the guy was over
a foot taller than Bela and looked
nothing like him. This unsimilarity
to Bela was solved by his holding a
cape in front of his face — very con-
vincing I'm sure.

The special effects were almost
as comical. Hub caps from old clas-
sic American cars were used as the
fiying saucers, the problem with
this being that they wobbled
unnervingly as they scooted across
the screen, almost as though they
were attached to pieces of string. |
wonder why:

Anyway, there you have the
background to the film. The
question s, is the game just as

bad. You begin your quest in the
office of the director of Plan 9. He's
hired you to find some reels of the.
film which have gone missing  fair
enough. So you step out of the
office and start your exploring in
the corridor.

Good point number one - the
majority of the things you see on
the screen can be interacted with,
not just the usual two of which one
s absolutely useless.

The first part of the adventure is
very linear, a case of do this which
will let you do this, but after a
while there is a lot more scope to
it. What | like most about this game
is the sense of humour which
seems to run right though.

Some of the characters you meet
are intentionally wooden, as they
are in the film. If they're not totally
wooden they are intensely violent —
the barman starts threatening you
with a baseball bat, for instance.

You control your character by a
word-driven action interface thingy
- you know the score, examine,
look, use, and so on.




The only thing | found a little
confusing was moving around the
Iocations. Instead of having the
usual north and south directions
you have a different location to
which you move directly.

To move there you move your
cursor to different points on the
screen until it turns into a signpost.
It's a lttle confusing at first but you
get used to i

You will have noticed by this
time that the graphics are done in
avery individual style. The playing
screen is actually quite a small
square with the rest of the screen
being an inanimate border.

Other magazines have looked at
Plan 9 and thought that the style
of graphics is a bit of a cop-out.
But if the style improves the overall
presentation of the game then
that's alright by me.

As far as the main screen graph-
ics go the scenes seem to be quite
effective if a fittle sparse.

It doesn't exactly work to the
capacity of the machine as you see
from the screen shots but it's good

to see programmers working on
the game play and the overall
effect of the game rather than mak-
ing it look nice and it being awful
to play.

The locations themselves are very
well drawn with a lot of things you
can interact with like the weird
thing in the corner. My only gripe
about the graphics is the other
characters in the game.

Basically they all look the same.
The man who you are supposed to
be getting these reels of tape for is
also the cab driver, the bricklayer
and the barman. Now | wasn't sure
whether that wes intentional or

not.

The one thing that really made
Plan 9 for me was the soundtrack —
it's absolutely corking. In the back-
ground is the typical hammer hor-
ror music. Then t fades out and in
comes the actual game soundtrack.
It's very atmospheric, but a bit hard
to explain really, so you'll just have
to listen to it yourseives.

There are loads of individual
touches which sets Plan 9 apart

from the rest. On the box it states
that the game contains actual
footage from the film and it really
does. When you go into the cinema,
part of the film is playing - bizarre.

I was pleasantly surprised by the
disk swapping on this game. It's usu-
ally a foregone conclusion that it's
going to be disk swap city if a large
adventure game is not installed on a
hard drive, but it's kept to a bearable
minimum.

You can't help but like Plan 9. It's
good harmless fun with a large dash
of the ridiculous and enough
intrigue to keep your average gamer
going.

Highly effective and qute
origina,

Coring soundrack, occasionsl
noise thrown .

PLAYABILITY

Takes a bit o gettng into but
e movement s quie ast.

ADDICTION

Wil keep players coning back
time and time agan.

1 know a good Lenny Kravitz plug
when | see one

Spooky graveyard - had to be really

This is my house, this is allright to me
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Time for a new kind of
superhero. An
incontinent one...

ow, when you hear the
word “superhero”, the first
things that spring into your

overactive minds are probably words
like Batman, Superman and Spider-
man. Captain Dynamo comes a good
stone’s throw down the list from
these luminaries.

However, if you don't know about
Captain Dynamo you soon will,
because it's story time, kids. Evil
Austen Von Flyswatter, a 72year-old
mad scientist, has decided to fund his
retirement by stealing the world's
largest set of diamonds.

Having stolen his booty, he's scat-
tered the diamonds around his booby.
trap-infested rocket ship and escaped
to the moon. Of course the whole
world is up in arms and decides to call
a superhero into action, but unfortu-
nately Superman is out to lunch and
Batman is getting his hair done, so
the world's leaders have to have the
next best thing.

Great cries ar whispers of “This is a
job for Captain Dynamot” fill the air.
Now this might sound like a good
idea, but Captain Dynamo is currently
in retirement and at the sprightly age
of 75 is at this moment sitting in the.
Happyvale Home for the Elderly grow-
ing lettuce and doing an unbelievable
‘amount of dribbling.

The world has not seen or heard
from Captain Dynamo for the last 25
years, but seeing as Captain Dynamo
is the only available superhero hell
just have to do.

So, stirring from his bedpan, grab-
bing his Zimmer frame and donning
his super cap and cape, he's on his
way to save the world - but first he
has to collect his pension. So there
you have it, the story of the world's
first incontinent superhero, Captain
Dynamo.

The game is a straightforward plat-
form romparama. Simply collect the
diamonds which are strewn all over
the place and get to the top of the
screen into a teleporter and so on and
50 on until you complete it.

Sounds simple, doesn’t it? Well

@ GAVER vovense: 199
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LEVEL 1,

Here he is to save the day, it's Captain Dynamo

believe you me it isn't. There are
plenty of hazards out there waiting to
bring Captain Dynamo down to his
very old knees,

These include space worms, evil
bats, deadly spikes, crushers, blasters,
conveyor belts and eventually Mad
Austen himself. Cor, all sounds a bit
scary doesn't it?

You might be thinking that Captain
Dynamo has an awesome weapon to
do away his baddies with. Well, you'd
be dead wrong. All Captain Dynamo
can do is jump, and that's very handy.

For example, if faced with a gun-
wielding crazed psychopath, Captain
Pacemalcer can jump out of the way.
But hey, never mind, who said games
had to be true to life anyway?

Right, I'l own up. 'm not a big fan
of Code Masters’ Dizzy exploits, but
Steg the Slug was suitably impressive
and now here we have Captain
Dynamo, which is in fact very good
indeed. Let's put it this way - even
Ben played it for more than ten min-

=f{VES] 2

Ere, ain't you one of those teenage mutant
turtle thingies?

utes and that means it is good.

It's got great graphics, probably
the best in any Code Masters game
yet. It's bloody eas y to play = all
you have to do is pick up your
friendly old joystick and you're away.

The box actually says it's instantly
addictive and you're not
going o believe this, it
is instantly addictive
and it's one of those
games which you play
again and again just to
strive o get that little
bit further.

Overall Captain
Dynamo is a bit of a
stonker by Code Mas-
ters' standards. It may
be like every other plat-
form game, but for a
wild and wacky fun
platform number, it's
worth eight quid of
anyone's money.

A wiggly worm and an, err, umm, well OK so | don't know what
the hell it is. What do you want? Blood?

Jonathan

vision

0000

Lovely cartoon graphics that
are very good indeedy.

AuDIO

Nice enoush tune, but
getitating ater a whie.

PLAYABILITY

As payable as that Catherne.
Zeta Jones woman.

ADDICTION

You'l avays come back for
justone more go.
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WizKid, its the bizniz...

computer games were
about to hit the big time on the 16-bit
computers.

The time was 1987 and those great
Iads at Sensible Software were twist-
ing their minds around a simple, but
effective and original idea for a game.

That game was Wizball and what a

stonking game it was, although Ben
totally disagrees with me on that
point. The idea was to paint a deso-
late grey planet using loads of bright,
happy colours and make it all, err
happy and colourful again.
You played the part of a wizard
and using your magic you turned
yourself into a green ball, thus creat-
ing the title of the game, Wizball.

Once inside the little green ball,
you had to roam over the planet
shooting all the little baddies and col-
lecting the paint which the baddies
left behind when they had died.

A most enjoyable romp indeed, in
fact one of my favourite games of all
time. Slowly five long years passed
and with a big boom and even a
slight bit of thunder and lighting
came WizKid the sequel to Wizball
(hurrah).

Technically it's not actually a
sequel, it's a completely new
game altogether. The game

stars WizKid, the son of 4§

ent kind of enjoyable romp.

There is a question to be asked
though and dammit I'm going to ask

In Wizball the star of the game was
actually a wizard, so shouldn't WizKid
be a human instead of a green blob,
and how on earth did the wizard get
hitched up with a woman?

I can see it all now - the wizard
walks into a singles bar and when
asked by a beautiful woman what he
does for a living replies: “Err, well
actually | paint planets and turn into
a green biob, but it pays well.”

As | was saying WizKid is here and
it's going to be one of the games of
the year. It's not a platform game and
it's not a shoot-em-up, but then again
it could be a mixture of the two, but
then again it's not really a mixture of
the two... see what | mean? Im seri-
ously having problems.

It is in many respects like the clas-
sic game Breakout with a huge wedge
of toilet humour in it. Well I say
Brealout, but perhaps the only simi-
larity is that you have to bash some
blocks, but then again it's not always

blocks you have to bash (Eh? - Mr

Confused Reader).
Look listen up, it's
not my fault, it's those
lads at Sensible Soft-

What a load of nuts!

only po:

what it's like is to buy the game. End

of story, OK?

Right, your objective is to rescue
the wizard/Wizball from the evil

clutches of Zark,
the baddest and
nastiest mouse on

Now if you sat
down to play Wiz-
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ware, sometimes they're just too
damn surreal for their own good. The

‘B'G Wz RIGWZ

Kid for the first time and just thought
it was bashing blocks, then couldn’t
be more wrong. You have to think
surreal. Surreal is probably the best
word that describes WizKid along
with weird, wonderful and wacky.
Everything is not what it seems,

e ==

Now that's what I cal toilet humour
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ther items to his g
Once he's a body, anything

happen.

You might think that WizKid is one
of those games where you play
through from level one to level what-
ever, well you'd be wrong yet again.

By generally messing about you
can suddenly find yourself heading
towards level six from level one, but
don't think you'll complete the game
because every level has to be played
to complete it.

Plus a cat - also a star of Wizball -
has to be collected from each area to
complete the game. If you don't col-
lect enough cats then when you get
to the end of the game you'l be told
it's “Game Over, man”.

As well as running/flying around
the screen bashing blocks and doing
several surreal things, there's a
shooty bit, If you're a fan of the first
game then you'll be well chuffed with
this part of the game because all the
graphics and sound from Wizball are

A tune a
dosh and with this dosh you'l be al
to buy loads of stuff.

Plus sometimes a special bubble
will appear - collect this and you'l be
given a special power. For instance
collect the red nose and you'll be able
to bounce the blocks on your head or
collect the teeth and you'll be able to
bite and carry blocks. Both make it
much easier to do away with the fear-
some baddies, well if you can call
bees, penguins and butterflies
fearsome!

Get hit too many times by these
fearsome baddies and you'll lose a hit
point. Lose all your hit points and
you'l lose a life. Lose all your lives
and it's game over.

WizKid is weird with a capital W,
but it's absolutely brilliant. It's origi-

I, it's funny, the graphics are beau-
tiful, the sound is good, it's very
addictive indeed and very easy to get

grips with.

1f you don't buy WizKid you may
well regret it, if not today, then
tomorrow and for the rest of your life.
1t's a real work of art if you sit back
and take a good long lool at it. For
starters it combines so many playing
styles.

It's wild, wacky, bizarre, surreal
and funny. It's everything a game
should be. Ocean should go and see
Sensible Software and thank them
very much and pay them loads of
money because after the disappoint-
ing Epic this is like a big breath of
fresh air which should improve
Ocean's current reputation. WizKid is
‘wonderful and I think I'm in love.

Jonathan

Excellent cartoony gaphics
that make you smie

Aubio

00000

Great tunes that you'lbe hur-
ming for days and days.

PLAYABILITY
If anyone says tstthen Il
become quite violentindeed.

ADDICTION

(6lclGlG] ]

Wel, I'm addicted. What
more cansay?




Successful football club in bad game scandal

THE CoOMELITER Grme

The 1898-99 season saw, Liverpool first introduce
red shirts, having previously played in blue and
whi

Fascinating facts about the origins of Liverpool FC.

You learn something new every day
rquably one of the most suc-
cessful teams of all time have

de it to your ST courtesy of

Grandslam. Liverpool FC: The Computer

Game stars all the Anfild blokes in a soccer

game that Grandslam think will rival the suc-

cess of Kick OFf 2

Actually, when you think about it, Grand-
slam is an interesting name, when you con-
sider that for the rest of this review [1l be
slamming their rather poor effort.

The game loads to the accompaniment of

a remixed version of “You'l Never Walk

Alone", the song that's become synonymous

with Liverpool FC. Unfortunately, Grandsiam

have slaughtered the tune to a point where
its not particulaly recognisable. While this is

O IR CEme

In May 1892, John He
\essman and Canservat

busine
founded the Liverpool Association Football Glub,

=

=

the Conservative party we've got to thank for
Liverpool FC: The Computer Game

@ GAMER voverser 1592

ulding (a self-made

NTHAL

04456 MIDFIELDE!

bo - _nose
The game in progress. Oh, come on, you try to think of
an amsing caption for a game ths biand

playing in the background, you're treated —
or should that be subjected - to a brieffish)
Hhistory of the club, with lite digtised pic-
tures of all the currert players underneat

Liverpool fans shuld like this bit the fist
time they see it, but for the rest of the world
atlarge, and for people who've already seen
it it a shame you can't skip it

After extensive intro pictures of FA Cups
and suchike, you eventuzlly get to the main
menu screen. From here you can choose
whether to compete in an FA Cup competi-
tion or a full League Season, and you can
choose a two-player FA Cup finl.

You can also change your squad about,
although of course you can only choose
from Liverpool players

When you've twiddled
around with the options you
can start a practice session
or play a proper match.
Practice is definitely recom-
mended, since the control
system takes a bit of getting
usedo.

The pitch is viewed from
an angle not unlike Rage’s
Striker, with one player

&

heading up and ‘into’ the screen, and the
other coming down and “out of” it. The
player currently selected is marked by a four
pulsing arrows around his feet, and you
move him around with your joystick

The fire button kicks the ball, although
not as in KO2. There's no way to control
how hard you'l hit the ball the player just
el tas far as he can.

This means you'l find yourself running
up the pitch with the ball at your et its a
sticky-eet control method) and shooting,
because stringing together several passes is
completely impossible. It a very awkward
passing system ~ so impractical that you'll
give up trying,

The computer teams are quite good, and
youll find that before long they ve scored
against you. When the ball crosses the line,
the view instantly fiicks back to the centre
circle before you know what's happened,
and it's a bit confusing to say the least.

The graphics look OK when the game is
ppaused, but as soon as you see it in action
you'l reconsider. There are precious few.
frames of animation for the players and the
‘game really looks a bit tacky.

“The ball responds so completely unrealis-

)

b

(hmlng Your team
stunning array of puym waiabi

‘The main menu. From here
you, er, click on things

visio

Moves quite fast, butather
Tubbish animation.

fyou persevere you may just
keep on playing.

ADDICTION

00000

The league mode has some
lastng appesl.

07

tically that you'l faugh... it shoots along at
200mph and then stops almost instantly. It s
as if the pitch is covered in honey or
something.

S0 what s there that's good about Liver-
pool FC: The Computer Game? Erm, it's
endorsed by Liverpool FC, which will mean
it's bound to sell a fair few no matter how
bad it is. And the presentation screens look
allright

But that's about i, I'm afraid. From the
moment you start playing and think “This is
all right” to the moment a few minutes later
when you think ‘Blimey, this game's been
bunged together in  few weeks to cash in
on a good licence, when in fact it com-
plete tripe,” t's all gradually downhil,

The simple fact s, that no matter who
You support, you have to adit that Liver-
pool are quite a good team. And the other.
simple fact s that even if you support Liver-
pool, you'd have to have a bit of a mental
disorder to fork out for ths.

SELECTION SCREEN

AFTERTOUCH | [ YES
DISK OPTIONS
TEAM SELECTION

View LERKIE TRELES |

RESET SEASON
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Don't try to repeat this at home kids, it
dangerous to play with fireworks

ishface leapt from the helicopter

and landed face down in the mud,

But that was no ordinary mud. It
was the mud of a midde eastern country
where Fishface knew he had a mission to
complete. He had to go in, kil a guy, and
get out alive again. That wes his job. For
Fishface was a Seal

His mother had never quite understood,
‘asking him why he wasn'tin a circus balanc-
ing balls on his nose, but Fishface knew.
deep down inside that the Seals were the
last hope for the civilised world. Or
something.

Yes, you too can enter a war zone from
the comfort of your own fving room, thanks
to those terribly obliging people at ICE. In
fact, some of you out there may remember
that Fireforce was originally developed by
Electronic 200,

But since their collapse, ICE stepped in
and revamped the game before releasing it
IF youdid remember that, and no cheating
now, give yourself two Brownie poirts.

Boot up you ST with Fireforce disk one
in the drive, an hey prestol you'e off. You
an select an eiisting Seal or name one of
your own, a new recrut,

Then you are given several missions to
choose from, induding assassinating a Mid-
dle Eastem officer and destroying a bridge
in atropical war zone.

Equip yoursel with a few gun, then too-
tle off to join the fray. You are deposited by
helicopter and Ieft to fend for yoursef in a
hostile foreign environment, armed only
vith a machine gun,  handful of grenades
and your packed funch.

You have a set amount of time to com-
plete the mission and arrve at the predeter-
mined rendezvaus point ~ the far right of
the level - if youwant to get out alive... oth-
enwise, youll be lsted as Missing in Action,

Each level scrolls horizontaly, and you
walk right shooting anyone and anything
you see. s all a bit ceminiscent of the 8:it

‘You can enter the buildings that you pass

Och, you heartiess cappy you, shoating a
helpless bloke

hit Green Beret, but that's no bad thing. Its
actually surprisingly good fun, and the
graphics and sound complement the action
well

1F you complete the mission, you can go
on to bigger and batter things. If not, then
its @ sad screen, a Purple Heart award, and
anew character foryou, matey.

Fireforce is a refr2shing new addition to
the world of wanderand-hoot games, and
it quite a competent program. So if you'e
the type of individual who likes nothing bet-
ter than bobbing out and gunning down a
few Arabs before breakfast, Fireforce could
justbe your thing.

- 4 <
JANES, TAWTON

« MVICE

ICE = £25.99 = 1/2 me
Out now

B = o \d
(OK. you'te off on yaur mission. And you have vsed the viate doset efore siting ut? You dontwart (o be
taken short

MISSION

ey

Nicely drawn graptics,

athough the hero's mn s a
2 bt weid,

Well, you'e dead. It all over. And not even

50 much as a “Thanks for giving up your ife, Aupio
i

000ee

Good gunshots and bangs, but
thatsit

PLAYABILITY

0000®

el Afairold challenge i the
multipe missions

with a gun

an pe
model of a 1953 Morris Minor

You'lstickvith it a fa il

82
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Getting

to grips

with the Temptress

Another ripping Gamer guide

You lucky people! This month we, the
fovely fovey people at Gamer, and a certain gen-
tleman, bring you Lure of the Temptress - the
Solution. This time it's personal, with wings. So if

you were as baffled as we were playing it
you may sit down and complete the blasted
thing with no effort at all, you spineless workshy
fops.

~ CELL

Pull the torch. Walk forward as far
le. When the skorl passes

25 po:
you tolook at the fire, walk out of
the cell, and close and lock the
door.

OUTER CELL

Look at the prisoner. Go to the guard room. Look at
barrel. Look at the tap on the side of the barrel. Get
the knife on the barrel. Get the bottle.,

I Use the bottle on the tap. Use the knife on the
sack. Lok at the sack. Go to the torture room. Use

| the knife on the leather cord on the rack. Go to outer

| cell.
Give the bottle to the prisoner. Look at the bricks
on the eastern wall. Tell Ratpouch to push the bricks.

Walk through the opening in the wall.

SEWERAGE

Find the man called Mallin (hint: he usually hangs out in the alleys,
the sewerage or the weregate]. Talk to Mallin. Accept his offer. Go to
the village shop. Talk to the shopkeeper (Ewan).

Give Ewan the metal bar. Find the blacksmith (Luthern]. Talk to
Luthern twice. If you are in the Blacksmith's workshop then get the
tinderbox on the floor in the foreground. If you're not there, go
there now.

Go to the Magpie Inn. Talk to the barmaid (Nellie]. Give her the
gem. Talk to the man at the table (Morkus). Bribe him then talk to
him. Then go to the blacksmith's and talk to Luthern. Give him the
flask.

Go to the Magpie courtyard. Talk to the man sitting in the middle
(Grub] about the black goat. Go to the Severed Arms (hint: do not
drink there. The beer has been watered down). Talk to the woman
knitting. Talk to her about Taidgh. Examine the diary she gives you.

Go to the marketplace. Give the lockpick you got from Grub to Rat-
pouch. Look at the door of Taidgh's house. Look at the lock on the
door. When the skorl (Wayne) comes to look at the door, tell Rat-
pouch to use the lockpick on the lock and open the door.

Go into Taidgh's house (hint: save the game at this point). Look at
the apparatus. Look at the tap on the right of the apparatus. Look at
the oil burner, below and left of the apparatus.

Use the tinderbox on the oil burner. When the reaction has fin-
ished, use the flask on the tap. Drink from the flask. You should now
be disguised as Selena.

Go to Middle Street. Talk to Uruka [the skorl guarding the Town
Hall door]. Open the door. Go inside the town hall. Talk to any skorl
inside the town hall. Then go and find Wayne and tall to him.

Go to the Magpie tavern. Talk to Morkus. Go to the Apothecary
workshop. Talk to Goewin (if she is not there or the door is locked,

November 1992

then wait until she arrives).

Find Ratpouch and talk to him. Go to the Apothecary workshop.
Talk to Goewin twice. Go to Blackfriar's Row. Look at the poster.

Find Mallin. Talk to Mallin (accept the book). Go to the Moni's
Lodge. Give the book to the monks. Talk to the Monks several times
until nothing new appears [hint: switch the text to slow]

Infusion: Houndstooth, Cowbane, Eleccumpane. Go to the Apothe-
cary Workshop. Talk to Goewin about everything. Go to the Black-
smith's. Talk to the woman (Catriona) in the rocking chair. Ask Catri-
ona for the cowbane.

Get the cowbane from Catriona’s garden. Go to the apothecary
workshop. Give Goewin the cowbane. When Goewin finishes, ask her
if the infusion is ready.

Then go for a walk around the village, so the potion can reach full
strength, Go back to the apothecary workshop, and talk to Goewin
about the spell and the weregate.

Go to the Severed Arms. Talk to the barbarian (Ultar] twice. Go to
the weregate. Tall to the statues. Find Goewin and talk to her. Go to
the weregate again and talk to her again. Walk through the were-
gate doors to the entrance cave.

AT
|
|




THE CAVES

Look at the skulls. Look at the right skull. Go to the
green cave and wait for Goewin. Look at the skulls in
the green cave. Tell Goewin to go to the entrance cave
and pull the left skull. Go to the blue cave.

Look at the skulls. Pull the right skull, and wait a
couple of minutes for Goewin to enter the green cave.
Pull the left skull to let her into the blue cave, Tell her
10 go to the green cave and pull the right skull. Go to
black cave (hint: save the game here].

Go to the cave with the monster in. To defeat the
monster, hold the left mouse button down. Move the
mouse left to advance and right onto Diermot to
attack. Repeat until the monster dies. If you get hit it is
better to retreat rather than defend.

Go to the Dragon cave. Use the potion on the
dragon. Talk to the dragon. Say to the dragon: I com-
mand you to help us.” Go to the biue cave. Pull the left
skull. Go to the green cave. Make sure Goewin is
always with you.

Pull the left skull. The weregate doors should now.
be open. Go to the marketplace, Wait for the skorl
Wayne) to go into Ewan's shop. Look through the
shop window. When Wayne leaves the shop, talk to
him. Then go into Ewan's shop. Talk to Ewan, then
walk out of the shop.

DRAWBRIDGE

Here you will have to fight and kill another
monster. Then walk through the door to the left
of the drawbridge to defeat the evil temptress
Selena.

WINE CELLAR

Look at the three casks in the foreground on the left. Look at the
bung on the top cask. Go to the kitchen. Lok at the carcass on the
table. Look at the fat on the carcass. Get the fat. Get the tongs by the
table. Go to the wine cellar.

When the boy is in the wine cellar, talk to him and tell him that
you've come for Selena. Talk to Minnow again, and tell him to tell the
skorl that someone s i the cellar.

Pull the bung out with the tongs, then hide behind the right pillar
in the background. When the skorl walks past, go to the gateroom.
Look at the lever.

Find Minnow again to make him follow you to the gateroom, if he
is not there already. Tell Minnow to pull the lever. At the same time
you must operate the winch. The winch should turn.

Go up the stairs to the second floor at the dining room (hint: save
the game here]. Then go through the door on the left.
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The Tempfress

Now then, here’s a thing. sent itin. Well we don’t care -
We'’ve got a grand big map for it saves us a job anyway. So
Lure of the Temptress and peruse at your pleasure and
nobody to thank for it because then, erm... lure the
we don’t know who the hell temptress. Or something.

lagpie courtyard
. Unknown

,\;o
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MJC

COMPUTER

SUPPLIES

|

Suppliers of Discount Software since 1984 I

Educational, Local Authority and government orders

welcome. Overseas orders please call or write for

quotations. All goods subject to availability, prices
subject to change without notice. E&OE

Prices Include VAT and delivery by post,

Courier delivery from £3,

, please ask for details.

Please allow 5 days for cheque clearance
TO ORDER: Please call the telephone number listed

below to place credit card
send cheques/POs made

orders — (Access/Visa) or
out to MJC Supplies to:

MJC SUPPLIES (STU),
Unit 2 The Arches, Icknield Way,

Letchworth, Herts S

G6 1UJ.

Tel: (0462) 481166 (6 Lines)

HISOFT BASIC VERSION 2

rogrammers.
R 7.0 OUR PRICE £54.95

HIGHSPEED PASCAL
HighSpeed Pascal is designed to be
compatile wih the hugely Successful

0 P: features a fas
|
inute.

irbo Pascal on the PC.

NEW - HISOFT DEVPAC 3
Hisoft Devpac 3 s the latest version o th

d i i
segnners and professional pogramners

contains

HISOFT C INTERPRETER
Hisoft G lets you develop, debug and test

library functions, fast and powerful Gem
based editor and built-n help for quick
and easy refeence.

RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £39.95

HISOFT
LATTICEC V5.5
Lattce G V55 s a veratie and powertl
developmen! syste for the popular C
ng language, adhering
extremely closly to the ANSI standard. I
contains the most complete set of C
fibraris to be found on the Atar 68000
computers, Gem based installation
program, mlti window editor, project
manager and os more.

HISOFT PRODUCTS

Stereo Maste i a low cas, high quaiy
sound sampler for the ST. Its features
include: Sample rates from 3.0 to 27.9

mix sample with full or half volume,
hifi stereo playback option using the
Playback cartridge, full STE stereo

u
RAP £30.95 OUR PRICE £29.95

e an edior, assembler and (Requires 1 Meg)
PLEASE CALL RRP £149.95 OUR PRICE £99.95
SOUND SAMPLERS
EREQ NASTER EO REPLAY

This system can record in high quality
stereo from is twin phono input sockets,
taking sounds from any suitable Stereo
equipment such as a Poriable Cassete or
CD player. Editor features include Mark,
Hide, Cut, Loop, Paste, Insert, Delete, Fill,
Cler, Overlay, Reverse, Fade and many

more
RRP £89.95 .95

Replay 8 features powertul sampling and
playback commands such as Sample, Pre-
Sample, Auto Record Trigger and more, s
well as the usual editing commands
Replay 8 also contains some Special
Effects software and a 2 voice
programmable Drum Machine called

e
P £50.95 OUR PRICE £44.95

Replay Professional is probably the most
complete Sound System for the Atri ST.
It comes conplete with Editing software
as well as the Drumbeat Professional 4
channel Drum Machine and Midiplay
which turns your ST into a powerful sound
sampling sythesizer. It can sample at

rates betweer 5 and 48 K.
RRP £99.95 ‘OUR PRICE £79.95

EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE

pisma Softare

LEARN TO READ WITH PROF.
s conpes ety e fic

rolds

1. Prof Plays aNew Game £1995

2. Pl Logksat £1995
of Makes Ser 51995

. Prof Hunts for Words 51995

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM PRISMA

Pepe's Garden (3107) £1995

FUN SCHOOL

Thealtne bestsellng edvatonal sotvare fom
Database Educatioral. A nunberofprograms et
packagecoveing  range ofsues.
FUN SCHOOL 2
8 Programs pe package
For 210 6 years £1295

For 6108 years £1295
For the over 8's £1295

FUN SCHOOL 3
6 Programs per package

For 210 5 years £159
For 5to 7 years £159
For the over 7's £15.95
FUN SCHOOL 4
e latest i ths excellent series
For 2105 years £1695
For 510 7 years £1695

For the over 7's

[KOSMOS EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE
Answerback Junior Quiz (6-11)  £14.95
Factile Arithmetic (6-11) £7.95

i £7.95

LAUGH & LEARN WITH ADI
ADI is a frendly alien which appears
‘on this latest range of educational

Software

Each package is designed 10 fol ow
the National Curriculum for a
particular school year.

Features pronouns, verbs, advers,
speling. synonyms, profsos

ENGLISH 12/13 OUR PRICE £17.95
Using dictionaries and reference
books construct adverbs, puncitate
Sentences.

MATHS 11/12 _ OUR PRICE £17.05
Covers geometry, algebra, statisics,
symmetry, quadriaterals and
number operations.

MATHS 12/13  OUR PRICE £17.95
Covers fractions, transformations,
proportions, mental calculations.

2 0age s etk ook, i 24 progans
Primary Maths Course (310 11)  £13.

Micro Maths (12/adultto GOSE) £13.95
o Fench (12/adultto GGSE) £13.95

NEW MULTI-PACKS

Fi .WARI
We are now able to offer a number of
educational & database programs by
B.Ware in various Mult-Packs at very

KOSMOS LANGUAGE TUTORS
The ideal aid o lar

ning vocabulary

French Mistess £1495
German Master £1495
Sparish Tutor £1495
Halian Tutor £1495

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS
SOFT STUFF

Magic Storybook 22095

Let's Spell at Home 1495

Let's Spel at the Shops. 21495

Hooray for Henrietz 1795

a
Henrietta’s Book of Spells  £17.95

GRAPHICS AND

PROGRAMMING

Hisoft Basic 2~ New relese £54.95
Tempus 2-Programmers Edtor  £29.95
Hisoft G Interpreter £39.95
Lattce G version 5 £99.95
Nevada Cobol (GPM Inc. smulator) - £33.95
Hisoft High Speed Pascal V1.5 £69.95
Hisoft WERGS Plus (Inc. G00S)  £33.95

STOS THE CREATOR

STOS - The Creator £19.95
STOS - Compilr 13,95
05-3-D NOWAVAILABLE!  £2295

STOS - CREATOR AND COMPILER £29.95
The Game Makers Manual (Book)  £11.95

DATABASES/FINANCIAL

PRESENTATIONS i .
Timeworks DTP 2 & FirstWord Plus 89995 | | Quatebyf 8.4 voce musioynth  £26
Easy Draw 2 £36.95 el
in 2 E39.

£50.95 Kaife ST E19.
Deluxe Paint ST £44.95 £31.¢
Canvas £1095| | Flexidump (fr 8 pin morc) £17.

Spectrum £22.95 P (all dot matrix) £31,

Cyber Studio (1Mb req'd) £39.95 rget Me Clock E17.95
Gyber Paint £3995

NEW - ROBOSHIFT

Auto Sensing joystick mouse swilch box
MIC PRICE £13.95

ZYDEC 3.5" SECOND
DISC DRIVE

Quality extornal,double sided disc drive,
including PSU and cable.
52,95

SPECIAL OFFER

TIMEWORKS
DESKTOP
PUBLISHER 1
with Zydec Second Disc Drive
Plus First Word Plus (no mail meige)
SPECIAL OFFER PRICE

495

NAKSHA
MECHANICAL MOUSE
Qur most popular mouse includes
Operation Stealth, Mat and Holder
£21.95

UIK
MECHANICAL MOUSE

A great value
replacement mouse

MJC PRICE £12.95

REPLAY 16
The st 16 bt soud samplor o the A ST Ctain an Ector, Midpy Sequencerand | | | PORENISORLE o
Drumbea 16, amplesa e up 0 43 Kiz. el e
| — M £18%5 | VigisT.+ Vig-Chrome
Persoral Pus 2005
Home Accounts 2 £3695

24995
olution £129.95

VidiST

WORD PROCESSING

Protext 4.3 Special offer st £39.95
Word Fair (1Mb) £57.95

First (VA 23995

COURIER DELIVERY
SERVICE

Available on a rders. Prices start from £3
~Please ask for details
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There’s something
very special (and
exclusive) going on
Home Accounts
2 in next month’s
Atari ST User.
Buy next month’s
issue - or you'll regret

/4/{). thacal
15fOrMMIE:
0:00Y2
dlinglof ym//
onal finances;
g;vu//m/;/
)L YOULLO) 3 Which of the following can Home
i All you have to do is Ao fotbetssd ort
answer the question, Home Accounting

and give your name Acupuncture ]

and address. Easy! Hair Restoration ]

Tick the appropriate box, not forgetting your name and address, and send your
entry to: Home Accounts 2 Competition, Atari ST User, Europa House,

Adiington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Name

Address

| Daytime Telephone

the entry form’

Home Accounts is now even better.
There's no restrictions on the number of
income accounts, expenditure types and
transactions. As well as a pop up and
interest calculator there is an option to
take account of inflation. Digita
International have also added Human
Interface Protocol which is superb.

® Fully supports the De

with 3D look and feel

® Human Interface Profoge

graphical environment
| integrates the Deskiop) and‘

mates the way you work

® Multiple windows

® Icons for major functions:

® Pie graphs
Line graphs
@ Scatter graphs
© 2D & 3D bar graphs ;
® Graphs for bucgets) AccONT
balalnces and expenditureifs
® Graphs are self=scaling {0}

Allireports fully configurabil
® Detailed statements for:
specified date ranges
® Budgetreports
®)7ot4ls of income accountsiay

ditureis

e rr— LY
e e e RS
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EXCLUSIVE SUBSCRIBER’S DRAW

Every Atari ST User subscriber automatically qualifies for our monthly draw in which we offer
superb prizes. |

al Reszesrve |

This month’s draw is sponsored by (//” €1

We’ve got five brilliant Competition Pro Extra joysticks up for grabs along with an annual ]
membership to Special Réser ve’s Membership Club, which includes their

club magazine full of loads of special offers and £30 worth of money off ]
coupons in each issue.

Last month’s winners: l
Congratulations to the two lucky winners of September's draw. Well done ]
Mr P Lynch of Darlington, Co Durham. The Secret of Monkey Island is ;
on the way to you. And Ultima V Warriors of Destiny is on its way to Mr
R L Gray or Rainham, Essex.

Subscribe for six months - at a new
reduced rate — and choose any one of
these great free gifts

Gunn in
their blast-
‘em-up

b

EXN SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE 25

If you can't wait to ﬁel your hands on one of our great
rs you can telephone your order using a credit card

i ST By phone: 051-357 1275
By fax: 051-357 2813

Don't forget to give your name, address and credit card number!

SAVE MORE - with direct debit*

Now you can savetime,hessl and mone by taking advantags of our direct debit
payment syst

st camplatsthefrom opposie and we willdeductthe cost o
Atari ST User from your account every quarter without any need for you to worry.
‘about your subscription expiring.

Direot doits are safe and hassle ree. You can cancel your subscription at any
time with ro is}

What's more, a direct debit subscription s by far the cheapest way to enjoy

Atari ST User - saving you a full 50p on the cover price of each issue. When you
take out your direct debit subscription you can still take advantage of any of the
available gifts and special offers.



Subscribe for 12 months — save money, time and effort

and choose any of these free gifts

ULTIMATE
VIRUS KILLER

Defend your ST from deadly virus
danger. With this package — worth
£9.99 - you can detect, destroy and
protect yourself from them, leaving
your valuable software investment
Safe from over 50 types of virus
prevalent on the Atari ST. Ultimate
Virus Killer is also upgradeable on a
regular basis (every 3 months
approximately) so you can be sure that

FOUR DOMARK GAMES

Here is a fab collection of four games
from top software house Domark.
‘Welcome to "Shufflepuck Cafe" — the
last place in the galaxy where air
hockey is played seriously. Scorch

your way through the skies in a rip-
roaring fight to death in "Dragon Spirit".
Find intergalactic flight 396 in "Typhoon
Thompson". Join Major Rock Hardy and
Captain Ace Gunn in their blast-'em-up

Tick one box only to
indicate how fong you'
want to subscribe for,

or existing subscriber,
and what part of the
wWorld you're in.

Choose the special
offer or gift you want
to receive by ticking
ONE box only. Please
| note that there is only.

ane gift/offer available
for each subscriber.

Ylf“bhﬂve battle against invading Xybots. i it inyour e,

protecon 3FREE MAGAZINES | io feas v’

possible for DISK BOX You lucky Atari ST User capital letters to ensu
AND TEN DISKS : g

your Atari
ST atall
times,

Subscribe and get
this quality lockable
diskette file with
smoked cover and
adjustable dividers
together with ten
free disks.

Only fill in this form if

you are paying by

direct debit,

ticking the Quarterly.

Direct Debit option

under “How to pay”.
| Please send original
B o

incredibly cheaply with this
amazing offer. These three free
‘magazines together with our g
unbeatable subscription price
means that you can save 66p a
month off the cover price of

readers can subscribe

cespatch.

Indicate method of

=

19
835

52

i
£,

$

g

8

each issue. Not bad eh?

after

orm - no faxes or
photocopies please.

It's so easy to save money with Atari ST User.
Subscribe for 6 months at a new reduced rate and
choose any of the appropriate gifts for absolutely no
extra cost. Subscribe for 12 months and you can
save 50p a month off the cover price of each issue
by using the Direct Debit scheme and choose one of

our brilliant gifts or special offers. As subscribers you
have the convenience of having this complete
editorial package delivered direct to your door every
month postage free, before it's on sale in the shops.
On top of all that you can also automatically enter our
exclusive subscribers’ draw.

Europress (North Americal,
Unit 14, 225 Bysham Park

0
Fax: 519539 9725

= - ¢

How LonG & WHicH orrer? [EE3EEY] | YOUR DETAILS IEZE1 | How 10 PAY
6 months' Subscription New. Hronnil Name._ I enclose a yable to
UK only £17.95  wes []  sass [ | | Address Europress Enterprise Ltd [
6 months' Subscription Offer ;
o g s e Postcode. TelNo Please debit my Credit Card =
10 disks FREE a3 ] o Expires [ /] Ssigned
Disk box FREE 9304 [
- o (I T OO

T2 morins ubeeipEon e R *Complete ONLY if you have [T I

£3495  os00 (] ticked the Direct Debit option Quartel DrectDei (€747~ Pease complete o below) UK ONLY 5500 [—]
EuropelEi £9995 o o o
o o e e ATARIST SUBSCRIPTION DIRECT DEBIT INSTRUGTION
Db e AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS

s

Disk bos & ten ks FREE o] Sy Sk nlepors i |
Uttimate Virus Kiler FREE  sse1 [] .
4 Domark games FREE oo [ cgns it e amact Ao
He rE_nE i - o OOO0CC]
ol = o P el wee 00 O 001
UsA = s A cono s nsuon -
* Gifs avallable to UK subscrivers only Poy i ot o somo s of s mato et Voursubscrpion vl cammance i e s sl e

Please return the whole of the form to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port L65 3EB (No stamp needed if poslad’,i’ UKy

#
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CaMzEgIilaN

Over £800 worth of superb software to he won 5

cal to rock, pop, New Age and jazz.

We have an incredible 20 copies of

Concerto to give away. You can use it with any MIDI

A powerful but friendly music pro- instrument.
gram, Concerto lets you compose and Simple step—by-step instructions
arrange any type of music from classi- | help you set up the program and

equipment.
m In Concerto you can record music
on up to 24 tracks and assign them to

Which of the following is

All you have to do is answer the  Concerto not related to? 100 patterns.
question, fill out your name and  Music = .
address and send the form to us  Jam Sandwiches Link the pmms tllgE“lBl‘ in the
by Woxestber 30, 1992 b Arrange Window with a few simple
Tick the appropriate box, not forgetting your name and address, i
and send your entry to: Concerto Competition, Atari ST User, m“"se ':I“:ks tu fnrm a l:llll‘llllete snng'

Europa House, Adlington Park, Macdlesfield SK10 4NP Making m“sin has na“er IIEEn easier.
Narc I, Concerto has many features only
N e T previously found on sequencers cost-

Daytime Telephone. 4 &
ing up to ten times as much.

System requirements: any ST

Peas ks boxif you do ot wish o eceve promotina e fom the conparies ]

100 | Atari ST User Mo




Aspects

of the ST

Tidiang music & emulafon & Communicaion 0 o < b

like classical music. Those old
composers sure knew how fo
write a good tune. Even if
you've removed Radio 3 from
the dial and don’t know a concert
from a concerto, you will have
heard mary classical tunes mas-
querading as pop and rock music.
Mozart's 40th Symphony is one
such fune. Two versions of it actu-
ally made the charts ot the same
back in April ‘71 - one by the
Sovereign Collection and the
other, a better-known version, by
Waldo de los Rios.

Classical

This version under discussion here
is the original classical arrange-
ment, not a pop
version, and it
comes on disk as
Midii files. It was pro-
duced by Paul
Sanders and Philip

B

i1 Sevsionnt §

i |
Crewdson  who | 16D rifecapt 4l |
together  form |18 Recttotad § |
Stop
Oscor Music,

It took around six
months to put all
the files together
and then it was
arranged by Dan
Palethorpe, lead
flute with fhe ENO.

STHUAT. SO0

to your favourite

[Roll over...
Mozart?

est from the educational market.
The files let you Isolate and analyse
themes, harmonies and counter-
point. There can't be a better way
fo study the symphony.

If you don't have an Y77 you'll
have to create your own orches-
fration. The instructions include sug-
gestions fo help but you'n still have

WOTATOR S (© 159 Lengelin

mmmmmwmmwm
S manicla ol ol S b

=
’—@r 1

to balance the instrument sounds.

Oscar also produce a newsletter
which is subtitled Information
Technology in Music Education, so
you can see where the guys are
coming from. It's free to interested
parties.

Oscar's Mozart Symphony No. 40
costs £49.99. More from Oscar
Music, 91 Brick Lane,
London, E1 6QN. Tel:
071-377 6294.

7adon ]

Oscar’s version of
tozart’s 40th

There are five
files - one for each of the four
movements and one containing a
Sys Ex dump for the Yamaha SY77.

The files were constructed in C-
Lab’s Notator but they are also
available in Standard Midi file
format.

Amazing

Using the §Y77 dump, the result is
absolutely amazing - one of the
best performances of a piece of
classical music ever to grace a
sequencer. If you've ever tried your
hand at arranging a piece of clas-
sical music you'll how difficult it is.

All the instruments have to bal-
ance one another and there must
be dynamics (rock and pop is one
of the few music few forms which
only seem to recognise fff signsh.

You've probably sneaked a look
at the price. Well, a lot of work has
gone into *he production and
Oscar are expecting a ot of inter-

s _Quantize HIDT

" 11 Violinslorzar NOTATOR

mmmmmr ke bl
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The opening bars of Mozart's
40th Symphony in Notator

lan Waugh with all the latest ST

music releases, including a versatile

selection of sample CDs
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applications on the ST

Melville
Marriott
Music
Media

Regular readers will know that
there is a wealth of music soft-
ware out there in PD land. In
fact, many PD libraries have an
extensive music section.

Melville Marriott, however,
are music media specialists
‘which just also happen fo run a
music PD library service.

Their policy is to include only
useful programs in their cata-
logue which contains more
than 50 disks. These include a
complete set of ufilties for own-
ers of Yamaha PSS instruments,
edifors for many popular instru-
ments such as Roland’s D-110,
Yamaha’s DX27 and FB-01,
Kawai’s K1 and Casio’s CZ
instruments.

There are the main PD
sequencers such as Alchimie
Junior and the Accompanist
plus song files for programs such
as the Music Studio and the
Waddington Sequencer. There
is also a host of utilities and
demo programs.

MM also operate a tele-
phone helpline and can supply
books on all aspects cf Midi and
computing and wel as sheet
music, cassettes, CDs and music.
sequences on disk. They also
have a second-hand equip-
ment exchange service which
costs ten per cent of the pur-
chase price - payable only
when you sell.

For a one-off fee of £56 you
become a registered user and
Wil receive regular updates plus
a fen per cent discount on
everything except books.

All PD disks are £2.50 each
with a 85p p&p charge for
orders under four disks. It's well
worth getting the catalogue
disk to see what's out there in
PD music land. More from
Melville Marrioft, 46 Market
Square, Witney OX8 6AL. Tel:
0993 779500.
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Yes, folks, it's another mega collec-
tion of grooves from Heavenly
Music. This fime it's a collection of
drum and bass pattems. It's lie Dr
Beat buf with bass and guitar
fracks.

There are 50 sfyles here including
rock, soul, pop, dance and Latin
thythms. The bass and guitar
grooves are all in the same key.
The idea is for you to use your
sequencer's copy and transpose
functions to create your own chord
sequences

There are a couple of demo files
which show some of the possibili-
ties but they only scratch the
surface.

The way fo se it is to find a pat-

tem or two that fit the type of song
you have wiitten - or are about o
write.

I'd ignore the instrument parts at
this stage (although you may like to
use thern for inspiration) and con-
centrate on getting the rest of the
song down. Then you can play the

instrument parts and franspose them
info the required key. Some of the
pattems are 12 or 16 bars long but
many are over 50 bars in length.

You may have 1o assign suitable
sounds o the instrument tracks but
the drums are on the now-stan-
dard Midi channel ten. The docs

include a drum map so you can
use the patterns with gear other
than Roland’s U220 or MT-32.

Ilove il Beat 'n’ Bass Is £19.95.
More from Heavenly Music, 39
Garden Road, Jaywick Village
Clacton CO15 2RT. Tel: 0255
434217

Music pdate — November

@ First, the bad news. Heavenly Music's complete
rendition of the Psycho score in Midi file format has
not arrived. So, | can't review it! Perhaps next month.
I've asked my mother fo look info it. Even now | can
hear her ringing 0255 434217.

® Now the good news - Fred Fee from Newport has
wiitfen in response fo the Kadinski Music Painter pro-
gram which featured in the August colum:

With a litfle help from his wife’s cousin in Zurich,
he's translated the instructions and put them on a
disk in Ascii, Protext and Timeworks formats. Nice
one, Fred!

It's certainly cleared up one or two points. The files
have been given to the ST Club and are available,
along with the Kadinski program, on disc MID.50.
More from the ST Club on 0602 410241.

@ ['ve got fo mention this! Included in a recent press
release from Casio was news of a new personal
stereo. The W880 has few frlls - Bass Boost and Auto

Stop - but look at the price - £7,99! Available at a
hifi dealer near you.

@ Gaijits have released yet another update to
Sequencer One Plus - v1.2. Main improvements are
the addition of keyboard shortcuts for menu bar
operations. But the good news is - the update is free
fo those who have joined the Automalic Update
Scheme. More from Gaijits on 061-236 2515.

® The trouble with buying hi tech gear is that it soon
goes out of date and loses its value. Ampsound, fairy
godmothers that they are, have come up with a solufion.

If you buy some gear from them ~ this essentially
means anything with a serial number - ond return it
to them in working nick five years later, they will give
You back what you paid for it

Pity they won’t work this in refrospect. I've a lot of
gear which isn't worth the cardboard box it's resting
in under the stairs. More form Ampsound on 0727
50075

Sample Fever®

Sample CDs are now big business with several
companies very active in the market. We've
looked af two of these CDs i this column. Both
cost a fidy £49.95 but offered excellent value
for money containing 1,000 samples!

I've just received three new CDs from Time +
space which contains some super loops as
well s sounds effects and off-the-wall stuff.
And they're cheaper!

Looping (629.95) contains over one hour of
material - 250 loops, snare fills, background
loops, effect loops, ambient FX, techno beas,
subsonic waves and so on. There are ako lofs
of individual drum sounds

Inspiration

The really nice thing is that many of the
tracks suggests bass and lead lines. They're
actually a great source of inspiration.

There is also a Loop Classics CD (£25) con-
taining 75 classic rhythm breaks in stereo last-
ing around 30 seconds each. This wasn't in the
review pack but if it's anything like the Loop
CD it'll be well worth a listen.

Bizarre Planet (£35) is another hour plus col-

lection of sounds. This time It's weird and won- |

derful oufer space sounds — subsonic waves, |

phased noises, computer vocals (actually, your
ST can do these just as well by itself), bubbles,
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flanged sounds, atmospheres, sequences,
planetary machines (), and electronic percus-
sion. f you're looking for something a ltfle dif-
ferent, check this out.

Time + Space also has a CD called
science Fiction (835) confaining space and
electronic FX but this wasn't in the review
pack, either.

The final set is Sound FX Collection (539.95)
which contains not one but two CDs contain-
ing over two hours of materiall The fracks are
civided info seven sections - office and indus-
fry, sports and leisure, house and garden,
nature and suroundings, moreover (a colec-
fion of misceliany), human, and transport and
faffic.

You want ambience? Here it i, from a game
of ping pong to a showing being tumed on
and off and someone brushing their teeth (is
that an Oral B40 | detect?),

There's lofs of afmospheric sounds such as
wind, rivers, sea, surf garden and country
sounds. There's even a sample of a cat and a
vacuum cleaner (no, the connection escapes
me, 100),

The only niggle is the fact that some of the
sub-grouping are spread over the two CDs
which means changing them if you want fo
sample (hal) al the sounds in one section

Sampling is an undiscovered art form. You can
be very creative with it - tuming breaking glaiss
and a blowed bottle into a scraped flute
sound, for example (well, you can fry). In an
ideal world, musicians would have to time to
create their own samples. In our world this is
not always the case.

Besides, how many plates will your betfer
half/parents allow you fo break to create the
ultimate “broken crockery” sample?

No, sample CDs are an excellent
way to access the sort of sounds which would
be very difficult if not impossible to sample

yourself.
Dedicated

These CDs are not beyond the pocket of the
dedicated samplist armed with an ST-based
sampler although, in truth, the quality of the
CDs exceeds the quality of most computer-
based samplers.

If you're really keen, you can buy the five
CD sets for £139 which is aimost like buying four
and getting the fifth one free. I'll let you sort
that out with your bank manager. I'm just won-
dering how fo work a flushing foilet sample info
my latest techno dance mega mix.

More from Time + Space, PO Box 306,
Berkhampstead HP4 3EP. Tel: 0442 870681,
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et's face it - DOS is an

unfriendly system and few

of us actually enjoy hang-

ing about on the operat-
ing system level.

Keen fo get a “proper” program
going, we content ourselves with
learning the basic disk and file
management commands such as
DIR and CD and have no desire fo
dwell on the more obscure sections
of the DOS manual.

This is @ big mistake, however, as
DOS s @ very flexible and powerful
operating system which will richly
repay the effort to come fo grips
with ifs less obvious features. A few
hours spent getting to know the
command prompt can even save
youmoney.

Save meney? Yes, indeed. Now
that | have your attention let me
show you how simple DOS level
commands can provide a useful
telephone number lookup facilty
without the need to invest in any
utilty software.

Begin by entering, in random
order, the names and numbers of
your fiiends and business contacts,
and saving this o a disk file named
“phone” on drive C:

saith, Alan 081678429
Black, Jobn  021-427888
Ktari UK 0753533344

Arnor 0733-68909
To sort these info order, enter the
“filter” command SORT in the fol-
lowing fashion:

Osort Iz K N,'xafind "htari" phone

and the screen wil display:

Atari UK 0753-533344

With a long list of contacts, you
will want to stop the display from
scrolling thiough by using another
filter command, More, fo restrict
the display to a screenful at  fime:

bsort sart pra

This example just scratches the sur-
face of the power of the DO fiter
commands FIND, SORT and MORE,
of course. Combined with input and
output redirsction and the abiity o
wiite batch files containing these
commands, you can write fairly
complex utifies with & minimum of
programmirg knowledge.

So dig out that manual - you
should have one if you ocquired
your operating system disks legally
- you did, didn’t you? - and have
ago; DOS doesn't bite!

Getting to
know DOS

1t's all very well emulating other
computers such as the IBM or the
Apple Macinfosh and running
their software, but what if you
want to use the files generated
backin Atari mode?

File transfer between the differ-
ent operating systems can be
one of the greatest headaches of
the emulation game, especially
with graphics as there is no equiv-
alent of the Ascii standard for
fext.

Stripped

But Ascii - also known as “text
only” or “raw text” — means word-
processor files stripped of all their
formatting and text effects such
as italics or bold for emphasis.

Re-inserting these manually
can be a cumbersome process
and you need to have a prinfout
of the original file to know where
all the formatting instructions
were supposed fo go.

Some wordprocessors offer an
alternative to Ascii, however,
designed specifically for export-
ing text to another application:
the "Rich Text Format” (RTF).

It works by replacing the pro-
gram'’s own formatting codes into
plain text instructions within the

At e

normal Ascii character range,
which the receiving program can
then in tum translate info ifs own
control codes

The only ST software | know of
which supports automatic RTF
import is Protext, but any word-
processor or indsed desktop
publisher can be used providing
its search-and-replace function
permits the insertion of non-print-
able control codes

Just tell it o replace "\tab"
with @ tabulator code. *\par”
with single or double carriage
refums, and so on.

Finally, delete the paper size
and font information at the top of
the RTF file (unless you are wiling
and able to franslate these as
well, of course - with some pro-

| e original text fite, written

and ifalics.
Exporting ihe file as Ascil

fo the ST environment,

these features would

normally get stripped out.

Ee=

Ginter Minnerup brings you some

hot database and wordprocessing

emulation tips in the most upfront

lation

in the b

e
SR R R ———
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eI ura ransiate 1to {6 o con

Profexi can
hanlle RTF files
il Tt througn ts
Convert utility, but
for demonstratic

ey

b
i

Rich nF
! I "“::::.',.E
groms it can be done), and your
file will be back to ifs original
state, or at least something very
close to if, in only a fiaction of
the time normally required with
standard Ascil

Get wrriting 2@
Remember this page s for you —
if you have a problem with any
aspect of DOS, Apple Mac or
indeed any other emulation on
your ST, let me know and Il
endeavour to find the solution
for you.

Perhaps you have a handy fip.
to share with other users, or have
discovered a hitherto unknown
feature - again, drop me a line
and I'll let the world know.

| cannot possibly try all emula-
tors with all conceivable hard-
ware peripherals and software
configurations, so any reports of
incompatibilities and problems
with certain combinations are
always welcome,

Write to Gunter Minnerup,
Emulation Aspects, cfo the edi-
torial address, or send email to
gminnerup@cix. Please under-
stand, though, that | cannot nor-
mally respond individually, and
that copy for this page is written
well in advance so it may well
take a couple of months or so
until your idea or query appears
in print.

Atari ST User Nover
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ARE YOU CRAZY?

If you don’t buy software at this price — you must be!

PDSSC has a MASSIVE range of PD & Shareware, we have SEVEN years
experience in selling software at great value for money. Why pay more?
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Your job gining DONE show completed transfers): H
open ftp,coe.nontana, edu
o we
ass andre€ci;
td /nulx/Sl‘ﬁKTlEKlst (I\IIHCXD PS-508
DONE get sttng-5.ps

NEAn+ ¥

The commands used fo access FTP Email servers vary
slightly from machine to machine. The Imperial
College server uses the following commands:

reply-to Emai-adafess> This fells the server where it should send ifs responses.

The ftp log contains
Connecting to ftp.coe.nontana.edu

-
331 suest login ok, send eon
> PASS indreﬁc\x lunnullrk
230 Guest looto ok,

t
150 tpening BIVARY nace
Got 435562 butes (3722 bytes/sec)
226 Transfer conplete,

-t

220 pdg.coe.nontana,edu FTP server (Version 6.9 Thu Oct 10 1991) ready.
-nail address as password,

restrictions apply.
> 30 /ol nlsmmwst LS S

ssful
257)"/nuh/S1IK|KEKIst tng/HCSB-PS-508" is current directory,
data connection for sttng=5.ps (435562 bytes).

s smatioshia Wi 4o ool survel N WAl il sael Yol a il
ession

en you
log of the FIP session. This is useful if the s

Global files

ast month, if you recall,

we discussed the Atari

Archive  system in

America, and the Bart
Email server which accesses the
material stored there. This site acts
as an ideal repository for Ata
related files, but what if you want to
ook for other material?

There are a number of sites ol
over the world which provide
access to much larger stores of
files, usually using a system known
as FIP - File Transfer Protocol. This
allows any Unix computer in the
world fo login and download files
from other Unix machines, normally
via high-speed Intemnet links.

Of course, this is all well and
good if you happen fo have a Unix
machine casting several thousand
pounds sitting In your front room!

You don't? Well, neither do most
other people, which hos prompted
a number of public-spiited groups
1o allow the use of their site’s spare.
capacity fo fetch files, and Email
them directly fo your mailbox.

Free Email

One such group is the UK Unix
User Group, based at Imperial
College in London. Their service is
available to any UK site with which
they can exchange free Email - so
that allows access from Fidonet BBS
sites, larger services such as CiX,
and any other bulletin boards
which can send mail to their
Internet address.

I've been asked to point out that

the fipmail service is provided on a
“best effort” basis, and neither
Imperial College nor the UKUUG will
guarantee the service, nor be held
liable for its use. They are offering
an exceptionally useful faciiity, so
please don't abuse if.

To access the ftpmail server, al
you need to do is send an Email
message fo the address
ftomail@doc.ic.ac.uk. The mes-
sage should contain @ short series
of commands telling the server
where the material you want is
located, and the required file-
names.

Commands
If you send an empty or erro-
neous message, fptmail will

respond by sending you back a list
of available commands.

For example, there is an archive
site in the USA, called ffp.coe.mon-
tana.edu, which stores episode
guide information on dozens of TV
series.

As a big Star Trek: The Next
Generation enthusiast, | was espe-
cially interested in a 500-page
guide to the series, updated
monthly with all the very latest
information.

To access thse files, | sent the

open sitename
mame password

cd directory.

dir directory

get flename

compress

mode binary

mode ascil
uuencode

btoa

force uuencode

force bfoa
quit

Othenwise, it will fry to work out your address using the

Frcm ine in your Email message.

ecifies the remofe FIP site which contains the

e Vou want. I s s provides ononymos FIP faclk
ies (most do), you should omit both the username ond

word secfions.

Tels the system in which directory the files you require

are located. Note that Unix systems aliow upper and

lower case ditectory and filenames ~ for example, @

directory called PUBLIC is different fo cne name

public

Asks for a listing of ol the filenames in the specified

directory. If you don’t give a directory name you will

receive alisting for the system'’s current directory.

Requests a file to be send fo you. You ccn specify a

directory here if you wish, but it's optional if you've

alteady set it using the cd command.

If the fle you are requestingis a large Asciltext file, you

might prefer the system to compress it before sending ~

itlsave you a fortune in download felephone bills!

Tels the system that the files it will be fefcring contain

binary dota (programs, ARCed files, etc) rather than

plain Ascil fext. Normally you can omit fhis command,

and binary mode will be assumed.

As above, but specifies Ascil text files.

Tells the system fhat any binary files it fefches should be

encoded using fhe uuencode ufiify before being sent

10 you by Emall.

Tells the system fo use the BTOA utiity for encoding

Sinesyjfles If s probok v Essiie e Gt

uencode

Requests that every file sent back (even directory list-

ings) should be uuencoded. You'll only need o use fhis

if your maller seems to be having trouble with retumed

flles.

As above, but forces the use of the BTOA profocol.

End of Instructions. Anything after a quit command will
be ignored.

following Email message to ffp-
mail@doc.ic.ac.uk, and within an
hour or two, several large mes-
sages appeared in my mailbox!

reply=to andredcix. canpulink.co.uk
open ftp. coe.nontana.edu
4 o STARTRER 1 nghcs-15-508

get sting-1.9s
get sttng-2.ps
get sting-3.ps
get sting-4.ps
get sting=5.ps
auit

You'll notice the compress and
uuencode commands. The com-
press option works rather like the
ARC program used on our

André Willey shows you how to

gain access fo exc

ing files

from all over the world

Atari ST User

CoverDisks, packing large files
down 5o they can be downloaded
faster.

You'll need to get a copy of
COMPRESS.TIP (from your favourite
BBS) in order to uncompress these
files. The uuencode command
forces these binary files to be
sent over the Email network as
plain Ascii text, and requires a simi-
lar UUDECODE program fo unpack
them (as described last month).

Message

Some files may be tco big to be
sent back as a single message, so
the system will automatically split
them into several parts which can
be put together again later using a
text editor.

If the parfs are uuencoded, just
save each message to disk using
filename extenders .UAA, .UAB,
WUAC and so on. The decoder pro-
gram will sort them all out for you.
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PUBLIC DOMAIN,
LICENCEWARE,
SHAREWARE

NEW LOWER PRICES - 1-4 DISKS = £2 each -

Our new, custom written, disk based catalogue details hun-
dreds of disks including Budgie UK, Shoestring and Zenobi
ranges.

| [ RiNG,

ACCOUNTS

K DEMONSTRATION DISKS

BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEMS
CHEMIS®

CLIP ART
COMMUNICATIONS

FONT DISKS — us
FONT DISKS — SIGNUM
FONT DISKS — VARIOUS
FOOTBALL
GAMES — ADVE!

AD

'S BASIC PROGRAMMING PACK

W,
PO39 0BX

'WRITE, OR FAX FOR YOUR FREE COPY

* Same day despatch by 1st Class Post
* Computerised order processing

* Free catalogues

* 19,000 Atari customers at last count

rope’s No.1 PD supplier

OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS

Europe (& Eire) — Add 10% to total.
Rest of World — Add 25% to total.

RING, WRITE OR FAX FOR FREE CATALOGUE

Geemmaione, . Tels 0983
The Broadway,

Fax: 0983

EDUCATION PACK 1

5 dlsks Al ot educational programs for
3- olds. Includes Kidpotato,
idsAnc, Kldskc(ch Kidstory, Kidsons,

Numeric Go Kiapuolisher,
Number Maze, Kidmusic, Kidpiano,
Kidgraph, Kidgrid 2, Colouring Book,
Shipwrecked. ONLY £10.00

EDUCATION PACK 2
7 great games for 3-7 year olds that are
exclusive to MTS. Gone Fishing, Play
Time, Sun Spinner, Kid Grid, Find the
Picture, Find the Word, What's Missing.
LY £10.00

CLIP ART PACK

10 disks of Clip Art compressed on to 5
double sided disks (TWY format) plus an
exii= ek chicmal comerters Thew b
a vast amount of Clip Art here covering
a large range of subjects. Ideal for all

Deskiop Publishing packages.
ONLY £15.00

85 Calamus Font sets supplied on 5
doliele sided disks: Varlows sfarchrd
efaces plus lots and lots of
fancy styes. can aiso be converted for
other formats if you have the appropri-
ate converters.

ONLY £10.00

C PROGRAMMING PACK
5 disks devoted to_learning 'C’.
Sozobon C; complete C programming
environment incorporating compiler,
linker and optimiser. This has been set
up and s ready to use. Tutorial: com-
plete tutorial complete with example
programs for you to compile. Example
Programs: a set of sraded programs for
u to work through. Each program
introduces new concepts.
ONLY £10.00

STOS PROGRAMMING

5 disks devoted to STOS Basic. STOS
Tutor: shows how to use all the instiuc-
tions. Shoot-em-up Builder Kit: com-
plete kit to help you progiam
shoot-em-up games. STOS Adventure
Creator: great adventure games with
case. STOS Spe:

756056 = EX
755800

5-9 DISKS = £1.75 each - 10+ disks = £1.50 each

Buy with confidence: We sell more ZZSoft
roducts than any other UK company.

1 1l teabured deshiop pibihns syt
that produces shining results on 9 pi

to produce newsletters, magazines, letter-
heads, etc
ONLY £19.95 (+ a free disk of clip art)

EASY TEXT PROFESSIONAL
The new professional version of Easy Text
Plus. Far too many features to ist here so
please ring for full details. Requires 1Mb

memory.
ONLY £39.99 (+ 2 free disks of clipart)
'EXTRA FONTS AVAILABLE FOR ALL EASY TEXT DIP

MACHINE CODE

A complete assembly language programming
environment_for the beginner and
Intemectate ST Proaramimer. Lear sserbrer
‘easy way, step-by-step!
BOOK COMPLETE WITH DISK! only £19.99

(over
The comprehensive book introduces the
reader via many assembly language examples
how to program the ST. No knowledge of
assembler is assumed. All examples in the
book are held on disk and can be assembed
usig the supplid text editor and assemtler.
sk also contains a complete resource
Constoction ki for produey diiog borcs,
menus etc.
1 to program like the professionals!
Registers, GENDOS, XBIOS, GRAPHICS,
DOWN MENUS, DIALOG (gt
much, much m

BAY COMPUTER PRODUCTS
FOOTBALL POOLS PREDICTOR
Win the football pools with this excellent
prediction program.
ONLY £15

PERSONAL DATABASE +
Names and address database

in word processor for letters, e
labels, etc.

ONLY £19.99

BLANK DISKS
Highest quality blank disks supplied
with labels & protective wallets.
10 D!sks

ak: i
in your programs. Example Programs:
lots of examples.
ONLY £10.00

GFA PROGRAMMING
5 disks devoted to GFA Basic. Tutori
step-by-step introduction to GFA
Example Programs: lots and lots of

programs from the official GFA user
mag. GFA Expert: manual and example
programs that cover slightly more
advanced features of GFA. Gemdos
fe: invaluable information.

ONLY £10.00

Coloured Disk Labels
50

Tractor Disk Labels
100......
200.

Atari ST/STE Dust Cover.
Mous:
Joysnck/Mouyz Extension Lea
ALL OF THE ABOVE — ONLY £9. w

Atari ST User November] 992
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Design a fTont

The PCG Font Designer has been around for some fime but with the
recent boom In the number of outline fonts available in the public
domain, it s really starting fo come into its own for me.

Basically the Font Designer program lets you load outiine fonts in its
own propretary format, ECF, and edit them fo your hearts content.
There are even global editing commands to expand or compress font
widiths,

Great, | hear you say. but how many people feel like designing their
own font from scratch? Not many, of course, but the best bit about Font
Designer is fs range of conversion utilies.

Outline fonts in Calamus, PostScript Type 1 and Fagestream format
can be fresly converted to any of the other formats - instantly moking
several hundred PD fypefaces available fo users of Calomus, Didot and

Pagestream. You can buy disks full of CFN fonts from any good ST-based
PD library and there are plenty of interesting PostScript fonts available
from PC-based lioraries.

Another bonus is the abilty o create bifmapped Pagesfraam fonts

ich are much faster to load and

redvuw on the screen. The program
costs £100 and is available from
PCG, 11 Marsh Street, Earrow-in-
Furness, Cumbria LA14 2AE or tele-
l phone 0229 836957.
Coming into ifs.
own - PCG’s.
font utility

here is a certain thrill that

comes with the acquisi-

fion of a new typeface,

especially one of the
more aesthefically pleasing classi-
cal designs, but there are dangers
too.

The wrong choice of typeface
can ruin a perfectly good docu-
ment and as our collections get
larger, more mistakes are made.

Over the next few months, I'l be
looking at several different type-
face categories and discussing fhe
fight way to use them.

Nothing will be written on tablets
of stone - improvisation and experi-
mentation is the key to good
design - but hopefuly it will provide
a starting point for many of you
who are just starting to expand
your font collections.

The most widely used fypefaces
are undoubtedly the common or
garden serif typefaces which are
used as body text in magazines,
newspapers and books.

Most common of all is Times
Roman, also known as Dutch in
many GDOS applications and Serif
in Timeworks 2. This broad category
of typefaces can, however, be
divided up into three smaller cate-
gories - Old Style, Transitional and
Moderm.

Presses

Old Style typefaces were used
on the very first printing presses and
the category includes Garamond,
Caslon, Goudy, Bembo, Plantin
and Cloister Old Style, typefaces
which are just as popular today as
they were then. Caslon and
Garamond are my own personal
favourites but they are all very
attractive.

Most of the Old Style typefaces
are beautiful, elegant faces with a
well rounded appearance. There is
very little contrast between the

Choosing fonts

Do

i e T

Garamond Antiqua
Stempel Garamond

[*] Examples here lm:luds

The italic versions are character-
istically angular with exaggerated
serifs, very useful for captions or

Antiaua verion and
some PostScript
variations

mphasising sections of text. The
disadvantage of an Old Style type-
face as body textis that the page
can look a little grey owing to the
uniform strokes.
Modern Serif typefaces are
opposite in appear-

body textin
Didof
Professional

thick and the thin strokes and the
seilfs are relatively heavy.

This is itself a reflection of the
technology avcilable at the time -
Hhin strokes and delicate serifs were
virtually impossble on the earliest
hond-built printing presses.

This can provide an advantage
for those of you with low resolution
printers - Old Siyle typefaces tend
to reproduce far better than later,
more delicate siyles,

Old Style typefaces are best
used for text-heavy documents

Class

o de forges, Bodont P e Bodont Poce
i e e :‘:‘..n,m Sl
g Sk 1o

Bk o pte Bl ok ek s
oy peade Ve

such as newsletters, books and
business reports. Such conservative
typefaces can actually help con-
vey stabilty and authority in a pub-
lication and many scientific and
technical books and journals use
Old Style typefaces for body text

In the 15th and 16th century,
when they were first infroduced,
many of the typefaces were used
in subheadings and titles and the
upper case lefters can be used
quite naturally for relatively unob-
frusive crossheadings.

ying type is the first step

towards understanding its use, says

Andrew Wright. Can you tell your

Old Styles from your Transitionals

ance - there is a strong contrast
between thick and thin strokes and
the serifs themselves tend fo be
rather more ostentatious.

They can make pagss look very
black and action-packed - not
bad for boxed out sections of text
but firesome when there is a lot of
text on a page.

Serifs

Personally | would avoid using a
Modem Serif typeface for body text,
preferiing instead to use faces such
«as Bodoni, Didot and New Century
Schoolbook for subheadings or
attention-grabbing purgoses.

Most of you will have guessed
that the most widely used type-
faces fall somewhere in between
the Old Style and Modern
classifications.

This category is called
Transitional and it encompasses a
wide range of good, solid type-
faces such as Times Roman,
Century Old Style and Baskerville.

The typefaces are moderately
stressed with smooth, even strokes.
The serifs are visible but not osten-
tatious and the characters look
well balanced and refined. In fact,
they are probably the most read-
able of all typefaces.

Atari ST User




081-686 8121

CGS-ComputerBild, the company that brought professional design and
retouching software to the Atari ST(E)/TT, now present an inexpensive,
integrated, computer animation system that will transform your desktop!

Special Offers
**Retouche The Digital Reprostudio is now only £99.00! Offer available while stocks last**
**Also available Epson GT6000 24Bit A4 Colour Scanner incl. software only £865.00**
Call us today for further details or to place your order
All prices quoted are exclusive of VAT

Animation Collection: 'A Design / Retouching Collection:
Prism Paint £49.00 eRetouche £99.00
eChronos-3D Key Frame Animator £150.00 CA ®Retouche Professional B/W £676.00
®Rosetta File Translator £40.00 €8s Computersid eRstouche Professional CD £1069.00
Prism Render £55.00 19 Ledbury Place eDidot LineArt £200.00
@Render for Sculpt £3500 Croydon eDidot Professional B/W £320.00
Cybersculpt £35.00 e e eDidot Professional CD £661.00
®Galactic Tool Chest £35.00 Fax: 081-666 0405 ®GT JetScan 3i (pson Scanner Software)  £150.00

LANGUAGES & COWPILERS

Technamx L x e NOWS27900  Mark Wiliams C v

o Becoens s G 9% NEW [ ‘Board Design). -LAB Creat NOWS18500  Mark Wiliams C Source Debi
‘Small Business Accounts Extra.. Megapaint I 4. % -LAB Na\amr A\pha Vi Nowtinge

Cashbook Combo Pack..... 995 apar ional V... -LAB Unitor

Plus v3.13. £79, 'swaeuaywe

noertg £3495 ¥ Prospero Toakt

tereo Replay £7500 8 i

uarel £3895 2 Hio High Speed Pasca v 51
intepreter

Dt WORD PROCESSORS 2l
: s
EV%‘:IEGB: 5 C!\I\ Y hsi Id. NGWEHQDO N

COMPUTERS AND PRINTEK g 518 K i
DESKTOP PUBLISHING *Alan 520STE Star & Protext £10900 & 1.

Calamus v1.08n 213000 T Al 1M STE at's Wi 0 ¥ GFA
Gaanus S 00 5 A 2o STE 17995 & GEA b e |

jestream r MPE Forth 83 (GEM).
pretar. .

Dan Manager Professional

TLES IN STOCK

Y O

nmmne DTP .

00 R P20 Laser = § MEGA STEs IN STOCK!
g Gov HardDives s s fom B
B ———— 58 S -l Cee - 3 0763 262582
Lo";.snx Vis, 24995 ﬂmowsmﬂ Hia00 Ewguls 11 1000b O FAX 0163 263488

WE DESPATCH ANYWHERE WORLDWIDE WEEKLY
IMMEDIATE DESPATCH (subject to availabi
ORDERS WELCOME FROM EDUOATION GOVT. & BFPO
Allrices nclude VAT & delivery N ges on European orders @
e e A A e i

EXTRAS
NVOL.. TELEX 817932 CAMTEC-G
SLEDd 7
24-HOUR ORDER LINE

0763 263127

Cambridge Business Software.
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ordprocessors,

databases, spread-

sheets, and so on are

generically useful in
business, but what if your needs are
specialised? How do you go about
finding that special piece of soft-
ware, and what are your options if
your needs are unique?

The answer may well lie in soft-
ware specifically written for your
sort of business. For instance, an
insurance salesman has com-
pletely different needs from that of
the local newsagent. but both will
be using a dotabase of some sort,
tailored  to their specific
requirements.

The first thing to do is fo ask oth-
ers in the same line of business
what, if anything, they use. The ST
has been around for long enough
now that a wide range of spe-
cialised software has already been
wiitten for if. Try letters pages and|
bulletin boards, and you might just
strike lucky.

Assuming you do find someone
with the soffware you need, the
next problem is where to obtain a
copy for yourself. If you're buying
from an individual, make sure you
receive the whole package includ-
ing the manuals and origina disks,

Destroy

The original owner must also
destroy all backups and other
copies at the same time. It's also
worth checking that the owner is
allowed to re-sell. Some software
contracts prohibit this.

Using pirared software to run
your business is never a good idea
- it can bankrupt you. At the very
least you'll have to destroy or hand
over every copy of the software
you possess, including your working
copy, to whoever does own the
copyright.

Think of the disruption to your
business that might cause! The
alternative is to pay for it all over
again, and at the proper price to
boot. For your own peace of mind,
make absolutely certain that the
seller owns the copyright.

No two businesses are exactly
alike, so parts of the software that
are vital to you might have been
barely tested before you start using
them. What co you do if you have
a problem or find a bug? Is support
available - is the seller capable of
supporting you? - and if so, on
what terms?

Software support can be an
expensive and time consuming

Horses for
courses

business, so don't be surprised if
you are asked fo pay for if. It's not
unusual for support and mointe-
nance of speciclised software to
cost more than the software itseff.

Find out what fo do if you come
across any bugs. Will the supplier or
the original software author fix
them for you? Wro pays?

It's vitally important fo ask these
questions, and to get satisfactory
answers to them - preferably in
writing - before you buy, other-
wise you might find
you've made an
expensive
mistake. ’

ideally you'll
find a piece of
software that
does exactly
what you need
at a price you
can afford and
with full techni-
cal backup. It's
more likely that
the software will
do most of what
you need it to, but not everything.

Even when the software is ideal,
no two businesses develop in
exactly the same way, so it's
almost certain that at some time in
the future you are going fo need
fo have changes made fo it

Specialised packages are writ-
ten by all sorts of seople - software
houses and one-man-band pro-
grammers - either under confract
to someone like yourself, or to sell
on for themselves. People in your
line of business might also write
software for their own use.

Software houses and individuol
programmers are usually more

than happy fo oblige - after all,
wiiting software is their profession ~
but arranging for changes fo be
made to software written by some-
body else in your line of business
can cause many, many problems.
Software writing isn't their profes-
sion. Are they capable of making
the changes you
need? Even if they
do have the neces-
sary technical skills,
are they willing to do
the work, and do
they have suffi-
cent time to
do a good job
for you as well
s running their
main business?
Also, do you
want a poten-
tial rival know-
ing exactly
how you run
your business?
Whoever
you buy the
software from,
ask them if you have access to the
source code for it. Scftware houses
are usually reluctant fo do this, to
say the least, but do fry to ensure
that you are guaranteed a copy of
the source code if they go bust, or
decide to stop supporting the
package for whatever reason.
ne-man-band programmers
are usually willng to sell the source
code to you as an optional extra -
usually a very expensive extra - but
again moke sure that you are enti-
fled to it for free if they are unable
to do any more work on it them-
selves for whatever reason.
When you are buying from

A computer is only as good as the

software it runs. Getting the right

packages for your business is

extremely important.
Pat Winstanley has a few pointers

somebody else in your line of busi-
ness, it is vital that the source code
be included in the price, even if
they are willing to make any
changes you might requie.

What if there is no software
available to do what you want -
what are your options? Basically
you have two choices - write it
yourself, or get somebody else fo
do this for you.

There isn’t the spacs here to
give you a detailed run down on
how fo go about wiifing your own
software, but the “software devel-
opment cycle” as it's called is an
area where a little knowledge can
go a long way if somebody else is
doing the coding for you

Half decent

Start by wiiting down in a single
sentence what it is you want the
software to do for you. For exam-
ple: “"Automate the commission
records and payments for my
multi-level marketing scheme.”

Then list, in rough order of prior-
ity. what the software must do to
achieve this, such as:

Record each sale by me

Record each of my distributors
sales

Keep a list of customers and their

purchast
Calculate my commission on every

sale
Calculate my distributor's commis-
sion on their sales

andso on.

Believe it or not, you now have a
basic software specification - and
some very big applications have
been wiltten from less!

The next step is to think about how
you will use the software. Think about
how you already do what you wil
be asking the software to do.

You'll very likely find this exercise
useful in itself, even If the software
never gets wiltten! Then write and
draw diagrams, whichever is the
clearest way, fo give a description
of the exact process of what you
want the software fo actieve.

Andiif you think of better ways of
doing this meanwhile, implement
them now, manually, before
you've engaged a programmer.
It's virtually impossible and
extremely expensive tryirg to com-
puterise a moving farget!

Armed with your specification
and description, you can go about
finding someone o wiite the soft-
ware — which is the subject of next
month's column.

Atari ST User N



* Kk Increase POOLS winning chances * %

POOLSBUSTER™ & POOLSPLAN

Increase your chances and have fun all at the same time, with these
extremely user-friendly programs.
POOLSBUSTER. Its stil the best, it can still be easily configured for any
country. Predicts Homes/Draws/Aways/Fixed odds. Allows you to create your
own divisions! Updates and fine tunes itsell. ST £23.50, PC £35.25.
POOLSPLANNER. Siill the only capable program to create the best possible
permutations to your heart's desire. It comes with popular paper plans &
EUROSTAR'S special plans. ST £23.50, PC £35.25.

Buy both — ST at only £35.25. PC at only £49

115 the wisest investment towards your jackp

EUROSTAR aims t0 get you the cheapest prices for all hardware & software.
or details please call us or write to us.
Send cheques/PO’s to
Eurostar C.C. Ltd (DPT ST12) Unit 7, 10-18 Manor Gardens, London N7 6JY.
Tel: 071-272 8944. Fax: 071-272 9160

P —————————

|THE FUTURE NOW

Produce your own personality profiles
Forecast the future for individuals

"Professional Reportwrite"

awarded GOLE AWARD from ST FORMAT magazine with @ 90% STF

| 1cting. This package produces reports uing a unique but simple system |
of Astrology and includes a personal licence 1o sell reports. Package
price with felephone support: £395 plus VAT,
For defails of how 1o obtain your own sample report and information
about software for ATARI, Macintosh and 1BM compafible corrputer

| Sstems telspnons or e o

| 0276 22000 :

I MAGIC SPACE PROMOTIONS, STREET HOUSE, THURSLEY,
DALMING, SURREY GU8 6QE

AL L L e

ATARI REPAIRS

Atari Approved Service Centre
All Atari products repaired, Computers, Printers,
Monitors, Disk Drives etc
Atari trained engineers
All work fully guaranteed
Free estimates
Full range of ST's repaired
Let us take the effort out of your repairs.
Collection and delivery arranged at a very itive rate

ST UPGRADES AND REPAIRS!
 STE MEMORY MODULES (Simm and Sip)
512K~ POA.
2Meg - POA.
* CHIPS TO UPGRADE ST MEMORY
512K~ POA.

2Meg~POA.
* REPAIRS — Phone for details

AVON MICRO CENTRE
Unit 4, Western Road Industrial Esate,
Stratford-upon-Avon, Wanwickshire CV37 0AH
Telephone: 0789 292269 -
Members of Countdown

»
PENGE TV AND VIDEO SERVICES
49 PArisH LANE, PENGE, LONDON SE20 7LJ
081-659 2851
Please make cheques payable to "BREVCO" Thankyou.

DATAPLEX g
COMPUTERS LTD. MonFri
129 Bath Road, 19 High Street, 930-5.30

Slough, Swindon, 9.30 - 4.30
Berkshire con;
SL13UW Wilts Consumables
£2.50
Tel: 0753535557 Tel: 0793488448 | marcware
Prices excluding VAT £9.0

RUTLAND COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD

30 Buckminster Close IRIcEs IN%&;‘? N

Melton Mowbray i i
Leics. LE13 1ET £

1+ 250+ 500+

350D 41p...39p...37p

3.5° DD Colourec . 47p ..45p...41p

85p....70p...60p

I35 Disks are certfed 100% eror free
and are supplied vith labels.

Ganon 10 x. s16
MONITORS HP Deset 50 (B 290
Coiour 9

monior s eads sy e .£169

SC143¢ (Aar Colou), €% ‘Spesial Offer
S 144 At Mono) £119 £99.00
Allabove come complete with leads.

RAM UPGRADES

STE 1Mo each). 3900 LASER PRINTERS

Hewlot Packard IP.... 269
DISK DRIVES HPIL - £1089
OKiLaser 4 " 2499

1Meg 35" ntrnal, 2 £49.00

1Meog 35° Exteral - e HARD DRIVES

HARDWARE PRINTERS
T — e 2 0
and free box of disks and mouse mat. ol
Aai ic Pac £209 Star 20
MEGA STE Citizen 1240, £155
e ol e

2RRRRERIE
SHEHEEsEEEESREY

3.5 720K 52154 80,0
5.25" 64 Amsed oo 120,00
525" 154 ToshaLapiop £120.0|

(CANON BUBBLEJET CARTRIDGES |
BJ10E.

RogRE!

LASER TONER CARTRIDGES
CanoHP Sere ... 6800
Epson GO3500. 21800

saggn

gupoppEnzEIRD
A

HET

st s g s

ACCESSORIES

Mouse st 0 52Mo 1o
Unbranded 35° disks, box of 10 €600 105MbSCSI
ST Priner Lad £500
Aar Meuse. £19.00 Megafiefor ST range
400 30Mb Hard dis. s
25,00 GO Hard isk 289
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059
ol Sofvar - £48.5
s PHONE 0664 500878
or FAX 0664 4105“:2'1

P 10

Callers Welcome —
e Office Hours 9am-7pm Mos




fnr a draw:
o Antornitle bl opdate: Trntont fo
ST/Amiga & PC 514 99

Golf Database System

cards on up to 300 different and get

and round for up 0 900 players. The KlL\l
ST/Amiga & PC £14.9

can input all thei
on each ¢
Program for golf socie

Send cheques/PO’s payable to SSD at
24 Cannix Close, Stevenage, Herts SG2 9AN. (0438) 351996
ol i

Advertisers'
Index

ATARISY

TEACH YOURSELF with our STARTER PACK
Comprises a simple program to calculate a horoscope,
an introductory booklet & 2 self-teaching programs
(how to interpret the horoscope).

Only £12.50 - No

Payment by Access/Visa, Cheque, elc.

Or send for free catalogue of our wide range of programs for
PROFESSIONAL ASTROLOGERS isae (36p— about 9"x 7).
Progression, transits, harmonics, midpoints, etc.
Supert \graphics, 5000 year ephemeris, aic rom £26).

0 GRAPHOLOGY, NUMEROLOGY, etc

ASTROCALC
(DEPT STU), 67 Peascroft Road, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts, HP3 8ER, England. Tel/Fax: 0442 251809

Astrocalc. 111 Magic Space

ACS Electronic: 63  Microdeal

Analogic A3 MJC Supplie

Amor. 8  MT Software

Avon Micro Centre 110 PDSSC

Cambridge Business S/ware.108  Penge TV + Video..... =
Care Electronics... Power Computing 28
Computer Connections Prisma Software .
Computermates .... Rutland Computers....
Copycare Graphic: Silica Systems..

Database Direct......... Softmachine

Dataplex... Special Reserve.

Eurostar Computers.. STClub........

Evesham Micro Centre Strategy Software Design
First Choice..... The Upgrade Shop..
Floppyshop Titan Designs Ltd

Gasteiner. Weserve....

Gate Seven Computers 54 Wizard PD

Ladbroke Computing...34, 35, 36 Eagle Software..

LAPD. Premier Mail Order.

Byt ot bt i ndesd o o Mokt ot s o o You o Heol K
FloxiColour it and u
and prines ASGOOD AS A COLOUR PRINTER 1 your prinir Is not e beowplsse phone. Atart FlexiColout it fos Sta LCIO L3, s St 54 P, Bonn
1050/81, 1124 Epson FXB0, FXI00, LQBDDstc, Citizen 120D, 120+, NEC P, P+ Feas noe colour Kitscome competewithcoloured bbons. — COMPLETEKIT £5995
Don'tthrow away your plastc printer ribbon cases when the
F LE IT nbbcnwealsnm ust Eﬁ\empﬂ" take out the old ibbon and.
itwith anew one, ¢ simple. Full instructions suppli
SUPERB DUMPS [ i Normel k). Relnd 5995 Reloude 2395
FROM YOUR PRINTER [ i e v i e o e i o
Citizen Swift 4 Colour (Normal I Ink). Mlaad - £6.99...........5 Reloads — £29.95
Ink ribbons avallablem(ald Silver, Maguma Omnge Purple Brown, Green,
* Superb Colour/Mono Graphics Dumps. for a wide range of print
3 Yary Dump iz rom mm 0 10 metes in lngth Sy 99
* Select sect part of screen to be
riety of d d
WSl MLA T;‘Kﬁi&'; e AL SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
* Colour catalogue function. Put a e d:sk invend Flexidump will prink ) o ERINTON HORMAL FAFER IRON ON T-SHIRT
a miniature of each picture and print the tf o c>§;1;" ey
* Also includes a complete produmon lahel pmg olous Sar L0
* oma features include Text in & e, Miro, Uptu, Fil, 4 Colour Star L2003 P
,s elch, Du imp, lour Star LC200 9 Pin (Reload}
Au Caknlimoni 1 Aspecmauoox Deselec thi and Stetch the Colour Star LC200 24 P
* Ideal for use with T-Shirt printing ribbons. FlexiDump Plus (z Dlaks) 4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload)
Colour and Mono. 1 Colour Citizen 120D/Swift.
9and 24 pin drivers included only £39.95 1 gn{aur S]'fé' 1
olout allSar 24
INK]ET/BUBBLE)ET TWIN REFILL Kits 1 Gl Epon X80/ LTAA1540
yellow, S
Vgreen, B Euemincs euld Gk ud, daxk blue £14.98 oo P“’“ m“" £
G B]IanEx serlye vhen o 1 Colour Toran/Canon 10004
alll) Late p £1495a set
How to order: Enclose cheques/PO made \f'able to: e SRl it
ﬂ CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access isa, E et RIBBONSNOW AILABLE IN RED, BLUE GREEN, mwwN Netiow
CARE ELECTR e mn;ouw:mr:'mmcmrmu
Dept STU, 15 Holland Gardens, Garshon, Wamrd, Hens, WD26JN.| i RON: Carir b or TSROV 128
Tel: 0923 894064 _Fax: 0923 672102 50 001\’“' Pictures. £995

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE

111

Atari ST User November1992




Replay 16

Atlast, alow cost 16 bt sampling system or the Atari ST, featuring full 1 bt input and outpu,
in the same unt. The system comes complete with a sophisticated sample makinglediling!
program, superb digital Drum machine program, and a powerful MIDI keyboard emulation

program which Gives the user the ulimate i MIDI sampe conto
'HARDWARE - The 16 bit sampling urit plgs int the carticge potof he ST.

rom the sample
connectors. An Inputvoume controlis aso provided.

SOFTWARE - EDITOR - The sample editx is 2 ighly fleble WP stye

bit, but

ST READER OFFERS

Pro Punter

Pro-Punter is a remarkable piece of software that gives you a much higher
than average chance of winning on the horses.

Officially proven to the racing press and other
magazines by sending time and date franked
letters by Post Office mail, Pro-unter has
shown that it can predict winners

with remarkable accuracy.

And itis also cautious with your

e

sk, Voo oo, < e mlenng and 3D frequency
analysis » Cross fade looping _* Recor « Fast ForwardfRewind
VinGR e contos ang th, moch T ool

DRUMBEAT - A 4 vaice polyphonic Drum mecin with ul MIDI contrl. Up
1030 diferent reatime or
seplime. Sanples can be up to 1M i length each,

MDIPLAY ~ Flesible eyboard emuator wich can cope with up to 128 samples
in memory a once. Any sample can be assigned foany ot orrange of oles
in a9 ociave range. Midipiay can play up to 4 VOICEINOTE polyphoric wih3
leves vlogiy sensivy whie i sngle voice made. An advanced sample locp

postadkr Vi AUTOLOOP (g Crossing) detection is aso incorporated 0
52 loop paint ediing.

“The system runs on any ST or STE with 502K (Mb min is recommended), ard

Stereo Master

Stereo Master is the latest full feature Stereo
sound sampler for the Atari. Contains Dual
analogue to digital convertors, ensuring high
quality stereo from its twin phono irput
sockets, sampling anything fom a
portable CD player to live radio!

Also available Stereo Replay

Simm Module

Avies 512K RAM Upgrade (For STE only)

‘The Aries SIMM Upgrade is a ‘plug in' memory upgrade consisting of 2 SIMM boards
‘which will upgrade your STE to 1024K (1 Megabyte) and allow you to run all those high
powered business applications or 1Mb games. The upgrade s very quick and easy 1o fit
and comes complete with instructions and test disk.

Please note: A very small number of STE's have SIPP boards installed in
sockets or soldered directly to the motherboard. This upgrade is not
‘compatible with those machines so users should check the conliguration

of their machines before ordering.

money. If it thinks there is any doubt about the
outcome of arace it will advise you not to bet. And for a limited period
there is £25 off RRP.

Phazer Gun

The Trojan Phaser gun opens up a whole new phase of computer
entertainment. This advanced light phazer presents a challenge of skill and
accuracy for Atari ST gameplayers of all ages. The pack includes o free
games, Orbital Destroyer and Skeetshoot, which will test your shooting
skills to the extreme and a full manual At s i

o seconc iy o gve
" olelan ey

Games Avallable
Enfocer  £9.95

Locp G fir gool funiblg  Firestar 5995

Bunde, insiucing Gun ,

The Enforcer and

Fitostar games  £49.95

MidiStudio Master

If you've enjoyed using Midistudio, why not upgrade to Midistudio Master?
Crammed with features, it has:

15 etbes of o

« 240 pulses per quarter note, 100 tracks
* Midi standard file compatibilty
* Real-time scrolling arrange window

« Fit-time function




Concerto

‘THE COMPLETE MIDI SEQUENCING SOLUTION

CONCERTO, a giant step in the world of music allowing you to wiite your own orchestra, play an

enormous drum kit without using your hands, and create any type cf

music you want from classical

10 rock and from jazz to house - all with the use of a master keyboard and various types of midi
‘equipment ranging from synths and expander boxes to drum machines and wind controllers.

WBnamma | uo

o]

CONCERTO offers a large range of editing tools and can represent
MIDI data in a number of different ways including on a traditional
e, on a grid edilor, drum machine, step-time editor or even as
textin the event editor.

CONCERTO allows you to spice up your music by using the studio-
type mixing desk and full sequencing interface.

CONCERTO also gives you 24 tracks, 100

sequence slots, sequence parameters @

such as ghosting, transposition of pitch
and velocity, sample out for STE/TT
‘computers and much much more.

rates as the most affordable MIDI package available for the ATARI

T ‘many of its more expensive rivals.

Atari ST
Cover Disks

Miss out on any of last year's Atari ST Cover
Discs. All 12 disks from 1991 are availabie in 6-

Back Issues

Aug 1992 + 3.5 disc £350

Sept 1992 + 3.5n disc £350

Oct 1992+35m disc £350
Issue Bundle:

May1992 Oct1992 + 35indisc  £18.00

month or 12-month bundles at give-away prices.

Jan 91-June 91
July 91- Dec 91
Jan 91-Dec 91

e ————————

Please send me (please fick boxes):

) Replay 1

ish's Compt
[ Book ~ Real Time 3D Graphics (8ook enly)
Book — Real Time 3D Graphi
Book - STOS Gamemaker

uter Game Guide

s Wih Exemples Dsk) -.£17.95 (9147)

Nam

ORDER FORM

1 wish o pay by:

ATARISY BARGAIN OFFERS

Al products detailed below are in limited supply nd only availasle
while stocks last. Orders siiclly on a first come first served basis.

Please send me (please fick boxes):

£20.00 (9105)

ost

[J DG Base Database..
] Mini Office Spreadsheet.
o

£5.00 (9404)
-£14.00 (9496)
+£14.00 (9497)

3 Fun School 3 Over 7 - ~£14.00 (9:58)

Games

£ Wellwi £8.00 (0114)
Sim £8.00 (9150)

[ Thalion 4 Game Compilation.. £8.00 (9176)

1 Breach, £4.00 (2411)

£ Drokih £8.00 (5452

Ascossories

£12.00 (5413)

[ Dust Cover (1040STFM) £3.95 (9117)

* % Free Calculator Offer » *

0 Avor ST Execucand Colculator Free with ol
purchases over £

] Cheque/Eurocheque made payable fo Europress Direct
[ Access/Mastercard/Eurocard/Bardlaycard/Visa/Connect

o LLLLI LU LI LIS L)) s 7]

Address

Postcade

SEND to: Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L65 3EB.

(No stamp needed if posted in UK).
28 ook et ol

Atari ST Cover Dis
Atari ST Cover Di:

[ i e

] DDDDDDDDDDDDD
=

Set of 2 Ralling Rulers

Atari ST Cover Disks (Jan 91-Dec 91)
Back sues  Augu 1992

st October.
Back Issve Bundle ~ May-Oct 199

sk (Jan 91-Jone 91)....c.orn £9.00 (9386)

Usly 91:Dec 91) . 19.your ar

o d

PHONE: 051-357 1275. FAX:
address and credit card number

7 2813 Orger at any time of

e day or night

tember 1992
1992

Postage £

£18.00 (9465)  Totel £

Jing ond VAT For
25 pbp, o ol Eropa/Eve odd 84, Overseos odd 6.

ClPease tcki: "

sttt

B o o o o e o ]




Classifieds

Through our pages you can reach over
100,000 ST owners - and as long as your
ad is less than ten words long, it’s
absolutely free!

Should you want more space, you'll
find our rates offer unrivalled value-for-

@ Wanted contacts to swap Midi
files send lists: Steve Titchiner 10
Park Road Hatsworth Suffolk

@ Games - Operation Thunderbolt
£5, Garfield £5, originals phone
0562 884306

@ STEM 1Mb Ram/disk drive £175
external 1Mb drive £30, SM124
mono monitor £75 Philips colour
monitor £150, 20mb hard drive and
clock card £150 Star LC20 printer
£70, high speed Pascal £50. Tel
Simon 0625 432873

@ Atari 1040 STFM with Multiface,
Ist Word + V.3, games and large PD
library, £170. 0536 743523

@ 520STE, 1Mb upgrade, over £300
worth of original games, £225 ono.

“Tel Bristol 0275 856117
@ 1 meg STE, 2nd drive, loads of
software. Telephone Paul on 0737
353109

@ Atari 520STPM with software,
£170. Tel 0295 82524 evenings

@ Modem/General ST Users -
Matthew Byrne, Unit 18, Royal Oak,
B-Town, Eire

@ TT/VGA colour monitor, hardly
used, £300. Tel 0602 605377

@ Modem and software plug, Free
delivery, £80. Phone 0276 79157.

@ Wanted printer driver for Star
LC200, Epson FX350. 021-433 4702.
@ £6 each, Xenon II, Barbarian 11
(Palace). 0926 316800, after 6pm.

@ £12 each, Utopia, Megalomania,

Plecseinclde my ochetsamentinthe next ovilble

NAME. s of Ar T U
ADDRESS hardworo
thot doos nct blog o . permityou o publsh my
addres i
i '
POSTCODE am over 18 years ofage (pplicontsunclr 18 most gt

DAYTIME PHONE.

CATEGORY: HARDWARE[ | SOFTWARE[_] cONTACT[ |

porentor uardio o sig belo.
SIGNED

o

just €6.
Fill in the form on this page and send it

to us with your payment (if applicable).
Note that all software must be boxed

money - for instance, 20 words cost

and with the original disks and manuals
- and remember to include your

telephone number!

Falcon, Metal Mutant, Hudson
Hawk, Dragons Breath, Ghouls ‘n
Ghosts. 0926 316800

@ ST User May 87 to April 91, offers
or swap, barter, haggle. § Carolan,
EES, RAF Bruggen, BFPO 25.

@ 300 PD disks 75p each, £210 the
lot. Tel 0827 54709.

@ 26 issues ST Format and ST User
with discs and binders, £50 each.
Tel 0827 54709.

@ Atari 520 STEM, as new, boxed,
£150. External 1Mb drive, £30, 1st
Word Plus/Timewords DTP, £30.
Prospero C, £30. Tel 0258 453036
eves/weekends.

® 520STEM, two DSDD drives,
many games £170. Tel 0372
275601

® Atari 1040STE 4Mb £290,
CM8833 monitor £125, ref 40. Hard
drive £190, Golf, Airbus, Protext
and more bargains as new! Tel
0926 511085

® Atari 520STEM Triangle 20MB
H/D Star LC-10, Philips CM8833,
Fortran and similar software, manu-
als costing £200 - £500 package Tel
0763 71322

@ 520 ST Two year guarantee, over
£1,000 worth of games,. £399 Tel
0865 712038.

@ Passport Mastertrack Pro, power-
ful intuitive sequencer £120 contact
Leon Tel 081 883 5744.

@ PD contacts wanted write to: Guy
Buidin 62 Hielaartstraat B-9506
Geraardsbergen Belgium

@ 520STE 4Mbs 12in colour moni-
tor, AT Speed 8 MHz 1 joystick less
than 4 years, £450 o offers.

@ I you live in Birmingham and
you are in your early twenties, can
play Midi keyboards and want to
join the second city’s most exciting

temamber 1 nclude your

Atari ST User November 1992

chart project Tel Simon

021 355 5179
@ Atari SLM804, laser printer, excel-
lent condition, £350 .TEI 021 415
4155

® Atari 520ST (5.5 meg) with 1/2
meg external drive £200 Swiftalc
£20 Hyperdraw £8 Atari Music
Maker £15 Tel 031-334 1114

@ Atari ST games for sale, all games
£10 and under. Tel 0366 728631

@ Timeworks v1.12, £30
Mastersound £20 also 1/2 meg STE
simms Tel 021-358 7835.

@ 1040ST 4 Mb Spectie GCR Mac
emulator, colour mono monitor,
50Mb hard disk, printer, Atari and
Macintosh software, £1,250 ONO
Tel 0932 252018.

@ Mega TOS 1.4 PC-Speed, SM125,
105MB hard disk, SLM804 laser
printer, Kempsto Datascan, loads of
software, magazines, offers around
£1,000 o may split. Contact Mike
Tel 0332 810785.

® 1 meg STE, guaranteed, and 50
games Heimdall, Myth, Lotus 123
£300,11 Clarell Street, Penistone,
Nr Sheffield $30 6AU.

@ Protar, 40MB, hard drive, 7
months old, £180 Tel 0934 631330.
@ 1040STE, mono monitor, AT
Speed, reference 40Mb, lots of soft-
ware £600. Tel 081 444 6604.

Atari ST User Classifieds
are a reader service.
They are therefore
unavailable fo trade
advertisers. We reserve
the right fo edit and
modify copy
without notice.

A
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3 DA Aot
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st Word P
Caligrapher Pr S99 Cyper ot
Caligrapt $139.95  Cyber paint
KWord 52995 CyberShucio
Profext vé3 4995 Cybe

Profex v, 99,95 Dnluxa? i+
Profext V4.3

Thaf's'

Wordfiair

Word Perfoc

Werd Wier

nzenop PuaLsinG

Sise
Pogesieom fonf 6i.65¢h 84498
Timeworks Pub;

ASSEMILEHSICOMPMERS/ Lmsmzs

SM146 14° Mono Monffor..... s nCALL

51435 14" Colour Monifor. 5209.99 ‘
e 5115999
¢ options flom £929.99 | Mookia s Beviioner %
p 526000 FA Basic Compler ... 52395
PICIA26 14 TT Ml 36499 ot Bost A
B sa195
T ——
Xtra-RAM Deluxe Forget-Me-Clock Il  Cumana Disk Drive i Shase
Nevada Cobal .. £3495
9%
rosbero Do Tooiit A
-Font 5995
4195
) 24
Groph 5 53795

iEComm ;
& g s
esceis.. ol buwow |
e EDUCATONAL

50 S Csaaes  getiermoths 1216y |
eiter Speling Over ..
R 22435 FinSchool2 Under
P n ¢
s n Sehool 2 Over & |
. * Gk + Cumana CSA35435' Dive s 52295 205
Afari ST-F/ST-FM and Mega ST rough p « HighSpeed Access :;\‘cn Fr 4) Over' 7
« Eoy « Sefssystom & « nfemal Spread 3.1 lsaa9s
« Freo RAM lest, RAM disk & pinter | gygy fime you fum on o reset sl ad s $6795 N Boacon Teaches 1Vbin
spooler software ST + On/Oft Switch Spread 9695 Vo franch GCSE
- Dofaed sucton manuol reod o LNz S U SEE
 eopuene bafiery + 12 Months Wartanty Sondnasor a4 p:‘;\wgb siia
i 2 1 i X ol Baok Over 7.
e Robust Mefal Casing s26995  $S1R00K Qver 7 Bk
5 « on 1799 |+ ony 9 a 517895 SpollBook Dofo Croar
T3 Ome
Alfa Data Scanner Alfa Data Trackball That's A Mouse TElax e h french s
i s falan Tut
orte! Soanéh Tuf
Philps 8833/ 199: Linnet 1200 Mo 1499
cit iy Fe Linnet 2100 Modem .. 528499
5 ol 518499 si 52999
zon it 240 ColoLr 5254 52299
ifon 224 6999
npo 56499
7 i 58999
or LC24 20, Replay. 499
e e
5 tor AR o e
. « Designed for . t tar LC24-200 Colour.. Rsmaliontar sk
« 108mm wide scanning head operation. area- 70% s than At )
: + Bt ironuich P 5D Xlic-RAM STE
5 « Supports autofie an Vo Ko RAMISTE
Rofary Controst Contiol R e
) R g e
+ 1Text &3 Photo modes et
« Meffc/mpeial scan scale « 2year wartanty PC-Speed (ST-E/ST-F) 4
seciveletig o [Loeema Ghae Histooa 19 PR35 5505
+ Merge-It soffware included 2 colour shining crystal ball pod ny Buk 3.5',
+ OCR software optional « only. 52999 s, I o
« on 514999 | + Ciysal opt 3499 | « Only 51499 | | pace tinet 139.99 10 TOKMF2DD 85 DS/0D.

The offcial ATARI UK TOS 2065

Mail Order Hotli

D gmama all oraer notiine
o keep your existing ROMS giving

compatibiity with exisfing and

S designed to be used as an ST-E
fecgl e adaptor for either AT-Speed or Please matke cheques/pastal ordes payobis fo SOTMACHINE. A8 s auboct o avalby
Sl s ey
ProGate Il 1200 Afonce. PR AT SR ek Kok P e
o i N SOFTMACHINE =
- 81414.99 Deptsmivv mm?g‘ Dg;mgyg:g 72’0eerms}m§anam SRI1TE.
£1599.99 | + Only. £69.99 Goods are not- o0 ot bk & e




Software thdf matches
the Hardware
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The BASIC of the 905 Diam

HiSoft BASIC ' s
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